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PREFACE. 


Were  it  possible  to  realize  the  idea,  that  only  a  single  copy, 
of  the  Bible  was  upon  earth,  and  that  all  mankind  knew* 
where  it  was  deposited,  with  what  delight  wodd  myriads, 
hasten  to  the  favoured  spot!   what  pilgrimages  would  be 
undertaken,  to  catch  even  a  glimpse  of  the  inestimable 
treasure!     Kings  would  lay  down  their  crowns  before  it; 
and  Sages  press,  from  the  shades  of  retirement  and  the 
schools  of  science,  to  partake  of  wisdom  at  the  fountain 
which  Mercy  had  unlocked. 

And  is  the  value  of  this  treasure  impaired,  because  means, 
are  devised  to  render  it  accessible  to  all?  Is  the  light,  of 
Revelation  the  less  valuable,  because  it  no  longer  emits 
"a  struggling  ray"  through  the  jealous  door-ways  and  narrow 
windows  of  the  temple,  but  bursts  forth  in  all  the  brightness 
of  its  majesty,  to  console,  and  cheer,  and  animate  the  uni« 
versal  fiunily  of  man? 

The  application  of  the  system  detailed  in  the  following 
pages  has  been  the  subject  of  surprise  to  some,  and  of 
ridicule  to  others: — but  it  is  by  the  nature  and  importance 
of  the  object  in  view,  and  the  adaptation  of  the  means  pro*' 
vided  for  its  attainment,  that  the  candid  and  judicious  ^nll 
decide.  It  is  no  longer  a  question,  whether  the  Bible  Society 
be  entitled  to  general  support:— its  claims  are  felt  and 
acknowledged  by  the  public :  and  the  only  matter  of  astonish- 
ment is,  how,  in  a  country  professedly  Christian,  a  doubt 
could  have  arisen  in  reference  to  the  subject  If  the  religion 
we  profess,  be  the  Truth  ;  if  the  Bible  be  the  basis  on 
which  it  rests;  if  *^  life  and  immortality"  are  indeed  '<  brought 
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to  light  through  the  Gospel ;"  no  duty  can  be  more  clear  and 
imperative  than  that  of  disseminating  the  holy  scriptures^ 
wherever  a  human  eye  can  peruse  their  glorious  truths,  or  a 
human  heart  be  changed  and  sanctified  by  that  Holy  Spirit 
whence  they  proceeded,  and  to  which  they  lead. 

Nor  is  it  possible  to  conceive  a  work,  wherein  the  time,  the 
talents,  and  the  energies  of  mankind  can  be  mote  profitably 
engaged.  ShaU  he  be  commended,  who  applies  ihe  resomrces^ 
of  iogenuxt jr  to  the  accumubtion  of  temporal  wealth  ?  and 
diall  censure  Off  ridicule  be  tlie  portion  of  him,  who  fiMcilitatesf 
the  akiainmeBt  of  the  imperishable  treasures  of  an  eternal 
worlds 

IiH  tracing  the  progress  of  the  system,  and  its  practical 
operation  and  results  among  the  vflriouft  classes  of  society^  it 
has  been  the  aim  of  the  author  to  establish  and  illuBtrate  a 
positioEi,  of  the  truth  of  whkh  he  le^  himself  convinced- ;«-^that 
the  several  component  parts  are  essentially  necessary ;  that 
no  portion  can  be  spared  withoat  injury  to  the  ndiole ;  and- 
thaty  throughout  all  the  departments  of  this  extraordinary^ 
Institution,  however  designated,  no  one  of  its  branches  in- 
terferes with  another.  United  in  principle  atid  harmomoun 
in  practice,  the  several  Societies  occupy  their  respective 
stations ;  and'  the  health  and  vigour  of  all  ore  in^eated  by 
the  welfiue  and  success  of  each  particular  part  Whether 
this  system  have  yet  attained:  the  degree  of  perfection  of 
which  it  is  susceptible,  is  a  qfiesticm,  whereon,  the  reader 
will  form  hift  own  opinion :  but  the  author  may  b^  allowed  to 
observe,  that  among  the  motives  by  which,  he  was  influenced^ 
to  this  publi^tjoui  not  the  leaat  powerful  has  been  a  hope 
that  an  opportiupity.will  tfaua  bQaffiMrded,  to  those  who  are. 
interested  in  thel  obj^^et,  for  any  suggestions  and'  lemarka 
which  may  tend  to  its  improvement  That  any  hmts  in 
furtherance,  of  this  end  will  b^  grateftiUy  accepted  by  the 
Cbmmiilee  of  the  Parent  Institution^  and,  on  their  recom* 
mendation,  by  the  numerous  Local  Societies,  .there  cannot  be 


^doafat;  but  the fethw ttegs  h faay  be diatiaefly  undeiatcbdg 
ijist  tlK  presenf  work  k  submitted  without  aay  auHtori^^ 
except  ikftt' wUch  it  derives  from  its  own  merite.  If  he  bur 
quoted  the  sentimeiitg  of  tfiose  idio  are  qiidified  by  expe^ 
rienoe  and  observatioii  to  fonn  a  correct  judgment  on  the 
vbjeet,'  he  has  done  so  merely  to  verify  the  aocnracy  of  his 
own  opniioii8»-r^n0t  to  get  rid  of  tfaai  responsibility  which  at-' 
taehes  ezdusiTely  to  bimsrif. 

To  a  respected  and  valued  fiiend,  Ae  eloquent  Hiatoiinv 
of  die  Society,  an  apology  is  due,  for  the  fireedom  with  wbiek 
His  language  has  been  oceasuMtaDy  borrowed.  While  adaUifer 
lodging  due  obligatfen,  the  author  may  be'  penniited'  te 
e^cpiess  a  sanguine,  though  perhaps  presumptuous  ejcpeda^ 
tton,  that  ihe  extracts  by  winch  he  has  enriched  His  own* 
pagesr  may  be  the  means  of  exciting  more  geniend  attsntioir 
to  a  work  which  oaanot  be  too  highly  commended. ' 

How  &jt-  the  system  detailed  and  explained  in  the  present 
work  is  applicable  to  Foreign  Countries,  it  is  not  for  the 
author  to  hazard  an  opinion: — ^his  wishes  will  be  amply 
gratified,  if  his  labours  tend,  in  any  degree,  to  promote  its 
extension  in  our  own.  But  he  indulges  a  hope,  that,  with  such 
modifications  as  the  circumstances  and  habits  of  other  nations 
may  render  necessary,  it  may  conduce  to  tiie  establishment 
and  organisEation  of  Bftle  Societies  genfifo/^;  and  thus  extend 
those  practical  benefits  which  sire  attendant  on  the  steady 
pyrsuit  of  an  object  altogether  good. 

In  a  work  of  tins  nature*  a  considerable  degree  of  repeti- 
tionis  unavoidable;  but  reference  to  preceding  facts  anddocu* 
ments  has  been  made  wheiev^  thepraetice  could  be  adopted 
without  ambiguity. 

In  returning  his  acknowledgments  to  many  estimable  friends, 
for  the  zeal  which  they  have  manifested  in  promoting  sub- 


PREFACE. 

sferiptions  to  the  present  yohmiey  the  author'  begs  them  to 
acoiept  his  assurance^  that  the  sense  of  gratitude  is  hastened, 
rather  than  impairedi  by  the  reflection  that  he  has  no  pe» 
enniary  interest  4n  the  success  of  iheir  generous  exerticMuu 

It  only  remains  to  apologise  to  the  subscribers  for  the  long 
and  unexpected  delay  of  the  publication.  Nearly  two  years 
have  elapsed  since  the  prospectus  was  circulated,  during  the 
greater  parU  of  which  period  the  author  has  been  afSicted 
widi  severe  indiipositiod  :<^to  the'  same  cause  the  candid 
reader  w3l  asihibe  smne  portion  of  the  imperfiaction  with 
which  the  work  has  been  performed.  But  however  painful 
diat  delay,  and  however  obvious  this  imperfectioh,^  there  Is' 
one  consideration  which  he  humbly  trusts  will  always  cdnneot 
itself  with  the  subjecttin  his  own  mind  :-^never  did  the  B1BI.B 
assione  'so  high  a  value,  as  when  perused  in  Uie  silent  solitude 
of  a  sick  chamber ; —never  did  he  feel  less  inclined  to  repent 
his  connexion  with  the  Bible  Society,  than  when  he  had 
fe$aan  ^  believe  it  was  about  to  tennihate  fox  ever ! 


Since  the  last  iheets  of  this  work  were  sent  to  press,  Mr.  BnrJAXiif 
BAmKSE,  of  Aleppo,  has  been  appointed  one  of  the  Socletj^s  Agents  in  the 
Levant.  The  vacancj  caused  by  the  lamented  decease  of  the  Rev.  Charles 
WiLLiAMSOK  {seepage  39)  is  thns  filled,  with  every  prospect  of  considerable 
advantage  to  the  Institution,  and  extensive  benefit  to  that  interesting 
portion  of  the  globe. 
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CHAP.  I. 

BRITISH  AND  FOREIGN  BIBLE  SOCIETY. 


*'  IT  WAS  PLAXTEB  IS  ▲  OOOO  SOIL,  BT  GREAT  WATXBSy  THAT  IT  KIGffT 
BMUta  FOETH  BRAVCHES,  AXD  TBAT  IT  MIGHT  BEAR  FRUIT,  AVO  THAT  XT 

MiouT  BE  A  GOODLY  ynrs.^  JSZEir.  XVXI.  8. 


PBELIMIKARY  OBSERVATIONS. 

IN  contemplating  the  rise  and  progress  of  ihe  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society,  and  the  unparalleled  success  with 
which  it  has  been  attended,  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  avoid  the 
conclusion,  that  it  must  have  possessed  some  extraordinary 
fiu;ilities  in  its  practical  operations,  and  a  more  than  common 
adaptation  of  the  means  to  the  end.  Established  and  con- 
ducted by  a  few  private  individuals,  and  asserting  no  claim 
but  that  of  the  importance  and  the  singleness  of  its  object, 
it  exhibits  the  most  incontestable  evidence,  that,  in  this  happy 
and  highly-fisivoured  country,  it  is  only  necessary  to  convince 
the  public  that  a  cause  is  good,  in  order  to  ensiure  general 
co-operation  and  support. 

Seventeen  years  have  scarcely  elapsed  since  the  formation  of^ 
this  Society,  and  already  we  find  it  surrounded  by  nearly 
Six  Hundred  and  Fifty  Auxihaiy  and  Branch  Societies* 
and  considerably  more  than  One  Thousand  Bible  Associar- 
tions,  within  the  United  Kingdom.  Qn  the  continent  of 
Europe,  and  in  the  other  quarters  of  the  globe,  it  has  called 
into  existence  and  activity  more  than  Six  Hundred  kindred 
Institutions.  In  the  pursuit  of  its  great,  yet  simple  de- 
sign, it  has  expended  Nine  Hundred  Thousand  Founds; 
and  has  promoted  the  translation,  printing,  or  distribution 
of  the  Scriptures,  or  portions  of  them,  in  one  hundred  , 
and  THIRTY  different  languages  and  dialects,  in  more  than 
EIGHTY  of  which  no  part  of  the  Sacred  Volume  had  been 
previously  printed ;  and  finally,  it  has  already  put  into  cir- 
culation, either  directly  or  indirectly,  more  than  four  millions 
of  Bibles  and  Testaments. 

When  we  consider  these  facts,  and  reflect,  that  the  ope- 
rations of  the  Society  are   continually   and  progressively 
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extending  abroad,  and  consolidating  at  home ; — ^when  we  be- 
hold the  peace  and  harmony  that  reign  throughout  tlM  various 
parts  of  the  system; — and  when  we  mark  that  inviolable 
adherence  to  fixed  principles,  which  has  characterized  the 
proceedings  of  the  Institution,  it  is  impossible  to  resist  the 
conviction,  that  the  finger  of  God  is  here!  Human 
wisdom,  however  profound,— and  human  agency,  however 
diligent^ — unaided  by  the  Holy  Spirit  that  indited  these 
Sacred  Oracles,  could  never  have  accomplished  such  wonders. 
Human  agency  has,  indeed,  been  employed ;  but  the  results 
must  be  ascribed  to  him,  that  hath  said,  "  I  will  work^  ofid 
who  shall  let  ii  Z^** 

It  is  foreign  to  the  nature  of  a  work  of  this  description 
to  trace  the  origin  and  progress  of  the  Bible  Society.  This 
duty  has  been  performed  by  one  who  is  fully  competent  to 
the  task ;  and  in  a  manner  which  excites  an  ardent  hope,  that 
he  may  be  long  preserved  to  record  the  triumphs  of  an  Insti- 
tution, to  whose  success,  humanly  speaking,  he  has  so  essen- 
tially contributed.  That  accurate  historian  has  satisfactorily 
established  two  facts,  which  should  never  be  forgotten  by 
the  friends  and  advocates  of  the  cause ; — that  such  a  Society 
was  rendered  necessary  by  the  wants  of  our  own  population; 
and,  that  those  to  whom  its  executive  details  have  from  time 
to  time  been  entrusted,  have  adhered,  with  scrupulous  fidelity, 
to  the  fimdamental  principle  of  the  establishment  Nor  is  it 
necessary*  to  describe  the  progressive  steps  by  which  the 
constilutum  of  the  Society  was  trained,  "  from  its  elementary 
existence,  in  a  crude  suggestion  and  in  unpromising  obscurity, 
to  the  ripeness  of  its  plan,  in  a  well-digested  system  and  an 
organized  establishment"  The  volumes  to  which  reference  is 
here  made,  sufficiently  elucidate  this  part  of  the  subject,  and 
will  amply  repay  the  time  occupied  in  their  perusaL 


SECTION  L 

CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  SOCIETY, 


Lawi  and  Beoulatioks  of  the  Bjutxsh  avd  Forsigk  Bible  Socxstt, 
esiabiished  in  London  on  the  1th  of  Mnreh^  1804. 

I.  The  designation  of  this  Society  shall  be, ''  The  BaiTisH  and  Foaeiok 
Bible  SociEtv  ;**  of  which  the  sole  object  shall  be,  to  encourage  a  wider 
drcuUtjon  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  wiUiout  note  or  comment.  The  only 
copies,  in  the  languages  of  the  United  Kingdom  to  be  drculated  by  the 
Society,  shall  be  the  authorised  yenion. 


SECT.  I.]  COmTITUTIOK  OP  THE  SOCIETT. 


Laws  and  Regulatipns. 


II.  This  Society  AaHl  add  its  endeavours  to  those  employed  by  other 
Societies,  fi)r  dpculating  the  Scriptures  throu^  the  British  Dominions ; 
and  shall  also,  according  to  its  ability,  extend  its  influence  to  other  Coun- 
tries, whether  Christian,  Mahometan,  or  Pagan. 

III.  Kach  Subscriber  of  One  Guinea  annually,  shall  be  a  Member. 

lY.  Each  Subscriber  of  Ten  Guineas  at  one  time,  shidi  be  a  Member  for 
life. 

V.  Each  Subscriber  of  Five  Guineas  annually,  shall  be  a  Governor. 

VI.  Each  Subscriber  of  Fifty  Pounds  at  one  time,  or  who  shall,  by  one 
additional  payment,  increase  his  original  Subscription  to  Fifty  Tounds,  shall 
be  a  Governor  for  life. 

VII.  Governors  shaU  be  entitled  to  attend  and  vote  at  all  Meetings  of 
the  Committee. 

VIII.  An  Executor  paying  a  bequest  of  Fifty  Pounds,  shall  be  a  Mem- 
ber  for  life ;  or  of  One  Hundred  Founds,  a  Governor  for  life. 

TX  A  Committee  shaU  be  appointed  to  conduct  the  buainesa  of  the 
Society,  consisting  of  Thirty-six  Laymen;  Six  of  whom  shall  be  Foreigners, 
resident  in  London  or  its  vicinity :  half  the  remunder  shall  be  Members  of 
tiie  Church  of  England;  and  the  other  hsdf^  Members  of  other  Denominations 
of  Christians.  Twenty-seven  of  the  above  number,  who  shall  have  most 
frequently  attended,  shall  be  eligible  for  re-election  for  the  ensuing  year. 
The  Committee  shall  appoint  all  Officers,  except  the  Treasurer;  and  call 
Special  General  Meetings;  and  shall  be  charged  with  procuring  for  the 
Society  suitable  patronage,  both  British  and  Foreign* 

X.  Each  Member  of  the  Society  shall  be  entitle^  under  the  direction  of 
the  Committee,  to  purchase  Bibles  and  Testaments  at  the  Society's  prices, 
which  shall  be  as  low  as  possible. 

XI.  The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society  shall  be  held  <m  the  First  Wed- 
nesday in  May ;  when  the  Treasurer  and  Committee  shall  be  chosen,  the 
Accounts  presented,  and  the  proceedings  of  the  foregoing  year  reported. 

XII.  The  President,  Vice-President^  and  Treasurer,  shall  be  considered, 
ex  0^r«0,  Members  of  the  Committee. 

XIII.  Every  Clergyman  or  Dissenting  Minister,  who  is  a  Member  of 
the  Society,  shall  be  entitled  to  attend  and  vote  at  all  Meetings  of  the 
Committee. 

XIV.  The  Secretaries,  for  the  time  being,  shall  be  considered  as  Members 
of  the  Committee:  but  no  person  deriving  any  emolument  from  the  Society 
shall  have  that  privilege. 

XV.  At  the  General  Meetings,  and  Meetings  of  the  Committee,  the 
President,  or,  in  his  absence,  the  Vice-Preddent  first  upon  the  list  then 
present ;  and  in  the  absence  of  all  the  Vice-Presidents,  the  Treasurer ;  and 
in  his  absence,  such  Member  as  shall  be  voted  for  that  purpose,— shall  pre- 
ade  at  the  Meeting. 

XVI.  The  Committee  shall  meet  on  the  First  Monday  in  every  month, 
or  oftener  if  necessary. 

XVII.  The  Committee  dull  have  the  power  of  nominating  such  persons 
•8  have  rendered  essential  services  to  the  Society,  either  Msmbe&s  for 

LIFE,   or  GOVERVOKS  FOR  LIFE. 

XVIII.  The  Committee  shall  also  have  the  power  of  nominating 
HojfORART  Members  from  among  Foreigners  who  have  promoted  the 
object  of  the  Society. 

XIX.  The  whole  of  the  minutes  of  every  general  meeting  shaU  be 
iBJgned  by  the  Chairman. 
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Observations. 

1.  A  more  close  examination  of  these  Rules,  in  reference 
to  their  practical  tendency,  will  confirm  the  justice  of  an 
observation  which  has  been  frequently  made, — ^mat  the  plan 
is  not  more  remarkable  for  its  simplicity,  than  for  its  adapta- 
tion to  the  CTeatest  possible  extent  of  operation. . 

The  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  has  been  termed, 
with  peculiar  propriety,  '^  The  Parent  Institution:"  and 
although  the  places  wnerein  establishments  precisely  similar 
ean  be  formed,  are  comparatively  few,  and  the  design  of  the 
present  work  is  more  especially  connected  with  the  Auxili- 
ary System,  yet  this  examination  may  afford  some  use&l 
suggestions  to  National  Bible  Societies,  while  it  satisfies  the 
friends  of  the  cause  at  home,  that  the  machinery  is  prepared 
and  applied  with  the  greatest  possible  attention  to  economy 
and  emciency,  and  that  it  "  secures  an  adherence  to  the  inte- 
grity of  its  principles,  by  regtdations  so  precise  and  defined, 
as  not  to  admit  of  dubious  interpretation." 

S.  The  object  proposed  by  the  Society,  as  stated  in  the 
I>^st  Rule,  is  equally  grand  and  simple :  it  is,  to  pve  to  every 
man,  throughout  the  world,  **  the  Oracles  of  God"  in  his 
native  language,  **  his  own  tongue  wherein  he  was  bom."  It 
has  been  well  observed,  that  the  Institution  is  thus  **  founded 
on  a  principle  so  intelligible  and  so  unexceptionable,  that 

Sersons  of  any  description,  who  profess  to  regard  the  Holy 
criptures  as  the  proper  standard  of  Faith,  may  cordially  an^ 
conscientiously  unite  in  it,  and,  in  the  spirit  of  true  Christian 
charity,  harmoniously  blend  their  common  endeavours  to 
promote  the  glory  of  God." 

If  the  circulation  of  any  uninspired  production,  however 
excellent,  were  included  in  this  object,  a  difference  of  opinion 
must  necessarily  exist,  and  daubts  and  diiSSiculties  impede  the 
progress  of  the  Society ;  but  in  restricting  it  to  the  dissemi- 
nation of  the  Sacred  V  olume  alone,  and  embracing  flie  world 
as  its  sphere  of  action,  it  asserts  no  common  claim  on  the 
support  of  all  who  believe  the  Bible  to  be  a  revelation  from 
God.  This  remark  is  equally  applicable  to  the  last  member 
of  the  Rule,  which  limits  the  circulation  within  the  United 
Kingdom  to  tiie  authorised  version.  —  That  the  Society  had 
preserved  this  principle  inviolate,  is  a  fact  which  the  following 
instances,  among  many,  sufficiently  testify. 

A  Translation  of  the  Gospel  of  St  John  into  the  Mohawk 
Dialect  having  been  approved  by  the  Committee,  sn  impres- 
sion of  2000  copies  was  printed  and  furnished  to  different 
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Stations  in  Upper  Canada    and  in  the  Ohio  and  Oneida 
Country* 

**  A  chcuBftstinoe  arose  in  the  coime  of  thia  transaction,  which  afforded  • 
the  Conductors  of  the  Societj  an  of^Mirtunity  of  bringing  their  priaciples  to. 
the  tziat  The  Tomslator,  desirous  to  conciliate  the  attention  of  the  Mo- 
hawks, and  prepare  their  minds  for  appreciating  the  treasure  with'whlcb  the 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Societj  Imd  suppUed  thern^  ^bew  up  a  diort 
ihtjpodttctorj  address  in  Mohawk  and  KngliA,  and,  without  consultation, 
prefixed  it  to  the  work.  In  this  state,  six  copies  were  bound,  and  pre- 
a^nted,  as  flpecimens  of  binding,  to  a  Sub-Committee,  whose  office  it  was 
to  superintend  this  department  of  the  Society's  service.  Immediatelj  upon 
the  discovery,  a  resolution  was  passed,  thai  the  portion  which  contained  the 
ihtroductorj  addresa  should  be  removed  from  the  oojdes  already  bound ;  and 
that  it  should  in  no  case  be  united  with  the  Text,  in  such  cojoes  as  should 
hereafter  be  issued  under  the  sanction  and  responsibility  of  the  Society.  As 
the  record  of  this  determination  evinced  the  promptitude  and  firmness  with 
which  the  first  approach  to  deviation  from  the  fimdamental  laws  of  the 
Society  was  resisted,  it  may  be  satisfactory  to  the  reader  to  see  the  terms 
in  which  it  was  expressed. 

^  An  Address  to  the  Six  l^ations  having  been  written  by  the  Translator, 
and  printed  uniformly  with  theGospel,  your  Sub-Committee  have  ordered  the 
aame  to  be  wholly  separated  firom  the  Translation  of  the  Gospel,  and  not  in 
any  instance  to  be  bound  up  with  it;  it  being  incompatible  with  a  fiinda- 
mental  principle  of  this  Institution,  to  attach  to  the  Scriptures  any  addi^ 
tional  nutter  whatever." 

*^  In  justice  to  the  TranaUtor  it  should  be  stated,  that  the  Address  con- 
tained no  other  sentiments  than  those  which  every  Christian  might  be 
expected  to  approve;  and  there  was  throughout  it  an  interestfaig  simplicity, 
characteristic  of  the  kindest  disposition  and  the  purest  principles  *." 

In  the  year  1809,  in  consequence  of  an  application  firom  the 
Moravian  Brethren,  it  waa  resolved  to  print  an  edition  of  the 
Gospel  of  St  John  in  the  Esquimaux  Language,  at  the  Society's 
expense;  and  that  of  St.  Luke,  when  the  Translation  should  be 
completed,  for  the  use  .of  the  oonverted  Esquimaux  on  the 
ooast  of  Labrador:— - 

^  A  difficulty  occurred  in  the  course  of  this^ondertakinff,  which  gave  the 
Conunittee  of  the  British  and  J^oreign  Bible  Society  another  opportunity  of 
testifying  their  vigilant  and  zealous  regard  for  the  simple  ol^ect  of  their 
Institution.  By  a  practice  in  general  use  among  the  'Brethren*s  Congre. 
gations,  a  Trandatioh  had  been  made  of  a  Harmony  of  the  Scriptures  into 
the  language  of  the  Eaquimaux ;  and  the  petition  of  their  Secretary  was,  that 
tills  Harmony  might  he  printed,  for  their  benefit,  at  the  Society^s  expense. 
To  this  propomtion  the  Committee  objected ;  considering  any  mode  of  prinU 
ing  the  Scriptures,  but  that  which  exhibited  them  as  they  stood  in  the  Canon^ 
to  be  a  deviation  finom  the  letter  and  the  spirit  of  their  Institution.  In  this 
view  of  the  subject  the  Brethren  acquiesced ;  and  accordingly  engaged  to 
fionfimn  their  Translation  to  the  standaurd  as  generally  received.  A  sunilar 
exception  had  been  previously  taken  against  the  form  of  a  Harmony,  in  the 
Calmuc  Yersion,  when  proposed  by  the  Missionaries  at  Sarepta ;  and  it  was 

*  Owen*s  History  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  YoL  I. 
pwlSl  Aseq.. 
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attended  with  a  similar  result.  These  &cts  are  mentioned,  in  order  to  shew 
with  what  scrupulous  exactness  the  Conductors  of  the  Society  maintained  the 
observance  of  their  fundamental  regulations;  and  how  carefully  they 
abstained  fVom  anj  measures,  however  speciously  recommended,  which 
mig^t  be  likely  to  betray  them  into  deflection  and  error*.'* 

3.  In  reference  to  tlie  Second  Rule,  it  cannot  be  too  often 
repeated,  that  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  is 
neither  the  enemy  nor  the  rival  of  any  other  Institution.  It 
co-operates  with  all  those  kindred  establishments  which  the 
piety  and  the  benevolence  of  our  country  have  erected ;  and  by 
the  magnitude  of  its  operations,  confined  strictly  to  one  object, 
leaves  a  greater  proportion  of  their  funds  at  liberty,  for  the 
other  excellent  views  which  they  embrace. 

The  Annual  Reports  of  the  Society  satisfactorily  prove, 
that  die  pledge  contained  in  fliis  Rule  has  been  already 
redeemed,  bom  at  home  and  abroad.  Of  the  copies  distri- 
buted, nearly  Two  Millians  and  a  half  have  been  in  the  lan- 
guages of  the  United  Kingdom:  and  with  regard  to  the 
*'  extension  of  its  influence  to  other  countries,'*  it  is  to  be 
confidently  hoped  that  the  day  is  not  far  distant,  when  it  may 
be  said  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  '^  There  is  no  speech  nor  lan- 
guage where  their  voice  is  not  heard:  their  line  is  gone  out 
through  all  the  earthy  and  their  words  to  the  end  of  the  world" 

4.  The  six  succeeding  Regulations,  from  No.  III.  to  No. 
YIIL  indusive,  necessarily  result  firom  the  broad  and  catholic 
principle  on  which  the  Society  is  founded.  It  accepts  the 
contributions  of  all,  in  order  to  supply  all  with  the  Holy 
Scriptures.  And  it  is  evident,  that  any  arrangement  which 
should  exclude  the  subscription  of  any  class  or  denomination, 
would  virtuaUy  impugn  that  principle. 

During  the  first  five  years  of  the  Society's  existence,  a 
donation  of  twenty  guineas  constituted  a  Life-member;  but  the  ^ 
Fourth  Rule,  as  it  now  stands,  was  adopted  by  the  General  * 
Meeting  in  1809. 

5.  Among  the  secondary  causes  to  which  the  success  of  the 
Institution  may  be  ascribed,  few  are  more  prominent  than  the 
constitution  of  the  Committee.  As  this  subject  involves  no 
inconsiderable  portion  of  the  internal  organization,  it  will  be 
considered  under  a  distinct  head.  For  a  similar  reason,  the 
practical  operation  of  the  Tenth  Rule  will  come  under  that 
division  which  treats  of  the  "  Mode  of  supplying  Auxiliary 
Societies  and  Subscribers." 

6.  The  advantages  of  an  Annual  Meeting,  on  a  fixed  and 
*  Owen's  Hist  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  YoL  I.  p.  460  &aeq« 
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specified  day,  are  evident ;  and  the  experience  of  fifteen  years 
sufficiently  attests  the  pjropriety  of  d^e  tiii^e  selected,  for  this 
important  purpose,  by  tiie  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society, 
Since  the  year  1811,  these  meetings  have  been  held  in  the 
Freemasons'  Hall,  Great  Queen  Street,  LincolnVInn  Fields ; 
a  place  equally  central  and  commodious,  though  not  suffi* 
ciently  large  to  accommodate  all  who  are  desirous  to  attend ; 
for  this  reason.  Ladies  are  not  admitted  on  these  occasions^ 
For  severa}  years^  t^e  practice  of  making  collections  at  the 
4oors  has  been  discontinued ;  ^  deviation  Mm  general  custoni 
which  is  justified  by  the  fact,  (hat  die  gre^t  n^jjority  of  those 
who  attend  are  liberal  contributors  to  me  funds  of  the  Insti- 
tution, either  directly  or  through  the  medium  of  Auxiliary 
Societies  and  Ass^ociations.  The  inconvenience  arising  from 
the  desire  to  attend  the  Axmual  Meetings  is  now  in  fi  gveat 
degree  obviated,  by  judicious  regulations :  tljp  Officers  of 
^^i^iliary  Societies,  and  the  Presidents  of  Associations,  are  ad- 
mitted, by  means  of  tickets,  to  seats  reserved  for  them ;  whil^ 
the  centre  of  the  hall  is  apnropriated  to  the  public  The 
Cheers  of  the  Society,  and  tnose  fentiemen  who  are  invited 
to  take  part  in  the  proceedings  of  die  day,  are  furnished  wit)i 

Slatform-tickets ;  with  which  foreigners  and  strangers  of 
istinction  are  also  supplied,  on  application  at  die  Society's 
House.  A  Sub-Committee,  appointed  for  this  special  pur- 
pose, gives  fiudlity  to  the  arrangements ;  Bid  the  gendemen 
who  compose  it  are  recognised  by  carrying  white  wands* 
Every  measure  is  thus  adopted  to  maintain  the  good  order  of 
the  Meeting,  and  promote  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  the 
audience. 

7.  As  an  the  remaining  rules  relate  exclusively  to  the 
Committee,  their  practical  application  will  be  considered  in 
the  next  Section.  The  Rules  XVII.  and  XVIII.  did  not 
ienter  into  die  original  constitution  of  the  Society,  but  were 
unanimously  adopted  at  the  diird  and  fourth  Annual  Meetings. 
The  exercise  of  the  authority  thus  vested  in  the  Committee, 
has  ffiven  a  sanction  to  die  labours  of  many  valuable  indi- 
viduids  both  at  home  and  abroad,  while  it  has  materially 
extended  dieir  field  of  usefulness. 


SECTION  n. 

ON  THE  COMMITTEE. 

1.  The  constitution  of  the  Conunittee  is  alike  remarkable 
for  ^  die  felicity  of  thought  widi  which  it  was  conceived,  and 


8  BRITISH  AND  FOREIGN  BIBLE  SOCIETY.  [ctlAP.  t 

Sub-Committees,  ^eith  the  objects  of  their  appointment. 

the  practical  advantages  with  which  it  has  been  followed  *.** 
This  executive  body  is  composed  of  thirty-six  Layineny  six  of 
whom  are  Foreignersi  resident  in  or  near  the  Metropolis :  of 
the  remaining  tlurty,  one  half  are  members  of  the  Established 
Church,  and  the  other  half  members  of  other  Christian  Deno- 
minations. The  nine  vacancies  provided  for  by  Rule  IX.  are 
annually  filled  by  balloti  witk  a  strict  adherence  to  this  fun- 
damental regulation. 

The  President.  Vice-Presidents,  Treasurer,  and  Secre- 
taries, are  ex-o^EBIo  members  of  the  Committee ;  and  the  Go- 
vernors, with  all  Clergymen  and  otiier  Ministers  who  are 
members  of  the  Society,  are  entitled  to  attend  and  vote  at  all 
Meethgs  of  the  Committee. 

'  In  rererence  to  this  part  of  the  subject,  the  following  extract 
.frdfai  a  periodical  publication,  now  discontinued,  appears 
worthy  of  preservation. 

"  In  the  constitution  of  this  Committee,  the  liberal  principles  of  the 
Bodetyttue  practicallj  exemplified.  Six  of  the  members  tare  foreigners  t 
imd  the  zemaining  thirty  are,  half  of  them  members  of  the  Church  of 
fln^and,  and  the  other  half  members  of  other  Denominattons  of  Christiana. 
The  consideration  due  to  the  Belimous  Establishment  of  the  Country  is  thus 
.decidedly  manifested ;  and  is  still  further  marked  bj  the  regulation,  that  the 
President,  Vice-Presidents,  and  Treasurer,  all  of  i«hom  are  members  of  the 
Church  of  England,  are,  ex  offMo^  nembers  of  the  Coihmittee.  The  in- 
•fluence  of  the  Secretes,  as  «r-^db  members,  is  equal ;  one  being  a 
foreigner,  another  a  AfeigymsB,  and  the  thu^  a  Diasenting  Minister.  Tlie 
FourUi  regulation — that  every  Cleigyman,  or  other  Minister,  who  is  a  mem- 
.ber  of  the  Society,  is  entitled  to  attend  and  Vote  at  all  the  meetings  of  the 
Committee— gives,  in  its  prine^le,  a  decided  preponderance  to  the  £ccle» 
•iastical  EstabUahtnent  $  Jnattuch,  as  tSie  number  of  Cleigytnen  who  conUl 
become  members  exceeds  that  of  Ministers  of  other  I>enominatiqns  $-«a  pr». 
pquderance,  hQweyer,  which,  we  do  pot  recoUe^t  to  have  ^er  been  objected 
to ;  which  we  believe  to  have  been  generally  witnessed  in  the  Parent  Com- 
mittee; and  which  ire  an  persuaded  would  give  general  satls&ction,  i£h 
existed  in  all  the  Committees  of  Auxiliary  and  Brandi  Societies  and  Asso- 
ciations :  a  satisfaction,  arising  not  only  from  the  patronage  which  would 
thus  be  given  to  the  Society,  but  from  a  desire  that  all  the  proceedings  of 
the  Committees  might  be  imder  the  superintendence  of  the  representatives 
<of  that  Church,  the  interests  of  wtiich,  we  should  conceive,  are  identified 
4Rrith  the  olgect  of  the  Bible  Society.",    > 

' .  %  At  a  very  eady  period  after  the  establishmeilt  of  the 
Society,  it  became  evident  that  the  order  and  eiflBdency  of  its 
proceedings  required  the  appointment  of  Sub-Committees,  to 
whose  especial  attention  various  departments  and  branches  of 
the  business  might  be  formally  confided.  This  division  of 
labour  became  increasingly  necessary  with  the  extending 
magnitude  of  the  Institution;  and  to  no'part  of  the  system  is 

*  8eeOwen*a  History,  VoL  L  p  56  et  aeq.  for  an  interaating  detail  ftf  the 
considerations  which,  at  the  suffgestion  of  the  Bev.  Josiah  'Pratt,  led  to  this 
liappy  improvement  of  the  original  plan. 
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it  more  indebted  tot  the  facfiity  and  correctness  of  its  details. 
The  foUoi^ing  is  a  list  of  the  Sub-Coinmittees  into  which  the 
General  Committee  is  flividedy  and  of  the  objects  which  they 
lespectivdy  embrace;  viz. 

I.  For  Printing  and  General  Purposes. 
II.  For  conducting  th&  business  of  the  Society's  Funds. 

III.  For  preparing  Papers  for  Publication. 

IV.  For  superintending  the  Depository,  examining  its  Accoui^» 

and  purchasing  Printing  Paper.— To  this  Sub-Committee 
•  is  assigned  the  duty  of  keeping  up  axi  adequate  Stock  of 
Bibles  and  Testaments. 
V.  For  superintending  the  Library. 
VI.  For  promoting  and  assisting  Auxiliary  Societies. 
.    VII.  For  auditing  the  Accounts.— (This  Sub-Committee  consists 
of  Four  Members  of  the  Committee  and  Four  other 
Subscribers.) 
VIII.  For  selecting  and  arranging  the  Appendix  to  the  Annual 
Report. 
IX.  For  superintending  the  Arrangements    of  the  Annual 
Me^tmg. 

'  These  seyeral  Sub-Committees  tneet,  by  adjournment  or 
gpeciidiy,  according  to  the  nature  and  urgency  of  the  businesi^ 
confided  to  their  care,  end  i^sp^tively  submit  their  reso^ 
lutiona  and  minutes  to  the  General  Committee,  by  which  they 
are  confirmed  or  corrected.  That  which  is  specified  as  No.  Vl. 
in  the  preceding  list,  and  which  is  usually  designated  the 
Local  Sub-Committee,  meets  weekly,  and  exercises  a  salutary 
superintendence  over  the  Auxiliary  System. 

3.  The  regular  meetings  of  the  Conunittee  are  hdd  on  the 
first  Monday  in  every  month ;  but  the  concerns  of  the  Society 
liave  recently  become  so  midtiplied  and  extensive,  that  an 
adjournment  to  tlie  third  Monday  generally  takes  place;  n<^ 
is  this  extra-meeting  always  sufiScient  to  prevent  arrears  of 
business.  The  Chair  is  taken  at  twelve .  o  clock  predseb/y  by 
ihe  President,  or  one  of  the  other  members,  as  provided  by  the 
Fifteenth  regulation.  After  the  minutes  of  the  preceding 
meeting  have  been  read  and  disposed  of,  those  of  the  respect- 
ive Sub-Committees  are  read^  and,  if  approved,  adopted  by  a 
regular  resolution  to  that  effect.  An  *^  Agenda,'*  or  Paper 
of  Business,  of  which  a  specimen  is  subjoined,  is  previously 
prepared  by  the  Aissistant  Secretary,  and  laid  before  the 
Chairman,  who  is  thus  enabled  to  direct  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  to  the  subjects  which  require  more  immediate 
notice.  These  are  so  numerous,  and  so  cQversified  in  their 
nature,  that  a  perusal  of  the  Reports  of  the  Society  can  alone 
furnish  an  accurate  outline  of  the  bumness  transacted  in  the 
Committee  Room.  It  is  sufficient  here  to  observe,  that  the 
regular  proceedings  include  a  monthly  statement  of  the  cash 
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account,  under  its  several  heads ;  a  report  of  remittances  from 
the  Auxiliary  Societies ;  portions  of  the  voluminous  corre- 
spondence^  both  foreign  and  domestic ;  the  consideration  of 
grants,  whether  of  Money,  or  Bibles  and  Testaments ;  reports 
from  the  Printers  of  the  progress  made,  since  the  last  meeting, 
in  printing  Bibles  and  Testaments ;  and,  when  requisite,  the 
state  of  the  Depository.  No  grant  of  money  exceeding  500/. 
M  valid,  unless  confirmed  by  the  next  meeting;  and  a  speci- 
fication of  such  grant  is  inseri^d  in  the  circular  notice  of 
die  time  of  meeting,  sent  to  every  member  of  the  Copmittee. 
A  ?ook,  provided  for  the  purpose,  is  laid  on  the  table,  m 
which  every  member  who  attends  inserts  his  name ;  and  the 
regularitv  of  his  attendance  is  thus  ascertained,  m  reference  to 
the  Ninth  rule.  The  average  attendance  during  the  last  year 
was  about  thirty ; -a  fact  which  is  equally  indicative  of  the 
beneficial  tendency  of  this  regulation,  and  of  the  interest  felt 
by  those  gentlemen  who  devote  so  much  of  their  valuable 
time  to  the  Institution. 

4.  Visitors  are  admitted  to  the  Committee  Room  (where 
seats  are  reserved  for  their  accommodation)  on  the  introduc- 
tion of  any  member,  after  having  inserted  their  names  inn 
book  placed  in  the  hall  for  this  purpose, 

SPECIMEN  OF  AGENDA. 
Commiilee,  September  4ih,  1820. 


1. 
S. 
8. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7 
8. 

10. 
11. 
IS. 
13. 
14. 
15. 


To  read  and  confirm  the  Minutes  of  last  Meeting. 


To  read  and  confirm  the  Minutes  of  Sub-Committee  of  Finance. 


To  read  and  confirm  the  Minutes  of  Printing  Sub.Committee. 


To  read  and  confirm  the  Minutes  of  the  Local  Sub-Committee. 


To  read  the  Cash  Account. 


To  read  Correspondence  requiring  Grants. 


To  refer  Bills  to  Sub-Committee  of  Finance,  for  examination  andpayment 


To  report  Contributions  and  Legacies. 


To  read  A.  B.'s  Letter  rektive  to  Chinese  Bible. 


To  read  G  />.*a  Letter  relative  to  Turkish  Bible. 


To  read  JS.  F.^s  Letter,  relative  to  Indian  TransUUona. 


To  read  the  Letters  of  Foreign  Agents. 


To  read  Letters  of  Auxiliary  Societies,  and  other  Home  Correapondence! 


To  receive  Secretaries*  B^ports  of  Auxiliary  Societies  visited. 


To r^rt  Books  presented  to  tiie  Library  by  G,  H.und  I.K. 


SECT.  III.]  HOU8E  OF  THE  SOCIETY.  11 

Economical  nature  of  the  Establishment 

SECTION  ra. 

THE  society's  HOUSE. 

1.  This  subject  cannot  be  more  properly  introduced,  than 
by  the  following  extract  from  the  Society's  Annual  Report 
for  1816:— 

^  It  now  becomes  the  duty  of  jour  Committee  to  state,  that  they  have 
xecentlj  accomplished  an  object,  which  has  lonff  been  considered  as  highly 
desirable,  and  had  at  length  become  absolutely  indispensable;  —the  union  of  all 
the  Offices  of  the  Society  in  one  Establishment  The  inconvenience  arising 
from  having  the  libraiy  and  Depository  in  one  place,  the  Accountants 
Office  in  another,  and  the  Committee  Room  in  a  third,  had  been  severely 
and  ii^uriously  felt,  both  by  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Society  i 
add  to  this,  that  the  Officers  of  the  Society  had  no  place  of  common  resort, 
and  were  destitute  of  the  accommodations  rtruired  for  the  correct  and 
systematic  transaction  of  their  business,  which  has  for  a  considerable  time 
past  been  progressively  increasing,  both  in  complicacy  and  importance ;  and 
the  risk  and  trouble  occasioned  by  the  frequent  removal  of  the  Records  of 
the  Society,  now  accumulated  to  an  immense  mass.  In  the  mean  time, 
the  expenses  of  the  Depositoiy,  from  the  commission  upon  sales  of  Bibles 
and  Testaments,  which,  though  voluntarily  reduced  by  Mr.  Seeley  (the 
Society's  Agent)  to  the  lowest  rate  that  justice  to  his  fiunily  would  allow, 
had,  upon  such  extensive  issues,  necossarily  arisen  to  a  great  annual  amount, 
and  formed  an  additional  reason  for  looking  to  an  Establishment,  as  a  mea- 
sure of  economy,  no  less  than  of  accommodation. 

*'  The  offer  of  suitable  premises  in  Earl  Street,  Blackfiriars,  on  advan- 
tageous terms,  afforded  the  Committee  an  opportunity  of 'carrying  their 
purpose  into  effect  When  the  arrangements,  which  are  now  proceeding, 
shall  have  been  completed,  the  Society  will  be  in  possession  of  a  set  of  com* 
modious  Offices  for  carrying  ou  the  business  in  every  department,  centrally 
situated,  and  combining  every  proposed  convenience,  at  an  immediate  ex- 
pense, which,  by  the  annual  saving  in  the  Depository,  Commission,  and  other 
expenses,  will  be  gradually  and  finally  replaced- 

^  Among  the  accommodations  afforded  by  the  Institution  in  Earl  Street, 
not  the  least  important  is  that  which  regards  the  Society's  Biblical  Library. 
The  books  of  which  it  consists,  numerous  and  valuable  as  they  are,  would, 
there  is  reason  to  believe,  have  been  considerably  augmented  by  the  libera- 
lity of  the  public,  if  it  had  been  correctly  known  what  the  Society  really 
possessed,  and  in  what  respects,  therefore,  its  collection  was  deficient  In 
the  new  establishment,  a  commodious  room  is  allotted  for  the  recepti<m  of 
the  books,  where  they  will  be  suitably  classed  and  arranged." 

2.  The  Establishment  in  Earl  Street  comprises, 

I.  A  large  and  very  substantial  Warehouse,  attached 
to  the  Society's  House,  wherein  the  Stock  of  Bibles 
and  Testaments  is  deposited,  in  the  most  conve- 
nient and  methodical  manner. 

II.  The  Depositary's  Office,  including  that  of  the  Col- 
lector. 
III.  The  Office  of  the  AssistantSecretaryand  Accountant. 
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The  Ubray*— its  ixnportanee  and  adTantages. 

IV.  The  Conmuttee  Room. 

V.  The  Library,  which  is  also  used  as  a  Sub-Committee 
Room. 

VI.  Office  of  the  Assistant  Foreign  Secretaiy. 

VII.  Rooms  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Secretariesj 
when  detained  on  official  business. 

VIII.  The  apartments  of  the  Depositary,  who  resides  on, 
and  takes  charge  of  the  Premises. 

S.  In  their  Fourteenth  Reportythe  Committee  observe,  — - 

^'  The  Society's  Premises  are  now  in  complete  occupation,  and  are  found 
to  answer,  most  effectually,  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  provided. 
To  those  who  have  had  the  means  of  ohserving  how  prodigiously  the  busi- 
ness  of  the  Society  had  accumulated,  and  to  how  great  inconvenience  and 
embarrassment  the  transaction  of  it  was  subjected,  it  must  have  been 
t>bvious  that  such  an  Establishment,  as  that  which  the  Society  now  possesses, 
had  become  indispensably  necessary.  The  Members  of  ^e  Society  will 
hear,  with  pleasure,  that  the  chan^  from  the  former  to  the  present  system, 
so  J&r  from  entailing  an  additional  expense,  has  occasioned  an  annual 
saving;  amounting,  in  the  first  year,  to  about  jS.300;  while  it  has  (^ven 
concentration,  regularity,  and  despatch,  to  the  business  of  the  Society; 
promoted  the  convenience  of  its  Patrons,  Committee,  and  Officers;  and 
secured  to  the  Institution  that  respectability  which  is  due  to  the  magnitude 
of  its  concerns,  and  the  extent  of  its  rebtions,  in  our  own  and  in  foreigi^ 
countries.*' 

Of  the  increased  facilities  afforded  by  this  important 
and  economical  establishment  to  all  the  operations  of  the 
Society,  and  especially  in  reference  to  its  domestic  concerns, 
every  Secretary  of  an  Auxiliary  Society  will  be  a  competent 
judge,  if  he  compare  the  promptitude  and  despatch  with 
which  all  orders  and  communications  are  now  recognised, 
with  the  unavoidable  delay  which  attended  the  former  system. 


SECTION  IV. 

THE  society's  LIBRARY. 

1.  The  foundation  of  this  important  appendage  to  th<) 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  was  laid  at  a  very  early 
period:— 

*'  It  had  appeared,  for  some  time,  to  many  friends  of  the  Institution,  in  a 
tiigh  degree  desirable  and  expedient  that  copies  should  be  procured  (as  fiir 
as  practicable)  of  all  the  existing  Yersions  of  the  Holy  Scriptures ;  in  order 
that  the  Society  might  not  be  at  a  loss  far  a  standard  edition,  and  the 
means  of  collation,  whenever  an  occasion  might  arise  for  printing  an  impres- 
sion on  its  own  account  The  first  step .  which  was  taken  in  pursuit  of  this 
end,  is  to  be  traced  in  a  resolution  passed  on  the  3d  of  December  1804 ; 
by  which  it  was  determined,  that  of  every  edition  or  translation  of  the 
ttely  Scripturas,  or  of  parts  thereof  printed  under  the  auspices  of  the 
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Society,  six  or  more  copies  should  be  transmitted,  to  be  lodged  in  its 
Depository.  But  as  it  was  foreseen  that  the  operation  of  this  measure 
would  be  unavoidably  slow,  limited,  and  remote,  it  was  fUrther  determined, 
on  the  ensuing  17th,  that  an  appeal  should  be  mode  to  the  community 
at  large,  throi^  the  medium  of  certain  daily  Newspapers  and  Periodical 
Publications  of  charaeter,  soliciting  donations  of  Bibles,  Testaments^  or 
portions  of  the  Scriptures,  in  the  ancient  or  modem  langua^ffes.  The  first 
miits  of  this  detennination  were,  a  munificent  present  m>m  GnmyiUe 
Sharpe,  Esq.  of  thirty-nine  copies  of  the  Holy  Sci^tures,  or  certain  por- 
tions  of  them,  in  various  languages,  together  with  the  Irish  and  Italian 
versions  of  the  English  Liturgy.  Thus  the  first  Chairman  of  the  Society 
became  also  the  first  contributor  to  its  Library*.** 

2.  This  valuable  Collection  of  Books  and  Manuscripts  has, 
through  the  liberality  of  many  individuals,  become  very 
considerable,  and  now  consists  of  about  two  thousand 
volumes.  The  kindness  of  those  to  whom  the  Society  is 
thus  indebted,  is  annually  acknowledged  in  the  Appendix 
to  the  Report,  with  a  specification  of  the  books  presented. 
By  the  Continuance  of  the  same  generosity,  the  InstitutioH 
will,  in  time,  possess  a  compilation  of  die  Scriptures  in  vari- 
ous languages,  as  well  as  of  other  Biblical  works,  which  will 
prove  of  die  greatest  utility,  not  only  to  the  Society  in  pub- 
ushing  different  versions  of  the  Scriptures,  but  to  sucn  of 
the  Subscribers  as  may  have  occasion  to  consult  them; 

3.  But  there  is  another  source  from  which  the  Library 
has  derived  no  inconsiderable  accession,  and  bv  which,  it  is 
hoped,  it  will  be  progressively  enriched.  It  should  be  the 
duty  of  the  Committee  of  every  Auxiliary  and  Branch  Society, 
who  have  not  already  done  so,  to  transmit  a  few  sets  of  their 
Annual  Reports  to  Earl  Street,  and  to  forward  ten  or  twelve 
copies  of  every  succeeding  Report  as  soon  as  published. 
Reference  can  thus  be  had,  in  case  of  necessity,  to  those 
official  records  which  exhibit  the  actual  state  of  Local  So- 
cieties at  different  periods ;  and  the  Parent  Committee  be 
enabled  to  form  a  more  correct  estimate  of  its  resources,  as 
well  as  the  propriety  of  any  suggested  means  for  reviving  or 
encouraging  those  Institutions. 

Anxious  to  do  every  thing  in  their  power  to  render  this 
Collection  complete,  the  Committee  express  their  sanguine 
hope  **  that  the  friends  of  the  Society  will  not  relax  in  their 
zeal,  to  add  such  versions  of  the  Scriptures,  and  other 
Biblical  works,  as  miay  render  the  Library  worthy  of  the 
Institution  to  whose  use  it  is  appropriated.*' 

4.  Several  National  Bible  Societies  on  the  Continent  of 
Europe,  with  that  of  the  United  States  of  America,  have 

•  Owen's  History,  Vol.  I.  p.  135  &  «eq. 
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followed  in  this,  as  in  other  respects,  the  example  of  their 
British  prototype.  The  language  of  one  of  the  eiEirliest  and 
most  efficient  of  these  Institutions,  in  its  Report  for  1819,  is 
pecuUarly  appropriate,  and  may  well  be  adopted  by  all: — 

*^  The  Swedish  Bible  Society's  Library  has  been  increased  from  year  to 
year,  by  means  of  donations,  in  a  manner  that  not  only  bears  the  most 
cheering  evidence  of  the  regard  and  affection  which  Foreign  Societies  ha^^e 
for  our  Institution,  but  which  also  exhibits  a  remarkably  grand  portrait  of 
the  revelation  of  God's  holy  Word  among  all  the  nations  of  the  world. 
There  is  no  gazing  at  this  magnificent  display  of  Bibles  without  feeling 
astonishment  and  adoration.  They  are  printed  each  in  their  different 
character  and  language,  but  reaembUng  the  various  strings  of  a  fine-t<med 
instrument :  all  their  voices  harmonize  in  bearing  the  same  recorcl  of  God 
the  Father,  and  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  whom  he  has  sent :  or  they  may 
be  compared  to  messengers  bearing  the  same  good  news  of  salvation 
throughout  the  earth,  for  the  gathering  together  its  dispersed  kindred^ 
under  one  Lord  and  one  King.  The  ancient  prophecy  is  now  evidently 
more  and  more  fulfilling  every  day;  ^  I  am  found  ijf  them  that  sought  me 
not :'  and  the  Lord  is  speaking  to  the  Heathen  nations  ;  and  saying, '  Lo^ 
I  com€» 


SECTION  V. 

OFFICERS  OF  THE  SOCIETY. 

1.  In  proceeding  to  define  the  duties  which  appertain  to 
these  gentlemen  respectively,  the  just  and  eloquent  remark 
of  the  Society's  historian  forces  itself  on  the  recollection  of 
one  who  has  long  and  frequently  witnessed,  with  admiration, 
that  patience  which  he  longed  to  emulate,  and  those  exertions 
in  which  he  could  but  feebly  co-operate : — "  There  never  was 
an  Institution  which  has  exacted  from  its  Committees**  and 
Officers  "a  larger  tribute  of  time  and. attention  and  personal 
labour,  or  in  which  the  exacted  tribute  has  been  more  cheer- 
fully and  even  zealously  paid."  And  it  may  with  equal 
propriety  be  added,  that  there  never  was  a  Society  whose 
concerns  were  entrusted  to  men  more  competent  to  their 
management,  or  in  which  the  important  duties  of  their  office 
were  discharged  with  greater  prudence  and  discretion. 

2.  The  Officers  of  the  Institution  whose  services  aregra- 
tuitously  rendered,  are, 

I.  The  Present. 

He  is  always  Chairman  of  the  General  Meetings ;  and  also 
presides  at  those  of  the  Committee,  when  able  to  attend. 

Among  the  many  valuable  services  rendered  to  the  So- 
ciety by  Lord  Teignmouth,  it  is  indebted  to  him  for  the 
greater  number  of  its  Annual  Reports ;  which  furnish  an  ad- 
mirable and  lucid  compendium  of  its  proceedings,  while  they 
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afford  a  happy  illustration  of  that  Christian  charity,  and 
liberality  of  sentiment,  so  consonant  with  the  principle  and 
object  of  the  Institution^. 

11.  The  Vice-Presidents. 

No  particular  duty  is  annexed  to  this  office,  except  that  of^ 
presiding,  in  the  absence  of  the  Pr^ident,  at  the  Meetings  of 
the  Committee ;  which  are  occasionally  attended  by  several 
of  the  Prelates,  Noblemen,  and  other  Gentlemen  comprised 
in  the  list,  containing,  at  present,  twenty-six  names.  Of 
these,  no  one  is  more  regiuar  in  his  attendance,  or  more 
regardful  of  the  duties  that  devolve  on  him,  as  Chairman, 
than  the  Chancellor  of  tke  Exchequer,  whose  short  but 
powerful  defence  of  the  furdamental  principles  of  the  So- 
ciety will  be  found  in  the  Appendix.  It  is  indeed  a  grati- 
fying and  consoling  circumstance,  in  times  like  the  present, 
that  we  behold  Prelates  of  the  Established  Church,  Ministers 
of  the  Crown,  and  other  individuals  of  high  rank  and  exten- 
sive influence,  rallying  round  an  Institution  so  peculiarly 
calculated  to  promote  and  maintain  the  best  and  dearest 
interests  of  our  country.  If  it  be  true — as  it  assuredly  is — 
that  "  Righteousness  exalteth  a  nation,**  the  dissemination  of 
the  Holy  Scriptures  at  home,  and  the  practical  exemplifi- 
cation of  their  spirit  and  their  letter,  bv  sending  them  to 
distant  lands,  afford  a  well-grounded  hope,  that  Great 
Britain  may  be  long  preserved  at  peace  within  herself,  and  a 
blessing  to  the  whole  earth. 

nr.  The  Treasurer. 

This  officer  presides  at  the  meetings  of  the  Committee,  in 
the  absence  of  the  President  and  Vice-Presidents.  All  bills, 
on  account  of  ^ants  to  Foreign  Societies,  &c.  are  drawn  on 
him,  by  authonty  of  the  Committee,  officially  communicated. 
The  power  of  giving  orders  on  the  Treasurer  is  vested 
solely  in  the  Sub-Committee  of  Finance ;  two,  at  least,  of 
whom  must  sign  every  order.  As  the  management  and  con- 
troul  of  the  fiuids  are  confided  to  this  Sub-Committee,  they 
direct  the  temporary  investment  of  any  occasional  surplus,  in 
the  public  securities,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Institution; 
reserving  such  balance,  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  as  may 
appear  necessary  for  current  expenses  and  immediate  claims. 

*  The  Reports  of  the  first  Twelve  Years  were  drawn  up  principally  by 
the  President :  since  that  period,  from  the  declining  state  of  his  Lordship's 
health,  this  office  has  devolved  upon  Mr.  Owen,  by  whom  it  continues  to  be 
pernnmeQ* 
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The  Treasurer's  accounts,  with  those  of  the  Sub-Comiiiittee 
of  Finance,  and  all  biUs  and  vouchers,  are  annually  submitted 
to  the  Auditors ;  and  an  abstract,  signed  by  them,  is  included 
in  the  Report 

To  this  ofScer  the  remittances  by«  Auxiliai^  Societies 
should  be  made,  with'a  distinct  specification  of  tne  accounts 
to  which  they  are  to  be  entered ;  and  he  should  immediately 
fiimish  the  Accountant  with  a  statement  of  the  same,  for  in- 
sertion in  the  books  of  the  Society, 

IV.  The  Secretaries. 

Were  it  consistent  with  the  nature  of  a  work  of  this  de« 
scription,  the  author  would  g^|uily  avail  himself  of  the 
opportunity  now  afforded,  to  express  his  sense  of  the  inva- 
luable services  of  those  gentlemen  who  appear  to  have  been 
raised  up  and  qualified  for  this  especial  purpose.  Nothing 
but  a  devoted  zeal  for  the  cause  in  which  they  are  enga^d 
could  have  supported  them,  during  seventeen  years,  in  the  dis- 
charge of  duties  equally  arduous  and  important,  and  attended 
with  the  sacrifice  of  no  inconsiderable  portion  of  time,  health, 
and  domestic  comfort.  Adopting  the  gratefiil  language  of 
the  Committee  for  1813,  it  may  be  truly  said,  that  '^  the 
gratuitous  services,  unremitted  zeal,  and  indefatigable  exer- 
tions of  those  three  Secretaries  of  the  Institution,  far  indeed 
exceed  any  acknowledgments  which  it  is  in  the  power  of  the 
Committee  to  make;  and  the  magnitude  of  them  can  be 
measured  only  by  the  extent  of  the  benefits  which  they  have 
produced." 

The  duties  which  devolve  on  the  Secretaries  include, 

1.  The  Correspondence  of  the  Society,  both  Foreign  and 
Domestic. 

2.  Attendance  at  the  Annual  Meetings  of  Auxiliary  and 
other  Societies;  in  which  they  are  occasionally  assisted 
by  some  of  the  Honorary  Life-Governors  and  other 
members  of  the  Institution,  both  Lay  and  Clerical. 

3.  Attendance  at  the  regular  Committee  Meetings. 

To  these  may  be  added,  their  highly  important  services  on 
Sub-Committees  (of  all  which  they  are  officially  Members) ; 
the  preparing  and  editing  of  the  Monthly  Extracts,  Annual 
Reports,  &c.;  and  that  general  superintendence  of  the  Society, 
in  all  its  relations,  which  the  nature  of  their  office  implies. 

To  the  Clerical  and  Foreign  Secretaries  the  Institution  is 
further  indebted  for  their  valuable  services  during  extensive 
continental  tours.     The  importance  of  those  visits,  and  the 
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beneficial  effects  resulting  from  them,  will  be  appreciated  by 
all  who  have  read  with  attention  the  annual  reports  of  the 
Society :  and  it  is  only  necessary  to  add,  in  no  one  respect 
have  they  been  more  profitably  directed,  l^n  in  maturing 
the  system  of  the  Continental  Bible  InstitutiMn,  and  improy«» 
ing  the  organization  of  their  Committees. 

If  any  consideration  can  add  to  the  grateful  affection  with 
which  the  serWces  of  these  invaluable  men  are  contemplated, 
it  is  that  of  tracing  in  the  Dissenting  Secretary,  the  Founder 
of  the  Society ;  in  his  Clerical  colleague,  its  eloquent  Advo^ 
cede  ami  Historian;  and  in  their  Foreign  co-adjutor,  the 
Dispenser  of  British  benevolence  to  his  countrymen^  and  the 
organ  of  their  gratitude  and  their  love* 

3.  The  Stipendiary  Officers  of  the  Institution  are, 
I.  The  Assistant  Secretary  and  Accountant. 

To  this  officer,  all  correspondence  relative  to  the  funds ; 
advice,  concerning  remittances  by  Auxiliary  Societies  ^  and 
applications  for  visiting  these  Institutions,  should  be  ad« 
dressed.  In  his  department  the  financial  accounts  of  the 
Institution  are  concentrated  He  examines  all  biUs  referred 
by  the  General  Committee  to  the  Sub-Committee  of  Finance, 
previous  to  their  being  audited  and  paid  by  the  latter.  He 
presents  monthlv  to  the  Comnuttee,  a  statement  of  the  assets 
in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  and  of  the  outstanding  en- 
gagements of  the  Society ;  and  keeps  the  general  accounts 
of  the  Institution,  which  he  exhibits,  with  their  proper 
Touchers,  once  every  quarter  to  the  Auditors,  for  whose  sig- 
nature he  prepares  a  general  abstract  of  the  receipts  and 
expenditure  oi^  the  Society,  up  to  that  period  of  the  current 
year. 

It  is  likewise  his  duty  to  acknowledge  all  remittances,  and 
conduct  the  domestic  correspondence  of  the  Society  con- 
nected with  his  department ; — to  give  notices  of  meeting  to 
the  members  of  the  Committee,  and  of  the  several  Sub- 
Committees,  and  prepare  the  necessary  documents  to  lay 
before  them; — to  attend  their  sittings,  and  take  the  minutes 
of  their  proceedings ;  and  subsequently  to  enter  the  same, 
toother  with  abstracts  of  the  several  letters  received,  in  the 

Fair-Minute  Books,  of  which  he  keeps  regular  Indexes ; 

and  to  communicate  such  orders  and  instructions  as  are  from 
time  to  tune  given  by  the  Committee.  He  assists  the  Secre- 
taries in  revising  for  the  press  the  proofs  of  the  Society's 
publications.  He  keeps  an  Alphabetical  Register,  into 
-which  every  subscription  and  donation  to  the  Society  is 
posted  from  the  Collector's  Book,  in  order  to  enable  the 
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Auditors  to  see  that  the  subscriptions  are  duly  collected. 
From  this  register  he  prepares,  twice  in  the  year,  a  list  of  aU 
subscriptions  that  appear  to  be  more  than  six  months  over- 
due ;  and  correctf  the  register,  when  such  list  has'  been  re* 
turned  by  the  Collector,  and  submitted  to  the  Auditors. 

This  officer  gives  security  to  the  Committee  for  the  trust 
reposed  in  him. 

In  this  department  two  Clerks  are  engaged; 

The  mode  of  keeping  the  accounts  with  Auxiliary  Socier 
ties  will  be  considered  in  the  next  Section. 

11.  Assistant  Foreign  Secretary. 

The  extent  and  importance  of  the  Foreign  operations  had 
long  reqi|ired  this  recent  addition  to  the  establishment.  The 
correspondence  with  Continental  and  other  Foreign  Societies, 
and  the  translation  of  letters,  official  documents,  &c.  consti- 
tuted a  heavy  and  increasing  mass  of  duty,  which  it  became 
impossible  for  the  Secretaries  to  discharge  with  justice  td 
themselves  and  the  Society. 

This  officer  and  one  Clerk  find  full  occupation  in  this 
extensive  and  extending  department. 

Ill,  The  Depositary. 

To  this  officer,  the  correspondence  concerning  supplies  of 
Bibles  ^nd  Testaments  is  to  be  addressed.  He  examines  the 
paper  on  which  the  Society's  books  are  printed,  as  well  as 
the  printing  and  binding  of  the  various  versions;  reports  to 
the  Committee  when  new  editions  are  wanted ;  superintends 
the  imports  and  exports,  as  well  as  the  execution  of  the  other 
orders  in  his  department ;  keeps  a  particular  account  of  all 
copies  received  and  delivered,  and  furnishes  Bills  of  Parcels 
to  Societies  and  individuals.  Specimens  of  the  various  trans- 
lations and  editions  are  kept  in  the  Depository,  and  may  be 
seen  by  Subscribers,  on  application^  during  the  hours  of 
business. 

From  this  office,  the  Annual  Reports,  Monthly  Extracts 
of  Correspondence,  and  all  other  papers  printed  by  the 
Society,  are  forwarded  to  Auxiliaries  and  kindred  Institu- 
tions in  Foreign  countries  throughout  the  world. 

The  Depositary  is  responsible  to  the  Committee  for  the 
stock  under  his  charge,  and  gives  security  for  his  trust  He 
has  the  assistance  of  a  Clerk,  a  Warehouseman,  and  three  or 
more  Porters,  according  to  die  press  of  business,  in  order  to 
transact  the  requisite  duties  with  system  and  despatch.  It 
maybe  mentioned  here,  that,  by  a  recent  regulation,  no  pack- 
ages are  sent  out  until  they  are  first  weighed,  and  the  weight 
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marked  upmi  ^m;    thereby  preventing  overcharges  and 
other  mistakes  by  the  carrkn^ 

rv.  Collector. 

To  this  oflScer^  all  corresnondence  concealing  individual 
subscriptions  to  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society 
should  be  addressed.  He  enters  the  particulars  of  everjr 
subscription  and  donation  received^  in  a  book,  which  13 
added  up  whenever  he  makes  a  payment  to  the  Treasurer; 
and  being  then  handed  to  the  Accountant,  it  shews  the  items 
of  which  each  payment  is  constituted;  and  the  Treasurer  i^ 
debited,  and  the  individual  subscribers  credited  accordingly, 
The  Collector  gives  security  for  the  trust  reposed  in  him, 
and  is  remunerated  for  his  trouble  by  a  commission  of  five 
jier  cent  on  the  amount  of  annual  subscriptions  paid  to  th^ 
society. 

Bv  a  recent  arrangement,  the  Collector  submits,  monthly, 
to  tne  General  Committee,  a  list  of  Subscribers  deceasea, 
or  who  may  have  withdrawn  or  declined,  together  with  refe- 
rences to  his  authority  for  such  statement  This  list,  beins 
handed  from  member  to  member,  an  opportunity  is  afforded 
for  considering  whether  it  be  probable  that,  through  their 
influence,  they  may  prevail  upon  some  who  have  withdrawn 
to  renew  their  subscriptions. 

Attendance  is  given  daily  at  the  Society^ s  House,  from  nine  in  the 
morning,  until  seven  in  the  Evening. 


SECTION  VL 


MODE  OF  SUPPLYING  SUBSCRIBERS   AND  AUXILIARY  SOCIETIES, 
AND  OF  KEEPING  THE  ACCOUNTS. 

1.  Pursuant  to  the  Tenth  rule  of  the  Society,  the  Com- 
mittee have  adopted  the  following  regulations  in  reference  to 
the  supply  of  individual  subscribers  : — 

^  At  the  reduced  prices,  as  specified  in  the  Society's  Catalogue*,  each 
Annual  Subscriber  of  One  Guinea  has  the  privilege  of  purchasing  Bibles 
and  Testaments,  within  the  year,  to  the  amount  of  Five  Guineas ;  and  in 
like  proportion  for  every  additional  Guinea  subscribed.  A  Benefiictor  of 
Ten  Guineas  may  purchase  to  the  same  amount  as  an  Annual  Subscriber  of 
One  Guinea;  and  a  Benefiurtor  of  Fifty  Pounds,  as  an  Annual  Subscriber  of 
Five  Guineas. 

^  A  Airther  quantity  may  also  be  had  (upon  application  to  the  Committee) 
at  the  emt  prices. 

"  As  some  persons  have  misunderstood  the  intention  of  the  Society  in 
issuing  Bibles  and  Testaments  at  reduced  prices,  it  may  be  necessary  to 
mention,  that  such  supplies  are  exclusively  intended  for  subscribers  who 
purchaae  accofdiilg  to  their  privilege.  >    ' 

•  See  Appendix,  No.  !!• 
c2 


so  BRITISH  AND  FOREtON  BIBLIS  SOCIETY.  [cfiAF.  U 

Respecting  supplies  of  Bibles  and  Testaments. 


^  It  IS  requested  that  all  orders  may  be  sent  peU-pM^  and  accompankd 
with  a  bill  for  the  amount,  or  an  order  on  some  friend  in  London,  indudhig 
the  paddng-case,  if  such  be  required.** 

During  the  first  ten  years  of  the  Society's  existence,  the 

Seat  scarcity  of  Bibles  in  many  parts  of  our  country,  and 
e  absence  of  any  other  means  by  which  the  wants  could, 
in  any  considerable  degtee,  be  relieved,  furnished  a  sufiicient 
ireason  why  subscribers  should  avaU  themselves  of  the 
privilege  thus  extended  by  the  Institution.  But  as  this 
necessity  has,  in  a  great  measure,  ceased,  in  consequence  of 
the  formation  of  Bible  Associations, — whereby  the  local  defi- 
ciency can  be  more  accurately  ascertained,  and  more  efficiently 
8upplied,-^ubscribers  will  perceive  the  wisdom  of  exercising 
this  privilege  with  caution^  and  to  a  very  moderate  and  par« 
tial  extent 

S.  As  the  establishment  of  Auxiliary  Societies  did  not 
enter  into  the  contemplation  of  the  founders  of  this  remark- 
able Institution,  the  laws,  as  originally  framed,  do  not  contain 
any  provision  for  supplying  them  with  Bibles  and  Testaments, 
But  a  code  of  reffulations,  for  this  purpose,  has  been  subse- 

auently  pirepared,  and  constitutes  an  important  feature  of 
lie  system  now  under  consideration.  Tms  code,  witib  such 
remarks  as  exhibit  its  practical  tendency,  is  detailed  in  the 
following  official  publication : — 

^  BXOirLATIOirS  ADOPTKt)  BY  THX  COMMITTED,  RESPSCTUTG  SUTTLIXS  OF 
BIBLES  AKD  TESTAXEM^S  TO  AUXILLAET  SOCIETIES. 

^  The  Committee  of  the  Briiith  and  Ftrnqn  BihU  Society^  finding  it 
requisite  to  establish  some  general  principles  for  supplying  auxiliary 
.  SOCIETIES  with  Bibles  and  Testaments,  and  being  desirous  of  holding  out 
to  such  Societies  the  greatest  possible  encouragement  to  ascertain  the  want 
of  the  Holj  Scriptures  in  their  respective  districts,  and  to  supply  it  accord- 
ing to  their  discretion,  have  adopted  the  following 

"  REOULATIOKS. 

^  1.  That  the  Committees  of  Auxiliary  Societies  shall  be  entitled  to 
receive  Bibles  and  Testaments,  estimated  at  prime  coti^  to  the  amount  of 
half  the  entire  sum  remitted  by  them  to  the  Parent  Institution,  if  their 
local  necessities  shall  require  such  a  supply. 

**'%  That  the  Members  of  Auxiliary  Societies,  whose  subscriptions 
amount  to  One  Guinea  or  upwards  annually,  or  to  Ten  Guineas  or  upwards 
at  one  time,  may  purchase  Bibles  and  Testaments,  from  the  Depotitor^  ^ 
the  jiuxUimy  Society^  agreeably  to  the  Rules  of  the  Parent  Institution. 

**"  3.  That,  in  order  to  facilitate  such  supplies  for  the  Members  of 
Auxiliary  Societies,  an  adequate  quantity  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  shall 
be  forwarded,  as  required,  to  their  respective  Depositories,  charged  at  the 
reduced  prices  ;  the  same  to  he  paid  for  by  each  Society,  half-yeany,  in  the 
months  of  January  and  July*. 


•  The  Author  would  respectfully  suggest,  in  reference  to  this  regulation, 
that  a  more  simple  and  economical  arrangement  may  be  adopted,  which  wiU 
be  submitted  in  the  third  division  of  this  Section. 
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^  4.  That  the  Committees  of  Auxiliaiy  Societies  shall  have  the  further 
privily  of  purchasing  to  any  amount,  at  prime-cost. 

^^  &.  That  they  cause  to  be  transmitted  to  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible 
Sode^,  when  required^  a  List  of  their  Subscribers  and  Benefactors,  alpha- 
beticaUy  arranged,  distinguishing  the  Annual  Subscribers  of  One  Guinea 
and  upwards,  and  the  Bene&ctors  of  Ten  Guineas  wd  upwards. 

''  OBSERVATIOKS. 

^'  It  will  appear,  from  the  above  Regulations,  that  Annual  Subscribers  of 
One  Guinea  and  upwards,  and  Bene&ctors  of  Ten  Guineas  and  upwarda, 
tawoughout  the  empire,  are  pkped  on  the  same  footing,  as  to  their  jwivilege^ 
of  purchasing  Bibles  and  Testaments  at  the  reduced  prices,  whether  they 
contribute  duectly  to  the  Parent  Institution,  or  to  any  of  the  Auxiliary 
Societies. 

^  Auxiliary  Societies  will  now  find  it  to  their  advantage  so  to  modify  their 
constitution,  as  to  transmit  the  whole  of  their  Amds,  after  deducting  their 
incidental  expenses,  to  the  Parent  Society  i  as,  in  that  case,  they  will 
be  entitled,  by  the  above  Begulations,  to  receive  Bibles  and  TestamentSi 
estimated  at  prime  cost,  to  the  amount  of  one-half  of  the  sum  so  trans* 
mitted;  and  will,  moreover,  be  enabled  to  supply  their  Annual  Sub. 
scribers  of  One  Guinea  and  upwards,  and  Bene&ctors  of  Ten  Guineas 
and  upwards,  at  reduced  prices,  from  their  own  Depository,  according  to 
the  friU  rate  of  pAviUage  ei\joyed  by  such  as  contribute  directly  to  the 
Parent  Society. 

^  In  thus  returning  to  Auxiliary  Societies  one-half  of  the  whole  sum 
received  from  them  (if  required)  in  Bibles  and  Testaments,  esdnuited  at 
prime  cost,  and  yet  allowing  the  individual  Members  of  such  Societies  to 
exercise  their  privilege  of  purchasing  at  reduced  prices,  the  P^irent  Institu^ 
tion  will  be  exposed  to  the  possibiBty  of  great  loss-^-a  loss  which  would 
equal,  in  the  case  of  some  Auxiliary  Sodeties,  (were  the  privilege  of  pur- 
chasing at  reduced  prices  carried  to  its  full  extent  by  their  Members,)  the 
entire  contribution  derived  from  such  Societies;  and  in  other  cases,  would 
greatly  exceed  it 

**  It  Ifi  dear,  therefore,  that  the  Parent  Institution  entrusts  much  of  the 
interests  of  her  general  and  foreign  objects  to  the  prudence  and  liberality 
of  the  Auxiliary  Sodeties ; — ^to  dieir  prudence^  in  availing  themselves  of 
the  advantages  which  she  c^ers  to  them,  no  further  than  their  local  neces- 
siUes  really  require  ;<^and  to  their  HbemKiy^  in  assisting  the  general  and 
finreign  objects  of  the  Parent  Sodety,  with  whatever  sums  can  be  spared 
from  the  supply  of  these  local  necessities. 

^'  But  the  Committee  of  the  British  and  Forei^  BiUe  Sodety  have  no 
fear  in  thus  entrusting  the  general  and  foreign  objects  of  the  Institution  to 
the  prudence  and  liberality  of  the  Auxiliary  Sodeties.     One  common  feeling 
animates  the  whole  body,  and  the  Committee  anxiously  wish  to  cherish  and 
perpetuate  this  feeling.    They  will  leave  it,  therefore,  to  the  Auxiliary 
Sodeties  to  determine  to  what  extent  they  shall  avail  themselves  of  the 
above  Begulations,  in  the  supply  of  their  local  wants.     In  consideration 
however,  of  the  liberality  of  these  Regulations,  they  not  only  recommen 
with  confidence  that  economy  in  gratuitous  distributions,  which  will  restraii: 
itself  to  the  supply  of  real  wants,  but  they  request  such  Auxiliary  Societies 
M  may  retain  any  portion  of  their  frmds,  to  transmit,  at  the  close  of  every 
year,  their  unappUed  halanee  to  the  Parent  Institution,  in  furtherance  of 
ihegeturai,  andj  vwrt  etpeeiaily,  the  Foreign  ohjeelso/the  Society, 

JOHN  OWEN,  -1 

JOSEPH  HUGHES,      %  Secretaries.** 
C  r.  A-  8TEINKOPFF,  5 
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Mode  of  keeping  the  Accounts  with  Auxiliary  Societies. 

S.  The  Accounts  with  Auxiliary  Societies  are  kept  under 

the  distinct  heads  of — 

^^      # 

**  Moiety  Account** — ^for  Bibles  and  Testaments,  in  re- 
turn for  contributions,  to  the  extent  of  a  moiety,  if 
required  for  local  distribution ;   and 
"  Purchase  Account** — for  Bibles  and  Testaments,  at 
cost  and  reduced  prices : 
and  the  letters  advising  remittances,  to  the  Accountant  and 
Depositary,  should  distinctly  specify  the  particular  object,  for 
which  the  whole,  or  any  definite  proportion  of  the  sum,  is 
remitted.    Thus,  if  the  local  necessities  of  Auxiliary  Societies, 
or  their  connected  Associations,    require    that   the    whole 
amount  of  any  particular  sum  shaJl  be  returned  in  Bibles  and 
Testaments  at  the  cost  prices,  the  remittance  is  made  "on 
purchase  account;''  but  if,  as  is  generally  the  case,  the  return 
q{  one-half  be  sufficient  to  supp^  those  wants,  the  remittance 
is  made  **  on  moiety  account.** 

With  regard  to  the  supply  of  Subscribers,  it  would  save  con- 
siderable trouble  to  all  parties,  if  the  Secretaries  of  Auxiliary 
Societies  were  to  furnish  a  statement,  annually,  of  the  niunber 
and  description  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  sold  to  their  sub- 
scribers at  reduced  prices,  and  their  loss  on  such  sales :  the 
amount  of  this  loss  would  then  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  such 
society,  under  the  head  of  purchase  or  moiety  account^  at 
their  option. 

The  following  observation,  dictated  by  a  sound  judgment, 
is  strongly  recommended  to  the  attention  of  those  few  local 
societies  which  continue  the  injudicious  practice  referred  to:— 

*^  It  is  much  to  be  regretted,  that  any  of  the  Auxiliaxy  Societies  should 
retain  the  practice  of  aUowing  a  proportion  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  to  the 
individual  subscriber.  A  r&renoe  of  the  distribution  to  the  Committee 
exclusivelj,  would,  in  all  cases,  afford  the  best  security  for  baring  the  local 
▼ants  supi^ied,  on  terms  proportioned  to  the  circumstances  of  the  popu- 
lation V 

When  an  Auxiliary  Society  finds  itself  enabled  to  remit  a 
sum  for  the  general  and  Foreign  objects,  it  should  be  dis- 
tinctly stated  that  "  no  return  is  required*'  for  such  remittance, 
which  would  then  be  expressly  acknowledged  in  the  annual 
reports  of  the  Institution.  The  circulation  of  more  than  Two 
Millions  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  within  the  United  King- 
dom, and  the  increasing  magnitude'of  the  Foreign  operations, 
justify  the  expression  of  an  earnest  hope,  that  tiie  contribu- 
tions for  tiiis  object  will  become  annually  more  prominent 

•  Owen*fl  Hirtoiy,  Vol  II.  p.  537,  note. 
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Bxtnch  SocAetifis  entitled  to  tke  same  advantages  as  Auxiliaries. 


The  Secretaries  of  Auxiliary  Societies  should  he  particular 
in  specifying  the  descriptions  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  re- 
quired, according  to  their  respective  designations  in  thtf 
Society's  Catalogue. 

Branch  Societies  are  entitled  to  the  same  privileges  in  every 
respect  as  Auxiliaries;  but  it  is  very  desirable,  in  order  to 
prevent  trouble  and  inaccuracy,  that  their  orders  and  remit- 
tances should  be  transmitted  through  the  medium,  or  in  the 
name,  of  those  Auxiliary  Societies  with  which  they  axe 
respectively  connected. 

4.  It  should  be  ren^mbered^  that  the  Society*s  cost  prices, 
in  consideration  of  tne  extent  of  its  orders,  are  below  the 
usual  cost  to  Booksellers,  of  books  bound  in  like  manner ;  and, 
consequently,  materially  lower  than  the  prices  at  which  Book- 
sellers can  afford  to  sell  tibenu 

The  following  Notice,  appended  to  the  Sixteenth  Report, 
deserves  the  particular  attention  of  those  to  whom  it  is 
addressed. 

^  TO  AJJXAlAXT  SOCISTTBS  AlTD  BIBLE  ASSOCIATIOITS. 

**  The  Committee  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  finding  that 
their  Third  regulation  for  supplying  AuxiBary  Societies  wiUi  Bibles  and 
Testaments  on  a  short  credit,  to  enable  them  to  supply  their  Memberty  has 
been  misunderstood  as  extending  also  to  supplies  for  Bible  Associations, 
whose  funds  are  chiefly  limited  to  the  purchase  of  Bibles  and  Testaments ; 
they  b^  leave  to  state,  that  it  is  necessary  for  orders  intended  for  Asso- 
ciaUons  to  be  accompanied  with  payment;  it  being  understood  that  the 
moneys  are  usually  collected  from  Associations  previous  to  purchasing  the 
books :  and,  from  the  vast  increase  of  them,  the  demand  has  become  so 
progressively  extensive,  that,  were  the  Parent  Institution  to  allow  a  credit 
to  be  given  by  their  Depositary,  they  would  be  under  the  necessity  of 
taking  credit  from  the  Universities ;  whereby  they  would  lose  the  benefit 
of  the  discount  allowed  for  prompt  payment,  and,  of  course,  the  eoU  pnem 
9/  ike  BibUi  and  Teeiamenis  weuld  be  propertionaUy  adwMHced, 

^  Of  the  copies  sold  by  Auxiliary  Societies  to  the  poor  at  reduced  prices, 
the  loss  must  necessarily  be  sustained  out  of  the  Bibles  and  Testaments 
returned  for  a  moiety  of  their  contributions,  or  otherwise  furnished  to  such 
Societies  at  prime  cost;  as  any  other  measures  would  be  ruinous  to  the 
£mds  of  the  Parent  Institution.** 

._  '  * 

The  Rules  reconmiended  hy  the  Parent  Institution  for 

adoption  by  Auxiliary  Societies,  Branch  Societies,  Associa- 
tions conducted  hy  gentlemen.  Marine  Associations,  and 
Ladies*  Associations^  with  such  alterations  as  experience  and 
observation  have  suggested,  will  be  found  in  the  respective 
Chapters  which  treat  of  these  societies. 
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SECTION  VII. 

AGENTS. 

1.  In  contemplating  the  progress  of  the  Bible  Society, 
especially  in  reference  to  its  foreign  relations,  the  great  im« 
portance  of  that  part  of  the  system  on  which  we  are  now 
about  to  enter,  will  be  seen  and  appreciated.  The  chain  of 
providential  circumstances  that  led  to  the  first  engagements  of 
Agents,  and  the  astonishing  results  of  their  exertions,  justify 
the  introduction  of  the  foUowing  extracts  from  a  work,  to 
which  the  reader  is  referred  for  more  copious  details  on  this 
highly  interesting  subject : — 

'^  In  the  jear  1805,  the  Rev.  John  Paterson,  and  the  Rev.  Ehenezer 
Henderson,  both  natives  of  Scotland,  and  animated  with  a  zeal  fur  the  pro- 
pagation of  the  Gospel,  resigned  their  country,  connections,  and  worldly 
prospects,  in  order  to  serve  as  Christian  Missionazies  in  India.  Precluded 
hj  the  r^^tions  of  the  British  East-India  Company  from  occupying  sta- 
tions withm  their  territorial  dominions,  they  repaired  to  Copenhagen,  in  the 
hope  of  obtaining  a  passage  to  Tnmquebar,  and  exercising  their  ministry 
within  the  settlement  attadied  to  the  Danish  Crown  on  the  coast  of  Coro- 
mandeL  Having  been  disappointed  in  their  expectation,  they  felt  them- 
selves compelled  to  abandon  the  design — ^a  design  nearest  their  heart,  of 
proclaiming  the  glad  tidings  of  salvation  to  the  heathen ;  and  ^egan  to  con- 
sider, in  what  manner  they  might  turn  their  Missionary  zeal  to  profitable 
account  in  th«t  part  of  Christendojcn  upon  which  the  Providence  of  God 
appeared  to  have  cast  them. 

^'  Under  this  impression,  they  commenced  a  very  diligent  inquiry  into 
the  state  of  religion  in  the  countries  by  which  they  were  more  immediately 
surrounded.  Among  the  individuals  of  consideration  with  whom  they  had 
formed  a  connection  during  their  residence  at  Copenhagen,  was  Justiciary 
.  Thorkelin,  Privy-Keeper  of  the  Royal  Archives,  a  person  very  generally 
respected,  and  distinguished  for  his  zealous  attachment  to  the  cause  of 
Christianity.  This  gentleman,  being  a  native  of  Iceland,  and  feeling,  as  a 
Christian  patriot,  for  the  spiritual  wel&re  of  his  country,  laid  open  to  these 
disappointed  Missionaries  a  field  of  immediate  usefulness,  by  directing 
their  attention  to  the  religious  state  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  island,  and 
to  the  dearth  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  at  that  time  prevailing  among  them. 
Mr.  Thorkelin  suted,  Uiat  the  population,  amounting  to  nearly  50,000, 
scarcely  contained  one  person  in  a  hundred,  above  the  age  of  twelve  or 
fourteen,  who  could  not  read ;  that  no  people  in  the  world  were  fonder  of 
reading ;  and  that  as  the  only  press  of  which  they  were  possessed  had  not 
hben  u$ed  for  many  years,  the  inhabitants  supplied  the  want  of  printed 
books  by  the  laborious  and  tardy  expedient  of  transcribing  them:  that 
the  Scriptures  were  no  longer  to  be  obtained  for  money ;  and  that  not  above 
forty  or  fifty  copies  of  the  Bible  were  to  be  found  throughout  the  island. 
'  These  affecting  particulai*s  excited  in  the  breasts  of  these  excellent  young 
.men  the  kindest  emotions.  Touched  with  compassion  for  nearly  50,000 
of  their  fellow-Christians,  inhabiting  a  remote  ishmd,  and  destitute  of  those 
sacred  oracles  which  they  so  dearly  prized  and  revered,  Messrs.  Paterson 
and  Henderson  despatch^  the  information,  with  which  themselves  had  been 
00  deeply  impressed,  to  their  friends  in  Scotland ;  and  made  an  earnest 
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appeal  on  behalf  of  this  interesting  and  destitute  people.  Through  this 
drauitous  channel  the  intelligence  was  conveyed,  bj  a  respectable  cone- 
spondent  in  Edinburgh,  to  the  Committee  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible 
Society,  and  thus  the  question  of  administering  aid  to  the  necessitous  Ice* 
landers  was  brought  regularly  and  seriously  berore  them. 

**  Sucb  were  the  circumstances  to  which  we  are  to  ascribe  the  intix>» 
duction  of  the  Ber.  Messrs.  Faterson  and  Henderson  to  the  notioe  and 
the  employment  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society ;  and  the  origin 
of  those  exertions,  which,  promoted  by  the  wisdom  and  activity  of  these 
diligent  labourers,  and  fostered  by  the  paternal  care  of  a  benign  and  gra* 
dous  Providenoe,  have  terminated  in  measures  so  dignified  and  compre* 
hensive,  on  the  part  of  the  Northern  Powers  of  £urope,  for  circulating  the 
Holy  Scriptures  among  the  inhabitants  of  their  respective  dominions  *.** 

S.  Another  invaluable  Agent  of  the  Sodety  is  thus  intro^ 
duced  :— 

*'  The  Rev.  Robert  Pinlcerton,  like  his  co-a^utorsin  the  NorUi  of  Europe, 
Messrs.  Paterson  and  Henderson,  is  a  native  of  Scotland,  and  emigrated 
from  his  country  in  May  1805,  under  the  patronage  of  the  £dinbuT|^ 
Missionary  Society,  in  order  to  serve  as  a  Misrionuy,  at  the  religiou* 
settlement  in  the  Caucasus.  In  this  situation  he  continued  at  Kamss,  till 
the  state  of  lus  health  compeUed  him  to  leave  it,  in  September  1808.  In 
the  month  of  Maivh,  1809,  he  took  up  his  residence  at  Moscow;  and 
obtained  veiy  honourable  and  advantsgeous  emploiyment,  as  preceptor  ill 
the  families  of  several  peraons  of  distinction. 

'^  While  thus  occupied,  Mr.  Pinkerton  never  lost  sight  of  the  spiritual 
object  to  which  he  had  considered  himself  devoted :  and  as  he  had  been 
diverted  from  the  pursuit  of  it  in  one  direction,  he  resolved  to  let  no  oppor- 
tunity escape,  by  which  he  might  be  enabled  to  promote  it  in  another.  In 
this  state  of  mind,  a  letter  from  Mr.  Steinkopff,  at  the  dose  of  1809,  decided 
him  to  turn  his  attention  to  the  state  of  the  Scriptures,  in  Russia,  and  to 
the  means  of  providing  for  them,  in  that  extensive  empire,  a  more  general 
and  more  effectual  dissemination.  In  the  winter  of  1811,  Mr.  Pinkerton 
had  so  fiu"  succeeded,  as  to  have  prevailed  upon  some  of  the  first  nobility 
to  take  an  active  interest  in  promoting  the  establishment  of  a  Bible  Society 
in  the  dty  of  Moscow.  In  the  spring  of  1812,  the  plan  of  such  an  Insti- 
tution was  digested  in  the  Russian  I^guage ;  and  this  plan,  which  com- 
prehended the  Scriptures  in  the  native  Slavonian  as  weU  as  the  foreign 
dialects  of  the  empire,  was  to  have  been  submitted  to  his  Imperial  Majesty 
in  the  ensuing  winter,  and,  in  the  event  of  its  receiving  the  Imperial 
sanction,  the  Sodety  was  to  be  forthwith  established  at  Moscow.  Anxious 
for  the  accomplishment  of  this  important  undertaking,  and  encoursged  by 
the  success  of  similar  exertions  both  at  Stockholm  and  Abo,  Mr.  Pi^erton 
was  induced  to  open  a  correspondence  with  Mr.  Paterson,  which  terminated 
in  bringing  them  together  f.** 

One  of  the  most  important  tours  undertaken  by  the  Society^s 
agents^  was  that  recently  concluded  by  Dr.  Pinkerton.  Leaving 
his  home  and  family  at  St  Petersburg  in  the  spring  of  1819, 
this  devoted  man  proceeded  into  White  Russia,  Samogitia, 
and  Lithuania,  encouraging  and  assisting  the  societies  already 
established,  and  preparing  the  way  for  similar  institutions  in 


•  Owen's  IJistory,  Vol  I.  p.  240  et  seq.        f  Il»d.  VoL  II.  p.  337  et  se^^ 
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otber  places.  In  these  provincesy  and  in  many  parts  of  the 
JPrussian  dominionsy  he  found  it  his  duty  **  to  bring  the ' 
consolatory  doctrines  of  the  Gospel  to  the  wards  of  the  sick  in 
the  hospitals,  and  to  the  cells  or  criminals  in  prisons. — With 
tears  of  gratitude  (he  observes)  they  usuaUy  received  die 
precious  boon  of  God's  Word.**  Continuing  his  journey 
through  Saxony,  Prussia,  Hanover,  and  Hesse  Cassel,  he 
proceeded  into  Switzerland,  and  thence  through  France  to 
England.  After  conferring  with  the  Committee  of  the  Pbrent 
Society,  he  took  his  departure  from  London  in  February  1819 ; 
and  after  traversing  France  a  second  time,  confimung  aSid 
extending  the  interest  excited  in  that'  kingdom  for  the  areat 
object  of  the  Society,  he  proceeded  through  Italy  io  Malta, 
which  he  reached  in  the  bc^einning  of  June.  Here  he  'Wisited 
die  firioids  of  the  Society  from  house  to  house ;"  and  after  at- 
tending an  important  Meeting  of  the  Committee,  and  suggest- 
ing various  means  for  extending  the  Biblical  cause  in  the 
Mediterranean,  he  embarked  for  Corfu,  where  the  Ionian 
BiBi.fi  Society  was  established  on  the  20th  of  July ;  and  the 
formation  of  the  Auxiliary  Societies  of  Cephalonia  and  Zante 
almost  immediately  followed  \  In  communicating  these  grati- 
fying events  to  tiie  Parent  Committee,  our  Christian  traveller 
observes; — "Hindrances  have  been  removed,  tiie  mist  of- 
ignorance  has  been  dispelled,  tiie  most  conspicuous  indications 
of  unity  of  principle  and  feeling  have  appeiu:ed,  and  the  cause 
is  now  patronized  and  supported  by  the  united  powers  of  all 
classes  of  the  inhabitants.  '  Not  unto  us — not  unto  us^ — but 
unto  HIM  be  the  glory ,  out  of  whose  fulness  we  have  all  received 
grace  fw  grace  r  ** 

In  the  Christian  course,  notiiing  should  be  considered  as 
done,  while  any  thing  remains  to  be  accomplished.  So  thought 
this  indefatigable  labourer;  and  proceeding byCorinth,  "having 
constantiy  in  view  the  beautiful  mountain  scenery  of  the  an- 
cient Achaia,  whose  every  path  and  plain  have  been  trodden 
by  the  Apostles  and  first  Missionaries  of  tiie  Cross,'*  he  landed 
in  Attica ;  and  on  the  20th  of  August,  Athens  became  the  seat 
of  a  Bible  Society.  It  is  impossible  to  contemplate  this  me- 
morable event  without  indulging  the  sanmiine  hope,  that 
such  an  institution  is  designed  to  accomplish  a  great  and 
important  purpose.  EstabUshed  amidst  the  ruined  temples 
which  exhibit  the  evanescent  nature  of  the  wisdom  that  "  de- 
scendeth  not  from  ahovCj^  we  may  cherish  the  persuasion,  that 

*  Similar  institutions,  in  connexion  with  the  Ionian  Bible  Society,  have 
heen  subsequently  established  at  Ithaca  and  PAXot ;  and  othea  axe  in 
contemplation  in  the  remainder  of  the  Islands,  as  well  as  on  the  neigfa- 
hflurkig  Continent. 
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**  Ckrisi  cructfied**  wiH  no  longer  be  **  unio  the  Gr0sks  foolisk' 
ness^  but,  ^  tm/o  them  who  are  called^  both  Jews  and  Greeks, 
Christ  the  power  ofGod^  and  the  wisdom  of  God.** 

From  Atfaensi  Dr.  Pinkerton  travelled  to  Constantiiiople. 
A  primary  object  of  this  visit  was  the  revision  of  the  manuscript 
of  tire  Turkish  Bible,  before  it  should  be  put  to  press  at  Paris : 
and  the  translation  and  printing  of  the  Old  and  New  Testa- 
ment in  Modem  Greek  was  another  object  of  his  attention,  in 
Fhicb,  by  a  train  of  providential  circumstances,  he  happQy 
succeeded.  Having  made  these  important  arrangements,  and 
settled  a  plan  for  supplying  the  niunerous  Armenian  popula- 
tion of  Asia  Minor  and  Tuniey  with  the  Holy  Scriptures,  he 
left  Constantinople  on  the  37  th  of  October ;  and  after  per^ 
forming  quarantine  at  Odessa,  where  his  detention  for  forty- 
nine  days  afforded  him  an  opportunity  of  witnessing  the  ex- 
traordinary success  of  this  branch  of  the  Russian  Bible 
Society,  he  proceeded,  through  Moscow^  to  St.  Petersburg 
where  he  arrived  on  the  IStb  of  January  1820,  and  rejoined 
his  \?ife  and  fiuniiy  ''after  a  separation  of  twenty  long  months.** 
During  the  latter  part  of  this  tour,  Dr.  Pinkerton  had  two 
remarbible  escapes  from  the  plague  infection,  as  detaOed  in 
his  highly  interesting  letters;  the  last  of  which,  announcing 
his  arrival  at  St  Petersburg,  supplies  this  appropriate  apo- 
strophe, in  reference  to  a  journey  scarcely  exceeded,  in  its 
importance,  its  object,  and  its  extent,  since  the  days  of  the 
Apostles : — "  How  often  have  I  looked  death  in  the  face  since 
I  left  home  this  last  time — ^how  many  hundred  horses  have 
borne  me  along  mv  course — ^not  fewer  than  eleven  different 
vessels  have  carried  me  from  continent  to  continent,  and  from 
isle  to  isle,  during  the  last  twelve  months;  frequently  in 
distress  and  sickness — ^but  still  preserved  to  praise  the  Re- 
deemer of  men,  who  suffered  not  a  hair  of  my  head  to  be 
touched  by  the  hands  of  violence,  nor  a  bone  of  my  body  to 
be  broken  by  any  unfortunate  accident!" 

3.  It  is  not  consistent  with  the  design  of  the  author  to 
follow  more  closely  the  progress  and  describe  the  labours  of 
these  indefatigable  and  devoted  men,  however  it  might  re- 
lieve the  detw  of  the  system.  The  reader  is  necessarily 
referred  to  the  History  and  Annual  Reports  of  the  Societv, 
for  the  particidars  of  their  highly  important  services  ip 
Sweden,  Denmark^  Iceland,  Norway,  Germany,  the  Nether- 
lands, Prussia,  Poland,  and,  in  an  especial  manner,  the  ex- 
tensive empire  of  Russia.  While  he  traces  their  footsteps 
through  so  considerable  a  portion  of  the  globe,  and  estimate^-- 
if  indeed  it  be  possible  to  estimate— -the  blessings  which  they 
were  the  honoured  instruments  of  conferring  on  their  fellow^ 
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ereatures,  he  will  appreciate  the  value  of  agency  in  a  cause 
like  this ;  and  acknowledge  the  justice  of  an  observation 
already  made,  that  its  officers  and  advocates  have  been  pre* 
pared  and  qualified,  in  an  extraordinary  manner,  for  the  work 
wherein  they  were  engaged. 

4.  In  another  and  deeply  interesting  portion  of  the  globe, 
comprising  the  eastern  shores  and  islands  of  the  Mediterra- 
nean, Egypt,  Syria,  and  Palestine,  the  Society  has  derived 
great  advantage  from  the  extensive  travels  and  zealous  labours 
of  the  Rev.  W.  Jowett  and  C.  Burckhardt.  The  latter,  "  a 
young  man  of  superior  talents,  ardent  piety,  and  the  most 
enterprising  zeal,"  passed  some  time  at  Alexandria  and  Grand 
Cairo ;  ana  then  went  to  Jerusalem,  where  he  visited  all  die 
convents  and  public  places,  and  furnished  them  everywhere 
with  the  Word  of  God.*' — After  succeeding  in  opening  many 
acceptable  channels  for  the  distribution  of  the  Scriptures, 
and  making  various  important  discoveries  in  connexion  with 
this  object  in  different  parts  of  Egypt  and  Syria,  he  was 
suddenly  carried  off,  by  a  fever  at  Aleppo,  from  his  woik  to 
his  reward  ;  leaving  "  to  his  friends,"  as  the  Secretary  of  the 
Malta  Bible  Society  very  properlv  observes,  **  the  memory 
of  an  example,  wmch  must  impel  them  to  redouble  their 
efforts,  that  the  Word  of  the  Lord  may  still  have  free  course 
and  be  glorified*." 

5.  A9  the  Christian  reader  contemplates  the  disinterested 
zeal  and  perseverance  of  these,  and  many  other  devoted 
labourers  in  this  extensive  field  of  usefulness,  he  will  be 
reminded  of  the  great  Apostle  of  the  Gentiles.  Like  him, 
they  "Steadily  pursued  their  course,  "  in  joumeyings  ofteriy  in 
perils  of  waters^  in  perils  of  robbers,  in  perils  liy  the  heathen, 
in  perils  in  the  wildemessy  in  perils  in  the  sea,  in  perils  among 

.  J^atse  brethren ;  in  weariness  and  painfulness,  in  watchings  often, 
in  hunger  and  thirst,  in  fastings  often,  in  cold  and  nakedness.** 
As  he  follows  the  bright  track  which,  through  the  mercy  of 
GoD  in  Christ  Jesus,  they  were  enabled  to  pursue,  he  will 
indeed  be  induced  to  pause  on  the  banks  of  the  Ganges  and  the 
Dahl,  and  to  linger  in  the  vale  of  Tocat  and  the  plain  of  Aleppo, 
that  he  may  drop  the  tear  of  gratitude  on  the  graves  of  Brown 
and  ofBiiUNNMARK,  of  Martyn  and  of  Burckhardt;  but 
he  will  renew  his  survey,  under  the  consoling  reflection,  that 
they  devoted  themselves  to  death  "for  the  word  of  God,  and 
tlie  testimony  of  Jesus ;" — *'  as  poor,  yet  making  many  rich ;  as 
having  nothing,  and  yet  possessing  all  things,'*     They  have 

•  See  Owen's  History,  VoL  IH.  p.  457  et  seq.  &  479  et  seq.  for  many 
ether  interesting  particulars  relative  to  this  fidthful  and  inde&tigable  man. 
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entered,  with  Porteus,  and  Buchanan,  and  Milner,  tbal 
«  rest  which  remaineth  for  the  people  of  God.''  May  thcit 
surviving  friends  and  colleagues^  rich  in  the  same  faith,  and 
strong  in  thesiunie  hope,  be  incited,  by  their  example,  to 
renewed  and  persevering  exertion! 

6.  The  numerous  advantages  derived  from  the  employ- 
ment of  suitable  Agents,  and  the  extensive  field  which  is  now 
open  to  their  valuable  labours,  render  it  extremely  desirable 
that  a  greater  number  of  individuals,  properly  qualified, 
should  be  engaged  for  this  important  department  Under 
these  considerations,  the  Committee  have  recently  renewed 
their  exertions  to  obtain  additional  aid,  and  with  considerable 
success.  The  following  are  the  accredited  Affents  of  the 
Institution  at  the  present  time,  in  the  order  of  their  appoint- 

"^^=~  Rev.  Dr.  Paterson- 

Rev.  Dr.  Henderson. 
Rev.  Dr.  Pinkerton. 
Mr.  Charles  8.  Dudley. 
Rev.  H.  D.  Leeves.  + 

The  Society  is  also  under  obligations  of  no  common  kind 
to  many  Clerical  and  other  members  of  local  societies,  for 
tiieir  occasional  assistance ;  which  has  been  sensibly  felt,  and 
gratefully  appreciated.  If  Clergymen,  and  other  gentiemen 
who  are  interested  in  the  cause,  would  more  frequentiy  ofier 
iheir  temporary  services  in  visiting  Societies  and  Committees, 
it  would  materially  promote  tiie  design  of  the  Institution. 

7.  It  is  difficult  to  define  with  precision  the  duties  that 
devolve  on  an  accredited  Agent  of  the  Bible  Society ;  and 
even  the  Annual  Reports,  and  Monthly  Extracts  of  Corre- 
spondence, supply  but  a  faint  outline  of  his  engagements. 
The  re-organization  and  encouragement  of  existing  societies, 
and  that  assistance  in  the  establishment  of  new  ones,  which 
prudence  prescribes  and  experience  suggests,  constitute  the 
more  prominent  feature  in  this  outline.  But  the  labours  of 
an  Agent,  especially  in  reference  to  the  domestic  depart- 
ment, may  be  as  profitably,  though  less  conspicuously  di- 
rected to  die  improvement  of  the  system  of  local  institutions, 

f  While  this  work  was  preparing  for  the  press,  intelligence  was  received 
of  the  decease  of  the  Rer.  Charles  Williamson,  who  had  recently  been  ap- 
pointed one  of  the  Sodetj^s  Agents.  He  died  in  the  Isle  of  Samos,  after  a 
short  illness,  on  the  Sth'of  November  18S0 ;— thus  adding  another  name  to 
the  list  of  those  who  *^  rett/ram  tlneir  labours,*  but  whose  **  works  foUow 
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and  the  instructi<m  of  their  Committees.  Nor  will  he  he 
less  usefully  engaged,  in  enforcing  the  necessity  of  a  strict 
And  inviolable  adherence  to  the  fimdamental  principle  of  the 
Society,  and  extending  information  relative  to  its  practical 
results.  Under  the  head  of  ^'Concluding  Observations,"  al 
the  end  of  this  chapter,  such  further  remarks  will  be  intro- 
duced,  as  appear  necessary  with  regard  to  this  important 
subject 

8*  It  would  indeed  be  unjust  to  close  this  section  with* 
out  a  distinct  reference  to  an  individual,  whose  indefatigable 
seal  and  invaluable  services  are  beyond  all  praise. — Profes^ 
sor  Van  Ess  is  thus  introduced  by  the  hbtorian  of  the 
Bible  Society  :— 

^  About  this  period  (towards  the  dose  of  1812)  a  neir  labourer  presented 
himself  to  notice,  and  claimed,  through  the  channel  of  its  Foreign  Secretarf^ 
the  attention  and  assistance  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  on 
behalf  of  the  German  Catholics.  This  labouier  was  the  Bev.  Lender 
Yan  Ess,  who,  together  with  his  brother,  had  produced  a  Translation  of 
the  Testament  from  the  Greek;  which  the  first  Protestant  Clergymen  at 
Dresden  and  Zurich*  concurred,  with  respectable  authorities  among  the 
Boman-Catholic  Litenti,  in  recommending,  as  exhibiting  a  pure  and  correct 
yersidn  of  the  Saered  OriginaL  This  Catholic  Professor  of  Divinity  (for 
to  that  office  he  had  been  recently  appointed  in  the  University  of  Mar- 
burg) described  the  solicitude  of  the  people  to  obtain  the  Scriptures  at 
exceeding  not  only  his  means  of  supplying  them,  but  almost  any  conccj). 
lion  which  the  most  sanguine  mind  could  ever  have  entertained.  ^  It  ik 
true  (he  says)  that  the  New  Testament  is  pretty  well  distributed  ia 
our  circle;  but  what  are  a  few  copies  among  so  many?  They  are  Uke 
the  five  loaves  among  those  4000  that  lay  at  the  feet  of  our  Lord.  May 
the  great  Head  of  the  Church  multiply  this  heavenly  bread,  as  he  once 
did  the  earthly,  to  the  satisfying  of  all ! ... .  The  fields,  (he  continues)  arc 
more  and  more  ripening  for  the  harvest,  by  the  increasing  oppression  of 
the  times.  All  earthly  comforts  are  vanishing  from  the  children  of  men : 
ill-treated,  plundered,  and  heavy-laden  as  they  are,  their  eyes,  full  of  tears, 
look  for  refreshment  and  comfort  towards  the  realms  above,  where  alone 
they  are  to  be  found*  This  is  the  time  to  work :  the  hearts  of  men,  hum- 
bled  and  softened,  are  more  accesidble  to  divine  light  and  truth ;  they  axe 
opening,  like  the  dry  ground  that  languishes  for  the  fertilizing  shower : 
their  eyes  desire  to  see  the  salvation  offered  to  them  in  the  Word  of 
God.' " 

And  a^in,  with  a  degree  of  importunity^  truly  affecting^ 
he  urges  his  suit  im  the  following  terms : — 

^' '  For  Christ^s  sake,  I  intreat  you  to  let  me  have  a  number  of  our  New 
Testaments  for  distribution  !  My  sphere  of  usefuhiess  is  extending  more 
and  more  ?  many  worthy  Clergymen  of  our  Church  join  themselves  to  me, 
who,  with  the  most  lively  zeal  for  the  cause  of  God,  assist  me  in  my  endeiU 


*  The  late  Bev.  Dr.  Reinhard,  first  Chaplain  to  the  Court  of  Saxony ; 
and  the  present  venerable  Superior  of  the  Zurich  Clergy,  Antistes  Hess. 
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Results  of  the  labours  of  Professor  Van  Ess. 


vooTB  to  do  good*    My  request  isfbr  the  highest  and  best  gift ;  even  for  the 
Scriptures  of  truth,  which  are  able  to  make  men  wise  unto  salvation.*  *  " 

In  availing  themselves  of  this  enlightened  Catholici  the 
Committee  had  another  opportunitv  of  manifesting  their  scrur 
pulous  and  watchful  adherdhce  to  tpeir  great  and  randamental 
principle.     It  was  made  a  priman^  condition  of  any 


that  die  few  notes  accompanying  his  own  impression  imouli 
be  struck  out  from  that  whicn  was  to  be  printed  md  circu- 
lated at  the  expense  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  So- 
ciety. With  this  condition  he  cheerfully  complied.  His 
object  was,  the  glory  of  God;  and  the  temporal  and  eternal 
welfare  of  his  fellow-creatures :  this  object  he  has  pursued 
*'  with  an  intrepidity  and  perseverance  increased,  rather  than 
diminished^  by  the  difficulties  and  perils  to  which  he  saw 
himself  exposed.**  In  one  of  Ms  letters  to  the  Committee,  be 
observes, — 

^  There  is  a  great  and  irresistible  desire  in  the  people  to  have  the  BiUe: 
the  newly-issued  mandates  against  resding  the  Scriptures  have  onlj  tended 
to  quicken  attention,  and  to  increase  tlds  desire.  There  is  now  a  spirit 
evidently  rising  against  the  violated  rights  of  conscience,  which  neither  tbfe 
sword  nor  any  canonical  proceedings  can  possibly  stifle  :  and  what  right  is 
more  sacred  than  the  undisturbed  possession  of  that  inestimable  book, 
which  is  the  property  of  all ;  which  is  given  J&om  Heaven,  to  inspire  faith, 
hope,  consolation,  and  peace,  for  time  and  eternity ;  and  which  is  as  much 
a  man*8  property,  as  Gtxl  himself  is  his  portion  ?" 

.  Within  little  more  than  three  years  and  a  half,  ending  in 
February  1«20,  Professor  Van  Ess  had  distributed  339,4^8 
copies  of  his  Catholic  New  Testament,  and  287  Catholic 
Bibles,  besides  10,639  Lutheran  Bibles  and  Testaments; 
making  a  total  of  350,414  copies. 

Of  me  visible  effects  of  the  circulation,  he  thus  speaks: — 

In  some  villages,  meetings  are  held  on  sabbaths  and  other  festlTaU^ 
during  which  the  New  Testament  is  read  with  much  edification.  Where- 
ever  it  b  introduced  into  schools,  a  cheering  dawn  of  the  approaching  day  in 
the  kingdom  of  God  may  be  perceived.'^  You,**  he  obseryes,  addressing  the 
Committee  of  the  BriUsh  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  '^  have  brought  thotf- 
sands  nearer  their  Saviour  and  their  salvation ;  you  have  conducted  them 

*  See  Owen*s  History,  Vol.  II.  p.  S89  et  seq.  for  an  animated  account  of 
this  extraordinary  man,  who  is  thus  described  in  the  3d  Volume  of -the 
History : — ^'  Leander  Van  Ess  is  now  in  the  prime  of  life.  He  appears  to 
be  about  forty  years  of  age.  His  countenance  is  intelligent  and  manly ;  his 
conversation  fluent  and  animated ;  and  his  whole  manner  partakes  of  that 
ardour  and  vivacious  energy,  which  so  remarkably  characterize  all  his  wiit- 
i^  and  operations.  The  dissemination  of  the  Scriptures,  and  the  blessed 
effects  with  which,  it  is  attended,  are  the  theme  on  which  he  delights  to 
^discourse ;  they  seem  to  occupy  his  whole  soul,  and  to  constitute,  in  a 
r,  ttte  element  in  which  he  exists*** 
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to  the  invisible  Head  of  the  Church  «  y€ti  have  opened  to  them  the  puze 
inexhaustible  fountain,  from  which  they  maj  draw  light  in  darkness,  rest 
when  oppressed  by  a  sense  of  sin,  comfort  under  the  weight  of  affliction, 
undaunted  courage  on  the  approach  of  death,  peace  and  joy  in  this  world, 
•nd  perfect  bliss  m  that  which  is  to  come  •." 

With  the  name  of  Leander  Van  Ess,  those  of  M.  Gossner 
of  Munich  (now  of  St  Petersburg),  and  Regens  Wittman 
of  Ratisbon,  will  be  united  in  the  grateful  affection  of  man- 
kind. The  aggregate  number  of  copies  of  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tures distributed  by  these  three  enlightened  Catholics,  chiefly 
through  the  aid  furnished  by  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible 
Society,  considerably  exceeds  half  a  million. 

The  following  extract  of  a  letter  from  the  pious  and  in- 
trepid Gossner  shall  conclude  this  division  of  the  chapter: — 

''  In  the  midst  of  all  contradictions,  blasphemies,  and  persecutions,  th6 
peacefiil  kingdom  of  God  makes  rapid  advances :  many,  both  of  the  Clergy 
and  Laity,  are  awakened  and  illumined  by  the  Word  of  truth,  and  the 
Gospel  of  our  salvation.  God  himself  seems  to  have  excited  a  hunger 
Rafter  this  wholesome  food  $  and  there  are  many  flocking  to  me,— soldieri 
and  students,  citizens  and  peasants,  servant-men  and  servant-women,  whose 
hearts  I  can  gladden  by  nothing  more  than  by  the  gift  of  a  New  Testament* 


SECTION  vm. 

PUBLICATIONS  OF  THE  SOCIETY.     ' 

Nothing,  humanly  speaking,  has  more  essentially  contri- 
buted to  the  extension  and  success  of  the  society,  than  the 
publicity  of  all  its  proceedings.  From  the  earliest  period  of 
its  establishment,  the  Committee  were  sensible,  that,  in  order 
to  obtain  general  support  and  co-operation,  it  was  only  re- 
quisite to  explain  its  object  and  its  principles,  and  circulate 
information  relative  to  the  necessity  which  existed  for  such 
an  institution.  If  the  importance  of  this  measure  was  evident 
at  the  commencement  of  their  labours,  it  became  still  more  so 
at  a  subsequent  period,  when  the  purity  of  thbse  principles, 
and  the  existence  of  that  necessity,  were  called  in  question. 
Nor  was  it  less  desirable  that  the  friends  of  the.  society,  at 
home  and  abroad,  should  be  put  hfi  possession  of  those  inter- 
esting details  relative  to  its  progress  and  success,  by  which 
the  hearts  of  the  Committee  were  cheered,  and  their  hands 
strengthened,  in  the  discharge  of  their  arduous  duties. 

To  these  combined  causes  may  be  attributed  the  numerous 
works,  explanatory  and  illustrative,  which  bave  tended  to 

•  Owen's  History,  VoL  III.  p.  98. 
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ntisfy  the  public  iaind  on  this  imporCiint  sulrject-^to  silence, 
if  oot  to  convince,  those  whose  sentimenU  were  adverse  to 
Hie  society — ^and  to  confirm   the  zeal  and  interest  of  itsi 
friends  and  advocatei^  They  may  be  divided  into  two  classes ; 
the  regular   and  periodical  publications  of  the  society,  and 

those  which  may  be  denominateA  occasumaL 
*• 
2.  Under  the  former  class,  may  be  induded,-*      ^ 

I.  The  Annual  Report^  " 
which,  with  its  Appendix,  contains  a  compendium  of  the 
proceedings,  and  a  selection  of  the  correspondence,  during 
the  preceding  twelve  months;  an  account  of  all  contri- 
butions and  legacies;  an  alphabetical  list  of  Auxiliayr 
and  Branch  Societies;  a  catalogue  of  the  various  editions 
of  the  Holy  Scriptures  on  sale  at  the  Depository;  a  state- 
ment of  all  grants  of  Bibles  and  Testaments,  and  money 
made  by  the  Committee;  an  abstract  of  the  cash  account,' 
as  signed  by  the  Auditors;  and  a  list  of  coniributors,— 
die  latter  being  appended  to  a  limited  number  of  copies. 
Every  member  of  the  Parent  Society  may  receive  a  copy  of 
the  Annual  Report ;  and  a  similar  privilege  is  extended  to  the 
Presidents,  and  such  other,  officers  of  lo^  societies  as,  from 
their  services  and  exertions,  possess  a  peculiar  claim  on  the 
gratitude  of  the  Committee.  The  proportion  allotted  to 
every  institulj^  at  home,  and.  to  kindred  societies  throughout 
the  world,  isVlssigned  ynder  the  direction  of  the  Local  Sah» 
Committee,  with  a  due  regard  to  that  economy  which  is  so 
essentially  requisite.  Some  further  observations,  in  reference 
to  this  subject,  will  be  found  in  the  sequeL 

IL  The  Summary. 
It  is  much  to  be  desired,  that  a  new  and  revised  edition  of 
this  admirable  abridgment  of  the  Annual  Beports,  desimed 
for  more  general  circulation,  should  be  speedily  publi^ed. 
The  last  was  issued  in  1816,  and  has  long  beei;i  out  of  print. 
While  it  is  freely  conceded,  that  a  due  regard  to  economy 
should  pervade  every  department  of  the  institution,  the 
application  of  this  principle  cannot  be  admitted  in  reference 
to  '^  the  Summary  ;'*  as  the  expense  attending  its  occasional 
(suppose  triennial)  publication  may  be  beneficially  counter- 
balanced by  a  judicious  curtailment  of  the  Annual  Reports, 
and  a  reduction  of  the  number  usually  printed.  There  are 
numerous  individuals  who  cannot  spare  time  to  peruse,  with 
attention,  the  voluminous  records  of  the  society,  to  whom 
an  epitome  of  its  most  interesting  transactions  from  the 
eariiest  period,  arranged  in  lucid  and  systematic  order,  would 
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be  truly  valuable.  Such  a  work,  vhich  might  be  comprised 
within  the  compass  of  fifty  or  sixty  pages,  is  at  present  a 
desideratum. 

m.  The  Brief  Fiew, 

AXTD 

IV.  The  Compendium^ 

The  iirculation  of  these  papers  has  been  productive  of 
incalculable  advanf^e ;  and  they  are  strongly  recommended 
to  National  Bible  Societies,  as  models  of  a  condensed  expo- 
sition of  the  nature,  design,  and  effects  of  their  uistitution. 
As  these  two  valuable  papers  will  be  included  in  the  Appendix, 
it  is  unnecessary  to  describe  them  more  particularly.  They 
^ould  be  liberally  distributed  previous  to  the  formation  of 
an  Auxiliary  Society,  and  in  all  cases  where  it  is  desirable  to 
correct  misrepresentation,  or  to  extend  a  knowledge  of  the 
society. 

v.  Monthly  Extracts  of  Correspondence* 

.  The  introduction  of  this  important  part  of  the  system,  and 
the  beneficial  effects  which  have  followed  its  adoption,  justify 
a  more  particular  consideration  of  its  merits. 

It  had  long  been  the  practice  of  die  Committee,  to  gratify 
the  friends  of  the  society  with  the  occasional  publication  of 
interesting  and  important  information,  relative  to  the  progress 
and  results  of  the  institution.  The  genen^  satis&ction 
derived  firom  these  communications^  and  thi  example  of 
cotemporary  societies  established  for  kindred  purposes,  in-' 
duced  a  persuasion,  that  the  more  regular  perioaical  issue 
of  certain  portions,  of  intelligence,  which  the  correspondence 
of  the  society  abundantly  supplied,  would  materially  tend  to 
the  preservation  and  extension  of  an  interest  in  the  common 
efforts  both  abroad  and  at  home.  The  result  has  afforded 
ample  proof  of  die  correctness  of  this  anticipation.  The 
first  number  of  the  '^Monthly  Extracts'*  was  published  in 
August  1817;  and  wgs  so  appropriately  and  impressively 
introduced,  that  no  apology  is  necessary  for  inserting  the 
following 

^  ABDRESS  TO  AUXILIARY  SOCIETIES,  &C 

^  It  ^ipetn  to  the  Committee  of  the  British  Had  Fordgn  BiUe  Soctetj, 
to  have  become  hi^y  expedient  that  a  plan  should  be  ideated  for  trans- 
mittinff  to  the  various  societies  in  connexion  with  the  parent  institution, 
more  frequent  conmmnications  than  have  heretofore  been  usual,  of  the  in. 
teresting  intelligence  firom  time  to  time  received,  rehttive  to  the  progress 
of  the  great  work  in  which  their  effinrts  are  united.  The  Comimttec 
regard  it,  indeed,  little  less  than  an  act  of  duty,  to  impart  to  the  firisnds  of 
the  cause,  in  enoy  part  of  the  empire,  a  portion  of  &oae  moral  treasures 
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which  are  continuallj  flowing  in  from  all  quarters  of  the  world ;  and  to 
admit  them  to  shore,  with  as  little  dekjr  as  possible,  in  the  enjoyment  of 
those  fruits,  to  the  production  of  which  tiieir  local  exertions  have  so  mate* 
rlally  contributed. 

^  But  the  Committee,  in  vesorting  to  this  plan,  hare  an  olject  beyond 
that  of  conveying  satia&ction  and  delight.  They  are  deeply  fp*MnMft  of 
the  beneficial  influence  produced  upon  their  own  minds,  by  the  communi- 
cations from  distant  lands,  read  to  tiiem  at  their  periodical  meetings,  both 
in  exciting  their  gratitude,  and  stimulating  their  exertions ;  and  they  are 
anxious  to  establish  such  means  of  intercourse  as  may  enable  (ihem  to  ex- 
tend, as  widely  as  possible,  these  salutary  impressions.  Experience  has 
taught  them  to  believe,  that  if  extracts  from  the  most  interesting  parts 
of  the  society's  correspondence  were  read  in  the  meetings  of  the  Local 
Committees,  and  distributed  among  the  members,  for  the  information  of 
others,  it  would  tend  greatly  to  eimven  the  spirit  of  those  meetings,  and 
to  invigorate  and  expand  the  general  zeaL 

**'  Under  this  conviction,  the  Committee  have  determined  to  issue,  in  the 
last  week  of  eveiy  month,  a  sheet  of  brief  extracts,  from  their  articles  of 
correspondence,  similar  in  form  to  the  present,  with  a  view  to  their  being 
read  at  the  meetings  of  the  Committees  of  the  different  Auxiliary  and 
Branch  Societies  and  Bible  Associations,  and  distributed  among  their 
oflSceip,  members  of  Committee,  and  gratuitous  collectors. 

*'^  These  Extracts  will  be  transmitted  to  the  secretaries  of  the  Auxiliary 
Societies,  who  are  earnestly  requested  to  fl)rward,  without  delay,  a  due 
« proportion  of  the  present,  and  of  all  succeeding  numbers,  to  the  secre- 
taries of  the  sevenl  Branch  Societies  and  Associations  within  their  respec- 
live  districts,  so  as  to  ensure  the  receipt  of  them  in  time  for  the  meetings 
in  each  ensuing  month. 

**'  The  Committee  anticipate  much  good  from  this  measure,  if  their  ^iews 
are  followed  up  by  their  friends  in  the  country ;  and  they  trust  they  may 
reckon  upon  a  diligent  snd  punctual  co-operation  from  the  Auxiliaxy 
Societies,  in  giving  it  effect  in  the  manner  si^gested. ' 

**  As  Auxiliary  Societies  may  expect  to  teive  considerable  accession  of 
strength,  and  even  of  pecuniary  advantage,  by  circulating,  and  encouraging 
their  Branch  Societies  and  Bible  Associations  to  circulate,  copes  of  these 
papers,  greatly  beyond  the  extent  which  the  Psrent  Committee  would  con- 
.  ader  themselves  authorised  gratuitously  to  frimish,  provision  will  be  made 
for  an  ettra  demand ;  and  Auxiliary  Societies  may,  for  that  purpose,  be 
supplied  with  any  quantity,  on  application  to  the  Depositary,  Mr.  Cockle, 
at  the  Society's  House,  Earl  Street,  Blackfriars,  at  the  rate  of  Four  shiU 
lings  per  hundred,  provided  the  order  for  them  be  received  within  the 
month  immediately  following  the  date  of  each  number.'* 

The  best  evidence  of  the  satisfaction  with  which  this  paper 
is  received  throuj?hout  the  numerous  affiliated  societies,  will 
be  found  in  the  &ct,  that  40,000  copies  are  scarcely  sufficient 
-to  satisfy  the  monthly  demands.*— In  many  associationsi  and 
especially  in  those  conducted  by  ladies,  every  free  contri- 
butor of  half-arguinea  or  upwards  per  annum  is  presented 
with  a  copy  monthly,  and  to  regular  subscribers  of  smaller 
sums  they  are  lent  for  perusal.  The  following  extracts  are 
sdected  n'om  a  great  variety  of  testimonies  in  £Etvour  of  this 
measure  :—> 

.     "^  The  Monthly  £xtraeti  from  the  eorrtspoBdenoe  of  the  Bxitiih  and 
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Foreign  BiUe  Society  continue  to  be  drcukted  bj  this  association,  and 
appear  to  interest  the  lower  classes  of  the  inhabitants.  The  coUectois  have  in 
some  instances  been  reminded  by  the  free  subscribers,  that  they  regard  the 
regular  perusal  of  them  as  their  priyil^  and  their  rig^t,  while  tiiey  continue 
to  support  the  causfr**— Hampstead  mtd  Hiohoatx  Fhmrik  Amnuii  RgparU 

^^  The  portion  of  the  correspondence  pubfished  monthly  by  the  Committee 
of  the  Parent  Society  afiMb  much  true  ddi^t,  and  creates  ^neral  interest 
It  is  reported  by  one  of  the  IMstrict  Committees,  that  *'  a  httle  boy  was  so 
much  delisted  on  reading  one  of  the  Monthly  Extracts,  that  he  imme- 
diately requested  his  mother,  at  whose  house  it  had  been  left,  to  allow  him 
to  give  the  penny  a  week,  which  he  had  to  buy  cakes,  Ax:,  to  the  Biblte 
Sodety,  which  was  readily  complied  with ;'  and  he  is  now  a  free  subscriber 
to  the  Ladies'  Bible  Association."^No&THAXPTOv  Seamd  Jtmual  Report, 

^  You  would  be  surprised  to  see  the  avidity  with  which  the  Monthly 
Extracts  are  read,  among  the  more  sober  and  intelli^nt  of  the  poor  of  oiur 
several  districts.  The  greatest  difficulty  in  an  Association  is,  to  keep  up  the 
interest,  and  consequently  the  subscriptions  of  the  smaE  weekly  free  con- 
tributors. This  diJfieuUy  u  m^i  ^tetuaU^  met  iy  ike  emutant  and  ^ftiemaiig 
ctreulaiitn  ff  the  Monihfy  ExtracU.  One  or  two  of  our  subscribers  have  ex* 
pressed  their  disappointment  and  regret  in  very  strong  terms,  when  thc^ 
have  been  accidentally  passed  over  by  the  Collectors.** 

Letter  Jrem  the  Plymouth  Minute  Secretary,,  Jan.  1820. 

*'  The  interesting  intelligence,  and  solid  advantages,  which  have  been 
derived  from  the  Monthly  Extracts  issued  by  the  Parent  Society,  have 
come  under  the  grateful  observation  of  your  Ccnrnmittee.  The  benefits  hav« 
beeQ  considerably  increased  by  the  judicious  phm  adopted  by  the  Ladfea* 
Committee,  of  circulating  them  among  the  free  subscribers,  subsequent  to 
their  perund  at  the  Committee  meetmg.  The  good  effects  of  this  measure 
are  sufficient  to  justify  your  Committee  in  earnestly  recommending  its 
continued  use  and  univernl  adoption.'*— HoaaHAM  F^k  Annmal  Bepari. 

The  certain  publication  of  these  extracts  on  the  last  day  of 
every  month,  causes  'them  to  be  anticipated  with  joy  in 
every  part  of  the  kingdom.  Often  has  the  author  beheld  the 
mechanic  or  the  peasant  seated,  after  the  labours  of  the  day, 
in  the  midst  of  his  family,  listening  with  eager  interest,  as  ms 
wife  or  child  read  this  announcement  of**  good  news  from  a 
Jar  country,''  or  the  triumphs  of  the  Bible  in  his  native  land : 
and  more  Uian  once  has  ne  heard  the  humble  dwelling  re* 
sound  with  the  accents  of  praise  and  gratitude  to  God,  who 
had  enabled  its  lowly  inmates  to  co-operate  in  so  great  and 
glorious  a  work!  Surely,  at  a  period  like  the  present,  when 
fiur  different  publications  are  so  widely  circulated,  it  is  a  sub- 
ject for  congratulation,  that  this  is  added  to  the  Ust  of  perio- 
dical antidotes  to  the  poison  of  infidelity  and  sedition. 

The  example  of  the  Parent  Institution,  in  this,  as  in  other 
respects,  was  speedily  followed,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 

The  Hibernian  Bible  Society  published  its  first  Monthly 
Sheet  in  November  1818; — a  quarterly  selection  of  Ex- 
tracts in  the  Welsh  languaae,  printed  at  Bala,  commenced  at 
Midutelmas  1819; — ^and  the  important  continental  tour  of 
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the  Clerical  Secretary,  in  the  autunm  of  1818,  led  to  the 
adoption  of  a  similar  expedient  at  Geneya,  BAale,  and  other 
places  in  Germanyi  on  an  extensive  and  systematic  scale. 

The  foDowing  extracts  wUI  afford  satisfactory  evidence, 
that  the  beneficuil  effects  of  the  measure  now  under  consider 
ration  are  not  confined  to  our  own  country  :— 

^  The  German  tranalatlon  of  the  Monthly  Extracts  has  been  attended 
with  very  conriderable  advantaAes.  Copies  of  them  have  been  widely  circu- 
lated botii  lo  Switserland  and  Germany ;  and  the  peniaal  of  them  has 
tended  greatly  to  dispel  pr^udice,  to  encourage  exertion,  and  to  excite,  in 
those  who  before  were  Lmguid  or  indifferent,  a  degree  of  zeal  which  pro* 
mises  the  happiest  fruits.  Your  Committee  cannot  forbear  citing,  as  illus. 
txmtiye  of  the  general  roirit  of  these  remarks,  the  liberality  of  a  aorier,  who 
voluntarily  transported  from  Bible  to  Zurich  sereral  packages  of  Bibles, 
destined  for  Chur,  of  nearly  SO  cwt.,  without  receiving  any  compensation. 

**  Of  the  Geneva  Bible  Sodety,  your  Committee  will  speak  in  the  brief 
but  aatia&ctoiy  statement  of  ita  excellent  FresidenU  *•  Our  biblical  labours 
proceed  wdl :  thanks  to  your  powerful  support  The  translation  of  the 
sheets  of  correspondence  is  attended  with  success ;  and  the  transmission  of 
them  into  France  appears  to  have  produced  great  benefit* "  * 

JSxiraei  vfa  IMUrfnm  ihM  Rn.  Dr.  HxiroBnsoir ;  daUd  Copewhagxv, 

.4^^30,1819. 
**  It  must  have  given  you  great  pleasure  to  hear  that  a  Monthly  Paper  has 
been  prqjected,  somewhat  analogous  to  your  Monthly  ExtractSb    The  Com- 
mittee look  to  your  Extracts  as  the  principal  source  whence  to  draw  the 
moat  interesting  matter  relative  to  the  progress  of  the  Society. ''j- 

It  was  finally  decided  by  the  Committee  of  the  Danish 
Bible  Society^  to  adopt  the  measure;  and  the  publication  has 
regularly  appeared^  m  monthly  succession,  since  the  close  of 
1819,  with  the  best  efiects. 

EMrmd  rfa  hmwfnm  thM  Bev.  Thsophilvs  Bluxbaedt;  ib/«tf  BaslXj 
Deeemherlf  1819- 
^  An  expedient  which,  under  the  blessing  of  Gont  has  been  evidently 
greatW  instrumental  in  fiirthering  the  cause  of  Bible  Societies  in  Germany, 
if  dimiahfig  infinrmation  of  the  most  encouraging  kind,  are  the  Monthly 
Extzacta,  of  which  7000  copies  are  every  month  going  forth  into  the 
German  world.  They  have  proved  a  bond  of  fraternal  umon  among  the 
different  institutions ;  and  from  every  quarter  we  receive  the  expressions  of 
the  warmest  gratitude  for  this  blessed  gift  of  the  honoured  Parent  Society. 
Mr.  Breitinger  assured  me,  that  these  sheets  had  paved  the  way  &r  thdr 
•oeiety  appearing,  now,  befinre  a  public  better  prepsied  to  appreciate  its 
plyect  and  tend^qr*  In  Bern,  and  in  the  whole  of  WUrtembeig,  they  are 
read  in  the  monthly  meetings  of  the  different  associations,  which  are 
daily  gaining  more  consistency  and  r^ularity.  Thousands  among  the 
wealthy  and  the  poor  have,  by  these  sheets,  been  brought  to  co-operate 
with  Bible  Societies,  who  had  not  before  miutifested  any  interest  in  the 

*  Sixteenth  Beport  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  p.  xxxi  & 
XXXV.  About  1 0,000  cojnes  of  the  Monthly  Extracts  are  printed  at  Bftale ;  of 
which  7000  are  in  German,  and  the  remainder  in  French. 

"f  Sixteentli  Bepoit,  Appendix,  p*  59* 
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dause.    May  the  Lord  abundantly  bless  the  noble  Ptoent  Institution,  foi^ 
this,  as  well  as  for  so  many  proo&  of  its  Christian  solicitude  1*** 

JVwft  th£  Secretary  of  the  GoTHEyBUBG  Bible  Society,  dated  Sept.  30, 1819. 
*^  I  request  you  to  send  us  the  following  numbers  of  your  Monthly  Ex- 
tracts ;  namdy,  1,  3,  3, 4,  5,  10,  1 1,  18,  19,  and  23 ;  which  we  either  have 
not  recelTed,  or  lost  by  £requently  lending  them  to  friends :  these  extmfcts 
are  so  edifying,  and  so  adapted  to  awaken  an  interest  for  the  Bible  cause, 
that  a  complete  collection  of  them  would  be  considered  a  truly  valuable  gift/'f 

Firom  a  CfeniUman  in  Upfee  Caxada,  dated  Kikgstok,  Jamtary  13, 18f0u 

^  Our  friends  in  England  are  not  generally  able  to  form  an  adequate 
Idea  of  the  happiness  the  minority  of  British  Christians  abroad  experience, 
on  learning  the  progress  of  tJbat  Institution,  upon  which  the  greatest  part  of 
the  world  are  looking  with  solicitude  for  its  utmost  success.  From  every 
quarter  we  are  asked  for  the  sheets  of  Monthly  Extracts,  which  give  great 
•atis&ction."| 

Firom  the  Third  Annual  Report  ^ihe  Ajiebicak  Bible  Society,  1819.  ' 
**  Believing  that  in  proportion  as  the  public  mind  is  infbrmed,  public 
feeling  will  be  excited  and  a  corresponding  activity  produced  on  behalf  of 
Bible  Societies,  the  Board  of  Managers  have  directed  the  publication  of  a 
periodical  work,  entitled  *'  Quarterly  Extracts.**  The  good  effects  of  this 
measure  have  already  been  felt ;  and  the  Board  would  take  the  liberty  of 
suggesting  to  the  members  of  the  society,  the  expediency  of  contributing, 
by  their  example  and  influence,  to  the  circulation  and  perusal  of  the  pub* 
Ideation." 

The  Committee  of  the  Russian  Bible  Society — never  the  last 
to  adopt  any  measure  for  consolidating  and  extending  the 
interests  of  the  cause — ^perceived  the  numerous  advantages 
of  this  plan  at  a  very  early  period,  and  regularly  issue  a 
monthly  "  Paper  of  business,  similar  in  its  tendency  and 
effects. 

A  monthly  publication  at  Berlin,  exclusively  devoted  to 
fhe  Bible  and  Missionary  Societies,  regularly  gives  a  trans- 
lation of  the  "  Monthly  Extracts"  as  printed  in  London^ 
vhich  are  thus  circulated  throughout  the  Prussian  dominions. 

The  good  effects  produced  by  these  publications  is  spokeii 
of  in  strong  terms  by  correspondents  from  every  quarter : 
they  are  stated  to  have  contributed  more  than  any  thing  else 
towards  convincing  those  who  were  previously  adverse  or 
indifferent,  removing  prejudice,  and  securing  the  good-will 
and  co-operation  of  many  who  formerly  kept  at  a  distance. 
['  The  "  Monthly  Extracts"  are  published,  as  has  been 
already  stated,  on  the  last  day  of  every  month,  and  are  suc- 
cessively numbered  and  dated :  they  are  regularly  forwarded 


*  Sixteenth  Report,  Appendix,  p.  60. 

t  Ibid.  p.  141.  $  Ibid.  p.  205» 
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Ckcttklioo  of  Speeches,  Addreates,  &&-^beneficiAl  effects. 

to  all  the  Auxiliary  Societies  within  the  United  Kingdom^ 
and  transmitted  to  kindred  institutions  on  die  continent  of 
Eiuope,  and  in  the  other  quarters  of  the  globe.  It  should 
be  an  object  of  particular  attention  with  the  Committees  of 
all  these  societies,  that  their  Branches  and  Associations  are 
ie|;ularly  supplied  with  copies ;  and  a  degree  of  liberality  in 
this  respect  wiU  be  found  highly  conducive  to  tiie  interests  of 
the  respective  national  institutions^  as  well  as  to  those  of 
religion  and  morality. 

Were  every  National  and  Central  Bible  Society  to  adopt 
this  admirable  plan,  and  publish  a  monthly  sheet  of  corre* 
spopdence  and  transactions,  the  results  would  be  incalculably 
beneficial.  Circulated  throughout  all  their  affiliated  insti- 
tutions, and  a  copy  sent  to  every  National  Bible  Society 
throughout  the  world,  the  spirit  of  Christian  union  and  .be- 
nevolence would  gradually  extend ;— the  tidings  that  filled  a 
British  heart  with  gratitude  and  joy,  would  produce  a  respon- 
sive glow  of  deUght  at  Si.  Petersburg  and  Calcutta;  and  tiie 
notes  of  praise  that  arose  on  the  banks  of  the  Delaware  or 
the  St.  Lawrence,  be  resounded  on  the  shores  of  the  Baltic 
and  the  Ckispian.  While  the  press  is  employed  in  prodaun- 
ing,  with  almost  electrical  rapidity,  throughout  the  world,  the 
follies  and  the  vices  of  mankind*  let  us  endeavour  to  conse- 
crate it  to  the  duty  of  announcing  to  9II  kindreds,  nations, 
tongues,  and  people,  the  bloodless  triumphs  of  ths 
Prince  of  Peace. 

3.  Under  the  class  of  Occasional  publications,  a  numeroua 
list  of  valuable  documents,  speeches,  addresses,  &c.  mav  be 
'included ;  the  design  and  eroct  ef  which  are  thus  described 
by  the  society's  historian :— • 

^  Another  cause  of  the  increased  impression,  which  has  been  observed  aa 
diaracteristic  of  this  era  of  the  society  (1818^1813)  was  the  prodigious 
distribution  of  certain  minor  publications,  adapted  to  explain  its  prindplMy 
•and  to  confute  the  objections  which,  under  different  ibrms,  were  indus- 
triously circulated  with  a  view  to  its  prejudice,  and,  were  that  possible,  to 
its  extinction.  This  plan,  which  was  devised  and  conducted  hy  Richard 
Phillips,  Esq.  consisted  in  selecting  such  speeches,  addresses,  or  other  com- 
positions, as  were  considered  to  be  popuUtf  and  impresaiTe,  and  dispersing 
them,  b/  means  of  a  private  subscription,  in  those  parts  of  the  countij 
which  required  to  be  brought  into  a  state  of  excitement,  or  to  be  fortified 
against  the  influence  of  sophistry  and  misrepresentation.  To  these  causes 
—the  regular  publications  of  the'  Parent  Society  and  its  Auxiliarias,  tho 
;productions  arising  out  of  the  existing  controversy,  and  the  minor  pieces 
thrown  into  circulation  by  private  liberality,  all  co-operating  in  their  seyenl 
degprees— we  axe  to  ascribe,  under  the  blessing  of  Providence,  that  rapid 
growth  of  the  institution  which  exhibited,  between  its  eighth  and  ninth 
anniversaxy,  an  addition  of  seventy-five  new  estaUiahments  to  the  number 
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'^  It  IB  with  letl  flatSfl&ction  thmt  I  discover,  from  your  letter  of  the  7th 
of  Febniarjr  and  the  inclosed  Address,  the  laudable  endeayours  of  the 
Prussian  Bible  Society,  for  the  gratuitous  and  cheap  distribution  of  the 
Bible  lo  the  poor  of  my  dominions ;  and  while  I  render  justice  to  your 
-particular  merit  in  promoting  such  an  useful  institution,  I  transmit  to  you, 
at  the  same  time,  90  Frederidc  d'ors,  as  an  addition  to  its  fbnds. 

*^  I  am  your  gracious  King, 

*•  February  11,  180e.  **  Fbedewck  Williah.'' 

This  institution  may  be  considered  as  the  germ  of  the 
Central  Prussian  Bible  Society,  established  in  the  summer  of 
1914,  on  a  more  regular  and  systematic  basis. 

-  4.  The  first  institution  of  a  kindred  nature  on  the  Western 
Continent,  was  the  Philadelphia  Bible  Society,  established 
in  December  1808  :— 

•  **  The  intelligence  was  officially  aanounoed,  in  terms  which  ascribed  the 
^Mrmation  of  the  Philadelphia  Bible  Society  to  the  example  and  influence  of 
"the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  and  respectftdly  and  affiectionately 
defieired  to  it  as  to  a  patroness  and  a  parent.  In  an  admirable  Address,  the 
jnanagen  of  this  first  American  Society  unfolded  their  views,  with  regard 
■to  the  origin  and  design  of  their  institution.  Its  origin  (as  has  already  been 
-mentioned)  they  attribute  ^  to  the  example  offered,  and  the  efibrta  made,  by 
ihe  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society.'—'  From  the  time  (they  say)  that  it 
was  known  in  this  dty,  it  attracted  the  marked  attention  of  seTeral  perMma, 
accustomed  to  take  an  interest  in  whatever  is  calculated  to  extend  the  influ^ 
ence  of  revealed  truth.  It  was  immediately  se^n,  that  the  necessity  for  such 
an  mstitution  was  the  same  here  as  in  £urope ;  and  that  there  was  eveiy 
leaaon  to  believe,  that,  if  suitable  exertions  were  made,  it  could  not  &il  of 
tecouragement.*  After  assigning  their  reasons  for  choosing  their  limited  de» 
Mgnation,  they  express  a  hope,  '  that  the  time  is  not  distant,  when  th^  shall 
see  institutions,  similar  to  their  own,  in  the  town  of  Boston,  and  in  the  cities 
of  New  Haven,  New  York,  Baltimore,  Richmond,  and  Savannah,  and  in  the 
iown  of  Lexington  and  the  state  of  Kentucky.*  And  they  assert,  that 
they  'will  at  all  times  be  ready  cordially  to  greet,  as  a  sister  institution,  every 
Bible  Society,  in  whatever  place  or  part  of  their  country  it  shall  appear.'  *'* 

'  The  hope  thus  expressed  by  the  friends  of  the  cause  in 
Philadelphia  was  speedily  realized,  in  the  formation  of  nu- 
merous Bible  Societies  throughout  the  United  States ;  but  it 
was  not  until  the  spring  of  1817  that  the  greater  number  of 
these  insulated  establishments  were  connected,  **  with  a  har« 
mony  and  unanimity  almost  unparalleled  in  so  large  a  body,"  t 
as  Auxiliaries  to  a  national  institution  under  the  appropriate 
designation  of  the  American  Bible  Society. 

5.  It  has  been  observed  by  the  historian  of  the  society, 
tfiat  *'  almost  every  thins  that  is  wise  and  efficient  in  the 
practical  departments  ot  the  institution,  has  arisen  out  of 

*  Owen's  History,  ToL  L  p^  899  et  aeq. 

t  See  Letter  fixnn  the  President,  l^irteenth  Beport  of  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bibb  Sodety— Appendix,  No>  xv. 


«B»«  IZ.]  TOREIOV  NATXOHAL  90CiVtlES^  4S 

Establishment  of  the  Riuabui  Bible  Society.— Imperial  Ukase. 


accidental  and  extemporaneous  discussion*''  Of  the  truth  <^ 
this  observation,  many  striking  evidences  will  be  adduced  in 
the  following  pages  ;  but  in  no  instances  is  it  more  remark- 
able,  than  in  tne  origin  of  foreign  societies ;  their  progressive 
approach  towards  nationalor  central  institutions;  and  the 
improvement  of  the  system  on  which  they  were  originally 
constituted. 

Within  six  weeks  after  the  formation  of  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society,  the  design  was  conceived  of  affording 
encouragement,  by  pecuniary  grants,  to  the  formation  of 
Bible  Societies  on  the  continent,  in  preference  to  granting 
immediate  relief  by  limited  and  merely  temporary  supplies 
of  Bibles  and  Testaments,  The  results  of  this  suggestion,  as 
beheld  in  the  success  of  more  than  600  foreign  societies, 
afford  an  incontestable  proof  of  its  wisdom ;  while  the  increase 
of  that  success  has  been  in  direct  proportion  to  the  deinree 
in  which  the  constitution  of  those  societies  has  approadied 
that  of  their  common  parent.  In  the  instances  already  re* 
ferred  to,  and  in  those  of  the  Stockholm,  Aik>,  Pbtbrsburg^ 
and  many  other  societies  subsequently  established,  the  design 
of  a  general  national  institution  does  not  appear  to  have 
entered  into  tiie  contemplation  of  the  original  projectors,  but 
to  have  been  the  result  of  casual  observation  or  accidental 
circumstance. 

The  improvements  which  have,  from  time  to  time,  taken 
place  in  their  constitution  and  modes  of  proceeding,  may  be 
traced  to  similar  causes  $  and  although  the  object  and  prin- 
ciple of  the  parent  society  appear  to  be  distinctly  recognised 
by  all,  it  may  admit  of  a  doubt,  whether  the  system  of  some 
be  not  susceptible  of  a  yet  greater  degree  of  improvement 

In  order  to  illustrate  this  part  of  the  subject,  the  Constitu* 
tions  of  the  Russian  and  American  Societies  are  selected. 

&  The  St  Petersburg  Society  was  established  on  the 
SSd  of  January  1813 ;  and  celebrated  its  first  anniversary  on 
the  S6th  of  September  1814,  when  its  designation  was  changed 
to  that  of  the  Russian  Bible  Society.  The  plan  of  tiiia 
remarkable  institution  cannot  be  more  appropriately  intro^ 
duced,  than  by  the  Imperial  Ukase,  permitting  the  formation 
of  the  society,  of  which  tiie  following  is  a  translation  :^- 

MEMORI AL,  most  humbly  submitted  to  his  Imperial  Majesty,  hy  the 
Director-General  of  the  Spiritual  Concerns  of  the  Foreign  Churches. 

Peterthm%f  Dte.  6,  1819«     Old  Si^l0» 
The  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Societj,  the  design  of  which  is  to  spread 
the  doctrines  of  the  Holj  Scriptures  in   different  knguages  and  among 
various  nations,  being  fully  convinced  that,  in  the  Busnan  JBmpire,  many 
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Emperor  of  Ru8ma*s  liberality. — ^Improyement  of  the  axstem. 

While  the  Russian  Bible  Society  is  indebted  for  much  of 
its  extraordinary  success  to  the  ardent  zeal  and  piety  of  its 
illustrious  President,  Prince  Galitzin^  Minister  of  Religion,  it 
is  to  the  decided  attachment  and  paternal  solicitude  of  the 
Emperor  himself  we  must  ascribe,  humanly  sp^ikine,  its 
astonishing  progress  towards  the  attainment  of  its  object. 
Shortly  after  the  establishment  of  the  institution^  he  desired 
to  be  entered  as  one  of  its  members,  with  a  donation  of 
85,000  rubles,  and  an  annual  subscription  of  10,000.* 

"  Nor  should  it  pus  unobaetred,  that  the  Emperor  poatponed  hia  depart- 
ure for  the  amnr,  in  order  to  examine  the  plan  submitted  for  his  approbation ; 
and  that  at  th6  time  when  he  was  affixing  his  signature  to  the  instrument 
which  was  to  authorise  the  establishment  of  a  Bible  Society  for  the  benefit 
of  his  sulgecta,  the  last  enemy  was  crossing  the  Y istula,  and  the  deliTerance 
of  his  empire  was  completed.**  f 

It  will  be  perceived,  that  the  ori^nal  plan  of  the  Russian 
'Bible  Society  did  not  provide  for  the  establishment  of 
Auxiliary  Institutions,  although  the  appointment  of  '*  Sub- 
Committees  in  various  parts  of  the  empire"  laid  a  suitable 
foundation  for  this  essential  improvement  of  the  system.  The 
first  Auxiliary  Society  was  established  at  Moscow,  on  the 
16th  of  July  1813,  under  the  designation  of  ''The  Moscow 
Committee  of  the  Bible  Society  ;**  and  the  importance  of  this 
first  advance  towards  a  more  perfect  constitution  will  be  ap- 
preciated, when  it  is  stated,  that,  by  their  second  statute,  the 
Moscow  Committee  pledge  themselves  to  ^'  assist  the  St 
Petersburg  Committee  in  every  part  of  their  plan,  to  further 
the  distribution  of  the  Bible  without  note  or  comment :" — to 
which  it  was  added,  "  But  this  Committee  shall  in  particular 
strive  to  disseminate  <mr  cum  Bibles  among  our  fellow  Russian 
subjectSf  as  published  by  the  Holy  Synod,  according  to  the 
manner  already  determined,  and  partly  executed  by  the  St. 
Petersburg  Committee."  This  last  provision,  as  has  been  very 
properly  observed  by  Mr.  Owen,  gave  the  last  finish  to  the 
constitution  of  the  St  Petersburg  Bible  Society : — by  au- 
thorising the  dissemination  of  the  Slavonian  Scriptures,  a 
deficiency  was  suppHed  which  would  have  greatly  abridged 
its  usefumess :  the  entire  population  of  the  empire,  both  native 
and  foreign,  was  now  brought  within  the  scope  of  its  bene- 
volent design ;  and  it  became  in  efiect,  what  it  was  afterwards 
in  designation,  **  The  Russian  Bible  Society." 


*  The  Tslue  of  a  ruble  is  about  one  fhilling  English  money* 
t  Owen*8  History,  VoL  IL  p.  347-8. 
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The  following  abstract  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Russian 
Bible  Society,  to  the  period  of  its  seventh  anniversary  in 
July  18S0^  constitutes  the  best  comment  on  this  extension  of 
Its  object  and  improvement  of  its  system  :-^ 

Number  of  Auxiliary  Societies  in  die  empire   •    53 
Ditto  of  Bible  Associations 143 

Total    «  4  . .  196 

During  the  seven  years  of  its  existencei  the  society  has 

Erinted  and  published  315,600  copies  of  the  Holy  Scriptures ; 
as  now  in  the  press  38,000  copies,  and  has  undertaiLen  to 
print  57,500;  making  a  total  of  411,100:  «id  if  to  these  be 
added  87,000  copies  printed  by  the  Auxiliaries,  the  gramt 
total  is  498,100  copies,  in  twenty-six  different  languages  and 
dialects.  * 

The  total  receipts  of  the  society  during  the  seven  years 
have  amounted  to  1,747,86^  rubles  74  copecks ;  and  the  total 
expenditure  to  1,71)^,043  rubles  81  copecks. 

When  we  contrast  results  such  as  these  with  the  state  of 
Russia  in  the  year  1812,  when,  ''according  to  the  most 
authentic  sources  of  information,  it  appeared  that  during  S34 
years,  since  Bibles  were  first  printed  in  Russia,  no  more  than  ■ 
twenty-tu/o  editions  of  the  Slavonian  Bible  have  appeared, 
consisting,  in  all,  of  scarcely  more  than  sixty  thousand  copies  !*'.* 
and  when  we  reflect  that  these  were  the  only  source  of  sup- 
ply for  forty  millions  of  people,  during  so  many  ages,  we  are 
constrained  to  adopt  the  language, ''  fVhat  hath  God  wrought  T 
and  to  acknowledge  with  the  Committee  of  the  Russian  Bible 
Society,  in  their  Seventh  Annual  Report,  that  ''  the  rapid 
progress  of  the  Bible  cause,  and  the  invisible  power  by  which 
it  is  animated,  are  almost  incredible.  But  although  the  first 
be  evident  to  our  bodily  senses,  yet  the  second  must  be  in- 
conceivable by  all  who  are  not  penetrated,  to  the  depth  of 
their  souls,  by  the  power  and  Spurit  of  the  Word  of  God  !'* 

.  7.  The  American  Biblb  Socibtt  was  established  on 
the  8th  of  May  1816,  at  a  meeling  of  Delegates  firom  different 
Bible  Societies.  This  Convention  bavins  first  resolved  ima-* 
nimously,  ^*  That  it  is  expedient  to  establish,  without  delay^ 
a  general  Bible  Institution,  for  the  circulation  of  the  Holy 
Scriptures  without  note  or  comment,"  proceeded  to  appoint 
a  Committee,  consisting  of  eleven  members,  to  prepare  the 

*  First  Annual  Report  of  the  Mo§cow  Auxiliary  Society. 
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pkn  of  a  Constitution  for  the  said  Society,  and  an  address  to 
the  public  on  the  nature  and  objects  thereof  The  Con« 
Tention  then  adjourned  for  three  days;  and,  at  its  second 
sitting,  their  Committee  hud  before  them  the  draft  of  a  Con- 
stitution, which,  having  been  read  first  in  the  whole,  and 
afterwards  by  paragraphs,  and  carefully  considered*  was 
unanimously  adoptedl  The  Committee  reported  also  an 
Address  to  the  Public,  which,  in  like  manner,  was  unani- 
mously approved. 

CONSTITUTION. 

A&TiCLE  I.  This  society  shall  be  known  bj  the  name  of  ^  The  Ameki- 
CAy  Bible  Society  ;**  of  which  the  sole  object  shall  be,  to  encourage  a 
wider  cixculation  of  the  Holj  Scriptuies  without  note  or  comment.  The 
onlj  copies  in  the  English  language  to  be  circulated  hj  the  society  shall 
be  of  the  version  now  in  common  use. 

A&T.  II.  This  society  shall  ^d  its  endeavours  to  those  employed  by, 
other  societies  for  circulating  the  Scriptures  throughout  the  United  States 
and  their  territories;  and  shall  furnish  them  with  stereotype  plates,  or 
such  other  assistance  as  circumstances  may  require.  This  society  shall  tiHsoj 
according  to  its  ability,  extend  its  influence  to  other  countries,  whethec 
Christian,  Mahomedan,  or  Pagan. 

AnT.  III.  All  Bible  Societies  shall  be  allowed  to  purchase,  at  cost,  from 
this  society.  Bibles  for  distribution  Mrithin  their  own  districts.  The  mem- 
oeni  of  all  such  Bible  Societies  as  shall  agree  to  place  thdr  surplus  revenue, 
after  supplying  their  own  districts  with  Bibles,  at  the  dispoml  of  this  so* 
ciety,  shaU  be  entitled  to  vote  in  all  meetings  of  the  society;  and  the 
offioers  of  such  societies  shall  be,  ex  qfficio,  directors  of  this. 

Akt.  it.  Each  subscriber  of  three  dollars  annually  shall  be  a  member. 

Aet.  V.  Each  subscriber  of  thirty  dollars  at  one  time  shall  be  a  mem- 
ber for  life. 

Akt.  VI.  Each  subscriber  of  fifteen  dollars  annually  aball  be  a  BirectoF* 

Aet.  VII.  Each  subscriber  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  at  one  time, 
or  who  shall,  by  one  additional  payment,  increase  his  ori^al  subscription 
to  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  shall  be  a  Director  for  life. 

Aet.  Till.  Directors  shall  be  entitled  to  attend  and  vote  at  all  meetings 
of  the  Board  of  Managers. 

Aet.  IX.  A  Board  of  Managers  shall  be  appointed  to  conduct  the  biuineay 
of  the  society,  consisting  of  thirty-six  laymen,  of  whom  twenty-four  shall 
reside  in  the  dty  of  New  York  or  its  vicinity.  One  fourth  part  of  the  whole 
number  shall  go  out  of  oflice  at  the  expiration  of  each  year,  but  shall  be 
re-eligible. 

Every  Minister  of  the  Gospel,  who  is  a  member  of  the  society,  shall  be 
entitled  to  meet  and  vote  with  tJie  Board  of  Managers,  and  be  possessed  of 
the  same  powers  as  a  Manager  himself 

The  Managers  shall  appoint  all  officers,  and  call  special  ^neral  meetingSi 
and  fill  such  vacancies  as  may  occur,  by  death  or  otherwise,  in  their  own 
Board. 

^  Aet.  X.  Each  member  of  the  society  shall  be  entitled,  under  the  direct 
tioQ  of  the  Board  of  Managera*  to  purchase  Bibles  and  Testaments  at  th* 
society's  prices,  which  shall  be  as  low  as  possible. 

"  Aet.  XI.  The  annual  meetings  of  the  society  shall  be  held  at  New  York 
or  Philadelphia,  at  the  option  of  the  society,  on  the  second  Thursday  oi 
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Offldal  CommunicatioD  from  the  Preaideiit. 


Mtff  iBMdiTesrt  when  the  Manegen ihaU b^ chosen,  the aecounte pre* 
anted,  a^d  the  imneedingB  of  the  foi^goiog  year  reported. 

AjiT.  XII.  The  Presdent,  Yioe-Praidents,  Txeaaurer,  and  Secretariea, 
ftr  the  time  being,  ahall  be  oonaidered,  tx  ffiieio^  memben  of  the  Board  of 


^Amt.  Xin.  At  the  geneial  meetmn  of  the  aedety,  and  the  maetinga  of 
the  Mani^ers,  the  President,  oftin  hu  absence  the  Viofr-Pkeeident  first  on 
the  liat  then  present,  and  in  the  absence  of  all  the  Vice-Presidents,  such 
member  aa  shall  be  appointed  for  that  purpooe  shaU  preside  at  the  meetinft 

AmT.  XI Y.  The  Managers  shall  meet  on  the  first  Thursday  in  each  month, 
oroftener  if  necessarf,  at  such  place  in  the  dtj  at  New-York  as  thej  shall 
Aoaa  time  to  time  adjourn  to.  * 

Akt.  XY.  The  Managers  ahall  iMiTe  the  pover  of  i^ipointing  such  penoaa 
aa  haTsi^sndered  easentud  senrices  to  the  society,  either  members  lor  life,  or 
directorvfbr  life. 

AsT.  XYX.  The  whole  ivfamtes  of  erery  meeting  shall  be  signed  bf  the 


AaT.  X^L  No  altexBtion  shall  be  made  to  this  Constitution,  except  by 
the  society  at  an  annual  meeting,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Board  of 
Mani^pen. 

The  following  letter  from  the  venerable  President  of  tfak 
institution,  anDOuadng  its  establishment,  is  too  important  to 
be  ounjUed : — 

**  Aa  President  of  the  society,  it  is  with  more  pleasure  than  can  easily  be 
expressed,  that  I  officially  execute  the  pleasing  task  of  announcing  to  you 
the  jojful  erent  of  our  having,  under  the  special  agency  of  Dirine  Pro* 
▼idence,  after  so  great  troiSibles  and  persevering  efforts,  succeeded  in  est^ 
blishing,  with  a  harmony  and  unanimity  unparalleled  in  so  huge  a  body, 
*  An  American  Bible  Society,  of  which  the  sole  object  shall  be,  to  encou« 
rsge  a  wider  circulation  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  without  note  or  comment. 
The  society  shall  add  its  endeaTours  to  those  employed  by  other  societies, 
ftr  circulating  the  Scriptures  throughout  the  United  States,  and  her  terri* 
tones,  &c  The  society  shall  also,  accordii^  to  its  ability,  extend  its  influ- 
ence'to  other  countries,  whether  Christian^  Mahomedan,  or  Pagan.* 

^  The  subscriptions  are  filling  fiwt,  both  as  to  members  and  donations ;  and 
every  thing  wears  the  appearance  of  success.  There  was  not  a  aii^  die- 
aenting  voice  in  the  convention,  though  formed  from  vaiioua  denominations : 
they  seemed  all  to  be  of  one  heart  ai&  one  ndnd. 

**  The  whole  proeeedings,  in  this  busineas,  from  Wednesday  the  Sth  indupi 
•ive,  till  Monday  the  13th  instant,  clearly  discovered  the  Divine  ageni^  i 
and  even  some  fivm  among  those  Icnst  expected,  could  not  help  crying  out 
ahmd,  *  This  is  no  other  than  the  w<»k  of  the  liord.'  Kay  God  have  all 
thegloiyl 

^I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Ac 

^  EuAs  BovnnroT,  President  of  the 
American  Bible  Society.** 

The  highly  respectable  writer  of  the  above,  having  attamed 
liie  object  which  has  long  lain  near  his  heart,  in  the  eBta^- 
blinhment  of  a-  National  Bible  Society,  has  contributed  the 
noble  donation  of  10,000  dollars  in  aid  of  its  fiinds,  which  may  , 
secure  the  perpetual  distribulion  of  1000  Bibles  annually. 

% 
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.  That  such  an  institutioa  was  necessary ^  and  that  10ft  local 
independent  Bible  Societies,  scattered  throush  the  American 
Union,  had  not  the  means  of  supplying  the  wants  of  die 
population,  the  following  statement  wiU  s^ciently  testify : — 

''  In  1814,  it  was  estimated,  that  there  were  it  Ohio  13,000  fiuuiliA 
destitute  of  the  Seriptures ;  152,000  in  the  ttnitories  of  Indiana,  Illinois,  and 
Miasouii;  5O0O  in  the  Minissippi  territory;  8000  in  LouiaiaBia ;  10,00» 
in  Tennesscfe  f  and  30,000  in  Kentnd^ ! !" 

To  which  is  added^  by  another  writer,  that^ 

*^  So  late  as  1815,  in  manj  of  the  prinapal  towns  of  tiieWesCem  Btela* 
and  territories,  there  was  not  a  Bihie  for  sate."  * 

'the  introduction  of  die  following  extracts  firom  iJSb  Adt* 
dress  afaready  referred  to^  re(]^aires  no-  apology ; — 

^  No  spectacle  can  he  so  ilhistrioos  in  itself,  so  touching  to  man,  or  89 
grateM  to  God,  as  a  nation  poaring  forth  its  devotion,  its  taiipt,  and  ito 
treasuies,  for  that  kingdom  of  the  Savioar,  which  is  righteoosness  and  peaces 

^  If  there  be  a  single  measure  which  can  over-rule  objection,  subdue 

a  position,  and  command  exertion,  this  is  the  measure.  That  all  our  voices, 
I  our  affections,  all  our  hands,  should  be  joined  in  the  grand  design  of  pro- 
moUng  ^  peace  on  earth  and  good-will  toward  man  '—that  they  should  resnit 
the  advance  of  misery— should  cany  the  light  of  instruction  into  the  do- 
minions'  of  ignorance^  and  the  balm  of  joy  to  the  soul  of  ai^uish ;  and  all 
this  by  diffuslDg  the  oracles  of  God— addresses  to  the  un&rstandingaa 
argument  which  cannot  be  encountered,  and  to  the  heart  an  appeal  which 
its  holiest  emotions  rise  up  to  second. 

.  '^  Under  such  impressions,  and  with  such  views,  fitthers,  brethren,  feUow- 
dtSzens,  the  American  Bible  Society  has  been  formed.  Local  feelings,  party 
pr^udices,  sectarian  jealousies,  are  excluded  by  its  very  nature.  Its  mem- 
bers are  Ingued  in  that,  and  in  that  alone,  which  calls  up  eveiy  hallowed, 
and  puts  down  every  wihallowed  principle— the  dissemination  of  the  Scrip- 
tures, in  the  received  veraiooa  where  they  exist,  and  in  the  most  fiuthful, 
where  they  may  be  required.  In  such  a  work,  whatever  is  dignified,  kind, 
venerable,  true,  has  ample  scope :  while  sectarian  littleness  and  rivalries  can 
find  no  avenue  of  adminion. 

''  PeopU  if  the  VnUed  States,^ 
*'  Have  you  ever  been  invited  to  an  enterprise  of  such  grandeur  vnd 
'  obry  ?  Do  you  not  value  the  Holy  Scriptures  ?  Value  them,  as  eontaiiu 
uig  your  sweetest  hope ;  your  most  thrilling  joy  ?  Can  you  submit  to  the 
thought,  that  yoirahould  be  torpid  in  your  endeavours  to  disperse  them,  while 
the  rest  of  Christendom  is  awake  and  alert  ?  Shall  pern  hang  back,  in  heart- 
less indifierenoe,  when  Frinoes  come  down  from  thdr  thrones,  to  bless  the 
cottage  of  the  poor  with  the  Gospel  of  peace ;  and  Imperial  Sovereigns  aie 

Ethering  their  fiurest  honours  from  spreading  abroad  the  Oracles  of  the 
)&]>  your  GrOD  ?  Is  it  possible  that  pou  should  not  see,  in  this  stato  of 
human  things,  a  mighty  motion  of  Divine  Providence  ?  The  most  heavenly 
charity  treads  close  upon  the  march  of  conflict  and  blood !  The  world  is  at 
-peace  t  Scarcely  has  the  soldier  time  to  imbind  his  helmet,  and  to  wipe 
away  the  sweat  from  his  brow,  ere  the  voice  of  mercy  succeeds  to  the 
clarion  of  battle,  and  calls  the  nations  firom  ennuty  to  love!     Crowned 

• 

*  Owen*s  History,  VoL  III.  p.  SdS. 
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Heads  bov  to  the  Head  which  ia  to  wear  ^  many  crowni;*  and,*  for*  the 
first  time  since  the  promulgation  of  Christianity,  appear  to  act  in  unison  for 
the  recognition  of  its  gracious  priAcxples,  as  being  mtight  aKke  with  happi* 
ness  to  man,  and  honour  to  God."  . 

In  America,  as  in  Russia,  the  results  of  a  National  Bible 
Jbistitntion  have  afiforded  the  best  evidence  of  its  advantagev. 
In  their  Third  Annual  Report,  the  Conuuittee  observe, — 

**  But  three  years  are  now  elapsed  since  the  American  Bible  Society  was 
formed,  asid  its  success  and  the  extent  of  its  labours  during  this  tfane  have 
exceeded  the  expectatiomi  of  its  warmest  firiends.** 

At  the  end  of  the  fourth  year,  they  repor^— - 

^  It  affords  the  managers  unspeakable  gratification,  and  will  unite  the 
hearts  of  their  iellow-members  of  the  Society  in  fervent  thanksgiving  to 
'God,  that,  at  the  termination  of  their  Iburth  yearns  labours,  ^hey  hare  occa- 
akm  for  no  unpleasant  retrospect ;  that  Ghxistian  love  and  fellowship  hav* 
grown  wit^  mutual  intercourse;  and  that  condliaUoa  and  harmony  haT* 
uniformly  governed  their  measures.  They  have  found  an  ample  requital 
of  all  their  exertions  in  those  feefings  of  a£RBction  and  attachment,  which  the 
principle  of  our  association,  and  its  simple  bttt  magnificent  design,  are  so 
well  calculated  to  footer  and  increase.** 

The  total  number  of  Auxiliary  Societies,  offldally  known 
and  recognised,  as  reported  at  the  Fourth  Annual  Meeting, 
held  in  New-York  on  the  11th  of  May,  1820,  was,  two 

HUNDR2D  AND  SBYEN. 

The  total  number  of  Bibles  and  Testttnents^  or  parts  of 
die  latter  in  the  Indian  languages,  printed  for  the  society, 
or  obtained  for  circulation,  during  the  four  years  of  its  exist- 
ence, was  ONE  HUNDRED  AND  SEVENTY-ONE  THOUSAND  SEVEN 

HUNDRED  AND  FIFTY-TWO,  in  nine  different  languages ;  and 
severid  other  editions  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  £td  been  put 
to  press. 

It  should  be  distinctly  stated,  that  Russia  and  America 
have  printine  and  binding  esiaUishments  connected  with  their 
respective  Bible  institutions;  and  that  they  possess  many  sets 
<if  stereotype  plates,  both  for  the  whole  Bible  and  for  the 
Scriptures  of  the  New  Testament  The  Board  of  Managers  of 
the  American  Bible  Society  observe, — *'  The  present  printing 
establishment  is  soflSicienuy  extensive  to  fiimish  an  average 
amount  of  One  Hundred  Thousand  Bibles  and  Testaments 
annually ;"  and,  as  they  judiciously  remark,  ^^  the  comparative 
difference  of  exi>ense  in  conducting  an  establishment  on  a 
large  and  on  a  contracted  scale,  in  the  purchase  of  mate- 
rials, the  cost  of  labour,  and  the  superior  execution  of  the 
work,  warrant  the  belief  that  Bibles  issued  from  the  general 
depository  of.  this  societv  can  be  afforded  at  a  much  lower 
rate,  in  proportion  to  their  quality,  than  from  any  other 

e2 
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source.***  A  mature  consideration  of  this  part  of  the  sub^- 
ject  by  every  National  Bible  Society,  will  probably  induce  a 
general  adoption  of  the  plan. 

It  has  been  already  remarked,  that  the  constitution  of  the 
American  Bible  Society  approximates  more  nearly  to  the 
system  of  the  Parent  Institution,  than  that  of  any  other  national 
society.    In  no  one  respect  is  this  more  evident,  tiian  in  the 

Provision  for  exciting  and  extending  an  interest  in  the  cause, 
y  means  of  the  auxiliary  system.  At  an  early  period  after 
their  establishment,  the  Board  of  Managers  appointed  a 
"  Standivg  Committee^  of  five  of  their  members,  under  the 
denomination  of  the  **  Auxiliary  Society  Committee,**  for 
the  purpose  of  "  devising  and  suggesting  means  to  promote  the 
establisnment,  and  animate  the  exertions  of  Auxiliary  Socie- 
ties ;  with  authority  to  depute  persons  to  attend  meetings  for 
these  objects,  and  to  open  a  correspondence  with  intelligent 
and  influential  persons,  in  different  places,  with  a  view  of 
gaining  such  information  as  might  enable  them  successfully  to 
prosecute  the  above-mentioned  designs.'* 

In  connection  with  this  important  subject,  the  Board  of 
Managers  further  observe, — 

^^  To  accomplish,  in  their  wished-fbr  and  practicable  extent,  the  great 
objects  toward  which  the  National  Society  should  not  cease  to  direct  ita 
aim,  the  multiplication  of  Auxiliaries  is  indispensable.  It  is  throti^  their 
agencj,  principally,  that  the  Parent  Society  must  expect  those  supplies 
of  a  continually  exhausting  treasury,  that  will  enable  it  to  enlarge  the 
extent  of  its  operations  to  the  progressively  increasing  demand  ibr  the 
Bible.  It  is  almost  entirely  through  the  discoveries  made  by  such  societies 
In  their  various  districts,  and  their  subsequent  activity  in  the  work  cf  dis- 
tribution, that  the  beneficent  objects  of  this  institution  can  be  thoroughly 
efibctuated,  and  the  precious  boon  dispensed  where  it  is  most  pressingly  re- 
quired. Under  these  impressions,  the  Managers  sincerely  hope,  that  the 
instrumentality  of  individuals  as  JgmtSy  in  promoting  tiie  views  of  the 
society  in  various  parts  of  the  United  States,  may  not  be  lost  sight  of:  and 
to  fiunlitate  the  prosecution  of  so  promising  an  expedient,  the  Committee 
charged  with  the  subject  have  been  eng^^  in  diligent  inquiries  after 
suitable  persons  to  enter  upon  that  service.**  f 

It  may  be  proper  to  state,  that  the  American  Bible  Society 
has  three  Secretaries,  who  are  thus  designated  :-^ 

Rev.  J.  Milnor,  D.  D.  New  York,  for  Foreign  Correspondence. 
Rev.  S.  S.  Woodhull,  New  York,  for  Domestic  Correspondence. 
Mr.  John  Pintard,  New  York,  Recording  Secretary. 


*  Fourth  Report  of  the  American  Bible  Society. 
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.  The  tides  and  duties  of  the  other  officers,  are  siinilar  to 
diose  already  specified  in  reference  to  the  British  and  Foreign 
Bible  Society. 


SECTION  X. 


NECESSITY  ANP  ADVANTAGE  OF  CONTINUED  AND  INCREASED 
EXERTION,  AS  ARISING  OUT  OF  THE  SCARCITY.  OF  THE 
SCRIPTURES,  AND  THE  EFFECTS  OF  THEIR  CIRCULATION. 

1.  The  distribution,  by  the  society,  of  two  millions  and  a 
half  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  in  the  languages  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  while  it  furnishes  a  decided  and  irrefragable  evi^ 
dence  of  the  necessity  that  existed  for  such  an  institution^ 
has  been  urged  as  a  reason  for  relaxing  those  efforts  which 
have  conferred  such  honour  on  our  country,  by  exhibiting 
her  to  the  umverse  as  tiie  Almoner  of  the  MoaT  High.  Were 
the  olriect  of  tiie  society  exclusively  Briiishj  this  argument 
might  be  admitted  to  have  some  weight;  tiiough  the  denciener 
iJiat  still  exists  in  various  parts  of  Great  Britain  and  Irelan<j^ 
and  which  are  daily  becoming  more  evident  by  means  of  Bible 
Associations,  will  require  die  exertions  of  many  years  to  sup- 
ply. But  it  is  in  reference  to  the  Foreign  department  that 
the  claims  on  the  society  assume  an  importance,  whose  awful 
magnitude  could  scarcely  be  contemplated  without  dismay^ 
were  not  the  appeal  directed  to  British  liberality  and  Christian 
sympathy.  Well  has  it  been  said, — "  In  other  projects^ 
though  suggested  by  benevolence,  and  planned  with  abilitv» 
&e  success  is  uncertain,  the  operation  partial,  the  benefit 
transient :  but  here  we  are  fellow-workers  with  Omni« 

POTENCE ;  WE  labour  FOR  THE  WHOLE  HUMAN  RACE;  WE  SOW 

FOR  ETERNITY."  The  argument  referred  to,  if  such  it  may 
be  called,  has  been  so  ably  refuted  by  an  enlightened  states- 
man in  a  neighbouring  country,  that  it  is  oiuy  necessary  to 
transcribe  his  words :— - 

^  He  who  is  acqtuunted  with  the  Bihle,  who  heUeres  its  doctrizies»  and 
wishes  to  apply  them  to  himself  cannot  hesitate  to  offer  to  others  also  the 
enjojnonent  of  the  same  advantage ;  with  him  there  cannot  exist  a  moment** , 
doubt  of  the  part  he  ou^t  to  take.  To  believe  in  the  Bible^  and  jet  de. 
dine  the  propagation  of  it,  would  be  a<^^ing  in  open  contradiction  to  the  spirit 
and  very  letter  of  the  precepts  of  Christianity  ...  I  am  not  unacquainted 
with  the  arguments  of  some  of  our  opponents,  who  contend,  that  many  nations 
are  not  yet  ripe  for  the  reception  of  the  Bible ;  and  that  it  would  be  neces- 
sary fint  to  humanise  them,  and  after  that  to  make  them  Christians.  But 
(di,  how  little  do  they  understand  the  contents  of  that  Holy  Book,  who  do 
not  ^nd  in  it  instruction  for  the  temporal,  as  well  as  the  reli^ous  conduct  of 
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mankind !  And  does  not  the  vexy  spectade  fxhiliHyd  bj  theie  fimneilj. 
uncultivated  people,'  among  whom  Christiamty  is  SntroduQed,  phoe  in  the 
dearest  light  the  untenableness  of  such  an  opinion  ? 

^  It  therefore  behoves  us,  not  to  waver  in  the  conviction,  that  to  distri- 
bute  the  Scriptures,  is  not  oidj  a  &vour  conlened,  but  a  duty  to  be  per* 
fermed ;  and  no  opportunity  ought  to  be  lost,  of  impressing  this  upon  others, 
and  representing  to  them  what  responsibility  they  take  upon  theinselves,  not 
oflily  by  counteracting  the  n^easuze,  but  even  by  merely  withholding  their 
aid.*»» 

To  tliis  testimony  in  &vour  of  die  principle  and  object  of 
the  society,  the  aumor  cannot  deny  himself  the  gratification 
of  addix^the  following  observations  of  his  invaluable  friendt 
the  Rey.  Robert  Hall  of  Leicester  :— 

^  ^^  In  the  prosecution  of  this  design,  our  party  is  trk  wokld  ;  the  only 
distindion  we  contemplate,  is  between  the  disciples  of  revdation  and  the 
unhappy  victims  of  superstition  and  idolatiy :  and  as  we  propose  to  circulate 
'  the  Bible  alone,  Without  notes  or  comments,  truth  only  can  be  a  gainer  by 
the  measure. — ^It  is  to  be  lamented,  that  Protestant  nations  have  been  too 
long  inattentive  to  this  olvject  s  we  rejoice  to  find  that  they  are  now  con- 
vinced of  their  error ;  and  that,  touched  with  oommisention  for  the  unhappy 
condition  of  mankind,  they  are  anxious  to  impart  those  riches  which  may  be 
dhared  without  being  dimmished,  and  communicated  without  being  lost  to  the 
possessor.  Such  is  the  felicity  of  religion ;  such  the  unbounded  liberality  of  its 
principles.  Though  we  should  be  sony  to  administer  fUel  to  national  vanity, 
w;e  cannot  conceal  the  satis&ction  it  gives  us  to  reflect,  that  while  thefidresi 
portion  of  the  globe  has  fidlen  a  prey  to  that  guilty  and  restless  ambition 
whidi,  by  the  inscrutable  wisdom  of  Providence,  is  permitted  for  a  time  to 
*take  peMe  from  the  earihj^  this  favoured  country  is  employed  in  spread- 
ing the  triumphs  of  truth,  multiplying  the  means  of  instruction^  and  opening 
sources  of  consolation  to  an  afflicted  world.**  -|- 

2.  But  if  the  obligations  on  the  Christian,  to  use  his  most 
$.trenuous  exei'tions  to  communicate  the  scriptures  of  truth  to 
all  mankind,  be  imperative,  he  will  find,  in  contemplating  the 
state  of  the  world,  that  this  duty  demands  his  active  and  per- 
seyering  attention*  The  following;  extracts  are  selected  with 
a  view  to  bring  the  subject  more  unmediately  before  him,  in 
as  brief  a  manner  as  is  amsistent  with  the  nature  of  this  work, 
yet  so  as  to  exhibit  the  wants  of  different  nations,  and  the 
desire  of  many  to  possess  the  inestimable  gift. 


*  Upeeeh  of  the  Right  Honourable  Mr.  Rodl,  Minister  of  the  Interior,' 
and  President  of  the  Netherlands*  Bible  Society— See  Appendix  to  the 
Fourteenth  Report  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  p.  S18  et  seq. 

t  Address  of  the  Leicester  Auxiliaxy  Bible  Society,  1809. 
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EUROPE. 

Iceland. — ^In  addition  to  the  particalan  relafive  to  the 
inhabitants  of  this  country,  stated  in  Section  V II.  it  is  ob- 
servedj — 

**  They  have  t  biahop,  305  parish  chwdies,  and  between  150  and  ^00 
dergymen.  The  Bible,  and  perticularlj  the  New  Testament,  ia  read  hefine 
the  fiunilj,  in  evezy  place  where  thii  predons  book  can  be  had.  It  ia  yery 
kmentaUe,  however,  that  it  is  not  now  to  be  obtained,  eren  for  monej. 
When  it  happens  to  appear  at  an  auction,  it  aells  at  an  enonnou^  price.—* 
Kever  will  Iceland  fbiget  her  dear  Stistnip,  who,  at  hia  6wn  expenae^  bought, 
and  aent  to  this  place,  a  mat  number  of  Bibles  and  New  Testaments,  to  be 
given  awaj  gratis.  This  haa  now  ceased,  however,  for  the  apace  of  aixtj 
years  and  upwards ;  and  the  most  of  these  Bibles  are  now  worn  out.  I  re- 
member frequentlj  to  have  heard  the  best  fiumers  in  the  perish  warmly 
contending  which  of  them  ehould  have  the  tean  of  the  BiUe,  which  was 
aent  to  their  paridi,  fiir  themaelves  and  children.  The  printing-press  in 
the  island  is  no  longer  in  order ;  we  therefine  cannot  do  any  thing  to.  aupply 
thia  want4  and  the  common  people  in  Iceland  will  within  ten  years  he 
entirdy  deprived  of  this  bleawd  book,  which  is  ao  dear  and  freoioiis  to 

**  In  the  east  of  the  island,"  sajs  Dr.  Henderson,  "1  &11  In  with  a 
cfeigyman,  who  has  been  seeldn^  in  vain  to  obtain  a  Bible  for  the  long 
period  of  mMnlMn  years !  His  joy  on  my  arrivifl  was  inexpressible.  1' 
passed  also  throufdi  a  parish,  lately,  in  which  there  are  only  liro  Bibles ; 
and  another,  considerably  more  popiUous,  in'  which  there  are  none  at  aii.  In 
general,  there  are  not  id)Ove  five  or  sixin  any  parish  which  I  have  visited, 
except  such  as  contain  "between  300  and  400  souls;  andin  them  there  are 
not  more  than  ten  or  twelve  copies.  For  the  accuracy  of  these  statements 
I  have  the  best  vouchers— the  Kegisters  of  Soiils,  which  every  deig^man  in 
Iceland  is  obliged  to  keep ;  in  which,  beside  ()Cher  particulaxs  relittive  to  * 
his  parishioners,  he  records  what  boob  are  possessed  by  each  fiuxuly."  * 

GxmxAirr. — **  Eveiy  day's  experience  proves  to  us  that  the  fields  are 
white  for  the  harveat.   The  poor,  and  espedaUy  the  Catholics,  come  in  crowds « 
fi)r  Testaments ;  others  write  the  most  pathetic  letters ;  one  of  which,  from 
a  shepherd,  I  indose.— 

**  UUtrfrom  a  Shqfherd  ai  0Wthmm. 
^  *'  Beverend  Sir*-As  I  am  a  lover  of  religious  books,  and  have  heard  a 
great  dead  of  your  Society,  I  am  sure  you  will  not  reftue  to  give  the  Ca. 
tfiotic  Oid  Testament  to  a  poor  shephenl  who  cannot  hear  the  WonI  of  God. 
I  have  got  the  New  Teatament  firom  the  Rev.  Pastor  MuUer,  in  Wer- 
theim ;  but  nnther  do  I  find  there  the  Psalms  of  David,  nor  the  history , 
of  the  Fktriarcha,  Jacob,  Moses,  and  David,  who  were  all  shepherds.    Au ' 
this  I  wish  to  read,  and  to  follow  the  example  of  those  great  men.    I 
therefiire  request  your  Society  to  send  this  book  to  a  poor  shepherd  wfio 
is  day  and  i^t  with  his  flock.    The  blesang  of  God  will  be  with  you, 
if  you  give  these  books  to  poor  Christians  who  can  hardly  earn  a  bit  of  dry 

'  See  '^  Iceland ;  or  the  Journal  of  a  Besidence  in  that  Island,  in  the 
Tears  1814,  1315,  Ac  by  £.  Henderson,  Doctor  in  Philosophy  $**  a  workjof 
peculiar  intereat  and  merit 
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biead.  This  holy  book  is  not  much  seen  among  us  Cathxdics :  fimnerij  we 
were  not  allowed  to  read  it ;  but  now  we  ma/,  and  ought  to  do  so.  Have 
the  goodness  to  let  me  have  this  book  of  life.  MThen  I  read  it,  in  mj  soli* 
tude,  I  shallfind  in  it  many  things  which  will  be  profitaUe  to  me  and  my 
children.*  ^^SixUetUk  Rtptri^  Appemdix^  p.  &7  eiseq, 

**  The  country  deigymen  cannot  find  words  adequately  descriptiye  of 
the  thirst  which  is  felt  by  numbers  of  people  for  this  sacred  gift,  or  of  the 
joyftd  liope  with  which  they  anticipate  it**— /tef.  Jfpemdix,  P- 109* 

^Indosed,  you  wiU  xeoeiTe  documents  which  will  prove  that  I  haye 
observed  with  ooncem  the  areat  want  of  the  Scriptures  in  several  psrts  of 
Protestant  Hessen,  and  ^adly  embraced  every  opportunity  of  supplying 
them.  I  succeeded  in  procuxing  a  number  of  Bibles  from  BIsle,  of  the 
Ptotestant  version ;  but  they  scarcdy  sufficed  to  satisfy  the  wants  of  dte 
poor  children  in  this  city :  in  the  country,  the  deficiency  is  still  greater :  of 
this  I  have  personally  convinced  myself  in  several  neighbouring  villages,  in 
wfaidi  the  schoolmasters  assured  me,  that  in  some,  iriiich  ooatainGd  no 
less  tinn  sixty  families,  there  were  scsrcely  eighteen  Bibles,  most  of 
which  were  sadly  torn.  Many  of  the  sdudsrs  had  no  Bibks,  snd  th^ 
pssents  were  loo  poor  to  pay  a  rix-dolkr  (between  three  and  four  shiUiifgB) 
hu  one.  Having  made  a  present  of  the  New  Testament  to  diildren  ae 
well  as  to  adults,  both  m  town  and  countiy,  I  am  importuned  with  pelitimie 
fiir  the  whole  Biblsi  and  really,  someiimes  my  heart  bleeds  to  observe  the 
hunger  and  thirst  after  the  bread  and  water  of  Ule»  without  my  being  Mm 
iO  satisfy  it. 

^'  You  win  observe  that  the  Protestant  superintendent,  Justi,  &els  truly^ 
desirous  to  distribute  Bibles  in  the  many  schools  under  his  inspection. 
Here,  my  brethren,  the  soil  is  prepared  fivr  the  reception  of  the  seed  :  the 
hearts  of  thousands  appear  open  to  the  instruction  and  consolation  which  the 
perusal  of  the  sacred  writings  is  calculated  to  convey.  Oh  that  I  mi|^ 
succeed  in  obtuning  some  connderable  assistance  towards  the  distribution  of 
Protestant  Bibles  in  the  schools  1  Thousands  of  copies  are  wanted.  I 
know  my  request  is  a  large  one;  but  still  larger  is  6od*s  mercy.  I  have 
just  sent  raxty-eight  copies  of  my  Testament  to  poor  people  who  have  lost 
nearly  their  all  by  the  calamities  of  the  war.**— Lrtl«r  from  Prqf.  FmiEu^^ 
BimmtUk  Report  of  Brii.  and  Fhr,  BibU  Soeieipi  Jppemdixg  No,  zxv. 

Prussian  States. — ^In  August  1816,  Professor  Van  Ess  writes— »**  I 
hiive  laid,  with  frankness,  before  the  King  of  Prussia,  the  following  view, 
by  no  means  exaggerated,  of  the  great  want  of  Bibles  among  the  Catholics 
in  his  SUtes  t— 

^  1.  There  are  many,  very  many  Catholic  priotis^  who  very  probably 
have  not  a  whole  Bible  in  their  possession,  either  in  Latin  or  German,  and 
dp  not  even  possess  a  German  New  Testament 

**  %  Among  sehoobtuutort^  hardly  one  in  &00  has  ^  German  Bible,  and 
hardly  one  in  90a  possesses  a  New  Testament. 

"'  8.  Among  iapmemj  scarcely  one  in  1000  is  in  possession  of  the  New 
Tnitamem,muGh  less  of  a  whoieWoiiBJ'^'^Thirioonik  Report,  Jppmdix^  p.  SjKO. 

Aliacx.— **  Again  I  write  to  you,  knocking  as  it  were  at  the  door  of 
your  heart,  in  bdudf  of  the  poor  inhabitants  of  Alsace ;  and  shall  not  desist 
until  I  am  heard.  Satisfy,  I  beseech  you,  the  desire  of  the  poor  people,  as 
well  as  that  of  the  poor  clergy,  who  indeed  want  help  to  answer  the  demands 
made  on  them.  How  did  the  clergymen  stretch  out  their  hands,  when  I 
distributed  the  first  thirty  copies  of  the  New  Testament!  how  ^teftilly 
did  they  press  them  to  their  bosom,  with  the  most  earnest  soUatation  Uk 
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veeeive  more !    I  will  most  cheerfully  cfaaxge  myielf  with  the  delightful 
employ  of  distributiofi. 

^^  To^daj,  several  men  and  women  came  to  me^  desiring  French  Neif 
Testaments;  but  Mr.  Spittler  informed  me  that  only  a  raw  copies  were 
left  I  thank  you  already,  beforehand,  for  eyery  gift  of  love ;  and  refer  yon 
to  Hix  of  whom  the  Scriptures  testify,  that  He  himself  wIQ  be  our  shield 
and  exceeding  great  Tewsad.^-^Leiier/rom  a  Swiu  CatMic  Clergyman  Is 
Rt9,  Dr,  Sieinkogff.   Ji^endix,  Twetftk  Rtjfrt, 

SwcDEK.— "  For  my  own  part,  I  who  have  the  task  of  corresponding 
with  the  members  of  the  Evapgelical  Society  from  one  end  of  the  kingdom 
to  the  other,  on  the  subject  of  Bibles,  must  own  to  you,  that  I  am  ready  to 
&int  in  the  work,  on  account  of  the  pressing  demands.  Letters  that  make 
my  very  heart  ache  come  in  from  the  ministers  of  places,  where,  to  my  owi^ 
knowledge,  poverty  prevails  in  all  its  mournful  shapes,  asking  for  Bibles 
ffratis.  I  am  obliged  to  reply,  ^  Our  fund  is  exhausted,  we  can  do  no  more 
mr  you  this  year.*  "—LeUer  from  the  Secreiarif  of  the  Siockkolm  Evangelicat 
Society,    Eleventh  Report^  No,  xvi. 

^  Fmtn  Haygman,  in  StodchoUn,  has  Just  published  a  most  interesUng 
pamphlet  on  the  editionaaf  the  Swedish  Scr^tures  which  have  been  pub^ 
Sabed  from  the  time  of  the  Reftrmation  in  Sweden.  The  result  of  hii 
inquiries  and  calculations  is,  that,  preWoualy  to  the  establishmettt  of  a 
Bible  Society  in  Sweden,  not  one  out  of  eighty  among  the  poorer  classes 
had  a  copy  of  the  Scriptures.  This  is  a  most  melancholy  discovery.  Nol 
fewer  than  400,(100  fiunilles  are  destitute  of  the  word  of  life  in  Sweden  1 
Our  ffrork  is  not  yet  b^un.**— 7We//rA  Rquni^  jifpemdix^  No.  ▼. 

**  The  result  of  an  invest^tion  into  the  ¥rants  of  the  ^oeese  of  Carlstadt 
fumiahed  a  moet  mdancholy  picture,  for  not  fewer  than  I9J70  fomiliea 
were  found  totally  without  a  Bible :  of  these,  6460  cannot  pay  the  fvML  value 
of  a  copy,  and  8600  are  utterly  unable  to  pay  anything  towanls  the  purchase 
of  one.  Everywhere,  however,  a  great  hunger  for  tiie  good  Word  of  Qoo 
was  BEumifested ;  and  unspeakable  rejoicings  were  testifi^  when  these  poor 
creatures  were  infonned  that  there  was  a  hope  of  their  becoming  posseised 
of  ihe  sacred  treasure.*' — Sixteenth  Report^  p.  Ivi  et  aeq, 

FivLAim.— -"  The  archbishop  came  to  Abo,  in  order  to  attend  a  meeting 
of  tlie  Committee  of  the  Finnish  Bible  Society,  which  he  had  appointed. 
The  Committee  met  at  his  lordship's  house.  The  requisitions  from  all 
quarters  are  numerous,  and  the  exertions  of  the  society  to  meet  them  pro- 
pgvtionally  great.  On  a  moderate  calculation,  not  fewer  than  60,000  are  inu 
mediately  required  for  gratuitous  distribution,  in  order  to  satisfy  the  most 
urgent  demands  Arom  the  poor,  who  cannot  pay  for  copies ;  but  can  read,  and 
are  anxious  to  have  the  words  of  eternal  life  in  their  possession.  I  assured 
them  that  the  Brituh  and  foreign  Bible  Society  would  assist  them  to  the 
utmost  i]^  thear  power,  and,  as  fiff  as  their  other  engagements  would  permit, 
in  furnishing  their  poor  brethren  with  copies  of  the  Scriptures. 

**  In  the  pdson  of  Sweaborg  fortress,  I  found  about  500  prisoners  entirely 
destitute  of  reli^ous  books  of  any  kind.  I  immediately  sent  them  a  supply 
of  flnmsh  Testaments,  and  promised  to  procure  them  copies  in  the  Sw«firi& 
language.  The  unhappy  men  pleaded  earnestly  to  have  books  granted  them, 
that  they  might  edify  themselves  in  their  solitude ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  they 
will  make  a  good  use  of  them." — Sixteenth  Report ^  Appendix^  p>  58. 

HraoART.— **  I  never  was,  in  all  my  life,  received  with  such  real  de^it 
IS  when  I  made  my  ^tpeaiayice  at  Presbusg  with  the  Bible  in  my  hand.    The 
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Bibles  and  Testaments  which  I  could  spare  for  them  at  that  time  were  idl 
sold  the  next  daj,  with  the  exception  of  a  few,  which  were  ftimished  to 
the  very  poorest  gratuiiousfy.  All  who  could,  would  pi^.  The  Hungarians 
wish  to  establish  a  Bible  Sodetr,  and  an  oflSce  of  their  own,  fi)r  printing 
Bibles,  both  in  the  Hungarian  language  and  in  other  similar  dialects.  They 
will  begin  a  subscription  among  themselves,  provided  the  Parent  Sodety  in 
London  will  aarist  and  support  them  in  such  a  measure.  I  gave  them  great 
hopes  of  this,  having  myself  seen  iHhat  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible 
Society  has  done,  andis  willing  to  do.  Remember,  and  proclaim  it  as  loud 
as  you  can,  that  there  are  tipwardt  of  a  mUikm  tmd  a  katf  of  Proiestanis  im 
tfwif  oiy,  and  but  a  few  Bibles  among  them  l^-^Eighik  R^perty  Jjpp,  Ne.  lu 

Moldavia,  Waz.lacria,  &c.—- ^*  It  appears  that  no  more  than  two  small 
editbns  of  the  Wallachian  or  Rumanic  Bible  have  ever  been  printed ;  the 
one  in  1688,  and  the  other  in  1714,  in  Bucharest,  the  capital  of  WaUachia. 
The  last  edition  is  said  to  have  been  carefiiUy  vavised  and  printed  by  the 
metropolitan,  Theodosius;  but  it  is  now  so  rare,  that  a  copy  of  it  is  difficult 
to  be  obtained.  The  number  of  inhabitants  in  WaUachia  is  reckoned  to  be 
about  900,000,  and  in  Moldavia  600,000 :  so  that  here  we  find  in  those  two 
provinces,  mostly  belonging  to  Turkey,  nearly  one  millien  and  a  half  of 
people  profiessing  Christianity,  and  litmUy  pwMAing  fiir  ^^ant  (^  the  bread 
ofhSs/'^Twelftk  iUpert,  Appendix,  p.  76. 

'  **  Mr.  Finkerton  is  bu^  at  present  in  making  arrangements  for  print- 
ing the  New  Testament  in  the  language  of  Moldavia  and  WaUachia,  and 
has  got  aU  ready ;  but,  alas !  not  a  copy  of  the  Scriptures,  in  this  lan- 
guage, can  be  found  here.  It  was  reported  that  there  was  a  copy  at  St. 
Petersburg,  and  he  has  been  hunting  after  it,  but  hitherto  in  vain.  A 
copy  has  been  written  for  fit>m  Moldavia,  and  we  fear  we  must  wait  tiU 
k  can  airive.  This  is  a  great  disappointment.  We  had  lately  a  letter 
from  a  BussiBn  priest,  firom  the  borders  of  the  Ice  Sea,  begging  most 
earnestly  to  have  a  Bible.  He  says,  that  there  is  not  a  Bible  in  idl  that 
tract  of  country.  He  is  800  versts  from  the  maxket4own ;  but  even  ikerv 
no  Bible  is  to  be  found.  Had  there  been  no  Bible  Societies,  this  poor 
priest,  like  many  miUions  more,  must,  in  aU  probabiUty,  for  ever  have 
remained  without  a  Bible.**-«7Wej^A  Riporty  JppeiidiaPy  No.xu 

R1T8SL4.— ^*  The  demand  for  Bibles  is  astonishing,  and  it  is  painfrd  in  the 
extreme  not  to  be  able  to  satisfy  them :  it  makes  one^s  heart  ache,  to  see 
poor  and  rich  coming,  and  earnestly  requesting  BiUes  for  money»  and 
obliged  to  go  away  without  the  heavenly  treasure.  The  poor  Russians  even 
iUl  down  and  kiss  one*s  feet,  to  prevul  on  one  to  give  them  ^bles ;  and 
«upponng  that  money  can  do  every  thing,  they  even  offer  the  young  men. 
in  our  depository,  drink^money,  if  they  wiU  let  them  have  a  Bible  for  pay- 
ment. A  Bible  serves  more  than  one:  the  poor  day-labourers,  who  have 
been  so  happy  as  to  get  one  among  a  number,  spend^their  leisure  id  hearing 
one  of  their  companions  read  to  them  Uie  words  of  eternal  life.  The  New 
Testament  now  frequently  suppUes  the  place  of  Novels  on  the  toilettes  of 
the  formerly  gay  and  fiMhiondl>le.  A  poor  Tartar,  who  lately  got  a  copy  of 
the  Tartar  New  Testament  as  a  present,  kissed  the  back  on  receiving  it, 
repeated  the  same  ceremony  on  getting  home  with  it,  and  now  spends  aU 
his  spare  time  in  reading  it,  and  finds  much  pleasure  in  so  doing." 

Elevenik  Report^  Appendix^  No.  xxi. 

*^  Prince  GaUtzin  observes,  '  Many  miUions  of  the  inhabitants  of  Russia 
are  in  want  of  the  word  of  life:  many  miUions  of  our  neighbours  in 
Asia,  who  stUl  eU  m  darkmege  and  in  ike  ihadew  rf  deaihy  may,  in  Ume» 
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ieeetvethatWordfromu8,uid<Ma  jTMtf/f^Al.  The  Buasian  Bible  Sodetj 
has  a  great  wcnk  to  do,  in  fbrniahing  all  th^e  nationB  and  countries  with 
the  Holj  Scriptuxes  in  their  xespectiye  languages.* " 

^  We  have  begun  the  distribution  of  the  Finnish  Testament  in  the 
Crovenunent  of  SS.  Petersbuig.  I  expected  the  edition  would  have  lasted 
us  £>r  several  jears ;  but  the  demand  is  so  great,  that  we  cannot  get  the 
Testaments  bound  quickly  enough,  and  the  whole  edition  is  already  nearly 
exhausted*  When  a  quantity  arrives  in  a  village,  all  the  inhabitants 
assemble,  and  can  scarcely  be  restrained  from  carrying  off  the  Testaments 
by  force.  They  have  been  fiimishing  for  want  of  the  word  of  lilfe,  an4 
now  they  are  almost  insatiable.  We  have  recently  received  SOO  rubles, 
which  have  been  subscribed  by  the  Ingemumknd  Russian  Regiment,  besides 
130  rubles  from  their  colonel,  for  which  they  require  one  Russian  and  one 
Polish  Bible.  This  gift  is  peculiarly  valuable,  as  coming  from  Russian 
soldiers.  The  Roman-X^ttholic  metropolitan  has  published  a  pastoral  letter 
to  his  flock,  recommending  the  readmg  of  the  Scriptures  among  them 
generally.  This  is  an  important  document.  Our  Committee  ordered  it  to 
be  published  in  the  Gazettes,  that  it  might  be  as  generally  known  as  poa- 
sible.  We  have  rec^ved  from  his  Imperial  M%festy  freedom  to  send 
all  letters  and  packages,  free  of  expense,  by  post;  so  that  we  can  now  send 
our  Bibles  to  the  remotest  psrts  of  the  Russian  empire  with  the  greatest 
fiMdlity .— 7Vm(^A  Reptri^  jffptmdix^  p.  8. 

**  At  Pleskofi;  (says  Ih*.  Finkerton,  in  1818,)  the  azchbishop  in&rmed 
me,  that  in  his  diocese,  which  consists  of  450  churches,  the  gr^aUrpwi  tf 
ike  clergy  are  §00  wUhemi  BiNes  r^MeiUkip  ExtracU^  No.  xiv. 

*^  The  translation'  of  the  Scriptures  into  the  Russ  language — a  measure 
which  originated  with  the  Emperor  himself— is  going  forward.  The  me* 
tropolitans  of  St.  Petersburg '  and  Moscow,  and  the  archbishop  ofTwer> 
auperintend  and  reviK  the  translation.  Prelates,  priests,  and  people^ 
throughout  the  empire,  are  taking  a  most  lively  interest  in  this  under- 
taking :  such  parts  as  are  already  printed  have  been  sou^t  for  with  almost 
incredible  eagerness,  and  the  completion  of  the  work  is  looked  forward  to 
with  the  most  ardent  and  anzbus  expectation.*'— ^urlsmlA  Reperij  p.  69. 

DwniAMr.^"*"  The  demand  for  Bibles  and  Testaments  on  our  Society  is 
so  much  cm  the  increase,  that  we  shall  have  oocanon  fivr  all  the  money 
which  we  can  pessibly  command.  Of  the  two  last  laxpe  editions  we  have, 
in  the  course  of  half  a  year,  either  sold  at  reduced  pnoes,  or  gratuitously 
distributed,  7000  New  Testaments,  and  about  4000  Bibles «  so  that  another 
edition  will  'soon  be  requisite.  The  stereotypes  for  the  Danish  New  Testa* 
nent  are  already  ordered."— <9ia«0f»<A  Repert^  AppemUx^  p,  19& 

**  There  axe,  periiaps,  few  countries  in  which  the  cause  of  tiie  Bible  is 
become  of  more  general  concern  than  in  our  own.  It  is  closely  united 
with  our  ecrlfsisstical  establishment ;  and  independently  of  aU  the  Deans, 
the  Supeiintendant-General,  with  the  greater  part  of  the  deigy,  are  either 
members  of  Bible  Societies  or  promoters  of  them.  Su9h  conduct  wss  rea« 
sonably  to  be  expected  from  every  evangelical  clergyman,  to  whom,  and  to 
the  congregation  committed  to  his  charge,  the  Bible  ought  to  serve  as  the 
ground-woric  «nd  rale  of  ^th  and  praetiu^**— 14M  Report^  Jpp,  JVe,  cii. 

""  The  eagerness  to  possess  the  Bible  is  increasing  throughout  the  king- 
49mj  espedflUy  among  the  lower  ranks  of  society,  though  many  individuids 
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are  prevented  bj  the  scarcitj  of  money  from  purchaaiiig  that  sacred  book. 
]ftf any  copies  have  been  sent  to  miniBters,  for  distribution  amoog  the  young 
after  their  confirmation,  and  to  goveirnorB  of  prisons.**— 16iA  Rqk  Alfp,  iV«.  ix. 

PosTuoAX..-^*'  With  respect  to  the  Portuffuese  Testaments,  it  ^res  me 
great  satis&ction  to  report  the  very  quick  circulation  they  have  met  with. 
AH  ranks  of  people  in  Lisbon  have  expressed  the  greatest  i^^ard  and 
Mimation  for  them ; .  and  so  exceedingly  solicitous  have  they  been  in 
their  application  to  me  for  books,  that  I  'have  much  r^retted  witnessing 
their  disappointment.  May  I  hope,  through  your  interference,  that  il 
will,  in  a  short  time,  be^  in  my  power  to  comply  with  their  earnest  desire 
pf  becoming  better  acquainted  with  the  GospeL**— 7^A  M^p.  Jpp.  No.  xxxvii. 

SwiTzZRXjkVD.— ^  Under  the  cheering  auspices  of  Baron  Wessenbeig, 
Vicar-General  of  the  Bishopric  of  Constance,  I  have  distributed  upwards  of 
8000  copies  of  the  Ratisbon  New  Testament  in  that  extensive  diocese.  A 
short  time  ago,  I  was  enabled,  by  the  Bftsle  Bible  Society,  and  the  generosity 
of  our  Vicar-General,  to  rive  away  1000  copies  in  Catholic  Switzerland, 
and  to  sell  9000  in  Catholic  Swabia,  at  the  low  rate  of  about  threepence  a 
copy,  unbound.  I  cannot  sufficiently  express  to  you  my  joy  at  the  good 
impressions  made,  and  the  moral  benefits  already  produced,  by  the  diffusion 
of  this  divine  book.  People  of  all  ranks  and  classes  of  society  anxiously 
desire  it  But  often  my  heart  bleeds,  when  I  perceive  how  many  of  the  poor 
and  of  the  servants  are  still  destitute  of  the  same,  notwithstanding  the 
ikiost  fiivourable  disposition  of  our  cleigy.  N^t  and  day  I  thou^t  on  the 
best  means  of  putting  it  into  the  hands  of  those  poor  people,  who  are 
caUed  to  become  partakers  of  the  kingdom  of  God ;  but  scarcely  a  ray  of 
hope  hitherto  appeared;  the  two  last  wars,  and  the  heavy  taxes,  having 
dried  up  almost  every  resource  in  our  parts,  and  multitudes  been  re- 
duced to  a  state  of  the  most  wretched  poverty.  How  am  I  moved  with 
compassion  for  the  multitude  in  the  wilderness  of  this  life  t  How  do  I 
behold  them  fidnting  for  the  New  Testament ;  for  this  truly  divine  book 
miffht  inspire  them  with  new  confidence,  and  courage  to  ^ht  the  good 
fight  of  faith.'*— TVre^/A  Report :  Jppendir^  p.  15& 

**  In  the  midst  of  tribulation,  when  even  the  necessat^es-of  life  are  want- 
ing, the  pbus  poor  man  looks  to  his  Bible  for  consolation.  It^will  not  be 
tiigplA^Mwg  to  you,  to  read  one  instance  of  it  Having  only  a  £ew  copiefl  of 
our  folio  Bible  left,  we  reserved  them  for  unforeseen  occanons.  A  very 
worthy  clergyman,  in  whose  paziah  three  families  lost  all  their  property  by 
a  conflagration,  and  among  the  rest  their  Bibles,  writes,  that  a  sum  of  money 
was  placed  in  his  hands,  and,  knowing  the  anxious  desire  of  his  unfortunate 
parishioners  to  replace  the  loss  of  their  Bibles,  he  intended  to  apply  this  gift 
to  the  purchase  of  others :  upon  which  we  sent  him,  gratis,  the  last  three  we 
bad.    He  wrote  us  in  reply,  as  follows  :-— 

^'  At  the  moment  when  I  was  occupied  in  opening  the  parcel  containing 
your  Chriatian  present,  the  mother  of  one  of  the  fimulies  that  had  been 
burnt  out,  came  to  me,  to  converse  upon  other  business.  I  said  to  her, '  You 
aee  these  Bibles ;  they  are  the  gift  of  the  Bible  Society,  destined  for  you 
and  your  feUow-^ufferera.'  Tears  of  joy  started  into  the  eyes  of  this  good 
woman.  *"  Thank  God,*  she  eidslaimed,  *■  for  giving  me  a  Bible  again !  How 
often,  since  our  misfortune,  have  I  said,  ^  If  our  Bible  had  not  been  burnt, 
we  could  have  derived  comfort  from  that  in  our  trouble  :  O  that  we  could 
but  get  our  Bible  again !  Now,  we' shall  all  rq'oice.*  She  took  the  BiUe 
from  the  table,  while  tears  of  gratitude  and  joy  streamed  from  her  eyes,  and 
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ism  upon  it.  On  taking  leave,  she  said,  with  warm  emotion,  '  May  God 
reward  those  who  have  given  us  the  Bible  again !  Goo  reward  you,  dear 
minister,  for  having  thus  taken  care  of  us  !*  The  other  two  fiimilies  also 
expressed  their  joy  and  gratitude,  when  they  received  their  copies.*' 

Ttdriethth  Htpori :  App€ndM9^  No*  Lxxxix. 

NoxwAT. — '^  Before  we  landed  in  Norway,  we  had  a  proof  of  the  want  of 
the  holy  scriptures  in  that  country,  and  the  great  eagerness  of  the  people 
to  become  possessed  of  them ;  for  the  pilot  wtio  came  on  board,  to  conduct 
the  vessel  to  Stavanger,  having  learnt,  by  some  means  or  other,  that  we  had 
some  Bibles  with  us,  earnestly  entreated  that  he  might  be  permitted  to  buy 
one.  He  lives  in  one  of  the  little  islands  with  which  this  harbour  abounds ; 
and  stated,  that  a  ringle  copy,  which  they  had  among  them,  had  almost  ex- 
cited a  quarrel,  so  many  wishing  to  possess  it ;  and  they  were  at  last  obliged 
to  decide  the  matter  by  drawing  lots ;  and  much  did  he  regret  that  the  lot 
did  not  fidl  upon  him.  We  gave  the  old  man  a  copy,  which  he  received 
"With  marks  of  the  deepest  gratitude.** — FiftemUh  Report  9  Appendix^  No.xtt, 

PoLAVB,  G ALICIA,  &c— *'  There  have  appeared,  at  different  times,  five 
translations  of  the  Bible  in  the  Polish  lan^age.    Of  four  of  these  versions 
no  copy  can  be  procured  s  of  the  fifth,  pnnt^  by  the  Reformed  Church  in 
I>antzic,  seven  editions  have  been  published.    The  first  edition  was,  for  the 
most  part,  burnt  by  Wonxyk,  archbishop  of  Gnezen  ;  and  the  Jesuits  have 
always  exerted  themselves  to  buy  up  and  destroy  such  copies  of  the  other  five 
editions  as  come  in  their  way ;  so  that  it  is  concluded  that  of  the  six  editions 
of  the  Protestant  Bible,  printed  between  )639  and  1779)  at  least  800(1  copies 
faare  been  thus  wilfully  destroyed.    The  whole  six  editions,  probably,  did 
not  amount  to  more  than  70OO  copies ;  so  that  if  the  copies  which  have  been 
worn  out  by  length  of  time  were  added  to  those  which  have  been  de- 
stroyed,  it  would  be  found  that  (with  the  exception  of  the  seventh  edi- 
tion, printed  in  Berlin,  at  the  expense  of  the  British  and  Foreum  Bible 
Society,    and   consisting  of  IMKM)  copies)  the  existing  number  of  Bibles, 
among  the  950,000  Protestants  who  speak  the  Polish  lainguage,  must  be  very 
gmalL    But,  alas !  how  much  smaller  still  is  the  number  of  copies  which 
exist  among  the  Catkoiia  of  Poland,  will  appear  from  the  following  fa<;t8. 
The  only  authorised  version  of  the  holy  scriptures,  in  Polish,  is  that  which 
was  translated  by  Jacob  Wuyck,  approved  by  Clement  VIII.,  and  first  pu!». 
lisMd  hi  Cracow,  in  1599-     The  translation  is  considered,  by  competiBnt 
judges,  to  be  among  the  best  European  verrions  made  from  the  Yu^te, 
and  the  language,  though  in  some  degree  antiquated,  is  yet  pure  and  classlcaL 
Such  care,  however,  has  been  taken  to  keep  even  this  authorised  versloa 
of  the  holy  scriptures  from  coming  into  the  hands  of  the  people,  that  it 
never  was  re-printed  in  Poland ;  and  has  undergone  only  two  other  editions 
out  of  the  countiy,  viz.  at  Breslau,  in  1740,  and  1771.    Now  the  whole 
■mount  of  copies,  in  these  three  editions  of  the  autlK)rised  PoliA  Bible,  is 
supposed  not  to  have  exceeded  300(1.     Thus  there  have  been  printed  only 
ftbout  3000  Bibles,  in  the  space  of  817  yean,  for  upwards  of  10,000,000  of 
Catholics,  who  spesk  the  Polish  language  I   Hence  it  is,  that  a  copy  is  not  to 
be  obtained  for  money ;  and  that  you  may  search  100,000  fiunilies,  in  Galicia 
and  Pohnd,  and  scarcely  find  one  Bible.'*^— rAirlranlA  Htpori :  JppeikHxj 
P'  95  ei  tej.  ^ 

**  A  copy  of  the  authorised  version  of  the  Catholie  Bible,  in  the  Polish 
Unguag^  is  not  to  be  obtained  for  money,  either  in  Poland  or  C^aiicia ;  and 
among  the  five  miOUons  of  Sernansi  of  jrhom  two  millions  belong  to  Aus- 
tria, the^'Bible  is  rariely  to  be  found,  nwa  in  the  hamdi  0/  IA«  cier^^ :  sad 
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Scucitj  of  the  Scriptures  in  Poland.— Fruioe— supply  inadequate. 


this  applies  still  more  strongly  to  the  remaining  three  millions  of  Servians^ 
under  the  dominion  of  the  Turk&  The  Croatiana,  who  consist  of  about 
900,000  souls,  hare,  to  this  day,  no  part  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  in  their  lan- 
guage, except  the  Gospels  for  Sun&ys  and  Holy-days:  and  the  Albanians 
have  no  portion  whatever  of  the  word  of  God  at  all,  in  any  language  which 
they  understand.  Much  good  is  therefore  to  be  expected  from  the  dissemi- 
nation  of  the  Holy. Scriptures,  not  only  among  these  nations,  but  also 
among  many  other  tribes  without  the  borders  of  the  empire,  who,  professing 
the  C&istiui  faith,  under  the  dominion  of  the  Turks,  are  unaUe,  in  thdr 
present  drcumstanoes,  to  obtain  copies  of  the  sacred  writings,  even  for  the 
purpose  of  supplying  their  churches  and  priests.  Such,  fer  instance,  is  the 
lamentable  condition  of  most  of  the  Wallachians,  Moldavians,  and  Buln- 
rians;  the  former  of  whom  speak  one  language,  and  possess  a  version  of  U10 
Bible  in  their  language,  but  which  is  so  scarce,  that  it  is  not  to  be  obtained 
fiir  money.  For  that  part  of  the  nation  connected  with  Russia,  provision  is 
now  making ;  but  for  the  millions  of  Wallachians  and  Moldavians  under  the 
Austrian  ^venunent,  nothing  has  yet  been  done."— 13M  Bqtori :  Apj^f*  96- 

Fbanck.— ^  An  increaring  demand  has  been  manifested  in  France  fer  the 
Catholic  Scriptures :  and  so  strongly  is  Uiis  felt,  that  various  printov  are 
now  speculating  in  editions  of  that  book,  fer  which  but  a  short  time  ago  very 
few  purchasers  could  be  feund.  The  Society  for  Elementary  Education  hM 
introduced  the  New  Testament  into  the  Schools  for  mutual  inatruction  1 
and  several  pious  Catholics  have  evinced  not  a  little  industiy  in  recommends 
ing  it,  and  that  with  considerable  success,  to  the  poorer  members  of  their 
communion."— 5ijrlMiilA  Rtperi^  j^  Ixvi. 

.  *^  The  Committee  have  not  always  waited  to  fundah  Bibles  until  they 
were  asked  fer.  Oneof  their  first  acts  has  been,  to  ofl^  this  treasure  of 
consolation  and  mercy  to  criminals  in  their  chains.  It  has  been  received  is 
wme  prisons,  and  in  the  hufks  of  Toulon  and  Rochefort,  with  a  feeHng 
of  gratitude  which  promises  a  sincere  repentance^  and  the  design  of'  a 
jrefermation« 

^  Many  small  tribes  of  Protestants,  scattered  over  the  surfece  of  France* 
appeared  worthy  of  the  attention  and  care  of  the  society.  Some  are  with- 
out pastors,  and  without  public  worship.  The  Department  de  la  Somme 
alone  counts  about  six  thousand  individuals  in  this  state  of  abandonment 
and  religious  privation :  yet  among  these  refermed  Christians,  so  long  for- 
gotten, the  faith  of  their  fethers  has  been  preserved  in  all  its  purify.  For 
want  of  sacred  books,  ot  which  violence  had  deprived  their  obscure  femzUes, — 
and  from  replacing  of  which,  either  fear  or  poverty  had  prevented  them, — oral 
tnulitions  have  transmitted  firom  generation  to  generation  the  most  inter- 
esting nsrratives,  the  most  important  lessons,  and  the  holieBt  precepts  ef 
the  Bible.  Passing  from  the  fether  to  the  children,  the  most  ffervent 
prajrers  and  hymns^  the  most  proper  to  neurit  felth  and  hope,  have  never 
ceased  to  resound  in  their  cottages,  and  the  paternal  benediction  has  stood 
in  place  of  that  of  the  minister  dT  the  Lobb.  When  at  length  the  written 
'  Word  of  God  returned  to  the  bosom  of  these  insulated  femilies,  what  thanks- 
givings have  been  ofifered  up  fer  this  unexpected  blessing  of  Providence  !** 

Sixigmih  Report^  AffenHat^  ff.  7),  7t- 

**  The  demands  for  Bibles  and  Kew  Testaments  multiply  to  such  a  degree, 
that  it  is  not  possible  fer  the  binder  to  keep  pace  with  them. 

**'  The  editions  of  Psris.  are  proceeding  so  rapidly,  that  almost  sll  my  time 
.is  absorbed  in  correcting  proofiu*'— iM.  jn  73* 

"^  On  all  sides  I  am  besiegsd  fer  Bibles;  and  I  shall  feel  most  grateful  to 
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tlie  Committee  of  the  Bible  Society  if  they  will  place  at  my  diapoMi  a  cer« 
tain  number  of  copies  of  different  editicma  printing  in  Fmnce. 

**'  We  bope  soon  to  be  able  to  aatiafy  tbe  a&eady  numerq|{8  dendbids 
which  are  made  on  vm  by  the  Consistoriea  of  our  churches  lor  copies  of  tfa» 
holy  aoriptores,  at  whidi  we  are  at  work.  We  derire  with  all  our  hearts  to 
hare  them  quickly  distributed;  and  as  the  greatest  number  of  fhmilies  are 
unprovided,  we  think  that  our  wishes  wUl  be  easily  satisfied. 

^^*  You  will  see  by  the  sheet  which  I  transmit,  that  we  invite  aU  the 
fiiends  of  the  religion  of  Christ  to  make  generous  and  pious  sacrifices^  to 
enable  us  to  spread  the  sacred  books  among  the  most  indigent  frmiUes  who 
would  make  a  good  use  of  them ;  and  by  the  means  of  schools  lately  efta« 
hEshed,  we  doubt  not  that  all  will  soon  make  the  study  of  the  word  of  Goo 
their  happiest  and  most  consolatory  occupation."-— jOi^  ^14eiseq. 

SrAiiar.— ^^  Even  Spanish  Kew  Testaments  have  been  solicited  from  your 
Committee :  and  they  cannot  but  cherish  a  hope  that  they  may  find  in  Uie 
result  of  the  events  which  are  now  taking  place,  an  opening  for  communicaC* 
ing  to  the  inhabitants  of  Old  and  New  Spain  that  saiared  book  which  affords^ 
equally,  instruction  for  the  life  that  now  is,  and  fbc  that  which  is  to  come." 

i6ul.lxv& 

NBTHS&T.A3nia. — **  The  Bev.  Mr.  Winkei,  at  Antwerp,  has  made  a  very 
good  use  of  the  New  Testament  of  De  Sacy,  of  which  copies  had  been  for* 
warded  to  him.  Some  penons  have  cheerfiilfy  purchased  it  at  doable  its 
▼aluob  There  were  many  opportunities  in  that  place  for  usefulness,  espe. 
dally  among  the  French  shipwrights,  whose  number  is  great;  but,  in  genesal^ 
the  Bible  was  there,  as  in  other  parts  of  that  countiy,  an  unknown  book.  A 
foreign  merchant,  who  had  settled' at  Antwerp,  had  made  fruitless  inquiries 
in  all  the  booksellers'  shops  for  a  copy ;  and  the  opposition  sgainst  the  di*. 
semination  of  the  Holy  Smptures  among  Boman  Catholics,  arises  not  met^y 
from  the  servile  followers  of  human  authority,  but,  in  a  greater  measure^  from 
the  promoters  of  infidelity,  and  tiie  enemies  of  Christianity:"  Hid.  Ajfp^f.  76^ 


ASIA. 

CsTLov. — '^  The  Cingalese  Scriptures  are  become  so  very  scarce,  thai  to 
the  bulk  of  the  native  Christians  (amounting  to  about  S00,000)  they  may 
be  m^  to  be  in  fiut  unknown."— j^^enlA  Ueport :  AppmikXy  No.  vxx. 

*'  In  several  parta  of  the  iaiand,  the  Scriptures,  both  in  the  Tamul  and 
Cingalese  dialects,  have  been  sought  for  with  great  avidity :  copies  of  the 
latter  have  been  eagerly  received  by  the  intelligent  among  the  CiBgalese» 
and  even  by  several  of  tiie  Bhuddist  priesthood,  who  have  of  late,  in  some 
places,  been  roused  to  an  uncommon  degree  of  inquiry  on  the  sul^jeet  of  the 
^  Christian  scriptures.  This  disposition  has  been  greatiy  confirmed  by  the 
examples  of  certain  natives  of  high  rank  and  superior  information,  adio, 
under  the  influence  of  divine  grace,  have  been  brought,  chiefly  through 
reading  the  Scriptures,  to  renounce  their  iddatry,  and  make  a  public  pro- 
fession of  the  Christian  futb.  Theinfluenceoftheseevents  has  been  widely 
propagated;  and  not  only  the  superstitious  Bhuddists,  but  the  haughty  Ma- 
homedans,  have  begun  to  manifest  an  indinaiion  to  receive  instruction  them- 
selves, and  to  permit  their  children  to  partake  of  tbe  benefit  of  an  improved 
education."— J^kHmmM  Beporty  p.  69. 

Java^— ^^  Of  the  Arabic  Bibles  and  Testaments  sent  to  Java,  a  very  const* 
derabk  number  halve  been  lolds  some  of  the  Azsbiaa  meadiants  and  sheiks 
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Ambajna,  ftc^-gratilude  fiir  the  Scriptutes. 

are  dMcribed  as  nttixig  in  company  whole  nights  togetfaer,  leading  *hm 
with  the  greatest  ei^gerness  and  attention. 

^t>ne  meidiant  actually  delayed  his  departure  finon  BataTia  far  many 
daysy  in  order  to  read  a  Bible,  which  he  had  received  from  Mr.  Supper,  witk 
timnqntllity  and  reflectum.  He  promised  to  recommend  it  to  his  coantry-* 
■nn,  and  implored  a  thousand  blesiings  on  the  Bible.**— 7Vw(^*  Ae/.  p.  44. 

AmoTir A,  Ac.— ^  The  want  of  the  Scriptures  at  Amboyna  may  be  pain« 
Mly  inferred,  from  the  ftct  of  a  Maby  Bible  having,  in  November  I8I(h 
feddied,  s(t  a  pubUc  sale,  Ibrty-siz  Spanish  ddlais,  upwards  of  10/.  sterling." 

FmarieeiUk  Reporty  p,  44i 

^  The  Rev.  Joseph  Kam,  minister  of  the  Dutch  Church  at  Amboyna, 
states  the  urgent  need^of  a  large  supply  of  the  holy  scriptures  for  upwards 
of  20,000  native  Christians,  '  among  whom  the  precious  Word  of  God  is  very 
scarcel*  He  adds,  that  he  writes  *  with  a  broken  heart,*  from  his  inability  to 
fUmish  a  single  copy  of  the  holy  scriptures,  so  much  wanted  by  his  *  dear 
people.*  *!-^/6<dl  Appendix^   A'o.  v. 

^  The  Conunittee  of  the  Calcutta  Auziliaiy  Bible  Society  having  placed 
aOOO  Malty  Testamento  at  the  disposal  of  W.  B.  Martin,  Esq.,  for  the  sup- 
ply of  the  native  Christians  of  Amboyna,  the  following  is  his  statement 
rdative  to  the  distribution.*-It  had  been  his  intention  to  limit  the  distri- 
bution to  persons  selected  for  their  respectability,  and  presumed  desire  to 
profit  by  the  gift ;  and  his  lists  were  made  out  accordingly :  '  But,*  says  Mr. 
Martin,  ^  this  intention  I  was  afterwards  compelled  to  relinquish ;  as  I 
fimnd  it  impossible  to  confine  the  distribution  within  the  narrow  limits  which 
a  rigorous  adherence  to  it  wonld  have  prescribed:  for  so  great  was  the 
eagerness  pervading  the  community,  to  re^i  the  benefit  of  a  Ubendity 
which  they  had  not  before  experienced,  and  of  which  they  would  not  expect 
soon  to  witness  the  recurrence,  that,  on  the  day  i^potnted  for  the  distri^ 
button,  instead  of  the  comparatively  small  and  select  number  of  individuals 
designated  by  the  lists,  the  diurch  was  crowded  by  a  multitude  of  people  of 
both  sexes,  and  of  all  ages,  imploring,  with  an  earnestness  of  supplication 
which  could  not  be  resisted,  the  unreserved  communication  to  them  all,  of 
an  advantage  which  all  appreciated,  and  all  had  been  prepared,  and  were 
qualified  to  ex\joy.*** — Ff/teenik  Report^  p.  Ixxiv. 

^  The  Bev.  Joseph  Kam,  referred  to  in  one  of  the  preceding  extracts,  thus 
writes  under  date  or  the  1 4th  of  January,  1819:—  ^ 

^  ^  Besides  the  Negeries  in  the  Celebes,  I  found,  on  my  journey  to  the 
Sanguir  Islands,  upwards  of  10,000  native  Christians,  among  whom  I  did 
not  meet  with  more  than  two  complete  copies  of  the  Bible,  and  a  fow  New 
Testaments. 

*^  *  When  I  lately  arrived  at  a  laige  Negery  (or  village),  the  name  of  which 
is  fJiebdif  north-west  from  Amboyna,  upwuds  of  600  persons,  in  order  to 
convince  me  of  the  reality  of  their  fidth  in  the  only  true  and  living  CkiiH 
brought  all  their  idols  before  me,  and  acknowledged  their  foolishness.  £ 
advised  them  to  pack  them  all  up  in  a  laige  box  (into  which  they^  formerly 
used  to  be  put  for  thdr  nigfat*s  rest),  and  to  put  a  heavy  load  of  stones  upon 
them,  and  to  drown  them  all  in  the  depth  of  the  sea,  in  my  presence.  Tliey 
all  agreed  to  follow  my  advice ;  a  boat  was  made  ready  fiir  the  purpose ;  and 
with  a  great  shout,  they  were  carried  out  of  the  Negery,  and  hiunched  into 
the  bosom  of  the  deep.  After  this  business  was  over,  we  sang  the  four  flryt 
venes  of  the  136th  Psalm. 

**'  This  is  the  fruit  ofpreaching  the  gospel  of  Cnirr,  and  of  the  laboifta  of 
your  society.'  '*— ^MriM/A  Rtptri  .*  jtppmuUx,  p.  190-7. 
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Indiii     Gimteftd  xvception  of  Bibles  by  the  N&tives,  and  by  Boman  CathoUca. 

I  Swaaatvi-^'^  In  P«taan^,  Mr.  Milne  eadmatea  the  number  of  Chineae  aeu 
tiers  at  8000  ;  and  he  observes,  that  in  the  course  of  his  distribution,  hedidt 
not  jneet  with  one  who  did  not  thankMly  receive  a  New  Testament  firam  hia 
hands.**— 'IWytMiiM  Report^  p.  Ixxiv.  « 

MalacCa.-^^'  Mr.  Milne  has  fimnd  many  openings  for  putting  the  CSilneae 
Scripturea  into  circulation.    By  the  communication  which  it  mAwt^T^  with 

•  thosfe  phces  in  tlie  archipelago  where  the  Chinese  reside ;  with  varioaspaxti 
of  Cochin-China  and  Siam,  where  multitudes  of  Chinese  aiQ  settled  i  aai 
even  with  thrte  provinces  of  China  itself;  opportunities  occur,  of  which 
Mr.  Milne  has  diligently  availed  himaeU;  and  by  a  due  use  of*  which,  cnttcii 
good,  it  is  iioped,  may  hereafter  be  accomplished.**— /iNdl.  p>  7^*  ^ 

Ijtdia.-"^'  There  is  no  part  of  the  world  which  offers  a  wider  scope  for  thl9 
operations  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  than  Hindostan.  The 
Christians  dispersed  over  that  vast  country,  including  Ceylon,  are  calculated 
at  nearly  a  million,  using  various  dialects ;  and  few  among  this  number  have 
had  the  happiness  to  possess  the  sacred  scriptures.  Many  of  the  descendants 
of  the  ancient  Chrisdans,  it  may  be  confidently  afi&nned,  have,  from  the 
want  of  these  precious  records,  relapsed  into  idolatry  and  superstition ;  and 
many  who  now  profess  Christianity  are,  finm  the  same  deprivation,  Chris* 
tiaaa  merely  in  name*    < 

*"*•  The  J^ndoos  and  Mabomedans  sutyect  to  the  British  authmty  may  be 
estimated  at  seventy  millions ;  of  the  remainder,  no  calculation  can  be  madeb 
Theee  observations  cannot  but  suggest  the  most  forcible  motives  for  the 
exertions  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,'  both  for  supplying  the 
wants  of  the  Christians  of  India,  and  for  displaying  the  records  of  divine 
truth  to  the  natives  who  are  ignorant  of  iV*-^Eighih  Riport^  p*  XOe^geq.    • 

^  Sendappen,  a  schoolmaster,  in  his  address  for  a  New  Testampit,  say»^ 

*  Beverend  Father,  have  mercy  upon  me.  I  am,  amongst  so  many  craving 
be^ars  for  the  holy  scriptures,  the  chief  craving  beggar.  The  boiin^ 
of  the  bestowers  of  this  treasure  is  so  great,  I  undierstand,  that  even  thia 
book  is  read  in  xio&onarkets  and  salt-maikets.'  *' 

NinVi  lUpori:  JfitpendiSy  fk  93* 
**  As  to  the  disposition  of  the  natives  themselves  of  the  best  caste  towards 
the  Bible,  take  the  following  among  many  other  no  less  striking  evidences. 
▲  Kayi^  of  Travancore,  even  reproached  one  of  our  ^illah  judges  on  the 
coast,  for  nM.  giving  them  our  Scriptures.  The  judge  had  been  reading  to 
him  some  passages  from  the  Malayalim  Gospel ;  when,  on  his  stopping,  the 
meo,  fW  of  admiration  of  its  divine  sentiments,  rather  abruptly  addressed 
him,  ^  What,  sir,  and  are  these  indeed  yoiur  shasters  ?  Why,  why  have  you 
not  given  them  to  us  ?  We  have  not  kept  back  ours  &om  you ;  why  have 
not  you  given  us  yours  ?*  I  could  give  you  affecting  instances .  of  lively 
gratitude  with  which  many  have  received  the  Tamul  Scriptures,  and  ,the 
veneration  they  have  expressed  by  word  and  action.'*— Ltf/ter  from  ike  Atv.' 
At  n^mmm,  MadraM.'-'ilwenth  Report :    JppetuUx,  p.  36. 

^  At  Nag-poora,  the  capital-  of  the  Mahratta  dominions,  a  gentleman, 
fiiendty  to  the  Scriptures,  gave  a  copy  of  the  Ne>r  Testament  to  a  Brahndn, 
a  man  of  high  estimation.  He  received  and  read  it »  but  discovered  no  pe«r 
culiar  regard  to  the  Gospel,  till  about  a  fortnight  before  his  death,  when  he 
openly  declared,  that  he  gave  up  all  hope  in  his  own  religion,  and  trusted  osdy * 
in  the  Lemn  Jssns  Chbist,  who  gave  his  lifia  a  ransom  fin*  sinneys.  Hsi> 
utooished  fiunily  expostulated  with  hiin^  and  eTcneoanifiMted  ] 

F  • 
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are  described  as  attixig  in  company  whole  nights  together,  leading  ' 
with  the  greatest  eagerness  and  attention* 

^thie  meidiant  actually  delayed  his  departure  finon  BataT&a  for  many 
days,  in  order  to  read  a  Bible,  which  he  had  recaved  from  Mr.  Supper,  wilk 
tian^ptilHty  and  reflection.  He  promised  to  recommend  it  to  his  country^* 
■nn,  and  impliired  a  thousand  blessings  on  the  Bible.**— 7Vw(^A  JKe/.  p.  44. 

Ambotva,  ice — ^  The  want  of  the  Scriptores  at  Amboyna  may  be  pun. 
ftdly  inferred,  from  the  ftct  of  a  Malay  Bible  having,  in  November  1816; 
fttehed,  s(t  a  public  sale,  Ibrty-six  Spanish  dollars,  upwards  of  101.  sterling.** 

Fmrietnik  Report^  p.  44^ 

^  The  Rev.  Joseph  Kam,  minister  of  the  i)utch  Church  at  Amboyna, 
states  the  ui^ent  neednof  a  large  supply  of  the  holy  scriptures  for  upwards 
of  S0,000  native  Christians, '  among  whom  the  precious  Word  of  God  is  vezy 
scarce.*  He  adds,  that  he  writes  *  with  a  broken  heart,*  from  his  inability  to 
fUmish  a  single  copy  of  the  holy  scriptures,  so  much  wanted  by  his  ^  dear 
people/  "— /6irf.  jfppeMtUrj   A'©,  v. 

^  The  Committee  of  the  Calcutta  Auxiliary  Bible  Society  having  pkoecf 
aOOO  Mal^y  TesUmmite  at  the  disposal  of  W.  B.  Martin,  Esq.,  for  the  sup- 
ply of  the  native  Christians  of  Amboyna,  the  following  b  his  statement 
relative  to  the  distribution.— It  had  been  bis  intention  to  limit  the  distri« 
bution  to  persons  selected  for  their  respectability,  and  presumed  desire  to 
profit  by  the  gift ;  and  his  lists  were  made  out  aooordingly :  *  But,*  says  Mr. 
Martin,  *  this  intention  I  was  afterwards  compelled  to  relinquish ;  as  I 
fimnd  it  impossible  to  confine  the  distribution  within  the  narrow  limits  which 
a  rigorous  adherence  to  it  would  have  prescribed:  for  so  great  was  the 
eagerness  pervading  the  community,  to  rei^  the  benefit  of  a  liberality 
which  they  had  not  before  experienced,  and  of  which  they  would  not  expect 
soon  to  witnen  the  recurrence,  that,  on  the  day  i^pointed  for  the  distrii 
bution,  instead  of  the  comparatively  small  and  select  number  of  individuals 
designated  by  the  lists,  the  church  was  crowded  by  a  multitude  of  people  of 
both  sexes,  and  of  all  ages,  imploring,  with  an  earnestness  of  supplication 
which  could  not  be  resisted,  the  unreserved  communication  to  them  all,  of 
an  advantage  which  all  appreciated,  and  all  had  been  prepared,  and  were 
qualifiied  to  ei\joy.*'* — BfUenik  ReporU  />•  Ixxiv. 

*'  The  Bev.  Joseph  Kam,  referred  to  in  one  of  the  preceding  extracts,  tlius 
writes  under  date  oi  the  1 4th  of  January,  1819: —  r 

^^  ^  Besides  the  Nc^eries  in  the  Celebes,  I  found,  on  my  journey  to  the 
Sanguir  Islands,  upwards  of  10,000  native  Christians,  among  whom  I  did 
not  meet  with  more  than  two  complete  copies  of  the  Bible,  and  a  few  New 
Testaments. 

**  *  When  I  lately  arrived  at  a  laige  Negery  (or  village),  the  name  of  which 
is  iMeUii  north-west  from  Amboyna,  upwards  of  800  persons,  in  order  to 
convince  me  of  the  reality  of  their  fidth  in  the  only  true  and  living  GoDy 
brought  all  their  idols  before  me,  and  acknowledged  their  foolishness.  I 
advised  them  to  pack  them  all  up  in  a  large  box  (into  which  they  formerly 
used  to  be  put  for  their  night's  rest),  and  to  put  a  heavy  load  of  stones  upon 
them,  and  to  drown  them  all  in  the  depth  of  the  sea,  in  my  presence.  They 
all  agreed  to  follow  my  advice ;  a  boat  was  made  ready  for  Uie  purpose ;  ana 
with  a  great  shout,  they  were  carried  out  of  the  Negery,  and  launched  into 
the  bosom  of  the  deep.  After  this  business  was  over,  we  sang  the  four  flryt 
verses  of  the  136th  Psalm. 

^'  This  is  the  fruit  ofpreaching  the  gospel  dFCHiiirr,«iia  of  the  laboifts  of 
yonrsodety.'  **— iSixHsmfAJti^Mn.-  Ap/fmUx,  ^  I9^7. 
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IntfiM     Gmteftil  ittkeptioii  of  Bibles  by  the  Natives,  and  by  Hoaum  Catholica. 

I  Fm'amv;— ''  In  F<bttig,  MV.  Milhe  erthnates  the  number  of  Chineie  aeu 
Uen  at  8000 ;  and  be  obsezYes,  that  in  the  course  of  his  diitribution^  hedi^l 
not  meet  with  one  who  did  not  thankfilUy  receiye  a  New  Testament  finim  hia 

Malacca—-'*  Mr.  Milne  has  found  many  openings  for  putting  the  CSiineM 
Scriptures  into  drculation.  By  the  communication  wUch  it  **"^t^*"ff  witb 
•  thosfe  places  in  tlie  aichipebigo  where  the  Chinese  rsride ;  with  yarioospaxti 
of  Cochin-China  and  Siam,  where  multitudes  of  Chinese  av%  settlodt  aai 
svea  with  thrte  provinces  of  China  itself;  opportunities  occur,  of  which 
Mr.  Milne  has  diligently  availed  himself^  and  by  a  due  use  of-  whish,  cnttcii 
good,  it  is  boped,  may  hereafter  be  accomplished.'*— -iiftMil  p,  74-5. 

IxniA. — ^^  There  is  no  part  of  the  world  which  offers  a  wider  scope  for  tht 
operations  of  the  British  and  Fordgn  Bible  Society  than  Hindostan^  The 
Christians  dispersed  over  that  vast  country,  including  Ceylon,  are  ralculated 
at  nearly  a  million,  using  various  dialects ;  and  fSew  among  this  number  hxvm 
had  the  happiness  to  possess  the  sacred  scriptures.  Many  of  the  detcendanti 
of  the  ancient  Christians,  it  may  be  confidently  affirmed,  have,  from  the 
want  of  these  precious  records,  relapsed  into  idolatiy  and  supeistition ;  and 
many  who  now  profess  Christianity  are,  from  the  same  deprivation,  Chris* 
tians  merely  in  name.    • 

*'  The  £Undoo8  and  Mahomedans  sulyect  to  the  British  ftutiUNity  mi^  be 
estimated  at  seventy  millions ;  of  the  remainder,  no  calculation  can  be  oMdek 
Theae  observations  cannot  but  suggest  the  most  forcible  motives  finr  the 
exertions  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,-  both  for  supplyinff  the 
wants  of  the  Christians  of  India,  and  for  displaying  the  records  of  divine 
truth  to  the  natives  who  are  ignorant  of  iU*'^£igkih  lUport^  p.  10  e^seq. 

*^  Sandappen,  a  schoolmaster,  in  his  address  fiir  a  New  Testam^t,  say»— 
^  Beverend  Father,  have  mercy  upon  me.  I  am,  amongst  so  many  craving 
be^pn  for  the  holy  scriptures,  the  chief  craving  b^ar.  The  bounty 
of  the  bestoweis  of  this  treasure  is  so  great,  I  understand^  that  even  thia 
book  is  read  in  rice-markets  and  salt-manets.'  *' 

NhUh  Rtporit  JjtpemOiSy  fk  93» 
**  As  to  the  dispontion  of  the  natives  themselves  of  the  best  caste  towards 
the  Bible,  take  the  following  among  many  other  no  less  striking  evidences. 
A  NayiV  of  Travancore,  even  reproached  one  of  our  ^illah  juilges  on  the 
coast,  for  n6t  giving  them  our  Scriptures.  The  judge  had  been  reading  to 
him  some  passages  from  the  Malayalim  Gospel ;  when,  on  h|s  stopping,  the 
nan,  fUU'  of  admiration  of  its  divine  sentiments,  rather  abruptly  addressed 
him,  ^  What,  sir,  and  are  these  indeed  your  shasters  ?  Why,  why  have  yoii 
not  ^ven  them  to  us  ?  We  have  not  kept  back  ours  &om  you ;  why  have 
not  you  given  us  yours  ?'  I  could  give  you  affecting  instances .  of  lively 
gratitude  with  which  many  have  received  the  Tamul  Scriptures,  and  ,the 
veneratioa  they  have  expressed  by  word  and  action.**^  Letter  from  the  Anr." 
M>  Tk0m$9m,  Mainu-^ElenetUh  Report  s    Appendix^  p.  26. 

"  At  Nag-poora,  the  capital-  of  the  Mahratta  dominions,  a  gentleman^ 
fiiendfy  to  the  Scriptures,  gave  a  copy  of  the  New^  Testament  to  «  Bnhndn, 
a  man  o£  high  estimation.  He  received  and  read  it  i  but  discovered  no  pe*' 
Guliar  r^ard  to  the  Gospel,  till  about  a  fortnight  befcnre  his  death,  when  h» 
openly  declared,  that  he  gave  up  all  hope  in  his  own  religion,  and  trusted  oedy* 
in  the  Lpmn  Jssus  Chbist,  who  gave  his  lifb  a  maom  for  sumeRS.  Hii* 
astonished  fiunily  expostulated  with  hi|n«  and  even  eoaniftated  \ 

r 
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Georgia,  Annenia.— S/zia,  Palestine,  ^ 


The  Committee  of  the  Russian  fiible  Society,  with  equal 
cordiality  and  promptitude,  undertook  the  publication  of 
'5000  copies  of  this  version,  which  has  found  '^a  grateful 
acceptance,  and  a  wide  circidation,  in  Persia.** 

**  The  eagerness,*'  observes  Br.  Paterson,  "  with  which  the  Peniana 
Meive,  and  the  attention  with  which  they  read  the  New  Testament, 
«frceedB  all  expectation.  The  excellent  Martyn,  though  dead.  Is  now 
Iffeaehing  the  Gospel  to  this  numerous  people.  We  cannot  supply  then 
Ihst  enough.  In  three  days  I  sent  off  one  thoussnd  copies  to  Astraclisn.** 
SeveniemUh  RtjMti  9/tk$  Ckureh  MuUmarff  Smtt^^  j».  477« 

Geoeoia,  Abmskia,  &c^In  the  year  1814,  it  appears  by  the  ib- 
'finrmation  of  the  Georgian  archbishop,  Doaitheos,  ^  that  the  number  of 
'■CMstiaas  bdonnng  to  the  Grsco-Gearvisn  Church  exceeded  a  mfllimi ; 
that  in  Georgia  Proper  there  vere  nesify  900  churches;  and  in  Imeietla 
and  Miagrel&,  1 100 ;  and  that  among  these  2000  churches,  not  SOO  Bibles 
were  to  1^  found.  In  £ftct,  but  one  ^tion  of  the  Georgian  Bible  had  been 
printed,  and  that  a  folio.  The  Clergy  were^  for  the  most  part,  d^lorably 
Ignorant.  Religion  was  more  cultivated  by  the  females  than  by  the  malei% 
or  even  by  the  priests."     OwetCs  HUiory,  Foi.  111.  jb.  43- 

*^  The  Bible  in  the  Armenian  language  is  much  wanted,  not  only  fer  the 
Armenian  Christians  in  the  south  of  Russia,  but  also  fer  those  who  Irrfe 
beyond  the  confines  of  the  emfnie.  Copies  cf  the  Scriptures  in  this  impol^ 
tant  language  have  become  so  scarce,  that  it  has  been  impossible  for  tb^ 
society  to  procure  one  at  any  price.** — IHd,  FoU  IL  p>  434* 

Syria,  Palestine,  &c. — ^The  Rev.  Henrv  Lindsay,  Chap- 
lain to  the  British  Embassy  at  Constantinople,  thus  addresses 
the  Committee  in  January,  1815  :*- 

*'  Some  Greek  priests  of  Syria,  by  desire  of  the  Patriarch  of  Jerusalem, 
lirho  is  at  present  at  Constantinople,  called  upon  me  yesterday,  with  a  view 
to  procure  some  copies  of  the  Arabic  Bible,  printed  by  the  society,  in  corise- 
quence  of  his  having  seen  the  copy  I  presented  to  the  Patriarch  of  Cen- 
stantinople,  and  the  short  sketch  of  the  society's  proceedings  which  I  got 
translated.  I  regret,  however,  I  had  none  left  in  my  possession.  The 
priests  informed  me,  that  such  is  the  want  of  the  Bible  in  Arabic,  through- 
out  Syria,  that  only  a  few  old  copies  are  to  be  found,  and  these  sddonl 
entire ;  they  therefore  begged  me  to  request  from  the  society  a  speedy 
8Upply.'**^^/A'«]i/A  Report :  Jppendixy  No*  LXxii. 

This  statement  is  confirmed  by  C.  J.  Rich,  Esq.  the  Eaat^ 
India  Company's  Resident  at  Bagdad,  who,  after  enufnerating 
the  yarious  denominations  of  professing  Christians  in  these 
extensive  regions,  observes  :— 

^'  Of  all  these  Christians,  the  Armenians  are  the  only  ones  who  have 
copies  of  the  Bible  among  them,  and  those  are  by  fiu*  too  few  to  be  pro. 
ductive  of  general  good :  this  is  the  more  to  be  regretted,  as  even  the 
poorest  classes  are  fond  of  reading  the  Scriptures.  The  Bibles  in  Syriac 
and  Chaldee  are  to  1^  found  only  in  manuscript  in  the  churches;  and 
indeed  they  would  be  of  but  small  comparative  use  to  the  natives,  the  eatni 
m(Ai  language  of  the  greater  part  of  which  is  Arabic    In  the  church  of  the 
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Depodtorj  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  formed  at  JCenisalem. 

fMholic  Chaldean  Fatriatch  of  DUrbekir,  I  heard  a  lesson  read  from  the 
Oospels  in  Tmldah,  from  a  translation  bj  a  native  of  Kericouk,  which,  to 
the  best  of  my  knowledge,  exists  onlj  in  this  manuscript.  Bj  &r  the 
greatest  part,  therefore,  of  the  Oriental  Christians  are  whc^y  without  anj 
(opies  of  the  Scriptures ;  with  which  they  have  no  other  acquaintance  than 
what  they  acquire  through  the  medium  of  their  priests  (who  are  too  often 
lamentably  ignorant),  or  from  the  detached  portions  which  they  hear  in  th^ 
ahiunchesy  .and  which  they  are  not  ollen  capable  of  understandiog.  It  is, 
therefore,  of  the  utmost  importance  to  supply  them  with  copies  of  tfaa 
BU>le  in  the  languages  with  wiiich  they  9Xt  most  ^miliar.*' 

Twelfth  R^ori  i  Appmdhcy  No.  XLViX; 

One  of  the  latest  Christian  travellers  in  this  most  interest* 
^9,  region,  is  the  Rev.  James  Connor  (employed  l>y  the 
Church  Missionary  Society);  from  whose  communications^ 
dated  in  March  and  April  1820,  the  following  extracts  are 
taken: — 

^  The  archbidiop  of  Cyprus  havins  given  me  an  introductory  letter  to 
Ihncophis,  the  chief  agent  of  the  Patnarch  of  Jerusalem,  I  waited  on  hini^ 
at  the  Greek  Convent,  two  or  three  days  after  my  anivaL  He  received  me 
in  the  most  friendly  manner.  He  expressed  his  warmest  approbation  qf  ^he 
plan  and  objects  fiS  the  Bible  JSociety ;  and  acceded  immediately  to  my  pro- 
posal, of  leaving  a  considerable  portion  of  the  Scriptures,  which  I  ^ 
brought  with  me,  in  his  hands,  for  sale  or  distribution  among  the  pilgrims 
isid  others." 

By  a  subsequent  arrangement  with  this  valuable  agent,  a 
Depository  for  the  sale  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  in  different 
languages,  during  the  Passover,  has  been  established  in  tbift 
great  square  which  fronts  the  Church  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre 
at  JenisaleuL  On  this  spot  the  pilgrims — amounting  to  be- 
tween 3  and  4000 — ^frequently  assemble;  and  they  will,  bjr 
dds  important  measure,  be  enabled  in  future  to  purchase^ 
at  the  very  gates  of  the  Sepulchre,  **  the  place  where  the  Lord 
lajf,"  and  to  carry  home  to  their  families  and  friends,  those 
Scriptures  which  will  tend  progressively  to  inspire  a  purer 
and  more  exalted  spirit  of  devotion.  Thus  we  behold  in  our 
4ay  the  fulfilment  of  the  prophetic  declaration,  "  The  Law 
shall  go  forth  of  Zion,  ana  the  Word  of  the  Lord  from  Jesr 
gMsalmT 

^  The  patrisxdi  of  Damascus  received  me,**  observes  Mr.  Connor,  ^^% 
the  nnst  friendly  manner.  The  system  and  operations  of  the  Bible  Society 
.delighted  him.  He  will  encourage  and  promote,  to  the  utmost  of  his  power, 
the  ode  and  distribution  of  the  Scriptures  throu^out  the  patriarchate,  its 
a  proof  of  his  earnestness  in  this  cause,  the  next  day  he  ordered  a  number 
of  letters  to  be  prepared  and  despatched  to  his  archbishops  and  bishops, 
urging  them  to  promote  the  objects  of  the  Bible  Society  in  their  respective 
jrtations.  As  soon  as  the  Scriptures  arrive  in  Damascus,  the  patriandi.will 
make  it  knovm  to  the  people,  by  ordering  it  to  be  announced  to  them  in  the 
•different  churches. — I  have  conversed  with  many  of  the  Catholic  eoole- 
sustifli.oa  the  BiUe  Society,  and  its  labours  of  ChrisUan  charity^  sad  i 
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Pi^aent  flUte  of  the  Seren  Chorcbefl  in  AsUu 
I 
have  I  heard  one  rmce  lifted  up  against  it :  all  that  thej  require  is,  ^baX 
the  edition  he  conformahle  to  the  authorised  text    This  text  (I  have  s». 
▼end  times  made  the  inquiry)  is  vvirxasALLT  iirTsx.i.ioiBLB.    All  cm 
undentand  it.**  * 

This,  enterprising  Christian  traveller  thus  concludes  his 
observations : — 

*^  From  this  sketch  of  my  proceedings  in  Syria,  you  will  have  seen  that 
the  ''h^tinAla  are  now  opened  for  the  introduction  of  the  Scriptures  into 
those  parts,  and  for  their  genend  circulation.— By  means  of  our  friends  in 
Jerusdem,  Jaflb,  Acre,  Saide,  Beirout,  Damascus,  Tripoli,  Latichea, 
BcanderooD,  and  Aleppo,  they  will  he  offered  for  sale  in  every  part  of  the 
countzy.— I  have  prepared  the  minds  of  very  many  for  the  operations  of  the> 
Bible  Society  in  these  parts;  and  I  think  I  may  say  with  truth,  that  these 
eperations  will  be  hailed  with  gratitude.**— AfiMismiry  Kegitierfir  Sepi,  1 880i 

The  following  communication,  which  has  long  been  out 
of  print,  is  too  important  to  be  omitted : — 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Rev.  H.  Lindsay,  Chaplam  to  the  Em- 
hassy  at  Constantinopie,  relative  to  the  present  State  of  the  sbvbv 
CHUHCHSS  IK  ASiA^  mentioned  in  Rev.  ii.  and  iii. 

^  OmtUmHmple^Jmn,  10, 1816- 
^  When  I  last  wrote  to  you,  I  was  on  the  point  of  setting  out  on  a  short 
excursion  into  Asia  Minor.  Travelling  hastily,  as  I  was  constrained  to  da 
lirom  the  circumstances  of  my  situation,  the  information  I  could  procure 
was  necessarily  superficial  and  unsatisfiustoiy  t  as,  however,  I  distributed  the 
Ifew  books  of  tiie  sodefy  which  I  was  able  to  cany  with  me,  I  think  it  ne^ 
oessazy  to  give  some  account  of  the  course  I  took.  The  regular  intercourse 
ef  En^and  with  Smyrna,  will  enable  you  to  mocure  as  accurate  intelligence 
of  its  present  state  as  any  I  can  pretend  to  offer. 

*  *^  From  the  conversations  I  had  with  the  Oreek  bishop  and  his  clergy,  as 
wdl  as  various  well-infixrmed  individuals,  I  am  led  to  suppose,  that,  if  the 
population  of  Smyrna,  be  estimated  at  140,000  inhabitants,  there  are  firom 
.15  to  90,000  Greeks,  6000  Armenians,  6000  Catholics,  140  Protestants,  an^ 
11,000  Jews. 

^  After  Smyrna,  the  first  place  I  vinted  was  Ephesus,  or  rather  (as  the 
Mte  is  not  quite  the  same)  Aiawalirk,  which  consists  of  about  fifteen  poor 
cotti^es.  I  fimnd  there  but  three  CSiristians,  two  brothets  who  keep  a  smaM 
shop,  and  a  gardener.  They  are  all  three  Greeks,  and  their  igiunance  ip 
lamentable  indeed.  In  that  place,  which  was  blessed  so  long  with  an  Apo^ 
stle*8  labours  and  those  of  hu  seidous  assistants,  sre  Christians  who  have 
not  so  much  as  heard  of  that  apostle,  or  seem  only  to  recognise  the  name 
of  Paul  as  one  in  the  calendar  of  their  saints.    OnedPthem  I  ^mndaUeto 

*  The  edition  of  the  Arabic  Scriptures  to  which  Mr.  Connor  aQudes,  as 
under  preparation  by  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  ii  precisely  that 
which  he  states  as  exdurively  acceptable  among  the  Christians  of  Syria.  It 
is  a  reprint  of  the  Propaganda  edition ;  on  the  correction  of  which,  Profisssor 
Macbride,  of  Oxford,  and  Professor  Lee,  of  Cambridge,  are  bestowing  tm. 
wearied  attention.  The  New  Testament  is  just  completed.  On  the  commu. 
nication  to  the  Committee  of  the  despatches  from  Mr.  Connor,  they  d!. 
xected  1000  Copies  of  the  New  Testament  to  be  forwarded  without  delaj 
to  the  Meditenaaean)  and  these  will  be  followed  by  ample  suppUea. 
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iMd  a  iHUe,  vid  kft  with  him  the  New  Testament  in  ancient  and  modent 
Greek,  which  he  exporetted  a  atrong  desire  to  read ;  and  promised  me  h« 
would  not  oqIj  studj  it  himself^  but  lend  it  to  his  friends  in  the  neighs 
bouiing  ▼iUi^gea  My  next  object  was  to  see  I^aodioea :  in  the  road  to  thi% 
is  Gusel-hiser,  a  laige  town,  with  one  chfuneh,  and  about  700  Christians 

*^  In  convening  with  the  priests  hera,  I  fimnd  then  so  little  acquainted 
with  the  Bible,  or  even  the  New  Testament,  in  an  entire  fimn,  tlMit  they 
had  no  distinct  knowledge  of  the  books  it  contained,  beyond  tiie  Four 
Gospels  ;  but  mentioped  them  indiscriminately,  with  various  idle  kgendt 
and  Uvea  of  saints. 

**  I  have  sent  thither  three  copies  oi  the  modem  Greek  Testament  duet 
my  return.  About  three  miles  from  Tandiiya  ii  Dodjdi,  which  has  been 
styled,  but  I  am  inclined  to  think  erroneously,  the  ancient  Colosse  s  it  is  fr 
oonaidierable'  town,  with  about  400  Christians,  Greeks,  and  Armeniana,  each 
Vwhom  has  a  church. .  I  regret,  however,  to  say,  that  heie  sJsp  the  most 
extravagant  tales  of  miracles,  and  &buloi|s  accounts  of  angeb,  saints,  and 
lelics,  had  so  usurped  the  place  of  the  Scriptures,  as  to  ven^  ii  very  diflU 
cult  to  sepaimte,  in  their  minds,  divine  truths  from  human  invenUona.  I- 
felt,  that  here  that  unhappy  time  was  come,  when  men  should  ^  txorn  awa^ 
their  ears  from  the  truth,  and  be  turned  unto&blea.* 

^*  I  had  with  me  some  copies  of  the  Gospels  in  ancient  Greek,  which  I 
distributed  here,  as  in  some  other  places  through  which  I  had  pasBrdj 
Sski-hisar,  dose  to  which  am  the  remains  of  ancient  ^^»^^rff\^  containa 
about  B£ty  poor  inhabitants ;  in  which  number  are  but  pwo  Christiape,  wh* 
live»  togpther  in  asmall  mill:  unhappily,  neither  could  vead  at  all  2  the  copy,* 
fthercfore,  of  the  New  Testament  which  1  intended  Hk  this  Church,  I  left 
jrith  that  of  Denizli,  the  oC&pring  and  poor  temau^s  ^  Laodicea  and  Co* 
loase :  the  prayers  of  the  mosque  are  the  only  prayers  which  are  l^eard  Qeas 
the  ruins  it  fisodirff,  on  widch  the  threat  seems  to  have  been  fully  exe* 
cuted,  in  its  utter  rejection  as  a  Church. 

^  I  left  it  for  Philadelphia,  now  Alah-^behr.  It  wm  gntifying  to  ^d  at 
last  some  surviving  fruits  of  early  jeeal :  add  here,  at  UMt,  whatever  may 
be  lost  of  the  tpuii  of  Christianity,  there  is  still  the  firm  of  a  Christiaii 
Church  ;*-this  has  been  kept  from  the  hour  of  temptation,  which  came'  upon 
all  the  Christian  world.  There  are  here  about  lOOU  Christians,  chiefly 
Gre^s,  who,  fin:  the  most  part,  speak  only  Turkishi  there  are  twenty-fiv^ 
places  of  public  worship,  five  of  which  are  large,  regular  churchea :  to  these 
there  Is  a  resident  bishop,  with  twenty  inferior  deigy.  A  copy  of  the  mo^ 
dem  Greek  Testament  was  received  by  the  bishop  with  great  thankf^ilneaai 
I  quitted  Alah-ehdur,  deeply  disappointed  at  the  statement  I  received  thei^ 
ff  the  Church  of  Sardis.  I  trusted  that,  in  its  utmost  trials,  it  would  not 
have  been  sufPerad  to  perish  utterly ;  and  I  heard  with  surprise,  that  not  a 
vesdgeof  it  remained*— With  what  sat|idhrtian,  the^,  did  I  find,  on  the  plaina 
eC  Sard«»  a  small  Church  establishment :  the  Ibw  Christians  who  dwell 
around  moment  Sart  were  anxious  to  aettle  there,  and  erect  a  church,  ae 
they  were  in  the  habit  of  meeting  at  eadi  other*s  houses,  fqr  the  exercise  of 
lel^on :  from  this  design  they  w^  prohibited  by  Kar  Osman  Oglu,'  the 
Tumdi  Goyernor  of  the  district  \  and,  in  consequence,  about  five  years  agO| 
they  built  a  church  upon  the  plain,  within  view  of  ancient  Sardis,  and  them 
they  maintain  a  priest.  The  place  has  gradually  risen  into  a  little  village^ 
now  caUed  Tartar.keuy  :  thither  the  few  Christians  of  Sart,  who  amount  to 
■even,  and  those  in  its  immediate  vicinity,  resort  for  public  worship,  and 
ferm  together  a  congregation  of  about  forty.  There  appears  then  still  a 
icmnant,  *  a  fisw  names  even  in  Sardis,*  which  have  been  preserved.  X 
onaot  legOLt  the  ezpresrions  of  gratitude  with  which  tiny  received  a 
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«opgr  of  tiM  New  Teflluiient,  in  a  language  with  which  they  weve  ftiAiliiar* 
flknreval  crowded  about  the  priest,  to  hear  it  on  £he  spot  $  and  I  left  then 
tfaus  engaged.  Ak-hisar,  the  ancient  Thyatira,  is  said  to  contain  about 
aO,000  inhabitants,  of  whom  3000  are  Christiana,  all  Greeks,  except  about 
800  Armenians.  There  is,  however,  but  (me  Greek  church,  and  one  Anne- 
nian.  The  superior  of  the  Greek  Churdi,  to  whom  I  presented  the  Romaic 
Testament,  esteemed  it  so  great  a  treasure,  that  he  eamesUj  pressed  me,  -If 
poasible,  to  spare  another,  that  one  might  be  secured  to  the  church,  and 
fine  from  acdd^its,  while  the  other  Wtot  round  among  the  people,  fiir 
tiieir  private  reading.  I  have  therefore,  since  mj  return  hither,  sent  hini 
Ibur  copies. 

**  The  Church  of  Peigamos,  in  respect  to  numbein,  may  be  said  to  flou* 
fish  stifl  in  Bergamo^  The  town  is  less  than  Ak-hisar,  but  the  number  of 
Christians  is  about  as  greats  the  proportion  of  Armenians  to  Gredcs  neariy 
tbe  Same,  and  each  nation  dso  has  one  church.  The  bishop  of  the  district,' 
who  occasionally  resides  there,  was  at  that  time  absent ;  and  I  experienced^ 
with  deep  iMret,  that  the  resident  clergy  were  totally  incapable  of  esti- 
mating  the  gift  I  intended  them ;  I  therefore  delivered  the  Testament  ttf 
tbe)  lay  vicar  of  the  bhdiop,  at  his  uigent  request,  he  having  assured  me 
that  the  bishop  would  highly  prize  so  valuable  an  acquisition  to  the  church  f 
he  seemed  much  pleased  that  the  benighted  state  of  his  nation  had  excited 
the  attention  of  strangers. 

^  Thus,  Sir,  1  have  left,  at  least  one  copy  of  the  unadulterated  word  o# 
Gob,  at  each  of  the  Seven  Asiatic  Churches  of  the  Apocalypse,  and  I  trast 
tltey  are  not  utterly  thrown  away :  but,  whoever  may  plant,  it  is  Gon  oiily 
who  can  give  the  increase ;  and,  from  his  goodness,  we  may  hope  they  will,  in 
due  time,  bring  forth  fruit,  *  some  thirty,  some  mxty,  and  some  a  hun* 
died  fold !'  Believe  me,  Sir,  ever  joun  most  truly, 

*' HeIOIT  LlXDaAY."    ' 

•  Siberia  V  Tartary.  — In  reference  to  these  extensive 
regions,  it  hi^  been  observed  :-— 

**  The  zeal  of  Christians  has  been  greatly  stirred  up ;  Jews  have  been 
iiwakened  to  a  concern  for  studying  the  Christian  Scriptures ;  and  Mahome- 
&kns  and  Heathens  been  brou^t  to  deare  and  peruse,  in  their  own 
tongues,  the  sacred  oracles  of  truth  and  salvation.  Among  other  circum- 
Itances  illustrative  of  this  statement,  there  is  one  fact,  which,  from  its 
striking  peculiarity,  and  the  consequences  with  which  it  seems  pregnant^ 
deserves  to  be  specially  noticed. 

*  The  tribe  of  Burjatty  inhabiting  a  distant  quarter  of  Siberia,  having 
^een  particularly  struck  with  some  sheets,  which  they  had  received,  of  the 
Gospel  of  St  Matthew,  in  the  Calmuc,  despatched  two  of  their  native  chiefi^ 
persons  of  high  fiunily,  and  very  intelligent  and  inquisitive,  to  St  Peters- 
Inixg,  in  order  to  obtain  a  translation  of  the^New  Testament  into  their 
own,  which  is  a  kindred  dialect  On  this  translation  they  are  now  occupied : 
and  such  was  the  almost  immediate  effect  of  what  they  expressively  called 

•  the  beautiful  sayings  of  Jesus,'  on  the  minds  of  these  heathen  inquirers, 
that  they  acknowledged,  when  they  afterwards  turned  to  pray  to  their  idols 
as  usual,  they  felt  an  internal  disquietude,  of  which  they  never  before  had 
been  conscious ;  and  they  requested  to  be  more  perfectly  instructed  in  the 
nature  of  the  Gospel.  '  "V^Tiat  a  striking  .example,'  exclaims  his  Excellency 
Mr.  Papoff,  '  of  the  life-giving  influence  of  the  word  of  God  on  the  hearts 
«f  the  simple ;  seeking  after  truth,  though  they  be  heathens  ! ' " 

•  '  -     '  Fmarteentk  Report^p.  Iviii.  H  Uf, 
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The  sequel  of  this  remarkable  occurrence k  thus  related:— 

**  Of  the  impression  produced  on  the  higher  orders  of  the  laitj;,  many  ho* 
norable  instances  might  be  produced.  Few,  however,  exceed  in  interest 
that  of  the  two  Buijat  nobles,  who,  having  been  effectually  converted  to  th# 
Christian  fidth  by  translating  the  Gospel  of  St  Matthew  into  the  Mongolian 
dialect,  addressed  a  letter  to  their  prince,  a  heathen,  and  residing  in  th^ 
lieart  of  Siberia ;  in  which  are,  among  others,  the  following  sentiments :—  , 

^  By  your  kind  endeavours  we  have  been  brought  near  the  feet  of  ouf 
highly  ^Lalted'  monarch  (the  £mperor),  and  reached  the  city  of  St.  Peters, 
burg,  where  shines  the.  brightness  of  the  holy  doctrine :  for  here  we  hav« 
seen  and  heard  the  most  sacred  words  of  the  Most  High  and  saving'QoD.— 
That  we  ever  should  see  and  hear  such  things, '  we  never  before  had  an  idea. 
The  word  of  God  being  so  very  dear  and  intelligible,  we  cannot  sufficiently 
admire  it;  and  we  fe«l  that  it  is  truth  which  may  be  relied  on.  This 
vehicle  of  a  reasonable  fidth,  this  pearl  of  a  devout  heart,  although  existing 
eighteen  hundred  years  upon  earth,  has  hitherto  not  yet  come  to  our  Moo* 
gola  and  Burjats.  According  to  our  humble  opinion,  our  highly  exalted  and 
gradous  sovereign  is  a  hand  of  God  ;  and  the  Society  of  the  Holy  Book  fi 
tfeligion,  called  the  Bible,  a  true  apostle  of  Jesus  Christ.  When,  by  the 
mee  ,of  God,  our  people,  as  well  as  every  individual  who  speaks  the  Moogo- 
San  Language,  shall  forsake  their  own  &jth,  and  receive  the  doctrine  of 
C^uisT, — ^when  they  shall  walk  in  the  narrow  and  saving  way,— they  wilL 
under  Ids  light  and  easy  yoke,  adopt  a  good  conversation  and  good  uiaim«n« 
thajt  ftith  is  the  work  of  Oon  alone.*'  •— Ohwm  #  Hit^  yu.  III.  f.  408  et  u§.: 

*  The  following  extract  will  shew,  that  the  desire  to  perus6 
the  sacred  volume  extends  to  the  lowest  ranks  of  the 
people  :— 

fVwm  a  Ptasma  m  the  Governmeni  of  Tomsk^  in  Siheria .-  Afareh  6,  1816- 
**  Among  us  also,  in  this  distant  region  of  Siberia,  it  is  now  known,  that 
the  pious  Bible  Sodety  in  Moscow  bestows  the  word  of  God  on  the  poor  and 
needy,  gratis.  Such  a  gift  I  have  seen  in  the  village  of  Bam,  in  the  poa- 
session  of  a  poor  ecclesiastic,  who  is  thereby  made  happy,  and  rends  his  New 
Testament  with  Joy.  Dare  I,  an  unworthy  man,  in  poverty  and  tears,  )>ek 
finr  a  New  Testament,  gratis,  also  ?  Though  I  do  not  understand  to  reaj 
myseU^  yet  my  son  can  read,  and  hears  the  holy  scriptures,  when  read  in  th^ 
church,  with  pleasure.  He  will  read  to  me  the  Gospels  and  the  Epistles  ; 
and  there  I  shall  also  learn  to  know,  how  the  Lord  God  took  upon  himself 
•ur  flesh,  came  into  this  world,  lived  among  sinners,  instructed  them^ 
•iffered  and  died  for  us,  and  gave  to  us  the  holy  gospel,  that  all  men  mi^ 
know  the  way  of  salvation.  I  intreat  the  pious  Bible  Society  not  to  reject 
wj  petition,  but  to  bestow  on  me  the  holy  scriptures,  to  rejoice  my  soul,  and 
my  whole  household !  ** — FourieetUh  Report :  Appendix^  p.  85. 

.  South-Sea  Jsuhtds.— -^  In  the  isUnds  of  the  South  Seas,  particularlv 
those  of  Otaheite,  Huaheine,  and  Eimeo,  in  consequence  of  the  extraord:^ 
naiy  success  with  which  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel  has  been  recently 
attended,  openings  have  been  made  of  the  most  promising  nature,  for  tha 

*  It  will  gratify  the  friends  of  the  lostitution  to  learn,  that  tfie  translation  of 
<he  Gospels  of  St.  Matthew  and  St.  *Luke  have  been  completed  and  printed  ht 
Feteraburg,  One  hundred  copies  of  the  vsnion  have  been  presented  to  the 
Parent  Institution  by  the  Russian  BiUe  Society.  \ 
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diwemiiMition  of  the  holy  acriptuyee.  Spedmensof  theGeepeL  of  St.  Luke, 
in  the  Taheiten  hmguage,  hare  been  reoeived.  Three  thousand  cofnea  had 
been  printed  on  paper  fiimiahed  bj  your  society,  and  nearly  distributed, 
when  the  specimens  were  despatched  fh>m  the  island  of  Huaheine  (to  which 
the  press  had  been  removed  nom  Eimeo) ;  and  the  other  Gospels,  together 
with  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  were  nearly  ready  to  be  printed.  Of  these^ 
'when  completed,  it  was  the  wish  of  the  Missionaries  to  print  ]  0,000  copies  ; 
which  number,  considering  the  progress  made  by  the  natives  in  reading,  and 
thrar  urgent  desire  to  possess  the  Scripture?,  it  was  expected,  would  still  not 
"be  sufficient  to  supply  their  wants.  *  Multitudes,*  say  the  Msnonaries^ 
*  can  now  read  with  ease ;  and  their  desire  to  teach  others  the  word  of  God 
seems  to  grow  with  their  own  knowledge.* 

*'  It  is  common  to  see  those  who  have  been  taught  to  read,  sitting  in  circles 
In  the  cooling  shade,  or  in  their  own  houses,  teaching  those  who  know  not 
Not  content  merely  with  what  Xhej  learn  at  school,  they  frequently  sit  in 
circles  till  midnight,  teaching  each  other.  In  some  of  the  idands,  where  d 
Misrionaxy  has  never  resided,  the  natives  can  read  and  write ;  and  many 
have  known  how  to  teach  their  neighbours,  befinre  their  names  were  ever 
enrolled  in  the  schodlJxiok.'*— 5ijr<seiUA  Reptriy  p.  Ixxx.  d  seq. 

New  South  Wales. — An  Aiudliary  Sodety,  under  the 
patronage  of  Gh)vemor  Macquarie,  was  estabuahed  in  this 
colony  on  the  7th  of  March,  1817.  In  announcing;  thia 
memorable  events  his  Excellency  observes,  **  The  colonists 
stand  greatly  in  need  of  Bibles,  and  will  be  most  thankful  to 
xeceive  them  on  any  terms.'* 

In  their  First  Annual  Report,  the  Committee  of  this  re* 
markable  Institution  state,  that  **  more  than  one-third  of  the 
dwellings,  and  three-fifths  of  the  inhabitants  of  Sydney,  who 
can  reid,  are  without  a  Bible.'*  Judicious  measures  were 
immediately  adopted  for  supplyii^  the  most  urgent  cases ;  a 
Branch  Society  was  established  at  Van  Dieman*s  Land,  under 
the  presidency  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor ;  and  three  Bible 
Associations  have  been  subsequently  formed,  on  a  regular 
system,  at  Sydney,  Parramatta,  and  Windsor.  But  such  waa 
the  deplorable  want  of  the  holy  scriptures  in  the  colony,  that 
the  Committee,  in  their  Annual  Report  for  1880^  lament  the 
destitute  state  of  numerous  families  and  individuals,  while 
they  express  their  laudable  determination  to  adopt  the  best 
practicable  means  of  distribution,  ''  that,  if  possible,  every 
person  who  is  able  to  read,  and  desirous  to  possess,  or  at 
least  every  family  or  dwelling,  may  be  furnished  with  a 
Bible  or  Testament." 

The  number  of  copies  of  the  Scriptures  received  from  the 
Parent  Institution,  to  the  date  of  the  last  Report,  is  6S28, 
amounting,  at  cost  prices,  to  1176/.  &.  Id. ;  and  the  Auxiliary 
Society  has.  in  return,  remitted  690/.  The  peculiar  nature 
of  the  claim  thus  urged  on  British  benevolence  cannot  fiul  of 
being  properly  appreciated. 


BiMta  and  Tttemanto  lept  io  the  Ctpeof  Good  Hope  wcrtvcd  wit^  joy. 

AFRICA. 

Of  this  quarter  of  the  globe,  containing  more  than  ISO 
inillions  of  inhabitants,  to  which  Europe  generaOy,  and  Great 
Britain  in  particular,  owe  such  a  heavy  debt  of  reparatipi^ 
our  information  is  comparatively  scanty.  The  foUowing  ex- 
tracts, however,  afford  a  suflScient  indication,  that  even  her6 
we  have  not  "  laboured  in  vain,**  nor  *^  spent  our  strength  for 
nought"  while  they  incite  to  continued  and  more  extensive 
exerti<»i. 

Capb  op  Good  Hop&— In  the  year  1810,  a  respectable 
correspondent  thus  addresses  the  Committee : — 

**  Itis  impoMtble  for  me  to  convey  to  you  in  adequate  tennt  .the  acnie 
of  fodiflg  and  gntitude  ea^rened  by  many  indiTiduali  hne,  wh^  value  and 
Jeoow  the  importance  of  the  holy  Bcriptures,  when  they  heajrd  that  a  fupplj 
of  Bibles  had  been  sent  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony.  To  do 
aood  to  our  feUow-creatuTes,  and  to  knoif  that  it  hu  been  foiloired  with  bene. 
Bcial  e£focts,  must  be  highly  jileasiiig  to  every  sensible  mind  :-r-the  British  and 
l^or^gn  Bible  Society  iMve  that  satisfoction  in  a  reiy  superior  degree ;  for 
the  Bibles  tbey  sent,  came  to  a  needy,  but  not  unthjmkfiil  people.  It  is  a 
fict,  that,  for  some  time  past,  not  a  single. Butch  Bible  could  be  got  for 
noney.*'— SfVMlA  iUfairt:  AfpmMxy  iVsb  xv. 

In  reference  to  this  first  supply,  the  Secretary  of  tiitf 
Moravian  Missionary  Society  tiiua  writes  :— 

*^  I  have,  before  now,  expressed  to  you  the  thanks  of  our  if  isiionaiUI 
among  the  Hottentots,  for  your  kindness  towards  themy  and  their  congreih 
gations  of  Christian  Hottentots.**— ^^  We  are  sure,**  they  write,  ^  that  if  the 
worthy  members  of  that  benevolent  society  had  been  present,  toeeethe  teats; 
and  hear  the  httmble  and  joyfUl  expressions  of  thankfulness  for  this  predouf 
gift,  and  the  prayers  offered  up  for  the  blessing  of  God  to  rest  upon  thos^ 
who  had  so  kindly  considered  the  spiritual  wants  of  the  most  distant  nattons,- 
ihey  would  have  thought  themaelTes  well  rewarded  for  their  generosity  t9 
these  poor  people.** — Bifkih  Htptri:  AppmM»,  iVa.  xt.. 

**  The  inteUigence  from  the  Rev.  J.  Head  at  Bethelsdorp^  in  South  Afiica, 
is  also  veiy  gratifying.  He  mentions,  that  a  Hottentot,  named  Sampson, 
nbo,  though  more  thu  fifty  years  of  age,  had  learned  to  read,  upon  seeing 
the  Bibles  sent  for  distribution,  exclaimed, '  These  are  the  weapons  that  wiS 
conquer  Africa;  they  have  conquered  me.*  The  first  purchaser  of  a  Bible 
was  a  Hottentot,  who,  at  the  age  of  forty,  had  also  learned  to  read.  Fifty 
Bibles  were  presented,  on  the  mvt  day  of  distribution,  to  as  many  children 
who  could  rttd  weU.  Mr.  Read  hopes,  firom  the  progress  made  in  a  fow 
months,  that  there  wiU  soon  be  but  fow  children  of  whom  the  same  may  not 
be  said*  He  adds,  that  there  are  a  vast  number  of  adults  who  can  read  the 
BiUCi**— 7*Aif  le«iilA  Report,  p,  Izv. 

It  appears  by  a  letter  from  his  Excellency  Governor 
Donkin,  dated  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  August  31,  18S0,  and 
addressed  to  Lord  Teignmouth^  that  a  Bible  Society  was 
established  in  that  colony  on  the  2Sd  of  Augusti  at  a  meeting 


AMcan  Bible  Society  fimnedat  theCapei^OTeat  deiliand  fat  Axabic  Bibles. 

beld  in  the  Goyeminent  House,  under  die  presidency  of  his 
Excellency;  who  observes: — 

*^  A  Committee  has  since  been  formed,  which  is  now  employed  in  putting 
into  activity  the  necessary  arrangements  for  the  distribution  of  the  holy 
scriptures  throughout  this  colony. 

^^  I  took  an  opportunity  of  assuring  the  meeting,  that,  during  the  tuK  1 
anay  administer  this  government,  no  effort  shall  be  wanting  on  my  part  to 
promote  the  diffusion  of  Christianity  throughout  Southern  Amca.  I  am  per- 
suaded that,  independently  of  the  paramount  duty  by  which  every  Christian 
Is  bound  to  impart  the  light  of  the  Gospel  to  those  who  are  unacquainted  wi^ 
it,  I  shall  be  rendering  an  essential,  service  to  this  colony,  if  I  can  lay  the 
Ibundation  of  a  system  which  shall  introduce  Christianity,  and  consequently 
fhriliation,  amongst  the  surrounding  tribes ;  and  I  hope  the  day  is  not  veiy 
ftr  off,  when  those  who  are  now  heathen  savages  shall  be  converted  inty 
civilized  Christians.'* 

Westb&v  Af&ica.— *^  The  ready  acceptance  of  some  Arabic  Bibles  st 
Vongroo,  in  Western  Africa,  by  the  Mahomedans,  encoursges  a  hope  that 
they  may  be  more  extensively  circulated ;  and  has  produced  an  apfdication 
from  the  Rev.  6.  Nylander  for  a  furtlier  supply.  He  states,  that  tiie  King 
of  BuUam,  to  Whom  he  presented  a  Bible  in  Anbic,  recommended  it  to  the 
first  strangers  who  visited  him ;  and  that,  in  a  visit  which  he  made  to  thfe 
'King,  he  saw  about  twenty  Mahomedans,  and  an  aged  Mussulman-teachet 
in  the  midst  of  them,  reading  the  Bible.  He  requested,  and  with  greiit 
thankfulness  accepted,  a  Bible  from  Mr.  Nylander,  saying,'  *  When  I  come 
tofte,  I  shaU  read  this  book  to  aU  my  people.' ''-*i;<0Mii«A  Asp»r/,  jfc  zxyvi. 

In  the  year  ISIS,  a  Missionary  in  the  service  of  the  Churck 
Missionary  Society,  to  whose  care  twelve  copies  of  the  Arabic 
Bible  had  been  assigned, 

^  was  ttnfiirtiiiia£yy  wrecked  on  the  coast  of  Africa.  A  portion  of  the  caigo 
fedeemed  from  the  waves,  was  sold  to  the  natives;  and  of  Ht,  these  Arahie 
BiUes  formed  a  part  The  Missionary  made  every  effort  in  his  power  to 
l«.purduMe  them,  but  without  success.  As  much  as  £.S  was  offei^  for  a 
ttOpy,  but  refused;  the  Mahomedan  natives  penisting  in  their  resolutuni 
not  to  part  with  them  on  any  tenna.**— Omtwi'j  fiulwy,  r^L  I.  jk  808- 

\  E«YPT. — ^Allusion  has  ahreadv  been  made  to  the  visit.  (^ 
the  hunented  Burckhardt  to  this  country.  In  his  corrof* 
spondence  with  the  Malta  Bible  Society,  he  states,  that 

*^the  seamen,  who  are  so  very  numerous  at  Alexandria,  came  so  veiy 
often  to  him,  that  the  Greek  Testaments  which  he  had  di^rsed  would  be 
only  like  so  many  drops  thrown  into  the  sea ;  so  great  was  the  demand  for 
Ihe  word  of  God.** 

'  Oijly  a  few  days  after  his  arrival  at  Grand  Cairo,  he  wrote 
thus  to  the  Secretary : — 

*'  My  dear  Friend,  I  have  now  nothing  more  to  give  these  people :  aU 
xqy  stodk  is  expended.  If  I  had  with  me  twice  or  thrice  as  many  copies  df 
'the  Scriptures,  I  could  have  disposed  of  them  without  the  smallest  difS- 
iulty."  .  -5 
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'In  one  of  the  latest  communications  from  this  Christian 
travellerj  he  thus  expresses  himself: — 

^  On  my  journey,  I  was  Bolicited  everywhere  for  Bibles ;  and  when  I 
nriived  at  Caaxo^  I  had  nothing  left  but  a  few  copies  of  the  Scriptures,  aai 
the  KtUopic  Psalters.  This  grieved  me  the  more,  as  I  was  under  the  nece*. 
•tty  of  sending  the  applicants  away  empty ;  and  my  regret  would  have  bees 
still  greater,  £td  I  not,  in  Aiil  xelUuiGe  on  the  continued  assistance  of  the 
Wble  Society,  been  able  to  assure  them,  that  I  had  the  prospect  of  sooa 
getting  a  firedi  supply  of  copies.  I  ardently  wish  that  the  impatience  of  the 
poorer  Copts,  who  are  extremely  desirous  of  possessing  an  Aratuc  Bibi^ 
migbt  soon  be  removed." — Fiftetnik  Rtgtort  i  Appendix^  JVo.  xviii.  i 

In  the  summer  of  1819,  the  Rev.  William  Jowett,  one  of 
the  Secretaries  of  the  Malta  Bible  Society,  followed  the  track 
marked  out  by  his  self-devoted  friend : — 

^  It  was  on  my  arrival  at  Esne,'*  he  observes,  ^  that  I  first  opened  my 
spnall,  but  invaluable  treasure^  This  is  the  last  bishopric,  southwtrd  in 
£gypt  I  waited  on  the  bishop,  and,  having  presented  my  letter  from  the 
pa&uurch,  was  very  Hndly  received.  I  gave  him  a  copy  of  the  Arabic 
Bible,  and  begged  him  to  recoomiend  the  sale  of  it  among  his  people :  the 
price  I  fisced  was  twenty  piaitrei^  equal  to  ten  shillii^  fnglish:  it  is  quite 
necessBiy  to  reduce  the  price,  the  people  are  so  poor,  and  the  value  of  mone^ 
80  great  in  this  country.  But  I  soon  found  there  was  no  need  of  aniiMiAng 
this  reeommendation :  the  people,  haying  seen  the  book,  and  witnessed  tfa^ 
pleasure  with  whidi  their  Inshop  received  his  present,  came  immediately  to 
buy,  «nd  I  have  no  doubt  that  I  could  have  soon  disposed  oi  my  whole  stock 
A  prudent  considention  of  the  wants  of  the  towns  I  meant  to  visit  in  mj 
fetmm,  rendered  it  neoeasaiy  that  I  should  husband  my  poor  resources. 
Bestdes  the  one  which  I  had  given,  I  could  only  spare  three ;  it  was  xttJkf 
painfVilto  see  the  eagerness  with  which  one  after  another  came  tomyboat,  to 
ask  whether  I  could  not  let  them  have  one  copy  more;  they  came  wiUi  various 
leasons  or  pretences,  and  were  with  difficulty  persuaded  that  the  number  1  had 
ceuld  only  fianush  a  small  wap^y  at  best  to  the  other  chuzche^"  -    - 

Proceeding  further  up  the  Nile^  he  stopped  at  Edfii,  the 
kst  town  where  Christians  were  to  be  found*  After  describr 
ing  their  extreme  misery  and  poverty,  he  justly  remarks :—  ' 

^  It  is  wonderful  how,  in  such  circumstances,  even  the  profession  o^ 
Christianity  is  kept  up.  These  poor  people,  however,  shew  their  attachmeni: 
to  thdr  religion,  by  going  some  of  them  every  week  to  Esne  to  attend  their 
ehurdi.  They  set  off  on  the  Thursday  night,  and  arrive  there  in  time  ibr 
vesper^  on  Saturday  evening,  returning  back  on  the  Monday. --What  a  Te^ 
proash  to- many  in  Christian  countries,  who  live  within  a  few  minutes*  mdk 
from  a  place  of  worship  and  yet  seldom  attend  T' 

After  remaining  a  few  days  at  Thebes;  passing  the 
^mountaina  in  wh^h  are  excavated  the  tombs  of  the  kings; 
and  numerous  relics  of  churches  and  convents,  which  ^roy^ 
how  far  Christianity  once  extended  in  these  countries  ;^  h^ 
observes : — 

.  **  I  found  it  difficult  to  determine  how  to  dispose  of  the  one  Arabic  BibI* 
vUdi  I  had  allotted  to  Luxor.    It  was  not  the  best  phtt  to  give  it  to  «b»^ 


^  BSmSH  JUro  MMKHf  BIBLS  SOCIBtT*  [xSAV.Ib 

fltrte  of  Chrirtimity  in  Egypt— >AbyMiriim»  Ac 


friert)  fiff  the  priMts  in  these  parts  are  not  the  best  infonoed  pert  of  the 
eommiinity ;  and  besides,  the  booic  irould  in  that  case  have  been  shut  up  in 
the  church.  Upon  inquiry,  I  selected  mfillem  Jacob  as  the  intended  pw^ 
•chaser.  These  mttlems  are  in  &ct  a  kind  of  clerks  to  government,  in  all 
the  principal  cities  and  towns  throughout  E^pt.  They  receive  the  otders 
«f  the  various  governors,  and  collet  the  tribute,  Alc  from  the  Copts ;  con- 
sequently they  are  expert  in  reading  and  writing,  and  know  every  thing 
•bout  their  countrymen.  I  had  saat  word  two  days  be&re  to  nUUlem  Jacob 
that  I  should  sell  him  the  hook  :  when,  therefore,  I  had  crossed  over  to  th# 
cast  side  of  the  river,  I  called  upon  him.  Besides  his  own  little  diild,  he  has 
two  young  nephews,  whom  he  has  adopted ;  their  &ther  being  dead.  He  had 
announced  the  book  beforehand  to  these  lads.  The  younger,  about  twelve 
years  of  age,  kept  him  continually  in  mind,  with  ^  Father,  the  book  is  not 
come  yet*  I  heard  both  these  boys  read :  the  younger  read  me  half  a 
diaptervery  wdl;  and  the  priest  told  me  that  at  church  he  had  chosen  a  par* 
ticuUff  seat,  where  he  was  used  to  sit  and  read  by  himself:  I  think  the  BiU% 
therefore,  very  fitly  bestowed.** 

Of  Keimee,  a  very  considerable  town,  and  the  th<»roughfia«f 
of  perhaps  ten  thousand  pilgrims  a  year  to  Mecca,  he 
writes: — 

^  The  Christians  here  are  pretty  nunwiouB,  and,  con^iarativdy  speaking, 
ia  gosd  drcoBistenees;  but  they  have  neither  church  nor  resident  priest  in 


i  immt  some  ndghhouxing  villages  are  their  resort  tm  Sundays  for  reli* 
gioos  purposes.  Here  I  fimnd  a  very  inteUigent  Copt,  mAUem  Bottros 
(Peter) :  he  was  surrounded  by  msny  of  his  nation,  very  respeetaUe  and 


w^-b^iaved  men.  When  he  saw  my  Axafak  Bible,  he  reoegniaedthewQri^. 
Sirring,  that  about  two  years  ago  he  had  bouj^t  a  copy  of  a  Jew  in  CwSok 
Instead  of  twentyi  with  a  promptitude  very  rare^n  these  parts,  he  wished 
to  give  me  fifty  piastres  for  it ;  but  this  I  refiised.  Young  men  who  were 
•bout  him  began  to  draw  out  their  money,  beg^ng  that  they  might  have  a 
copy.  On  returning  to  my  boat,  I  sent  him  two  more  copies :  he  sent  me' 
word  back,  that  the  people  snatched  them  up  so  quick  that  he  had  not  one  left 
for  himself;  and  bcp^  me  to  spare  him  another.  I  was  so  much  gratified^ 
by  this  ready  disposition,  and  had  observed  in  the  very  countenances  of  the 
bye-standers  so  much  superior  intelligence  and  good  training,  that  early  next 
momingi  called  upon  bun  with  two  more  copies ;  adding  as  a  reason,  tha^as 
this  town  was  a  grand  thoroughftie  of  Mahomedan  pilgruns,  it  was  piecuUariy 
desirable  that  the  Christians  should  be  confirmed  in  their  fidth  by  reading 
the  Scripture  abundantly.**— 5tx/cMil A  Report :  JjppendU^  p.  I70  el  iteq. 

Abyssinia,  &c — ^In  reference  to  this  country,  M.  Asselin. 
de  Chervilley  French  Chargg  d' Affaires  at  Cairo,  thus  writea 
in  NoTember,  1814:— 

"^  It  is  beyond  a  doubt,  that  an  impression  of  the  Scriptures  in  the 
£thiopic,  in  a  convenient  form,  must  be  very  advantageous  to  so  numerous 
and  devout  a  people  as  the  Abyssinians.  Though  several  very  difierent* 
dialect  are  spoken  in  the  countries  sul^ject  to  the  dominion  of  the  great 
Kegus  (or  king),  yet  the  learned,  or  Ethiopic,  is  the  only  one  universally 
taught  in  his  vast  estetes ;  since  it  is  in  this  language  that  all  the  bools 
employed  for  public  instruction  sre  composed :  but  these  books,  being  ut 
flnnuscript,  are  scarce,  and  consequently  very  dear :  and,  I  repeat,  if  there 
fadsts  a  people  on  the  earth  to  whom  the  ol^ect  pnyosed  by  tha  Bihla 
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Society  cm  be  eminentljr  uaefiil,  it  is,  witfaoiit  doubt,  the  Abyamniftiifl :  fbr 
Iheif  fini  study  is  that  of  the  Bible ;  their  first  spiritual  want  is  the 
Ckisp^l,  which  they  read  again  and  again  constantly  every  day.** 

Twtfih Report:  Aj^endutjJVh^XLynim 

This  opinion  is  Confirmed  by  Henry  Salt,  Esq.  British 
Consul-General  in  Egypt,  who  observes : — 

**  The  Abysfludaus,  in  general,  are  exceedingly  attached  to  their  religion; 
•ad  to  the  Scriptures  ;  but  the  unfortunate  circumstances  under  which  they 
have  so  long  suffered,  have  led  them  astray  into  error.** 

Fmrttenik^Repmi  t  AfpmUxy  N9>  lz. 

The  Rev.  W.  Jowett  had  rested  but  a  little  while  from  the 
fatigues  of  his  first  voyage  to  Egyp^  when  he  felt  it  to  be 
his  duty  to  visit  that  country  a  second  time ;  in  order  to 
resume,  and,  if  practicable,  to  bring  to  a  successful  issue,  die 
negociation  for  die  purchase  of  the  Amharic  version  of  the 
Scriptures.  In  this  great  object  he  happily  succeeded,  and 
has  ascertained,  satisfiustorily,  that  the  maniucrint  answers 
die  description  of  it — as  a  version,  complete  in  all  its  parts,' 
of  the  Scriptures  into  the  Amharic^  one  of  the  two  vulgar 
dialects  of  Abyssinia.  This  translation  had  been  executed 
under  the  particular  care  of  M.  Asselin,  the  French  Consul 
at  Cairo,  and  it  occiipied  him  for  ten  years.  It  was  rendered 
into  Amharic  by  a  native,  under  the  assiduous  exanduntiait  ef 
M.  AsseUn.* 

Thus  this  ancient  people  wiH  beeome  possessed  of  die 
Scriptures  in  a  dialect  wkh  which  diey  are  familiar,  and  iit 
which  no  portion  of  die  word  of  Gtod  has  hitherto  been 
printed.  It  is  imposrible  to  trace  the  progress  of  this  trans- 
action, without  recollecting  the  prediction  of  the  Royal 
Psalmist, — '*  Ethiopia  shall  soon  stretch  out  her  hands  unto  God  ;** 
and  rejoicing  in  the  conviction,  diat  she  shall  no  longer  be 
^*sent  empty  away"  f 

Isle  of  France,  &c. — In  November  181S,  a  Bible  Society 
was  formed  for  die  islands  of  Mauritius,  Bourbon,  and  depen- 
dencies : — 

**  In  what  degree  the  Scriptures  may  he  supposed  to  have  heen  wanted  in 
tiie  Mauritius  itself,  the  seat  of  this  institution,  may  he  readily  inferred  Mm 
tiieaooDunt  of  the  Secretary,  that  many  persons  were  living  in  the  isiand,  ai 

*  Ihe  manuscript  ba«  already  reached  London ;  and  the  Committee  have 
adopted  mcasum  for  its  being  immediately  printed. 

f  While  the  present  work  was  in  the  press,  the  Committee  of  the  CAukch 
MissioiiABT  ScxjiCTT,  witb  a  degree  of  Christian  and  fraternal  liberality  which 
aohanees  the  value  of  the  gift,  presented  to  the  Library  of  the  British  and 
Fopeign  Bible  Society  a  beautiful  Manuscript-  copy  of  the  eight  fint  books  of  the 
Old  Testament  in  EthiopiCf  together  with  a  translstion  of  tlie  Gospels  in  the^ 
Captie  and  ArabiCt  and  other  valuable  Eastern  Biblical  Manuscripts,  which  must' 
materially  facilitaM  the  pending  arrangementt  for  supplying  the  inbabitanU  of 
Ibose  eitensiYe  r^ons  with  the  Holy  Scriptures. 
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the  advanced. age  of  sixty  end  seventy  years,  who  never  saw  a  Bible  r  aotf 
the  reception  which  the  Scriptures  furnished  by  your  society  met  with  in  the 
same  island,  may  be  sufficiently  judged  of  by  the  further  assurance  of  th^ 
Secretary^  that  ^  the  avidity  with  which  the  Bibles  and  Testaments  are 
purchased  is  beyond  all  description;  that  100  copies  were  sold  in  one  day, 
and  twice  as  many  more  could,  he  believes,  have  been  disposed  of  with  the 
greatest  fiidlity  ;*  and,  finally,  Uiat  he  receives  daily  messages  of  gratitudle 
and  thanks  from  the  inhabitants^  for.  the  more  than  kind  attention  of  the 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  to  their  eternal  welfare,  in  supplying 
them  with  the  means  of  Scriptural  knowledge.*'*-7ViilA  Report,  jsu  94. 

AMERICA. 

Lab AJJ>oB.^^  ThankBgivinirs  continue  to  be  presented  from  the  Chriflti«& 
congregations  under  the  care  of  the  Moravian  brethren  in  Labrador.  They 
represent  the  copies  of  the  Scriptures  which  they  have  received  in  the 
Esquimaux  language,  as  '  an  invaluable  gift,*  and  as  having  tended  to  pro& 
mote  a  great  eagerness  to  learn  to  read,  both  in  children  and  adults ;  an4 
Ihey  unite,  thimighout  all*  their  settlements,  in  praying  to  the  Lomo,  '  to 
bless  that  venerable  society,,  which  exerts  itself  with  so  much  seal  and 
charity  to  publish  the  word  of  God  in  all  languages,  and  send  it  forth  intp 
all  parts  of  the  earth.*  **— 7'ifii/A  Report^  p,  28. 

^^  In  Labrador,  we  observe  the  simple  and  patient  missionaries,  from  the 
Church  of  the  United  Brethren,  proceeding  with  their  usual  assiduity  in  the 
translation  of  the  whole  New  Testament  into  the  Esquimaux  language,  and 
pouring  forth  the  wannest  strains  of  gratitude  to  those  benefiutora  by 
whose  aid  the  portion  already  translated  had  been  printed  and  brought 
into  circulation.  Of  this,  it  appears,  the  most  diligent  use  was  made  b/i 
the  members  of  the  Esquimaux  congregations.  They  read  it,  during  their 
leisure  hours,  in  their  houses  and  their  tents ;  and  their  whole  conduct  and 
conversation  were  a  striking  evidence  of  its  power.'* 

Owen's  HUtmjfy  Vol  IIL  p.  48a, 

Nova  Scotia. — In  reference  to  the  Bible  Society  esta* 
blished  in  this  province,  it  is  stated: — 

''  How  much  such  an  Institution  was  wanted,  may  be  learnt  from  the 
assertion  in  the  Third  Report,  that  persons  who  had  kept  houses,  with 
smaller  or  larger  families,  for  five,  ten,  or  more  than  twenty  years,  had  not 
been  able,  till  then,  to  obtain  a  Bible :  and  the  frirther  assertion,  that  '  in 
every  instance  the  Scriptures  seemed  to  have  been  thankliilly  received,' 
gives  reason  to  hope  that  the  society  will  not  have  been  instituted  in 
vain.**— /6i4/.  f^0t  III.  p,  485. 

Cape  Breton. — The  Governor  of  this  colony,  in  a  letter 
td^Lord,Tei^nmouthy  dated  May  20,  1818,  after  acknowledge 
ing  the  receipt  of  a  liberal  supply  of  Bibles  and  Testaments, 

in  the  Gaelip,  English,  and  French  languages,  voted  by  the 
Parent  Committee,  observes : — 

*^  With  respect  to  the  great  mass  of  our  population,  the  Highbnden, 
they  received  the  beneficence  of  the  society  with  the  utmost  gratitude^ 
Persons  have  been  hired,  and  sent  from  distances  of  eighty  to  one  hundred 
miles  to  intreat  for  the  sacred  volume  \  and  instances  are  not  wanting  of 
others  sending  their  children  five  and  six  miles,  over  froeen  lakea,  to  he 
instructed  by  poor  old  widows,  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  reading  the  Bibb 
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to  their  parents,  who  were  themselves,  from  ignorance,  unable  to  do  so. 
To  those  places  of  instruction,  as  I  discover  them,  I  send  a  few  of  the  least 
expensive  editions  of  Testaments,  as  school-books,  of  which  they  were  nearly 
destitute ;  and  I  consider  myself  actuur  in  conformity  to  the  wishes  of  the 
society,  in  agreeing  to  the  petitions  m  families,  who,  totally  ignorant  of 
letten  themselves,  would  occarionally  have  an  opportunity  of  hearing  the 
Scriptures  read  by  travellers,  to  whom,  with  patriarchal  hospitality,  they 
give  refuge  for  the  night  These  people  are  very  poor;  and  to  expect 
any  pecuniary  return  at  present  is  in  vain,  and  perhaps  impolitic :  they  axe* 
however,  temperate  in  their  habits,  frugal,  and  laboiioua ;  and  I  have  no 
doubt,  that  the  views  of  the  society  will  be  better  fulfilled  by  penny-a-week 
aasocimtiona,  when  they  are  in  better  drcurostanceg  in  two  or  tbiee  jean 


Canada. — A  mimster  in  this  extensive  colony  thus  writes, 
when  acknowledging  a  supply  of  Bibles  and  Testaments,-  sent 
from  the  Parent  Society  in  August  1819: — 

^  £veiy  one,  Shr,  who  knows  the  moral  state  of  the  Canadians,  must 
eonrnr  with  me  in  saying,  that  they  could  not  come  to  a  better  place,  nor  in 
a  better  time.  These  provinces  have  long  been  neglected,  and  their  true 
state  but  partially  known.  In  Liower  Canada  the  population  is  estimated  at 
asvcM  or  Hghi  IMndred  thmutmd  souls,  many  of  whom  have  never  mm  a  Bible. 
It  ie  oertun  that  a  strong  desire  exists  among  them  to  read  the  Scriptuxea** 

Sixteeiah  Bqtort :  JfptmNXf  ^  S09. 

United  States* — Reference  has  already  been  made,  in  the 
Ninth  Section^  to  the  wants  of  the  extensive  regions  of  the 
American  continent  which  are  included  by  this  designation. 
But  the  following  extracts  will  place  the  subject  in  a  more 
dear  point  of  riew : — 

*«  There  has  been  no  edithm  of  theBiUe  printed  weii  ^  ihemmmtaitUf 
and  the  inducement  to  merchants  to  take  out  many  very  small,  as  will  appefer 
horn  the  following  anecdote.  A  merchant  in  Tennessee  observed,  during 
the  earthquakes  in  1811. and  1813,  that  before  these  took  place  k^uudto 
SiO  tenjMiieki  ofeanii  where  he  told  ene  Bible  s  now  he  eM  ten  Bibkt  where  he 
eeU  ene  paek  ^cardt."^Tenih  Report:  Affemiuy  No.  xzzviu* 

^  It  was  very  unusual  to  find  any  portion  of  the  sacred  volume  among 
Qfur  soldiers;  and  in  numy  instances  there  were  found  a  hundred  aai 
assembled  In  a  hospital,  without  having  among  them  one  Bible  or  New 
Testament. 

**  Some  of  the  Tennessee  Militia,  when  passing  thxxmgfa  Nashville,  on 
their  way  to  New  Orleans,  had  inquired  in  vain  for  a  Bible ;  not  one  was  to 
be  found  for  sale :  and  in  the  month  of  December  last,  a  sindlar  inquiiy  was 
froitlesaly  made  in  this  dty,  hj  a  gentleman  from  the  Amite ;  nor  is  there 
at  this  moment  a  Bible  to  be  purduiaed  in  any  bookstore  in  the  dty  of  Neur 
Orleans. 

**•  As  there  were  not  Bibles  sufficient  to  supply  even  the  sick  in  hospitals 
who  were  anxious  to  receive  them,  it  was  not  unconmion  to  see  one  reading 
aloud  to  several  around :  and  at  other  times,  two  or  three,  lying  on  the 
floor  together,  would  be  attempting  to  read  in  the  same  book  at  the  same 
tiMe.  Some  if  those  who  had  received  Bibles,  declared  a  determination  to 
carry  tbem  hone  with'them  on  foot,  800  or  JOOO  miles ;  and  rather  thsa 
nit  earry  than,  they  would  throw  away  part  of  their  baggage. 
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^*  Although  3000  copies  of  the  New  Testament  in  French  had  been  i«. 
ceived  by  Uie  President  of  the  Society  about  the  middle  of  December  last; 

.  owing  to  the  disturbed  state  of  the  country,  at  that  time  invaded,  ngne  ^ 

'  them  were  distributed  until  aliout  the  10th  of  February.  After  a  few  persons 
had  received  the  New  Testament,  and  it  had  become  generally  known 

.  th«t  there  were  more  in  the  hands  of  one  of  the  managers,  who  had  been 
appointed  to  make  the  gratuitous  distribution  of  the  whole  number  deskrned 
fi>r  this  city,  the  applications  were  more  frequent  than  could  be  supj^ed  e 
a  large  crowd  of  some  hundreds  of  people,  of  all  colours  and  ranks,  was 
fiirmed  before  the  house,  and  became  literally  clamorous  to  have  a  hook; 

.  a  word  which  was  often  yociferated  in  French  by  fifty  voices  at  once. 

^^  Such  an  assembly,  for  such  a  purpose,  never  before  witnessed  in  Louisi- 
ana, presented  to  the  beholder  many  affecting  scenes :  the  young  and  *the 

/eld,  ^  rich  and  the  poor,  as  if  alike  conscious  of  their  wants,  pressed  fbr- 

.  ward  with  out-stretdied  hands  to  receive  the  valuable  gift.  A  child,  nort 
more  than  five  or  six  years  of  age,  was  borne  in  the  arms  of  its  mothet, 
a  woman  of  colour,  pressing  through  the  crowd  as  one  of  the  candidates  fiir 
a  treasure  which  ahe  seemed  justly  to  estimate :  the  silence  and  attention 
exhibited  by  the  l^e-standers  were  immediately  rewarded,  by  hearing  ihia 
infimt  read  in  an  intelligent  manner  the  story  related  in  Mark  x.  12^16, 
rendered  doubly  interesting  by  the  incidents. 
^  As  all' who  presented  Aemselves  for  a  French  New  Testament  woe 

'  asked  if  they  coidd  read,  and,  if  any  doubts  existed,  were  put  to  the  triat 
An  aged  black  woman,  being  asked  the  usual  question,  and  requested  to 
prove  the  fact,  answered,  thiEit  she  could  not  wiUiout  her  spectacles,  which 
she  had  not.whh  her ;  but,  unwilling  to  depart  until  the  object  of  her 

.  wishes  had  been  obtained,  she  renewed  her  application,  and  observed  to  the 
distributor,  ^  If  I  get  a  book  by  a  fidsehood,  it  wiU  not  be  deceiving  ya|^ 

'  but  God.*    Many  persons,  who  could  not  read  themselves,  wished  the  New 
Testament  for  their  children,  who  said  they  would  read  it  for  thenL** 
Firsi  Mipari  ^  the  LoKtltami  Bibie  Sodeip,^l\pe(ftk  JUpmi :  4fp.  No.  x vju. 

^We  kndw,  from  actual  observation,  that  there  are,  on  ourwestieni 
borders,  thousands  of  families  growing  op  without  the  Bible.  Many  of  then 
are  destitute  of  this  invaluable  treasure,  not  merely  because  they  are  too 
parsimonious  or  too  negligent  to  obtain  it,  but  because  it  is  not  within  their 
reach.  They  reside  1000  miles  firom  any  place  where  the  Bible  is  printed 
Seldom  is  it  carried  thither  by  the  merchants.  We  ascertained,  by  inquixjR, 
.  that  in  many  of  the  principal  towns  of  the  Western  country  ihere  was  lui 
•  fiihUtoU  SQld.'^-'Sixik  Report  of  the  New~York  Bible  Seciety. 

**•  Among  the  applicants  for  Bibles,  there  have  been  several,  who  dedared 
that  they  had  been  endeavouring,  for  years,  some  as  many  as  for  twelve  or 

'  fifteen  years,  to  obtain  a  copy  of  the  Bible  in  French.    Some  declared  that 

^  no  present  could  be  more  acceptable  to  them;  and  others,  Uiat  they  wteemed 

■  it  beyond  hundreds  of  dollars. 

^*The  Catholics,  even  the  strictest  of  them,  are  willing,  with  scaroelytti 
exception,  to  receive  and  read  the  Bible. 

^  The  Spanish  inhabitants  have  been  remarkably  pleased,  on  obtainiisg 
the  New  Testam^it  in  their  native  language :  they  have  received  it  with 
great  demonstrations  of  joy.  The  expressions  used  fay  some,  on  being  pr»- 
•ented  with  a  New  Testament,  deserve  notice :  One  observed, '  This  book 
contains  the  pure  fmlA,  and  nothing  but  the  truth.*  Another,  on  reading  the 
title-page  of  the  New  Testament,  as  soon  as  he  came  to  the  werds  *"  Jxaus 

•CnusT,*  stopped,  and  said,  witlimach  earnestness,  ^7%iaienqfMangandmigt 
CoA^He  U  my  AU:    Another,  on  being  asked  if  theSpaaiMi  were  aatiefisd 
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HaMachiuetts.—- Philadelphiiu 
.idthUiflu  Nev  TesUment,  obperred,  that  ^lAiy  cumM  iMf  Ae  Ckritiimrfvk^ 

^  When  this  InstHution  was  first  proposed,  there  vers  some  who  <yb- 
jected,  that  it  was  not  needeil ;  that  the  poor  in  this  countiy  are  as  well 
flopplied  with  Bibles  as  the  rich.  But  inquiry  has  proTed  this  objection 
ftise^  Man  J  ministers,  who  had  the  same  impression,  have  expressed  their 
surprise  at  the  want  of  Bibles  in  their  societies.  One  thus  writes :  ^  I'  att 
astonished  to  think  thai  I  should  imow  no  more :  bow  many  jpfoor  people  vte 
nnprorided  with^the  Bible!'  Another  writes  s  *  It  is  surprismg,  that,  when 
the  case  of  the  poor*  with  respect  to  Bibles  is  inrestigateC  we  should 
find  Qicfa'great  deficiency.'  Another  says :  ^  I  had  no  idea  that  there  were  so 
many  destitute  in  this  town.* 

*'*'  The  books  which  have  been  distributed  by  the  society  have  been  received 
twith  gratitude  and  joy^  and  many  interesting  expressions  of  these  sentiments 
have  been  tianamitted  to  your  Committeeb  One  letter  says  s  ^  These  poor 
people  received  the  Bibles  thankfUUy,  and  requefted  me  to  make  th«r 
acknowledgments-  to  the  society.  Some  of  them  were  yery  eloquent  in 
pnploring  the  benedictions  of  Heaven  on  those  who  were  instrumental  in 
imparting  to  them  so  valuable  a  pref^nt.*  Another  says:  *  *  Till  I  had  no 
.more  books  to  distribute,  my  chamber  was  constantly  crowded.  Could 
the  society  witness  the  manifest  thankfiilness  with  which  their  bounty  is 
received,  I  think  they  ^ould  believe  their  charity  well  applied  in  this 
region.*  Another  says :  '  They  all  expressed  much  joy  at  the  reception  of 
the  gift  Some  cou^d  scarcely  speak,  to  think  that  God  should  send  them 
his  blessed  word^  of  which  they  were  so  unworthy.  One  aged  man  in  par- 
ticular,  on  accepting  one  of  the  laige  Bibles,  burst  into  tears  of  joy,  and  pulb 
it  under  his  coat  near  his  heart,  and  said,  I  will  put  it  as  near  my  heart 
as  I  can.*  Another  says :  ^  A  very  vicious  and  indigent  fiim^y,  to  which  a 
Bible  was  given,  have  constantly  attended  Meeting  far  a  number  of  Salv. 
baths,  when  I  dad  never  seen  them  in  the  Meeting-house  for  twelve  years 
'before.*— <3an  there  be  a  greater  encouragement  or  reward  to  the  society, 
'tim  this  gntefiil  eagerness  with  which  the  word  of  Gon  is  received  ?*' 

JPWst  Report  of  MoMHtekuteti^  Bible  Soeiety. 

**  The  defici^cy  of  Bibles  has  been  found  to  be  much  greater  than  was 
expected;  and  it  is  believed  to  be  as  great  in  many  other  places.  The 
number  of  fimiilies  and  individuals  who  are  destitute  of  a  copy  of  the 
Scriptures  is  so  considerable,  that  the  whole  of  the  fiinds  of  the  Society 
coulS'  be  profitably  expended,  in'  supplying  the  wants  of  this  city  ahme  ; 
and  the  opportunities  of  distributing  them  m  other  places  are  sp  numerous, 
that,  if  these  fimds  were  tenfold  as  great  as  they  are,  they  would  be  still 
•iHid^qiiBte'to  supply  the  demand." 

Firtt  Report  i^the  PkUaiO^iia  Bible  Soeie^. 

'^''Hie  most  afibcting  account  which  we  have  of  the  want  of  Bibles,  in 
this  country,  is  to  be  found  in  Messrs.  Mills  and  Smith's  Report  of  tJhehr 
Missionary  Tour  through  it,  during  the  last  year.  They  represent  every 
pKrt  of  which  they  speak,  as  covex^  with  gross  darkness,  for  want  of  the 
light  of  Scripture.  They  tell  us  of  old  men,  who  greatly  desired  a  Bible, 
and  who  had  often  sought  it,  who,  neverthel^  have  never  had  a  Bible  in 
their  houses.  Th^  tell  us  of  mothers,  with  their  children  in  their  arms, 
pressing  through  £e  crowd  to  solidt  a  Bible.  They  tell  us  of  &milies  who 
never  eaw  a  Bible,  nor  heard  of  J^bvs  Christ.  They  speak  of  large  territories, 
where  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  inhabitants  are  supposed  to  be  destitute 
of  the  Scriptures.  *'  In  Kadcaskias,  a  place  containing  from  eighty  to  one 
hundred  fimiHes,  there  are,  it  is  thought,  not  more  than  four  or  five  Bible*' 
In  the  Illinois  territory  they  say,  they  '  did  not  find  anyplace  where  a  copy 
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of  the  Sctipttlx«ft  cduld  be  obtained.*  They  dedare  it  as  their  sober  eon. 
Tictum,  that  at  least  76,000  Bibles  are  neoesiary  finr  the  supply  of  thtfdefldi. 
tute  in  Uiat  part  of  our  country.  And,  ^  it  is  thought,  by  judicious  people, 
that  Aa//a  milMofi  of  Bibles  are  necessaxy  for  the  supply  of  the  destitute  in 
the  United  States.'  There  is,  then,  much  to  be  done ;  and  we  are  called 
upon  by  the  w&rtk  (tf  souls,  by  the  exam^  of  thousands,  and  by  the  hltmug 
of  Heaven,  to  engage,  with  renewed  spirit,  in  this  woxk.^* 

TkirttmUh  Stp^ri:  JppnUHjfy  Ak  xvill. 

West  Indies,  &c.— Extract  of  a  letter  from  Surmam:^ 

^  You  can  searody  fimn  any  adequate  idea  of  the  eagemeas  with  which 
the  Dutch  Bibles  and  Testaments  hare  been  sought  after.  Indeed,  scarcely 
was  it  known  that  such  books  had  anived,  when  dd  and  youns  flocked  to  my 
house,  in  such  crowds,  that  my  door  was,  as  It  were,  besieged  mim  morning  to 
night ;  and,  no  sooner  was  it  opened  to  dismiss  one  party,  than  another  ea- 
uSedf'  in  such  numben,  that  I  #as  really  apprdiennTe  lest  accidents  might 
happen.  As  I  myself  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  being  an  almoner  of  thia 
bounty,  I  can  tesUfy,  firom  personal  observation,  that  the  fpft  was  received 
with  evident  marks  of  gratitude,  reverence,  and  attention.*' 

Elevemik  Beptri:  JfpenSx^  Ao.  xxxvuk 

^  In  the  Isknds  of  jiniigua  and  St.  Chrisitpker^  copies  of  the  Scriptures, 
ftimished  by  yoUr  Committee,  have  been  disteibuted  among  an  eager  and  a 
thankful  people.  '  Several  pious  Blacks,*  writes  a  correspondent,  ^  came 
firom  Barhudoy  an  island  a  short  distance  fitnn  Antigua,  to  request  that  a  few 
Bibles  and  Testaments  might  be  given  them  t  for  these  they  begged  in  a  very 
afiecting  manner.  I  gave  them  two  doeen  Testaments.  On  receiving  the 
rich  treasure,  their  joy  was  inokpressible,  as  might  be  seen  by  the  teaif 
which  flowed  down  their  sable  feces-** 

^  Similar  accounts  have  been  received  firom  JSerHet  and  Demerara  t  fix>m 
the  l^ter  of  which  places,  the  distributor  writes  t — *'  I  had  no  just  idea  of  the 
humber  of  Negroes  that  wish  fer  Bibles,  till  I  mentioned  to  some  of  them 
that  I  would  i^rocure  Bibles  fer  those  who  wished  to  have  them.  The  next 
week,  applications  poured  in  fixmi  every  plantation,  and  every  quarter.'  ** 

^  Statements  of  a  like  nature  have  been  transmitted  firom  New  Prmndmc^ 
where  whites  and  blacks  emulated  each  other  in  expressing  their  thanks  for 
the  Bibles  and  Testaments  received,  and  in  petitioning  for  fiirther  supplies.* 

Fmtritmtk  lUport,  ji.  Ixxxiii4«<  Mf • 

From  a  Miidster  in  one  of  the  Bahama  Islands  :-*- 

*^  The  books  of  which  you  advised  me,  arrived  safe,  and  in  exoeUent  con* 
.ditioil.  They  have  proved  a  most  aooeptahle  and  seasonable  supply.  I  am 
persuaded  the  attention  of  the  Committee  of  the  British  and  ForeigaBible 
.  Society  could  not  have  been  directed  to  a  part  of  his  Migesty^s  donunioos, 
which  stood  more  in  need  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  than  the  Bahama  Islands. 
.1  am  happy  to  ssy,  that  numbers  of  families  who  had  no  Bible  or  Testament 
(some  ixideed  had  a  few  leaves  carefully  preserved)  now  possess  the  book  th^ 
prize  above  every  other,  and  r^oice  in  its  possession.  One  poor  woman 
told  me,  that  she  never  read  a  chapter  in  her  life,  till  she  read  one  in  the 
Testament  I  let  her  fether  have,  and  that  she  never  received  such  lif^t  as 
she  did  fi»m  reading  it.  The  Committee  would  be  pleased  to  see  the  poor 
*  old  widows  rea^ng  their  large  Testaments :  Uiey  consider  themselves  ricii 
indeed,  and  thej  requested  me  to  return  thdr  tluuiks  to  the  Commits  fer 
•0  great  ^  gift ;  some  of  them  would  inrist  on  giving  the  widow's  mite,  and 
some  gave  sixpence*  I  beg  leave  to  oflfer  my  thanks,  and  those  of  the  poor 
poopla,  both  wlutfo  and  blades,  to  the  Committae,  fer  the  Kbks  and  Testa- 
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Populaticni  of  the  i^obeT-Time  required  to  supply  the  worl^ 

aaeDts  I  reoeiyed  firom  them,  end  pnj  that  Goi>  may  blesB  erexy  member 
of  the  Committee  here  and  hereafter. 

**  AH  the  Spuuflh  Testamenti  are  diqiosed  of;  forty-eight  were  lold  in  one 
^kf.  Myftinid,  Dr.  Dumamq^  who  took  upon  himielf  the  diipoad  (£-  the 
whole^  having  been  acquainted  with  many  of  the  Spaniards,  tdd  me^  that, 
aa  aoon  as  they  found  it  to  be  the  New.  Testament,  the  avidity  with  which 
the  books  were  purchaaed  was  b^ond  description.  Br.  Dumiresq  has  re- 
cdTed  appUcatioiifl  fiir  upwards  (^  a  hundred  Testaments.** 

S.  Having  thus  shewn,  from  uiiquestionable  documents, 
die  state  of  the  various  portions  of  the  world,  with  regard  to 
tfaefar  want  of  the  holy  scriptures^  and  their  desire  to  possess 
tbem^  it  may  not  be  uhprontable  to  place  this  important  sub* 
jiect  in  another  point  of  view. 

;  To  ascertain  the  population  of  thie  globe,  is  a  question  on 
which  accuracy  cannot  be  exnected;  but  it  has  been  estimated 
sit  one  thousana  miliums,  whicn  have  been  thus  divided:*- 
630  nullions  of  Pagans, 
12  millions  of  Jews, 
188  millions  of  Mahomedans, 

170  millions  of  Christians,  including  the  Oreek,  the 
Papal,  and  the  Protestant  Communions,  ^ 

,  And  it  has  been  computed,  that  the  total  number  of  coiues 
of  the  holy  scriptures  issued  from  the  press,  from  the  disco- 
▼eiy  of  the  art  of  printing  to  the  present  time,  does  not  ex- 
lieed  twenty-Jive  mulionSn  When  comjpared  with  the  wants 
of  the  Christian  world,  how  insufficient  is  this  supply,  even 
supposing  every  copy  to  have  been  preserved !  Jout,  when 
yiewed  in  reference  to  the  infidel  and  heathen  world,  what 
spowerfiil  claim  does  it  furnish  on  the  feelmffs  and  esKvtiona 
of  all  who  beBeve  in  the  truths  of  the  Bible,  and  acknow- 
ledge that  **  there  is  no  other  name  given  under  heaven  among 
meuj  whereby  we  can  he  saved^"  but  tiiat  of  Jesus  Christ! 

G^  the  basis  of  this  estimate  we  may  pursue  the  calcu- 
h&m,  and  endeavour  to  ascertain  the  probable  period  when 
the  lig^t  of  revelation  will  illuminate  tiie  abodes  of  ignorance^ 
aitperstition,  and  idolatry.  Sixteen  years  have  dairaed  since 
die  estabBshment  of  the  Bible  Sodetj;  and  it  has,  dther 
directly  or  indirectly,  added  Four  milhon^  of  coines  to  those 
which  had  been  previously  printed.  Even  supposinff— -what 
we  know  cannot  be  the  fact — ^thi^t  tiiese,  and  every  Bible  and 
Testament  on  earth,  with  all  that  have  been  eyer  printed,  are 
atill  preserved,  and  possessed  by  profesring  Chnstians,  and 
tkat  we  allow  five^mviduak  to  a  faanily,-HDO  fewer  than  Nine 

*  Baa  Oragory't  Di^onaiy  of  Arte  and  Scim^Mb  artida  •*  Population  {"  and. 


•  ykmet 


9B  BRITMH  AND^VORSIGN  BIBli»90ClSTY.    '   (cBA^.  !•  * 

i'  J  .  ...... 

Impression  made  on  the  Jews  in  Poland.— Colony  of  Canute  Jews  at  TnSkL 

a  wide  door  is  opened  for  dmilating  the  holy  scriptures  of  both  the  Old  ami 
Kew  Testament,  among  the  numerous  Jews  inhabiting  those  countries; 
many  of  whom,  in  the  present  day,  seem  well  inclined  towards  Christianity. ' 
According  to  the  calculation  of  his  Excdlency  M.  Novosibsoff,  the  number 
of  Jews  under  the  Russian  sceptre  is  upwards  of  two  millions,  of  whom  aboot 
400,000  are  fimnd  in  the  present  kingdom  of  Poland.  Such  of  the  twenty 
copies  of  the  two  iBrst  gospels,  in  Hebrewi  which  I  brought  with  me  from 
Berlin,  as  I  presented  to  Jews,  were  always  received  with  joy ;  and  I  am 
fUlly  of  opinion,  that  the  Teiy  circumstance  of  their  being  in.  the  Hebrew 
language  will  gain  them  an  attentive  perusal  among  the  learned  Jewft  in 
evexy  countiy,  where  no  writings  on  the  subject  of  Christianity,  in  any  other 
ftrm,  would  be  attended  to.  Be&re  my  leaving  Moghiley,  the  Jews  in  that 
city  had  sent  in  500  rubles,  to  promote  the  object  of  the  White-Eussian 
Bible  Society.'*»7%irfMii/A  Report:  ^tppendv,  p.  117. 

**  Among  the  information  collected  by  Mr.  Pinkerton,  in  the  course  of  his 
journey,  that  relating  to  the  disposition  of  many  of  the  Jews  to  receive  the 
Hew  Testament  is  purticulavly  interesting.  The  late  wars  and  commotions 
OB  the  earth,  with  the  present  wonderfiil  exeitions  to  spread  the  holy  scrip- 
tiwes  amo^  all  nations,  see^  to  have  made  a  deep  impression  on  the  mmds 
of  many  of  that  people.  Your  Comipittee,  most  anxious  to  gratify  every 
such  disposition,  have  procured  from  the  Society  for  promoting  Christianity 
Mmonf  the  Jews,  copies  of  the  Gospels  and  AcU  in  Hebrew,  and  despatched 
sappluM  to  the  Russian,  Polish,  and  Frank&rt  Bibto  Societies.*'^/M.  i^ 

.  From  the  same,  dated  ''  Polangen,  July  1818: *•— 

**  In  the  suburbs  of  the  ancient  town  of  Troki,  I  paid  a  Visit  to  a  colony  of 
Canote  Jews,  who  have  inhabited  this  delightful  spot  for  several  centuries 
past  On  entering  the  house  of  the  chief  rabbi,  I  saluted  him  in  Tartar,  and, 
to  my  astonishment,  was  answered  in  the  same  lanffuafle.  None  of  them 
could  ^Wfk  Jewish  German,  the  commop  limgyage  of  aU  the  Polish  Jews. 
I  inquired,  whence  they  originally  were :  the.  answer  was ;  *  From  the. 
Crimea  ;*4that  they  and  their  ancestors  have  resided  in  Troki  for  nearly  four' 
hiindred  years,  and  that  they  possess  very  distinguished  pnvikgea  from  the 
ancient  dukes  of  Lithuania  and  kings  of  Pohmd. ' 

*«  I  asked  them,  whether  they  still  had  intercourse  with  theur  brethren  in 
BscfaoufidtKale.  Theyreplied,that  they  not  only  vimted  them,  but  also  were 
▼uited  by  them.  The  Tartar  hmguage  is  still  the  only  one  spoken  in  thehr 
fiuttilies,  though  most  of  the  men  could- speik  both  the  Russian  and  Polish. 
They  are  neither  dressed  like  their  brethren  in  the  Crimea,  who  have 
retained  the  Tartar  costume,  nor  like  the  Polish  Jews,  whose  dress  is  pecu. 
liar  to  themselves,  but  like  the  conmion  Poles  and  Russians.  The  number 
«rthe  Canutes  in  Traki  is  about  160  souls. 

**  Before  I  had  finished  my  inquiries  rdative  to  these  particulars,  the 
liouse  of  the  middle-aged  rabbi  was  filled  with  his  brethren,  who  were  all 
anxious  to  know  who  the  stranger  was,  and  what  he  wanted.  Our  amversa* 
t|on  then  turned  uym  the  signs  of  the  times,  and  the  coming  of  the 
Mbssiah,  and  ksted  upwards  of  an  hour  and  a  half.  I  stated  the  truth  to 
them  as  clearly  and  as  forcibly  as  I  could.  The  rabbi  defended  his  poation— 
that  the  Messiah  was  still  to  come,  with  the  Old  Testament  in  his  hand; 
but  having  no  Tahnudic  interpretations  to  BCteen  hfanself  behind,  he  waa 
won  gre$tlY  at  a  loss.  The  people  in  the  mean  time  were  all  attention  ^ 
they  had  never  heard  such  discourse  before.  The  rabbi  was  at  last  so 
mu<ai  touched  witii  what  was  said,  that  he  changed  colour,  and  turned  aside- 
^natlicr  of  his  bretbrePy  a  mer^^Mmt,  then  csme  forwarf,  snO,  witb  ooiu 
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joj  and  gntitade  visible  on neceiTing  the  Hebteir  Testament 

■iSerable  direwdnen,  attempted  to  defend  the  cause,  in  the  Tiew  of  the 
people,  who  were  now  muttering  to  each  other,  and  anxious  to  know  how 
all  this  would  end.  Having  proved  to  him,  also,  that  the  Messiah  must 
needs  have  come,  I  spoke  of  the  purity  and  spirituality  of  the  Qospel,  and 
of  that  eternal  life  which  is  revealed  in  the  doctrines  which  Chbist  taught. 
The  penchant,  I  found,  had  read  the  Polish  Testament  with  constderable 
attention.  The  rabbi  stood  like  one  confounded :  I  never  saw  any  indi* 
vidual  in  such  a  state  before.  I  asked  them,  whether  they  had  ever  read 
the  doctrines  of  Chaist  and  his  Apostles  in  Hebrew.  The  question  seemed 
to  rouse  their  curiosity  to  the  extreme.  They  replied, 'that  they  had 
heard  that  such  a  thing  existed,  but  that  they  had  never  seen  the 
Hebrew  Testament.  I  then  inquired,  whether  they  desired  to  see  it 
They  aU  replied,  that  tiiey  would  be  very  liappy  should  they  get  a  copy  of 
it.  By  this  time,  my  caleshe,  and  servant,  with  fresh  horses,  were  before 
the  door.  I  took  out  five  copies  of  the  Hebrew  Testament,  and  presented 
the  xabbi  with  the  first.  He  seemed  to  get  new  animation  at  the  sight  of 
it,  accepted  it  most  wHUngly,  embraced,  and  thanked  me  £ar.  it.  I  then' 
gave  a  copy  to  the  merchant,  who  seemed  no  less  oveijoyed,  and  waa  waim 
in  his  expressions  of  gra^tude.  Now  the  difficulty  was,  how  to  distribute 
the  remaining  three.  All  hands  were  stretdied  out,  and  eveiy  one  cried, 
*  Oh,  let  me  have  one  also  I*  I  was  greatly  embamssed.  An  interesting 
y6ung  man  stood  near  me ;  several  times  he  stretched  out  his  hand,  as  St 
eagerly  desiring  to  grasp  the  thiid  copy,  which  I  held  in  my  hand,    and  m 


often  he  abruptly  drew  it  back  again.  I  read  in  his  countenance  a  strong 
combat  in  his  feelings  between  civility  and  deaira  To  him  I  gave  the 
third.  His  countenance  now  shone  with  gratification  and  joy,  and  all  pre. 
■ent  loudly  approved  the  act  A  fimrth  and  a  fifUi  I  bestowed  on  two  o&er 
of  these  interesting  people.  They  all  commenced  reading  with  great 
avidity ;  and,  before  I  left  them,  gave  me  proofe  of  their  understanding  well 
what  they  read.  I  told  them,  tluit  I  hoped  in  a  abort  time  to  bear  of  their 
having  formed  themselves  into  a  community  of  believers  in  the  Lord  Jesus, 
founded  on  the  glorious  truths  of  that  blened  volume  which  I  had  just  put 
into  their  hands.  Amid  loud  expressions  of  gratitude  and  wonder,  I  left 
the  house  of  the  rabbi,  took  fiueweU  of  this  tnily  interesting  little  people, 
and  proceeded  on  my  journey.  The  merchant  did  not  part  with  me,  how- 
ever, so  soon :  he  walked  with  me  upwards  of  a  verst  up  the  border  of  the 
beautiful  lake,  whose  surfece,  with  tiie  charming  surrounding  scenery,  waa 
gilded  with  the  rays  of  the  evening  sun.  He  put  many  questions  to  me 
respecting  the  signs  of  the  times,  and  the  spread  of  the  Gosjiel ;  and  left 
me  with  these  words :  ^  I  believe  that  some  important  crisis  with  our 
perale  is  at  hand ;  what  it  is,  I  cannot  now  say, — God  will  direct  alL* 

^  In  Rosiena,  many  of  the  Jews  came  to  me,  and  b^sged  for  Hebrew 
Testaments ;  some  of  them  with  money  in  their  hands,  iwas  able  to  spare 
five  copoes  <Hily.*'— Ft/tcciilA  JRqwi  t  Jjfpendix,  p.hiHseq. 

From  the  same,  dated  "  Memel,  July  1818  :**— 

**"  Since  I  entered  the  government  of  Witepsk,  not  a  great  distance  from 
Polotsk,  I  have  distributed  about  seventy  copies  of  the  Hebrew  Scriptuies 
among  the  Jews.  X  could  have  given  away  many  hundred  copies  more,  had 
I  possessed  them.  The  niunber  of  those  Jews  who  are  capable  of  under- 
standing  the  Hebrew  Testament,  particularly. about  Witepsk,  Orsha,  Sklofi^, 
Kinsk,  and  MHlna,  is  &r  greater  than  I  formerly  believed  $  and  thero 
seems  to  be  a  general  readiness  among  them  to  accept  of  it— an  impelling 
curiosity  to  read  the  doctrines  of  Chbist  and  his  Aposties  in  the  Hebrew 
language.    Thii  circumstance  ought  surely  to  encourage  us  to  put  the  New 
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Teftament  into  the  hands  of  that  people.  What  xcgards  the  convernon  if 
the  Jews  as  a  nadon,  is  a  subject  with  which  we  have  but  little  to  do ;  but^ 
is  a  Bible  Society,  let  us  striye  to  leayen  the  whole  Jewish  nation  wilii  the 
leaven  of  the  GoqieL  This  is  our  dutj:— this  we  axe  encouraged  to  do 
from  the  present  circumstances  of  that  people^  and  the  promises  of  God, 
wliich  assure  us  that  our  labour  shall  not  be  invam.  The  Hebrew 
Testament  will  be  read  by  them  ;«-the  trial  has  already  been  made.  The 
Jews  in  Bussia  and  Pohmd  have  never,  until  now,  had  an  opportunity  qf 
knowing  what  Christianity  is.  One  of  them,  in  the  town  of  Borisofi^  who 
had  been  in  possession  of  a  Hebrew  Testament  for  some  months  before  I 
«ame  that  way,  told  me,  that  'neither  they  nor  Uieir  fi^thers  had  ever 
xead  those  things  beforei"— -/U^  j^^Hteq. 

From  the  Rev.  Leander  Van  Ess,  dated  ''  Marburg,  June 
1818:"— 

^  My  churdi  is  ftequented  by  many  Jews,  and  numben  of  them  u» 
ftnd  of  reading  my  New  Testament.**— iM.  ]^  19& 

From  the  same,  dated  "  Wfldbad,  July  1819  :"— 

**  I  have  still  one  request  to  make ;  and  that  is,  that  your  Committee^ 
would  kindly  supply  me  with  a  number  of  copes  of  the  Hebrew  New  Tee* 
lament :  I  am  frequently  applied  to  for  them  by  Jews  from  various  places. 
Though  this  nation  is  brought  with  great  difficulty  to  believe  in  the 
HssBXAH  as  already  appeared,  yet  the  reading  of  the  New  Testament  pxob* 
duces  thonghtflilness  and  a  better  dispositioii  of  mind  in  theuk  I  have 
often  had  an  opportunity  of  observing  thisi  for  in  many  Jewish  fiunilies  th^ 
Hebrew  New  Testament  Is  read  with  the  greatest  attention,  and  the  pes* 
ssges  which  refer  to  the  prophecies  concerning  the  Mkbstsh  aie  immediatd^ 
compared.**— 5t»f««filA  Report  i  JfpwmMxy  p.  157- 

^  Even  among  the  Jews  the  same  spirit  seema  to  be  moving;  and  tlMS 
dawn  of  a  bright  day  begins  to  shed  its  revivii^  l^lht.  It  hss  been  obserred, 
that  manv  (tf  the  mechanics,  who  formerly  used  to  riot  and  speit  away  their 
time  in  their  lodgings,  are  now  employed  in  reading  the  Testament  in  seme 
retired  spot**— /6idL  p,  97. 

From  a  correspondent  in  Germany,  dated  **  Feb.  1818  C^^^ 

^  We  likewise  have'  profited  by  opposition.  From  evei^  quarter,  appH^ 
cations  are  making  for  Bibles.  People  are  dearous  to  know  what  may  be 
contained  in  the  fo]4>idden  book,  and  many  are  made  acquainted  with  it 
through  their  curiosity.  The  Jews  likewise  request  copies,  and  we  ha^e 
dispersed  to  them  upwards  of  fifteen.  A  rabbi,  whose  attention  I  directed 
to  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount,  causing  him  to  observe  the  mater  purity  of 
Che  moral  precepts  contained  in  it,  in  comparison  with  the  letter  of  the  Old 
Testament,  ran  joyfiilly  away,  holding  his  finger  upon  t^e  chapter,  fiill  of 
^eal  to  communicate  this  discovery  to  his  djiciples.  May  the  I#OEd  tiless 
Che  scattered  seed  l*'— AAm/A4k  Exiraets,  Abu  9. 

^'  The  Emperor  Alexander  has  emjdoyed  a  converted  Jew  to  visit  th^ 
Jews  in  his  dominions,  to  converse  with  them  on  religion,  and  to  distribute 
amonff  them  Hebrew  Testaments.  In  a  letter  received  from  him  by  the 
Bev.  F«  Treschow,  he  stotes,  that  he  had  been  visited  by  several  thousands 
of  Jews;  that  at  Bodonov,  the  rabbles  and  several  Jews  expressed  them^ 
selves  as  quite  astonished  at  the  contents  of  the  New  Testament:  at  Grodno, 
numbers  came  to  his  lodging,  anxious  to  obtain  books  $  and  declaring,  that 
the  truth  contained  in  theNew  Testament  would  by  99  means  l^ad  the  Jewjs 
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airay  from  the  God  of  their  &ther8,  but  that  it  tends  to  awdEen  liie  hent' 
16  ioye  and  serve  God. — ^Many  young  men  at  "^IHlna  came  to  Mr.  Morits» 
'  and  stated,  that  they  were  convinced,  from  reading  the  New  Testament,  that 
Christ  is  the  true  Messiah^  and  that  they  were  inclined  to  embraot 
Christianity. 

^  At  Mitsu,  so  great  was  the  desiie  to  possess  the  Hebrew  New  Testiu 
ifients,  that  some  of  the  Jews  offered  to  contribute  to  the  printing  of  them,  if 
Mr.  M.  would  let  them  be  printed  in  that  town. 

'  **  In  a  tour  lately  made  for  the  purpose  of  inquiry,  in  Rusda,  Pdand,  fte. 
by  the  Hev.  L.  Way,  and  the  Btev.  B.  K.  Solomon,  it  was  observed  that 
aiost  of  the  Jewish  rabbics  aoc»ted  copies  of  the  Hebrew  New  Testament. 
The  Jewish  people  in  genenl  dttcoversd  not  merely  a  wUHagmagj  but  at 
tfsurit^to  possess  acopf.  In  a  letter  dated  from  P<Jand,  Mr.  Solomon  writes»— 
**  I  am  happy  to  tell  you,  that  what  we  have  witneawd  amongst  the  JewSy 
during  oar  abode  in  Poland,  has  exceeded  all  my  expectations,  and  in  sdbm 
instances  quite  overwhehned  me  with  astonidiment  Their  eld  pv^fudieui 
against  the  vefy  name  of  Jbsos,  which  have  so  long  darkened  their  minds» 
and  have  been  abar  against  all  inquixy  and  reasoning,  are  now  marveUoualy 
dispersed,  and  they  ase  inrJined  and  even  desirous  to  spesk  sbctat  the 
Ghcistian  religion  with  every  possible  freedom.  It  was  truly  pleasing  to  see 
the  avidity  with  which  they  received  the  Hebrew  Testament  from  oiur 
iianda,  and  the  thirst  which  they  uhifimnly  mani&sted  to  know  its  contentk 
Wherever  one  was  j;ranted  them,  numbers  of  Jews  were  immediately  after 
aeen  in  the  streets  jn  rings,  and  one  of  them  reading  it  aloud;  Whm  .we 
zemained  awhile,  they  used  to  surround  me  in  the  market-pkoes,  or  come  to 
the  iim  in  numbers,  asking  explanations  of  some  passages,  or  making  db> 
jections  to  others.  All  were  patient  Ibr  an  ansMr ;  and  whilst  sometunes  a 
person  stood  up  sgainst  it,  others  at  the  same  tune  heard  gladly,  and  even 
makiiiested  Joy  in  their  countenances  at  what  I  had  to  say  to  them  of  Chust^ 
and  his  ffmpeL**^£leveMih  mmd  7W«{/2A  lUfmrts  ^  lAe  Xsnrfm  89eiat$  Jmt 
ft^maUmg  CkriMiioMUif  aimomg  the  Jews, 

.    S.  Frotn  the  Rev.  Dr.  Pftterson,  dated  **  St  Petenlmrr. 
jrtdy  1819:-— 

^  The  Jews,  in  Siberia,  begin  tomaniifest  their  zeal  finr  the  Bible  Society; 
have  collected  money,  ttid  request  to  have  Bibles." 

From  the  Rev.  James  Comior,  dated  ^^  AleppOj  April 
1820:-— 

**  i  had  only  two  Hebrew  Bibles,  which  were  immediately  sold;  and  if  I 
W  liad  a  iiundred  of  them,  I  could  have  parted  with  them  easily.  Several 
J6wa  Cidkil'on  the,  to  inquire  if  t  had  the  Scriptures  in  Arabic,  but  in  tl^e 
Hebaew  dwracter;  they  told  me  thsit  such  an  efithm  would  liaTe  a  |r8at 
ssleamoi^tiie  Jews  in  Syria:  this  is  worthy  lltt  considenAidn  of  the  Goia* 
pittee  of  the  9ible  Sodel^."— ilfJinSMify  BegUi0r  for  Sq/tmrnUr^  18S0. 

4.  From  a  Minister  at  Sarinam,  dieted  ^  Paramaribo^ 
F«bniary  ISIS:^ 

^  The  whole  Bibles  sre  in  greater  re^msition  than  the  Kew  Testament^ 
which  chiefly  arises  from  the  great  esgemess  of  the  Jesrs,  who  are  very  nu^ 
laenms  in  this  colonjr,  to  obtain  possession  of  the  Old  Testament  in  the 
Bnteh  language.    They  use  tfaaHebnvho^lUligBialhnriVBSBogufli^.aoi 
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their  children  are  taught  in  the  schools  to  read  that  language,  but  merelj  to 
enable  them  to  join  in  the  prajeis  and  peahns  that  ore  uwd  in  the  synagoguev 
Host  of  them  read  Hebrew,  but  thej  do  not  understand  it. 

^  The  Committee  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  have  there- 
lore  rendered  an  essential  service  to  the  Jewish  people  in  this  place,  by 
■endii^  JO  laige  a  number  of  Dutch  Bibles ;  for,  by  this  means,  the  young 
people,  among  the  Jews,  may  become  acquainted  with  the  true  history  of 
their  ancestors,  and  read  the  Commandments  of  God  in  a  language  that  is 
intelligible  to  them.  Most  of  the  Bibles  which  I  have  sold  have  been  pur. 
chased  by  Jews.*'— JFIev«iKA  Report :  jfppMdu^  /Vo.  lxxiv. 
.-  ^  The  Committee  establirii^  at  Surinam  have  directed  their  exertaont 
•^eoally  towards  the  Jewish  popuktion,  with  so  much  success,  that  many 
among  them  evince  a  true  desire  to  read  the  word  of  God.  A  considerablie 
tkumber  of  Hebrew  Bibles,  and  not  a  few  Hebrew  New  Testaments,  have 
been  eagerly  received,  and  a  zeal  and  desire  axe  disooveired  amoQg  the  d^ 
aoendants  of  Abraham  in  that  colony,  scarcely  to  be  met  with  in  Europe.** 

Sweieemik  Rtporit  4rpmduPiP.  TT, 

**  New  ifthefcM  of  them  he  the  riches  of  the  uwld,  and 
ike  diminishing  of  them  the  riches  of  the  Gentiles  ;  how  much 
more  their  fulness  f  For  if  the  casting  away  of  thfm  be  the 
reconciUfie  of  the  worlds  what  shall  the  receiving  of  them  h^ 
but  life  from  the  dead  f — ^Romans,  xl  19—15. 

«ECTION  XIL 

ON  THE  RESULTS  OF  THE  SYSTEM  OF  THE  BRITISH  AND  FOREIGN 
BIBLE  SOCIETY. 

1.  The  Annual  Reports  of  the  Parent  Institudon,  and  llie 
liinunous  compendhim  of  those  reports  contained  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  society  by  its  clerical  secretary,  supply  much  of 
that  information  which  naturally  falls,  under  ttus  division  of 
the  chapter;  yet  a  succinct  review  of  the  effects  produced^  and 
of  many  collateral  advantages  which  have  been  but  s%htly 
adverted  to  in  those  valuaUe  records,  seems  to  be  neceswrilv 
involved  in  a  work  of  this  nature.  It  is  by  the  effects  which 
it  has  produced,  that  the  system  now  under  consideration  will 
be  appreciated  by  posterity ;  and  it  is  by  those  effects  that 
many  of  our  cotemporaries  will  be  induced  to  adopt  it  In 
thisy  as  in  the  preceding  parts  of  the  work,  the  author  feels 
himself  justified  in  fortifying  his  own  opinions  by  those  of 
many  estimable  individuals,  and  by  adding  th<eur  observations 
.to  the  result  of  hi^  own  experience.. 

Without  attempting  to  define,  with  accuracy,  that  line 
which  separates  the  di^ct  benefits  of  the  Bible  Society,  firom 
those  which  may  be  termed  collateral,  it  will  be  suflicientto 
contider  both,  in  tiiat  order  wherein  they  appeal:  to  have  fd* 
lowed  th^  progress  of  the  Institution. 


sic^r.  u^]  RISULT8  OF  THE  (nmstf*  '8S 

FSist  fupply«f  Bibles  in  Wake;— InaeMed  regad  ibr  the  SaripliirM. 

SL  An  incieased  regard  and  reverence  for  the  holy  scrip- 
turesy  and  a  desire  for  their  possession,  appear  to  have  been 
among  the  first  effects  produced  both  in  our  own  country  and 
in  foreign  nations. 

**  The  jMitial  dirtributioii  of  Eoglish  Bibles  and  Testunents  bad  already 
(1810)  produced  a  rery  discernible  effect :  it  had  awakened  an  attention  to 
the  8ub|ect,  which  appeared  to  be  increasing;  and  many  were  now  seen  to 
maniftat  a  dedre  lor  a  Bibfe,  who  had  hitherto  been  inaosible  of  its  tsIim^ 
or  even  ignorant  of  its  cdhtentSi*'  * 

The  following  account  of  the  manner  in  which  the  first 
supply  of  Testaments  was  received  in  Wales — a  country 
which  may  be  termed  the  birth-place  of  the  Society- — ^is  given 
on  the  authority  of  '^  an  eye-witness  :"— 

**  When  the  arrival  of  the  cart  waa  announced,  which  carried  the  flxat 
sacred  load,  the  Welsh  peasants  went  out  in  crowds  to  meet  it ;  welcomed 
it  as  the  Israelites  did  the  ark  of  old ;  drew  it  into  the  town ;  and  eagerij 
ben  off  every  copj,  as  rapidlj  as  the^r  could  be  &persed.  The  young 
peopfe  were  to  be  seen  consuming  the  whole  ni^in  readiiw  it*  Labouren 
carried  it  wi^  them  to  the  field,  that  they  might  ei\joy  it  ouxing  the  inter- 
vals of  their  labour,  and  lose  no  opportunity  of  becoming  acquainted  witik 
its  sacred  truths."— Olfii^i^  OStervtr  /tr  Jufy^  18Ja 

In  America,  a  similar  disposition  was  manifested,  as 
appears  by  the  following  declaration  of  the  Committees  of 
the  Connecticut  and  NeW-York  Bible, Societies:-^ 

^  Never  was  the  entrance  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven  so  widely  opened  to 
'  mankind  as  it  now  is.  Never  were  the  importance'  and  the  encouragement 
of  opening  it  stiU  wider,  more  manifest  The  disposition  of  men  to  receive 
the  word  of  God  is^  in  many  places,  scarcely  less  indicative  of  a  divine 
hand,  than  the  corresponding  ^podition  to  communicate  it.  Both  tqgethfr 
intimate  the  near  approach  of  the  happy  period  when  the  knowledge  of  the 
LoBD  shaU  fill  the  earth.*'t 

^  A  taste  fixr  reading-  the  Scriptures  is  rapidly  extending ;  and  we  trust 
and  bdieve,  that  pure  rdi^on  is  now  taking  hold  of  the  hearts  of  the  people 
in  this  country,  in  a  manner  belbie  unheard  of;  and  our  €3iristian  brethnta 
of  yoor  ooimtiy  may  rest  assured,  that  our  hearts  are  with  them  in  all  thnr 
efforts  to  diffuse  throu^iout  the  world  the  light  of  the  Gospd.  Itiaa 
piflMing  reflection,  that  600  miles  in  the  interior  of  our  country,  where 
fifteen  years  sgo  the  foot  of  dvilized  man  had  never  trod,  you  now  find 
villages,  chvrdies,  Bible  Societies,  and  what  is  still  more  cheering,  rsal 

JIJS^"$ 

3.  That  the  extension  of  the  Redeemer's  kingdom,  as 
manifested.in  the  progress  of  ^*  righteousness  and  true  holiness,** 
has  borne  some  proportion  to  the  increased  circulation  of  the 
holy  scriptures,  the  Christian  will  readily  believe ;  while  he 

•  Owen's  History^  VoL  11.  p.  179. 

t  TwellUaUpoit  of.tbe  Brittsb  and  Foreign  Bible  Soeisty;  i^ipendii^  p,44^ 

i  Ibid.p.Jl. 
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fejoioe^  in  every  renewed  confinnation  of  his  fidth  in  die 
promises  of  God.  The  following  instances,  selected  from  a 
■Miltitwde  of  similar  testimonies^  wOl  gratify  the  reader : — 

^  Three  hundred  and  fifty  Bibles  have  been  pLaoed  in  the  wcnkhouee; 
sad  it  is  most  pleaaiaf  to  listen  to  tibe  religioua  stnina  which  now  xeseund 
thsQUgh  the  vast  wards  of  this  institution,  and  to  hear  those,  who  isnoeAy 
weea  a  diigncefiil  labble,  prodaiming  the  praise  of  the  ALMxaHTT.  What 
-may  not  the  BiUe  effect,  when  accompanied  with  power  fin>m  on  hif^  1*"  * 

^  All  good  men  will  certainly  rejoice,  wherever  and  by  whomsoever  good 
Is  done ;  partScAUurly  if  the  effect  be  to  glorify  the  word  and  the  name  of 
Cbribt  !  and  this  is  surely  the  case  now,  when  such  earnest  seal  is  displayed 
to  make  known  his  great  salvation,  and  proclaim  his  infinite  merits.    This 

'  gntefiil  joy  will  be  much  heightened,  by  the  pleasing  intelligence  which  I 
have  to  communicate ;  and  whuh  is  the  result,  not  only  of  my  own  observa- 
tions, but  also  of  an  estenmve  correspondence  ;->-that  the  dissemination  of 
the  holy  scriptures  is  attended  with  a  signal  bleaing,  both  among  our  Catholic 
and  our  Protestant  brethren,  whose  hearts  have  been  drawn  to  the  Googf 

.  the  Bible  by  the  perusal  of  his  holy  word.**  f 

4.  A  greater  regard  for  tbe  sabbath,  and  more  general  and 
regular  attendance  on  divine  worship,  was  ano£er  and  an 
early  result  of  the  society's  labours,  and  an  evidence  that  they 
were  not  in  vain*  From  amoog  numerous  testimonies  to  this 
effibcty  die  following  is  selected,  as  coming  from  a  clergyman 
resident  on  a  spot  long  proverbial  for  the  profligacy  and 
irreligion  of  its  inhabitants,  among  whom  his  ministerial 
'  duties  have  been  discharged  with  exemplary  diligence  and 
mccess:— 

^  On  the  arrival  of  your  valuable  present  of  Bibles  and  Testaments,  I 
was  surrounded  by  so  many  earnest  applicants,  that  in  nx  days  tf/l  the 
Bibles  were  disposed  ofl  The  price  put  upon  them  appeared  to  enhance 
their  value ;  and  so  anxious  were  the  poor  to  have  them,  that  many  borrowed 
the  money  through  fear  of  losing  the  o|^rtunityv— *  Thank  God !  I  have  at 
last  got  a  Bible,*  was  thdr  heartfelt  exclamation.  They  considered  it  a 
Messmgand  a  treasure.  The  effects  already  excited  by  the  circulation  ef  the 
Seripturas  among  us,  have  been  very  oonqncuous.  I  have  unexpectedly  found 
aevonl  individuals  with  their  Bibles  before  them.  A  comparatively  very  fiiU 
attendance  at  public  worship  appears  to  have  been  already  produced  l^  the 
powerftil  word  of  God  ;  and  an  accession  of  eighteen  communicanis,  diews 
an  interest  and  emulation  to  partake  of  that  happiness  which  a  coofemuty 
with  the  precepts  of  Chbist  alone  can  inspire  and  secure."  $ 

That  similar  effects  have  been  produced,  in  places  still 
more  unfavourable  to  the  reception  of  divine  txuth,  the  follow- 
ing is  a  striking  evidence  :^^ 

*  Report  of  the  Hoom  Auxiliary  Bible  Sociely,  in  connexion  with  the 
Netherlands  Bible  Society. 

t  Letter  from  the  Rer.  Leander  Van  Esi,  ^oted  by  Owen,  JVoI.  Iir.  p.  455. 

f  Letter  from  the  R«v.  P.  M.  Proctor,  Newknd,  Fortstof  Dean.— Sdcood 
Report  of  Bristol  Auxiliary  Bible  Society. 


and  in  CflytoiL**'^^-*OMveiM»ni  toClarhtiMBlJir  inlndau 

.  ^  The  JBteodttction  of  the  Setijikuves  among  thepiiacmen  in  thejafla  (df 
Ceylon),  throi]^  the  in^tnimentaUtf  of  the  Wealeyan  MiiwimiBraea,  has 
be^  attended  with  the  happiest  success.  When  Mr.  Ljnch  first  visited  the 
jail  of  Jaffna,  he  found  only  two  of  the  prisoners  who  could  read ;  and  he 
gacve  to  each  a  Testament,  which  they  promised  to  read  to  their  fellow, 
'prisonen.  In  the  cotnse  of  a  short  time,  one  Of  them  had  read  the  whde  Ito 
aermk  who  wese  amnous  to  hear  it.  llie  jailor  zepoitcdy  that  aiiaoe  this 
humane  attention  had  been  shewn  to  the  piisoners,  the  prison  was  no  loqger 
disturbed  with  the  same  drunken  noise,  and  gambling,  which  before  too 
frequently  prevailed.  A  simihu:  reform  is  stated  to  have  follQw;ed  the  em- 
ployment  or  the  same  means  among  the  prisoners  in  the  jail  at  Point  iSe 
Gailew  This  re&rm  was  characteriaed,  among  other  things,  by  a  particalar 
respect  foir  the  sabbath.  *  They  were  formerly,'  observes  the  relater,  Mn 
the  habit  of  cleansing  out  the  jaol  on  Sunday  morning;  but  now  they  wo^t 
alter  thdr  usual  hour  on  Saturday  evening,  to  avoid  breaking  the  fourth  conv> 
mandment'  Such  results,  while  they  evince  the  power  of  the  divine  wojil 
«ttd  that  under  very  un&vourable  circumstances,  demonstrate,  at  the  same 
.time,  the  seasonableness  and  utility  of  Ihoee  exertions,  >y  which  its  disse* 
minajdon  is  promoted." — Fmrieenih  Bepart,  jn.  68. 

5.  Nor  were  these  happy  effects  confined  to  the  Christian 
world: 

^  Evidences  appeared  of  numerous  eonvenions  having  taken  pbee,  wlAoctt 
the  intervention  of  any  other  means  than  the  uncommented  and  vm&t^ 
pounded  text  of  the  holy  scriptures.  These  gratifying  inataaces  eno 
&e  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  to  proceed  in  its  career,  by  jo 
the  belief  upon  which  it  has  uniformly  acted,  that,  *  ike  word  0/OOD 
prove  to  be  *  ipuek  amd  powerfki^*  and  the  instrument  of  *  himuig  mmm^fnm 
4arkMtt  i9  Ugktf  amdfrom  the  fewer  ef  Sedan  unie  Gon.*  " 

From  among  numerous  instances  wUch  establish  the  iru£k 
of  this  sentiment^  the  following  is  selected^  in  addition  to  those 
already  introduced  in  the  preceding  Sections : — 

**  Dr.  Carey  speaks  of  the  Missionaries  at  Serampore  being  indebted  fyt 
two  of  their  '  most  active  and  useful  native  preachers,'  as  well  as  several 
other  brethren,  *"  to  a  New  Testament  left  at  a  shop;*  and  for  two  other 
members  of  their  body,  to  the  impression  made  *  by  reading  an  English 
Testament.'  But  a  still  more  extraordinary  fiurt  was,  that,  early  in  IS  I S^ 
several  Brahmins  and  persons  of  high  caste,  not  many  xniles  Gmm.  Serampore, 
obtained  the  knowledge  of  tiie  truth,  and  met  for  Christian  worship  on 
the  Loan's  day,  before  they  had  any  intercourse  with  the  Missionaries, 
sia^  ly  readmg  ike  Seripturee.  *"  These,'  adds  Dr.  Carey,  '  were  soon 
afterwaids  baptized ;  and  reported,  Ihat,  by  the  same  means,  as  many  as  a 
hundred  of  their  neighbours  were  convinoied  of  the  truth  of  the  Christian 
religion,  and  were  kept  back  &om  {vofessing  It,  only  by  the  fear  of  losing 
caste,  and  its  consequences.' "  * 

6.  So  numerous  and  important  have  heen  the  advantages 
derived  from  the  estahlishment  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bibte 

*  amends  Hiitwy:  Vol.  II.  p.  454  et  teq.  In  the  «  Eptscopal  Teatimoniai,  ? 
Appendix,  190..III.  the  reader  wiU  find  this  lentimeot,  in  fiivour  of  the^suffdciicf 
of  die  holy  icriptttrcs)  confirmed  and  enforced  by  the  late  able  and  learned  Bishop 
HoTdey. 
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ChrifltUn  usofin  and  charity  promoted. 

Society^  thiat  it  has  become  the  subject  of  common  inquir]^ 
why  a  design  so  simple  in  its  nature,  so  practicable  in  its 
details,  and  so  beneficial  in  its  effects,  was  not  sooner  devised 
and  executed.  Without  entering,  at  present,  into  this  ques* 
tion,  it  may  be  sufficient  to  observe,  that  the  period  at  which 
iiie  society  was  instituted  appears  to  have  been  peculiarly 
auspicious,  and  of  his  appointment  '*  who  worketh  all  things 
after  the  counsel  of  his  own  mtV  The  minds  of  men  were 
prepared  in  a  remarkable  manner  for  this  event ;  and  the  Bible 
Society  soon  became  a  '*  central  point  of  union  for  individuals^ 
and  societies  animated  with  the  same  spirit,  however  variously 
circumstanced  or  widely  dispersed.  Like  a  city  set  on  a  hm, 
it  speedily  became  conspicuous ;  and  the  rays  of  light  whidi 
have  flowed  from  it,  have  been  reflected  with  un£miiiished 
lustre.**  Adverting  to  this  happy  result  of  their  associatioiY^ 
the  Committee,  in  their. Ninth  Report,  dius  express  their 


**'  Anudst  the  various  pleafling  aspects  under  which  the  British  and  Foreign. 
]Kble  Sodetj  majr  he  viewed,  there  is  none  mote  gratifying  to  the  fiselings 
than  the  contemjJation  of  it  as  a  point  of  union  among  Christians  in  all  parts 
of  the  world ;  a  union  of  spirit  and  co-operation  for  promoting  the  gUnrj  of 
Ooi>  and  the  dearest  interests  of  his  creatures;  a  union  of  feelings  and 
aflfections  inspized  and  fostered  hj  the  holy  hock  which  it  circulate;  a 
union  which  national  hostilitj  has  not  heen  permitted  to  extinguish,  and 
which  cannot  be  bettor  described,  than  in  the  emphatical  words  of  the  venc^ 
Table  Bishop  of  Zealand,-^*  A  fraternal  union,  founded  on  the  bond  of  our 
holy  religion.'  »• 

Never  did  the  author  witness  a  finer  illustration  of  this 
principle  of  mutual  charity  and  peace,  than  on  the  17th  of 
December  1812,  on  an  occasion  which  is  thus  commemorated 
bv  his  valued  friend,  from  whose  volumes  he  has  already  so 
liberally  borrowed  :— 

**  The  union  of  men  in  the  support  and  recommendation  of  the  British 
and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  whose  political  sentiments  were  diametrically 
opposed  to  each  other,  had,  bj  the  frequency  of  its  occurrence,  become,  ia 
a  manner,  fimiiliar  to  the  friends  of  the  institution.  But  ererj  former 
triumph  of  this  description  was  lost  in  the  splendour  of  that  which  was  ex- 
hibited  at  the  Westminster  Meeting,  when  Lord  Castlereagfa  and  the  Ute 
Samuel  Whitbread,  Esq.  were  seen  personally  united  in  recommending  the 
formation  of  the  Westminster  Auxiliary  Bible  Society,  and  respectively 
moving  and  seconding  the  resolutions  by  which  it  was  to  be  established.**  * 

*'  On  this  incident,**  he  adds,  ''*'  so  honorable  to  the  living  fione  of  one 
of  these  characters,  and  the  respected  memory  of  the  other,  the  penof  •» 
celebrated  female  writer  has  fiimished'us  with  a  very  appropriate  reflection  :— 

^  *  It  is  indeed  a  spectacle,  to  warm  the  coldest,  and  to  soften  the  hardest 
heart,  to  behold  men  of  the  first  rank  and  talents ;  statesmen,  'who  have 
never  met  but  to  oppoeeeach  other  $  ontora,  who  have  never  spoken  but  to 

*  Owen's  History,  VoL  II.  p.  33S  et  seq. 
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Siniltrelfoctfl  pntduced  in  Gennanj,  SwitEerlaiul,  In^k*  Ainerio,  |tc 


4tffer ;  faeli^lxeiiuoii*  in  what,  it  is  pveoumed,'  he  believes  ri|riit,  reaounciiig 
eirery  interfering  interest,  sacrificing  evexy  jarring  opinion,  nigettiBg  tU  in 
which  they  di£fered,  and  thinking  only  on  that  in  which  they  agree ;  each 
fecoodled  to  his  brother,  and  leaving  his  gift  at  the  altar,  ofi^ring  up  srery 
lesentment  atthe  foot  of  the  Chms.'  **  • 

Nor  was  the  joy  excited  by  those  triumphs  of  charity  aod 
peace  confined  to  British  Chnstaaos  :— 

•  *^  In  Hanotver,  as  in  Petersburg,  I  wbm^  says  Mr.  Ttnkerton,  ••*  (be  Ln- 
thenm,  Calvinistic^  and  Catholic  Clergy,  join  hands  to  promote  the  good 
cause :  and  some  of  these  persons  assured  me,  after  Uie  meeting,  thai 
Utoii^  they  had  been  teachers  of  the  same  religion  in  this  city  fi>r  manj 
jears,  yet  they  had  never  had  an  opportunity  of  spealdng  to  each  other 
before.  Oh !  what  a  blessed  plan,  which  is  capable  of  bringing  together 
the.  long.divided  parts  of  the  Christian  Church  I**  f 

In  a  similar  striun,  the  venerable  Antistes  Hess,  of  Zurich^ 
thus  addresses  the  Foreign  Secretary  : — 

"  To  you  we  are  chiefly  indebted  for  that  new  (or,  let  me  rather  say. 
rmewed;  bond  of  Christian  truth  and  charity;  by  means  of  which  we  behola 
Christians,  widely  separated  from  each  other  by  countries,  forms,  and  names, 
4hily  appwndmating  and  coalescing,  as  it  were,  into  one  spiritual  body ;  yet 
without  the  least  encroaehment  upon  outward  distinctions,  and  without  uaa» 
pelling  a  single  individual  to  desert  his  own  chinch  and  to  pass  over  to  another. 

^  You  have,  as  it  were,  opened  the  door  of  the  common  temple  dedicated 
to  the  worsliip  of  our  God-  and  Savioub,  for  all,  to  whatever  particular 
Church  they  may  belong,  if  they  only  agree  in  acknowledging,  as  a  fonda^ 
mental  principle  of  reli^on,  the  general  use  of  the  Scriptures  by  all  dasses  (^ 
people :— a  work  worthy  indeed  of  your  piety  and  philsinthropy  X^X 

^  Of  all  the  ^gns  of  these  eventful  times,"  says  the  Bev.  T.  Thomason, 
cif  Calcutta,  *^  none  dBTects  my  mind,  as  indicating  the  near  fulfilment  of 
firaphecy  respecting  the  glory  of  the  latter  days,  so  much  as  the  extensive 
union  of  Christians,  differing  in  name  and  profession  and  nation,  which 
•is  presented  to  us  in  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society.  To  this 
characteristic  feature  of  the  society  must  be  ascribed,  under  God,  the  eXr 
tiaoidinary  vigour  of  its  operations,  and  the  extensive  success  with  which 
they  have  bcMen  crowned.  While  this  union  remains  unimpaired,  our 
IHPospects  must  continue  to  open,  and  shine  with  progressively  increasing 
brightness,  untU  the  earth  be  filled  with  the  l^nowle^  of  the  XiOiu),  as 
the  waters  cover  the  sea.*^  g 

^  As  in  England,  so  in  Kova  Scotia,  Christians  of  every  Church,  forgetting 
lesser  differences  and  distinctions,  have  assembled  round  the  standard  of  the 
'Bible,  and  have  formed  a  bond  of  union,  in  their  efforts  to  make  known  fiv 
jMid  idde  its  blessed  truths^  prockimix^  glory  to  God  in  the  highest,  qb  evt^ 
peace,  good.will  to  men."  || 

.  laacknowledffing  a  grant  in  aid  of  the  Cologne  Bible  So* 
€iety»  his  ExceUency  C^unt  William  Emst^  of  Lippe,  Presi- 

*  Hannah  More*s  CbrisU'an  Morals,  Vol.  IL  p.  17. 

f .  EleYcnUi  Report  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  p.  3. 

}  Ibid.  Appendix,  p.  149.     Twelfth  Report,  Appendix,  p.  84.  _ 

*'^' llitftcentb  Report,  Appendix/p.  5. " 

I  Twelfth' Report,  pJ  zxxii. 
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TesthnoBiesto  the  same  eflfect  firam  the  Clergjof  the  Swedkh  Diet 


dent   of  that  institutioii,   thus  addresses    the  Right  Hmo* 
rable  Lord  Teignmouth  :-^ 

*^  I  feel  oonstndned,  in  the  name  of  our  society,  to  seuBe  this  opportunitf 
ii  rendering  your  yenerable  aodetj  the  meet  fervent  thanks  for  diis  aanst- 
anoe,  and  of  soliciting  that  oommunion  of -spirit,  which,  by  that  one  {urindple 
of  life  which  bids  us  to  lore  one  another,  melts  the  different  languages  of 
the  earth  into  one,  understood  by  alL  For  this  sentiment  there  exist  no 
national  •limita.  -Even  across  the  sea  we  teach  out  to  you  our  fintemal  hand, 
for  uniting  our  exertions  in  that  holy  cause  which  the  Author  of  ereiy  good, 
^ft,  and  the  Fountain  of  light,  will  vouchsafe  to  bless.**  * 

On  this  delightful  theme  it  is  difficult  to  limit  the  selection 
of  extracts;  but  there  are  two  others  of  so  remarkable  a  cha- 
racter, as  to  justify  their  insertion. 

The  representative  bishops  and  clergy  in  the  Swedish 
Diet  assembled  at  Stockholm,  after  expressing  their  ''highest 
satisfaction  at  the  institution  of  the  Bible  Society,"  and  at- 
tending the  meetings  of  the  Committee,  addressed  an  ex- 
hortatory  letter  to  the  clergy  throughout  the  kingdom,  in- 
▼idng  their  active  co-operation  in  this  work  of  mercy.  From 
this  official  document  the  following  passage  is  selected:— 

*^  When  all  Christian  congregations,  feigetting  abstruse  controTersies« 
unanimously  meet  at  the  heavemy  fountain,  to  dnnk  and  communicate  it* 
holy  waters  without  human  admixture,  a  great  step  seems  to  be  tsken  towards 
^  tk§  umii^  of  lAe  Spnii  m  tki  bomt  0/  peace*'  By  this  charitable  union  the 
Chutch  of  Christ  will  rise  as  one  harmonious  whole ;  *and  the  consequence  will 
be,  the  uniyersal  revelation  of  the  heavenly  light."  f 

If  the  avowal  of  sentiments  like  these  be  animating  and 
^encouraging,  how  much  is  their  value  enhanced,  when  we 
find  them  supported  and  illustrated  by  a  corresponding  con- 
duct!  Too  often  the  sense  of  ffratitude,  and  the  feeling  of 
^nevolence,  resemble  the  **  e^irly  dew^  and  evaporate  in  the 
expression  of  their  existence.  An  opportunity,  however^ 
Was  afforded,  at  an  early  period  of  the  society's  history,  to 
toiur  American  brethren,  of  evincing,  that,  so  &r  as  they  were 
concerned,  those  feelings  were  not  of  an  evanescent  charac- 
ter, but  ^e  mature  product  of  Christian  principle*  Thisi 
which  has  been  appropriately  termed  a  **  splendid  occur- 
rence,** is  so  well  described  by  the  Rev.  John  Owen,  that  it 
will  be  given  in  his  own  words: — 

^  In  the  month  of  June,  1813,  a  supply  of  Bibles  and  Testaments,  des- 
•tined  by  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  for  the  inhabitants  of  Novft 
Scotia,  was  captured  by  an  American  privateer,  brought  into  Portland,  and 
there  sold  and  dispersed.  As  soon  as  this  fiurt  became  known  to  the  BiUe 
Society  of  Massachusetts,  a  determination  was  taken,  by  the  managers  of 
that  institution)  to  replace  the  value  of  the  Bibles  and  Testaments ;  thasr 
.■     .  ■  ■  ■  I  I     .   ■'       *%*. 

•  Twtlfth  Bnport:  Appendix,  P-.ISO...     f  Owen's  History,  Vol.  1 1 1.. p.  76. 
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Stiikiiig  ilhirtrition  of  this  effect,  in  the  inrtimce  of  an  Ammran  privateer. 

aecretazy  wa»  directed  to  ascertain,  bj  correspGndeDoe,  to  whom  the  amount 
of  the  property  captured  should  be  transmitted :  and  he  was  at  the  same 
time  instructed,  *"  to  express  the  deep  regret  of  the  Massachusetts  Bible 
Society,  that  any  occurrence  should  have  so  long  detained  so  many  copies  of 
the  Bible  from  their  proper  destination,  and  that  to  the  other  calamities  of  the 
diautious  war  in  which  their  country  was  engaged,  should  be  ad&d  any  inter. 
7upti<»i  of  the  charitable  and  munificent  labcmrs  of  their  fellow  Cfaristiant 
ia  Great  Britain,  in  diffiising  the  knowledge  of  the  word  of  God.* 

^  In  the  mean  time,  a  subscription  was  opened  at  Boston,  to  raise  « 
aoffldent  sum,  without  direrting  the  ftmds  of  the  Massachusetts  Bible 
Society  from  their  rq;ukr  olgect ;  and  such  was  the  eagerness  manifested, 
ij  the  dtizens  of  Boston,*  to  shake  off  from  their  country  the  disgrace  of 
this  transaction,  that,  in  the  course  of  a  few  days,  double  Uie  sum  required 
was  contributed ;  and  it  might,  as  appears,  have  been  easily  Increased  to  an 
almost  indefinite  amoimt.  On  the  9th  of  November,  1813,  a  Mil  for  £.155 
sterling,  which  covered  the  cost  of  the  Bibles  and  Testaments,  together  with 
tke  ezpenee  of  insurance  upon  them,  was  transmitted  to  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society,  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Massachusetts  Bible  Society, 
the  Rev.  S.  Thatcher,  who  concludes  his  letter  in  the  following  very  appro. 
priate  and  excellent  terms : — 

^  *  We  have  thus  done  what  we  can  to  express  our  shame  and  regret  at  this 
recurrence,  and  to  repair  the  evil  which  it  has  occasioned.  We  indulge  the 
liope  that  we  shs^  not  again  have  to  number  it  among  the  calamities  of  a 
var,  in  which  we  cannot  cease  to  regret,  that  two  nations,  allied  in  feelings, 
habits,  interests,  language,  and  origin,  should  be  engaged ;  that  it  counteracts, 
io  any  degree,  the  exertions  of  any  of  the  charitable  institutions  of  Great 
Britain ;  or  tends  to  loosen  or  break  that  golden  chain  of  mutual  benevolence, 
wtash  ought  to  bind  together  the  disciples  of  Chiust,  of  every  nation  and 
dime,  without  regard  to  political  animosities.*  **  f 

7.  Amonff  the  collateral  adyantages  of  the  British  and 
Foreigh  Bime  Society,  there  is  one  which  the  Christian  may 
conteifaplate  widiout  a  feeling  of  national  vanity,  while  it  in- 
creases his  sense  of  individud  responsibility,  and  his  gratitude 
to  diat  Almighty  Protector  who  has  preserved  this  highly- 
Avovaced  country,  to  be  a  blessing  to  the  whole  earth.  The 
aspect  and  attachment  of  wise  and  good  men,  of  every  re- 
ligious denomination,  in  Europe  and  America,  have  been 
secured  to  Great  Britain,  by  the  unbounded  zeal  and  liberally 
of  the  Bible  Society.    The  following  evidences  of  this  grati- 


'  *  This  Hiirit  of  liberality  was  not  confined  to  Boston  t  stturances  were  re- 
ceived from  other  quarters,  of  a  desire  to  |ierttcipate  in  the  transaction.  In  par. 
ticuUr,  the  Merimac  Bible  Sodety  passed  a  vote  to  contribute  100  Bibles  towards 
tills  object ;  but  the  largeness  of  the  subscriptions  in  the  town  made  it  unnecessary 
to  accept  the  proffered  donation. 

f  Oweo*s  History.  Vol.  II.  p.  486,  et  scq.  The  address  prefltcd  to  ibe  list  of 
subscribers  at  Boston  on  this  memorable  occasion  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix 
to  the  Tenth  Report  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society :  it  breathes^  as 
has  beeir  weU  dbserved,  ^  a  spirit  of  genuine  phlUintbropy,  and  conveys  sa 
I  to  the  whole  papulation  el  Cbristcndon." 
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Respect  and  attachment  of  Foreign  Nationa  toward  Great  Britain  iQixstrated. 
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fying  result,  iselected  from  numerous  testimonies  to  the  saiile 
^fiecty  will  be  read  with  interest. 

•'  On  receiving  intelligence  that  the  formation  of  an  "  Engfisb 
Bible  Society  in  Holland*'  was  in  agitation,  the  Committee  off 
Ae  Parent  Institution  encouraged  it  with  a  grant  of  600 
English  Bibles,  and  1000  English  Testaments;  and  promised 
the  sum  of  500l  upon  the  eyentual  establishment  of  a  r^ational 
Bible  Society  for  the  United  Netherlands  :— 

**  When  your  Committee's  correspondent  mentioned  this  liberal  offer  in 
presence  of  three  of  the  wealthiest  citizens  of  Amsterdam,  (to  use  his  own 
^mphatical  words,)  one  of  them  shed  tears,  another  seemed  petrified  with 
astonishment,  and  the  third  exclaimed,  '  The  English  are  a  pattern  to  all 
nations!'"* 

In  their  primary  report,  the  Committee  of  the  Swedish 
Bible  Society  thus  address  their  constituents : — 

'*  This  sacred  fire  broke  out  first  in  England,  a  coontxy  so  menunble  Ibv 
the  wifffkre  that  has  been  carried  on  between  liberty  and  t3rranny--betwMK 
religion  and  infidelity  and  immorality — a  country  which  has  suflbied  iMfe* 
wh^er  spiritually  or  politically,  fix>m  the  desolatii^  storm  than  any  other, 
l)ecause  it  seems  to  have  been  Jehoyab's  object  to  spare  it,  in  order  to  be- 
come a  nursing  mother,  when  the  time  was  come  for  sending  fbrtii  the  know- 
ledge  of  His  will  to  all  nations.  What  has  been  achieved  by  that  country 
vouLd  require  volumes  to  describe.  The  rest  of  Europe  has  caught  the  sacred 
flame  firom  England ;  and  there  is  scarcely  a  country  but  has  got  its  Bible 
Society.  Our  own  is  one  of  its  glorious  monuments ;  and  will  hand  down,  to 
the  latest  age  in  which  the  Bible  shall  be  held  in  due  estimation,  a  memonal 
«f  the  sacred  feeling  which  prevails  in  that  happy  country.^*  f 

^  From  no  part  of  the  world  have  those  expressions  of  na- 
titude  and  affection  been  more  frequent  and  ardent,  than  from 
Switzerland.  The  venerable  Wyttenbacht  member  of  the 
{Ecclesiastical  Council  of  Bern,  may  be  qonsidered  the  inter- 
preter of  the  general  sentiments  of  his  countrymen,  when  he 

^  My  very  heart  and  soul  exult  in  the  idea,  that  millions,  in  all  the  ends 
of  the  earth,  bless  England's  noble  promoters  of  the  knowledge  of  the  only 
Mediator  and  Saviour,  whne  they  make  known  to  him  their  requests 
with  prayer  and  praise.  What  shouts  of  joyful  gratitude  to  Gon  wiS 
ascend  on  that  great  day  of  recompense,  when  every  one  shall  receive 
according  to  his  works  I"  J 

'  And  where  is  the  British  Christian,  whose  heart  will  not 
beat  responsive  to  the  following  apostrophe  of  the  Committee 
of  the  Lausanne  Bible  Society  ? — 

[  *  Tenth  Report,  p.  25,  f  Twelfkh  Report :  Appendix,  Na  uxvu. 

)  Fourisenth Report:  Appendix,  p«  187* 
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Bemaikable  proof  of  this  feeling  in  the  case  of  Dalecarliii. 

*'*'  Tby  leal  gloiy,  Britain,  that  which  shines  in  the  present  day  with  so 
much  lustre,  is,  &e  glory  of  enlightening  the  whole  world  with  the  bright 
beams  of  the.Gospel;  fi  making  the  ocean,  on  whose  bosom  thou  art  so 
majesfcicaUj  seated,  proclaim  to  the  four  quarters  of  the  worlds  '  Behold 
jfour  GrOD  V  and,  by  the  force  of  mild  persuasion,  bringing  all  nations  to 
reply,  '  Henceforth  He  shall  be  our  Gon,  and  we  will  rejoice  because  our 
eyes  have  seen  his  great  salvation.'  Yes,  Britannia,  it  is  to  the  zeal  of  thy 
cfaiidren,  that  we  owe  this  harmonious  concert  of  all  people,  and  nations,  and 
languages:  it  is  through  thy  inde&tigable  zeal,  thiU  the  isles  and  the 
continents,  the  Nile  and  the  Ganges,  the  Niger  and  the  Euphrates,  unite  in 
choru9With  the  Thames  and  the  "Wolga,  the  Rhine,  the  Danube,  and  the 
Misinsmppi— *  Amd  I  htard  as  U  were  tke  veiee  ef  a  greai  muitUude,  and  e$ 
ike  vmee  ef  wumif  waiere,  amd  as  the  veke  efmighiif  ikunderingSy  sa/fm^,  Hal» 
Uh^jeAy  fer  the  Lobs  God  Omxxpotbnt  reigneih  /"* 

^  Our  Huss,**  says  an  Hungarian  correspondent,  *^  was  the  fidthlbl 
disdple  and  constant  follower  of  your  countryman,  Wickliffek  From 
^ou  the  first  rays  of  light  of  holy  scripture  penetrated  to  us.  Now, 
mfker  the  kpse  of  four  centuries,  you  are  preparing  agun  to  confer  upon  ue 
this  gift,  and  to-  ley  our  gratitude  under  new  obligations.  I  say  these  things 
firom  a  deep  sense  of  thankfubiess ;  and  all  my  countrymen  will  make  the 
i  acknowledgment.**  t 


Nor  do  we  find  the  glow  of  grateful  attachment  less  ardent 
among  the  simple  inhabitants  of  Finland ;  who  thus  conclude 
their  fiJiid  address  to  the  Parent  Institution: — 

^*  Blesaing  and  honour  be  upon  that  Christian  nation,  who  profess  and 
advance  the  glorious  sentiment,  that  the  whole  human  race,  whatever  be 
their  creed  or  however  diversified  their  language,  are  brethren,  children  of 
the  same  gracious  God  and  Father  of  us  all,  joint  heirs  of  the  same  un- 
&4ing  inheritance  and  the  same  glorious  salvation  V  % 

'  Here,  agwi,  it  is  delightful  to  find^  that  those^  to  whom  the 
name  of  England  is  endeared  by  the  labours  of  this  Society, 
attest  the  sincerity  of  their  attachment  by  their  deeds.  The 
'pervading  influence  of  British  charity  had  reached  the  moun- 
tains of  Dalecarlia,  in  the  heart  of  Sweden ;  and  the  effect  is 
&us  simply  and  emphatically  related  by  the  lamented  Dr. 
Brunnmark,  late  Chaplain  to  the  Swedish  Embassy  at  the 
Court  of  London :—  \ 

**  After  Sweden  was  forced  to  make  peace  with  Trance,  and  declare  against 
England,  the  usual  war.pmyer  continued  to  be  read  in  all  the  churches. 
'The  Dakcarlians  asked,  who  were  the  enemies  of  the  country  t  and  when 
they  were  told  that  the  English  were  meant  by  that  name,—'  No,  no,' 
excUumed  they,  *  the  EngllMi  are  not  our  enemies;  they  are  our  best 
friends  t  they  sent  us  com  to  sow  our  land,  when  in  our  distress  we  had  con- 
sumed even  the  grain  intended  for  seed ;  they  sent  us  medicine  for  our  Sick 
*  and  wounded  soldiers,  and  woollen  blankets  for  our  hospitals ;— and,  what  is 
more  than  all,  they  have  latefy  seni  us  Bibles  !  f*    The  Dalecarlians  theie- 

•  Second  Report  of  the  Coomiittee  of  the'  I^asaaiie  Bible  Soeietj. 

t  Owen's  History,  Vol.  IL  p.  97. 

I  Sixteenth  Report;  AppeadiXt  p.  1S7. 
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Evidenoes  of  moral  reformation  in  Germany,  Switeerland,  America,  Ac 

Upon  requested  of  their  ministers  to  discontinue  the  war-prajer ;  whidi  aooii 
aftenraids  was  permilted  to  be  done.'*  * 

8.  Many  instances  of  moral  reformation  will  be  introduced 
in  the  subsequent  chapters,  as  the  results  of  tiie  distribution 
of  Bibles  and  Testaments  by  Local  Societies  at  home ;  but 
the  foUowii^  evidences  of  similar  effects  abroad,  fidl  more 
appropriately  withm  this  division  of  the  work. 

That  distinguished  philanthropisti  Professor  Van  Ess, 

^  has  had  the  happiness  to  witness  the  most  pleasing  fruits  of  his  bene^ 
volent  exerdons,  in  the  improved  habits  of  those  among  irhom  the  Scrip- 
lures  have  been  distributed.  Not  only  individuals,  but  whole  Ikmilies, 
have  been  reformed  by  the  perusal  of  them.  These  and  other  good  effects 
are  so  visible,  that  they  have  produced  conviction  in  some  Catholic  clergy- 
men who  were  formerly  hostile  to  the  drcuktion  of  the  Scriptures,  or  wha 
entertained  doubts  at  least  as  to  its  practical  utility.**  f 

Of  the  Swiss  Bible  Societies^  Dr.  SteinkopfP  observes: — 

^  All  the  Societies  have  received  striking  prooft  that  their  extensive 
^ssemination  of  the  Scriptures  has,  in  many  instances,  been  attended  with 
substantial  good.  The  chains  of  sin  are  broken;  drunkards  become  soher ; 
piety  increases ;  domestic  order  and  happiness  flourish.**  $ 

From  America,  we^ve  the  following  striking  testimony :— ^ 

*^  The  advantages  resulting  from  Bible  Societies  are  indisputably  greaL 
'We  say  indityuiahfyt  because  we  can  appeal  to  experience,  to  frets,  in  sup- 
port of  the  assertion.  Even  in  a  moral  point  of  view,  the  position  is  correct. 
It  has  been  actually  found,  that,  in  proportion  to  the  dissemination  of  the 
Scriptures,  a  vicious  has  given  place  to  a  virtuous  practice ;  idleness  has 
been  supplanted  by  industiy,  intemperance  by  sobriety,  and  general  impro- 
vidence by  prudent  management  Thus,  a  powerfril  antidote  is  formed  to 
pauperism,  and  all  its  diiefril  train  of  miseries.  The  example  of  industry, 
sobriety,  and  prudent  management,  which  is  set  by  parents  and  masters,  it 
may  be  reasonably  supposed,  will  be  copied,  in  some  measure  at  least,  by  their 
children,  and  by  their  servants.**  § 

Nor  is  the  following  evidence  from  the  colony  of  Berbice 
less  gratifying : — 

^  On  an  estate,  where  one  of  the  prindpal  people  had  learned  to  read, 
several  of  the  slaves  contributed  tl^ir  mite  to  purchase  a  Bible  for  the 
.benefit  of  all  upon  the  estate  who  would  meet  to  hear  it  read.  Sevend 
,  have  since  learned  to  read,  and  now  possess  Bibles.  Their  master,  in  the 
beginning,  was  against  their  learning ;  but  his  sentiments  were  soon  changed : 
he  saw  thieves  becoming  honest,  rebellious  persons  obedient,  and,  instead 
of  meetings  for  dancing  and  revelling,  heard  of  meetings  for  prayer  and 
praise.'*  II 

To  find  that  British  soldiers,  on  a  foreign  station,  derive  si- 
nular  advantages  from  the  same  source,  is  peculiarly  satisfac- 

•    •  Owen's  History,  Vol.  II.  p.  5S8. 
f  TwelAh  Report,  p.  6.  $  Ibid.  Appendix,  p.  145^ 

$  FInt  Report  of  the  Columbia  Bible  Society. 
I  Twelfth  Reports  Appendix,  p.  90. 
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Britiab  Soldien  in  Javi.— Denzv  to  letm  to  read. 


ti»7.    A  grant  of  Bibles  and  Testamenta  having  been  made  by 
the  Committee  to  the  soldien  of  the  59th  regiment,  then  at: 
Java,  they  were  received  with  strong  expressions  of  grati- 
tude ;  and  in  a  subsequent  commumcation   from  some  of* 
diem,  it  is  observf^ : — 

^  Miiur  of  our  companifliM,  who  once  took  delight  in  drinking  down 
Udquit  J  ^  the  ox  drinketh  in  water,  are,  throu^  the  gnoe  of  (md,  by 
reading  the  holj  Bible,  happilj  reclaimed  from  the  error  of  thdr  ways, 
and  are  now  takLog  delight  in  retiring  alone  £ar  the  purpooe  of  reading  and 
studying  the  blened  word  of  Goo.**  • 

9.  Of  the  collateral  advantages  which  have  been  remarked 
in  our  own  country,  none  are  more  prominent  than  the  desire, 
manifested  by  children  and  adults  to  learn  to  read.  Thia 
subject  will  be  further  adverted  to  in  the  chapters  which  treat 
of  Associations;  and  the  fbDowiM  extracts  wiU  furnish  a 
sufficient  indication  that  similar  effects  are  produced  abroad^ 

A  correspondent  in  Germany  remarks  :^- 

**  Old  men,  who  had  never  leuned  to  read,  ixe  now  detiiouf  to  learn, 
that  thej,  in  their  adyanced  age,  may  find  coneobtion  from  tiie  hdj  Krip- 
turefc"t 

And  the  Committee  of  the  Russian  Bible  Society,  quoting^ 
Ibe  language  of  a  correspondent  in  Liefland,  observe  :— 

*^  One  of  the  benefits  flowing  flrom  our  aandation,  which  was  orlginany 
neither  contemplated  nor  expected,  is,  that  many  hundreds  of  the  ncig^. 
bounng  diildren  hare  learned  to  read;  and  that  the  peasants  in  twenty- 
three  pbces  in  our  parish  have  voluntarily  adopted  the  phm  of  assembling, 
eyeiy  other  Sunday  evening,  such  children  as  can  read  with  propriety,  ai^ 
hare  a  Testament,  for  the  express  purpose  of  reading  a  few  chapters,  t 
have  likewise  made  a  similar  regulation  in  the  school  imder  my  inspection, 
which  I  constantly  visit,  and  in  which,  duiinff  the  winter  in  particuhur,  the 
children  are  made  acquainted  with  the  sacred  volume :  and  it  has  i^orded 
me  the  most  semible  gratification  to  witness  the  unexpected  pfogi^ess  whidi 
they  have  made  in  scnptund  knowledge,  as  well  as  in  sin^ng,  writing,  and 
ciphering*  A  better  spirit  prevails  amongst  the  Livonian  youth  of  our 
pnish  since  we  began  to  distribute  the  word  of  God  more  plentifiiUy ;  even 
the  Others  of  fiunilies  remain  more  at  home,  to  hear-their  children  read  to 
4wm  in  the  best  of  bodes  while  at  thdr  woric^^ 

10.  That  the  Bible  Society  has  operated  as  a  barrier 
jigainst  the  proffress  of  infidelity  in  our  own  country,  we 
ahafl  have  abundant  evidence,  in  considering  the  tendency 
and  effects  of  Bible  Associations :  that  it  has  repelled^  the 
same  poisonous  current  on  the  continent,  will  be  manifest 
from  tne  following  testimonies. 


»  Tbirlaenth  Bepoit:  Appendix,  p.  S3.  f  Ibid.  p.  3S, 

f  aizleanth  Report:  Appendix,  p.  144  H  ssq. 
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Circulation  of  the  Holy  Sciiptum  a  bamer  to  the  progteMr  df  infidelitj. 

Frbu  tfie  Rot.  Ih*.  Doering^   GhapUn  to  die  Cduft  of^ 

*^  BlMsed  be  Odd  Ibr  hirn ag*  made  the  British  and  toreiffi  BiUe  Soeietf 
a  light  ihhiiiig  into  ail  hunda  I   I  am  coafident,  thai<  this  gea^riag  idoki. ' 
tution  will  prove  a  powerful  barrier  against  the  aati-cfariitiaii  a^t  whkki 
had  made  such  awf\U  progress.**  * 

That  tlie  opmton  of  this  enlightened  clergyman  ^As  cor- 
rect, the  declaration  of  the  Rev.  Professor  StaendBn,  of  G5t-" 
tingen^  affords  a  gratifying  proof: — 

"  The  word,  of  God  is  obtaining  its  former  authority  and  influence  in  Ger- 
fflimy,  triumphing'  over  the  systems  of  a  spurious  philosophy,  and  the. 
dPotta  of  a-  mereW  profime  science,  which,  while  ill  abounch  in  critieiamfl^- 
g&d  glorietf  in  jphililogical  leanuag^  hues  tight  of  the  very  essence  of  rrii«. 

Itk  tlte  i(d&ess  to  the  publie,  Ae  Directoi^s  of  the  Potstiany 
Kbie  Society  observe : — 

*^  Great  Britain  has;  by  steady  persfevenmce,  in  a  grait  d^|ree  pnmmted 
the  eiml  deliverance  of  Germany :  for  her  sptriiuai  redemptm  firom  infide* 
pty,  she  will  be  indebted  to  the  same  bene&ctress."  f 

Nor  were  these  sentiments  confined  to  ecclesiastics  f-^ 
BolHes  and  staf^smen,  of  esulted  rdnkr  md  exteinive-  iniiu- 
ence^  have  participated  in  tfaeku  Hk  ExceUetey^  Count  Ho^ 
hendial^  the  Minister  for  Religion  to  the  King  c^  Saxony, 
tliua  addresses  Lord  Tei jpfimottth,  in  his  offioiiu.  eapaoity  at 
President  of  the  Saxon  Bible  Society  :-^ 

**  t  teel  constrained  to  adore  Got),  that,  in  our  age,  in  which  inficlellty  dajy 
madd  siich  awful  prosress,  the  idea  originated  in  Great  Britain,  to  form 
Bible  Societies,  by  which  so  powerful  a  barrier  has  been  opposed  to  its 
destructive  influence :  and  I  cannot  but  thank  GrOD  that  I  also  am  privi*^ 
le^  to  be  his  humble  instrument,  in  propagating  the  l^ble  among  th^  - 
poorer  classes  of  the  people  in  Saxony.'*  $ 

Similikf  fk  efi^ict  was  the  language  of  his  Excellency  Baroil 
Rosenblafi(^  a  nobleman  of  the  hi^est  rank  in  Sweden,  and 
Hiniflter  (or  the  Home  Department }  horn  whose  acbnirabltt 
speech,  on  accepting  the  effiee  of  Precodent  of  the  Stock- 
holbtk  Society,  the  foUowiag  passage  is  extracted:-^ 

*'  W«  hAI^  oOtUtied  the  awM  period,  wheh  Ae  doctrine  of  the  atoAH^ 
ment  of  QhkiIt  was  shtouded  in  darlntai*  Meutnful  was  the  lot  of  those 
who  confessed  his  n^e.  For  almost  an  entire  eeatury,  did  infidelity,  with 
unblushing  front,  aeride  the  revealed  will  of  God,  and  either  openly  or 
secretly  undermine  l^e  sacred  foundations  of  the  gospel  doctrine.  Th^ 
deleterious  poison,  having  worked  its  way  among  what  are  called  the  moH^ 

•  ElevM^ft  Report  t  Appendix,  p.  103.  f  Sixtoenth  BqpoHi  p.  S8« 

f   Owen's  History,  VoL  IIL  p.  8K     .  .  , 


The  abolition  and  nutigation  of  sUnrery  promoted  by  divulatiiig  the  Bible. 

ealil^tened  nations  of  Europe,  and  establisbed  its  influencr  in  tk&i  higfier 
dxcles,  soon  spread  abroad  among  the  mass  of  the  people,  and  rolled  on  i^ 
ftarfiil  torrents  €€  iniquitj,  carrying  with  it  a  sweeping  destruction  where- 
erer  it  went  Gospel  light  is  dawifing  again  on  those  nations  where  the 
Aftdow  of  death  sat  almost  entlffeiied,  and  barriers  are  raiafaig  agidnift  ^  ikt 


11.  From  two  opposite  quarters  of  the  globe^  iro  hsr^' 
receive  copcurvent  and  sknultaneous  evidence,  -  that,  to 
the  list  of  indirect  benefits,  we  may  add  the  partial  abolitioa 
of  slavery  in  one  portion  of  the  eastern  hemisphere,  and  thd 
mitigation  of  its  evils  in  the  west  The  Honorable  Siif 
Alexander  Johnston,  Chief  Justice  of  Ceylon,  thus  expresses 
Idmsel^  in  reference  to  the  former  effect  :— 

''  'the  asBistanoe  which  the  Bible  Society  in  England  baa  givan  the  firiaadi 
of  Christianity  in  this  island,  has  enabled  the  latter,  as  I  have  fae^fiienti^ 
written  to  you,  to  circulate  the  Scriptures  amons  the  people  of  the  country 
in  a  manner  which  was  never  done  before ;  and  I  attribute  the  unanimity 
with  which  all  classes  h^ve  resolved  to  put  an  &ad  to  domestic  alatorr,  to  the 
effect  which  has  been  produced  upon  their  minds,  and  upon  their  Mjmg^  hv 
those  doctrines  which  are  contained  in  the  Scriptures,  and  which,  firam  their 
aimpUcity,  are  intel%ible  to  eveiy  description  of  the  hmnan  mo9%  whetiMT 
European  or  Asiatic"  t 

AmmA  an  intelligent  eorrespondenf  of  the  society,  in  JBerMa^ 
observes:— 

,.  «"  mrhht  a  blessed  bookie  the  Bible  1  It  taeght  tiie  GomuiHlQtieai  of  the 
Cniwli  propedy  how  to  manaoe  n^roee  in  th^  work,  without  wlMfio  w^ 
chains,  while  under  the  BritiaD  government ;  of  which  I  have  been  a  witaessa 
fmt  some  of  their  new  masters,  who  despise  the  Bible,  and  have  taken  ft 
away  fraati  their  Uafifftuaate  skvei,  have  completely  restofed  whips  and 


12.  It  has  been  ahready  obsenrecJi  that  the  Bible  Society 
has  created  an  increased  desire  to  possess  the  holy  scripturea : 
but  \t  should  not  be  forgotten,  that  this  desire  is  not  confined 
16  those  who  are  the  inunediate  objects  of  its  benevolence: 
a  general  disposition  to  **  search  the  Scriptures'*  has  bedi 
exdted,  and  is  progressively  extending,  of  which  the  auj(« 
mented  demand  for  copies,  both  abroad  and  at  home,  is  a 
satisfactory  evidence.  The  Committee  of  more  than  one 
Bible  Society  in  the  United  States  of  America  pointedly 
observe,  **  ibat  since  their  existence  in  that  country,  the  8a|a 
of  Bibles  by  the  trade  has  considerably  increased.  § 


*  See  the  whole  of  this  speech  in  Owen's  History,  Vol.  IT.  p.  570  et  ssq. 
whers  it  is  justly  ebaracterised  as  '*  not  more  remarksble  for  ardent  piety,  than 
fcr  just  eoeerptions  of  rdigious  tmtfa  and  enlightened  views  of  Christian  policy.** 

f  Fourteenth  Report :  Appendix,  No.  cznn. 
Tliiimiyth  Bep^i  Appeadia,  No.  cnii.  *     $  Sin^th  Reporfb  p.  xviL 
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The  demand  for  the  Scriptures  incieasiiig  both  at  home  and  abroad. 

'  From  the  Netherlands^  it  is  stated,  that, 

**  so  eager  a  diqxwition  has  been  manifested  by  man j  members  of  th» 
Catholic  commmiion,  who  use  the  I>utch  language,  to  obtain  a  BiUe  in  their 
yemacular  tongue,  tiiat  two  booksellers  have  severally  undertsken,  on  their 
own  sccounts,  to  publish,  the  one  a  Ihitch  translation  of  the  whole  Bible; 
from  the  Vulgate,^  and  the  other  a  similar  translation  of  Van  Eas's  New 
Testament*** 

One  of  the  most  remarkable  facts,  in  confirmation  of  these 
sentiments,  relates  to  the  celebrated  Canstein  Institution^ 
founded  at  Hidle  in  the  year  1710;  and  is  thus  reported  by 
the  Committee  of  the  Parent  Society : — 

^  In  consequence  of  a  representation  made  bj  Dr.  Niemeyer,  Chancellor 
of  the  University  of  HaUe,  a  descendant  of  the  celebrated  Dr.  Frank, 
Ibunder  of  the  Orphan-house  at  that  place,  that  the  Canstein  Bible  Institu* 
tion,  of  which  Dr.  Niemeyer  is  a  director,  had  exhausted  its  funds  by  the 
laige  sale  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  at  reduced  prices ;  and  that  neither  its 
resources,  nor  its  machinery,  were  sufficient  to  enable  it  to  keep  pace  with 
the  demands  which  had  accumulated  upon  it :  your  Committee,  having  seri- 
ously considered  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  presented  this  institution, 
to  which  Germany  and  Christendom  owe  so  many  obligations,  with  a  set  of 
Stereotype  plates  for  a  beautifiil  octavo  Bible ;  and  added  to  this  grant  two 
Stanhope  presses,  that  no  delay  may  occur  in  satisfying  the  numerous  and 
importunate  applications  by  which  that  ancient  snd  mort  uaefiil  establishment 
for  printing  the  Scriptures  is  so  greatly  embarra88ed.**t 

The  preceding  observations  unll  be  strengthened  by  the 
further  extraordmary  fact,  that,  *'  within  the  last  two  years, 
a  single  printer  at  Leipzig  has  stereotyjped  die  Scriptures  in 
three  sizes,  and  has  actuuly  disposed  of  seven  sets  of  plates 
for  two  of  those  editions,  to  di£Perent  societies  and  printers  in 
Germany."  t 

That  a  similar  result  has  been  witnessed  in  our  own 
country,  is  a  &ct  which  may  be  established  by  official  and 
imquestionable  documents,  to  which  reference  will  now  be 
made. 

Until  September  1805,  no  Bibles  and  Testaments  were  is- 
sued by  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  the  Universities 
not  having  completed  their  stereotype  editions.  If,  therefore, 
we  compare  the  aggregate  number  of  copies  printed  at 
Oxford  and  Cambridge  during  the  last  fifteen  years,  with  the 
^  total  number  which  issued  firom  their  presses  within  a  similar 
period  preceding  the  establishment  of  the  society,  we  shall 
*be  enabled  to  ascertain  the  extent  of  the  increased  demand 
Jiow  under  consideration. 


f  SUteenth  Reportp  p.  xwiii.  ,        t  !»>«.  p.  J.  J  Ond.  p.  xl?.  ei  s«q. 
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RESULTS  OF  THE  STSTEIT. 


loi 


CompcntiTe  isBues  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  at  Oxford  a&d  Cambridge. 

The  total  numbers  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  printed  at 
the  two  Universities,  in  the  fifteen  years  ending  Slst  of 
December  1804^  were — 

At  Oxford 773,000 

At  Cambridge 509,000 


Total 


1,282,000 


And  the  respectiTe  numbers  printed  in  the  fifteen  years, 
ending  Slst  of  December,  1819,  were*— 

At  Oxford 1,618,000 

At  Cambridge 1,557,680 


Total 


3,175,680 


Deducting  from  this  total,  the  number  of  copies^ 

printed  by  the  UnWersities  for  account  or  the  >  1,243,517 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Sodety     »    •     .J 


The  remainder,  printed  for  other  societies,  or  l .  ^^^ 
for  sale  to  the  public,  is Jhm^f 


163 


which  exceeds  the  number  printed  in  the  former  period,  by 
650,163  copies,  or  more  than  one  half;  and  establishes  the  fiu:t 
of  an  increased  demand,  to  this  extent^  during  the  last  fifteen 
years. 

.  The  foDowing  extract  furnishes  satisfiustory  evidence,  that 
no  inconsiderable  portion  of  this  extraordinary  supply  was 
lequired  by  individiml  purchasers.  It  is  taken  from  an  account 
.  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House  of  Commons,  of  the  number 
.  and  value  of  books  printed  within  the  Universities  of  Oxford 
and  Cambridge,  which  have  been  furnished  to  booksellers  for 
aale^  during  the  seven  years  ending  December  1816: — ^it 
appears  that  there  were  sold,  in 

1810    . 


1811 
1812 
1813 
1814 
1815 
1816 


BIUm. 

Tcftunenta. 

4S.288 

63,984 

87.292 

62,045 

50,611 

79,408 

67.585 

50.344 

60,816 

62.167 

66.388 

64.229 

65,183 

81,109 

TotaL 
106,272 
99,337 
130,019 
117,929 
122,983 
130,617 
146,292 


There  is  every  reason  to  believe,  that  if  returns  were  pro- 
iSored  from  the  King's  printersi  the  result  would  be  still 
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Xncveue  in  tb«  genaral  iale  of  Bibles  and  Testainent& 

more  conclusive  of  the  gratifying  fact,  that,  notwithstanding 
tb/e  vast  additional  number  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  thrown 
into  circulation  by  means  of  the  society,  and  of  kindred 
institutions,  the  number  purchased  by  individuals  has  consi- 
derably hicreased.-  Nor  is  it  immaterial  to  observe,  that,  as 
means  were  specially  provided  for  die  supply  of  the  labouring 
classes,  it  is  but  reasonable  to  conclude,  that  the  greater  part 
of  these  copies  have'bcien  purchased  by  persons  in  the  higher 
and  middle  ranks  of  life. 

<  To.  these  statements,  another  fiu^t  may  be  added,  demcmh 
strative  of  the  beneficial  tendency  and  effects  of  Bible  Assom 
ciations,  which  were  first  projected  and  established  in  the 
year  1812:-?— /it  the  e^ght  yemrs  which  have  subsequently  elapsed, 
a  greater  number  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  have  been  printed 
at  the  turn  Unvuer^ies,  ihm  in  the  twenty-two  precedir^ 
years. 

The  preceding  observations  will  derive  additional  strength 
from  the  following  suinmary  account  of  the  proceedings  of 
^*  The  Naval  and  MiUtary  Bible  Society,'*  established  in  the 
year  1780 :— -la  the  thirty-one  years,  ofiding  in  May  1811,  th^ 
total  number  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  issued  by  that  excel- 
lept  institution,  was  about  47,000.  But  in  the  nine  following 
years,  ending  in  May  1880,  the  number  distributed  was 
about  91,000,  and  the  annual  issues  now  average  about 
$000  copies. 

|3.  Of  the  many  other  collateral  benefits  of  the  Bible 
Society,  ihere  are  only  two  to  which  a  distinct  reference  will 
now  be  made—- the  extraordinary  impulse  communicated  to 
kindred  institutions,  and  the  increased  circulation  of  the  Bock 
of  Common  Prayer,  and  other  valuable  publications.  These 
are  eflects  of  no  ordinary  excellence ;  and  are  so  far  identified, 
as  to  justify  their  consideration  tmder  the  same  head. 

It  was,  mdeed,  a  natural  expectation,  that,  while  additional 
facilities  were  thus  giv^n  to  the  distribution  of  that  sacred 
volume,  which  the  various  denominations  of  the  Christian 
world  regard  as  the  standard  of  their  common  faith,  a  corre- 
sponding desire  should  be  excited  in  each,  to  possess  that 
particular  formulary  to  which  education,  habit,  or  conscien- 
tious preference  had  attached  a  value,  inferior  only  to  that 
with  which  the  holy  scriptures  are  regarded.  That  such 
has  been  the  effect  with  re^d  to  the  Liturgy  of  the  Church 
of  England,  will  now  be  demonstrated^  ^ 

By  the  official  document  which  has  been  already  quoted,  it 
appears,  that  of  liie  numbef  of  eopi^^^ihe  Book  of  Commtn 
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Great  incMMe  in  the  «]e  of  the  Bbok  of  Contean  Fto^rta. 


Pr^TOF^  printed  at  Oxford  and  Camibri^e,  and  ftunished  to 
bookaell^rs  for  sale^  during  the  seven  yean  endii^  December 
1816,  there  were  sold,  in 

1810 47,889  copies 

1811 41,951 

1812  . 74,622 

1813 67,809 

1814 69,445 

1815 8S,28S 

1816 94,004 

And  the  author  is  enabled  to  state,  Aat  the  Aggregate 
Biunber  of  Prayer  Books  printed  at  the  two  Universities  in 
the  fifteen  years  ending  Slst  December  1819,  exceeds,  by 
134,800  copies,  the  total  number  printed  during  the  preceding 
fifteen  years ;  and  that  nearly  as  many  copies  have  been  pfinledL 
during  the  last  leight  years  as  in  the  precedins  twenty.  This 
is  a  atrildng  illustration  of  one  of  the  many  beneficial  «fiects 
resulting  firom  the  establishment  of  nationaf  and  other  schools^ 
wbieh,  in  connection  with  Bible  Assocmtions,  have,  excited  an 
increased  desire  to  possess  and  read  the  Book  of  Common 
Prayer. 

This  increasing  demand  for  tbe  Idtux^,  and  olber  autho- 
rised publications  of  the  Established  Church,  led  to  the 
formation  of  die  "  Prayer  Book  and  Homily  Society,** 
instituted  in  May  1812.  From  that  period  to  the  Slst  of 
Jtfarch  1820,  the  following  have  been  issued  from  its  Deposit 
t&ty  in  London:— 

Number  of  Books  of  Common  Prayer    .    ,    69,063 

Psalters 8,050 

Homilies,  &c •    .  ^5T,T55 

The  following  statement,  compiled  from  the  Annual  Reports 
of  "the  Society  for  promoting  Christian  Knowledge/* 
affords  a  further  and  more  gratifying  illustration  of  the  sub* 
ject;  and  exhibits  a  striking  evidence  of  the  increased  meant 
and  extaided  usefulness  of  that  yenerable  institution. 

It  should  be  premised,  that  **  the  Society  for  promoting 
Christian  Knowledge"*  was  instituted  in  the  year  1^99;  tm 
in  the  yeajr  ISlOadopted  the  auxiliary  system,  by  the  esta- 
blishment of  District  Committees. 

'^Tlie  foitish  and  Foreign  Bible  Societfr"  was  formed,  it 
wiD  be  recollected,  in  the  year  1804;  and,'  m  1809,  Auxiliary 
Societies  in  connection  with  it  were  first  established. 


^a 
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CompM»tlTOopgiMtiopsoftheSode^toproBiotfiigCi^^ 

Comparative  View  of  the  Receipts,  Subscribers,  and  Issues  of  the 
Society  for  promoting  C^^ristian  Knowledge,  in  the  undermentioned 
Years  : 


1804/ 

i8io: 

1817. 

1819. 

£.     M.     d. 

£.      a.    A 

£.     a.    d. 

£.      9.    A 

AMontofDoutiouaiid) 

877  14    6 

1,177    I    0 

5,968  17  10 

6398    1    1 

AnnoalSob-    J 
atriptionf   3 

^JM   S    0 

8»033    0    0 

11,684  10    S 

10,539    6    3 

B«ceipii.for    I 
BooksMBtoot) 

4,669   5  11 

6;239  14   3 

31,784  19   5 

33;331  11    1 

Onin  Receipts. 

18,390    1    8 

16,053  15  10 

60,391  17    0 

56,999    S    8 

NnMbflrofSobMriben.... 

3,000 

VM 

13.000 

tl4^ 

Wcw  owwcnpew 

309 

S33 

8,000 

t  1,060 

inUes  usiiea  •  •  ■ 

7^08 

9,533 

•  23,637 

82,036 

Tettamenta  9c  7 
PMatenditto.5 

6,830 

15,169 

56,605 

58,8«8 

Books  of  Com.) 
inoiiPkmTer  ) 

14,230 

19,136 

89,498 

91,589 

Honttiiee,Ty«ets,} 
and  oilier  Books  5 

154/»9 

190^053 

14W9714 

1,427308 

14.  This  brief  and  rapid  sketch  of  the  direct  and  coUateral 
Jesuits  of  the  institution  cannot  be  more  appropriately  closed, 
than  in  the  just  and  animated  language  of  me  Fourteent]^ 
Report: — 

^  If  to  have  roused  the  attention  of  a  thoughtless  world  to  the  momentoat 
concerns  of  eternity,  and  to  the  study  of  that  word  which  reveals  the  onljr 
way  to  peace  and  salvation ;— if  to  have  supplied  the  ignormt  and  inquiring 
with  the  means  of  gratifying  their  desire  for  spiritual  and  life^iving  know- 
ledge;— if  to  have  moderatai  the  prejudices,  and  conciliated  ate  affectioof 
of  Christians  of  eveiy  denomination,  and  to  have  taught  them  the  wisdom 
and  the  duty  of  keeping  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace  ;-^ 
if  efibfta  like  these  deserve  to  exalt  and  endear  the  instrument  by  which 
they  have  been  produced,  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  may  rea^ 
Bonably  challenge  no  common  rank  in  the  esteem  and  the  gratitude  of 
mankind.** 


•  Exclusive  of  the  Society's  Family  Bible,  of  which  nearly  16,000  copies 
were  sold  in  two  years. 

t  These  numbers  are  estimated,  as  the  Report  for  1819  does  not  specify  the 
predftf  number  of  subscribers. 
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On  the  Hibetiiiui  BiUe  Sodetj^— *«  Dublin  AflMKntkn,**  1799. 


SECTION  xin. 

THE  HIBERNIAN   BIBLE  SOCIETY. 

As  this  institution  could  not,  with  propriety^  be  classed 
'under  the  head  of  Foreign  National  Societies,  and  does  not 
come  under  tiie  denomination  of  an  AuxUtary ;  this  appears 
to  be  the  most  proper  place  for  its  introduction. 

Identified  in  its  design,  and  intimately  connected  in  its  de« 
tails  with  the  Parent  Establishment,  it  acquires,  from  the  scene 
of  its  labours,  the  magnitude  of  its  proceedings,  and  the 
peculiar  features  of  its  constitution,  an  importance  which 
justifies  this  amui|^ement 

I.  Before  entering  on  the  immediate  subject  of  tiiis  section, 
it  is  due  to  the  Christian  liberality  and  feelingof  the  sister 
island  to  observe,  that  a  society  was  formed  in  JDublin,  in  the 
year  1792,  under  the  tide  of  "The  Dublin  Assodatiou  for 
diflcouraffing  Vice,  and  promoting  the  Knowledge  and  Practice 
of  the  Christian  Religion."— With  such  an  object  in  view,  the 
distribution  of  the  Scriptures  necessarily  became  a  principal 
object  of  their  attention ;  and  with  a  zeal  that  can  neitner 
be  too  highly  commended,  nor  too  closely  imitated,  they 
expressed  their  hope,  in  a  printed  address,  ^*that  effectual 
provision  would  be  made  that  no  houses  no  cabin^  in  the  whole 
kingdom^  in  which  there  was  a  single  person  who  could  read^ 
should  be  destitute  of  the  holy  scriptures.** 

In  an  official  communication  to  the  British  and  Foreign 

Bible  Society,  dated  October  11,  1804,  tiie  Secretaries  of 
-this  ''  Association"  state,  tiiat  "  betw^n  die  commencement 

of  the  association  in  1794,  and  tiie  5th  of  October  1804v 

there  had  been  distributed,  at  reduced  prices,  (besides  Prayer 

Books,  Tracts,  &c) 

Bibles 16,725 )  at  an  expense  to  the  Society 

TestamenU      .    .    .    20,555  j  of  £.2380.  12;.  3^" 

In  this  letter,  it  is  furtiier  stated,  **  that  the  demand  for 
Bibles  daily  increases  so  much,  tiiat  the  funds  of  the  associa- 
tion are  unable  to  supply  it*' 

In  confirmation  ofmis  latter  fact,  the  following  extract  of 
a  letter  from  a  clergyman  in  Ireland  may  be  appropriately 
introduced:— 

*^  I  am  toTTjio  mention,  that  there' is  no  part  of  the  United  Kingdom  in 
greater  want  of  Bibles  than  the  aouthem  part  of  this  kinsdom,  with  which 
ikne  I  am  acquainted.  As  fiur  as  I  have  been  able  to  discover,  not  mom 
than  one-third  of  the  Protaatant  ftmilies  have  BiUei;  and  the  Bomaa; 
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£ktalilbliment  <if  the  Society  in  Dubliiip^f«iid  in  CoriE; 

Catholic  fionilies,  which  are  at  least  eight  to  one,  have  scaroeljr  a  Bible  among 
them,  perhaps  not  one  in  fire  hundred  ftmilies,  and  no  exertions  maVing 
to  dirtribute  them,  except  by  a  few  clergymen,  who  go  not  beyond  their  own 
parishes,  and  those  very  £sfv  indeed.*'* 

•  S.  The  "Dublin  Bible  Society''  was  instituted  in  tbe  year 
180S;  and  in  the  following  year  assumed  the  designation  of 
*'  The  ffibemian  Bible  Society."  The  formation  of  a  similar 
institution  at  Cork  ahnost  immediately  followed ;  and  both  re- 
ceived that  liberal  assistance  from  the  Parent  Society,  which 
ffae  peculiar  circumstances  of  Ireland  so  loudly  claimed. 

Of  the  absolute  necessity  which  existed  for  these  and  simi- 
lar institutions^  the  following  melancholy  proo£s  may  be 
adduced: — 

]         Extract  /rom  the  Report  of  the  Hibernian  Bible  Society  for  180a 

^^  Burizi^  the  time  your  Committee  have  been  in  office,  they  have  had 
repeated  proofs  of  the  necesnty  and  usefidness  of  the  society.  A  very  gene- 
M  desire  to  purchase  and  read  the  Bible  prevalhi  in  Ireland ;  and  yet,  in 
•eveval  parts  of  the  country,  the  Bible  cannot  be  obtained,  at  least  by  the 
lower  daases.  A  letter  from  a  clergyman,  in  a  very  populous  district  of  tbe 
north  of  Ireland,  stated  to  your  Committee,  that,  in  his  neighbourhood, 
the  Bible  could  not  be  procured /or  amjf  money.  From  this  circumstance  the 
society  may  judge  what  must  be  the  case  in  those  parts  of  the  land  where  the 
people  are  less  instructed,  and  where,  of  course,  it  might  be  expected  thai 
Ibooks  would  be  vezy  scarce.*' 

This  general  statement  is  Slustrated  by  the  following 
&ct: — 

*^  A  young  man,  aged  about  twenty-one,  was  very  early  bound  to  a 
fiaen-weaver.  Haring  learned  to  reiid,  and  a  New  Testament  happen- 
ing  to  lie  n^lected  in  his  master^s  house,  it  became  the  constant  com*, 
fanion  of  his  leisure  hours.  His  apprenticeahip  being  finished,  he  pn>< 
posed  going  to  see  his  brother,  a  militia-raan  quartered  in  Castlebar,  in  the 
county  of  Mayo ;  and  b^ged  of  his  master  the  New  Testament,  as  the  re- 
wavd  of  his  fidthM  services.  The  master,  knowing  his  attachment  to  the 
book,  re&sed  giving  it  on  any  other  terms  than  his  iUrther  servitude  for  ax 
months.  The  .young  man,  judging  that  a  Testament  might  be  procured  on 
eaner  terms  at  Castlebar,  declined  this ;  and,  when  arrlv^  there,  made  dili- 
gent intpixry  in  all  the  shops  to  find  one  to  purchase  $  but,  alas!  in  Vfein :  not 

•  Testament  was  for  sale  in  this,  the  principal  town  of  a  populous  county  in 
Ireknd  !  He  could  not  live  without  it.  The  Testament,  the  much-regretted 
Testament,  never  was  absent  from  his  thoughts.  He  could  dream  of  nothing 
else,  and  frequently  awoke  to  regret  that  his  desire  of  having  it  in  his  pos- 
iw^sion  was  only  k  pleasing  delusion.  Finding  no  rest,  he  returned  to  his 
master,  and  agreed  to  serve  him  half  a  year  for  the  Testament*'  f 

These  reports,  from  different  quarters  of  Ireland,  were 
confirmed  by  an  eloquent  writer;   who  observed, — "  You 

"*  First   Report  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society :    Appendix,  No. 
^ili;  anci  XIV. 
'  - 1  Eighth  Report  c^tha  Britiih  and  Foreign  Bible  jSocietjr :  Appendix,  No,  vrV 
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^«  ■     '  •  _     

Might  have  trayelled  from  one  extremity  of  the  kingdoin  to 
the  other,  and,  avoiding  the  chief  towns,  visit  every  cabin  in 
your  way,  without  finding,  perhaps,  thme  hundred  perfect 
bibles  among  three  millions  of  people.  1  speak,"  he  adda;  ' 
''  from  personal  knowledge  of  the  coimtry.'*  The  reader  will 
be  better  prepared  to  estimate  the  nature  of  this  deplorable 
disficiency,  when  he  le^s,  on  the  same  authority,  that  *'  you 
cmnot  delight  a  poor  Irish  peasant  so  much  wiUi  any  ttung 
vou  can  bestow  upon  him,  as  with  a  present  of  a  Bible:  he 
hides  it  in  his  cabin,  and  reads  it  with  an  eagerness  that  caB« 
not  be  copceived.*** 

3.  GsmESAi.  Rules  of  the  Hiberkiav  Bible  Society. 

I.  The  designation  of  this  societ/  shall  be,  ^  Tax  Hibeevian  Bibui 
Society  ;**  the  sole  object  of  which  is,  to  encourage  a  ¥rider  circulation  of 
the  Scriptures  in  Ireland. 

IL  The  copies  of  the  Scriptures  to  be  circulated  bj  the  sodetjr  shall  be  of 
the  authorised  version,  unaccompanied  by  anj  note  or  comment. 
'   ill.  Each  subscriber  of  one  guinea  annuallj  shall  be  a  member. 

IV.  Mixusters  of  all  denominations,  who  shall  transmit  annual  collections 
from  their  congr^jfations,  shall  be  members. 

V.  £ach  subscriber  oi  ten  guineas  at  one  time  shall  be  a  member  for  life. 
YI.  A  Committee  of  twenty^ne  members,  resident  in  or  near  Dublin,  shall 

be  annuaUj  appointed  to  transact  the  business  of  the  society ;  shall  fill  up 
whatever  vacancies  may  occur  in  their  body ;  and  shaU  be  empowered  to  make 
by4aw8  for  the  regulation  of  their  own  proceeditags.  Fourteen  membezB  of 
the  Committee  shall  be  eligible  for  re-election  the  ensuing  year. 

Til.  The  Committee  shall  add  to  their  number  such  members  resident 
in  the  country  as  they  shall  judge  expedient.  * 

VI IL  The  anniud  meeting  of  the  society  shall  be  held  on  the  kst 
Thursday  but  one  in  April,  when  the  committee,  treasurer,  and  secre- 
taries, shall  be  chosen,  the  accounts  presented,  and  the  proceedings  of  the 
finnesoing  year  reported. 

IX.  The  Committee  shall  meet  on  the  first  and  third  Tuesday  of  eveiy 
month,  or  oftener;  shall  call  extraordinary  general  meetings  of  the  society, 
when  expedient;  shall.  In  the  intervals  between  the  general  meetinfls, 
appoint  all  officers  of  the  society ;  and  ahall  be  charged  with  procuring  fait 
the  fociety  suitable  patronage. 

X.  Thc^keasurer  and  Secretaries  for  the  time  being  shall  be  members 
of  the  Committer 

XI.  The  minutes  of  every  General  and  Committee  Meeting  shall  be 
^gned  by  the  chairman. 

XII.  Each  member  of  the  society  shall  be  entitled,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Committee,  to  purchase  Bibles  and  Testaments  at  the  society's  prices, 
which  shall  be  as  low  as  possible. 

XIII.  It  is  the  desire  of  this  society  to  co-operate  with  every  other 
society  engaged  in  circulating  the  Scriptures  in  Ireland. 

4.  Whoever  takes  the  trouble  to  collate  these  regulations 
wiA  those  of  the  BritWii  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  will  per- 

^ . . — . . — • f 

•  Letter  to  Dr.  GaUiin,  quoted  in  Dealtr;'s  "  Vindicatiou,"  p.  43,  firit  edit. 

I 
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ceire  the  points  of  diflference,  especially  m  reference  to  the 
first  rule,  tuhich  limits  the  operations  of  the  InstituUon  to  Ire^ 
land.  It  is  ardentli^opedy  and  may  reasonably  be  expected, 
4l|at,  when  the  wants  of  that  country  shall  be  adequately  sup- 
plied, her  characteristic  zeal  and  benevolence  wiU  prompt  her 
to  become  the  fellow-helper  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  ^eat 
work  of  civilizing  and  evangelizing  tl^  human  race.  Tins 
hope  derives  additional  strength  from  the  recent  material 
improvement  in  the  system  oi  the  Hibernian  Bible  Society, 
which  is  now  assimilated,  as  nearly  as  the  pect^ar  circum- 
stances of  Ireland  and  the  limited  nature  of  th%  society 
admitj  to  that  of  the  Parent  Institution. 


S.  Bt-Laws  of  the  Geiteuax.  Commxttex,  mr  Bsovlatiovs  /•r 
ing  butinets  wkh  ikt  Auzu.xaet  Societies;  9fe,  * 

I.  All  annual  subscribers  or  benefactors  shall  be  aUowed  to  purchase, 
within  the  jear,  books  to  the  fUll  amount  of  their 'subscriptions  or  dona- 
tions, at  a  reduction  of  50  percent,  from  the  cost  price  ;  and  to  any  amount 
further,  at  cost  price. 

II.  Bene&ctors  of  ten  guineas,  not  purchasing  according  to  B^gulatiotf  I., 
may  purchase  annually  to  the  same  amount  with  annual  subscribers  of  one « 
guinea ;  and  benefactor^  of  50/.  to  the  same  amount  with  annual  subscribers 
of  five  guineas ;  and  so  on,  to  benefiictors  of  any  laiger  amount. — This  Rule 
shall  not  be  considered  as  affecting  the  privileges  of  the  present  life-aulK 
scribers,  but  only  as  regulating  the  privileges  of  niture  bendactors. 

III.  As  the  nature  of  the  connexion  of  the  Branch  Societies  with  the 
Parent  Society  will,  after  these  Rules  come  to  be  acted  upon,  be  altered,  and 
become  similar  to  the  c^nezion  of  the  societies  auxiliary  to  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society  with  that  society,  it  will  be  expedient  that  the  name 
Branch  Soeieiy  be  relinquished,  and  that  the  name  AuxUiatf  Society  be  sub- 
stituted ;  the  name  Branch  to  be  appropriated  to  extensions  of  Auxiliary 
Societies  in  towns  or  villages  within  the  district  of  the  Auxiliaiy  Society, 
and  holding  immediate  communication  with  it. 

lY.  Auxiliary  Societies,  and  Associations  m  immediate  connexion  with 
the  Parent  Society,  shall  obtain  their  stock  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  exclu- 
sively from  the  General  Depository,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  Bibles 
and  Testaments,  estimated  at  cost  prices,  to  the  fuU  amount  of  all  money 
remitted  by  them,  whether  collected  from  contributions,  or  from  the  saljB 
of  books :  and  they  shall  be  requested  annually  to  devote  to  the^beral  pur- 
poses of  the  society  such  part  of  their  funds  as  they  may  be  able  to  afford. 

V.  It  shall  be  competent  for  any  Auxiliary  Society  to  apply  for  a  gra- 
tuitous  grant  of  books ;  and  for  the  General  Committee,  if  they  see  fit,  to  - 
grant  it. 

TI.  To  enable  the  General  Committee  to  make  gratuitous  grants  of 
Bibles  and  Testaments  to  thoqe  districts  of  the  country  which  are  most  ne- 
cessitous, it  shall  appesl  to  the  Christian  charity  of  its  subscribers,  and  of 
those  Auxilisry  Societies  and  Associations  that  are  in  more  highly  fiivoured 
districts,  to  leave  a  balance  annually  in  its  hands  for  that  purpose  ;  sub- 
mitting it,  however,  entirely  to  their  own  judgment 

•  The  term  "  Parent  Society,"  throughout  thcfe  By-Laws,  refers  to  tba 
Hibernian  Bible  Society. 
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^  ^h^T^^  ■»<>^e'finf^><»lMi«givenbyanyAuxili«rf  Society,  it  Bhall 
befidfiUed,  as  a  matter  of  coune,  to  the  amount  of  the  money  remitteiL 
proinded  the  society  have  the  description  of  books  ordeied.  Butwhenaanu 
tuitous  grant  of  books  is  lequiied,  the  Committee  ahan  transmit  a  M  of 
queries  to  be  answered,  and  the  request  shall  come  befine  them  in  the  form 
ofamemoriaL 

VIIL  The  Auxiliary  Societies  shaU  each  have  districts  of  country  assigned 
to  them,  to  be  determined  chiefly  by  themselves,  but  under  the  advue  of 
the  General  Committee ;  £rom  which  districts  they  shall  take  their  names, 
and  in  which  they  shall  respectiyely  be  entrusted  with  the  whole  manage, 
ment  of  the  society's  business-^as,  the  esUblishment  of  depositories,  the  dr. 
eolation  of  the  Scriptures,  either  by  sale  or  gratuitous  distribution,  the  fix. 
ing  of  prices,  defrayinff  of  local  expenses,  && ;  and  so  long  as  any  Auxiliary 
Society  does  not  exceed  in  its  demands  the  monejr  remitted  by  it,  the  Gene- 
ral Committee  shall  not  interfere  with  It  in  these  respects,  otherwise  than 
in  the  way  of  kind  inquiry,  exhortstion,  advice,  and  assistance  t  but  when 
gcvits  of  the  Scriptures  are  required,  the  Committee  shall  feel  themsdvea 
at  liberty  to  make  what  stipulations  they  may  judge  expedient. 

IX.  It  shall  be  recommended  to  Auxiliuy  and  Branch  Sodetiea  to  give  to 
their  subscribers  and  benefactors  the  same  privileges  which  are  given  by  the 
Genstai  Committee  to  subscrifiers  sndbendBulo^  of  the  Parent  Society. 

X.  The  Committee  shall  use  eveiy  pnctioable  means  to  procure  the 
finrraation  -of  Bikte  ^$9odaHm$t  and  Peimi^-tb.W9€k  StitHety  in  aid  of  the 
scKiet/.    When  such  an  Association  is  fixrmed  within  the  district  of  any  Aux* 
iliaiy  Society,  it  may  be  connected  with  it  on  the  same  general  principles  on 
which  the  Auxiliaiy  Societies  axe  connected  with  the  Parwt  Society:  and 
unless  it  choose  to  form  a  depository  of  its  own,  the  subspriben  to  the  Assol 
dation  may  enjoy  the  privil^  of  purchasing  at  the  depository  of  the  Aux- 
iUaj^  Society,  on  the  same  terms  with  its  own  subscribers    Auxiliary  So- 
cieties may  make  gratuitous  grants  to  Associations,  on  the  same  principles  on 
which  the  Qeneral  Conunittee  may  make  them  to  Auxiliaxy  Societies.    If  an 
Association  be  ibrmed  in  any  district  where  there  is  no  Auxiliaxy  Sodety;  or 
if^  whciethereis  one,  sny  drcumstances  may  exist  that  would  render  it  niox« 
expedient  that  it  should  correspond  immediately  with  the  Parent  Society;  it 
may  be  united  to  the  Parent  Sodety  on  the  same  footing  .as  if  it  were  united 
to  an  Auxiliaxy  Sodety . 

XL  The  General  Comndtt^  shall  endeavour  to  keep  up  a  stock  of  such 
descriptions  of  Bibles  and  Testamenta  as  the  AuxiUaiy  Societies  and  sub- 
scriben  may  require. 

XII.  Auxiliary  Societies  shall  be  xequested  to  transmit  their  lists  of  sub- 
scriptions 9U^  donations,  actually  received,  to  the  General  C<«milttee  $  and 
tiiew  tists,  fir  desired,  the  General  Committee  shall  publish,  separately  and 
literally,  in  the  Annual  Report  Public  notice  shall  be  given  on  the  report, 
innually,  that  such  lists,  intended  for  publication,  must  be  transmitted  pre« 
rionaiy  to  the  first  of  March  in  each  year. 

XIIT.  The  General  Committee  shall  use  aU  its  endeavours  to  procure 
wch  information  as  may  interest  the  Committees  of  the  Auxiliary  Societies 
and  Associations,  and  assist  and  stimulate  them  in  their  duties ;  and  transmit 
it  promptly  and  regularly  to  them. 

XIV.  The  General  Committee  shall  deliver  all  books,  sold  or  gmted  by 
them,  fiiee  of  expense  of  carriage  within  the  dty  of  Dublin. 

6.  In  the  spirit  of  these  reguhiliohs,  an  address  was 
pirinted  tfnd  liberally  eircalated,  callii^  the  attention  of  the 
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public  to  the  magnitude  and  importance  of  the  object ;  sug- 

gesting  a  plan  oL  operations  tor  extending  the  Auxiliary 
ystem ;  and  inviting  persons  of  all  denominations  to  come 
forward  and  carry  it  into  execution.  Of  the  beneficial  efiects 
which  have  already  resulted  from  those  judicious  measures, 
^e  following  extract  from  the  Sixteenth  Report  of  the  British 
and  Foreign  Bible  Society  is  a  satisfactory  evidence : — 

^  Ireland  has  proceeded  on  the  system  of  improved  organization,  noticed 
5n  your  last  import ;  and  the  result  has  been,  that,  in  the  course  of  the  last 
year,  the  Hibernian  Bible  Society  has  doubled  its  circulation  of  the  Scrip- 
tures, formed  new  Auxiliary  Societies,  revived  old  ones  which  had  become 
inactive,  and  witnessed  generally  the  manifest  indications  of  great  and  in- 
creasing  prosperity." 

The  importance  of  those  measures,  and  of  the  results  to 
which  they  have  led,  will  be  more  fiiUy  appreciated  by  re- 
ferring to  the  language  of  the  Committee  in  their  report 
for  1810:— 

*^  The  demands  for  Bibles  and  Testaments  during  the  last  year  were  so  * 
matf  that,  had  it  not  been  for  the  liberality  of  the  British  and  Foreign 
Bible  Society,  the  Committee  would  have  been  compelled  to  put  a  atop  to* 
their  proceedings.** 

Now  that  the  resources  of  Ireland  are  called  forth,  and 
that  plans  are  devised  for  the  more  general  establishment  of 
Auxiliary  Societies,  and  especially  of  Bible  Associations, 
throughout  the  country, ,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  she  will 
not  only  meet  the  exigencies  of  her  own  population,  but,  ere 
long,  be  in  a  condition  to  contribute  her  assistance  to  the  ge- 
neral purposes  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society^ 

7.  The  number  of  Auxiliary  Societies  in  connexion  with 
the  Hibernian  Bible  Society,  is  thirty-five ;  of  which  fourteen 
aT^  County  Societies  : — and  of  Bible  Associations,  twenty- 
eight  The  total  number  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  issued, 
from  the  formation  of  the  society  to  the  31st  of  March 
1820,  is  254,048.  In  the  list  of  patronage,  it  is  hidily  satis- 
factory  to  observe,  the  Lord  Primate  of  Ireland,  the  Arch- 
bishops of  Dublin  and  Tuam,  and  nine  other  distinguished 
prelates  of  the  Irish  Bench.  The  officers  consist  of  a  trea- 
surer, three  secretaries,  an  assistant  secretary,  and  collector. 

The  following  extracts,  to  which  many  other  similar  tes- 
timonies might  be  adde^  will  demonstrate  the  beneficial 
effects  of  this  institution :-« 

From  the  Report  of  the  Sligo  Bible  Society : — 

''  The  word  of  God  has  forced  iU  way  into  the  most  unenlightened  pavU 
of  yous  county.     Villages,  glens,  and  mountains,  denied  by  nature  thft 
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dieering  beams  of  the  sun,  have  received  ample  compensation,  in  having  ' 
their  hitherto  unpieroed  clouds  of  ignorance  dispelled  by  the  rays  of  the 
Gospel  The  Bible  has  now  become  the  class-book  of  the  hedge-school,  and 
supplanted  those  foolish  legends  which  poisoned  the  minds  of  youth.  The 
children  read  no  other  book  ;  and  must  necessarily  imbibe  all  their  ideas  of 
good  and  evil  from  this  pure  fountain  of  morality,  this  unerring  standard  of' 
ngfat  and  wrong.  The  attention  of  the  parents  has  been  arrested,  by  the  read, 
iflg  of  their  children  at  home ;  and  in  many  places  they  hare  attended,  with 
adults,  the  evening  schools  which  have  been  opened  for  instructing  persona 
prohibited  by  their  daily  occupations  from  giving  up  any  other  portion  of 
their  time.  Nor  is  this  the  only  effect  of  the  diculation  of  the  word  of  Gon. 
Your  Committee  have  been  credibly  informed,  that,  in  several  remote  vil- 
laffea  of  your  county,  numbers  of  persons,  anxious  to  receive  Scriptural  know- 
le^ge,  meet  together  after  the  close  of  the  evening  schools,  not,  as  formerly, 
to  witness  scenes  of  idle  amusement,  drunkenness,  and  gaming,  or  to  enter 
into  illegal  combinations  and  dangerous  conqpindea,  but  to  hear  the  sacred 
volume  read  aloud  to  them,  and  to  listen  to  those  sublime  precepts  which 
iMXilcate  love  to  their  nei^bours,  loyalty  to  their  king,  and  reverence  tp 
their  Goi>."» 

From  the  Ninth  Report  of  the  ISbemian  Bible  Society:-- 

**  Your  Committee  could  mention  entire  villages,  formerly  the  abodes  of 
idleness  and  immorality,  nmw  exhibiting  the  pleasing  aspect  of  industry  and 
decorum.  The  blasphemer  foars  an  oath  ; — the  Sabbath-breaker  respects  the 
holy  day  of  rest ;— the  drunkard  is  sober ;— and  he  that  stole,  steals  no  more, 
\  but  labours  with  his  hands,  to  provide  things  honest  in  the  sight  of  all  men.' 

*^  A  striking  proof  of  the  salutary  effect  produced  by  the  dreulation  of  tha 
holy  scriptures,  has  recently  come  to  the  knowledge  of  your  Committee,  and 
deserves  particular  notice : — ^  A  middle  aged  num,  who  had  been  lately 
expeUed  firom  a  yeomaniy  corps  in  consequence  of  expressing  rebellioua 
sentiments,  has,  since  that  disgraceful  occurrence,  been  so  changed  by 
reading  the  Bible,  that  he  is  reported  by  the  clergyman  of  his  parish  to  be  « 
II0W  a  person  in  whose  loyalty  and  integrity  he  can  place  the  fbUest  oom 
fidence.'" 


Although  not  immediately  coraiected  with  the  direct  object 
of  this  work,  it  would  be  an  act  of  the  greatest  injustice  to 
conclude  a  section  appropriated  to  Ireland,,  without  a  dis- 
tinct reference  to  two  other  institutions,  which  haye  essentiallj 
contributed  to  the  moral  and  religious  improvement  of  that 
country,  by  the  circulation  of  the  holy  scriptures. 

These  are,  '^  The  London  Hibernian  Society,  for  establishinff 
Schools,  and  circulating  the  Holy  Scriptures  in  Ireland,"  formed 
m  the  year  1806;  and  "  The  Sufiday^School  Society  for  Ireland,"* 
established  in  1810. 

The  former  has  now  under  its  care  529  schools,  containing 
58,20^  scholars ;  and  is  only  prevented  by  the  state  of  ita 


*  Twelfth  Report  of  the  British  and    Foreign  Bible  Society  i  Appeodiz^ 
Ma  Lzxx.  . 
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fiind^^  from  extending  its  operations  in  a  fourfold  decree.* 
The  number  of  Sunday  scnools  connected  with  the  latter 
instituttoB,  is  1091,  containing  1 13,525  scholars;  and  its  sphere' 
of  usefulness  is  progressively  enlarging.f  To  both  of  these 
institutions,  the  jBriti^  and  Foreign  BiUe  Society  has  fre- 
quently afforded  the  most  efficient  aid,  by  grants  of  the  holy 
scrrotures  for  the  use  of  dieir  schools,  to  an  extent  exceeding^ 
in  me  aggregate,  seventy  thousand  copies. 


SECTION  XIV. 

GENERAL    REMARKS. 

1.  The  reader,  who  has  thus  fiur  traced  the  system  of  the 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  and  the  more  pronunent 
results  of  its  operations, 'will  be  prepared  to  acknowledffe  tiie 
justice  of  that  sentiment,  with  the  expresuon  of  whioi  this 
chapter  commenced ;  and  be  disposed  to  ascribe  die  origin, 
the  extent,  and  the  success  of  the  institution,  to  him  alone, 
**  who  is  wonderful  in  counsel^  and  excellent  in  working/*  It 
has  been  well  observed,  tiiat  '^  the  seed  from  which  this 
frtutful  plant  has  sprung,  was  sown  in  a  season  apparently 
litde  favourable  to  its  growth  and  fertility:  but,  nourished 
by  the  secret  influences  of  Heaven,  it  has  arisen  and  flourished 
amidst  storms  and  convulsions ;  extending  its  loaded  boughs 
to  the  ends  of  the  earth,  and  offering  the  blessings  of  shade 
and  refreshment  to  tiie  weary  and  afflicted  of  every  nation 
under  heaven.  It  is  still  putting  forth  fresh  shoots,  in  ahnost 
every  direction ;  and  proclaiming,  to  all  who  are  hungering 
and  thirstiiu;  aiker  righteousness,  **  Fear  not** — **for  the  tree 
beareth  herfivit:*X 

Next  to  the  protecting  hand  of  Divine  Providence,  the 
success  of  the  society  is  attributable  to  its  strict  adherence  to 
the  two  great  and  fundamental  principles  of  the  institution— 
the  distribution  oi  the  Scriptures  alone;  and  the  admission  of 
porsons  of  all  religious  denominations  to  a  participation  of  its 
privileges  and  its  hbours.  But  it  is  equally  evident,  tiiat  no 
mconsiderable  portion  of  this  success  may  be  traced  to  the 
SYSTEM  of  the  Society,  anA  to  those  improvements  of  it  which 
have  from  time  to  time  been  adopted.    Whether  this  system 


*  See  Fourteenth  Report  of  the  London  **  Hibernian  Society." 
t  See  Tenth  Report  of  <«  the  Sunday  School  Society  for  Ireland." 
I  Tenth  Report  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  SociAy,  p.  Ivif . 
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Iiare  yet  attained  that  degree  of  perfection  of  which  it  ia 
susceptible^  is  a  question  worthy  tne  consideration  of  every 
National  Bible  Society  and  any  suffgestions  in  furtherance  of 
this  olgect  will  be  treated  with  indiugence. 

£.  The  distribution  of  the  Scriptures  throughout  the  world, 
may  appear  to  be  a  simple  design ;  and  so  far  as  the  term 
indicates  a  siQgleness  of  object,  it  is  so :  but  the  extraordinary 
fact,  diat  three  hundred  and  fi%  years  had  elapsed  from  the 
inyention  of  the  art  of  printing,  before  any  adequate  measunes 
were  devised  for  the  attainment  of  this  object,  is  a  comdusive 
proof  that  its  importance  was  not  duly  appreciated ;  or,  that  the 
means  of  its  accomplishment,  if  suggested,  were  deemed  insuffi- 
cient Those  means  are  now  hapj^y  provided ;  but  it  is  evident 
that  the  superintendence  whichanational  institution  can  exercise 
over  their  operation,  must  be  of  a  very  general,  tiiough  highly 
beneficial  nature.  Ihe  system  of  the  society  is  founded  on 
the  subniivision  of  labour;  and  this  principle,  in  its  practical 
application,  descends  from  the  Parent  Committee  to  its  Auxi- 
liaries and  Branches,  and  thence  to  their  Associations,  until  it 
is  brought  down  to  tiie  actual  dissemination  of  the  Scriptures 
among  the  people. 

A  National  Bible  Society,  if  properly  organised,  and  its 
executive  details  conducted  by  Sub»Committees,  as  reconn 
mended  in  Section  II.,  will  find  ample  employment  in  the 
exercise  of  tiiis  superintendence ;  which  may  be  divided  into 
•the  following  branches  :-*- 

X.  The  employment  oT  Agents. 

II.  The  establishment  and  assistance  of  Auxiliary  Societies  and 
Associations. 

III.  The  publication  of  important  and  interesting  information. 

IV.  The  means  of  insuring  a  r^ular  and  adequate  supply  of  Bibles 

and  Testaments. 
V.  The  correct  appropriation  of  the  funds  placed  at  its  disposal. 

On  each  of  which  a  few  suggestions  will  be  submitted. 

8.  The  numerous  and  important  advantages  of  judicious  an4 
wdl-qualified  ageniSf  cannot  be  too  stronsly  impressed  on 
tiie  attention  of  the  Committees  of  Bible  Institutions.  This 
subject  has  been  amply  illustrated  in  Section  VII.,  as  regards 
the  foreign  operations  of  tiie  Parent  Society:  and  the  follow- 
ing instances  will  afford  sufficient  evidence  of  the  value  of 
domestic  agency,  in  promoting  tlie  organization  of  local  esta- 
blishments. 


!» 
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Comparative  State  of  different  Auxiliary  Societies. 


T)ie  Reading  Auxiliaiy  Society  was  established  in  March  I8O9; 
and  was  re-organized  in  April  181 6.  The  follpwingare  the 
comparative  results :—  ^ 


In  AMU  Yean  under  funner  Syitemf 

Total AmoontGoirecied.... £.9066  18    7 

Ditto        remitted  to  \     iqao    7    r 

Parent  Society  5     ^^^   ^    ^ 

ITSS  BiUea  and  Teatamenta  diatriboted. 


In  F^ur  Yean  under  inpiofed  Syalemt 

Total  Amount Gon^^.... £.9435  IS    1 

Ditto        remitted  to  1    oqaa  ir    a 

Parent  Society  5    2290  16    0 

8806  Bibles  and  Testanents  distriboted. 


Tlie  Liverpool  Auxiliary  Society  was  established  in  March  1811 ; 
and  was  re-organized  in  January  1818.  The  following  are  the 
oomparatiTe  results  :-— 

In  Seven  Yean  vnder  foraier  Syrtem: 

Tola]  Amoont  collected. . .  .£J6917  10    8 
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Parent  Society  5 
91,913  l^les  and  Testaments  distribnted. 


In  Thoo  Yean  under  improved  Syitem : 

Total  Amount  collected...  ^£.6196    7    0 

Ditto        remitted  to  7     Bovr  10    1 

Parent  Society  5     ow  »    1 

15,409  Bibles  and  Testaments  dirtHbnted. 


The  Northamptonshire  Auxiliary  Society  was  established  in 
May  1812;  and  was  re-organized  in  October  181 7.  The  fol- 
lowing are  the  comparative  results : — 


In  Five  Yean  nnder  former  System : 

Total  Amoont coDected.... £.4709    8    8 

Ditto        remitted  to  ^    ^m    a    a 

Parent  Society  5     ^'®    ^    ^ 

8070  Bibles  and  Testaments  distributed. 


In  7%?M  Yean  under  improved  Syatem : 

«nt collected.... £.4193    7    9 

r»unitted  io  \    qimj    «  ,, 

Parent  Society  5    39S4    S  11 

10,004  Bibles  and  Tei 


Total 
Ditto 


The  Plymouth,  &c.  Auxiliary  Society  was  established  in  July 
181 1 ;  and  was  re-organized  in  November  1SI8.  The  following 
are  the  comparative  results  : — 


In  Stven  Years  under  former  System : 

ToUl  Amount coll^^.... £.9517    7    6 

Ditto        remitted  to  >     a^g^    »  .^ 

Pannt  Society  5    ^^    ^  ^® 

6930  Bibles  and  Testaments  distributed. 


In  Two  Yean  under  improved  System? 

Total  Amount  colkctod.... £.3317  18    9 

Ditto    .    remitted  io  \     (ww^  |^    » 

l^aient  Society  5     -»»  16    6 

6046  Bibles  and  Testaments  distriboladi 


The  Valb-of- Aylesbury  Auxiliary  Society  was  established  in 
August  1815 ;  and  re-organized  in  Octobel'  181 7.  The  fdlow- 
ing  are  the  comparative  results:— 

In  Tioo  Years  under  former  System : 


Total  Amount  collected £.943  11    4 

Ditto        remitted  io  \ 
Pisrant  Society  5 


173  11  10 
817  Bibles  and  TestamenU  distributed. 


In  Two  Yean  under  improred  System : 

Total  Amoont  collected « . .  .£.1316    3    6 

Ditto         remitted  to  >     moR  19    * 

Parent  Society  5     ™5  ^^   * 

9673  Bibles  and  TestamenU  distribnted. 
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On  the  Kmplo^ment  of  Agents. — Qualificatioiu  neoeeBBfyfor  an  Agent 

Similar  effects  have  followed  the  adoption  of  the  system 
wherever  it  has  be^n  steadily  pursued;  and,  as  the  employ- 
iQent  of  suitable  agehta  appears  to  be  the  only  mode  by  which 
it  can  be  generaUy  introjduced,  the  attention  of  National  Pible 
Societies  should  be  directed  to  the  selection  and  appointment 
of  individuals,  properly  qualified  for  this  important  depart- 
ment The  astonishing  success  that  has  attended  the  ex»- 
tions  of  the  Parent  Society's  foreign  agents — of  which  a 
sketch  has  been  already  given — and  the  considerations  which 
it  forces  on  every  reflecting  mind,  furnish  an  imperative  call 
for  the  increase  of  such  devoted  labourers,  to  give  effect  to 
the  gracious  purposes  of  Divine  Providence. 

An  agent  should  be  intimately  acquainted  with  the  system 
of  the  society,  throughout  its  various  departments,  and  quali- 
fied to  assist  in  forming  and  organizing  new  societies  and 
associations.  In  the  pursuit  of  his  object,  ^he  will  find  the 
advantage  of  consulting  those  individuals  l^hose  station  and 
influence  in  society,  and  knowledge  of  the  district,  render 
them  competent  advisers ;  and  as  the  attainment  of  a  positive 
good- may  be  retarded,  if  not  frustrated,  by  injudicious  haste, 
he  should  always  be  influenced  in  his  proceedings  by  local 
circumstances. 

The  attendance  of  general  meetings  constitutes  a  promi- 
nent duty;  but  his  services  in  the  committee-room  are  fire* 
quently  of  equal,  if  not  superior,  importance;  and  his  arrange- 
ments should  alwajrs  be  made  with  especial  reference  to  tnis 
latter  object,  to  which  a  more  distinct  allusion  will  be  made 
in  the  next  chapter.  He  should  be  furnished  with  an  ade- 
quate supply  of  those'publications  which  explain  and  illustrate 
tne  design  and  beneficial  effects  of  the  society;  and  avail  him- 
self of  every  favourable  opportunity  to  circulate  information  on 
the  subject 

In  visiting  Auxiliary  Societies  and  Associations,  he  should 
note  their  comparative  progress  or  declension; — investigate 
the  causes  of  such  effect; — point  out,  temperately,  but 
firmly,  the  slightest  deviation  from  the  strict  line  of  proce- 
dure recommended  by  the  Parent  Institution ; — ^and  examine 
the  tendency  of  every  measure  adopted  for  giving  increased 
local  facility  to  their  operations.  In  no  respect  can  his 
attention  and  superintendence  be  more  profitably  directed, 
than  to  the  inspection  and  revision  of  the  account-books  of 
local  societies.  As  it  must  be  a  source  of  satisfaction  to  aU 
parties,  to  have  these  books  kept  in  a  correct  and  methodical 
manner,  so  as  to  exhibit,  at  any  period,  the  actual  state  of 
the  funds  and  stock  of  the  society,  any  suggestions  in  fur- 
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therance  of  this  object  will  be  gratefully  appreciated.  Nor 
should  he  omit  to  recommend,  where  necessary,  the  regular 
collection  of  the  annual  subscriptions ;  the  immediate  circii- 
lation  of  the  reports,  and  olher  pub^cations,  of  the  Parent 
Society ;  and  that  strict  observance  of  economy,  in  eyery 
department,  which  is  alike  essential  to  the  character  and 
prosperity  of  the  institution.  His  correspondence  with  the 
Parent  Committee  should  be  frequent  and  confidential,  inr 
eluding  an  exposition  of  the  actual  state  of  every  sodely  he 
visits.  And  he  should  proceed  in  his  work  under  the  con- 
stant recollection,  that  he  is  the  representative  of  an  mstitu- 
tion,  whose  object  is  peace,  and  whose  watch-word  is  cha^ 

RITY. 

*^  Let  eveiy  man  when  he  puts  his  htnd  to  this  work,  consider  that  he  u 
entering  Into  the  immediate  service  of  the  Most  High  Qon ;  that  he  is  en- 
gaging in  an  enterprise  which  is  capable  of  producing  more  important  results 
for  this  country,  and  for  the  world  at  large,  than  ue  greatest  events  of  a 
mere  temporal  character  ever  have  produced ;  that  he  as|ttres  to  the  high 
honour  of  being  instrumental  in  a  great  moral  and  sjnritual  renovation, 
which  Gojo  has  declared  the  world  wifi  undeioo,  and  to  the  effecting  of  whi^ 
He  invites  the  services  of  those  who  fear  and  love  Him :  and  let  eveiy  one 
bring  with  him  to  this  service,  such  a  solemnity  of  mind,  such  a  conviction 
of  the  importance  of  it,  and  such  a  high  sense  of  his  privilege  in  being  per- 
mitted to  engage  in  it,  as  will  prepare  him  for  undertaking  whatever  part  of 
the  duty  may  be  committed  to  him,  with  alacrity,  and  with  a  firm,  decided 
purpose  of  diligence  and  persevevanoe.  While  those  who  embark  in  this 
great  cause,  do  so  with  a  seriousness  becoming  its  importance,  let  them,  at 
tiie  same  time,  place  their  sole  relianee  on  the  special  interference  and 
blessing  of  God  ;  let  them,  lift  up  their  hands  and  eyes  to  Him  who  dwells 
in  Heaven:  and  ask  his  support  and  direction,  who  idone  can  guide  them  In 
peiplexity  end  sustain  them  under  discouragements ;  who  can  remove  ob- 
stacles, quell  oppoaition,  and,as  the  rivers  of  water,  turn  the  hearts  of  nsBB 
whithersoever  he  wilL*'  * 

When  agents  are  intrusted  with  Bibles  and  Testaments 
for  distribution,  as  is  sometimes  the  case,  especially  on  the 
continent,  they  should  be  particularly  careful  not  to  circulate 
tiiem  in  places  where  societies  are  established,  without  a  pre- 
vious arrangement  with  the  local  committees;  as,  by  neglect- 
ing this  precaution,  they  may  injuriously  interfere  with  thd 
Jlans  of  such  societies.  And  in  every  instance  gratuitous 
istribution  should,  as  much  as  possible,  be  avoided ;  and  the 
people  be  induced  to  purchase  the  Scriptures,  which  are 
generally  valued  and  read  in  direct  proportion  to  the  expense 
or  trouMe  which  they  have  cost  in  obtfluning  them.  A  judi- 
cious regulation  on  this  subject  was  adopted  at  an  early 
period  by  the  exemplary  Committee  of  die  Bftsle  Bible  So- 

•  AddreM  of  Uie  Conuiittee  of  the  Hibernian  Bibk  Sodetj,  18S0. 
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dety,  on  placing  a  number  of  French  Testaments  in  the 
hands  of  a  pious  and  zealous  clergyman  for  dbtribution. 
After  reducing  the  price  of  each  copy  to  eighteen-pence, 
they  inform  their  agent,  that  "  he  is  at  liberty  to  sell  some  of 
the  copies  at  a  hi^er  price  to  wealthier  persons,  in  order 
that  he  may  be  enabled  to  sell  them  to  poorer  classes  for 
less  than  eighteen-penoe,  and  to  give  some  away  to  the  most 
indigent  and  worthy.'* 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  observe,  that  grants  of  Bibles 
and  Testaments  for  distribution  should  never  be  made  to  an 
individual,  if  a  society  be  established  in  the  district  Li  this, 
as  in  other  respects,  all  unnecessary  interference  with  the 
local  institution  must  prove  injurious. 

4.  It  is  in  promoting  and  supporting  the  Auxiliary  System 
that  a  national  society  is  peculiarly  incuspensable,  and  consti- 
tutes a  common  centre  of  union  and  of  strength.  Without 
this  central  medium,  the  cause  might  indeed  go  forward,  in  a 
partial,  unconnected,  and  imperfect  manner,  but  destitute  of 
that  order,  cohesion,  and  tmiformity  of  proceeding  which 
eharacterize  the  institution,  and  give  facility  to  all  its  opera- 
tions. By  allotting  to  every  department  its  own  particular 
duty,  and  providing  for  the  strict  adherence  of  each  to  its 
own  business  exclusively,  tiie  duties  of  the  several  parts  are 
kept  distinct  and  separate,  the  great  work  is  carried  forward 
with  comfort,  while  regularity  and  energy  pervade  the  whole. 

It  is  extremely  desirable  that  some  plan  may  be  devised, 
by  which  the  annual  meetings  of  Auxiliary  Societies  shall  be 
held  in  regular  succession,  on  fixed  and  certain  days,  so  as  to 
allow  of  those  preliminary  arrangements  which  may  secure 
assistance  from  the  Parent  Institutioa  The  great  and  in- 
creasing number  of  those  societies  in  Great  Britain,  precludes  > 
die  possibility  of  such  a  measure,  witii  a  view  to  the  attend- 
ance  of  all  those  meetings  by  the  same  individuals  ;  but  the 
object  may  be  attained  by  foUowinflr  the  example  of  the 
Assize  Circuits,  and  making  ail  annual  appointment  of  visiters 
for  each  division  of  the  kingdom.  If  a  map  of  the  country, 
indicating  those  portions  of  it  in  which  Auxiliary  Societies 
and  Associations  are  formed,  were  placed  in  the  Committee 
Room  of  every  National  Bible  Society,  it  would  materially 
assist  the  arrangement  now  suggested.  A  similar  plan  mav 
be  beneficially  adopted  by  tiie  Associations  in  connexion  with 
any  particular  Auxiliary  Society,  so  as  to  secure  the  assist- 
ance of  a  deputation  from  the  latter :  this  has  been  done  in 
SoiUkwari;  and  the  happy  effects  will  be  detailed  in  tiieir 
proper  place. 
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*  It  would  further  facilitate  the  communication  between  the 
Committee  of  every  national  society,  and  the  Committees  of 
its  affiliated  institutions,  if  the  latter  were  to  inform  the 
Parent  Committee  of  their  days  of  meeting,  which  should  be 
entered  in  a  book  kept  for  that  purpose.  And  it  may  not  be 
improper  to  suggest  the  advantage  of  holding  those  Com- 
mittee Meetings  early  in  the  month,  in  order  to  receive  and 
distribute  the  Monthly  Extracts.  ^ 

It  will  be  evident,  that  when  individual  applications  are 
made  to  National  Societies  for  grants,  of  Bibles  and  Testa- 
ments, the  first  consideration  should  be,  whether  local  means 
be  not  already  provided  for  the  supply  of  the  applicants.  If 
an  Auxiliary  Society  be  established  in  the  district,  the  claim 
should  be  referred  to  it  in  the  first  instance ;  and  then  all 
interference  which  might  lead  to  confusion  will  be  avoided. 
Even  when  the  grant  is  solicited  for  prisons,  hospitals,  con- 
vict-ships, &c.  it  will  be  found  advantageous  to  make  it 
through  the  medium  of  the  Auxiliary  Society,  which  may  be 
credited  in  account  for  the  amount  of  such  grant  It  may  be 
safely  laid  down  as  a  general  rule,  that  local  necessities  should 
be  investigated  and  supplied  by  local  societies;  and  any 
deviation  from  this  rule  should  be  considered  as  an  exception, 
justified  by  peculiar  circumstances  alone. 

If  any  Auxiliary  Society  require  a  supply  of  Bibles  and  Tes- 
taments, to  an  amoimt  greater  than  the  balance  in  its  favour 
in  the  Parent  Society's  books,  a  minute  investigation  should 
precede  the  grant.  Such  an  application  wo^ld  be  novel  in 
Great  Britain,  where  it  is  the  principle  of  every  Bible  Society 
and  Association,  at  least,  to  support  itself,  if  it  cannot  contii* 
bute  in  aid  of  the  general  object;  but  the  case  is  diffident  on 
the  continent;  ana  widiout  the  occasional  aid  of  the  Parent 
Institution  or  National  Society,  the  demands  could  not  be 
adequately  supplied. 

It  may  be  worth  the  consideration  of  National  Societies, 
whether  the  establishment  of  Auxiliaries  and  Associations 
will  not  be  facilitated,  by  keeping  a  stock  of  Minute  and 
Account  Books,  to  be  sold  to  such  societies  at  the  cost 
prices.  A  similarity  of  plan  throughout  the  various  parts  of 
the  system  will  thus  be  secured,  and  the  mode  of  conducting 
the  business  rendered  plain  and  intelligible.  The  Hibernian 
Bible  Society  has  adopted  this  plan  with  considerable  ad* 
vantage. 

5.  The  circulation  of  important  and  interesting  information 
has  been  already  referred  to,  as  one  of  the  most  efficient 
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Correct  Iletums  from  all  Auxiliaries,  &c  very  desirable. 

means  by  which  the  design  of  the  institution  has  been  pro* 
muted.*      But  it  cannot  be  too  strongly  recommended  to 
National  Societies,   to  provide    for  the  early  and  regular 
delivery  of  those  publications  to  their  subscribers  and  affili- 
ated societies,  and  to  apportion  the  space  allotted  to  intelli- 
gence, so  that  every  department  may  receive  a  due  share  of 
attention.     The  Annual  Report  should  appear  as  soon  ns 
possible  after  every  General  Meeting,  so  as  to  confirm  the 
impression  made  and  the  interest  excited  by  the  latter.    The 
Appendix  should  contain  a  judicious  selection  of  extracts  $ 
but  brevity  should  be   studied,  not  only  from  motives  of 
economy,  but  because  a  voluminous  report  is  seldom  read  by 
the  great  majority  of  those  who  receive  it,  and  is  unnecessary 
in  reference  to  those  Societies  which  publish  monthly  ex- 
tracts of  correspondence.     For  similar  reasons,  the  list  of 
individual  subscribers  may  be  advantageously  omitted  in  the 
copies   designed    for   general    circulation.       Every    means 
should  be  adopted  to  procure  correct  returns  of  all  Societies  * 
in  connexion  with  the  National  Institution,  and  to  insert  them 
in  the  Annual  Report,  under  their  respective  heads  of— Aux- 
iliaries, Branches,  Associations,  Marine,  Juvenile,  and  Me- 
chanics' Societies — the  five  latter  being  classed  under  the 
Auxiliary  Societies  with  which  they  are  severally  connected. 
The  interest  and  advantage  of  such  a  list  would  be  materially 
increased,  if  the  following  particulars  were  inserted  opposite 
to  each : — 1.  The  estimated  population  of  the  district.    2,  The 
number  of  individuals  engaged  as  officers,  collectors,  &c. 
3.  The  total  number  of  subscribers.    4.  The  total  number  of 
Bibles  and  Testaments  distributed.     5.  The  total  amount  re- 
ceived :   and,  6.  The  amount  remitted  for  the  general  ol^ect 
of  the  Parent  Society.     A  printed  circular,  with  a  blank  form 
of  the  required  abstract,  sent  annually  to  the  Committee  of 
every  Auxiliary  Society,  appears  to  be  the  best  mode  of 
attaining  this  object ;  which  will  be  sufficiently  illustrated  by 
the  following  specimen  of  a  return — the  entries   in  Italics 
being  made  by  the  Secretaries  of  the  Auxiliary  Society^    By 
deducting  the  aggregate  population  of  those  districts  in  which 
a  Branch  Society  and  Associations  are  established,  irom  the 
total  population  of  the  entire  district  embraced  by  the  Aux- 
iliary Society,,  as  specified  in  the  first  line,  the  proportion  of 
the  latter,  which  is  still  unoccupied  by  Local  Bible  Institutions! 
is  immediately  ascertained. 

•  S«e  SecUon  YIII. 
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SPECIMEN. 

Reading  Auxiliart  Societt. 
Abstract  to  the  11th  ot  April  18S0. 


VAMB  OF  SOCIETT, 

Ptopalalion 

Mamber 

ofOfiicen 

ComiDittce 

Toul  Mo.  of 

pteMnt 
Sobtcriben. 

ToUl  No.  of 

Bibles  &TetU 

dUtribated. 

Total 
Araoonc 
raccivcd. 

Acoditfv  Auxiliary 

8^,000 

50 
5 

93 
8 

3,534 
5 

2,738  10    9 
54    6    8 

3,000 

!>•. 

iy». 

\ 

iy- 

AMriSN^  Anodation . . . 

13,000 

95 

763 

3,135 

1,378  18    3 

OiAJii^Aaw    B*. 

SmBnmek. 

16 

90 

367 

308    8    6 

SkmfiM,  tfe.  B*. 

3,000 

14 

110 

437 

365    3    9 

Bmrgk/hU     B». 

500 

8 

71 

60 

89  15    0 

B«. 

B». 

B^. 

. 

B«. 

B*. 

Marine  Socy. 

none 

Juvenile  B». 

IMM 

B*. 

Mechanics  B». 

none 

B^. 
General  Total.. 
Total  Amount  ren 

16,500 

188 

1,135 

5,538 

1,569  1     4 

(littedtotl 

[ie  Parent 

Sodety  . 

.   .  .  .  £.  4,333    1     5  1 

^ff.S^L}^-^"^ 


•  The  MiimbOT  refers  to  that  of  the  Reading  Auzttiary  Society  in  die  alphabetical 
list  inaerted  in  the  Annual  Report. 
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A  Depoutory  requisite.— Bibles,  Ac  sbould  be  stunped* ' 


In  addition  to  the  annual  reports  and  monthly  extracts 
of  correspondence^  occasional  papers,  similar  to  the  **  Brief 
View"  and  "  Com|(ndiiIhi/**  may  be  circulated  with  consi- 
derable advantage  by  National  Bible  Societies,  particularly  in 
districts  where  the  design  of  the  institution  is  not  generaUy 
known  or  understood. 

6.  To  insure  a  regular  and  adequate  supply  of  Bibles  and 
Testaments,  a  Deposito^  is  indispensably  requisite.  In 
Russia,  America,  Wurtemberg,  and  other[countries  where  Na- 
tional Bible  Societies  are  instituted,  an  establishment  for 
Srinting  and  binding  constitutes  an  important  branch  of  this 
epartment;  but  in  Great  Britain,  where  the  privilege  of  print- 
ing the  holy  scriptures  of  the  authorised  version  is  confined 
to  the  two  universities,  the  king's  printers,  and,  under  certain 
limitations,    the  patentee,  a  printing  establishment  is  un-^ 


The  trouble  of  exanunine  and  collating  copies  is  materially 
diminished,  except  in  the  first  instance,  by  the  invention  of 
stereotype  printing;  but  those  who  are  charged  with  the  su- 
perintendence o(  tne  depository  cannot  bestow  too  much  at* 
tention  on  the  duties  of  this  appointment  The  quality  of  tiiie 
paper,  ink,  and  binding  materials,  as  well  as  the  workman- 
ship, should  be  carefully  examined,  and  no  copies  be  sent  out 
berore  they  are  properly  seasoned.  The  desie|nation  of  the 
society  should  be  stamped  upon  the  binding  m  every  Bible 
and  Testament  issued, — ^a  precaution  which  was  adopted  by 
the  Parent  Institution  in  London  at  its  outset,  and  has  been 
followed  with  advantage  by  the  Russian,  American,  and  some 
other  National  Societies. 

It  may  not  be  altogether  unnecessary  to  observe,  that  Aux- 
iliary Societies,  and,  through  them,  Branch  Societies  and  Asso- 
ciations, should  receive  their  Bibles  and  Testaments  from  the 
National  or  Parent  Society  exclusively.  The  character  of  the 
institution  is,  in  degree,  involved  in  the  acts  of  its  connected 
societies ;  and  if  incorrect  copies  of  the  Scriptures,  or  any  ad- 
ditions to  them,  were  issued  by  any  one  of  the  latter,  the 
whole  would  suffer.  It  should  be  the  constant  object  and 
study  of  each  and  all,  to  preserve  inviolate  their  fundamental 
principle. 

7.  The  funds  placed  at  the  disposal  of  a  National  Society 
consist  of  its  direct  subscriptions,  donations,  and  legacies; 
remittances  from  the  iostitutiDns  connected  with  it ;  the  pro- 

'  I  ■        ^  11  IP-— —Ml  — ^^P^l        ■         ■         llll         III!  I  I        ^  .» 

*  See*]Agppendiz,  Nos.  ▼•  snd  vi. 
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STstem  of  Control  over  the  Fimds  of  the  Society.^ General  Meetings.- 

duce  of. sales  of  Bibles  and  Testaments;  and  occasional 
grants  from  the  Parent  Society  in  London.  The  appropri- 
ation of  these  funds  should  be  undef  thegpontrol  and  direc- 
tion of  the  General  Committee ;  but  the  examination  and  pay- 
ment of  bills  may  be  referred  to  a  judicious  Sub-Committee, 
which  should  report  monthly.  The  mode  of  keeping  the  ac- 
counts with  Auxiliary  Societies  has  been  already  detailed  in 
its  proper  place ;  but  it  may  be  suit^ly  observed  here,  that 
whether  Auxiliary  Societies  give  notice  of  their  intention  or 
not,  they  are  at  liberty  to  order  Bibles  and  Testaments  to 
the  amount  of  the  balance  standing  at  their  credit ;  and  they 
should  be  requested,  annually,  to  specify  what  proportion  of 
such  balance  may  be  transferred  for  the  general  purposes  of 
the  National  Society.      A  statement  of  me  receipts  and  ex- 

.    penditure,    duly  authenticated  and  signed  by  the  auditors, 

^  should  be  included  in  the  Annual  Report 

8.  As  the  tone  and  spirit  of  the  General  Meetings  of  Bible 
Itistitutions  depend,  in  a  considerable  degree,  on  the  recom- 
•mendation  and  example  of  those  who  represent  the  Parent 
Society  on  these  occasions,  this  appears  to  be  the  most  suit- 
able place  to  introduce  the  subject 

Whoever  has  been  in  the  habit  of  attending  those  meetings, 
especially  within  the  last  few  years,  must  have  perceived  a 
material  and  progressive  improvement  in  the  manner  of  con- 
ducting them.  In  the  earlier  period  of  the  society's  exist- 
ence, when  its  principles  and  its  practice  were  aUke  ques- 
tioned, the  advocates  of  both  found  themselves  compelled  to 
adopt  a  defensive  course,  and  an  argumentative  style,  which 
are,  happily,  no  longer  necessary. — The  importance  of  the 
cause,  and  the  strict  adherence  of  those  who  conduct  its  pro- 
ceedings to  their  fundamental  principles,  are  generally  felt  and 
acknowledged  ;  and  it  only  remains  to  confirm  and  extend 
these  impressions,  by  the  prudence,  the  wisdom, .  and  the 
Christian  liberality  of  its  public  agents,  and  the  gradual  de- 
velopement  of  its  beneficial  tendency  and  efiects. 

"It  were  much  to  be  desired,"  observes  the  Rev.  J.  Owen, 
**  that  in  anniversary  meetings  in  general,  controversial  topics 
should  be  wholly  avoided,  as  alien  firom  the*  nature  of  such 
commemorations,  and  adverse  to  the  purposes  for  which  they 
are  held."  *  And  the  following  extract  affords  a  gratifying 
evidence,  that  a  similar  feeling  prevails  on  the  continent  of 
Europe : — 

"  Biblfe  Societies  are  neither  preachers  nor  interpreters ;  they  provoke 
*  ScQ  Preface  to  Owen*«  History,  VoL  I.  p.  zvi. 
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_ 

80  controvermes;  neither  do  they  inftlBae  the  rights  of  any  faidlTidual,  or 
diurdi :  th^  content  tfaemoelires  with  giving  the  book  which  every  Chris, 
tian  communion  respects,  and  which  Jl  acknowledge  to  contain  the  onlj 
laws  which  God  has  revealed  to  man.  Thej  engrave,  on  metal,  the  same 
commandments  which  were  traced  by  the  finger  ^  GrOD  on  tables  of  stone  ; 
«nd  they  leaVe  to  the  ministers  of  evezy  religious  persoasion  the  tasf  of  ex* 
pliinhig  them,  and  engraving  them  on  the  heart  Since,  in  the  sight  of 
God,  &ere  is  no  exception  of  persone,  revealed  religion  belongs  to  the 
whole  human  race  i  and  who  can  object,  that  this  charter  of  the  liberties  and 
loerogatives  of  man  should  be  transkted  into  every  luiguage ;  for  itfliere  is 
the  nation,  or  where  the  savwe  tribe,  that  has  nol  its  lot  oi^psrt  in  this  in« 

Animated  bv  aentiments  like  these,  the  Christiiiii  advocate 
of  the  BiUe  Society  will  pursue  his  coursci  "  zealously  affected 
in  a  good  caused  but  asserting  its  merits  with  temper  and 
moderation;*— jfirm  and  unshaken* in  his  attachment,  but  go* 
vemed,  in  his  expression  of  it,  by  that  charity  which  ''  suffereih 
lon^f  and  is  Aina;*'— expecting  a  continuance  of  that  success 
which  has  hitherto  attended  his  exertions,  but  prepared  to 
attribute  it  to  the  mercies  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus  ;  and  influ- 
enced by  a'  desire  to  ascribe  all  the  power  and  all  the  praise 
to  the  source  of  "  every  good  and  perfect  gift  J*    Allowing,  in 
its  utmost  latitude,  the  right  of  private  judgment,  he  will 
neyer  condemn  the  motives  of  those  whose  opinions  differ 
from  his  own ;  and  will  always  recollect,  that  a  man  may  love 
his  Bible,  and  yet  decline  to   co-operate    with  the  Bible 
Society.    Among  the  many  causes  which  have  contributed  to 
the  suecess  of  the  institution,  none  have  been  more  conspi- 
cuous than  the  meekness  and  liberality  manifested   by   its 
advocates :  they  appear  to  have  imbibed  the  benevolent  spirit 
of  the  cause,  and  to  have  realized  the  hope  so  admirably 
expressed  by  the  present  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer : — **  It 
is  not^ply,**  he  observes,  ''to  the  di£Eusion  of  tibe  Bible,  but 
to  the  co-operation  of  aU  Christians  to  diffuse  it,  and  to  the 
effect  of  that  .co-operation  on  our  own  hearts,  that  I  look,  not 
only  for  the  establishment  qf  Christian  faith,  but  the  extension  cf 
Christian  charity"    And  in  the  loud  lanffuage  of  their  con- 
duct, diey  seem  to  have  said  one  to  ano£er,  "  If  we  cannot 
rteoncile  all  opinions,  let  us  endeavour  to  unite  all  heart8."f 
Neither  is  it  in  his  individual  capacity  alone,  nor  in  the  line 
of  public  advocacy,  that  he  may  thus  illustrate  the  Pudency 
and  recommend  tne  claims  of  the  institution.     His  example 
wiD  have  a  powerful  influence  on  those  who  conduct  the 

•  Third  Bcport  of  the  Bible  Society  at  LanaanBe.  for  the  Gaaton  de  Vaiid. 
t  See  LeHan  to  the  B«v.  Dr.  Manb,  aad  John  Goktr,  Esq.  Appendix,  No.  x. 
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Complimentary  votes  at  General  Meetioga  maj  be  Avoided. 

proceedings  of  subordinate  societies;  and  by  ^'  a  wordily 
spoken^  he  may  contribute  to  the  extension  of  the  empire  of 
charity  and  peace.        * 

The  improvement  in  the  mode  of  conducting  public  meet- 
ings, fc  in  no  respect  more  manifest,  than  in  the  avoidance  of 
that  complimentary  strain,  which  is  peculiarly  unsuitable  on 
those  occasions.  **  In  every  benevolent  institution,  the  mem- 
bers  are  too  ready  to  compliment  one  another  for  what  they 
have  done ;  forgetting,  that  what  has  been  accomplished,  may 
.  bear  si^  a  'slender  proportion  to  what  might  and  ought  to 
have  been  attempted,  as  rather  to  carry  with  it  a  portion  of 
l)Iame."*    And  even  in  reference  to  those  individuals  whose 

Sttronage,  or  services,  may  have  essentially  contributed  to 
e  progress  of  the  cause,  tiie  sentiment  of  gratitude  should 
be  expressed  with  caution,  and  under  a  constant  fear  of  over- 
stepping the  line  which  separates  respect  and  adulation.  The 
most  zealous  and  ardent  friend  of  the  Bible  Society  would 
be  the  first  to  shrink  from  that  praise  which  he  best  deserved, 
and  which  subjected  him  to  the  risk  of  being  classed  among 
those,  "  tvho  receive  honour  one  of  another ^  and  seek  not  the 
honour  that  cometh  Jrom  God  only,** 

Conducted  in  this  spirit  of  conciliation  and  Christian  libe- 
rality ;  giving  honour  to  whom  honour  is  due,  but  avoiding 
the  language  of  flattery ;  and  keeping  steadOy  in  view  the 
single  and  simple  object  they  are  designed  to  promote ;  the 
meetings  of  Bible  Societies  will  continue  to  confirm  and  ex- 
tend an  interest  in  the  cause.  But  whoever  has  attentively 
watched  the  progress  of  the  institution,  must  have  lamented, 
in  too  many  instances,  the  speedy  evaporation  of  that  pure 
and  generous  feeling,  which  had  been  excited ;  and  under  the 
influence  of  which,  a  strong  desire  had  been  raised  to  co-operate 
in  a  work  replete  with  blessings  to  the  human  race.  An  im- 
pulse, rather  than  a  principle,  has  been  communicated ; — when 
yre  have  separated,  "tfie  world  and  the  things  of  it"  have 
gradually  resumed  their  empire  in  our  hearts ;  and  we  have 
continued  to  act  as  we  did  before,  until  anotiier  year  has 
witnessed  a  similar  scene  of  excitement,  and  been  followed 
by  a  return  of  Unproductive  intention.  '^  iPbrk  while  it  is  called 
to-day,'  the  night  comet h,  wherein  no  man  can  work.** 


Such  are  die  means,  by  the  application  of  which,  under  the 
Divine  blessing,  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  has 

*  flftli  Report  or  the  Fluslej,  &e.  Auxiliary  Bible  Sodety. 
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**  We  shall  reap  abundantly,  if  we  fiiint  not.** 

'  "  "  ■  -  ■  -  ■  ■   ,  ^      . ., 

been  enabled  to  accomplish,  thus  far,  its  work  of  mercy.  If 
there  be  errors  in  the  agency  employed,  or  in  the  system 
adopted,  let  them  not  impair  the  value  of  the  object  in  our 
estimation,  nor  weaken  our^  obligations  as  Christians  and  as 
men.  "  If,  among  the  thousands  to  whom  the  Bible  is  given, 
only  one  weary  pilgrim  of  this  earth  should  be  refreshed — one 
sufierer  relieved— one  weak  believer  strengthened — one 
thoughtless  sinner  roused — one  wanderer  led  bad^  to  die  right 
way — one  who  has  fallen  raised  up— one  soul  saved . .  i«. .  .who 
would  not  gladly  co-operate  in  such  a  work,  and  cheerfully 
bestow  his  mite  in  its  behalf?  "♦ 

In  concluding  this  division  of  the  work,  the  author  recurs 
•with  pleasure  to  the  just  and  animated  language  of  his  friend, , 
the  historian  of  the  Society : — 

^  Of  this  institution,  founded  on  principles  so  simple  and  just ;  directed 
to  ends  of  such  transcendent  excellence  and  utility ;  combining  moreover  in 
its  favour  so  many  and  powerful  interests'in  almost  every  part  of  the  world  ; 
and — what  is  more  than  all — distinguished  by  such  signal  testimonies  of  the 
Divine  approbation  and  blessing ;  our  hopes  may  be  permitted  to  keep  pace 
with  our  wishes:  and  there  is  scarcely  a  measure  of  prosperity  that  we  could 
reasonably  desire  for  it,  on  which  we  may  not  venture  with  humble  con- 
fidence to  reckon.  Past  occiurenees  authorise  the  expectation  of  its 
perpetuity  ;  and  present  appearances  lend  to  that  presumption  eveiy  con- 
firmation. 

**  In  the  confidence  inspired  by  thete  considerations,  the  friends  of  the 
institution,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  may  prosecute  their  labours  with 
cheerfulness,  and  wait  the  issue  of  them  with  more  than  resignation.  In 
disseminating  the  word  which  God  has  revealed,  they  are  executing  the 
plans  o£  His  wisdom,  and  fulfilling  the  purposes  of  His  love.  Every  step 
they  take  in  such  a  career,  is  so  much  done  towards  advancing  the  knowledge 
«f  His  will  and  the  kingdom  of  His  Son.  Through  their  instrumentality, 
and  that  of  those  who  may  succeed  them,  the  work  shall  progressively  go 
forward ;  till,  all  nations  being  brought  to  the  light  of  Divine  truth,  and 
subdued  to  the  obedience  of  &ith,  every  knee  shall  bow  to  the  sceptre  of 
Christ,  and  every  tongue  shall  confess  that  He  is  Lobd,  to  the  gloiy  of 
God  the  FATHEB«"t 

*  Speech  of  Lord  Teignmottth,  at  the  Sixteenth  AnniTersary. 
t  Owen's  History,  Vol*  IH.  p.  £11  etse^ 
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AUXILURY  SOCIETIES. 


^  «ow  aUX  tbey  idkirr  iiembees,  tbt  bvt  oms  body."* 

'      I  con.  XII.  90. 

PRELIMINARY  OBSERVATIONS. 

It  is  in  the  very  nature  of  Christian  benevolence  to  difiuse 
itself  in  direct  proportion  to  the  value  of  its  object  Neve^ 
did  fire  descend  from  heaven,  without  finding  an  altar  pre- 
pared for  the  sacrifice,  and  materials  to  receive  and  to  extend 
the  sacred  flame.  We  have  seen,  in  the  instance  of  Nurem- 
berg,* that  scarcely  had  the  flame  been  kindled  in  Britain, 
when  the  reflected  light  was  caught  by  Grermany,  and  huled 
as  the  dawning  of  a  brighter  and  a  better  day  on  that  afflicted 
country.  In  our  own  highly-favoured  land,  it  appears  as  though 
it  was  beheld,  for  a  season,  with  mingled  feelmgs : — if  tliere 
were  some,  who  thought  it  the  flash  of  a  meteor,  and  antici- 
pated its  speedy  extinction ;  there  were  others,  who  believed 
It  had  already  attained  its  meridian  brightness,  and  was  suf- 
^  ficient  for  the  sphere  it  was  destined  to  illuminate. 

But  if  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  did  not  ifnme- 
diately  receive  that  general  support  to  which  it  is  so  eminently 
entitled  by  tiie  importance  of  its  object  and  the  liberality  of 
its  constitution,  it  has  attracted  and  secured  the  public  ap- 
probation in  a  manner  the  best  calculated  to  insure  its  per- 
manence. The  principle  and  the  practice  of  the  institution 
have  been  scrutinized,  with  a  degree  of  acuteness  and  inse- 
nuity  seldom  applied  to  investigations  of  this  nature ;  and  the 
result  has  not  onlv  manifested  die  correctness  and  integrity  of 
bodi,  but  called  forth  the  expression  of  tiie  public  sentiment 
to  an  extent  unparalleled  in  the  annals  of  practical  benevo- 
lence. For  more  than  five  years,  the  society  pursued  its  course 
in  comparative  silence  and  obscurity ;  gradually  establishing 
its  claims  to  the  Sjonpathy  and  confidence  of  the  Christian 
world,  but  unsupported  by  that  general  demonstration  of 
regard  and  attachment  wmch  was  subsequently  displayed. 
During  those  five  years,  ending  Slst  of  March  1809,  the  total 

*  Se«  Chaptar  £  Sfction  IX. 
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Neoenitj  of  Load  Sodetiei  to  Ktpplj  the  wants  of  the  People. 

amount  of  its  recieipta,  exclusive  of  sales  of  Bibles  and  Tes- 
taments, was  33»2562.  lis.  5d. :— in  the  spring  of  1809,  the 
first  Auxiliary  Societies  were  formed ;  ai»l  the  total  amount 
deriTcd  from  this  source  alone,  in  the  five  succeeding  years, 
endiiur  81st  of  March  18H  was  145,832^  6&  9(2.  The  gene- 
rous mime  soon  pervaded  every  county  of  ^e  kingdom ;  and 
the  ag^pregate  sum  remitted  by  Auxiliary  Societies  during  the 
deven  years,  ending  March  1820,  exoeeds  four  hundred  and 
seveniyi-eighi  thottscmd  pounds. 

There  is  another  test,  by  which  the  importance  and  the 
yahie  of  this  part  of  the  system  should  be  estimated.  It 
ifl  obvious,  that  a  Committee  of  thirty-six  Gentlemen,  meet- 
ing in  London,  could  not  ascertain  the  wants  of  ike  whole 
population  of  Great  Britain.  That  a  deplorable  deficiency  of 
the  holy  scriptures  existed  in  many  parts  of  the  coimtry,  uiey 
Ipad  ample  reason  to  believe ;  and  the  result  of  some  partial 
investigations  had  abundantly  confirmed  this  conviction :  but 
diey  were  not  prepared  for  die  melancholy  hct,  which  subset 
quent  and  more  minute  inquiry  established,  that,  in  a  land  on 
which  the  light  of  the  Reformation  had  been  shed  for  more 
than  2S0  years,  nearly  one  half  of  the  people  were  destitute 
of  that  sacred  volume  which  reveals  the  foundation  of  their 
fiedth  and  the  source  of  their  dearest  hopes.  It  will  readUy 
IJieadmitlld,  that  2ocai  committees  furnished  the  only  adequate 
means  of  ascertaining  iixe  real  state  oi  their  districts^  and  of 
e^tendinff  the  requisite  supply :  and  thus,  by  die  establish- 
ment of  Auxiliary  Societies,  the  first  step  was  taken  towarda 
the  accomplishment  of  an  object,  more  mtimately  connected 
with  the  peace,  the  happiness,  and  the  best  interests  of  our 
wunlary,  tban  any  which  the  wisdom  of  our  ancestors  had 
ever  devis<pd.  It  i$.  sufficient  in  this  nlace  to  observe,  that  the 
^cacy  of  Auxiliary  Societies,  in  reference  to  the  circulation 
of  tiie  holy  scriptures,  is  satis&ctorily  proved  by  the  fiict,  that 
die  total  amount  of  sales  of  Bibles  and  Testaments,  in  die  five 
years  endinfl  March  1809,  was  9,764/L  7s.  2dL ;  and  die  number 
of  cppies  distributed,  158,4@9 : — ^but  m  the  five  years  imme- 
diately succeedinff,  aiid  ending  March  1814,  the  amount  of 
sales  was  56,056^  Os.  7d. ;  and  the  number  ol  copies  distri- 
Ibcited,  828,658.  The  rapid  increase  of  sales  during  the  seven 
years  which  have  subsequently  elapsed,  must  be  attributed 
to  the  stiU  fiirther  extension  of  the  system,  and  wiU  be  con- 
sidered in  refeience  to  Bible  Associations. 

Nor  are  diese  advantages,  great  as  they  ccmfessedly  arOf 
die  only  benefits  derivea  firom  the  institution  of  Auxiliary 
SoeietieB.  **  The  importance  of  diese  estaUisbments  b  not  to 
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On  the  Origin  of  Auxiliary  Societies. 

be  estimated  merely  by  die  acquisition  of  s^endor,  and  tlie 
accession  of  means  and  influence,  which  the  Parent  Institution 
derives  from  them,  however  indispensable  to  the  success  of 
its  proceedings ;  nor  irom  the  consideration,  that,  through  their 
instrumentality,  the  wants  of  the  people,  resnecting  the  holy 
scriptures,  are  ascertained  and  supplied.  By  tneir  intervention 
and  inquiries,  the  benefits  of  the  institution  are  extended,  iii  a 
degree  which  could  not  be  effected  by  any  other  means ;  the* 
perusal  of  the  holy  scriptures  is  not  only  assisted,  but  recom-^ 
mended;  and  the  public  attention  is  dius  attracted. to  that 
book,  on  the  observance  of  whose  precepts,  both  the  happiness 
of  individuals  and  the  peace  of  society  alike  depend,  and 
firom  which  only  the  knowledge  of  eternal  life  is  to  be  de« 
rived."*  And  it  has  been  well  observed,  that  such  an  union 
of  rank,  of  talents,  and  piety,  in  a  cause  so  pure,  "  could  not 
&il  to  strike  foreign  nations  as  the  collected  homage  of  Britain 
to  her  Saviour  and  her  God," 
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1.  When  a  desire  is  once  excited  to  co-operate  in  a  design 
which  the  judgment  sanctions,  and  the  best  feelings  of  l£e 
heart  approve,  the  mode  of  gratifying  that  desire  will  speedHy 
p  be  discovered.  It  may,  indeed,  at  first  be  crude  and  undigested ; 
but  it  will  gradually  acquire  order  and  consistency,  and  adapt 
itself  equally  to  local  circumstances  and  the  ntfHire  of  the  ob- 
ject it  is  intended  to  promote.  The  justice  of  this  observation 
will  be  acknowledged  by  all  who  have  followed  the  progress  of 
the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society.  The  first  demonstratiort 
in  its  favour,  upon  a  principle  of  combined  and  aggregate 
exertion,  was  made  in  the  form  of  congregational  collections : 
nor  should  it  be  forgotten,  that  this  example  was  set  by  Scot- 
land, a  country  which  Divine  Providence  has  made,  above 
every  other  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  the  land  of  Bibles. — 
Neither  will  this  source  of  supply  be  treated  with  indifference, 
when  it  is  stated,  that  the  amount  contributed  by  it  to  the 
funds  of  the  Parent  Society  exceeds  twenty-Jive  thousand 
pounds;  and  that  in  many  places  it  still  constitutes  the  only 
means  by  which  a  desire  to  assist  in  this  great  work  can  be 
prudently  manifested. 

^  Mialh  Rtport  of  the  British  and  Foreign  BiUe  Sooioty,  p.  izxTii.    ' 
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The  **  French  Bible  Society,**  1798— fisny  by  the  Ker.  J.  Hughes. 

S.  In  tracBig  the  origin  of  Auxifiary  Societies, it  is  impossible 
to  avoid  a  reference  to  another  institution,  short-lived  indeed, 
in  consequence  of  the  melancholy  events  which  almost  imme-. 
diately  succeeded  its  estabfisijtnent  in  Londongin  the  year 
1792;  but  evincing,  as  has  be6n  rdmarked,  in  the  recorded 
exposition  of  its  design,  '^  much  of  the  hberal  spirit  and 
practical  views  which  have  characterized  the  British  and 
Foreign  BiUe  Society/'*  The  institution  alluded  to,  was 
designated  "  The  French  Bible  Society ;"  and  was  "  formed 
for  uie  purpose  of  disseminating  pure  Christian  knowledge  in 
France,  by  obtaining  a  general  distribution  of  the  holy  scrip; 
tures,  printed  in  the  French  tongue,  throughout  that  nation." 
In  die  prospectus  issued  by  the  society,  they  "  recommend  the 
formation  of  societies  in  different  parts  of  the  country ^  to  assist 
them  in  the  attainment  of  their  object  i*^  and  they  further  express 
a  confident  expectation,  "  that  smaller  societies  will  be  formed 
in  the  provincial  towns  of  France,  to  assist  the  general  planJ*^ 
Had  tne  existence  of  &ls  institutiori  been  generally  known^ 
we  might  here  find  the  germ  of  that  plant,  which  has'  struck 
its  roots  into  the  soil  of  our  country;  and,  like  the  sacred- tree 
of  India,  bent  its  branches  to  the.  earth,  whence  they  have 
again  sprang  forth  and  extended  the  refreshing  shade  through- 
out the  Iwa.  But  it  appears  that  this  institution  ^'  was  alto- 
gether wKknowrC*  to  him  in  whose  enlightened  and  capacious 
mind  the  idea  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society 
originated ;  and  the  lapse  of  nearly  twenty  years  precludes 
our  tracing  to  this  suggestion  the  origin  of  the  Auxiliary 
System. 

3.  In  the  siunmer  of  1803,  the  Rev.  Joseph  Hughes  pro^ 
duced  lihat  admirable  essay,  entitled,  '^  The  excellence  of  the 
Holy  Scriptures  an  argument  for  their  more  general  di« 
apersion  ;**  which,  it  is  observed  by  his  colleague,  "  may  be 
regarded  as  containing  the  rudiments  of  the  future  society.*^ 
In  the  ardour  of  his  benevolence,  the  author  pursues  the 

Erospect  which  Infinite  Mercy  had  onened  to  his  view;  and,  be- 
olding  with  the  eagle-eye  of  faith  those  remote  scenes,  which 
were  hereafter  to  expand  in  all  their  beauty  beneath  the  beams 
of  ihe  Sun  of  Righteousness,  he  exclaims — "  Let  us  then  cast 
a  friendly  eye  over  distant  countries,  and  be  the  parents  of 
die  first  mstitution  that  ever  emanated  from  one  of  tide  nations 
of  Europe,  for  the  express  purpose  of  doing  good  to  all  the 

'   *  fiee  Owen's  History,  Vol.  I.  p.  S4  etseq.  for  w\  interesting  account  of  thii 
rconrknbU  society,  and  its  early  disiolution. 
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lest** — '^  Many  arrangemeBts,**  he  coatinuesy  "  must  be  left  to 
the  determination  of  experience.  '^  Light  mil  break  in,  asjke 
friends  of  the  institution  advance:  they  will  act  as  occasion 
dictates;  al^tys  having  that  to  do,  u^hich  will  either  connects' 
with  remoter  hrandies  ^  their  design,  or  stand  well  i$isulatei 
and  ahme"  Whether  the  first  conception  of  the  Auxiliary 
System  can  be  disco¥ared  in  this  lanffui^  the  reader  will 
decide ;  but  there  is  a  peculiar  satismetion  in  tracing  to  the 
Ibundar  of  the  institution,  the  origin  of  those  means  by 
which  the  attainment  of  its  object  has  been  so  esientially 
promoted. 

4.  The  first  establishment  in  aid  of  the  British  and  Foreign 
Bible  Society  was  formed  in  London,  in  July  1805 ;  and  as  it 
furnishes  the  primary  instance  of  an  approach  towards  the 
system  now  under  consideration,  the  following  statement  of 
its  plan  and  constitution  cannot  with  propriety  be  omitted. 

Jgxiraee  fnm  the  abdbbw  of  ike  i-ovdov  amociatioit  /^r  eemirihUmg^  U 
ikg  J^md  t/  tkt  BBXTJSB  tmd  poiubion  ubxjk  booibvt. 

**  It  having  been  considered  that  there  are  manj  penoBa»  wfaos  on  aeoounl 
•f  Hieir  subecriptiana  to  other  floeietiM,  or  on  accQiinl  of  tiie  narzowneaa  of 
their  inoomea,  would  not  be  justified  In  beocmdng  direct  memben  qH  tho 
^^tiah  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  who  would  jet  be  desirous  of  contri- 
buting  somewhat  proportioned  to  their  ability ;  it  is,  therefore,  ||^  object  of 
this  Association  to  embnce  such  persons,  according  to  the  subsequent  phm.** 

LAWS  mtd  KEGSJLATIOVB  ^f  tht  ASSOCIATIOIT. 

L  £ach  member  to  oomnienoe  with  a  donation  of  not  less  than  9s.  aad 
not  to  exceed  7#*  To  continue  a  member  at  a  monthly  subscription  of  not 
less  than  6d.  and  not  more  than  1  j.  Members*  subscriptions  to  be  due  on 
the  first  day  of  each  month. 

II.  Each  member  to  be  a  collector  in  his  turn,  to  collect  from  eight  mem- 
bers, indu^&og  himself;  to  be  changed  annually,  proceeding  alphabeticsMy  i 
those  who  were  eoUectors  during  the  past,  year  to  be  Representatives  of  th« 
Aasodatloa  to  the  British  and  Foi^iga  BiUe  Society  during  the  ensuing 
year. 

IIL  The  coHecUnrs  shsll  deliver  the  subscdptiotts  received  to  the  secre- 
tary, in  sufficient  time  tar  him  to  pay  it  to  the  treasuxcr  at  the  Quarterly 
Meeting. 

IV.  The  secretary  (who  shall  be  considered  a  member  of  the  Committet) 
fhaU  issue  the  notices,  receive  the  coUectocs*  accounts,  &c.  gratuitously. 

V.  A  Committee  shall  be  appointed  to  conduct  the  business  of  the  Asso- 
dation,  consisUntf  of  thirteen  members  t  nine  of  the  above  number,  who 
flhaU  have  most  frequently  attended,  to  be  aUgibLe  &t  re-election  Hqt  the 
fnsuingyear. 

YI.  The  Associations  hsll  meet  quarterly;  viz.  on  the  first  Wednesdaj^ 
after  the  15  th  of  November,  February,  May,  and  August,  in  each  year. 

VII.  The  money  to  be  paid  by  the  treasurer,  immediately  after  the  Quar- 
terly Meetingm  Febmazyy  in  each  ye«%  to  the  CeUeetor  ^  tin  BritlA  and 
i^onaga  Bible  Society. 
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i  of  Um  BtmunglMim  AupcUtum,  1806-— Its  ««guktiaiuu 


VIIL  The  Aaniwl  Meeting  of  ihe  Ajwriation  ihall  be  held  (he  lut 
Wednesday  in  June ;  when  the  Committee  shaU  be  chosen,  the  scoomits 
presented,  and  the  proceedings  of  theTor^;oing  jear  reported. 

IX.  That,  at  all  Genend  and  Committee  Meetings,  such  member  as  dnll 
be  chosen  liir  that  pmrpose  shaU  praside  at  the  meetings 
.  X  The  Gomnitlee  shall  meet  th«  first  Wedno^  in  the  v^i^  or 
oltener  if  needful. 

&  The  next  inslmee  ef  an  associated  effort  in  fiurtfieranoe 
of  the  cause,  appears  to  be  that  of  Birminghatm,  It  was 
fMrmed  ki  Apru  1806^  ^  chiefly  through  the  active  instani^ 
meutaKty  of  the  Rev.  Edward  Bum,  the  diligeiit  aad  highly 
respected  Minister  of  St  Mwj's  m  that  town;"  and  who  has 
aubsequendy  acquired,  by  his  aealous  and  efficient  services, 
Ae  merited  distuiction  of  an  honorary  Life  Grovemor  ^  the 
Parent  InstituticMU  The  foUowinff  is  an  extract  firoin  the 
printed  Resolutions  of  the  Bimingnam  Association:-— 

'*  At  a  yerj  respectable  Meeting,  held  this  daj,  to  consider  the  hest  mode  of 

promoting  the  great  objects  of  the  British  and  Foreign  BH>le  Sodet/ 1 
<  Gkomos  ftiifcox»  £s^  Id  the  Chair, 

Ac.  &c 
^  The  &IXkmmg  gfsoJntiffm  wiese  ^yunimmislj  passed :— 

**  Be8olTe4— That  it  w  the  ofinioa  of  this  meeting,  that  an  united  effod 
he  made^  bj  the  different  denominations  of  Christians  in  this  town,  in 
md  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Sodet/. 

^  It  appearing  to  this  meeting,  that  tlie  most  Visible  plan,  for  canying 
fliis  design  into  effect^  will  be  bj  a  personsl  appBcalian  thiou|^Mmt  the 


^  ResdlTed— That  the  town  be  diyided  mto  tiie  fdlowing^elve  districU; 
and  that  the  sentlemen,  whose  names  are  affixed  thereto,  be  requested  to 
solicit  subscnptipns  and  donations,  and  to  report  to  the  Committee  the  resuU 
at  the  Blue  School,  bj  twelve  o*ck)dc  on  Monds/  the  Sth  of  Maj ;  in  order 
to  iU  bemg  transmitted  in  time  for  the  next  annual  report  of  the  sodely.** 
iTMmfiUnu  m  Ha  0/  tkt  dffermU  iutrieU,  9fe.\ 

^  Eesdlved— Thst  it  be  recommended  to  Ministers  of  the  different  de* 
nominations  to  adopt  such  measures,  with  their  respective  congrmitions,  as 
Buj  best  conduce  to  a  gen«:al  co-opeaation  for  the  attainment  of  this  inu 
portsnt  digect 

^  Besolred^That  the  geatleBien  present^  together  with  the  dexpf  and 
acting  magistrates  of  the  town,  be  appointed  a  Committee  to  receive  the 
seport,  and  to  transmit  the  smount  of  the  aevead  subscriptions  snddonMiona 
toHemy  Thornton,  Esq.  M.P.  Trewnuer  1  snd  that  five  be  conqietent  to  ac^ 

**  Beaolved— That  the  subscriptions  and  donations,  so  transmitted,  be  |Hne» 
sented  to  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Sodetj,  as  the  united  contribution 
of  the  different  denominations  of  Christians  in  the  town  of  Birmingham  1 
aeeompanied  bj  a  list  of  the  nsmes  of  such  subacribers  who  maj  be  entitled 
to  be  supplied  with  booksat  the aocietj'a  prices** 

&  Without  detracting  in  the  slightest  degree  from  the 
merits  of  these  institutionsi  it  will  readily  be  perceived  that 
^eir  constitution  was  defectiye  in  some  essential  partii^ulan; 
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Bath— OlflBgow— <}ieenock— defectire  cmutitutioiis  of  all  these  Sodetlea. 

That  of  the  former  approaches  the  design  of  a  Bible  Asso- 
ciation,  without  the  advantages  derived  from  local  interest 
and  exertion ;  and  that  oT  the  latter  possesses  the  character 
of  a  temporary  and  occasional  expedient,  rather  than  that  of 
a  fixed  and  permanent  society.  Of  these  deficiencies,  indeed, 
their  respective  conductors  became  sensible  at  a  subsequent 
period  i^-rthose  of  the  London  Association  having  long  since 
directed  their  energies  and  their  experience  into  the  more 
regular  channels  of  the  various  Metropolitan  Societies ;  and 
the  Birmingham  Association,  while  it  retains  its  original 
designation,  naving  adopted  the  more  appropriate  character  of 
an  Auxiliary  Society.  Both,  however,  have  left  the  striking 
example  of  early  co-operation  and  ardent  zeal ;  and  given  the 
best  evidence  of  the  correctness  of  the  motives  by  which 
they  were  governed,  in  availing  themselves  of  the  more 
matured  system  to  extend  their  services  and  increase  their 
usefulness. 

7.  In  the  autunm  of  1806,  an  association,  similar  in  design 
to  that  in  London,  was  established  at  Bath :  and  in  their 
report  for  1808,  the  Committee  of  the  Parent  Society  pointed 
out  these  institutions,  with  that  of  Birmingham,  and  one 
recently  formed  at  Glasgow,  ''  in  the  hope  Siat  they  would 
become  objects  of  imitation,  wherever  such  a  measure  was 
practicable,  throughout  the  island."  In  1807,  a  society  was 
formed  at  Greenock,  for  the  professed  purpose  of  ''  circulating 
the  holy  scriptures  where  they  are  most  wanted,  and  of 
assisting  other  societies  which  have  the  same  views."— This 
institution,  in  the  year  1813,  merged  into  the  "  Greenock  and 
Port-Glasgow  West  Renfrewshire  Bible  Society ;"  and,  on  its 
dissolution,  expressed,  in  a  valedictory  letter  to  the  Parent 
Institution,  its  ''  confident  expectation,  that,  by  this  change, 
the  same  object  would  be  carried  forward  on  a  scale  greatly 
enlarged,  and  with  a  vigour  and  success  proportioned  to  the 
number  and  influence  of  the  persons  engaged." 

8.  Such  were  the  several  Associations  that  contributed  in  a 
collective  form  to  the  funds  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible 
Society,  during  the  first  five  years  of  its  existence :  but  it 
was  reserved  for  the  town  of  Reading  to  give,  to  Great  Britain 
and  the  world,  the  primary  example  of  a  regular  "  Auxiliary 
Bible  Society."  This  memorable  event  is  introduced  by 
the  Rev.  John  Owen,  in  language  which  the  author  gladly 
adopts,  while  it  affords  him  the  opportunity  of  expressing  his 
feelings  of  sincere  and  grateful  attachment  to  many  estimable 
friends. 
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First  regular  Auxiliary  Society  formed  at  Reading,  1809. — Its  regulationa. 


^  Hie  Rev.  Br.  Va^iy,  of  Reading,  whoie  erudition  and  philanthropy 
have  conferred  no  ordinary  reputation  on  that  town,  which  haa  for  ao  many 
years  been  the  seat  of  his  scholastic  labours,  had  distinguished  his  attach, 
ment  to  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  by  preaching  on  its  behalL 
both  at  Wallingford  and  Wrington,  and  by  other  unequivocal  testimonies  ^ 
a  oonoem  for  its  welfare*  Thiou^^  the  persevering  exertions  of  this  geflMbi 
man,  and  others  who  participate  in  his  sentiments  and  feelings,  a  Public 
Meeting  was  convened  in  the  Town  Hall  at  Reading,  under  the  sanction  of 
the  Mayor,  on  the  S8th  of  March  1809 ;  when  an  '  Auxiliary  Bible 
Society*  was  established  for  the  town  and  vicinity  of  Reading,  on  the  prin- 
ciples and  '  r^ulations  of  the  Parent  Society,'  and  with  the  professed  design 
of  ^  contributing  to  its  laudable  undertaking.' "  *  .  ; 

The  following  Resolutions  were  adopted  at  the  establish- 
ment of  this  society,  which  very  soon.obtained  the  patronage 
of  the  Bishop  of  Salisburyi  who  cheerfully  became  its 
president : — 

^  At  a  respectable  Meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  and  Neigh* 

bourhood  of  Reading,  on  Tuesday  the  S8th  of  March,  to  take  into 

consideration  the  propriety  of  establishing  a  Society  in  aid  of  the  British 

and  Foreign  Bible  Society  in  London,  it  was  unanimously  rbsolvzd,-^ 

I.  That  the  present  Meeting  do  hi^y  .approve  the  phm  and  otgectt  of 

the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  m  London..  .    ,       [ 

IL  That  an  Auxiliary  Society  be  formed  in  this  town  and  neighbourhoody 

to  contribute  to  that  laudable  undertaking.  "    / 

UL  That  this  Society  adopt,  as  fiu:  as  possible,  the  rules  and  regulations 

of  the  Parent  Society. 

IV.  That  a  Committee  be  formed  to  carry  these  resolutions  into  immediate 
execution,  consisting  of—  >  ^ 

[Here  foUow  tfte  namef  of  sixteen  gentUmetu] 
▼.  That  Dr.  Valpy  and  Mr.  Monck  lie  appointed  secretaries,  and  Mr. 
Tanner,  treasurer,  to  the  society. 

9.  Scarcely  had  the  Reading  Society  been  establishedj 
when  a  similar  institution  was  formed  at  Nottingham^  under 
the  designation  of  ''  the  Bible  Society  of  Nottingham  and 
its  Vicinity."  This  important  occurrence  took  place  on  the 
30th  of  March  1809 ;  and  the  regulations  were  adopted 
with  a  cordial  unanimity  which  confers  the  highest  honour  on 
that  populous  and  pubuc-spirited  town.  The  constitutioo  of 
this  society  exhibited  a  still  nearer  approach  towards  the 
system  subsequently  matured,  especially  in  providing,  "  that 
one-half  of  the  amount  of  the  funds  of  the  society  should  be 
subscribed  to  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society ;""  and 
**  that  the  remainder  should  be  appropriated  to  discharge 
the  expenses  of  the  society,  and  to  purchase  Bibles  and 
Testaments  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  to  be 
distributed  for  the  benefit  of  the  town  and  neighbourhood.*" 
It  was  also  redolved,  that  an  annual  meeting  of  the  society 

•  Owen's  History,  Vol.  I.  p.  406. 
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(ihould  be  hfilA ;  9PT  ou^t  it  to  be  foigotten,  that,  id  seiectiiig 
a  elergymaiiy  a  dissenting  minister,  and  a  layman^  as  joint 
secFetaries,  the  Nottingham  Society  displayed  an  example 
of  union  and  conciliation  which  has  been  followed  throughout 
the  nationi  with  incalculable  advantage  in  every  point  of  view. 

10.  The  saa*edflamei  thus  kindled,  spread  with  unexampled 
rapidity.  The  year  ending  in  May  1810,  was  characterized 
by  the  establismnent  of  ten  Auxiliary  Societies  in  England, 
and  three  in  Scotland,^  which  are  thus  enumerated,  in  the 
Sixth  Report  of  the  Parent  Institution: — 


I.  ^  Newcastle  Ufon  Tjne  and  ita 

vicinity.** 
%  ^  PeniyB  and  Falmouth.** 
8.  "  Leeda." 

A.  "*  MancheatevandSalfiird.*' 
$.  *^  0evo9  and  Exeter. 


8.  ^  Sheffield  and  iU  vidnitj.* 

9.  •*  HulV** 

10.  **Bri8toL" 

11.  «*  Edinbmi^** 
19.  ''  Eaat  Lotfai4Qf'* 


112^  ^  The  Scoitiah  Bible  Sodetj, 
fixnned  by  theMiniatenof  the 
, .      ^^ ._  ,-, — r.^ .  Praab/tery  of  Edinl^i^e^'* 

In  examining  die  rules  of  these  sodeties^  a  gradual  impro^re- 
ment  is  peirceptible :  and  this  is  pe(;u^ly  CTident  in  reference 
to  those  adopted  at  Newcastle,  Leeds,  and  Kendal ;  which 
rfespectiYely  provides  that  **  one-half  of  the  Committee  shall 
be  members  of  the  Established  Church  :**  thus  following  in 
diisi  as  in  other  respects,  the  judicious  regulations  of  the 
Parent  Sociebr.     But  much  was  still  wanting  to  perfect  the 

2 stem :  no  aoequate  provision  was  yet  made  for  ascertaining 
e  wants  of  the  poor ;  indiividual  exertion,  iii  thb  respecl^ 
seems  to  have  been  contemplated  as  the  only,  or  at  least  the 
principal  means  of  discovery  and  supply ;  and,  in  some  in^ 
stances,  the  local  necessities  yrere  not  contemplated  as  an 
object  of  attention.  It  is  true,  **  the  introduction  of  Auxiliary 
Societies  gave  a  new  tone  to  those  operations  which  regarded 
the  provision  for  Aie  inhabitants  of  the  British  Islands  ;**  and 
the  comparative  statements,  already  referred  to,  afford  the 
best  evidence  of  m  increaslog  d^ire  to  meet  the  demand ; 
l>ut,  as  has  been  well  observed^— • 

^  It  would  not  hay^  been  auffiaient  to  prodgoe  Una  effect,  and  the  olhar 
^dvantagea  with  which  it  haa  been  accompanied,  that  the  public  concern 
ahould  have  been  awakened  aimply  to  the  wanta  of  the  poor,  and  the  aupplj 
of  thoae  wants  have  been  left  to  the  unregulated  operation  of  caaual  and  in- 
tfacriminating  liberalitj^  Some  ei^iedient  waa  wanted,  which  might  unite 
econom/  and  efficiency  s  aome  plan,  which,  hj  a  graduated  and  aTsuietrical 

T*  I  III  — i^i^^^—— ^— —    I       . 

•  It  13  hot  juftica  to  obiam^  that  the  staler  island  waa  not  de£cieBt  in  thia 
**  labour  of  loveg"  the.Hibemian  Bible  Society  having  added  scTeial  Bnuidi 
Sodaliaa  to  the  genend  cauaa  during  the  same  period. 
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Beyiaion  of  the  Rulei  bj  Mr.  Phillips. 

smngement,  should  tasodate  sll  orders  of  the  commiliiitj,  and  eflfeetiisttf 
the  universd  distribution  of  the  Betiptnres,  with  the  least  burden  tb  the 
general  fund,  and  the  greatest  advantage  to  the  indiyidual  receiver.  The 
origin  of  Auziliaxy  Societies  havinff  been  alt(»ethet'  accidental  and  un» 
foreseen,  the  legfulationa  of  the  BritiA  and  Foreign  Bible  Sbdelj  contained 
no  provision,  for  either  modelling  their  constitution,  or  deftinng  tfaetr  opera* 
ttons.  It  followed  as  a  consequence,  that  there  was  no  unifonnitj  in  their 
construction ;  no  mutual  identity  in  their  internal  oi^ganination ;  no  prin- 
ciple, in  short,  of  agreement  among  them,  (the  fundamental  prindiue  of 
the  Parent  Institution  excepted,)  by  which  tlieir  conduct  might  be  governed, 
and  their  sepMste  eflforts  consentsaeously  directed  to  the  accompUddaMit  cT 
the  general  end.**  * 

11.  In  BO  respect  have  the  wisdoiii  and  foresight  by  which 
the  Rules  of  the  Parent  Society  were  framed,  been  more  con- 
spicuous, than  in  the  constitution  of  the  Committee :  and 
never  was  their  practical  tendency  more  beneficially  mani- 
fested, than  in  tine  year  1810,  when  tUchard  Phillips,  Esq. 
became  ah  elected  member  of  that  body.  Scarcely  had  he 
taken  his  seat  at  the  board,  when  he  perceived  the  paramount 
importance  of  the  Auxiliary  System,  and  the  full  extent  to 
which  it  might  be  carried : — the  tree  was  indeed  planted ;  but 
he  saw  the  necessity  of  watching  its  growth,  of  training  its 
branches,  and  of  giving  a  ri^ht  direction  to  tiiat  vigor  which 
might  otherwise  run  into  wud  and  unprofitable  luxuriance. 
Impressed  with  a  full  sense  of  the  magnitude  of  the  under- 
taking,  he  digested  a  plan  for  the  government  of  Auxiliary 
and  firanch  Societies ;  and  having,  m  the  month  of  October 
181 1,  accomplished  his  design,  he  inade  trial  of  its  efficacy,  by 
circulating  copies  of  the  proposed  rules  and  regulations. 

**  It  was  not  long,  howerer,  before  the  Committee  of  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society  became  so  fullj  convinced  of  its  excellence,  that  thej 
resolved  to  adopt  it  as  their  own.  la  consequence  of  this  resolution,  the 
plan  was  submitted  to  a  carefiil  revision  i  and  in  the  spring  of  18152,  ft  was 
ienied  from  the  Depository  of  the  Parent  Instatuftifp,  under  the  title  of 
**  Hinto  on  the  Constitution  and  Ol^ecto  of  Auxiliary  Societies ;"  and  copies 
of  it  were  liberally  dispersed  throu^out  the  country.  The  eood  effect  of 
this  measure  soon  began  to  appear.  Auxiliary  and  Branch  Soaeties  assumed 
a  moie  r^ukur  ibrm,  and  their  operations  were  conducted  upon  principles 
which  sffliimilstfil  them  to  each  <^er,  and  connected  them  harmoniously 
with  the  Parent  Institution.  Under  the  influence  of  this  system,  the 
respective  Committees  now  pursued  more  orderly  and  effective  ways  of 
xaiang  subscriptions;  took  upMi  themselves  the  appropriation  of  those  Bibles 
and  Testaments  which  before  had  been  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  indi- 
vidual  subscribers ;  and,  as  w^by  instituting  nrinutte  and  personal  inquiries 
among  the  habitations  o£  the  poor,  as  by  encouraging  sale  at  cost  or  reduced 
prices,  in  preference  to  absolute  gift,  they  ascertained  the  degree  in  which 
the  Scriptures  were  wanted,  raised  the  estimate  of  tfaHlr  talue  in  the  i  ' 

•  8se  Owen's  HhlArf,  Vol.  II.  p.  589  et  seq. 
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of  the  receivers,  and  augmented  to  the  Parent  Institution  the  means  of  pro- 
viding for  the  accomplishment  of  its  object  in  foreign  ports."  * 

12.  Nor  were  the  beneficial  effects  of  this  improvement  of 
the  system  confined  to  the  Auxiliary  Societies  already  in 
existence : — ^many  benevolent  individtialsy  in  different  parts  of 
the  kingdom,  were  encouraged,  by  this  production  of  a  regnlar 
^d  uniform  plan  of  operation,  to  adopt  measures  for  the 
establishment  of  similar  institutions  :  and  the  following  com- 
parative statement  will  afford  a  gratifying  illustration  of  the 
results. 

/In  the  year  1809-10,  the  number  of  Auxiliary  Societies 
estabUshed  was  thirteen  ;  and  the  amount  contributed,  5945/, 
4fS,3d,  In  1810-11,  the  number  of  new  Auxiliaries  was 
seventeen;  and  the  amount  of  contribution,  6071/.  3s.  ^0d,  In 
1811-12,  the  number  of  new  Auxiliaries  was  Jifty-ikree ; 
and  the  amount  of  remittances,  24,813/.  55.  10a.  And  m 
1812-13,  the  number  of  new  Auxiliaries  was  seventy -Jive  \ 
^d  the  amount  of  contribution,  55,099/.  3^.  \Qd, 

Such  were  the  immediate  results  of  a  plan,  the  details  of 
which  will  be  more  distinctly  considered  in  the  following 
section.  Devised  and  matured  by  an  individual,  who  was 
originally  drawn  from  the  retirement  of  private  life  by  his 
Christian  sympathy  in  the  wrongs  of  Africa, — and  who 
brought  into  the  service  of  the  Bible  Society  the  active  phi- 
lanthropy and  steady  perseverance  by  which  he  was  distin- 
guished as  a  member  of  the  Committee  for  the  abolition  of  the 
Slave  Trade, — few  schemes  of  benevolence  exhibit  a  better 
specimen  of  practical  wisdom,  or  have  given  more  universal 
satisfaction.  In  contemplating  these  results,  well  might  the 
Committee  observe,  in  their  Report  for  1813 — '^  Your  Com- 
mittee cannot  but  rejoice,  both  as  Christians  and  Britons,  in 
presenting  such  a  record,  which,  while  it  calls  forth  the  warm^t 
expression  of  their  cordial  gratitude  and  acknowled^ents, 
will  be  read  with  admiration  by  foreign  nations,  and,  they 
trust,  will  descend  to  posterity,  as  an  example  for  imitation**" 


SECTION  n. 

RUL£S  AND  REGULATIONS. 

1.  It  should  be  xlistmctly  miderstood,  that  the  following 
coi&  of  laws  is.  merely  recommended  by  the  Parent  Institution, 

.   *  Owen's  History,  Vol.  II.  p.  53S  et  seq. 
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Ruleg  recommended  by  the  Parent  Committee  for  Auxiliary  Societies 


which  assumes  no  control  over  the  internal  arrangements  of 
its  affiliated  societies;  and  only  insists,  as  the  invariable  con- 
dition of  such  connexion,  on  the  recognition  and  strict  ob- 
servance of  its  fundamental  principle — "  the  circulation  of  the 
holy  scriptures  without  note  or  comment," — ^and,  in  our  own 
country,  of  "  the  authorised  version"  exclusively.  But  while 
each  society  is  thus  left  at  perfect  Ubefty  to  frame  its  own 
constitution,  and  is  responsible  for  its  own  measures,  the  im- 

1)ortance  o^ne  uniform  plan  of  operation  will  be  actnow- 
edged ;  ancffiiat  system  be  duly  appreciated,  which  has  borne 
the  test  of  nine  years'  practical  application. 

As  the  regulations  of  an  Auxiliary  Society  cannot  be  too 
clear  and  explicit,  the  author  vetitures  to  suggest  the  pa- 
renthetical additions  in  the  2d,  10th,  12th,  and  17th  rules. 

2.  BuLEs  recommended  for  AvxjjAAXY  Sqciztxsb.* 

I.  That  the  object  and  constitution  of  the  British  and  Foveign  Bible  So- 
ciety have  the  cordial  approbation  of  this  meeting. 

II.  That  a  aodety  be  (now)  'formed,  to  be  cidled  ^  the  Auxiliaiy  Biie 
Society  of  ,"  for  the  purpose  of  co-operating  with  the  British 
and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  in  promoting  the  distribution  of  the  holy  scrip, 
tures,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 

III.  That,  conformably  to  the  principles  of  the  Parent  Institution,  th« 
Bibles  and  Testaments,  to  be  circulated  by  this  society,  shall  be  without  note 
or  comment ;  and  those  in  the  languages  of  the  United  Kingdom,  of  the  au- 
thorised version  only. 

IV.  That  all  persons  subscribing  one  guinea  per  anntiffi,  or  upwards,  or  ten 
guineas  or  upwainds  at  one  time,  shaW  be  members  of  this  society. 

V.  That  the  business  of  this  society  shall  be  conducted  by  a  president, 
vice-presidents,    a  treasurer,   secretaries,  and  a  Committee,  consisting  of 

other  members,  half  of  whom  shall  be  members  of  the 
Established  Church  ;  and  that  members  of  this  Committee  con- 

stitute a  quorum. 

VI.  That  every  clergyman,  or  other  minister,  who  is  a*  member  of  the 
society,  shall  be  entitled  to  attend  and  vote  at  the  meetbigs  of  the  Committee. 

yil.  That  the  Committee  shall  meet  once  every  month,  or  oftener,  on 
■onxe  day  to  be  fixed  by  themselves. 

'  VIII.  That  the  Committee  divide  this  town  and  neighbouriiood  into 
districts,  and  appoint  two  or  more  of  their  members  for  each  district,  who 
may  associate  with  themselves  any  subscribers,  for  the  purpose  of  soliciting 
subscriptions  and  donations  from  the  inhabitants  thereof;' and  that  they 
eatablirii  proper  agents  and  correspondents  in  different  parts,  within  the  limits 
of  this  AuxiUaiy  Society. 

.  IX.  That  the  whole  of  the  subscriptions  and  donations  received  by  the 
society  shall  be  from  time  to  time  remitted,  after  deducting  incidental  ex- 
penses, to  the  Parent  Institution,  in  consideration  of  the  advantages  held 
out  to  Auxiliary  Societies ;  viz.  ^'  That  the  Committees  of  such  societies  shall 
be  entitled  to  receive  Bibles  and  Testaments,  estimated  at  prime  cost,  to 
the  amount  of  half  the  entire  sum  remitted  to  the  Parent  Inatitutioii, 
I  ■      1  ■  ■  ■  I  ■  1  ■  ■  ■  ■   ■ « ■  '^        III  '      '  ■  ■  >■    I  ■ 

*  Of  these  Rules,  the  IXth  was  drawn  up  by  the  Rev.  John  Owen ;  the  Xlllth 
by  the  Rev.  Josiah  Pratt ;  and  the  remainder  by  Mr.  PkiUips. 
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BuUm  reoommended  by  the  Fwce^  Committee  fiir  Auziliiiy  Societies. 

if  ikOr  heai  nuBceiMet  $haa  refuire  nek  a  ngrpfyt  tnd  ftuther,  thtt  Uie 
memben  of  AuziliBiy  Sodetin  shall  be  entitled  to  the  privilege  of  pur*, 
chasing,  fiom  the  depositones  of  the  Auxiliaty  Sodetiea^  Bibles  and  Testa, 
ments,  on  the  same  conditions  as  the  memben  of  the  Parent  Institution.** 

X  That,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  full  effect  to  the  benevolent  dengn  of 
the  British  and  Fordgn  Bible  Society,  in  their  nant  of  the  Scriptures  fiir 
distribution  among  the  poor,  the  Committee  shiA  make  it  their  buainesB  to 
mquire  (etIJbar  fertmaUg  br  ly  mnmi  9/ BAk  A$w9cmii$iu)  what  frmilies  or 
individuids,  reaidinff  within  their  sevml  districts,  are  in  want  of  Bibles 
or  Testaments,  and  unable  to  procure  them ;  and  that  it  shall  be  the  dutj 
of  the  Committee  to  fbmish  them  therewith,  at  prime  cost»ndaccd  prioea, 
or  gratis,  according  to  th^  drcumstanceab 

XI.  That,  for  &e  still  fUrther  ptwnotioii  of  the  chcolation  Of  the  So^ 
ttties,  it  is  expedient  to  encouruEe  the  formation  of  Brmneh  SteitfMt  in 
such  districts,  within  the  ^ere  of  this  Auxiliary  Society,  as  may  not  be 
sufficiently  p^mlous  to  form  Auxiliary  Societies  of  their  own ;  such  Branch 
Societies,  and  the  individual  members  thereof  to  be  entitled  to  the  same 
privileges  from  the  Auxiliary  Society  as  it  and  its  individual  membera 
ei^oy  from  the  Parent  Institution. 

XIL  That  such  persons  as  may  not  find  it  convenient  to  become  members 
of  the  Auxiliary  Society,  or  of  any  one- of  its  branches,  shsll,  upon  forming 
tlynselves  into  Bible  Aosodations,  (amd  Mmtdmg  a  eupif  •/  tktir  Rukt  io  ik€ 
GMROTtftctf,)  be  entitled  to  purchase  at  the  d^xisitory  of  this  society,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Committee,  eopies  of  the  Scriptures,  at  prime  cost,  fi»r 
gratuitous  distribution,  or  sale  at  prime  cost,  or  reduced  prices^  among  their 
poorer  ne^bours. 

XIIL  That  all  dergymen,  and  other  ministers,  within  the  sphere  of  this 
society,  making  collections  in  their  respective  conffiesations  in  behalf  of  the 
institution,  sh2l  be  entitled,  on  remitting  such  colkctions  to  the  treasurer  of 
this  society,  to  receive  BiUes  and  Testaments  to  an  amount  not  exceeding 
one-half  of  the  said  respective  collections, -estimated  at  prime  cost,  as  shalliie 
Ibund  to  be  needed  by  the  poor  in  the  vicinity ;  such  return  of  Bibles  tifd 
Testaments  to  be  dauned  within  one  year  from  the  remittance  of  the  collet. 
tian*'»It  is  recommended,  in  all  praeticaUe  cases,  to  supply  the  poor  by  sale, 
nther  than  by  gift 

XIV.  That  a  General  Meeting  of  the  subscribers  be  held  at 

the  in  each  year ;  when  the  accounts  shall  be  presented, 

the  proceedings  of  the  past  year  stated,  a  new  Committee  appointed,  and  m 
aeport  agreed  upon,  to  be  printed  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee,  and 
circulated  among  the  members.  * 

XV.  That,  in  the  formation  of  the  new  Committee,  the  (preiUlenl,  vke^ 
fregidmis)^  treasurer,  secretaries,  and  such  three-fourths  of  the  other  mem* 
hers  as  have  most  frequentiy  attended  the- Committee,  shall  be  re-eligiUe  fin: 
the  ensuing  year. 

XVL  That  be  joesident,  vice-presidents, 

treasurer,  secretaries,  and 

members  of  the  Committee  fi»r  the  year  ensuiiw. 

X VIL  That  annual  subscriptions  and  donations  be  now  entered  into,  and 
that  they  be  also  received  by  the  treasurer,  (lAe  awreferMf ),  and  the  several 
bankers  of  this  town  and  no^bourhood. 

XVIII.  That  these  resolutions  be  published  in  such  manner  as  the  Com- 
mittee may  direct ;  and  that  a  copy  of  them,  signed  by  the  duurm^,  be 
tnnsmitted  to  the  President  of  the  Britidi  and  Foreign  Bible  Society. 

XIX.  That  the  Committee  meet  the  instant,  at 

o*dock,  and  prepare,  print*  aid  circulate,  an  address  on  the  otgect  and  views 
ofthissodety. 
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Importance  of  a  stxict  adherence  t^  tiie  principle  of  the  Institution. 

3»  Observhiions. 
I.  In  defining  Ae  district  proposed  to  be  embraced  by  an 
Auxiliary  Society,  regard  should  be  had  to  the  boundaries  of 
similar  institutions  previously  established  in  the  neighbour^ 
Jiood,  and  to  the  retative  strength  and  efficiency  of  the  Com- 
mittee. It  is  easier  to  extend  than  to  contract  liie  limits  of 
the  society ;  and  by  including  a  larger  field  than  can  be  con- 
veniently and  properly  cultivated,  the  services  of  other 
labourers  pay  be  lost  This  observation  is  particularly 
applicable  to  County  AuxiliarieSi  from  which  the  Parent 
Institution  has  derived  so  material  an  accession  of  patroniup 
and  influence :  but  it  is  worthy  of  consideration,  whether  the 
same  advantage  may  not  in  future  be  secured,  and  the  general 
object  be  more  fuUy  accomplished,  by  assigning  a  smaller 
district  as  the  sphere  of  an  Auxiliary  Society.  When  the 
executive  members  reside  at  a  considerable  distance  from  the 
central  depository,  it  is  impossible  to  ensure  their  regular 
attendance  at  the  committee  meetings ;  and,  without  Ais 
attendance,  the  interest  graduallv  subsides.  It  is  true,  these 
and  other  difllculties  have  been,  m  some  degree,  obviated,  by 
the  formation  of  Branch  Societies ;  but  it  is  equally  certain, 
that  these  latter  institutions  are  generally  less  effective  than 
^*  Auxiliary"  establishments.  This  subject  may  be  profitably 
illustrated,  by  consulting  the  annual  reports,  and  comparing 
the  results  of  a  county  society  with  those  of  any  other 
county,  similar  in  extent  and  population,  which  contains 
several  Auxiliary  Societies. — In  all  practicable  cases,  the 
centre  of  the  society,  where  its  Committee  meet^  its  deposi- 
tory is  kept,  and  its  business  is  conducted,  should  be  a  town 
of  some  considerable  population,  where  a  sufficient  number  of 
the  Committee  reside  to  transact  business,  and  which  has  easy 
means  of  communication  with  the  capital 

IX.  In  reference  to  the  Third  Rule,  the  attention  of  those 
who  are  concerned  in  the  establishment  or  direction  of  those 
.  societies,  cannot  be  too  strongly  directed  to  the  following 
extract  from  the  Eighth  Report  of  the  Parent  Institution : — 

«<  It  18  the  object  of  the  Committee,  in  all  their  tnmsactions,  to  idhete 
with  the  utmost  strictness  to  the  simple  principle  of  the  institution ;  ric. 
the  distrihution  of  the  holy  so^tures  without  note  or  comment:— 4uid, 
while  they  feel  the  obligation  to  tUs  dut j  increase  with  the  increasing  maff. 
nitude  of  the  establishment,  they  trust  that  a  similar  feeling  will  penrade 
the  serenl  AuxUiary  Societies  and  Bible  Associations  throughout  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  that  one  correct  line  of  operation  may  continue  to  diarae* 
terize  the  whole  body." 

Ill,  The  primary  object  of  Auxiliary  Societies  is,  to  interest 

L 
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the  higher  and  more  wealthy  elaiiie»  of  the  commuitity,  and 
to  procure  ihesr  coiltributionfi :  leaying  it  to  Bible  Associa- 
tions to  eoLC^  a  simikr  feeMng  in  the  labouring  ekssesu  Tkey 
idioQld,  Aenefore,  ehcteaTour  to  procure  ibe  patronage  «f  per- 
sons of  rank  and  influence ;  and  fix  Aeir  rate  ofsubsorij^i^ 
-not  with  vefensnte  to  the  poor,  but  to  the  middfe  and  upper 
-rsnjcs  of  society,  ia  this  respect  they  cannet  adopt  a  belfesr 
'Male  than 'that  ci  the  Parent  Institeitiony  by  wfaidb  tke  risk  of 
inlerfevence  with  Bible  Associations  i»  oompletelji  obviated. ' 

IV.  In  the  selection  of  suitable  persona  for  President  and 
Vice-Presidents^  much  will  depend  on  local  influence^  and 
still  more  on  respectability  of  character: — and,  in  every 
appointment,  the  latter  ought  to  be  a  paramount  consideration. 
It  may  not  be  improper  to  observe,  that  an  individual,  rather 
thaii  a  banking  establishment,  should  fill  the  office  of  Trei|- 
.surer,  and  that  he  should  be  a  person  who  possesses  th^ 
public  confidence,  ^Allusi<m  has  been  made,  in  the  preceding 
section,  to  the  advantage  of  selecting  the  secretaries  from 
different  denominations  of  professing  Christians  ;  and  as  the 
duties  of  those  officers  will  be  hereafter  adverted  to  more 
distinctly,  it  is  only  necessary  to  add,  that  iii  no  appointment 
is  the  welfare  of  the  society  more  deeply  involved.  The 
Jiumber  of  the  Committee  will  necessarily  depend  on  the 
.extent  of  the  society  and  the  local  interest  in  the  cause;  and 
.it  may  be  sufficient  to  observe,  that  in  few  cases  should  it  be 
.less  than  twenty-four,  or  exceed  forty-eight : — ^in  some  of  the 
most  effective  Auxiliaries  in  Great  Britain,  the  mediuip 
number  of  thirty-six  has  been  adopted* 

The  usual  number  to  constitute  a  quorum  is  five,  exclusive 
of  the  officers. 

V.  The  regularity  of  attendance  at  the  meeting9  ef  dife 
Committee  may  be  safely  taken  as  a  criterion  of  the  health  and 
vigour  of  a  Bible  Society;  the  success  or  declension  q£  wJhiqh 
wul  always  be  in  proportion  to  the  degree  of  zeal  and  att^- 
tion  manifested  in  the  Committee  Koom.  The  author  jjs 
acquainted  with  two  facts  which  will  sufficiently  illustrate 
diis  part  of  the  subject — In  the  one  case,  during  a  period  of 
more  than  four  years,  the  average  attendance,  monthly,  es- 
eeeded  two-thbds  of  the  whole  Committee :  the  chair  was 
taken  punctually  at  the  hour  appcmted;  and  the  societv  pro- 

.OTessively  advanced  'towards,  the  attainment  of  its  object. 
There  was  always  business  to  be  done,  because  thejre  was 
always  an  inclination  to  do  it  The  district  was  cove]:ed  with 
Bible  Associations;  and  tlie  Auxiliary  Committee  found  their 
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pleasure  and  ibeir  reward  in  thdr  9access.  It  is  scarcely 
neeesaary  to  add,  that  few  societies  have  more  liberally  con- 
tifttited  to  the  fiinds-of  tiie  Parent  Institution,  or  more  tho- 
votighly  investigated  and  supplied  the  local  deficiencies. — In 
Ifae  other  instance,  the  number  of  tiie  Committee  was  similar; 
and,  daring  tiie  first  year,  the  average  attendance  exceeded 
two-tiiirds :  but  it  was  then  resoWed  to  meet  quarterly  ;  and 
tins  attendance  was  reduced  to  one-fourth :  punctuahty  was 
disregarded;  and  tiie  society  rapidly  declined.  There  was 
Bttle  business  transacted,  because  tiie  interest  had  subsided*: 
and,  winle  the  local  wants  were  neither  ascertained  nor  sup- 
I^ed,  tiie  contributions  to  the  Parent  Institution  were  dintf- 
nished  to  one-fourth  of  tiieir  original  amount. — In  the  formed 
instance,  the  Committee  experienced  tiie  trutii  of  tiiat  scrip- 
ture, as  ^'  Iron  sharpeneth  trorij  so  a  man  sharpenelh  the  couKh 
ienance  of  his  friend;*'  but  in  the  latter,  tiie  solitary  secretary 
Jaad  to  adopt  the  kmcuage,  **  tVe$  to  him  thai  is  abme  wiien 
hefaUeth ;  far  he  hatk  mt  another  to  help  Urn  uf" 

Yi.  The  practical  tendency  of  the  Eighth  Rule  will  be 
considered  in  Section  III.:  and,  in  reference  to  the  Ninth,  a 
full  explanation  of  the  mode  of  proceeding  has  been  already 
given  in  Chapter  I.  Section  V I. — A  strict  attention  to  the 
suggestions  there  offered,  will  save  considerable  trouble  to 
all  parties. 

vii.  One  of  the  first  diiBculties  in  tiie  way  of  an  Auxiliajry 
Cpmrnittee,  will  fixiae  out  of  the  provisions  of  the  Tenih  Rult, 
as  they  regard  the  supply  of  the  poor,  and  the  applica- 
tions for  gratuitous  grants.  It  is  here  that  the  wisdom  and 
the  firmness  of  the  Committee  will  be  called  into  exercise. 
Nothing  is  easier,  if  sufficient  funds  be  at  their  disposal,  than 
to  supiuy  their  district  with  Bibles  and  Testaments ;  but  to 
efiect  this  desirable  object  in  the  best  manner,  requires  S€r- 
rious  and  deliberate  consideration.  The  evils  attendant  oh 
an  indiscriminate  gratuitous  supply,  are  obvious : — the  difBt- 
culty  of  deciding  on  the  comparative  merits  of  claimants,  h 
easily  perceived ;  and  it  must  be  evident,  that  the  preferably 
mode  of  disseminating  the  holy  scriptures  is  that  by  which 
an  additional  value  is  attached  to  them  in  the  eyes  of  the 
receivers.  That  no  plan  hitherto  devised  is  so  well  calcu- 
lated to  secure  these  advantages,  and  to  avert  those  evils,  i^ 
that  of  Bible  Associations,  the  evidence  of  facts  and  expert- 
cnce  abundantly  testifies :  consequently,  one  of  the  first  car6)i 
of  the  Committee,  after  their  appointment  and  organizatioi^ 
ahmdd  be  with  reference  to  this  important  subject^  whica 

l2 
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naturally  arises  out  of  the  Twelfth  general  Rule.  For  this 
purpose,  the  division  into  districts,  and  the  appointment  of 
the  District  Committees,  should  be  made  with  a  view  to  this 
result;  and  the  latter  should  be  instructed  to  examine  and 
report  thereon.  But,  in  order  to  £M^iIitate  the  attainment  of 
this  great  object,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  the  Com- 
mittee should  refuse  all  applications  for  gratuitous  grants,  at 
the  commencement  of  their  labours,  (except  in  extraordinary 
and  peculiar  cases  of  very  rare  occurrence,)  even  from  de- 
aervinff  persons ;  and  thus  excite  a  desire  for  the  formation 
of  Bible  Associations.  In  numerous  instances,  this  apparent 
harshness  at  the  moment,  towards  the  few^  has  produced 
eventual  and  permanent  good  to  the  many. 

Tin.  The  subject  of  Branch  Societies,  as  involved  in  the 
Eleventh  Rule,  will  be  considered  in  a  separate  section. 

IX.  The  practical  operation  of  the  Thirteenth  Rule  will  be 
found  extremely  advantawous  where  Bible  Associations  are 
not  formed :  but  the  estid)lishment  of  these  admirable  insti- 
tutions will,  generally,  supersede  the  necessity  of  reouiring  a 
return  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  for  congregational  collec- 
tions. Considerable  benefit  has  been  derived,  especially  at 
the  commencement  of  an  Auxiliary  Society,  from  the  pubfi- 
city  given  to  the  object  by  the  recommendatory  sermons  of 
clergymen  and  other  ministers  of  local  influence.  The  great 
importance  of  distribution  by  sale,  rather  than  by  gift,  will 
be  considered  in  the  chapters  which  treat  of  Associations. 

X.  Few  circumstances,  connected  with  the  detul  of  a 
Bible  Society,  demand  more  attention  than  those  which  r»* 
]ate  to  the  Annual  General  Meetings.  These  should  be  held, 
in  all  practicable  cases,  on  a  fixed  and  specified  day;  and 
after  such  arrangements  with  neighbouring  societies,  as  shall 
not  only  prevent  interference,  but  assist  the  general  cause : 
and  the  time  agreed  on,  and  inserted  in  the  rules,  should 
never  be  altered,  except  some  extraordinary  occurrence  ren- 
der the  alteration  absolutely  necessary.  Twelve  o'clock  has 
been  found  the  most  convenient  hour  for  such  meetings,  to 
whidi  every  possible  publicity  should  be  given,  by  placards, 
hand-bills,  and  advertisements.  A  Sub-Committee,  qt  three  or 
more  members,  shoidd  be  appointed  a  few  weeks  previous  to 
the  meeting,  to  whom  the  prelimmary  regulations  should 
be  confidedl  The  treasurer's  account  ought  to  be  clear  and 
explicit,  and  be  examined  and  signed  by  two  or  more  audi- 
tors appointed  by  the  Committee.    The  reports  of  Auxiliary 
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Societies,  especially  tbose  at  a  considerable  distance  from  the 
seat  of  Uie  National  Society,  may  advantageously  include  a 
condensed  view  of  the  operations  of  the  latter;  but  the  pri- 
mary object  should  be,  a  full  detail  of  the  local  proceedings, 
and  of  such  beneficial  results  as  appear  most  interesting  and 
important  This  division  of  the  report  should  always  include 
a  general  abstract  of  the  Auxiliary  Sodetjr  and  its  connected 
institutions,  similar  to  tiie  return  already  mserted  in  Chap.  I. 
Section  XIV.  The  suggestions  on  the  subject  of  Greneral 
Meetings,  in  the  same  section,  are  respectfully  submitted  as 
equally  applicable  to  those  of  Auxiliary  Societies : — such  finv 
ther  remanu  as  appear  necessary,  will  be  oflfered  in  Sect.  V, 
.of  this  chapter. 

XI.  The  duty  prescribed  by  the  last  clause  of  tiie  JEdghieenih 
Rule  b  too  firequently  neglected ;  but  it  should  be  remem* 
bered,  that  it  constitutes  the  official  notification  of  the  86ciety's 
establishment,  and  induces  a  reeognition  of  Uiat  relation 
which  is  so  fai^g^y  beneficial  to  all  parties. 

xiL  Tt  firequently  happens,  that  the  **  address,**  alluded 
to  in  the  Nineteenth  Rule,  is  prepared  and  published  previous 
to  the  establishment  of  tiie  society;  and  mat  a  subsequent 
address,  during  tiie  first  year,  is  not  considered  necessary* 
In  such  cases,  l£e  latter  part  of  this  resolution  may  be  omittea ; 
as  nothing  should  appear  in  tiie  rules  witii  wnich  a  strict 
compliance  is  not  contemplated.  Copies  of  the  laws  and  re- 
gulations, with  tiie  names  of  tiie  officers  and  Committee  an- 
nexed, may  be  beneficially  circulated  in  the  district    ' 

It  win  be  found  very  advantageous  for  the  Committee  to 
hold  their  first  meeting  on  as  early  a  day  as  possible  i^r  the 
fleneral  meeting,  while  tiie  subject  is  firesh  on  the  minds  of 
ttie  members.  One  of  tiie  first  matters  for  discussion  at 
aiioh  meeting  will  constitute  the  subject  of  the  next  section. 


SECTION  m. 

PT-I*AWS  OF  THE  COMMITTEE. 

1.  If  tibere  be  any  merit  in  filling  up  an  outiine  SO  admirably 
defi^sed,  it  is  of  a  very  humble  nature.  It  did,  however,  ap* 
pear,  tiuit  sometiiinff  more  was  necessaiy ;  and  that  while  those 
exceUent  rules  and  regulations,  detailed  in  the  preceding 
section,  clearly  point  out  what  is  to  be  done,  they  did 
not  specify  witii  sufficient  accuracy  Aotc;  it  should  be  accom- 
plished.   This  defect— if  such  it  can  be  called— was  indeed 
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lufftYoidnUe ;  the  systenUt  in  all  its  parts,  had  not  beta  se* 
duoed  to  practice  $  and  it  waa  evident  that  many  minor  neguhn 
tiMs  vAuai  arise  out  of  die  application  of  those  eleraeats  to 
Igeal  dreumstiUiees^ 

S.  On  a  more  dose  examitiation  of  the  rules,  it  trill  be  per- 
oeived  that  the  object  df  the  Committee,  generally,  may  be 
classed  under  the  two  heads  of,  Local  Supply,  and  Cch-operation 
mth^  the  Parent  Sochty ;  and  that  these  branch  themselves 
out  into  the  following  duties ;  viz. 

I.  CoU^ctiag  sttbscriptioDSy  aad  obtainiag  putnmage. 
hU  AMtttrUmog  the  local  wants. 

III.  Remitting  money  to  the  Parent  Institution,  and  obtafadng  < 

Bibles  and  Testaments. 

IV.  The  establishment  of  a  d^ository. 
v»  Supplying  members  cm  jMrivil^e* 

▼I.  Ca^eulsting  informatten. 
VII.  Establishing  and  suj^lying  Branch  SocietiM. 
Tin.  EstaUishiiig  and  supplying  Bible  Assooiatieos* 

And  it  is  obvious  that  those  duties  cannot  be  adequately 
fulfilled,  without  that  division  of  labour  which  facilitates  the 
attainment  of  every  object  of  a  general  and  benevolent  nar 
tiir^.  This  principle  is  distinct^  recognised  in  the  Eighth 
ItuH  as  applicable  to  a  particular  purpose,  but  its  extei^on, 
9^  a  permanent  feature  of  the  system,  remamed  to  be  de* 
veloped. 

.  6.  Oil  llie  MtbbUsbnient  of  the  SouTttwaalc  AtocHiary 
BiUe  Soeifty,  mi  June  181%  it  became  the  official  daty  ^ 
die  anfltor  to  consider  this  subject  in  its  practical  bearing, 
ahd  to  provide  for  Ae  regular  application  of  the  iq^fkAiitad 
means  to  Ae  desired  end.    In  pursuing  this  olsject,   wllll- 
which  the  plan  of  Bible  Associations  was  naturally  and  inse- 
parably connected,  the  necessity  of  a  code  of  By-Laws  ap- 
peared manifest,  in  ord^t  to  define  With  accuracy  the  several 
duties  of  the  Committee,  and  to  point  out  the  mode  by  which 
the  fundamental'  rules  of  the  society  should  be  carried  into 
elBRsict    This  eode  waa  unammoualy  adopted  by  the  Cc^- 
mittee,  and  has  been  subsequently  introduced  by  many  Aaca*' 
ihary  Societies  with  considerable  advanlagew*— It  is  now  sub^ 
ipitted,  with  those  few  iterations  whidi  experience  has  bii^< 
gefltted.    The  specimen  selected  is  that  of  Plymouth,  &c.^  and . 
the  local  applnalion  of  the  words  ivrinted  in  Italics  wiH  be' 
ifeadily  percei^fed. 
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4»  Bt-Laws  r«e0Miii«fii2nf  /or  adf^Hvm  hg  ihe  CdmmitUet  9/  Iuxiliaet 
BnB«  BocisviBs. 

OEXERAL  COXMITTEC. 

il.  The  Cammitt^  aboil  meet  at  th€  OmneU  Ckaambtr  in  tkt  Tmn^katt  oa 
the  ikindSUrndtiff  in  evexy  monlh,  preciasly  at  six  9^ dock  in  ik»  mftumg* 

II.  Ab  soon  after  six  o*clock  as  Jive  members  are  present,  the  chaij:  ahull 
be  taken,  and  the  business  be  commenced. 

;  liL  The  chak  shall  be  taken  by  the  President ;  in  his  absence,  hj  one 
of  the  Vice^iresidcnts;  or>  in  their  absence,  bj  the  Treasurer;  but  ahouU. 
none  ef  these  officers  be  present,  the  memben  shall  elect  a  chairman  fi»m 
amongst  themselyes. 
«IV.  Tk0  4«der  of  pvoceedii^  at  each  m^ntUij  meetiiy  ahall  be  ^— 

1.  ToTcad  tile  minotes  of  the  preoedfaig  ueethig,  and  to  dispose  of  in^r 

business  arising  thefefrom. 
8.  To  call  for  the  trea0iHer*s  report  of  the  state  of  the  ftinds,  and  of  his 
^  wSlSip^  and  diabursementa  fcr  the  last  month. 

3.  To  call  for  the  depositary's  report  of  the  stock  of  Bibles  and  Testa* 
ments  on  hand,  and  of  his  rk^ts'and  deliveries  in  the  lait  month. 

4.  To  ctSl  for  a  urAtten  report  from  each  District  Comhiittee :  such 

report  to  be  taken  into  consideratiOD,  and  to  be  received,  if  approved. 

5.  To  receive  the  secretaries'  ieport  of  remittances  from  the  Branch 
i^M^Hei  m^d  Jsssciationsy  and  of  pa^rments  jnade  bj  the  collector, 
with  an  J  offidal  communications  which  thej  maj  have  to  make. 

.  After  whidi,  fresh  propositions  shall  be  taken  into  consideration. 


Y.  ThfeoMMa<^tiioBiembersshaU  be  called  over  at  Att//;MM#  air  o'clock  ( 
iai4«oono  wlio  attends  subaoquentiy  ahall  be  conddeied  as  present,  in  le- 
IfMoetora-electi^n,  olthqugh  entitled  lo  vote. 

VI.  The  secretaries  are  authorised  to  order  Bibles  and  Testaments,  whw 
ipimsaiy.  The  df  ajgnstioit  of  tlas  society,  or  one  of  ka  agikted  kiatitmlona, 
shall  be  inscribed  or  stamped  on  the  titlo-ppge  of  ovoy  oopy  ianied  by  th^: 

TJI.  The  General  Committee,  as  provided  by  the  fundamental  rules,  shall 
consist  of  thirtg'^ix  members,  of  whom  .one-half  shall  be  members  of  the 
£aMd>lifllied  Church.  When  any  vacancies  occur,  the  secretaries  shall  notify 
fee  same,  statins  under  which  denomination  iiew  members  are  to  be  admitted. 

Vtll.  The  section  of  new  members  shsfi  be  by  ballot ;  and  no  person 
proposed  shall  be  admitted  without  the  consent  of  three-fourths  of  the 
menben  then  present  No  ballot  shidl  take  {daoe  before  the  names  have 
been  callflA  over. 

IX.  A  depository  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  shall  be  established  $  from 
whSdi  no  books  shall  be  ddivered  without  an  order  signed  by  one  of  the 
secretaries.  The  depositary  shall  present,  monthly,  to  the  secretaries,  to  he 
Md  before  the  Committee,  an  account  of  aU  Bibles  and  Testaments  received 
nd  issued,  md  of  the  stock  on  hand. 

-  X.  Two  or  more  auditors  shall  be  appointed  annually ;  isiio  shall  examine 
the  accounts,  and  present  a  statement  of  the  same,  signed  by  them,  to  the 
Committee  meeting  immediately  preceding  the  annual  meeting  in  each  year. 
All  bills  shall  be  referred  to  the  auditors  for  examination,  and  signed  by  two 
of  them,  before  they  are  discharged. 

'  m.  On  notice  being  given,  that  any  one  of  the  societies  in  connexioa 
wHIi  this  society  ia  about  to  hold  a  general  meeting,  the  Committee  IktiSt 
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B j-Iaw8  recommended  for  adoption. 


appoint  a  deputation  to  attend  the  aame,  and  to  aasist  in  the  pfoceedingsi  if 
neceaaarj, 

TKEABUmnU 

XII.  The  treasurer  shall  not  pay  any  mon^  without  receiving  a  copy  of 
the  Resolution  of  the  Committee,  authorimng  such  payment,  extracted  fhxn 
the  minutes,  and  signed  by  one  of  the  secretaries.  He  shall  present  a  state* 
ment  of  Ins  receipts  and  payments  to  every  monttily  meeting  of  the  Com- 
mittee. 

SZCHSTARIKS. 

Xni.  The  three  secretaries  shall  be— one,  a  clergyman  of  the  EstaUiahed 
Church ;  another,  a  dissenting  minister ;  and  the  third,  a  layman. 

XI Y.  The  secretaries  shaU  be  ex-^fiew  members  of  all  Sub-Committees. 

XV.  The  secretaries  shall  call  a  special  meeting  of  the  Committee,  on 
receiving  a  requisition  signed  by  five  members ;  or  they  may  do  ao  on  their 
own  authority  alone :  sudi  meeting  not  to  take  place  till  three  days  after  the 
summpns ;  which  shaU  specify  the  object  of  the  meeting. 

DISTEICT  COMMITTEXS. 

XT  I.  The  General  Committee  abiU  be  divided  into  the  fellowiiig  liidbc 
Bistrict  Committees ;  vis. 


1.  Ckttrkty 

8.  SUmekmue^ 

4.  Northern  Doeky 

5.  SmUhem  Dockj 

6*  SiQke  and  Morice'town^ 


7.  TWrpohUy  &c 

8.  Miian9oky  KmiMmi,  Qmmnd^  ftcw 

9.  SaUoMky 

10.  Plympimh  &c 

11.  Iv^bridgej 
IS.  TamertoHyKnaekert-hoie^Si.BudeySLC, 

each  of  which  shall  be  charged  with  the  duty  of  establishing,  if  deemed 
expedient,  a  Branch  Society,  or  Association,  within  the  particular  district, 
and  of  affording  it  the  requisite  advice  and  assistance  when  established. 

XVIL  Each  District  Committee  shall  appoint,  monthly,  one  or  mare  of 
their  members,  to  attend  and  assist  at  the  Committee  Meeting  of  the  Brtmek 
Jbciety,  or  JuocUUitn^  within  their  district. 

XVIII.  Each  District  Committee  shall  present,  monthly,  a  written  report 
to  tiie  Qcnecal  Committee,  which  shall  specify,—^ 

1.  The  present  state  of  the  Brtmeh  Society^  or  Juoeiaikny  within  their 
district ;  with  the  names  of  those  members  of  this  Committee  who 
have  attended  the  JBranch,  or  Auoeiaikm^  Committee: 

S.  The  amount  of  subscriptions  received  for  this  society,  with  the 
names  and  address  of  all  new  subscribers ;— with  any  other  requisite 
toformation. 

XIX.  In  the  appdntment  of  every  District  Committee,  Sul)-Committeey 
or  Deputation,  one  of  its  members  sludl  be  designated  as  Secretazy  of  such 
Sub-Committee  \  to  whom  a  copy  of  the  minute  of  appointment  shall  be 
handed,  and  who  shall  give  any  requisite  notice  to  his  colleagues,  and  present 
the  reports  to  the  Genml  Committee. 

XX.  Any  member  of  the  Conunittee  neglecting  to  attend  for  three  sue* 
cessive  months,  shall  be  reminded  by  the  Committee  of  such  breach  of  the 
rules  of  the  society,  and  requested  to  state  whether  he  is  unavoidably  pre- 
vented fulfilling  the  duties  of  his  office. 

XXI.  A  CoLLECTox  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Committee ;  who  shall  nva 
security  fat  the  trust  reposed  in  him,  and  who  shall  not  Iceep  in  his  luinds  t 
sum  exceeding /or(|f  pounds.  He  shall  pay  over  the  whole  of  his  ooUectiooa 
to  the  cash.«ecretary,by  whom  the  particulara  shall  be  entered  in  the  *"  Sub- 
a64P^onBo<A,'  and^eamount  transmitted  to  the  treasurer.    The  collector 
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fUl  beTenmneimted  hj  an  ■llowanoey  not  ezoeeding/M  per  cent.  *  on  the 
amount  ooUected  bj  him. 

X!OI.  When  it  i«  reported  by  the  collector,  that  any  subacriber  to  the 
aodety  baa  diacontinued  hia  or  her  aubacription,  the  Committee  of  the  diatrict 
within  which  aucfa  peraon  reaidea  ahall  endeavour  to  have  auch  aubacription 
renewed* 

XXIII.  The  reapecUye  Diatrict  Committeea  ahall,  at  tiieir  diacretion» 
canyiaa  their  diatricto  for  additional  aubacriptiona,  at  teaat  onoe  in  the  year. 

XXIV.  It  ahall  be  the  duty  of  the  Minute  Secretary  to  aupply  every 
IMatrict  Committee  with  an  adequate  number  of  the  Annual  Ueporta,  aa  pub- 
liahed,  for  the  aubacriberi  reaident  in  the  diatrict,  and  a  few  for  circulation. 
He  ahall  alao  aend  twelve  copiea  annually  to  the  Committee  of  the  Parent 
Society. 

XX Y.  No  new  By-Law  ahall  be  propoaed,  nor  any  eziating  By-Law  ra» 
pealed  or  altered,  without  one  month*a  previoua  notice  being  given,  and  a 
copy  of  the  propoaed  alteration  or  addition  aent  to  each  member  of  the  Com* 
mittee. 

5.  ObservaiioTis. 

L  The  place,  day,  and  hour  of  the  committee  meeting 
ahouUbe  selected  with  a  view  to  the  convenience  of  the  mem- 
ben,  and  never  be  altered  without  8u£5cient  reason.  The 
importance  of  regular  and  punctual  attendance  has  been 
already  adverted  to,  in  the  preceding  section.  The  Minute 
Secretary  prepares  an  *'  Agenda,** — See  Specimen^  Chap,  h 
Section  II.— which  is  laid,  with  a  copy  of  the  By-Laws,  before 
the  chairman,  at  every  committee  meeting,  in  county  soci« 
eties,  and  in  all  cases  where  the  members  reside  at  a  con* 
riderable  distance  from  the  place  of  meeting,  the  Committee 
will  find  it  advantageous  to  meet  at  twelve  o*dock ;  but  where 
s  more  limited  district  is  embraced,  the  evening  is  found 
more  suitable.  As  economy  cannot  be  too  strictly  observed 
in  every  part  of  the  system,  the  gratuitous  use  of  a  room 
riiould,  if  possible,  be  obtained. 

n.  While  the  minutes  of  the  preceding  meeting  are  read 
by  one  of  the  secretaries,  his  colleagues  may  be  usefully  em- 
ployed in  examining  whedier  the  treasurer's  and  depositary's 
reports  be  accurately  filled  up,  and  comparing  them  with  we 
reports  of  the  preceding  month,  which  should  always  be 
preserved  in  a  Guard-booL  Specimens  of  these  reports  will 
be  inserted  in  Section  V.  of  this  chapter. — It  should  be  dis-> 
tinctly  observed,  that  when  Bible  Associations  are  connected 
with  a  Branch  Society,  the  Auxiliary  Society  recognises  them 
only  through  the  medium  of  the  latter;  as  a  different  course 
of  proceeding  would  interrupt  the  order  and  harmony  of  the 
system.  It  is  me  province  of  the  chairman  to  conduct  the  business 

*  Tbc  commission  to  the  coUaetor  should  never  exceed  Jive  per  cant :  in  some 
apcMei^  it  ia  conaidcnail  j  laaa. 


No  orders  should  he  g^yea  be^Fond  balatioe  dae.-*-*diooiiiig  nenr  Members. 

aotordifig  ta  tht  oirder  prescribed  in  the  IV Cb  Bj-Law ;  by  • 

strict  attention  to  which,  much  valuable  time  wiH  be  saved. 

m.  In  fulfUling  the  duties  specified  in  the  Vlth  By-Law, 
the  secretaries  will  recollect  the  suggestions  already  offered 
in  Chap.  I.  Section  VI. ;  and  never  simer  the  amount  of  their 
orders  to  exceed  the  balance  at  their  credit  in  the  books  of 
the  Parent  Institution.  An  adequate  and  well-assotted  stock 
should  be  always  kept  in  the  local  depositorv ;  but  this  stock 
should  never  exceed  the  probable  demand.  When  Bibles 
and  Testaments  are  delivered  to  a  Branch  Society,  or  Bible 
Association,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  die  secte^mes^*  such 
society,  or  association,  to  inscribe  or  stamp  the  cof^i^  with 
the  title  of  the  particular  institution  by  which  they  are  issued' 
to  the  public ;  and  thus  the  facility  of  detection,  m  the  event 
of  improper  disposal,  is  increased. 

>  nr.  In  the  choice  of  new  membevs  of  the  CommiM^  die 
intimate  acquaintance  with  the  district^  derived  iSrom  the 
eBcerflons  of  preceding  years,  may  be  turned  to  a  profitable 
aeoDunt,  by  enabling  the  members  to  select  gentlemen  pff<^* 
perly  quaUfied  for  the  important  office.  A  preference  should 
a^ays  be  given  to  those,  if  suitable  in  other  respects,  who 
reside  in  that  part  of  the  district  which  most  requires  atten* 
tioii.  The  plui  of  election  by  ballot  is  adopted  in  the 
Ptarent  Committee,  and  is  reoommoided  as  tlie  most  unob- 
jeeCioniAle  mode  of  admitting  new  members. 

v«  The  depository  should  he  established  in. a  esntD^lMfl 
qwvenient  siti^tion,  and  be  under  tbe  oonstsnt  care  wd 
superintendence  of  the  secretaries.  In  many  Auxiliary 
Societies  which  require  an  assistant  secretary,  the  same  indi- 
vidual acts  as  depositary  with  advantage  to  the  cause ;  and, 
ip  others,  the  depositary  is  remunerated  for  his  trouble^,  by  iS 
small  per-centage  on  the  amount  of  Bibles  and  Testaments 
sqld  to  subscribers  under  their  privilege.  Wliere  the  gratuitous 
^rvices  of  a  suitable  individual — a  bookseller  for  instance — 
can  be  procured,  it  is  scarcely  necessary  to  say,  they  should 
he  gratefully  accepted;  unless  there  be  reason  to  fear  that  As 
lOi)sence  of  responsibility  may  induce  neglect.  Specimens  of 
tjie  depositary's  book,  and  the  secretary's  order,  will  be  foimd 
iii  Secpon  V.  of  this  chapter. 

<  v{.  It  is  evident  that  the  .time  of  a  Committee  muf  be> 
Ifiore  profitably  occupied  tlian  in  the  examination  of  bjiiHs  ; 
^nd  that  this  necessary  duty  can  be  better  performed  by  two, 
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Arrangement  of  Meetings.— Balance  in  hand  ■bouM  be  annually  remitted. 

w  thifee  g^itlemen,  acquainted  with  business,  and  appointed 
finr  diis  special  purpose.  If  the  bills  be  presented  at  one 
meeting,  entered  on  the  minutes,  and  referred  to  the  auditors, 
tliey  should  be  returned  the  following  month,  either  signed  aa 
correct— in  which  case,  their  discharge  is  immediately  ordered* 
by  minute — or  with  iiie  objections  noted  at  die  foot  of  the 
respective  accounts« 

vn.  The  Xlth  By-Law,  in  its  practical  tendency,  is  one 
of  the  most  important  in  the  whole  code.  The  arrangement 
of  the  Annual  Meetings  of  Branch  Societies  and  Bible 
Associations  ought  always  to  be  made  in  concert  with  the 
Committee  of  the  Auxiliary  Society  with  which  they  are  con-' 
nected,  and  the  days  of  meeting  should  not,  if  possible,  be 
altered.  It  is  the  duty  of  me  Minute  Secretary  of  the 
Auxiliary  Society  to  report  to  the  Committee,  monthly,  such 
meetings  as  fall  in  course  within  the  ensuing  month:  the 
requisite  appointment  is  then  made,  and  a  copy  of  the  Minute 
sent  to  the  Comnuttee  of  the  Branch  Society  or  Association. 
A  due  consideration  of  this  subject,  in  all  its  bearings,  and  of 
the  responsibili^  which  attaches  to  those  who  are  pledged  to 
the  discharge  of  this  important  dutjr,  cannot  fail  of  drawing 
still  closer  the  ties  of  Christian  union  and  mutual  regard, 
while  it  strengthens  and  extends  the  general  interest  in  that^ 
great  cause  which  all  are  engaged  to  support 

VIII.  The  importance  of  selecting  a  suitable  perion  aa 
TVeasurer  has  been  adverted  to  in  the  preceding  seetiqn. 
This  subject  demands  the  more  attention,  as  he  generally 
aete  aa  Chaivman  of  the  Committee,  where  his  prudenee  and 
ksowledge  of  busmess  are  of  material  consequence.  It  iq 
scarcely  possible  to  define  the  bahmce  which  ought  tq 
remain  in  the  hands  of  a  treasurer;  but,  as  it  cannot  be  su^ 
posed  he  accepts  the  office  under  any  view  of  deriving  pecui 
niary  profit  from  his  appointment,  and  the  Parent  Institutioq 
has  a  constantly -increasing  demand  on  the  funds  placed  iat  iti 
disposal,  the  standing  balance  should  not  exceed  the  suni 
required  for  incidental  expenses.— On  closing  the  account^ 
at  the  end  of  every  year,  the  whok  of  the  balance  in  hand 
should  be  remitted  to  the  Parent  Society,  by  which  the  cad^n 
statements  will  be  rendered  more  clear  and  intelligible* 

IX.  The  success  of  every  benevolent  institution  depends,  in 
no  inconsiderable  degree,  on  the  zeal,  the  wisdom,  and  the' 
cISigence  of  the  Seoretaries;  b«t  in  no  cause  are  these  valuable 
cftwiitiw  flfkoie  raqaifiite,  than^in  that  of  the  Bibl«  Saeie^.^ 
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Duties  of  the  respective  Secretsiies  defined* 

Nor  should  it  be  forgotten,  in  tracing  the  unexampled  pro- 
gress of  this  institution,  that  much  of  its  efficiency  nas  been 
derived  from  the  piety,  the  talents,  and  the  disinterested 
services  of  nearly  two  thousand  gentlemen  of  extensive 
personal  and  local  influence,  who  fill  this  important  office 
within  the  United  Kingdom ;  and  who  have  still  further  illus- 
trated, m  theur  respective  districts,  that  union  of  spirit,  and 
that  devotedness  to  the  object  in  view,  which  are  so  conspi- 
cuous in  the  secretaries  of  the  Parent  Institution. 

Although  it  is  certainly  desirable  that  an  Auxiliary  Society 
should  have  three  secretaries,  and  that  they  should  be  se- 
lected as  prescribed  in  the  Xlllth  By-Law,  many  establish- 
ments of  this  description  adopt  a  different  plan ;  some  having 
four,  or  even  six  secretaries;  others,  two ;  and  a  few>  only  one : 
— ^in  the  latter  cases,  especially,  an  assistant-secretary  is 
indispensable.  But  the  experience  of  the  best-organized 
societies,  the  example  of  the  Parent  Institution,  and  the  na- 
tural division  of  the  official  duties,  concur  in  strengthening  the 
recommendation  of  the  By-Law.  As  the  secretaries  are  the 
representatives,  not  only  of  the  local  societies,  but  in  some 
degree  of  the  Parent  Institution,  as  public  advocates  of  the 
cause,  they  should  be  selected  with  me  greatest  care : — ^the 
suggestions  already  offered,  in  reference  to  this  subject,  suf- 
ficiently explain  the  author's  meaning. 

The  duties  of  the  respective  secretaries  may  be  thus 
defined: — 

1.  The  MiKUTE  Secretary  takes  charge  of  the  rough  and  fail; 
**  Minute  Books;'* — ^preserves  the  records  of  the  Society  ^— 
conducts  the  business  of  the  Committee;— and  directs  the 
officia]  correspondence  with  the  Parent  Institution,  the  con- 
nected Branch  Societies  and  Associations,  and  individuals. 

S.  The  Cash  Secretary  takes  charge  of  the  ''  Subscription 
Book"  and  <*Leger;*' — receives  all  remittances  from  the 
connected  Branch  Societies  and  Associations,  and  the  col- 
lections from  the  District  Committees  and  collector ; — and 
presents  a  report  monthly  to  the  Committee. 

3.  The  BiBLB  Secretary  takes  charge  of  the  «  Order  Book;"— 
superintends  the  Depository,  and  attends  to  the  state  of  the 

«  stock ; — ^gives  and  receives  all  orders  for  Bibles  and  Testa- 
menu  ;  —and  examines,  monthly,  the  **  Depositary's  Booky" 
and  his  report  to  the  Committee. 

Specimens  of  all  these  Books,  Vc.  will  be  inserted  in  the  Vth  Section 
of  this  chapter » 

As  the  Minute  Secretary  conducts  the  correspondence  of 
the  Sodetyi  it  follows,  that  many  aooounts  and  documento  are 
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DiTiaoa  of  labour  enential  to  micoeab 

addressed  to  him  which  appertain  to  the  departments  of  his 
colleagues^  to  whom  they  should  be  immediately  transmitted 
for  insertion  in  the  proper  book,  but  are  subsequently  returned 
to  him.  For  instance : — ^when  the  Minute  Secretary  receives 
firom  the  Parent  Institution  an  invoice  of  Bibles  and  Testa- 
mentSy  he  hands  it  to  the  Bible  Secretary,  by  whom,  and  the 
Depositary,  it  is  compared  with  the  books  received,  and  the 
particulars  entered  in  the  Depositary's  Book; — ^the  BiUe 
Secretary  then  marks  it  as  ^^  correct,  and  entered  ;**  signs  and 
transmits  it  to  the  Cash  Secretary,  by  whom  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society  is  credited  for  the  amount  in  the  Leger ; 
and  the  invoice,  signed  as  "  entered,'*  is  returned  to  the  Minute 
Secretary,  by  whom  it  is  preserved. 

By  a  strict  adherence  to  system,  the  duties  of  a  secretary 
become  light  and  pleasant,  and  occupy  considerably  less  time 
than  may  appear  necessary  for  their  regular  discharge.  The 
proceedings  of  the  Committee  should  be  transcribed  into  the 
'*  Fair  Minute  Book,"  as  soon  as  possible  after  each  meeting; 
and  a  copy  of  every  Minute  requiring  attention  sent  imme-^ 
diately  to  the  party  whom  it  concerns : — an  attention  to  this 
poin^  however  apparently  trivial,  will  materially  tend  to  the 
order  and  regularity  of  the  society.  If  the  secretaries  mee^ 
monthly,  half  an  hour  before  the  time  appointed  for  the  Com* 
jnittee,  it  will  considerably  facilitate  the  proceedings. 

In  leference  to  the  XV th  By-Law,  it  may  be  observed,  that 
**  special  meetings  **  should  be  avoided  as  much  as  possible. 
All  the  meetings  of  a  Committee  are  important;  but  it  should 
only  be  on  extraordinary  occasions  that  the  members  are  spe- 
daUy  convened. 

X.  It  win  be  evident  to  the  reader,  that  the  XVIth  By-Law 
is  simply  an  extension  of  the  principle  laid  down  in  the  Eighth 
general  Rule ;  and  which  is  thus  applied  to  the  permanent 
arrangements  of  the  society.  By  tnis  division  oi  labour-* 
assigning  to  every  separate  part  its  particular  and  defined 
duty,  and  making  each  responsible  for  its  allotted  portion 
alone — die  pressure  is  equally  felt  throughout  the  whole,  and 
no  spring  in  this  moral  machinery  is  overloaded ;  an  intbnate 
knowledge  of  the  specific  duty  is  acouired;  and,  as  thb  is  seen 
to  be  essentially  requisite  to  the  good  order  and  wel&re  of  the 
whole,  the  interest  is  constantiy  kept  alive.  The  business 
assigned  to  one  cannot  be  delegated  to  another,  without  inter* 
rupting  the  general  harmony ;  and,  at  every  monthly  meeting, 
Ike  Committee  have  a  dear  view  of  the  separate  and  oombijied 
results  of  thrir  system. 
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Appointment  of  Dirtrict  Committeefl. 

'  a^i=:=  ■■■■:: - .   ■■  t:-.  ■  t'  —  ■     ■  ■  =:asa=ag:^aa^B^s: 

In  definng  die  several  districtB,  reference  should  be  had  to 

tbeir  comparatiye  extent  and  population;  and  the  divuion 

should  be  as  equal  as  local  circumstances  admit     Parochial 

'  boundaries,  as  being  generally  recognised,  affi3rd  a  toleraUy 

correct  idea  of  the  HU)de  to  be  pursu^ ;  although  an  extenrive 

parish  may  be  advantageously  divided,  or  two  or  more  smstt 

ones  united  in  the  same  district.    The  number  and  loeid  ooa- 

renience  of  the  mmnbers  likewise  deserve  consideratien  in 

these  arrangements;  which  should  be  prepaid  by  a  Sab- 

Committee,  and  subsequently  revised  by  the  Greneral  Cofl^ 

;  iMttee  before  they  sate  finally  adopted.    In  every  discusrion 

■eoMiected  with  tUs  subject,  the  ultimate  establishment  of  all 

Association  in  each  district  should  be  cimstantly  kept  in  view. 

The  division  having  been  agreed  on,  and  the  boundmes 

of  every  district  aecurately  defined  on  separate  sheets  of 

Kper  and  entered  on  the  minutes  in  numerical  order,  the 
stiiet  Committees  are  appointed ;  and  one  of  the  members  of 
:  each  is  nominated  as  district  seeretary,  to  whon^  the  paper 
-  containing  a  specification  of  the  district,  the  names  and  ad- 
•  dress  of  his  cdleasues,  and  a  few  forms  of  the  ^*  monthly 
report,"  are  handed ;  and  he  is  henceforward  considered  as 
«tiie  official  organ  of  such  District  Committee,    To  him  the 
'  secretaries  transmit  all  reports,  papers,  and  other  documents 
for  the  use  of  his  district ;  and  from  him  all  requisite  informa- 
v'tion  is  expected  relative  to  its  state,  and  the  jNroceedings  of 
•the  society  within  its  boundaries. — Considerable  advantage 
will  be  derived  from  the  fi-equent  meeting  of  tKstrict  Com- 
-mittees,  especially  a  day  or  two  previous  to  the  meeting  df 
the  General  Committee,   in  order  to  draw  up  their  mojmily 
report, — a  duty  which  should  never  be  deferred  to  the  last 
moment. — The  mode  of  establishing  and  organizing  BrancfaSo- 
cieties  and  Associations  will  be  detailed  in  their  proper  ordet. 

XI.  Although  the  XVIIth  By-Law  provides  only  for  the 
attendance  of  "  one  or  more  mopnbers**  of  the  District  Com- 
mittee at  the  meetings  of  the  Committee  of  the  Branch  So- 
ciety or  Association,  it  is  very  desirable  that  all  the  members 
should,  if  possible,  attend  regularly,  and  thus  give  the  be- 
nefit of  their  countenance  and  experience  to  those  highly  iin- 
'^portant  institutions,  with  whose  actual  state  they  will  thus  be- 
oome  more  intimately  aequaintefl. — This  is  the  more  neces- 
sary in  reference  to  the  X  Vlllth  By-Law ;  as  the  '*  monthlV 
ijeport" — ^a  specimen  of  whichwill  be  inserted  in  the  Vth  Sec- 
-tion  of  this  chapterr-ishould  convey  the  unanimous  sentimcnte 
of  the  District  Committee  on  every  subject  it  embraees.-      * 
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'the  MVtfntsgeB  cierived  from  this  constant  intercourse  of 
4Mb  ih6taBA)4i^  ^  an  Auxiliary  Cdlninittee  with  those  of  their 
connected  Associations,  are  ihcalcuhble.  Many  of  the  Di!f- 
tirict  Gommittees  may  be  occasionally  strencdiened  by  deputa- 
tions from  the  Ghmeral  Committee,  as  lociu  or  temporary  cil^ 
QnuBtances  seem  to  requine  it:  and  as  all  the  members  «f  A^ 
4atter  are  entilled  toafttendthe  Committees  of  the  sttbordinatt 
^eocieties^  tliis  privilege  may  4le  reiidered  a  somee  of  bem^tand 
^Batbfaction.*-Jly  the  intiniate  connexion  thus  preserved  and 
cidtibrated,  the  spurit  of  the  system  is  maintabied  inviolate ;  Ih^ 
identity  of  pkn  and  operation  secured ;  and  information,  eneoo^ 
ragement,  and  strength,  mutually  acquired  and  communicated. 

Xir,  Wh3e  the  respect  which  is  due  to  rank,  character, 
^fmd  influence,  should  never  be  lost  sight  of,  their  possessore 
«ould  be  placed  in  the  list*  of  honorary  officers,  rather  than 
on  the  Committee,  unless  they  can  devote  some  portion  6f 
idieir  time  and  attention  to  the  regular  btisiness  of  the  society. 
^Where  .thlfSi  union  is  rendered  subservient  to  the  interests  of 
the  cause,  no  appointment  can  be  more  suitable ;  but  it  is  un- 
deniable, that  nominal  strength,  in  a  Committee,  is  not  un- 
frequently  found  to  be  real  weakaess.-T-To  ascertain,  and  pre- 
serve the  number  of  efficient  members,  ia  the  object  of  the 
XXth  By-Law. 

mm.  In  some  few  Auxiliary  Societies  the  annual  subscript 
tions  are  collected  by  the  District  Committees;'  and  werf 
economy  the  only  guide  to  be  consulted,  this  plan  nught 
be  recommended  for  general  adoption.  But  the  importance 
of  collecting  regularly,  and  the  difficulty  of  finding  gen^ 
demen  who  have  suiBGicient  time  at  their  co^mnandto  atten4 
to  this  business  at  the  precise  ^peripd,  renders  it  necesr 
sary  to  emplov  a  collector,  whose  services  the  Committee  qap 
command,  and  whose  interest  and  4uty  arp  equally  concerned 
in  exciting  him  to  promptitude  and  regularity.  There  ar^, 
however,  many  instances  <]lf>^  individuals  who  have  declined 
mdiaeribing  when  caDed  upon  by  a  colledtor,  but  who  have 
dieerffdly  given  or  continued  their  Sup]^<!)]rt;  when  subset 
qaently  odled  onby  Iheir  respectable  neighbours  or  acquaint^ 
ance,  who  were  more  competent  to  give  any  reauisite  expla^ 
nation.  In  this  point  of  view,  the  XXIId  and  XXIIId  Byl 
Laws  have  proved,  in  thehr  practical  operiition,  extremely 
tisefiil ;  and  the  distribution  of  the  annua)  repof ts,  as  pro^ 
inded  for  by  the  XXI Vth  By-Law,  affords  a  &vbttrable  op^ 
^paituliity.lbr.ertBndipg-a  knowledge  of  the  eaUse,  and  an  in^ 
terest  in  its  success.    The  meiimioft  o#  toe  ^/  bHef  view;^ 
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Facility  with  which  Socieiies  may  be  establiahed.— Prmdooal  Committee. 

**  compendium,"  *'  monthly  extracts,'*  and  other  authorised 
publications  of  the  Parent^Institution,  has  also  been  found 
eminently  l^neficial  on  these  occasions. 

XIV.  Although  the  Committee  have  no  power  to  make 
any  change  in  the  fundamental  rules  of  the  society,  they  are 
perfectly  competent  to  make  any  requisite  alteration  in  those 
minor  laws  which  reoulate  theur  own  proceedings.  But  no- 
thing can  be  more  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  a  Society 
than  the  frequent  alteration  of  its  rules,  which  should  never 
take  plaice  wiuout  the  most  deliberate  consideration,  and  the 
consent  of  at  least  three-fourths  of  the  Committee. 


6.  When  Branch  Societies,  or  Associations  conducted  by 
£^ndemen,  are  established  in  connexion  with  an  Auxiliary 
Society,  the  following  additional  By-Law  may  be  adopted 
with  great  advantage : — 

^  That  the  presdents,  treasurers,  and  secretaries  of  the  Branch  Sodetifli 
and  Gentlemen's  Associations  in  connexion  with  this  society,  be  «r-^ki» 
members  of  this  committee. 


SECTION  IV. 

THE  MODB  OF  ESTABLISHING  AND  ORGANIZING  AN 
AUXILIARY  SOCIETY. 

1.  It  has  been  well  observed,  in  reference  to  the  establish* 
ment  of  Bible  Institutions,  that  '^  no  place,  where  the  blessings 
of  the  Gospel  are  known,  needs  any  thing  to  engage  its  inha- 
bitants in  this  cause,  but  necessary  information  about  such 
societies,  and  an  active  individual  to  take  a  lead  in  the  mea- 
sure.'* So  important  is  the  object,  so  simple  the  design,  and  so 
replete  with  blessings  the  whole  system,  that  benev<Mence  and 
Christianity  rejoice  over  it  as  one  of  the  most  efficient  means 
ever  suggested  for  the  improvement  and  happmess  of  the 
human  race. 

S.  When  one  or  more  individuals  are  disposed  to-co-operale 
with  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  and  conceive  that 
an  Auxiliary  Society  may  be  established  in  the  district  where 
they  reside,  their  first  business  should  be,  to  obtain  the  con- 
currence and  aid  of  a  few  respectable  and  suitable  persons  of 
local  influence,  and  to  form  themselves  into  a  Provisional  Comr- 
miitee;  of  which  one  of  the  most  active  and  prudent  members 
should  be  appointed  secretary.  The  duties  that  devolve  on 
this  Committee,  whidi  should  meet  at  least  weddyi  and  oftenei^ 
if  convenient,  may  be  tiius  defined :— 


mOk  IV.]  MODS  or  WrAKI8Hm&  AVXItlAHT^OCIXTIKS.     161 

Flreliiiiiiiaiy  mettiirefl  xecommended  fiyr  adoption. 


-  i«  To  acquaint  the  Committee  of  the  Parent  Societjr  with  the 
measure  in  contemplation,  and  the  extent  and  population  of  the 
district  proposed  to  be  included  in  the  projected  society;^ and  to 
request  a  supply  of  those  publications  wmch  have  been  found  useful 
on  similar  occasions. 

II.  To  adopt  means  for  ascertahihig  by  personal  ii 
alale  of  the  district  with  respect  to  the  want  of  Bibles  and 
ments,  and  enter  the  results  on  their  Minutes.— In  reference  to  tins 
aubject,  it  may  not  be  imjMroper  to  remark^  that  even  if  a  distvict 
he  adequately  supplied  with  the  holy  scriptures,  k  fumidies  no 
Sttgument  against  the  Ibrmation  of  the  intended  society,  whose 
sphere  of  operation,  through  the  medium  of  the  Parent  Institution^ 
is  co-extensive  with  the  world,  the  state  of  which  has  been  already 
described  in  Chap.  I.  Section  X.  On  the  contrary,  it  may  safely 
be  presumed,  that,  in  direct  proportion  to  the  degree  in  which  the 
Bible  is  possessed  and  stddied,  iriH  the  duty  and  desire  be  felt  to 
impart  the  same  blessing  to  all  mankind.  Experience,  however,  has 
exhibited  a  melancholy  proof,  that  even  in  our  own  country  the 
extent  of  the  deficiency  was  awfully  great;  and  as  there  are  nu- 
merous individuals  whose  countenance  and  support  may  be  given 
principally  on  this  ground,  the  investigation  is  highly  important. 

uu  The  IVovisional  Committee,  having  received  from  the  Parent 
Society  a  supply  of  those  publications  which  explain  and  illustrate 
its  design,  should  lose  no  time  in  circulating  them  with  prudence 
and  discretion.  «'  The  Brief  View,"  and  '<  the  Compendium/' 
•8  containing  a  condensed  summary  of  ito  proceedings*  may  be 
generally  distributed  with  advantage;  and  the  sheet  edition  of  the 
sulmirable  letters  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  with  the 
paper  entitled  <'  Episcopal  Testimonies,"  may  also  be  transmitted 
to  the  more  respectable  inhabitants.*  The  Annual  Reports  of  the 
society  should  be  lent  to  those  individuals  whose  active  services  are 
■elicited. 

IV.  To  prepare  the  list  of  officers  «nd  committee.— The  iodivi« 
duals  selected  for  president,  vice-presidents,  and  treasurer,  should 
be  waited  on  by  deputations  from  the  Provisional  Committee,  and 
tlieir  consent  solicited.  The  importance  of  a  judicious  choice  in 
these  appobtments,  and  in  those  of  the  secretaries  and  the  commit- 
tee, has  been  already  adverted  to  in  the  two  preceding  sections, 
and  cannot  be  too  strongly  recommended. 

V.  To  draw  up  an  address  to  be  read  at  the  general  meeting  for 
the  establishment  of  the  society .-^This  should  embrace  a  brief,  but 
explicit  view  of  the  nature,  ^ign,  and  proceedings  of  the  Parent 
iutitution,  and  a  statement  of  the  results  of  the  investigation 

—  ■        r  '     ■  ■ ' *- 

«  At  all  thsse  PapertwiU  beindndied  ia  tiia  Apptadix,  the  rMdsr  willbs 

tosd^hisMkction  tolocalcircuiQfttAiiCM. 
M 
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Aaaistance  of  Parent  Committee  should  be  eolicited. 

recommended  in  the  second  paragraph  of  this  division  of  the  sectioEi. 
Ill  some  cases,  this  address  has  been  printed  and  circulated  previous 
to  the  general  meeting;  and  in  others  it  has  been  altogether  dis« 
pensed  with :  the  advantages,  however,  which  have  attended  the 
plan  in  numerous  instances  justify  its  recommendation. 

VI.  When  those  preliminary  measures  are  sufficiently  matured, 
which  will  generally  be  the  case  in  three  or  four  weeks,  the  pre- 
sident, or  in  his  absence  another  individual  of  distinction  and 
influence,  selected  as  chairman,  should  be  consulted  on  the  mosi 
convenient  day  for  the  general  meeting,  of  which  the  Parent  Com- 
mittee should  be  inforn^,  and  the  assistance  of  the  secretaries  be 
requested  In  the  mean  time,  a  Sub«Committee  of  two  or  three 
gentlemen  may  be  appointed,  to  engage  a  suitable  place  for  the 
meeting*  and  to  see  that  it  is  properly  prepared;  and  the  provisional 
secretary  may  draw  up  the  order  of  proceeding,  and  transcribe  the 
several  Resolutions,  leaving  blanks  for  the  respective  movers  and 
seconders. 

VII.  Tlie  time  and  place  being  definitively  fixed,  the  next  busi- 
ness is  to  give  every  publicity  to  the  intended  meeting,  by  means 
of  placards,  hand-bills,  and  advertisements; — to  invite  the  neigh- 
bouring clergymen,  ministers,  and  other  respectable  and  eligible 
persons,  to  take  part  in  the  proceedings ; — and  to  appoint  difierent 
Sub-Committees,  of  three  or  four  members  each,  to  receive  the 
visitors  and  accommodate  the  audience,  enter  the  names  of  sub- 
scribers in  books  to  be  provided  for  the  purpose  by  the  secretaries, 
and  attend  with  plates  to  receive  contributions  at  the  close  of  the 
meeting.  The  several  blanks  in  the  rules  recommended  for 
adoption  should  then  be  filled,  and  the  Provisional  Committee 
be  adjourned  to  the  morning  of  the  day  appointed  for  the  General 
Meeting. 


The  following  is  the  Form  of  the  Books,  or  Papers,  used  for  the 

Eurpose  of  entering  Subscribers*.  Names,  to  be  subsequently 
anded  to  the  Secretaries,  with  the  amount  collected. 


Namit. 


Reridence. 


Donation. 


£. 


Ann.  Sabacript 


£.       *. 


P&idy  or  out 


The  following  Order  of  Proceedinos  will  be  found  suitable 
at  Meetings  convened  for  the  Establishment  of  Auxiliary.  Bible 
Societies :—  / 
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ORDER  OF  PROCEEDINGS  at  the  General  Meeting. 


A*  B.  moves,  and  C  />.  seconds,  that  £.  K  be  requested  to  take  the  chair* 


I.  Tkt  Chavrman.^ 


O.H,  (one  of  ike 
gentlemen  to  be 


'  iariet) 

3.J.KAon^o/ikeU' 
cretariesoragenti 
^  ike  Parent  So- 
^*^lft  Vveunti 
if  noi^  a  gentle- 
man aequamied 
wUk  ike  suhjeet) 

4*  ^f*  Iu»  •*■»<»<«■  <<ww«.»*» 


will  open  the  budnesi  of  the  meeting,  by  stating 
the  object  for  which  it  is  called  together ;  and  con- 
clude by  referring  to  the  address  of  the  Frorisbnal 
Committee.* 


prill  read  the  address  of  the  Provisbnal  Comniittee. 


^will  addreM  the  meeting,  on  the  naturey  tendeiiG/» 
and  effects  of  the  Bible  Society. 


5.  iv.a 


e.  p.Q. 


7-  MLS.. 


wiU  more  the  Resolution  No.  1— 

^  That  the  ol^ject  and  constitution  of  the  British 
and  Foreign  Bible  Society  have  the  cordial  appro- 
bation of  this  meeting ;  and  that  a  society  be  now 
formed  for  the  purpose  of  co-operating  with  that  in- 
stitution; of  which  the  following  sh^  be  the  Rules 
and  Regulations.'*^[5«tf  Section  11.  of  IAI«  Ckapter  : 
the  Sixteenth  Rule  should  be  omittedy  as  U  eanUrim  ike 
objects  of  subsequent  and  specific  motions,} 

will  second  the  Motion  Na  !• 

The  Chairman  having  put  the  question, 
will  move  the  Resolution  Na  2— 

^  That  this  meeting  gratefully  acknowledges  the 
liberal  manner  in  which  the  presidency  of  this  society 
has  been  accepted  by  E,  J*.,  and  that  he  be  hereby 
elected  President  accordingly.** 

will  second  the  Motion  No.  3. 

The  mover  having  put  the  question^ 
will  acknowledge  the  Resolution. 

will  move  the  Resolution  No.  3*— 

'*  That  this  meeting  acknowledges  with  gratitude  tfie 
manner  in  which  the  following  respected  individuals 
have  accepted  the  office  of  Vice-Presidents ;  and  iliat 
they  be  hereby  elected  Vice-Presidents  accordingly.'* 
iHere'  insert  the  names  if  those  gentlemen  whs 
have  accepted  the  iffice^    .     . 

*  If  no  address  be  prepared,  the  Cfaairmaa  generally  refers  to  one  of  the 
■ecietaries  or  agents  of  the  Parent  Society,  who  is  immediately  followed  by  the 
Movers  of  the  Resolution  No.  1. 

h2 
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Order  of  Prooeedingi  at  the  Genenl  Meeting. 


10.  F.fT.. 


11.  XYAm€9f  ike 
IS.  Z.JI.< 


IS.  JC/*.. 


IS.  ap. . 

1&  (0.A, 


17.  s.  r.- 


la  cr.r.. 


19.  JFiX,* 


80.  Tlhf  C%air«M«.«. 


will  second  the  Motion  Na  3. 

The  Chairman  haring  put  the  question, 
wiU  admoirledge  theRmlution  on  behalf  of  himself 
and  fi>llw<giiesr 

wiQmove  the  Besohition  No.  4^ 

*'  That  J3.  C  be  Txeasorer,  and  2).  JE7.,  F*G•^  and 
H.  /.  Joint-Secretaries  of  this  institution ;  and  that 
the  following  gentlemen  be  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee,  with  power  to  fill  up  an j  vacancies  in  their 
number,  yiz.** 

[Hef  miert  the  muwut  tf  ike  gaUkmm  eompMing 
tk€  ComumUiet.] 

win  second  the  Motion  Na  4. 

The  Oiainnan  having  put  the  questiotty 
will  move  the  Resolution  No.  S— 

*'  That  this  meeting  acknowledges,  with  eovdial 
satisfiiction,  the  judicious  seal  and  activi^  msoi* 
ftsted  bj  the  Proviaiimal  Committee,iB  arranging  the 
important  business  of  this  day.** 

will  second  the  Motion  Na  & 

The  Chairman  having  put  the  question, 
will  move  the  Resolution  Na  6— 

^  That  while  this  meeting  admowledges  the  oUi* 
gation  under  which  it  is  placed  by  the  valuable  ser* 
vices  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  Parent  SodeCj,  it 
gladly  embraces  the  opportunity  thus  afforded  to 
congratulate  the  Committee  of  that  institution  on 
the  astonishing  success  with  which  Divine  Pmvi- 
denoe  has  blessed  their  exertions,  and  the  unin. 
terrupted  harmony  and  union  which  have  chaxac- 
tensed  all  their  proceedings.** 

will  second  the  Motion  Na  6* 

The  Chairman  having  put  the  question, 
will  move  the  Resolution  Na  7-* 

^  That  the  coidial  and  respectftil  thanks  of  fhib 
meeting  be  presented  to  E.F.  for  his  attention  to 
the  business  of  this  day,  and  for  his  conduct  la  itm 
chair.** 

will  second  the  Motion  Na  7. 

The  mover  havingjput  the  question, 
will  acknowledge  the Besoliition;  vefier  to  the  gentle* 
men  who  axe  placed  at  the  doon  to  receive  con- 
tribtttiona  and  to  enter  the  names  of  subscfibiBn  s 
and  a^joom  the  meethig  to  the  day  specified  in  ih» 
r^mriuiUk  Rule. 
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OiganintioD  of 'Committee.— Rdolutioiif  of  FUrti  Committee  Meeting. 

4l  The  mode  of  establishing  the  soeiety  having  been  de- 
tailed, it  is  necessary  to  describe  that  internal  organization  of 
the  Committee  without  which  no  extensive  or  permanent 
auccess  can  be  anticipated.  It  has  been  already  intimated 
that  the  Committee  should  meet  on  an  early  day ;  and.  it  will 
be  found  advantageous  if  the  members  can  be  convened  on 
the  day  immediately  succeeding^the  General  Meeting,  and 
the  secretaries  or  agents  of  the  Parent  Society  be  invited  to 
mttend.  The  secretaries  should  send  timely  notice  to  every 
member,  and  make  the  necessary  preparations,  by  engaging  a 
suitable  room  and  adopting  such  other  measures  as  may 
Ikdlitate  the  proceedings. 

6.  The  following  Resolutions  will  be  found  to  embrace  all 
the  business  usually  transacted  at  the  First  Meeting  of  the 
Committee : — they  should  be  entered  in  the  Rough  Minute 
Book,  in  the  order  of  their  adoption,  by  <»e  of  the  secretariei. 

At  the  Fint  Meeting  of  the  Committee^  held  the  — —  of  — —  IS— *t 

PBE8EVT  : 

^.  J3.  in  the  Chair, 

CD^  S.F.9  and  G^H^  Yittton, 

And  the  Ibllowing  Memben  of  the  Committee* 

[Her^  tRMH  ike  namti  •/  ihote  prttmi  .*] 

The  Chairman  having  read  the  Besolutiona  of  the  Genend  Meeting, 

]ic3d  — ^  instaiit,  it  was  axsoLyxn— 

1.  That  the  following  Code  of  By-Laws  he  adopted  fbr  the  goTemmeot  of 

this  Committee ;  and  dat  the  aecretaiiee  be  authoriaed  to  get  100  copies 

printed,  and  to  send  one  to  each  officer  and  member  of  the  Committee ;  yijs. 

[He^  imtert  ike  By-iMWi  rtetmnunded  m  SeeHm  lU.  tf  tkb  CSkqpifr, 

«r  nek  wtmiifieaiwt  0/  tAem  as  MMgr  fre  aikfUi.] 

%  That  the  duties  of  the  secretaries  be  thus  defined*- 
Zl.  J?,  to  be  Minute  Secretaxy : 
J*.  G.  to  be  Cash  Secretary :  and 
H.  /.  to  be  Bible  Secretary:* 
and  that  they  be  authorised  to  procure  the  requisite  aecount-boolei,  Com* 
mittee  notices,  forms  of  reports,  and  other  papers,  for  the  use  of  the 
society. 
3.  That  the  sphere  of  this  society  be  divided  into  the  following  districtai 

TUB. 

[Hert  9p9eify  JRtHimeUif^  tn  maurkai  ortUrj  ik§  uveral  didrktif  m  rwttm 
mumded  m  Ob$ervaiwm  x.  SseiiM  III.  0/  thk  Cki^HmrJ] 

4-  That  the  following  be  the  respectire  District  Committoes;  via. 
^District,  No.  t^J.M't  OD^  and  J?.F.— — and  that  ^.  A  be  District 
oMKtaiy* 

[i7sv»  tpMify  ik$  tthir  DUMd  Ctmmiiitu  in  ike  ssmm  aunMsr,  ami  nmim 
SMto  m  marHatp  if  socA,  tu  nemmmmdtd  in  Ob§ervatim  z.  SeeHm  IIL] 

•  For  a  more  foil  sxplaflatioa  of  these  dutlei,  nqpecthrely,  sse  ObserratieniK* 
SsctioB  III.  of  this  CbHitsr. 
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Resolutioiu  adopted  at  the  Fint  Committee  Meeting. 

5.  That  the  several  District  Committees  be  requested  to  commence,  an 
immediate  -canvas  of  their  respective  districts,  for  the  purpose  of  solicitiiig 
subscriptions  and  donations  from  the  inhabitants:  and  that  the  Minute 
Secretary  furnish  the  secretary  of  each  district  with  a'book  properly  ruled 
ibr  entering  subscribers'  names,*  and  the  requinte  number  of  the  address 
and  printed  papers  explanatory  of  the  design,  for  drculation* 

6.  That  the  several  District  Conmiitttees,  while  engaged  in  fulfilling  the 
immediate  object  of  their  appointment,  endeavour  to  ascertain  the  most 
fiivourable  situations  for  the  establishment  of  Branch  Societies  and  Bible 
Associations,  and  include  the  result  in  their  Monthly  Reports. 

7.  That  the  Minute  Secretary  be  authorised  to  get  500  copies  of  the 
Rules  and  Regulations  printed,  with  the  names  of  the  Officers  and  Com- 
mittee annexed,  and  send  twenty  copies  to  the  Secretary  of  each  District 
Committee  for  distribution,  and  a  copy  signed  by  the  President  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Parent  Society. 

The  Cash  Secretary  having  reported  that  the  amount  collected  at  the 
General  Meeting  was. 

In  Donations £.—  :—.:.. 

Annual  Suhscriptiotts —  :.^:.— 

CoQtributbos  in  the  Plates     .     ......      -.  •  ^  :  .— 


Total    •    .    .    •  J& 


It  was  EESOLVBD— 

8.  That  the  said  sum  of  jC—  •  ^  :  —  be  paid  over  to  the  Treasurer. 

9.  That  the-  Treasurer  be  requested  to  remit  to  the  Treasurer  of  the 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  the  sum  of  £. —  :  —  :  — ,  on  Moiety 
Acceunt,t  and  request  that  the  acknowledgment  of  all  remittances  may 
be  addressed  to  the  Cash  Secretary,  and  that  the  orders  of  the  Bible  Secre- 
tanr  may  be  duly  recognised. 

iThe  Namet  and  Addrcu  of  the  retpective  Secretaries  should  he  commMiit- 
cated  to  the  Assistant  Secretary  and  Depositary  of  the  Parent  Society,] 

10.  Th^t  B,A.<t  D.C,  and  F.^.  be  a  Sub-Committee  to  examine  end  re- 
port 'to  the  next  meeting  the  most  suitable  place  for  establishing  a  depo- 
sitory, and  also  the  name  of  an  eligible  person  to  act  as  Collector.  B-J,  to 
be  Secretary  to  this  Sub-Conmiittee. 

1 1.  That  the  Bible  Secretary  be  authorised  to  procure  a  stamp,  for  the 
purpose  of  marking  the  Bibles  and  Testaments  issued  with  the  designation 
of  Uus  society. 

12.  That  the  Minute  Secretary  apply  tD  the  Depositary  of  the  Parent 
Society  for  a  regular  supply  of  200  copies  of  the  **  Monthly  Extracts  of 
Correspondence ;"  and  that  they  be  delivered,  at  the  close  of  every  committee 
meeting,  to  the  District  Committees,  for  distribution. 

13.  That  H'  Cf .,  iC  /.,  and  Af.  L.  be  appointed  Auditors  for  the  present 
year. 

14.  That  this  Committee  do  adjourn  to  the of ,  at o'clock 

precisely.     [Here  insert  the  day  and  Amit,  according  to  the  First  By-Law.] 


*  These  books  should  be  of  octavo  size,  and  ruled  according  to  the  fom 
recomtnended  in  page  162. 
'  y  For  an  explanation  of  this  account,  see  Chap.  I.  Section  VI« 
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Duties  of  the  Secretaries  after  a  Committee  Meeting. 

6.  By  strict  attention  to  order  and  regularity,  the  whole  of 
this  business  may  be  considered  and  arranged  at  the  primary 
meeting  of  the  Committee ;  but  should  any  difficulty  arise, 
the  immediate  subject  of  discussion  may  be  referred  to  a  Sub- 
Committee,  and  the  General  Committee  should  adjourn  to 
receive  their  report  This  is  the  more  important,  as  the  al- 
teration of  one  part  of  the  regulations  now  submitted  will 
frequently  require  a  corresponcnig  alteration  in  others,  which 
it  will  be  difficult  to  make  without  deranging  some  important 
portion  of  the  system. 

Immediately  after  the  meeting  of  the  Committee,  the  Mi- 
nute Secretary  should  send  copies  of  the  several  Resolutions 
to  the  individuals  whom  they  respectively  concern,  as  sug- 
gested in  the  ixth  Observation,  Section  IIL,  annexing  his 
signature,  officially,  to  each ;  and  a  form  of  the  Monthly 
District  Report  (see  Specimen^  Section  V.)  to  each  District 
Secretary. — The  notices  of  the  next  meeting  should  be  sent  to 
the  members,  at  least  two  or  three  days  previous  to  that  on 
which  the  Committee  are  to  meet — The  Minutes  of  the  first 
meeting  should  be  tranyribed  into  the  ^  Fair  Minute  Book*;" 
in  the  farst  page  of  which  the  names  of  the  members  should  be 
entered,  with,  columns  to  denote  their  attendance,  as  recom- 
mended in  the  Specimen,  Section  V. ;  and  an  Agenda*  be 
prepared,  to  lay  before  the  Chairman  at  the  next  meeting  of 
the  Committee. 

7.  The  regular  business  of  the  Second  Meeting  is  embraced 
by  t^  following  Minutes.  It  will  be  perceived  tiiey  are  num- 
bered successtveiy  after  diose  of  the  first  committee  meet- 
mg,  the  last  resolution  of  which  was  14;«^by  this  plan  ^ 
continuing  the  numbers  consecutively  throughout  the  book, 
any  Minute  is  easily  referred  to,  and  much  valuable  time 
saved,  t 

At  every  Committee  Meeting,  the  Minutes  should  be  first 
read  connectively ;  ^d,  when  confirmed,  the  business  arising 
out  of  each  shodfd  be  successively  considered.  It  is  the  Chair- 
man's duty  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  any  otiier  business 
until  that  unmediately  before  the  Committee  is  disposed  of,  and 
a  Minute  regularly  adopted,  and  entered  by  the  secretary. 


•  See  -SpceniMn,  p.  10. 

t  If  two  or  three  pigei  st  the  end  oftho  Minute  Book  bo  mod  ao  on  indtx  to 
Iho  Minutos,  tbe  fadlltj  of  rofcnnoo  will  bo  itill  ^riotor. 
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Pnoeedliigi  of  tfie  SMMtf  Conmiittee  Meeting. 
At  the  5MMulMeetiiig  of  IAm  Committee,  hdd      ■  r     of      ■  ■  ■  i»«.i 

if.B.  in  the  Chair; 
And  those  Memhera  whose  names  are  maiked  off  in  the  list 
The  l^finutes  of  the  last  Meeting  having  been  read,  it  was  bxsoltbii--* 

15.  That  the  said  Minutes  he  confirmed.  * 

16.  The  Minute  SeereUrjr  reported,  that  the  latter  part  of  the  1st  Minot* 
had  been  complied  with;  and  thatCopita  of  theBy-Laws  were  now  on  the  table^* 
£ir  the  suj^j  of  aaj  of  the  members  who  had  not  received  those  intended  fat 
them. 

17.  The  jIMQnute  Secretary  reported,  that  the  requistle  aoooiiat-hosk% 
Hmns  of  reports,  and  other  papers,  had  been  prociued,  prnwaat  to  tli» 
9d  Minute.  Axid  that  he  had  sent  to  the  secretary  of  each  Bistiict  Com* 
mittee  a  ruled  collectii^-book,  forms  of  the  District  Monthly  Report,  and 
a  supply  of  printed  p^wrs  for  circulation,  pursuant  to  the  5th  ACnutew 

18.  The  Minute  Secretary  reported,  that  the  7th  Minute  had  been  com* 
vHed  with,  and  that  copies  of  the  Bules  and  Rmdations  were  on  the  tables 
ibr  those  members  who  wished  for  a  Airther.  supp^. 

19-  The  Cash  Secretary  reported,  that  the  8th  Minute  had  been  complied 
with. 

Sa  The  Ouh  Secretary  produced  an  adtnowledgment  ngned  by  the  Ac* 
eountant  of  the  Fuent  Bodety,  for  the  sum  of  jC— >-«,  on  Sf  oiety  aooount» 
Toted  by  the  SHh  Minute;  and  reported,  that  he  had  entered  the  same  to  the 
DeMt  of  the  British  andForeign  Bible  Society,  and  to  the  Credit  of  the 
Treasurer. 

SI.  B,  if.,  on  behalf  of  the  SubXIprnxpittee  appointed  by  the  10th  Minute^ 
presented  the  following  Report ;  vi& 

*^  To  the  Committee  of  the  •"«  ■■>  Auxiliary  Bible  SodeCy  t 
**  We,  your  Sub^Committee,  a{^nted  to  examine  and  report  reladve  to 
the  most  suitable  place  Ibr  establishing  a  depositofy,  and  the  most  eligible 
person  to  act  as  cdlector,  have  made  particylar  inquiries  rektive  to  both 
sul^ects,  and  unanimously  recommend  Y.Z.  of  Na  -«,  .  ■.  Street,  who 
has  tendereii  his  sei' vices  as  gratuitous  Depositary.  The  same  indf^dual 
ttf^tB  to  engage  as  Collector,  at  an  allowance  of  4  per  oent  on  thedonatiooa 
and  annual  subscriptions  received  by  him ;  and  proposes  the  security  of  Ol  i^, 
•nd  Q.P.  fyir  the  trust  reposed  |in  him.  He  will  be  in  attendance  this  even<f 
iog,  to  give  any  further  expUnation  which  the  Committee  may  requirOi 

**' of 18—  />.C, 

F.  £." 

The  add  Report  haying  been  twice  read,  and  oonaidfted,  it  was  BXS0LTn>--» 
n.  That  the  recommendation  of  the  Sub-Committee  be  adopted;  and  that 

y.  Z.  be  hereby  appointed  Depositary  and  CoUector  of  this  society,  on  hia 

handing  to  the  Minute  Secretary  the  requisite  security. 

*  Unless  any  correction  be  neoessaty;  in  which  case  the  Minute  requiring  al<» 
fteration  must  be  eactpted.  For  instance ;  if  any  change  in  the  appointment  of  one 
of  the  District  Committses  be  requisite,  the  15th  Minute  should  be  thus  ex^* 
prsMed:  •<  That  the  said  Minutes  be  oonBrmed,  with  the  exception  of  the  4tb  :** 
aedtfie  necessary  eorrspHon  is  made  when  Uia  three  precedbg  Minutes  are  dia- 
posed  oft 
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53.  That  the  Bible  Secretary  artange  with  the  Deposittry  the  mode  of 
kee|nng  the  Bibles  and  Testaments,  and  the  accounts  of  receipts  and 
deliyenes. 

54.  That  the  Cash  Secretary  ftimiBh  the  Depositary  with  a'  fist  of  the 
subscribers  entitled  to  puKhase  Bibles  and  Testaments  at  the  reduced  prices, 
specifying  their  respective  extent  of  privilege.. 

S$.  The  Bible  Secretary  reported,  that  the  1 1  th  lifmute  was  com^bed  with. 

^.  The  Minute  Secretsry  reported,  that  the  iSth  Minute  was  complied 
with;  and  thatSOO  copies  of  the  last  number  of  the  ^Monthly  Extracts 
of  Correspondence**  were  now  on  the  table.  • 

S7.  The  Treasurer  preseotet  his  monthly  repott»  by  which  it  appeared, 
that  the  balance  now  in  his  hands  is  £,  ■     > 

88.  The  depository  not  being  yet  opened,  no  report  was  presented  from 
the  Depositary. 

S9.  The  reports  of  the  District  Committees  having  been  called  fbr,  in 
regular  order,  were  severally  presented  and  *  read :  when  it  was  resolved^ 
That  the  said  reports  be  received. 

30.  The  Cash  Secretary  reported,  that  the  amount  p^  in  hy  the  »• 
spective  District  Committees  at  the  present  meeting,  is  as  follows :-«- 


District  KM*    .    «    ;    »    t    . 

D».       ^  « 

D*.      -  3.    .    *    ...    . 
D'.       M.4ii    •'*    •    •    •    . 

D».       -  5 

D».       ^6. 

D*.     ^7.    • 

D*.       ..B. 

D».       ^0.    ...... 

D».     .-la  ; 

D*.       «.ll 

D*.       ..19. 

Total*  .    .  / 

Dooations. 

Aiw.8abMripc 

Tatal. 

£.     9.     d. 
S3     0     0 

10  10     0 

S     S    0 

15    0    0 
SO    0    0 
IS  IS    0^ 

5    0    0 

7    7    0 

10    0    0 

19  IS     0 
5  15    6 
S6  10    0 
11  11    f> 
31  10    0 
18  18    0 
SO  10    0 
36    7    6 
10  10    0 
SS    1    0 
13  13    0 
7    7    0 

£.    •.    A 

35  IS    0 

16*5    6 
S8  IS    0 
11-11    0 
31  10    0 
33  18    o; 
40  10    0 
48  19    6' 
10  10    0 
S7    1    0 
SI    0    0 
17    7    0 

105  11     0 

S17    5    0 

dSS  10    0 

XXSOLVXD— 

31.  That  the  said  sum  of  899/.  16#.  be  paid  over  to  the  treasurer. 

39.  The  Third  District  Committee  having  reported,  that  there  isa  finronu 


*  When  any  District  Comnittse  omit  to  preMnt  a  report,  the  following  1 
latlon  should  be  adopted,  and  a  copy  tsBt  to  the  district  tccieury  t  **  The  -^-^ 
District  Committss,  having  omittsd  to  psssent  a  rsport  this  aM»d^  the  msmbsn 
are  samcstly  requsslsd  to  be  more  circunisp«:t  in  f utur%  as  the  welfiuw  of  the  M^ 
cjacy  dsp«Bds  on  a  strict  adhttwnce  to  the  nilsB.** 
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Proceedings  after  the  Committee  Meeting. 

'     ■  ■  .   - ..   I..  — .^^-^— ^— »_»— ^.^. 

'  ble  opening  for  the  establishment  of  a  Bible  Association  in  their  district ;  it 

was  KESOLVED, 

That  R,  5.,  7*.  V.^  and  W,  X,  who  have  kindly  offered  their  services,  be 
added  to  the  Third  District  Committee,  until  this  desirable  olgect  be  accom- 
plished ;— that  the  District  Secretary  arrange  an. early  day  of  meeting  with 
his  colleagues,  and  give  notice  to  the  secretaries ; — ^and  that^he  Minute 
Secretary  supply  the  Third  District  Conunittee  with  an  adequate  number  of 
copies  of  the  ^^ Advantages,***  and  such  other  papers,  expknatoxy  of  the 
.design,  as  may  appear  necessary. 

33.  The  Cash  Secretary  presented  the  following  bills  t — 

M-  N*  for  expenses  of  fitting  up  Toifn-hall  for  the 

General  Meeting jS.5    3  6 

Ol  P.  fbr  printing  and  advertising S  16  4 

Cash  Secretary,  for  postage  and  incidental  expenses  •       13  8 

The  said  bills  were  referred  to  the  auditors. 

34.  That  the  Treasurer  be  requested  to  remit  to  the  Treasurer  of  the 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  the  sum  of  ;^. on  Moiety  account 

"35.  That  this  Conunittee  adjourn  to  the  —  of  — ,  at  —  o*clock  preciselj. 

8.  Before  the  resolution  of  adjournment  is  moved,  the 
Minute  Secretary  should  distribute  the  ''  Montjily  Extracts** 
and  other  papers  laid  on  the  table.  It  will  also  save  conside- 
rable time  and  trouble,  if  the  members  of  District  and  Sub- 
committees avail  themselves  of  the  opportunities  afforded, 
monthly,  to  make  their  arrangements  for  meeting,  to  carry 
into  effect  the  objects  of  their  appointment  ■  At  the  close  of 
the  Committee,  the  auditors  may  make  any.  requisite  inquiry 
of  the  secretaries,  &c.  relative  to  bills  referred  to  them :  and, 
as  the  collector  is  generally  in  attendance  on  these  occasions, 
any  necessary  instructions  may  be  given  to  him: 

9,  After  every  Committee  Meedng,  the  Minute  Secretaiy 
proceeds  according  to  the  suggestions  contained  in  the  6th 
division  of  this  section.  The  Cash  Secretary  takes  charge  of 
the  treasurer's  report,  and  the  reports  of  the  District  Com- 
mittees;, and  after  making  the  requisite  entries  in  his  books, 
marks  each  as  "entered,"  and  returns  them  to  the  Minute 
Secretary,  by  whom  they  are  pasted  in  the  Gruard-book,  in 
which  the  Depositary's  reports  aie  also  preserved.  As  all 
^hese  reports  are  placed  in  their  order  of  date,  the  greatest 
facility  of  reference  is  attained.  It  will  be  recollected,  that, 
by  the  XlVth  By-Law,  the  secretaries  are  ex-cfficio  mem- 
bers of  all  Sub-Committees,  and  conseouently  orthe  respec- 
tive District  Committees;  their  occasioniu  attendance  at  which 
has  been,  in  numerous  instances,  of  considerable  advantage! 
It  may  not,  however,  be  improper  to  observe,  that  this  at- 
tendance should  never  supersede  the  diligent  discharge  of 

•   Se^  Appendix,  No.  VIL 
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Minute-Book,  and  Observations  thereon. 


their  more  immediate  official  duties,  on  which  the  welfare  of 
the  society  so  materially  depends :  but  prompt  and  systema- 
tic attention  will  leave  many  hours  of  leisure  unemployed  by 
these  duties,  which  may  be  profitably  appropriated  to  the 
more  local  details  of  the  society.  The  secretaries  of  a  Bible 
Society  should  always  exhibit  a  practical  illustration  of  that 
maxiniy  *'  tVhatsoever  thy  handjimeth  to  do^  do  it  with  all  thy 
might.**  


As  the  society  may  be  considered  as  completely  organized 
at  the  Second  Meeting  of  the  Committee,  it  is  unnecessary  to 
follow  it  through  the  subsequent  stages.  The  specimen  of 
the  Minute  Book,  in  Section  V .  of  this  Chapter,  contains  the 
requisite  Minutes  in  reference  to  an  anniversary  meeting  of 
the  society ;  and  any  additional  observations  which  are  consi- 
dered necessary  will  be  submitted  in  Section  VIL 


SECTION  \. 


THB  FORMS  OF  THE  BOOKS  AND  PAPERS,  AND  THE  MODE  OF 
KEEPING  THE  ACCOUNTS. 


*•*  Imali  ikg  Spielmstu  cemiained  m  this  Seetimtj  the  entriu  tn  Jtalies  art 
U  be  considered  as  Manuscript, 

NO.  I. MINUTE  BOOK. 

1.  The  Rough  Minute  Book  requires  no  particular  observation,  it 
being  designed  only  to  insure  the  neatness  and  regularit}r  of  the 
Tair  Minute  Book,  into  which  the  proceedings  of  the  Committee  are 
transcribed  ttnmediately  afler  every  meeting. 

2.  The  most  convenient  size  for  the  "Fair  Minute  Book"  is 
large  post  quarto;  and  if  it  contain  four  quires  of  paper,  ruled  with 
faint  lines,  it  will  serve  for  several  years.  It  should  be  bound  in 
stout  calf,  and  lettered.  Six  or  eight  pa^es  at  the  beginning  may 
be  ruled,  according  to  the  following  Specimen,  to  contain  a  register 
of  the  attendance  of  the  members :  viz. 


N4ME^.   1821. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

.tf«r. 

Apr. 

M«> 

June 

Jul/ 

Aag. 

Sept. 

Ocl. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

A.  B.  Treasurer . . . . 

P' 

P- 

P- 

P- 

p. 

P- 

P- 

p. 

P- 

P- 

P' 

P- 

P- 

P- 

P- 

P- 

P- 

P- 

P* 

P- 

P- 

P- 

RCCaskdiito..,. 

p- 

P- 

P- 

p. 

P- 

P- 

P- 

P- 

P* 

P- 

P- 

p. 

a,iBauditio.,.. 

P' 

P- 

P- 

P- 

P- 

P- 

P- 

P- 

P- 

P- 

p. 

P- 

CD. 

p* 

P- 

P- 

P* 

P* 

P- 

P- 

P- 

RF.  ....< 

P^ 

P- 

P- 

P- 

P- 

P- 

P- 

P- 

P- 
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PraoeedingB  of  the  Committee  in  refierence  to  an  Annual  Meeting. 

When  the  Minute  Secretary  calls  over  the  list  at  the  hour  sped* 
fied  in  the  By-Laws,  a  blank  is  left  in  the  colunm  of  the  month  op- 
posite to  the  name  of  every  member  who  does  not  answer ;  and  thus 
the  three-fourths  who  are  eligible  for  re-election,  by  the  Fifteenth 
General  Rule,  is  easily  ascertained. 

The  remainder  of  the  book  is  ruled  throughout,  so  as  to  leave  a 
margin  about  an  inch  in  width,  for  the  numbers  of  the  Minutes. 

S.  The  following  Spedmen,  in  addition  to  the  Minutes  of  the 
First  and  Second  Committee  Meetings,  contained  in  the  preceding 
fiectioD,  wilt  8u£Bdently  illustrate  the  mode  of  conducting  this  part 
4rf  the  businessi  while  it  explains  the  measures  adopted  in  reference 
to  the  annual  meeting. 

It  is  necessary  to  prenuse,  that  the  Minutes  are  those  of  an 
Auxiliary  Society,  with  which  a  Ladies'  Branch  is  connected  i  and 
that  this  latter  institution  holds  its  annual  meeting  jointly  with  that 
of  the  Auxiliary  Society.  It  would  be  superfluous  to  msert  those 
Minutes  which  relate  to  the  regular  business  of  the  Committee,  and 
which,  as  a  matter  of  course^  precede  the  adoption  of  the  fol- 
lowing :— > 

430.  The  ACnute  Secretary  havuig  reminded  the  Committee  that  the 
annual  meeting  of  this  society  frlla  in  course,  aocording  to  the  Fourteenth 
General  Rule,  on  the  — —  c^  the  ensuing  month ;  it  was  axBOLVEn— 

That  ji.B.y  CD>i  and  j?.F.,  be  a  Sub-Committee,  to  engage  a  suitable  place 
fi>r  the  annual  meeting,  and  to  see  it  properly  prepared  for  the  occasion.— 
J.B.  to  be  secretary. 

431.  That  the  M^ute  Secretary  be  requested  to  prepare  'the  annual 
report,  and  to  submit  the  same  to  the  a4Jouniment  of  this  meeting.* 

439.    It  appearing  that  the  baknoe  in  the  treasurer*B  hands  is  £.  ; 

wd  that  the  stock  ofBiblesandTe8tament8,andthestateof  thesodetj,  jus. 
tify  the  vote ;  aEsoLTED^  ' 

That  the  treasurer  be  requested  to  remit  the  said  sum  of  £.  i—  to 
the  Committee  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  for  the  general  ob- 
jects of  that  institution,  no  return  being  required  thereon. 

433.  The  Cash  Secretary  having  presented  the  sum  of  £•  '  ■  as  a 
conlributHm  tern  the  Ladies*  Branch  of  this  society  fi>r4ihe  ^peneialolaectdr 
Ihe  Vvet^  Institution  f  eesolved—  .  . 

That  the  said  sum  of  £.  — —  be  paid  over  to  the  treasurer ;  and 
$haX  he  be  requested  to  remit  the  same  to  the  Committee  of  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Sodetj,  as  a  contribution  firom  the  Ladies*  Branch,  no  returns 
jbeing  required  thereon. 

484*  That  the  auditora  submit  to  the  a^ioumment  of  this  mesHag  an 
l^Mtract  of  the  treasurer's  account  for  the  year  ending  31st  instant,  signed  by 
them,  after  having  been  compared  with  the  Cash  Secinetary*s  books. 

435.  That  the  Bible  Secretary  submit  to  the  a<youmment  of  this  meeU 
lli^  a  statement  of  the  Depodtaiy's  receipts  snd  delrreries  for  the  year  «ndmg 
31|i|  instant,  and  of  the  stock  thai  on  hand* 


*  TUs  Importaat  datj  does  not  nceMMri^  devolve  on  one  of  the  MOMCaiiesb 
i^is  it  always  cooflded  to  an indindual  rbut  the  pton  heie  lecommoided  wil^ 
gisemlly,  be  found  the  most  expedient. 
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Subflcriptioii  Book. 

43S.  That  the  Minute  Secietsry  addms  a  letter  to  the  Ftesidetit, 
nquesUng  he  will  take  the  chair  at  the  annual  meetinff ;  and  that  he  also 
invite  the  sereFai  Yioe-Pieaidents  to  attend  oil  the  occasion. 

437.  That  the  Minute  Secretaiy  address  a  letter  to  the  Assifltsnt 
Becretaiy  of  the  Parent  Society,  soliciting  the  attendance  of  one  or  more 
of  the  Secretaries  of  that  institution  at  the  annual  meeting;  and  that  he  abo 
invite  the  Allowing  gentlemen  s  *  vis. 

[Here  foUm  ikg  iVeiiisi.] 

438.  That  the  SdBnute  Secietary  inform  the  Committee  of  the  Ladica* 
Branch  of  the  time  fixed  Ibr  the  annual  meeting;  and  request  their  temah^ 
ing  him  with  their  annual  report,  to  be  read  immediatelj  after  that  of  tlds 
Bocietj,  and  a  list  of  the  officers  and  committee  for  the  ensuing  ^ear. 

439.  That  the  Mmute  Secr^aiy  present  to  the  a^foumment  of  this 
meeting  a  list  of  those  members  who  sre  eligible  Ibr  reflection  on  the 
Committee;  and  that  the  ballot  for  the  election  of  new  members  to  be  pro* 
posed  to  the  General  Meeting  begin  at  —  o*clock  predselj. 

440.  That  the  secretaries  be  a  Sub-Committee,  for  the  purpose  ef  giving 
imbUcity  to  the  annual  meeting,  by  means  of  placards,  hand-billa,  and  adver* 
tisements ;  and  that  -they  send  an  adequate  number  of  hand-billa  to  every 
JUstrict  Committee  for  circulation. 

441.  That  the  Minute  Betretsi'/  be  rsquested  to  prepaie  an  order  of^pro* 
ceedingt  for  the  annual  meeting,  and  submit  the  same  to  the  a4Joumment  of 
this  Committee^ 

448.  That  the  fdlowing  gentlemen  be  a  Subcommittee  of  aeconaiOk 
dation,  to  receive  the  president,  vice>presidcnta»  and  visitors,  and  attend  t» 
the  order  and  convenience  of  the  compfnj-^lHere/olkw  the  namei  a/  ivr  sr 
tighi  wumben^  Mt  of  whom  it  nominated  secretary*! 

443.  That  C7.  H.,  I.  iif.,  L.  A/.,  and  iV.a,  attend  with  plates  to  recdve 
contributions  at  the  close  of  the  meeting. 

444.  That  the  Quh  and  Bible  Secretaries  attend  to  receive  subscriben* 
namss  at  the  dose  of  the  meeting. 

445.  That  this  meeting  adjourn  to.  the  of  next  month,  it 
o'clock  precisely,  to  receive  the  reports  of  the  secretaries  and  audiM% 

and  finally  amnge  thepreliminaiy  business  of  the  General  Meeting. 


MO.  n. — SUBSCRIPTION  BOOK. 

1.  This  book  is  of  the  same  size  with  the  Fair  Minute  Book,  and 
should  be  strongly  bound  and  lettered.  It  is  designed  to  be  a 
register  of  all  the  individual  contributors  to  the  society,  and  to  save 
the  time  and  space  which  would  be  required  were  an  account 
opened  for  each  in  the  Leger.  To  facilitate  the  reference  to  any 
particular  name,  it  is  cut  in  the  form  of  an  alphabetical  index ;  from 
four  to  ten  folios,  or  double  pages,  being  aUotted  to  each  letter, 
according  to  order. 


•  It  may  not  be  improper  to  obser«s^  that  the  postage  of  all  letters  eonlainlag 
iovilations,  or  relative  to  the  biisineia  of  the  society,  sliould  ba  paid  by  the  Cash 
8esratary,  whp  includes  such  chargss  in  a  ^[oartsrly  aeeouat  of  incidental 
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AUXTUART  SOCIETIES. 


[chap,  n* 


Observations  thereon — Leger.--Mode  of  keeping  the  yarious  Accounts. 

2.  The  following  Specimen,  from  the  portion  of  the  book 
allotted  to  A,  contains  the  entries  on  the  left-hand  page ;  and  as 
the  opposite  page  is  ruled  in  like  manner,  omitting  the  columns  of 
**  name*'  and  **  residence,"  the  whole  folio  exhibits  the  state  of  the 
subscription  for  five  years. 


NAME. 


RESIDENCE. 


Douiition; 


\uou«l 
iubscr 


Wb«u 
pftid. 


Doom. 


4unuit 
SuhKi 


Adamt,  Wm, 
AngUr,  Mrt, 
Angel,  Tkomaa 
Ambtty,  aBttry 
Aititu,  T%oma8 
AtekuoH,  Jukn 
Aliman,  Dr. 
Anatmg,Capi. 


\7,  Broad  Street 
Richmond  Place 
Colberi  Houee  . . 

Bank 

Weet  Street..,. 
Castle  Street... 
King*e  Square  . . 
Parade  Place  . . 


liSept 


23 


£.  e.  dt.e.d 


29 


10  10  0 

6    60 
30    00 

3    20 

1 10  10  0 

5    0  0 


I  1  0 
3  80 
I  1  0 

330 
1  I  0 
1  1  0 
32  0 


1830. 
29^/. 


t.e.dt^ 


6  60 


^Oet. 


66  0 


1  1  0 
380 
I  1  0 
380 
33  0 
I  1  0 
1  10 
380 


S.  From  this  book  the  Cash  Secretary  annually  transcribes  the 
list  which  is  eiven  to  the  collector,  who  returns  an  account  of  his 
receipts,  with  the  names  of  all  subscribers  who  have  paid :  the 
requisite  entries  are  then  made  in  the  column  of  the  year  by  the 
Cash  Secretary,  who  includes  the  amount  received  in  his  Monthly 
Report  to  the  Committee.  When  the  collector  finally  returns  his 
list,  it  is  compared  with  the  Subscription  Book ;  and  the  names  of 
those  subscribers  who  appear  to  have  declined  are  handed  to  the 
Secretaries  of  the  Districts  within  which  they  respectively  residei 
pursuant  to  the  XXIId  By-Law, 


NO.  III. — LEGER. 

1.  This  book  should  be  of  folio  size,  containing  about  four 
quires,  strongly  bound  and  lettered.  Instead  of  being  ruled  in  the 
common  form — the  Debit  side  occupying  one  page,  and  the  Credit 
side  the  opposite — the  whole  account  may  be  on  one  page,  by 
which  a  considerable  saving  will  be  effected.  Many  Auxiliary 
Societies  keep  a  Cash-Book  in  addition  to  the  Leger ;  but  thisi  it  is 
submitted,  is  an  unnecessary  source  of  expense  and  trouble,  as  the 
latter  may  be  so  arranged  as  to  answer  every  purpose  of  a  Cash 
Book;  and  thus  all  the  pecuniary  transactions  of  the  society  will  be 
concentrated  in  the  Legec,  and  the  reference  be  materially  facili- 
tated. 

2;  In  order  to  exhibit  the  mode  of  keeping  the  various  accounts/ 
the  following  Specimens  are  supposed  to  be  extracted  from  the 
Leger  of  a  soaely,  wfaieh,  in  addition  to  a  Branch  Society  and 
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Spedmen  of  Account  with  Treasurer. 


Association,  has  likewise  a  Ladies*  Branch  connected  with  it.  In 
opening  the  respective  accounts,  care  should '  be  taken  to  allot 
seyeral  folios  to  each,  that  the  necessity  of  frequent  reference  to  a 
distant  folio  may  be  obviated.  An  alphabetical  index  should  be 
kept  inside  the  cover. 

l*he  society  in  question  is  supposed  to  have  bMBn  some  time  esta- 
blished, and  to  hold  its  annual  meeting  in  September:— the  accounts 
are  consequently  balanced  on  the  Slst  of  Aueust.  The  entries  of 
the  last  six  months  will  sufficiently  illustrate  tne  subject. 


3.  SPECIMEN  OF  THE  TREASURER'S  ACCOUNT. 


1>.    J.B.  Treasurer  of  the 


>  Auxiliary  Bible  Society.    C. 


1820. 

7  Mar. 

ISApr. 

9Jum 

7AMg. 


ToCoaA 

DiUo 

JHiio 

Ditto 

Ditto 

D^.fromLa-X 
^u^HrmnekS 


MB. 

£.     «.  d. 

1820. 

33 

1370  10    0 

UMar. 

37 

100    0    0 

83 

313  16    4 

\7Apr. 

117 

130    ]    I 

..... 

139 

371    3    6 

lOJioi. 

136 

600    0    0 

31 ..... 

£. 

3644  10  11 

BpBrit.hF9rtiffH\ 
BibU  Society  S 

JOnM  UrOtOMa  ■  •  ■ 

Ctuk  Secrttary 

BritM  Foreign  7 
Bibl€  Society  S 

CoOeet.  potmdago 
Jame$  Smith . 


BriiMT\treign\ 
Bible  Society  5 

D».  OH  aecoamt  qf\ 
Ladie^BranehS 


MB. 
96 
39 

84 

131 
133 

143 

144 
£ 


£.  ;  d. 

1300  0  0 

3  7  tf 

4  3  9 

400  0  0 

36  4  6 

7  7  4 

408  8  6 

600  0  0 


3644  10  II 


It  will  be  perceived,  that  the  plan  here  recommended  is  founded 
on  the  presumption  that  all  tlie  pecuniary  concerns  are  transacted 
through  the  medium  of  the  Treasurer,  by  which  the  greatest  possible 
simplicity  is  given  to  the  accounts. 

The  column  headed  MB.  is  designed  to  contain  the  numbers* 
of  the  Minutes  which  authorise  every  pajrment  to  or  by  the  Trea- 
surer. 


t7tf  AVtxukKt  Bocnrm. 

.     Spedmen  of  Account  with  Parent  Society. 


[CtUT.tU 


4,  SPECLMEM  OF  ACCOUNT  WITH  PARENT  INSTITUTION. 


1>. 


The  J^iilUh  and  Foreign  Bible  Society^ 


O. 


1820. 

l4Jfar.  RamtiOMee  f 
OHPyreka§e> 
AeeomU  . . .  ) 

M/MM«|i>.  on  JToi-? 
r^qmred) 


ISipL 


MB. 
96 

84 
143 


1300    0    0 

400   0    0 
403    8    5 


onPurekagey^ 
Aecoumi . . . ) 


9108    8    5 


1820. 
9  Apr. 
lOJmu 

17  — 
31  .^... 


BpBibU$  &  TMt, 
MoietwofJle-l 

XH'Ifo      IHtto 

Gmerai  Oi^ect' 

(no  return 
quired),.. 


904.19    6 


960    0    0 


DB. 
1 

1 

1 
1 


H 


PnreMamAec*. ) 
J.CCOIIII^ 5 


£.    9.  d. 
117  14    9 

900    0    0 

188.18    4 
788  15    0 

403    8    S 


204  19    6 
900    0    0 


£.2103    8    6 


The  figures  in  the  column  MB.,  on  the  Debit  side,  denote  the 
numbers  of  the  Minutes  which  authorise  the  remittances;  and  those 
in  the  column  DB.,  on  the  Credit  side,  the  folio  of  the  ^'  Denosi- 

S*8  Book"  which  contains  the  particulars  of  the  invoice  of  Bibles 
Testamenu  received*    The  entries  at  the  Credit  side,  under  the 
head  of  '<  General  Object,**  exhibit  the  amount  annually  appro- 

Elated  to  this  purpose. — Thus  £.400  having  been  remitted  on 
oiety  Account,  in  theyearendine  Slst  of  August,  and  the  Aux- 
iliary Sociehr  having  a  claim  under  the  Ninth  General  Rule  to  a 
return  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  to  one-half  this  amount,  the  other 
moiety,  with  the  sum  of  4r03/.  85.  $d.  specifically  voted,  goes  for 
the  general  and  Foreign  purposes  of  the  rarent  Iiutitution. 
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'Spedmena  of  Account  with  a  Bnmcfa  Sodef^,  and  a  Bible  Aaaodation. 


5.  SPECIMEN  OF  ACCOUNT  WITH  A  BRANCH  SOCIETY. 
D'.  The  — Branch  Society.  O. 


1820. 

94  Am 


nBOiBtamdl 
TutaateHUS 

1^.  f  IT*. ... 

J9ct ;  m  jr. 
ptcpoftton 
if  Moieip 
Aeeomd  .. 


^ 


DB. 

1 
1 


47.18.4 
81.16.8 

66.:8.0 

8.  9.8 


144.13 . 8 


1820. 
9/mm 
8Jm^ 


IStpi, 


Do.  on  aeeotmt 

cieUion  for 
hlet  and  Tuta- 


ceotmi^f\ 
—  Aooo-/ 

I  for  Bi'S 
idTegta-i 


MA. 


116 


Bp  BmUmet  the . 


£.   «.  d. 
113.16.0 

81. 16.8 


144.13.8 


8.  9.8 


The  figures  in  the  column  DB.  on  the  Debit  side,  refer  to  the 
fblio  of  the  ^*  Depositary's  Book**  which  contains  the  particukrs 
of  the  Bibles  and  Testaments  delivered ;  and  the  entries  in  the 
column  MB.  on  the  Credit  side,  denote  the  respective  numbers 
of  those  Minutes  which  recognise  pajrmenuby  the  Branch  Society. 

The^  connexion  between  an  Auxiliary  Society  and  a  Branch 
Society  is  precisely  similar  to  that  between  the  former  and  the 
Parent  Institution,  as  will  be  more  fully  explained  in  Section  VI. — 
A  mmety  of  the  amount  remitted  is  conseouently  appropriated  annu» 
ally  to  the  general  object*  unless  it  be  made  on  purchase  account,  for 
the  supply  of  an  association  in  connexio;i  with  the  Branch  Society; 
when  tne  whole  amounti  if  required,  is  returned  in  Bibles  and 
Testaments  at  cost  prices.      

6*   SPECIMEN  OF  ACCOUNT  WITH  A  BIBLE  ASSOCIATION. 


D^ 


The 


Bible  AssociAtion. 


O. 


1820. 

n 


JmeTo 


7Ang. 
ai  ... 


Bi6U9^  7 


DB. 

I 
I 


£.    9,  dL 

S7.]3«4 

30.13.4 

•10.10.0 

6.14.4 


76.10.0 


1820. 
9/wie 
7  Aug. 


l$tpt. 


ByCoik. 
Ditto.. 


MB. 

8S 
138 


D*.   {no  fvlvni) 
roquirgd)...  5 


BjfBdldndedkt... 


£,    9.  d. 

45.  0.0 
30.  O.O 

10.10.9 


The  references  in  the  columns  DB.  and  MB.  are  explained  in 
the  observation  under  the  preceding  Spechneii. 
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AUXILIARY  SOCTBTISS. 


[CHAV.m 


Spedmen  of  Accomit  with  a  Ladies*  Bnmch  Society. 


The  connexion  between  a  Bible  Association  and  an  Auxiljary, 
or  Branch,  Society,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  pecuniary  transactional 
is  simply  Uiis : — The  Association  has  a  claim  for  the  return  of  Biblea 
aqd  Testaments,  at  cost  prices,  to  the  whole  amount  of  the  mon^ 
remitted,  for  the  supply  of  its  local  necessities ;  but  is  at  liberty  to 
appropriate  its  surplus  funds,  or  any  portion  of  them,  in  aid  of  the 
general  object.  The  assistance  derived  from  this  comparatttely 
humble  source  is  very  considerable,  and  may  be  expectea  progres- 
sively to  increase,  as  the  wants  of  our  own  population  become  satis- 
fied. There  is  something  peculiarly  attractive  in  this  view  of  the 
subject : — we  here  behold  the  tendency  and  practical  effects  of  the 
system ;  and  in  contemplating  the  triumphs  of  thatChristian  charity, 
under  the  influence  of  which  the  poor  man  cheerfully  contributes 
his  weekly  penny  that  some  benighted  heathen  may  possess  the 
holy  scriptures,  we  are  led  to  consider  what  personal  sacrifices  tc^e 
have  made ;  what  indulgence  we  have  relinquished ;  and  how  far  we 
have  co-operated  in  pro^noting  the  cause  of  our  God  and  Saviour. 


7.    SPECIMEN  OF  ACCOUNT  WITH  A  LADIES'  BRANCH.. 


D'.       Ladies*  Branch  of  the Auxiliary  Bible  Society,      C^ 


1820. 

16... 
31  Aug. 


7b  Bi^e»  and  7 
Testamentt.  S 

General  O^eci 
Balancedue 


75.16.10 
36.  9 


1820. 
7  Mar, 

2  7  Aug. 


600.  0.  0 
458.  4.  0 


1070.10.  0 


I  Sept 


ByCaskfOnPur- 1 
ekam  AecomU  5 

1>.  !>». 


D*.  (no  return  > 
required)...  ) 


Bff  Balance  due  . 


MB. 

31 
127 
196 


£.  9.  d. 
370.10.0 
300.  0.0 
500.  0.0 


The  references  in  the  columns  DB.  and  MB.  have  been  al- 
ready explained  in  the  observation  on  Specimen  5. 

The  constitution  of  a  Ladies'  Branch  of  an  Auxiliary  Society 
will  be  fully  explained  in  Chapter  VII. — It  is  only  necessary.  In 
explanation  of  this  specimen,  to  observe,  that  it  constitutes  the 
medium  of  communication  between  the  several  female  assoctatlqna 
of  an  extensive  district  and  the  Auxiliary  Society ;  and  that  it 
possesses  an  unlimited  right  to  purchase  at  cost  prices,  on  behalf  of 
the  connected  associations,  for  the  supply  of  the  local  wants.  As 
the  depositorv  of  the  Auxiliary  Society  is  always  in  the  same 
town,  that  of  the  Ladies!  Branch  does  not  require  an  extensive 
stock,  as  it  can  be  supplied  from  time  to  time  according  to  the 
denumd.  The  assistance  given  to  the  general  rause  by  the  Ladies* 
Branches  of  the  Liverpool,  Plymouth,  Manchester,  tiuli^  and  New« 
castle  Societies, willbe-noredistiDctly  adverted  to  in  the  proper  plaoe. 
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Speciineii  of  Aocouiitwith  Siibscriben  ;^-Bnd  with  Collector. 


maerngk 


8.  Specimen  of  the  privilege  account. 


D'.  Annual  Subscribers  to Auxiliary  Bible  Society.    C". 


1820. 

SlMor. 

31  May 
SOJtme 
31  /n/^ 


7b  Salet,  thU7 
Month 5 

i>.     D-.... 


D3. 


1.  0.7 

.16.6 
.14.9 
.11.1 
.11.2 
.13.3 


4.  7.4 


1820. 
ISApr. 

6  May 
9  June 
8  July  . 

7  Aug, 
31 


By  Ca»h,  f'   1 
Dtpontary,  5 

D-.  D». .... 

i>.  J> 

!)•.  D*.  .... 

jn».  1> 

i>». />• 


MB.  f  .  «.  eft 


36 

47 

83 

116 

196 

141 


1.  0.7 

.14.9 
.11. 1 
.11.3 
.13.3 


4.  7>4 


The  figures  in  the  cdlunuis  DB«  and  Mfil  have  been  already  ex« 
plained. 

Where  Bible  Associations  are  established  and  properly  con- 
ducted, the  members  of  Auxiliary  Societies  will  find  little  if  any 
occasion  to  avail  themselves  of  their  privilege  of  purchasing  at  re- 
duced prices.  They  have  only  to  refer  applicants,  or  poor  persons, 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Association,  or  one  of  its  members ;  and  if, 
on  personal  investigation,  they  appear  suitable  objects,  they  are 
recommended  accordingly. 

It  is  worthy  the  senous  eonsideration  of  those  who  are  in  the 
habit  of  exercising  this  |irivilege,  how  far  they  interfere  with  the 
design  of  Bible  Associations,  while  they  diminish  the  resources  of 
tlie'Parent  Institution. 


9.  SPECIMEN  OF  THE  COLLECTOR'S  ACCOUNT. 


ly.   . 

B.F.CoHectorof  the 

— 

—  Auxiliary  Bible  So 

det! 

y.    0. 

1820. 

SJB. 

£.    0. 

d 

1820. 

MB. 

e.  B.d. 

'^i^. 

Donations  4  1 

78 

«S6:I6 

.0 

7Mar. 

ByCaekperCaek} 
Secretary. j 

21 

426.16.0 

tkismonUkS 

13  4^. 

Ditto    Ditto 

36 

ISO.  0.0 

apMbr 

DUto  Ditto 

78 

160.  0 

.0 

9  June 

Ditto     Ditto 

83 

65.  0.4 

ZlMay. 

Ditto  Ditto 

78 
£. 

55.  0 

.4 

£. 

641.16 

.4 

641.16.4 

n2 
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Spedmen  of  Acooimt  cf  Inddental  J&xpeaaea, 


The  figures  in  the  column  SB.,  on  the  Debit  side*  refer  to  a 
monthly  summaiy  at  die  end  of  the  *^  Subscription  Book/'  in 
which  the  Cash  Secretary  enters,  from  the  Collector's  list,  the  total 
amount  received  that  month.  The  references  in  the  column  MB» 
have  been  already  explained*  As  all  pajrments  are  made  by  or- 
dkm  on  the  Treasurer,  the  Collector's  poundage  is  indoded  in  *'Ia* 
ffi4pptri  Expenses*'* 


10.  ^ECIHEN  OF  ACCOUNT  OP  INCIDENTAL  EXPENSES. 


ly. 


Inddental  Expenses. 


C 


1820. 
4irJ7, 


RF.,Colhe§or. 

/«*.  awdtKAth 
eommiBocktk 
F^pmn  for  9 


BIB. 
99 
S9 

ISl 

US 


8.  r 

4.  8.  9 

|95.  4.  6 

7.7.  4 


1820. 
6  liv-31. 


41.  9.  6 


lll—WlfffffffllllHf 


Fo. 
88 


41.9.  6 


^.41.  9.  ff 


The  entries  in  the  column  MB.  on  the  Debit  side,  refer  to  die 
Ifinutes  authorising  those  respective  paymeats ;  and  that  in  the  co- 
lonm  Fo.  on  Uie  Credit  side,  to  the  mio  of  the  Leger  eonlaiiung  a 
copy  of  the  annual  audited  account,  which  forms  the  next  qie- 


It  will  be  found  highly  conducive  to  the  mterests  of  Auxiliary 
and  Branch  SodeUes,  to^  defray  the  expenses  attending  the  esta- 
blishment and  organization  of  their  connected  associations ;  not 
only  on  Uie  grounds  of  economy — ^which  should  always  be  studied 
.—but  because  it  will  promote  that  mutual  confidence  and  good  un- 
derstanding so  essentud  to  success.  It  is  eventusUy  the  same  things 
in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  whether  an  association  remit  SoZ, 
after  paying  5/.  for  account  books,  te^  or  remit  S&U^  and  have  the 
6L  paid  by  the  Auxiliary  Society ;  but  it  is  of  material  importanoe 
that  an  association  should  commence  ita  important  labours  without 
any  weight,  except  that  of  obligation  to  the  socie^  with  whidi  it  ia 
GOiUMCted« 
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Annual  Statement  of  Beceipts  and  Pajments. 


11.  SPECIMEN  OF  AN  ANNUAL  STATEMENT. 
D^     ji.B.  Treasurer  of  the Auxiliary  Bible  Society.     C. 


1819, 

Aiv.31. 

u 
1820, 


-  Branch  Soeietp;  nig, 
OuMoUt^Acel,. 112  16  0 
On  PwrcKam  ditto  dl  16  8 


—  Auocioium;  vin. 

OnPmvkaatAeei,.^  0  Q 

JhrChnm-alOiifeei  10  10 


TkB  LadUif  Branch;  vU, 
OnFKnA.Acct...SrO  10 
ForQ€nLOif$et,  600    0 


SalcM  to  BnBteriiert , 


£.   9. 
641.16. 
7«r.l4. 


1819, 
1820, 


144.13.  8 


75.10.  0 


1070.10. 
4.  7. 


£,  9644.10.11 


Byth$BritiakandFinrmgii 
BU>k  SoeUtff:  mm. 

OnMoUtyAcemmit  400  0  < 
iror6Mwni/O(/«ef,403  8  a 

LadUeBranehl  ^^ 


IncidmtalBxponoeoi 
Printing,  Pottago,  Cc^. 
lector's  Pomubgo,   Ao^ 
count  Bookt,  Ccmago  c^ 
BibUo,  &0.&C.. 


£.    0.  d. 


Wtt.  8.  5 


41.  9.6 


£.  1644.10.11 


Sitto/jhiguit^  18Sa 


H.G. 
K.I. 


A  few  folios  at  the  end  of  the  L^erare  appropriailed  to  these 
annual  statements^  which  should  be  regularly  signed  by  the  Audi- 
,ton»  who  present  a  copy  of  each  to  the  Committee,  for  insertion  in 
the  Annual  Report,  pursuanUo  the  Xth  By-Law.  It  will  be  ob- 
.  served,  that  this  statement  b  -equivalent  to  the  balance-sheet  of  a 
common  leger. 


Ka  IV.—- BIBUS  8ECBBTART*8  ORDER  BOOK. 

I.  This  book  may  be  about  the  size  of  the  **  Subscription  Book,** 
.  (^0. 2.  qf  this  Section) ;  but  made  to  open  lenffthwavs,  like  a  mer- 
chant's Bill-book.    It  should  be  half-bound,  and  the  lorms,  of  which 
it  wholly  oonsbts,  printed  on  strong  paper. 

II.  Those  who  are  concerned  in  c<mductmg  the  practical  detaib 
•f  Bible  Societies^  are  aware  of  the  importance  as  well  as  diffi- 


18*  ATrXILIART  SOCTETTES.  [cHAT.  H. 

i^SSSBSSSSSSSSBBS^^!SBBBS=s=ss=sassss==ss===ss^=!^aBsssssassBBB9Beea^BssaBaBss:^Ba 

Bible  Secretary's  Order-Book, — and  Explanation. 

^g=S=SgSSS3=  .  .  ■■    -       ■  ,  ■  ,        ■    - 

culcy  of  preserving  a  regular  and  correct  account  of  the  receipts 
and  deliveries  of  Bibles  and  Testaments ;  owing  alike  to  the  simila- 
rity of  appearance  which  differmt  editions  present,  and  to  the  want 
of  a  suitable  form  for  orders  and  bills  of  parcels*  These  are,  gene- 
rally, made  out  on  loose  pieces  of  paper,  and  no  check  is  provided 
by  which  their  accuracy  is  ascertainc^l.  Hence  the  great  difficulty 
of  making  the  stock-account  balance  at  die  end  of  the  year,  and  the 
apparent  difference  which  often  exists  between  an  Auxiliary  So- 
ciety*8  statement  of  the  issues,  and  the  statements  of  its  connected 
societies  and  associations,  as  to  the  aggregate  number  of  copies  re- 
ceived. This  difibrence,  it  is  true,*is  comparatively  trifling ;  and 
more  frequently  relates  to  the  description  of  Bibles  or  Testaments, 
tlian  to  the  total  number  received ;  but  it  must  be  satisfactory  to 
all  concerned  to  have  a  plan  by  which  the  risk  of  error  is  mate- 
rially diminished,  if  not  entirely  obviated. 

iti.  In  the  Specimen  now  submitted  for  adoption,  the  reader 
will  consider  all  the  entries  in  Italics,  with  the  number  and  amount 
of  Bibles  and  Testaments,  as  manuscript ;  and  the  remainder  of  the 
form,  as  printed. 

>yhen  the  Bible  Secretary  receives  an  order  for  Bibles  and  Testa- 
ments, he  refers  to  his  colleague,  the  Cash  Secretary,  and  ascer- 
tains that  the  Branch  Society  or  Associatioff  giving  tlie  order  has 
remitted  the  amount.  If  this  be  thp  case,  he  nrst  fills  up  the  form 
.  At  and  calculates  theamount,.which  he  enters  j  he  nextfflls  up  and 
signs  the  form  B,  which  is  the  authority  on  which  the  Depositary 
acts;  and  lastly  fills  up  and  signs  the  form  C,  which  is  the  bill  Qf 
parcels.  He  then  cuts  off,  and  sends  to  the  Depositary,  the  paper 
containing  B  and  C;  retaining  A  in  the  book,  as  a  permanent 
check  and  voucher.  When  the  Depositary  receives  the  paper,  he 
examines  the  calculations  in  the  form  C,  which  he  cuts  off  and  do- 
liveni  with  the  Bibles  and  Testaments  specified ;  retaininig  and  filiag 
.  the  order  B^  as  his  voucher. 

Blank  lines  are  left  for  any  Bibles  or  Testaments  in  Foreign 
languages  which  may  be  ordered. 
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SPECIMEN  OF  THE  ORDER  BOOK. 


I 


^ 


^"^ 


(ooe     o 


^0>l?«*0       O  CO 


e5«~ 


<P      »^ 


**'-'«a  2s 


00  i-i^ 


^  ^  eoco  ^  »«» ^'-' «o 


ft.     S*     &- 


I    «2g    S 


S    S 


s 
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AirxiLiARY  aoeunss. 


[(^AF.  W 


De{)O8itai7*0 


Spfriinen,  and  explanation 


NO.  V. — DEPOSITARY  S  BOOK, 

1.  Thfe  Book  should  be  of  folio  size,  containing  two  or  three 
quires  strongly  bound,  and,  like  the  **  Order  Book/'  made  to  opea 
lengthways.  It  will  appear  from  the  SpecimeD  subjoined,  that  it  is 
designed  to  be  a  register  of  all  proceeoings  relative  to  tlie  receipts 
and  issues  of  Bibles  and  Testaments ;  and  that  it  is  so  constructed, 
as  to  render  the  duties  of  the  Secret^  and  Depositary  as  ea^y  and 
simple  as  possible.  For  this  puirposej  all  the  headings  of  the  dif« 
ferent  columns  are  printedt 

2.  When  the  Bible  Secretary  receives  an  invoice  of  Bibles  and 
Testaments,  he  first  ascertains,  bv  reference  toUie  Depoatary»  its 
agreement  with  the  number  and  ^cription  of  the  copies  received. 
The  letter  then  makes  the  requisite  entry  at  the  Debit  side,  inseit- 
jtig  tlie  carrier's  name,  not  only  as  a  proper  check  on  his  account, 
but  that  the  person  answerable  for  any  dama^  may  be  referred  to 
if  necessary* 

The  folio  of  the  Leger,  containing  the  account  with  the  British 
and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  is  inserted  by  the  Cash  Secretaiy. 


I.    D^ 


BIBLES  AND  TESTAMENTS 


RBCSrVEO. 


Date. 


1820. 
ttJwm 


8tpi,  111. 


Carrier'a 

Name. 


Diuo 
Jvmu^Co, 


STOCK 


BIBLES. 


49O400|«> 

404  sgo 


100 

aoolsoosoo 


511 


SS040080 


TESTAMEim. 


100  so 

800100 
100  400 


500  eso  loo  50  sso  too  900  a> 


100  too 


X 
IJOO 


tt 


1 


10 1 


at 

CMt 


UT  U  t 


logs    T  # 
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of  the  mode  of  keeping  the  Bible  Account. 


3.  When  the  Depositary  receives  aa  order  for  the  delivery  of 
Bibles  and  Testaments,  he  first  ascert^ns  the  correctness  of  the  biU 
of  parcels  (Specimen  C.  of  the  **  Order  Booli\  and  then  makes  the 
requisite  entry  at  the  Credit  side  hejcre  he  delivers  the  books.  Th^ 
references  to  the  several  accounts  in  the  Leger  are  entered  by  the 
Cash  Secretary.      « 

4.  The  stock  should  be  taken,  and  the  book  balanced,  annually, 
by  the  Bible  Secretary,  assisted  by  the  Depositary ;  and  the  present 
stock  brought  forward  to  a  new  account,  as  in  the  specimen.  It 
will  be  observed,  that  the  amount  of  loss  sustained  by  sales  to  sub- 
scribers, at  reduced  prices,  must  be  added  to  the  amount  of  sales 
and  die  value  of  the  stock  ^m  hand,  in  order  to  balance  the  total 
amount  at  the  Debit  side. 

5.  The  blank  coltunns  are  left  for  Bibles  and  Testaments  in 
foreign  languages. 

From  this  book  the  Depositary  prepares  his  montUy  report  to 
the  Committee.— (&e  No.  7  of  this  section,) 
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List  of  English  Bibles^^and  Tertaments. 


6.  C)n  a  blank  leaf  in  the  beginning  of  this  book,  the  Depositary 
ihould  transcribe  the  following  explanation,  and  paste  in  the  speci- 
mens of  types,  (See  appendix,  Ao.  IV.)  which  he  will  find  of 
material  use  in  promoting  the  facility  of  reference.  * 


SP, 
LP. 
B— MR 
B. 
H. 

M.P. 
N.P. 

P— C, 
P^-S. 
LP— C 
LP— S. 

B— L.  I 

MP— C 
MP— sJ 


BIBLES. 
SmtU  Picft,   Toyd  paper,  fivo.  with  Margiuftl  J 


SidaU  Pica,  medium  pRper^  Bto 

Long  Primer,  dcmj  paper,  avo-     .      .     • 
Brevier,  medium  paper,  Marginal  Hefcretieea 

Brevier,  demy  paper,  Svo 

^linion,  cTo-wn  paper,  gvo- 

Nonpareil,  I2ma ^    ^    • 

Pocket,  Minion-type     - 

Pocket,  Noepareil-tjpe     -     *,..-. 

TESTAMENTS. 

Piica      .    m    *    *    .    *    ,  bound  in  Calf ,  . 

Pica Sheep  * 

Long  Primer Calf .  ^ 

Long  Primer     .«*»...  Sheep  * 

Buevicr Ctlf  ,  - 

Brevier     .«*...«.     $  Sbeep  • 

Brevier »    .     *  Linen  Cloth 

Pockety  Minion-type  .    «    .    ,    .  Calf .  . 

pocket,  Mimon-type Steep  , 


Con  Ilia 

PrkBtD 
^irfwaibcrt. 

i. 
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^ 

11 

ti 

0 

a 

9 

6 
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IN 
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■t 

3 

5 

7 

4 

' 

3 

B 

4 

4 

3 

3 
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3 

3 
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3 
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3 

4 

] 
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7 
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I 

4 
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o 

1 

1 

6 

1 

6' 

I 

1 

He  may  also  fiqd  it  pf  advantage  to  paste  in  the  list  of  the  Tarioua 
editions  of  the  holjr  scriptures,  in  other  languages,  which  consti- 
tutes No.  U.  of  ttie  Appcn4ix. 

NO.  yi.  treasurer's  rsport. 

^.  This  report  i^  presented  to  e^ery  monthly  meetmg  of  the 
Committee,  pursuant  to  the  Xllth  By-Law.  Although  the  pay« 
ments  to  the  Treasurer  generally  pass  through  the  hands  of  the  Cash 

*  The  pricef  here  tpeeifif d,  pre  thos^  of  1 830.  While  tills  Work  was  goinc^ 
through  the  press, »  Kductioii  was  agreed  on,  to  which  reference  will  be  made  in 
Chap.  VII.  The  ol:ject  dt  this  and  similar  specimens  is,  to  point  out  the  m*d€ 
4>f  conductiDg  the  business :  and  the  secretaries  of  AuziUarj  Societies  will  refer 
to  the  official  potioe  of  thf  Barent  Imtit|it{oi^  wlfen  enteripg  th^  prices,  whid& 
nicanarily  yarj  acoording  to  circumstances. 
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'treasurer's  Monthly  Report  to  the  Committee. 


it  frequently  happens,  that  new  subscribers  remit  their 
jons  directly  to  the  former ;  and  of  these,  as  well  as  all 
eceiptSi  this  report  is  his  official  acknowledgment.  ^ 


SPECIMEN. 


AUXILIARY  BIBLE  SOCIETY. 


N*.  13.  ♦ 

The  Treasurer's  Report  of  Receipts  and  Disbursements 
from  the  4M  of  January  to  the  7M  of  February  1820. 


RECEIVED. 

£.   f.   d 

Amount  in  band,  t^  lust  Report 

247. la.  2 

Jkm.1S 

From  Ifr.  J,  Smith,  Bntok  Street,  Aimmt  Subicriptim  . 

9.   S.O 

17 

T.  frtiliamM,  Esq.  Haywood,  Donatum    •    .     .     . 

ao.  0.0 

i%*.4 

Quh  Secretary,  Subscriptions  Hf  Donatimu     •     • 

61.10.0 

jy.  .  •»  account  of  the Branch  Society    . 

100.   0.0 

jy.  .  on  account  of  tke  -^  Auoeiatian  .    •    • 

35.   0.0 

/)•.  .  •»  otf  Mim/  0/  the  Laiie^  Brwu/eh    •     •    . 

200.   O.Q 

656.   8.S 

•r«9.5 

PAID. 

To  the  BrUuh  and  Foreifen  Bible  Society  A 

yf-  f^ote  of  Committees 

£.   $.  d 
200.   0.0 

CUiector,  for  poundage,  f' D'.    •     •     •    . 

14.17.0 

6 

Caeh  Secretary,  Incidental  Expentee,  '^D^. 

4.13.6 

7 

Butter  9f  Ck  Stativnert,  if- 1)9.  .... 

5.   5.8 

■ 

224.16.  S 

F^6 

.     .     .   £ 

431.18.0 

j#.jB.  Treasurer. 


NO.  VII.— DEPOSITARY  8  REPORT. 

This  Report  is  presented  to  every  monthly  meeting  of  the  Com- 
mittee,  pursuant  to  the  IXth  By-Law,  and  is  an  wstract  of  the 
Depositary's  Book.  The  blank  columns  are  left  for  the  insertion 
of  Bibles  and  Testaments  in  foreign  languages. 

-- 

*  These  Reports  should  be  oumbeved  sucoessiTely  i-^us,  the  Report  presented 
in  March  was  No.  14.  This  obserratton  is  equally  applicable  to  the  two  follow- 
ing  Specimens. 
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Moothlj  Report  of  Distcid  Committee. 


NO.  VIIL — ^DISTRICT  C0MMITT£S*8  REPORT; 

1.  This  Report  is  presented  monthly,  hy  erery  District  Conn 
miMee,  pursuant  to  the  XVIIIth  By-Law.  It  is  generally  contained 
on  a  half  sheet  of  post  paper ;  but  if  any  infonnation  of  peculiar 
interest  require  the  addition,  another  half  sheet  may  be  appended. 

£.  The  design  of  these  Reports  is,  to  give  to  the  General  Com- 
nnttee  a  full  and  correct  view  of  the  society  throughout  its  various 
parts.  The  importance  of  this  information,  to  those  who  are  re« 
sponsible  in  the  eyes  of  the  public  for  the  regular  discharge  of  the 
duties  asngned  to  them,  is  su£Sciently  obvious ;  nor  is  it  less  evident 
that  it  can  only  be  acquired  by  the  division  of  labour.  On  this 
principle  the  whole  system  of  the  Bible  Society  proceeds : — the 
severu  minor  districts  of  a  Bible  Association  are  confided  to  the 
care  of  their  respective  Sub- Committees,  who  report  monthly  to  the 
Committee  of  Uieir  Association :  the  District  Committee  of  the 
Auxiliary  Society  then  present  this  condensed  epitome  to  their 
General  Committee :  and,  lastly,  an  abstract  of  the  whole  is  furnished 
periodically  to  the  Parent  Institution.  The  n^lect  of  a  duty  so 
important,  and  so  easily  fulfilled,  as  that  of  presenting  a  monthly 
report,'should  never  be  passed  over  without  ammadversion;  since  it 
is  impossible  for  the  Committee  ot  an  Auxiliary  Society  to  present 
a  faithful  Report  of  their  proceedings,  unless  they  possess,  collec- 
tively, an  intunate  knowledge  of  the  state  of  their  several  districts. 

S.  It  will  be  perceived  that  the  heads  No.  5  and  6,  in  the  annexed 
form,  are  exclusively  applicable  to  those  districts  in  which  associa- 
tions ai^e  established,  and  may  be  omitted  where  Branch  Societies 
only  are  formed.  The  last  member  of  the  6th  head  is  only  applicable 
where  the  Loan-fund  is  adopted. — See  Chap,  VIII.  Section  II. 

The  interesting  fact  recorded  in  the  Specimen,  is  extracted  firom 
the  Fourth  Anniud  Report  of  the  Bible  Association  of  Caversham^ 
a  yiUi^  in  Oxfordshire.       

SPECIMEN. 

N*.  12. AUXIUARY  BIBLE  SOCIETY. 

Montlily  Report  of  the  7th  District  Committee^ 
Freaented  Qih  of  October^  18Sa 

Mevn.  fK  JShmv,  Thomas  Smiihy  H.  TAmmm,  and  W,  Oarke  sttended  the 
last  Committee  of  the  BiUe  Juodaiion  in  this  district ;  reUtive  to 
which  we  have  to  report  :— 

1.  Number  of  members  present  was  S8«— Total  number  of  Committee,  36w 

5.  Reports  were  proacntedfrom<»//<iU  districts.— Totalnumber of  disfaictB,  go. 

3.  The amomit  paid  in  by  the  District  Committees  was  £.34.8.9 

4.  Amount  iroted  to  Auxiliary  Society,  on  Purchase  Account 14 . 8 . 9 

Moiety  Account 

finr  General  Object 30.0.0 

•5.  Total  number  of  free  sabscribers,  618.— For  Bibles  and  Testaments,  If^ 

6.  Total  number  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  dist^buted,  813$.*-Numb^ 

Bibles  and  Testaments  out  on  loan,  38.  c^  The 
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Spedmen  of  Commitlee  Notice  t-*CoQector*8  Seodpt. 


**  the  next,**  and  <'  A  Special"  be  Bub«tituted in  dieir  stead.  The 
object  of  such  meeting  should  be  specified^  pursoanl  to  the  XVth 
By«Law,  under  the  Secretary's  name. 

It  may  not  be  altogether  unnecessary  to  obserre,  that,  at  all 
Special  Meetings,  the  Chairman  should  confine  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  exclusively  to  the  object  for  which  it  has  been  as* 
sembled.  

SPECIMEN. 

Auxiliary  Bible  SoasTY. 


Sir, 

The  next  Meeting  of  die  Committee  will  be  held*,  at 
the  Council  Chamber  in  the  Guildhall^  on  Monday  next,  this  16tk 
instant,  at  Six  o'clock  prkcisslt. 
9/A  Nov.  1820.  Wm.  Brown,  Minute  Secretary. 


NO.  X.— collector's  receipt. 
1 .  The  Cash  Secretary  furnishes  the  Collector  annualljr  with  a  book 
of  Receipts,  successively  numbered  both  in  the  Receipt  and  cor* 
responding  Check.  The  Collector  fills  up  the  particulars  in  the 
checks,  which  he  returns,  with  any  receipts  not  used,  to  tl^  Calih 
Secretary ;  by  whom  those  receipts  are  handed  to  the  Committees 
of  the  Districts  within  which  the  respective  subscribers  reside,  pur- 
suant to  the  XXIId  By-Law. 

SSSSSSSSSSSST% 

SPECIMEN. 
No.  161.         O&O  ^         No.  161. 

UihOctober^S?0.^^   AuXILIARyBiBLE  SOCIETY. 

Received  of    OOO  ^"C^'ved,  this  24fA  of  October  1820,  «f 

J  h    M    i'     F     ^O^S"^^^"  Martin,  Esq,,   the  sum  of  Two 

'  o!q!§  Guineas;  being  his  Annual  Subscription, 

£•2.2.0         ^1^  ending  29/A  September,  1820. 

Amiual  Sufaflcription  ggg  JT.  Richardson, 

due  at  Miiehtulmat,  QvO  Collector. 

2.  It  would  save  considerable  trouble,  if  every  Auxiliary  Society 
endeavoured  to  specify  one  particular  day  on  which  all  subscriptions 
should  be  considered  as  due,  and  gave  notice  to  that  effect  m  the 
Annual  Report. 
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It  will  be  perceived^  by  the  specimensi  that  all  the  books  and 
papers  are  so  eonstructed,  as  to  give  as  little  trouble  to  the 
Officers  and  Committee  as  is  consistent  with  regularity  and 
accuracy  in  the  accounts. 

The  advantage  of  printed  forms  is  obvious,  not  only  as 
they  tend  to  fiiciUtate  the  business  and  diminish  the  risk  of 
error,  but  as  they  are  more  carefdlly  preserved  than  loose 
memoranda.  The  expense  attending  tnese  forms  does  not 
exceed  that  of  good  writing  paper. 


This  appears  to  be  the  most  suitable  place  to  introduce  the 
Order  of  Proceedings  at  the  Annual  Meetings  of  Auxiliary 
Bible  Societies,  and  such  observations  connected  with  the 
subject  as  experience  has  suggested,  in  addition  to  the 
remarks  already  submitted  in  the  8th  division  of  Section  XIV. 
Chapter  L 

1.  **  Ab  a  general  principle,**  eaja  a  iudicioiis  writer,*  "  it  will  be 
allowed  that  an  AnniTerBBxy  Meeting  of  a  charitable  society,  to  inspect  the 
accounts  and  to  choose  officen  for  the  ensuing  year,  ftc  is  absolutely  requisite, 
in  order  to  prevent  abuses,  and  to  satisfy  the  subscribers  of  the  due  appn>- 
priation  of  their  bounty.  I  doubt,  however,  whether  the  members  of  our 
eharitable  societiea  could  ever  be  brought  together,  merely  to  hear  a  report 
and  attest  proceedings  which  they  can  afterwards  read  over  in  print-** 

An  interest  must  be  excited  and  maintained;  but  this 
should  be  effected  in  a  manner  consistent  with  Christian 
simplicity;  [and  it  is  highly  gratifying  to  perceive,  that  a 
desure  to  render  our  festivals  of  benevolence  all  that  they 
ought  to  be,  'is  increasingly  manifested  both  by  the  speakers 
and  the  members  at  large. 

**  The  spirit  displayed,**  observes  the  same  writer,  *'  is  sober,  yet  cheerfbl 
— «nimated,  yet  rational— gratefiil  for  the  past,  and  hopeful  for  the  future— 
m  a  word,  as  fiur  as  earth  may  approach  to  heaven,  a  spirit  imitative  of  those 
oelestial  beings  whose  matin  song,  on  the  day  of  the  Nativity,  was  *  Gbrf 
U  God  in  the  highest  ^  and  on  earth  peace^  good-will  to  mmii.'  ** 

The  collateral  benefits  which  result  from  these  meetings 
aie  niunerous  and  important : — 

"^  The  mind  becomes  stimulated  to  new  and  more  healthy  action  in  the 

cause  of  God  and  man ;    the  social  and  benevolent  feelings  are   excited ; 

the  importance  of  Eternal  things  becomes  more  fixed  upon  the  heart ;  a 

spirit  of  prayer  is  cherished  and  increased ;  and  from  hearing  what  is  our 

» 

•  See  an  admirable  paper,  entidcd,  "  Beneficial  effects  of  Meerings  of  Cba* 
ritabU  Sodetiei,'*  in  that  excellent  periodical  work*  **  The  Christian  ObMfver  ** 
Ibr  July  1818,  and  a  judicious  ktUr  signed  S.N.  in  the  same  publication  far 
April  1820. 


SteT,  Y.]  FORMS  OP  BOOKS  AND  PAPERS.  ISS* 

■*  Jit"  -  '*'     ■■■'■■    '     --.-I r..        .  ;  ■  .     ..I    ..         ■  ■    ■     ■— •agaaa^a 

AltentionB  suggested  in  the  mode  of  conducting  Annual  Meetings. 

^tj  at  a  time  when  the  mind  is  particularlj  affected  and  impieMe(^  a  ftft>re . 
permmnent  and  actire  desire  is  often  excited  lor  its  performance.  •  It  is' 
dimort  impossible  for  an  indiTidual  to  plead  the  cause  of  this  9dciHy;  ^t^oi^* 
feeling  himself  in  some  measure  excited  to  be  and  to  do  what  he  deserib^'i^ 
epid  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  man^  holy  resolutions  have  been  fohned^dol 
these  occasions^  which  may  have  materially  affected  tho  future  llf^    tf, 
there  were  no  other  advantage  connected  with  the  system,  it  would  be  an 
imp<Ataat  one,  that  the  members,  and  especially  the  committee  of  a  society, 
are  animated  to  begin  another  year  with  diligence  and  hope.     Few  men  can 
labour  lour  and  2esdously  in  complete  retirement  and  sluide ;  the  stimulus 
«f  social  feeling  is  often  necessaiy  to  animate  the  heart,  and  recruit  the 
exhausted  powen^   Subscribers*  also,  soon  become  uninterested,  and  gradually 
drop  off,  without  this  occasional  excitement :  so  that,  as  long  as  the  excite- 
ment does  not  exceed  the  boimds  of  sobriety,  and  remains  duly  regulated 
by  piety  and  discretion^  it  ia  rather  to  be  encouraged  than  repressed." 

2.  But  it  is  worthy  of  serious  eonsideration,  whether  these 
and  the  other  advantages  derived  from  our  public  meetings 
may  not  be  strengthened  and  extended,  rather  than  impaired, 
by  a  Utde  alteralion  in  the  mode  of  conducting  them ; — 
ichether,  instead  of  the  customary  votes  of  thanks,  the  reso- 
lutions may  not  be  so  framed,  as  to  recognise  principles  and 
practice  rather  than  men,  and  express  the  opinion  of  the 
meeting  upon  the  past  prosperity  and  opening  prospects  of 
the  society  whose  objects  it  is  convened  to  promote.  It  is 
respectfully  submitted,  diat,  by  the  adoption  of  a  plan  some- 
^at  smiilar  to  the  following,  "  the  addresses  would  be  more 
especially  confined  to  the  main  subject  of  the  operations  and 
efficiency  of  the  sodety;  and  the  praise  of  all  the  good 
efifected  would  be  more  readily  and  cheerfully  and  entirely 
ascribed  to  Him  alone,  '  firom  whom  all  holy  desires,  all  good 
counsels,  and  all  just  works  do  proceed.*  Every  species  of 
adulation,  on  occasions  like  these,  is  foreign  to  the  production 
«tf  that  Christian  humility  by  which  we  ought  at  all  times  to 
be  aataat^d,  and  at  variance  with  the  genius  and  spirit  of  the 
Gospel  of  Chrisf 

3.  There  is  another  branch  of  the  subject  which  cannot 
widi  propriety  be  entirely  overlooked,  although  it  is  difficult 
to  recommend  any  general  rule,  where  local  circumstances 
and  indindnal  Reeling  mufit  define  the  fine  of  prudence. 
The  time  occupied  by  the  General  Meetings  of  Bible 
Societies  is,  in  general,  profitably  spent;  but  it  may  be 
e^l^tanAftd  beyond  the  period  which  a  right  judgment  and 
oarrMt  taste  would  prescribe.  It  may  admit  of  a  doubt 
wkefliet  diifl  period  should  in  any  case  exceed  four  hours ; 
tod,  perhaps,  if  the  duration  of  those  of  Auxiliiu-y  Societies 
and  Associations  were  limited  to  three,  the  beneficial  effects 
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would  be  increased.  It  is  evident  that^  in  any  arrangement' 
of  diis  kind,  much  will  depend  on  the  respective  speakers : — 
the  length  of  an  address,  nowever,  is  usually  estimated  by  its 
interest,  rather  than  the  time  occupied  in  its  delivery ;  but  it- 
should  never  be  forgotten,  that  there  is  a  courtesy  due  to  the 
audience,  as  well  as  to  those  who  are  invited  to  take  part  in 
the  proceedings. 

4.  ORDER  OF  PROCEEDINGS 

RBOOMMBNDBD  FOR  ADOPTION 
AT  THE  ANNUAL  MEETINGS  OE  AUXILIARY  BIBLK  SOCIBTIKS. 


The  President,  or  one  of  the  Vioe-Preadents,  having  heen  called  to 
the  Chair: 


1.  7%e  Chairman,.*^ 


9.  J.B.. 


9.  CD.. 

4.  Jff  .  F. . 

5.  G.a. 


6.  /.jr.- 


1.  L.U., 


will  open  the  busneas  of  the  meetmg,  and  condnde 
by  requesting  one  of  the  lecntaries  to  reed  the  Ba- 
port  of  the  Committee. 

win  read  the  Report,  including  the  Treasurer*!  ac- 
count as  audited. 

will  more  the  Resolution  Na  I — 

^  That  the  Report  now  read  be  receiTed,  ado|ited» 
and  printed  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee." 

will  second  the  Motion  Na  1. 

The  Chairman  having  put  the  question, 
will  move  the  Resolution  No  9—. 

^'  That  this  meeting  avails  itself  of  the  renewed 
opportunity  now  afibrded.  to  express  its  undiminished 
attachment  to  the  object  and  design  of  the  British 
and  Foreign  Bible  Society ;  and  desires  to  congratu^ 
late  the  Committee  of  that  Institution  on  the  sue* 
cess  of  their  benevolent  exertions  at'  home  and 
abroad." 

will  second  the  Motion  No.  8. 

The  Chainnan  having  put  the  question, 
will  move  the  Resolution  No.  3 — 

^  That  this  meeting  congratulates  the  Committees 
of  the  several  Branch  SodeUes  and  Associations  con- 
nected  with  this  Institution,  on  the  progress  alreBd j 
made  towards  supplying  the  destitute  in  their  re- 
spective districts  wiUi  the  holy  scripturea,  and  on  the 
assistance  afforded  to  the  Parent  Society  in  extendi 
ing  the  same  invaluable  blessing  throughout  the 
world.*' 


McT.  n.] 
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«*  iV.  0. . 


9.  PQ. 


to.  US. 

II.  r.  K 


If.'flPCX. 


IS.  Kz: 


wiU  second  the  Motion  Na  S. 

The  Chairman  having  put  the  question, 
nill  move  the  Resolution  No.  4 — 

^^  That  this  meeting  participates  in  the  ntiB&ction 
which  the  success  of  Uus  society,  during  the  past  jear, 
must  afford  to  the  President,  the  Yioe-Presidents, 
Oflkers,  and  Committee;  and  that  the  following  gen* 
tlemen  be  the  officers  and  committee  ibr  the  enaulBg 
7«ar,  with  power  to  fill  up  any  vacancies  in  their 
number;  via." 

[H0re  mtert  ike  namet  &^  the  TVsamrsTy  Secretin 
riesy  amd  wumberse/ike  CemwUtieek] 

will  second  the  Motion  No.  4. 

The  Chairman  having  put  the  question, 
will  move  Uie  B«solution  No.  &.— 

^  That  this  meeting  cordially  acknowledges  the 
kindness  of  those  genUemen  who  have  attended  on 
behalf  of  the  Parent  Society,  and  who  have  thus 
afibrded  a  ftedi  illustration  of  that  spirit  of  harmony 
and  love  which  unites  the  various  *^^f?minatiftm  it 
the  Christian  Church  in  this  worts  of  mercy.** 

win  second  the  Motion  Ka  5. 

The  Chairman  having  put  the  question, 
will  move  the  Besolution  No.  S— 

^  That  tfajs  meeting  aknowledges,  withgnteAii 
respeet,  the  obliging  manner  in  wUch  the  Gnainnta 
has  conducted  t&  business  of  the  day.** 

wiU  second  the  Motion  No.  ^ 

The  Meifer  havfhg  put  the  question, 
will  acknowledge  the  Resolution,  refer  to  the  pUtetf 
for  receiving  contributions,  and  ai^oum  the  Meetinf 
to  the  day  specified  in  the  General  Rules. 


SECTION  VI. 

BRANCH  BIBLE  SOCIETIES— CONDUCTED  BT  OBNTLEMEM. 

1.  It  has  been  already  intimated^  that  AuxQiary  Societies 
are,  in  general,  more  productive  and  efficient  tluin  Branch 
Sodeties  of  the  same  extent ;  and  where  the  population  is  of 
sufficient  mwnitude,  and  suitable  patronage  and  officers,  with 
an  effective  Committee,  can  be  obtained,  the  constitution  of 
the  former  may  be  recommended  as  preferable. 

But  there  are  many  situittions  wherein  it  may  be  desirable 
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to  establish  a  "  Branch  Society,**  but  wh^re  it  may  be  inn 
practicable  or  inexpedient  to  form  an  *' Auxiliary;"  and  the 
subject  win  now  be  considered  in  reference  to  such  cases. 

9.  It  will  be  recollected,  that  the  only  difference  between 
the  two  establishments  is  this: — that  an  Auxiliary  Society 
remits  its  funds  to,  and  draws  its  supplies  of  Bibles  and  Tes- 
laments  from,  the  Parent  Institution;  while  a  Branch  Society 
miiintains  a  similar  connexion  with  the  Auxiliary  Society. 
The  extent  of  privilege,  collectively  and  individually,  is  pre- 
cisely the  same  in  both  cases. 

Where  a  Bible  Association  is  established  within  the  district 
embraced  by  a  Branch  Society,  the  latter  possesses  the  same 
unlimited  right  of  purchasing  Bibles  and  Testaments  at  cost 
prices,  with  the  funds  and  on  account  of  such  Association, 
fipom  the  depository  of  the  Auxiliary  Society,  as  the  latter 
mkjfaf  from  the  Parent  Institution  on  behalf  of  an  Association 
connected  directly  with  it 

'  B.  The  foDowing  are  die  Rules  and  Regulations  recom- 
mended by  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  for  adop- 
tion by  Branch  Soci^es;  the  parenthetical  additions  being 
suggested,  to  render  the  plan  more  explicit  :— 

I.  That  the  object  and  constitution  ff  tb^  Biitiah  and  FoceigB  Bifaia 
Ijociifcy  hsfB  the  cordial  approbation  <^  thia  mee^g. 
,  %  That  a  a^cietj  be  {mm)  toned,  to  be  called  ^  The  Branch  Bible 

Society  of    ,**  Ibc  the  puipoae  of  cooperating  with  the  British  and 

Foreign  Bible  Sodetj  {through  the  medium  of  the  -*—  Auxiliary  Socieiy)^ 
in  promoting  the  distribution  of  the  holy  aoripturea  both  at  home  and  alrood^ 

S.  That,  conformably  to  the  principles  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible 
Society,  the  Biblca  and  Testaments  to  be  drcukted  by  this  society  shall  be 
vitfaout  note  or  cemment,  and  those  in  the.languages  of  the  United  Kingdom 
^  the  authorised  Tendon  only. 

4.  That  aU  persona  subscribing  one  guinea  ji€r  atmnm^  or  upwards,  or  ten 
guineas,  or  upwards,  at  one  time,  shall  be  members  of  this  society. 

5.  That  the  business  of  this  flociety  shall  be  conducted  by  a  President, 
Tlce-Presidents,  a  Treasurer,   Secretaries,  and  a  Committee  consisting  of 

■  other  members,  half  of  iriurni  shall  be  members  of  the   Esta-  v 

blished  Church  ;  and  that  *  members  of  this  Committee  constitute 

a  quorum. 

6.  That  every  clergyman,  or  other  minister,  who  is  a  member  of  the  So- 
eiety,  shall  be  entitled  to  attend  and  vote  at  the  meeetings  of  the  Committee. 

'?•  That  the  Committee  shall  meet  once  every  month,  or  oflener,  on  aome 
§»pf  lo  be  teed  by  themselves. 

8b  That  the  Cenunittee  divide  this  neigfabovxhood  into  di8lrieta»  and 
tnpoint  two  or  more  of  their  members  fi>r  ^ch  dislriot,  who  suy  aaaqoBilii 
with  themselves  any  subacribers  for  the  purpose  of  soliciting  subscriptiqn^ 
woA  donations  from  the  inhabitants  thereof;  and  that  they  establish  jurop^^ 
aymtsand  correspondents  in  different  parts  within  the  limits  of  this  Bti^nkrh 

taijft>« 


Bules  and  Regulations  recommended  for  adoption  hj  Branch  Societies. 

9.  That  the  whole  of  the  subseriptions  and  donations  received  by  this  So- 
dety  shall  be  remitted  half-yearly,  after  deducting  incidental  expenscik,  to 
the  Auxilia)7  IKble  Society  of  — — «-^  on  condition  of  such  society  gml* 
ag  to  this  the  sane  privileges  which  the  Paroit  lostitutioQ  gnats,  iasoidi 
oasey  to  its  Auxiliary  Societies. 

la  That  the  Committee  shall  make  it  their  business  to  inquire  (ei/Jksr 
pH-tonalfy  or  by  means  of  Bible  Auociatinu)  what  fiuuilies  or  individuals 
residing  within  the  several  districts  are  in  want  of  Bibles  or  Testaments,  and 
imable  to  procure  them ;  and  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  t# 
furnish  them  therewith  at  prune  cost,  reduoed  prices,  or  gratis^  nccftniing  to 
their  circumstances. 

1 1.  That  such  persons  as  may  not  find  it  convenient  to  become  memben 
of  this  society  shall,  upon  forming  themselves  into  Bible  Associations  (ani 
mniimf  a  evn  o/iMr  Ruiet  io  the  (hmmUtte)^  be  entitled  to  purehaae,  at  ^SM 
depugatory  d  this  society,  under  the  direction  of.  the  Gononittee^  coplfii  of 
the  Scriptures  at  prime  cost,  fiir  gratuitous  distribution,  or  ^4e  Ht  pna^ 
cost  or  reduced  prices,  among  their  poorer  neighbours. 

18.  That  idl  clergymen,  and  other  ministers,  within  the  sphere  of  this 
society,  mdking  collections  in  their  respective  congregations  in  behalf  of  the 
institution,  shdl  be  entitled,  on  remitthig  such  coIlectioiM  to  ttie  Tveasenr 
of  this  society^  to  receive  Bibles  and  Testaments  to.  an  amount  not  otosoIi 
log  one-half  of  the  said  respective  collections,  estimated  at  prime  cost,  aa 
shall  be  found  to  be  needed  by  the  poor  in  the  vicinity ;  such  return  of  Bi- 
bles and  Testaments  to  be  claimed  within  one  year  from  the  remittance  of 
tlie  colleetion.  It  is  recommended,  in  all  pntcticable  cases,  to  supply  the 
poor  by  sale,  rather  than  by  gift 

13.  That  a  General  Meeting  of  the  subscribers  be  held  at  — — —  the 
^— — —  in  each  year,  when  the  accounts  shall  be  presented,  the  proceedings  of 
the  past  year  stated,  a  new  Committee  formed,  and  a  Beport  agreed  upon, 
to  be  printed  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee,  and  circulated  among 
the  Members. 

14.  That,  in  the  fbnnation  of  the  New  CoBsnuttee,  the  (Pitesidemi,  01as 
PrmMtmU)  Tmsurer,  Secretaries,  and  sueh  three  ifaurths  of  the  other 
Members  as  have  most  frequently  attended  the  Committee,  ahall  be  le* 
eligible  for  the  ensuing  year. 

15.  That be  President, Vice  Presidents,         ■     Treasurer, 

■■      ■  ■  Secretaries,  and  —  Members  of  the  Committee  for  the  jtait 
ensuing. 

16*  That  annual  subscriptions  and  donations  be  now  entered  into,  end 
that  they  be  also  received  by  the  treasurer,  {teereiorUi^  and  the  several 
bankers  of  this  town  and  neighbourhood. 

17.  That  these  Besolutions  be  published  in  such  manner  as  the  Committee 
may  direct ;  and  a  copy  of  them,  signed  by  the  chairman,  transmitted  to  the 
Prendent  of  the  AuxiliiBury  Bible  Society  at  — — . 

18.  That  the  Committee  meet  the instant,  at  -~^  o'clock,  and 

prepere,  print,  and  circulate  an  address  on  the  ol^ects  and  views  of  thii 
•odety. 

3.  The  **  Observations**  on  the  Rules  of  an  Auxiliary  So- 
da^ {see  Section  11.  of  this  Chapter)  are  equally  applicable 
to  those  of  a  Branch  Society ;  and  the  few  verbal  alterations 
which  are  necessary,  in  order  to  adapt  the  By-Laws  {see  Sec*. 
^jonlll)  to  the  design  of  the  latter,  will  readily  suggest  them- 
fldvet  to  the  reader. 


198  AtnOLIABY  iOCIBTtBi.  [cHAP.  IE. 


Obsenratioxu  on  the  Rules. 


4i  When  one  or  more  individuals  feel  disposed  to  estabSah 
a  Branch  Bible  Society  in  the  town  or  district  where  they  re- 
aide,  they  should  proceed  towards  the  attainment  of  their 
object  in  the  manner  described  in  Section  IV.  ;^only  deriving 
the  requisite  assistance  from  the  Committee  of  the  Auxiliary 
Society  with  which  they  propose  to  connect  themselvesy  in- 
stead of  applying  to  that  of  the  Parent  Institution.  But  as 
it  more  frequency  happens  that  the  impulse  is  given  by  the 
District  Committee  of  me  Auxiliary  Society,  in  fulfilling  the 
duties  prescribed  by  the  XVIth  By-Law,  it  may  be  proper  to 
observe,  that  much  will  depend  on  the  prudence  and  wisdom 
of  their  preliminary  proceedings.  Those  individuals  to  whom 
die  design  is  first  communicated  should  be  persons  of  local 
respectabiliW  and  influence,  and  the  object  and  plan  of  tiie 
society  be  thoroughly  explained  to  tiiem,  before  any  mear 
aures  are  adopted  for  calling  a  General  Meeting  and  esta- 
blishing the  society.  Important  as  is  the  design,  and  replete 
with  blessings  wherever  it  has  been  steadily  pursued^  it  should 
never  be  forced  on  the  public  attention,  in  opposition  to  the 
wishes  of  those  who  are  most  competent  to  judge  of  its  expe- 
diency. Delay  may  sometimes  be  as  much  a  duty  as  de- 
spatch, and  may  be  rendered  more  profitable  by  die  prudent 
circulation  of  fiul  and  accurate  information  on  the  subject 

5.  The  mode  of  organizing  a  Branch  Society, — the  duties 
of  tiie  officers  and  Ccmimittee, — ^the  mode  of  conducting  the 
Committee  Meetings, — and  the  forms  of  the  books  and  pa- 
pers,— are  so  similar  to  those  already  described,  tiiat  it  is  only 
necessary  to  refer  the  reader  to  the  preceding  Sections. 
Every  suggestion  which  may  be  found  useful  to  the  officers 
or  Committee  of  an  Auxiliary  Society,  is  equaUy  applicable 
<o  those  of  a  Branch  Society,  who  should  cultivate,  by  every 
means  in  their  power,  that  mutual  confidence  and  good  un- 
derstanding which  has  hitherto  characterized  the  various 
parts  of  die  system,  and  facilitated  all  their  proceedings. 

6.  Where  the  seat  of  a  Branch  Society  is  at  a  consideraUe 
distance  from  that  of  the  Auxiliary  with  which  it  is  con- 
nected, it  may  be  found  advantageous  to  tiie  former  to  avail 
itself  of  the  following  regulation,  adopted  in  tiie  sprint  of 
1818  by  tiie  Parent  Society  :— 

V  The  Committee  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  desirous  of 
rendering  the  utmost  practicable  &cilit/  in  furnishing  Bibles  and  Testa- 
ments to  every  department  connected  with  their  Auxiliary  SocietieSi  respect^ 
liiUy  inform  the  several  Committees,  that,  where  it  may  foe.  found  mof«  i 
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ttofaftTe  thorBnuicb  Societies  fappli«ddi3«ctlhrin  the  dtpontoiy  in 
London,  tfaej  maj  authoriae  their  Branches  to  remit  their,  mooejs  and  or- 
ders to  the  houae  of  the  Parent  Insdtutbn,  when  they  will  be  regularlj 
entered  to  the  account  of  the  AuzQiarj  Society,  as  though  transmitted 
through  the  medium  of  iU  offlcera.** 

It  should  be  distihctly  understood,  that  this  arrangement  is 
dependent,  in  all  cases,  on  the  mutual  consent  of  the  re- 
spectiye  Auxiliary  and  Branch  Societies,  between  which  the 
most  perfect  unanimity  ought  always  to  subsist.  And  it  will 
be  evident,  that  a  statement  of  all  remittances  made,  and  the 
particulars  of  aU  Bibles  and  Testaments  received,  should  be 
immediately  furnished  by  the  Secretaries  of  the  Branch  So- 
cieties to  those  of  the  Auxiliaries,  in  order  that  the  accounts 
of  the  latter  may  agree  with  the  books  of  the  Parent  In- 
stitution. 


SECTION  VIL 

GENERAL  REMARKS. 

1.  It  has  been  truly  remarked,  that  ''  in  no  respect  is  the 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  more  peculiarly  distin- 
guished, than  by  the  facility  with  which  it  has  been  found 
to  adapt  itself  to  the  circumstances  of  mankind,  and  the 
capability  which  it  has  thereby  shewn  of  converting  to  its  use 
whatever  could  forward  its  purposes,  or  conduce  to  its  im- 
provement*' * — And  with  equal  justice  it  may  be  added,  tha^ 
in  the  application  of  those  diversified  means,  the  fimdaniental 
principles  of  the  institution  have  been  preserved  inviolate ; 
and  the  system,  throughout  its  various  parts,  has  been  founded 
and  progressively  matured  with  a  strict  observance  of  the 
singleness  and  purity  of  that  object  which  it  is  designed  to 
promote. 

2.  Nor  will  it  be  less  evident  to  the  reader,  that  the  whole 
organization  of  an  Auxiliary,  or  Branch  Society,  nroceeds 
according  to  a  clear  and  intelligible  line,  which  distinctly 
recognises  the  two-fold  object  of  their  establishment  i-^rst, 
the  adoption  of  measures  for  tlie  supply  of  their  local  defi- 
ciencies ;  and,  secondly ^  a  co-operation  with  the  Parent  Society 
in  promoting  the  universal  dissemination  of  the  holy  scrip- 
tures. That  the  system  detailed  in  the  preceding  sections  of 
this  chapter  is  calculated  to  effect  both,  has  been  sufficiently 
proved  in  the  comparative  statement  introduced  in  the  thira 

•  Owen's  History,  Vol.  III.  p.  SS4. 
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division  of  Section  XIV.  Chapteif  I. ;  and  it  only  teinlMB  to 

coTisider  its  practical  operation  in  a  few  points,  wliicli  could 
not,  with  propriety,  be  introduced  under  any  of  th,e  preceding 
heads. 

8.  It  will  readily  be  acknowledged,  that  many  Auxiliary 
and  a  still  greater  number  of  Branch  Societies  in  the  Unitea 
Kingdom  are  susceptible  of  a  higher  degree  of  organization 
than  tliey  have  hitherto  received.  Most  of  them  were  eat^ 
blished  before  the  system  had  reached  its  present  state  of  per* 
fection;  and  the  incessant  claims  on  the  time  and  attention  of 
the  officers  of  the  Parent  Institution  have  not  left  them  at 
liberty  to  adopt  such  measures,  in  reference  to  tiiis  important 
subject,  as  the  nature  of  the  case  demands.  While  this  con^ 
sideration  affords  an  additional  argument  for  that  increase 
of  agents  which  has  been  recommended  in  a  former  part 
of  this  work,  it  furnishes  a  powerful  motive  to  those  who 
occupy  this  responsible  station,  to  investigate  the  actual  state 
of  the  societies  they  visit,  and  to  attend,  not  their  General 
Meetings  only,  but  their  Committees,  where  alone  thb  know* 
led^e  can  be  acquired,  and  the  system  be  practically  adopted* 
If  this  plan  were  steadily  and  perseveringly  pursued  through- 
out the  empire,  the  results  would  be  incalculably  beneficud^ 
not  only  in  promoting  the  primary  object  of  local  societies^  but 
in  extending  the  means  and  increasing  the  usefulness  of  tfa^ 
Parent  Institution. 

4.  But  the  organization  of  Auxiliary  and  Braneh  Societies^ 
however  important  can  never  supersede  the  necessity  of  a 
regular,  or  at  least  occasional  attendance  of  their  Annuid 
Meetings  by  the  Officers  of  the  Parent  Society.  The  ad« 
vantages  derived  from  their  assistance  on  diese  occasions  are 
known  and  appreciated  thoughout  the  nation,  and  cannot  be 
better  described  than  in  the  following  extract  from  the  Tenth 
Report : — 

^'  For  much'of  that  vigor  which  has  characterised  the  Auxiliaij  Societiea 
in  soveral  parts  of  the  country,  your  Committee  ai«  authorised  bj  those 
Auxiliary  Societies  to  say,  that  they  are  indebted  to  the  seasonable  visits 
and  zealous  services  of  your  secretaries,  whose  exertions  during  the  past 
year,  both  in  discharging  their  official  and  these  extraordinary  duties,  have 
given  them  a  renewed  claim  to  the  req)ect  and  gratitude  of  the  aociely.** 

5.  As  it  is  throueh  the  medium  of  Bible  Associations  that 
the  local  wants  of  the  district  can  be  most  accurately  known 
and  most  eflSciently  supplied,  the  Committee  of  an  Auxiliary^ 
or  Branch  Society,  should  direct  their  early  attention  to 
the  establishment'  and  proper  organization  of  those  high^ 
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fl^K^tent  institatbni.  The  node  of  ^HPoceedkig  will  be  fiil^ 
explained  and  fflustrated  ki  the  succeeding  Cha|rtefni ;  bat  it 
may  not  be  unnecessary  to  observe^  that  me  Committee,  and 
especially  the  secretaries,  of  an  Auxiliary  or  Branch  Society^ 
ahould  be  well  acquainted  with  the  whole  system,  and  exexw 
eise  a  ccHistant  and  x4gilant  superintendence  of  its  practioil 
details.  At  the  -same  tfane,  it  ^oiild  always  be  remembered^ 
that,  as  no  authority  is  assumed  by  the  Parent  Society  'ovet 
Ihe  intenial  tegidations  of  its  iSlk^M,  iifatilfutibns,  sb  Aone  b 
possessed  by  the  laiter  «vef  the .  proeeedings  of  ilieir  oott** 
noeted  Assodatfons,  while  they  adhene  with  scvupulotts  fidelif)^ 
to  thosd  principles  whkh  constitute  Hih  b^dof  unioB^ 
Every  separate  estabtishmeDt,  under  whatevet  designalioi^ 
is  an  independent  society,  and  governed  by  its  own  rules  and 
ngiilations ;  "bat  there  is  a  law  of  kindness  and  inutual  con^ 
fidence,  which,  as  it  has  hitherto  been  preserved  unbioki^ 
wfl]^  it  is  confidently  hoped,  always  diaiacteriae  the  Miembefa 
ef  the  Bible  Society. 

6.  The  Southwark  Auxiliary  Bible  SoSSety,  to  which 
allusion  has  been  already  made,  nas  committed  the  supply  of 
the  local  wants  exclusively  to  the  Associations  connected  with 
it,  except  in  reference  to  Prisons  and  Hospitids :  and  the 
Auxiliary  Society  of  the  County  of  Kent,  following  this 
oxample,  judiciously  observe^  in  their  Annual  Report  for 
1816:— 


''  ^therefseitof  theCooiittttoooftbe  Maidaloiie  Bible  AMd«|i«i% 
fniir  Committee  no  longer  dirtriUite  Bibles  in  this  towa,  but  have  gladly 
tnndenred  that  work  to  the  Auociation ;  fullj  persuaded,  that,  to  ena^  the 

ror  to  supply  their  own  wants  throuffh  the  medium  of  Bible  Associations, 
to  impart  to  them  a  double  beneat-Hs  to  produoe  in  thor  own  minds  a 
ttief«  just  ▼akuitian  of  the  hiAj  sciiptnres ;  and  also  to  ezdte  a  sjmpalhj  of 
as  m&narj  Idnd  with  the  spiritoal  poverty  of  those  of  tlieir  feUow-creatuNp 
vhe  have  hitherto  had  no  access  to  the  word  and  promises  of  God.** 

7.  The  attainment  of  this  primary  object,  and  the  asto^ 
nishing  increase  of  the  funds  of  Auxiliary  and  Branch 
Societies  by  means  of  Bible  Associations,  constitute  a  suffi- 
cient reason  for  recommending  their  genersd  encouragement: 
but  this,  it  has  been  well  observed, — 

^  is  not  the  only  benefit  likely  to  accrue  from  the  general  prevalence  of  such 
instituUons.  Their  indirect  effects,  upon  the  character  and  circumstances  of 
that  class  of  the  community  which  they  chiefly  embrace,  are  of  a  nature 
highly  interesting  to  the  patriot,  the  phUanthropiit,  and  the  Christtaa.  To 
Bveiy  raflectiBg  mind  it  must  be  apparent,  that  to  interest  the  great  body  of 
the  community  about  matters  of  this  nature,  must  tend  to  elevate  tlieir 
character,  by  engaging  their  attention  to  noble  and  worthy  objects ;  to  foster 
the  ^irit  of  honouiahle  independence,  by  plsdag  them  in  the  station,  not 
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of  ree^imisy  but  of  dtmnt  to  applj  «a  impulae  to  their  baievol«ttt  i 
tknifl,  bj  maldiigthem  ftol  in  their  ezperienoe  the  truth  of  that  beeutiftil 
mjingj  *  It  it  mmnt  hieued  U  givt  Hum  io  rtetwtC  to  stimulate,  bj  means 
of  tlw  same  experience,  to  honest  indust^,  uid  promote  the  habits  of 
economj  and  sobrietj;  to  raise  their  own  estimation  of  the  Bible,  bj 
ieading  them  to  view  it  as  a  ▼aluaiUe  gift  to  others;  and  bj  drawing  their 
attention  more  dosdj  to  that  blessed  book,  to  adyanoe  indiyidual  and  social 
hq>piness,  bj  tftsrhing  them  to  '  ilt  jW^Ty  t^  <mw  Mcrcy,  mnit%  waXk  haMn 

-  8.  When  Ladies'  Bible  Associations  are  fonned  in  m 
district,  it  will  deYolre  on  the  Officers  and  Committee  of  the 
Auxiliary  or  Branch  Society  to  conduct  their  public  proceed- 
ings, and  to  afibrd  them  every  requisite  facility  ana  encou- 
ragement If  these  associations  be  connected  witii  thie 
Auxiliary  Society  through  tiie  medium  of  a  Ladies'  Brancht 
the  secretaries  should  be  officially  appointed  a  District  Com- 
mittee to  attend  and  assist  the  latter  at  their  regular  Com- 
mittee Meetings.  In  tius,  as  in  every  other  part  of  the  pro- 
ceedings, nothmg  ought  to  be  left  subject  to  uncertainty,  but 
a  specific  and  ^responsible  appointment  be  made  for  every 
department. 


9.  It  may  probably  be  going  too  far  to  say,  tiiat  in  no  < 

whatever  should  a  Branch  Society,  or  an  Association,  be 
supplied  widi  Bibles  and  Testaments  beyond  tiie  amount 
of  the  balance  at  tiieir  credit  in  tiie  Leger ;  but  as  every  insti- 
tution ought  at  least  to  support  itself,  if  it  cannot  contribute 
to  the  general  object,  no  deviation  from  tiiis  principle  should 
be  allowed  without  the  most  minute  investigation  of  tiie  cir- 
cumstances. The  following  fact  will  affi:>rd  a  gratifying  illua- 
tration  of  this  remark. — In  a  populous  district  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  metropoUs,  tiie  Committee  of  a  Bible  Association  had 
adopted  a  scale  of  prices,  at  which  Bibles  and  Testaments 
mignt  be  sold  to  the  poor  considerably  under  their  cost :  tiie 
number  of  Bible  Subscribers  rapidly  increased ;  and  it  soon 
became  evident,  that  tiie  amount  of  free  contributions  was 
insufficient  to  counterbalance  the  loss,  and  that  the  funds 
were  consequentiy  inadequate  to  the  supply  of  tiie  subscribers. 
An  appeal  was  in  consequence  made  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Auxiliary  Society,  and  a  grant  of  Bibles  and  Testaments 
solicited.  This  application  was  calmly  and  fully  consi- 
dered, and,  on  a  review  of  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
unanimously  rejected :  but  the  Committee  of  the  Association 
were  eamestiy  recommended  to  institute  a  general  canvas  of 

*  Third  Annual  Report  of  the  Glasgow  Auxiliary  Bible  Sociesy. 
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dietr  several  districts  for  free  oentributioiis;  ttid  a  few  mem- 
bers of  the  Auxiliarv  Committee,  offered  tlieir  services,  to 
assist  them  herein,  if  necessary.  This  recommendation  was 
promptly  adopted ;  and  the  measure  carried  into  effect  widi 
such  success,  that,  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Auxiliary  Com- 
mittee, the  thanks  of  the  Association  were  officially  commu- 
nicated, for  that  refusal  which  had  given  a  new  impulse  to 
their  proceedings.  The  scale  of  prices  was  subsequently 
levised,  in  reference  to  all  future  subscribers ;  and,  before  the 
dose  of  the  following  year,  this  Association  had  contributed 
nearly  two  hundred  potmds  to  the  general  object  of  the  PteenI 
Society. 

,  10.  The  privilege  of  making  gratuitous  grants  of  Bibles 
and  Testaments  should  be  vested  exclusivdy  in  the  Com- 
mittee of  an  Auxiliary  or  Branch  Society.  This  plan  is  now 
adopted  in  ev^y  well-organised  institution,  and  materially 
diminishes  the  trouble  and  responsibility  of  the  Associations 
on  whose  recommendation  alone  any  grant  should  be  made. 
On  receiving  an  application  of  this  nature,  it  is  immediately 
referred  to  the  District  Committee,  within  whose  allotted 
boundaries  the  party  resides,  for  investigation ;  and  on  their 
Report  is  finally  complied  with  or  rejected.  It  may  not  be 
improper  to  observe,  that  the  general  adoption  of  the  Loan- 
Fund  plan,  which  will  be  fully  detailed  in  Chapter  V III.,  has 
in  many  places  entirely  superseded  gratuitous  grants. 

II.  Among  the  most  important  duties  which  devolve  on 
the  Committee  of  an  Auxiliary  or  Branch  Society,  is  that  of 
circulating  information  relative  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
Parent  Institution,  and  the  progress  of  the  cause  both  at 
home  and  abroad.  The  Annual  Reports,  Monthly  Extracts 
of  Correspondence,  and  other  publications  of  a  similar 
description,  should  be  transmitted  promptly  and  regularly  to 
the  Committees  of  the  several  Associations ;  and  nothing  be 
omitted  which  can  assist  and  encourage  them  in  the  discharge 
of  their  interesting  duties.  Nor  is  this  recommendation 
inconsistent  with  that  strict  attention  to  economy,  in  every 
department,  which  should  characterize  a  Bible  Society ;  as  the 
expense  thus  incurred  repays  itself,  in  a  tenfold  degree,  by  the 
additional  interest  excited,  and  tbe  gratification  afforded  to 
subscribers.  That  husbandman  is  the  most  likely  to  per- 
severe in  his  labours,  who  beholds  tlie  increase  of  the  seed 
which  he  has  scattered ; — ^and  never  did  a  field  present  a 
more  rich  and  abundant  harvest  than  that  we  are  now  con- 
templating. 


EcoDcnnj  pfunoled  by  kaepiD^  a  stock  of  Aoeoaot  Bodks,  &c 

Tke  ttttent  to  wUch  tkis  kifbnnatkm  is  aiippUed»  wiH  of 
oouvse- depend  on  circumstaiices;  but,  as  a  genend  rule,  it  may 
be  prudent  to  fixmisfa  an  association  witk  two  or  three  copies 
rf  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Parent  Society,  to  drcuJale 
among  llie  members  of  the  Committee,  iand  subsequently  to 
be  lent  to  the  free  eontributors.  Every  collector  would  be 
rtigttlarly  presented  with  a  copy  c^the  Monthly  Exteacts,  wad 
a>equisite  supply  for  tfae  Bubscrtbera  in  the  districL  T^ 
subject  will  be  more  fully  considered  in  Chapters  III.  and 
VIL,  in  referenoe  to  the  internal  aorrangeiBents  of  Kble  A^ 
tooiation^ 

J  3.  It  will  be  found  conducive  to  the  economy  which  haa 
6een .  recommended,  for  Auxiliary  and  Branch  Societies  to 
keep  a  stock  of  such  account-books,  papers,  &c.  as  are 
necessary  for  organizing  and  conducting  Bible  Associations, 
and  enabling  them  without  delay  to  proceed  to  the  discharge 
of  their  duties.  Another  advantage  derived  from  this  regu- 
lation, is  the  muntenance  of  one  uniform  mode  of  proceeding 
throughout  the  whole  system,  and  the  consequent  facility  of 
its  extension  where   it  is  deemed   expedient     Of  the  im- 

fortance  of  this  last  consideration,  the  Committee  of  the 
arent  Society  llius  express  their  opinion,  in  the  Fburleenth 
Report  :— 

*'  Your  Committee  take  this  opportmiitj  of  suggeetuig,  tti  the  rmilt  of 
their  experience,  that,  in  order  to  render  these  institutions  proflperoua  and 
elective,  it  will  be  necessary  that  their  Committee  Meetings  ^  as  frequent 
as  loeal  circumstances  will  admit  i  and  that  their  operations  be  conducted 
throughout  with  that  refpx^  to  s^item  which  ia  essential  to  the  acoompUdK 
meat  of  ^mj  undertaki^.*' 

.  13.  It  has  already  been  observed,  in  reference  to  the 
XXrVth  By-Law,  that  a  niunber  of  the  Annual  Reports  of 
an  Auxiliary  Society  should  be  promptly  transmitted  to  the 
parent  Institution.  But  the  communication  of  any  important 
intelligence  is  not  to  be  limited  to  this  medium : — ^any  inter- 
esting information  relative  to  the  progress  of  the  Society, 
derived  fipom  the  Reports  of  tlie  district  Committees, 
Branches,  or  Associations,  should  be  transmitted  from  time 
to  time  to  the  Committee  of  the  Parent  Institution,  whose 
duty  it  is  to  select,  arrange,  and  circulate  such  intelligence, 
as  may  tend  to  promote  the  general  cause.  Any  Auxiliary 
Society  that  expects  to  be  furnished  with  intelligence  of  the 
forei^  and  domestic  operations,  should  not  be  remiss  in 
contributing  its  quota  to  the  general  stock. 
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14.  The  AmiMd  Report  of  an  AuxOiu^  or  Braaeh  SoeieCy 
thould  ccmtein  It  clear  and  faitbful  exposition  of  its  pro* 
oeedingB  and  results  throughout  the  whole  of  its  allotted  dis-' 
trict.  It  has  been  already  observed,  that  in  places  remote 
from  the  metropolis^  a  condensed  view  of  the  recent  operan 
tions  of  the  Parent  Society  may  be  introduced  with  advaiH 
tage:  but  it  should  always  be  recollected,  that  the  domestid 
dk^afls  constitute  the  primary  and  paramount  subjeet  of  • 
Local  Report. 

15.  The  benefits  derived  to  the  British  and  Fomigp  Bibia 
Society  from  the  practical  api^ication;  of  the  system  delaiie4 
in  the  preceding  jiagesi  cannot  be  better  described  ^laA  ifk 
the  &Ilowiiig  extract  from  the  Twelfth  Repovt;*-  .   . 

*^  The  Auxiliarj  Societies  have  justified  their  claim  to  that  title,  in  thtf 
most  extensive  interpretation;  as,  independently  of  their  liberality  to  the 
Parent  Institution,  and  their  local  efficiency  in  distributing  the  Scriptures, 
they  have  contributed,  by  their  influence  and  example,  to  excite  an  atten- 
tion to  the  establishment  of  other  Auxiliaries,  of  Branch  Societies,  and  of 
Bible  Associations— the  whose  exhibiting  a  system  of  benevolent  co^pention 
for  the  best  end,  and  through  the  purest  means.  By  these  gradations  the 
lowest  orders  of  society  become  connected  with  the  highest  in  one  great 
work  of  Christian  charity ;  and  the  bounty  of  all,  accumulated  into  one 
stream,  is  again  poured  fortii,  to  enrich  the  spots  from  which  it  flowed,  or  to 
fertilize  the  barren  tracts  of  distant  regions." 

But  unportant  as  are  these  advantages,  there  are  other 
pounds  on  which  the  Auxiliary  System  may  confidently  rest 
Its  appeal  to  the  countenance  of  the  wise  and  good,  while 
they  furnish  matter  at  this  eventful  crisis  for  deep  and  so* 
lemn  reflection.  These  have  been  described  by  the  Com- 
mittee, at  the  close  of  their  Sixteenth  Report,  in  a  manner 
which  justifies  the  selection  of  the  passage  as  an  appropriate 
conclusion  of  this  Chapter : — 

"  Nor  will  it  fiiil  to  have  struck  the  members  of  the  So- 
ciety, while  attending  to  the  transactions  of  the  year,  how 
greatly  the  Institution  has  strengthened  its  claims  to  the  vene- 
ration and  support  of  the  Christian  public,  by  the  increased 
evidence  of  its  usefulness  in  cherishing  the  growth  of  vital 
religion,  and  thereby  promoting  the  happiness  of  individuals 
and  the  best  interests  of  the  community.  The  craving  desires 
which  have  been  expressed  for  the  word  of  God,  and  the 
thankfulness  which  has  been  uttered  when  this  desire  has 
b^n  gratified,  have  been  uniformly  associated  with  those 
principles  and  feelings  on  which  are  founded  loyalty  and 
contentment,  subjection  to  Principalities  and  Powers  for  con- 
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■deuce  sake,  and  a  quiet  and*  peaceable  demeanour  in  all 
godliness  and  honesty.  Nor  would  your  Commifttoe  stand 
excuaed  to  themselves,  if  they  were  to  omit  to  remark  how 
strikingly  the  truth  of  this  obseryation  has  been  illustrated  in 
the  conduct  of  the  Society's  Domestic  Auxiliariesi  during 
the  trial  through  which  they  have  recently  passed.  While 
Infidelity  has  been  lifting  up  her  audacious  front,  and  utter- 
ing her  many  blasphemies  ;  while  her  adherents  have  been 
labouring  with  infiuiuated  seal  to  detach  the  labouring  classes 
of  the  community  from  their  allegiance  to  the  Bible,  the  So- 
cieties and  Associations  in  connexion  with  your  Institution 
lenuuned  steady  to  Aeir  engagements;  and  bore,  at  their 
anniversaries,  an  unshrinking  testimony  to  the  trudi  and  ex- 
cellence of  that  WORD  which  no  calumnies  will  be  able  to  de- 
pceciat^  and  no  violence  to  destroy.** . 


SOT 


CHAP.  III. 


BIBLE    ASSOCIATIONS 

(CONDUCTED  BY  OESTLBMSJf), 
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PRELIMINARY  OBSERVATIONS. 

The  system  of  Bible  ABSociations  has  now  been  in  operation, 
fi>r  more  than  eij^t  years :  the  results  are  before  the  public  ^ 
and  the  general  opinion  of  their  importance  is  manifested  by 
the  establishment  of  more  than  one  thousand  of  these  interest^ 
ing  institutions^  and  the  progressive  increase  of  their  num<-. 
ber.  We  are  justified,  therefore,  in  considering  their  eflfects 
with  that  attention  which  a  national  object  demands :  and  as 
these  efiects  are  naturally  connected  with  the  developemenl^ 
of  the  systenn,  a  few  general  remarks,  on  the  tendency  d^ 
Bible  Associations,  will  not  be  considered  out  of  place  in  a 
work  of  this  nature.  It  is  a  prevalent,  but  most  erroneous 
oinnion,  that  the  end  of  these  assodalions  is  attained  when 
the  local  wants  of  the  poor  are  supplied ;  and  that  the  efforts 
of  benevolence  and  the  visits  of  mercy  xdaj  then  cease,  with-^ 
out  injury  to  the  cause,  or  an  abatement  of  that  interest  which 
had  been  excited  throughout  the  ma^s  of  the  community. 
Such  a  sentiment,  in  the  author's  view,  of  the  subject,  strikeai 
at  the  vitality  of  the  Bible  Society,  to  which  the  permanency 
of  Bible  Associations  appears  to  him  to  be  as  essential  as 
that  of  any  other  portion  of  the  Auxiliary  System. 

But  the  consequences  of  this  impression  appear  yet  more  un- 
&vourable  in  another  point  of  view.  In  direct  proportion  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  labouring  classes  acquired  by  those  in 
the  superior  ranks  of  society,  and  to  the  benevolent  interest 
and  prudent  attention  manifested  towards  them,  will  the 
frame  of  civil  society  be  strengthened  and  maintained.  The 
rich  will  feel  for  the  poor,  and  the  poor  will  be  mtefiil  and 
respectful  to  the  rich.  There  are  a  thousand  kind  offices 
that  each  may  render  to  the  other,  but  of  which  both  have 
been  deprived  by  mutual  ignorance  and  distrust.  Is  it  not 
evident,  that  the  cessation  of  those  kind  visits  and  inquiries 
which  originated  with  the  Bible  Association,  will  induce  a 
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beGef  that  a  merely  temporary  motive  influenced  them?  And 
will  not  the  interest  felt  by  the  afia^iH  in  the  welfare  and 
happiness  of  the  poor  gradually  decay,  if  that  which  has 
nourished  it  be  withheld  ?  .  To  render  real  assistance  to  the 
poor,  by  instructing  them  how  to  assist  themselves,  you  must 
not  only  acquire  bat  retain  their  confidence ;  and  this  can  be 
done  by  steady  perseverance  alone.  The  various  ranks  of 
society  may  be  compared  to  the  inequalities  of  the  earth — 
die  streams 'gush  forth  from  the  hills,  that  they  may  fertilize 
the  vaUeys :  yet  it  is  not  the  wintry  mountain-torrent,  rushing 
impetuously  from  its  transient  source,  that  gives  verdure  to 
the  fields;  but  the  brooks,  whose  fountains  are  perennial,  and 
whose  waters  overflow  at  their  appointed  seasons.  It  has 
been  asked  by  an  able  and  eloquent  writer,*  in  reference  to 
Ais  subject:  <*  What^  after  all,  is  the  best  method  of  pr<^ 
viding  for  the  secular  necessities  of  the  noor  ?  Is  it  by  la-^ 
bouring  to  meet  the  necessity  after  it  has  occmred,  or  hy 
labouring  to  estlMish  a  principle  and  a  babk  which  would  g9 
Ikr  to  previent  its  existence?"  To  this  important  question 
die  answer  is  obvious—^*  If  you  wish  to  extmguish  poverty, 
eombat  widi  H  in  its  first  elements.  If  yott  confine  your  be- 
ideficence  to  the  relief  of  actual  poverty,  you  do  nodiing. 
Dry  up,  if  possible,  the  spring  offpoverty ;  for  every  attempt  to 
intercept  uie  running  stream  has  totally  Med.'*  That  it  U 
Hbe  tendency  of  BiMe  AssociatioiiB,  m  connexion  witib  ol^t* 
akdmiraUe  institutions,  to  effect  this  great  object,  we  have  #le 
most  ample  and  unequivocal  evidence.  Education  hem  ImA 
ihe  gi^ound-work ;  but  edncatioft  is  an  evil  rather  thaki  a  goffi: 
if  cprrect  principles  of  action  lie  not  instilled  and  enfifrdedl 
From  the  BitaE  alone  can  these  be  derived ;  and  hence  wh 
have  an  increased  motive  to  exertion.  The  poor,  taught  by* 
the  visits  of  the  collectors  how  they  may  acquire  a  Bible  at 
a  sacrifice  that  is  scarcely  felt  even  1>y  the  mo^  indfgen^ 
^adlv  embi*ace  the  opportunity.  Gratified  by  Ae  regular 
Weekly  calls  of  thdr  superiors,  they  endeavour  to  render  their 
humble  abodes  more  cleanly  and  attractive! — the  eSoTt  is 
liotik^d  with  approbation,  and  comparative  comfort  and  orde¥ 
ate  enjoyed.  The  husband  and  the  father  no  longer  spends 
his  evenings  from  his  femily ; — ^be  begins  to  taste  the*  pleasnres 
of  home ;  s^  to  consider  whether  his  weekly  eammgs  may  not 
he  move  profitably  eirpended  than  in  sensual  and  degrac&ig 
|)ursruits.     The  expected  Bible  is  at  length  obtained, — Ae 

*  Dr.  Oialmers,  in  his  admfnble  iiamphlet  entitled  «'  Th«  iiiStlcnce  at  BM4 
•xlsikiott  thft  tiXDiMnL  accaailito  of  eke  po^r/' 
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perusal  of  it  confirnM  the  habits  recently  acquired,  and  they 
gradually  attain  the  force  of  principles.  He  finds  he  is  abfe 
to  lay  by  a  portion  of  his  weekly  gains;  and  cheerfully  devotet 
the  J|r8t^fruit8  of  his  increase  to  that  cause  which  he  has 
foundto  be  a  blea^g.  The  visits  of  the  collectors  are  coiV' 
sequently  continued  regularly,  their  advice  is  solicited,  and 
die  Savings'  Bank  is  recommended  as  a  secure  deposito^  for 
the  newly-formed  basis  of  future  independence.  Here  is  the 
natural  progress  of  the  system,  not  drawn  by  the  pencil  of 
imagiiiation,  but  indited  by  truth.  In  numerous  cases  the 
poor  have  acknowledged/  that,  although  they  cooiceived  at 
first  it  would  be  difficult  to  spare  the  requisite  subscription, 
tbey  were  soon  convinced  of  their  error ; — that  in  endeavour- 
ing to  save  one  penny  a  week,  they  acquired  habits  of  systeiii 
and  economy;  — and  that,  by  perseverance  in  those  habits^ 
they  speedily  found  themselves  placed  in  comparatively 
easy  drcumstances.  To  increase  the  comforts,  harmonisse  tfii 
aHfeeiaoiis,  «nd  giv«  a  moral  feeling  to  die  character  and 
(lursuits  of  the  poor,  n^u^t  afford  pure  and'unnungled  plea*- 
mne ;  but  to  accomplish  this  without  inflicting  the  sense  oiP 
obUgBticfDf  and  by  their  own  agency  alone,  enhances  the  8»- 
tiifiMstioii»  while  it  iliereases  the  effect* 

SECTION  I. 

OWGIK  OS?  BIBLe  ASSOCIATtOm. 

1.  He  who  would  trace  the  History  of  the  British  and 
foreign  Bible  Society  should  keep  steadily  in  view  the  first 
principles  of  this  remarkable  institution.  Uniting  the  afiec- 
tions  and  securing  the  co-operation  of  the  members  of  sdl 
ilenominations  of  professing  Christians,  the  energies  and  the 
itbilhies  of  all  have  been  called  into  exercise ;  and  many  indir 
^dduals,  whose  retired  habits  had  long  concealed  them  froip 
the  public  eye,*  having  been  attracted  by  the  importance  and 

Eurity  of  the  design,  have  here  found  a  centre  whence  their 
en^vblen^e  might  expand,  while  their  various  talents  were 
directed  to  the  attainment  of  the  highest  object  of  human  pur- 
suit— the  glory  of  their  Creator,  and  the  happiness  of  man. 
Among  those  individuals  was  Kichard  Phillips,  Esq.,  to 
whom  aSusion  has  already  been  made  in  die  preceding 
chapter,  tod  to  whom  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society 
fa  indebted  for  the  regulations  which  have  given  order  and 
^ciency  to  its  Auxiliaries.  But  it  is  in  reference  to  the  par- 
ticular sabje(it  6tt  which  we  are  now  entering,  that  he  po^ 
ietsei  a  peculiar  claim  to  the  gratitude  of^  his  country  and  of 
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mankind.  Auxiliary  Societies  had  succeeded  in  awakeiiing 
an  interest  in  the  more  affluent  orders  of  the  comiimnityy  and 
in  disseminating  information  relative  to  the  object  and  design 
of  the  institution ;  but  little  had  hitherto  been  effect^  to- 
wards die  extension  of  this  interest  throoghoul  the  great 
mass  of  our  population.  Partial  and  unconnected  effbrto  had, 
indeed,  been  made  in  some  few  places,  by  benevolent  indivi- 
duals ;  but  nothing  seems  to  have  been  contemplated,  far  lesa 
attempted,  on  a  sme  commensurate  with  the  acknowledged 
importance  of  the  object,  or  on  a  plan  calculated  to  insure 
stability  and  permanence. 

2.  In  the  summer  of  1811,  Mr.  Phillips  had  an  opporttmity 
of  witnessing  the  mode  generally  adopted  by  the  Auxiliary 
Societies  then  establish^,  for  circulating  the  BiUes  and 
Testaments  received  from  the  Parent  Institution,  and'waa 
speedily  convinced  of  its  inexpediency.  In  pursuing  ^  train 
of  reflections  attendant  on  this  conviction,  and  in  contemplat- 
ing the  destitute  state  of  our  own  population,  he  perceived 
the  insufficiency  of  the  means  thus  provided  for  ascertaining 
the  extent  of  the  deficiency,  and  providihg  an  adeq|l]ate 
supply.  To  a  mind  constituted  like  his,  the  diaciivery  of  urn 
evil  is  a  sufficient  motive  to  seek  a  remedy.  He  concaved 
it  possible  to  inierest  the  poor  themselves ;  to  create  a  desire 
for  that  sacred  treasure  which  so  many  thousands  of  thev 
had  never  possessed;  and  to  liberate  the  funds  of  the  Auxi- 
liary Societies  for  the  general  object,  while  the  home  snpply 
should  be  more  effectually  secured,  in  a  manner  calculate  to 
enhance  the  value  of  the  sacred  volume. 

To  realise  the  prospect  which  had  thus  opened  to  his  view, 
this  Founder  of  Biole  Associations  immediately  prepared  a 
Code'ofRules  for  their  government,  and  introduced  a  provi- 
sion for 'their' establishment  in  the  regulations  he  had  em«» 
bodied  for  Auxiliary  and  Branch  Societies.  Those  admirable 
measures  constitute  the  ground-work  of  every  subsequent 
proceeding,  and  the  basis  of  that  system  which  has  ahn^ady 
produced  such  astonishing  effects  in  our  own  country,  and 
promises,  in  its  ultimate  results,  to  be  a  blessing^  to  the  world. 
This  Code  of  Rules  was  originally  prepared  in  the  autumn 
of  1811,  and 'was  unanimously  approved,  and  recommended 
for  general  adoption,  by  the  Committee  of  the  Parent  Institu- 
tion in  the  spring  of  1812.  The  very  few  alterations  which 
the  experience  of  nine  years  has  suggested  in  these  regular 
tions,  afford  the  best  evidence  of  their  adaptation  to  the'  &»d 
designed. 


•SCT.  I.]  OUCMQI  or  raUJB  AiSOCIATIONS.  21 1 

Fiiit  Bible  Awiociatioim  Ibnned  at  High  Wjoombe  and  DarlingtoxL 


SL  The  Bible  Assooiatioiis  of  High  Wycombe  in  Buck- 
inghamshire, and  of  Darlington  in  the  county  of  Durbun, 
appear  to  have  been,  the  first  that  were  established  on  me- 
modical  principles.*  But  the  introduction  of  the  system  in 
'S0UTHWARK9  and  the  invention  and  adoption  of  those  minor 
deteils  that  gave  fiu^iUty  to  its  appUcation,  led  to  results  so  fiir 
surpassmg  aU  previous  calculations  as  to  demand  especial 
notice.  The  practical  illustration  of  tiie  system,  as  exhibited 
in  tiiis  populous  district,  may  b6  considered  the  primary  cause 
of  diat  extensive  success  which  has  attended  its  adoption 
throughout  the  empira  The  force  of  example  was  here 
aupeiadded  to  the  lessons  of  benevolence  and  vnsdomi  and 
both  combined  became  resistless. 

* 
*  4k  About  the  dose  of  the  year  1811,  the  idea  of  forming 
an  Auxiliary  BiUe  Society  in  Soutixwark  was  first  suggestea 
Hitherto,  no  establishment  of  this  description  had  baen  con- 
iemplated  la  ihe  metropolis;  and  it  is  a  gratifying  reflection, 
that  the  idea  was  origmally  communicated  in  the  course  c^ 
jk  casutfl  conversation  with  Mr.  Phillips.  -  The  only  apparent 
diftmlty  arose  fimm  the  proxinuty  or  the  seat  of  die  Parent 
'bstitution,  fand  the  consequent  belief  tiiat  tiie  necessity  for 
the  propoaed  establishment,  so  £ur  as  regarded  the  home  sup- 
.}dy,  had  been  superseded.  To  meet  this  objection,  by  as« 
C^rtaimng  how  £ur  it  was  well-founded,  it  appeared  desirable 
to  investigate  the  &iCt  by  extensive  personal  mquiry.  During 
the  succeeding  winter,  the  author  visited  more  than  two 
diousand  fiumfies  in  tins  crowded  portion  of  the  capital; 
and,  with  respect  to  the  immediate  object  of  inquiry,  the 
result  was  painfiiUy  corroborative  of  previous  opinions— con- 
siderably more  than  one-half  being  found  destitute  of  the  holy 
scriptures.  But  it  is  in  reference  to  anotiier  subject  that  this 
allusion  is  made.  In  the  course  of  these  visits,  a  high  degree 
of  satiation  was  experienced,  in  witnessmg  many  instances 
of  grateful  sensibility  and  disinterested  benevolence,  even 
where  it  might  have  been  supposed  that  provision  for  the 
daOy  vrants  of  life  must  absorb  every  other  consideration. 
We  are  too  apt  to  complain  of  the  selfishness  of  tiie  labouring 


•  It  tbodia  be  stated,  ttwt  thto  dbMrnition  it  mede  in  nfcrcnet  to  the  nilee 
derieed  by  Mr.  JPhUlipi.  The  remarkeble  initaiicet  of  the  SHsrrnu>  Javcmle 
IKble  Society,  cttablifhed  in  the  year  1804,  without  any  knowledge  of  the  ex- 
gilimi  III  qf  the  Qritiih  and  Foreign  Bible  Society ;  and  of  the  ABKannir  Fenndt 
tefaato*  Society;  wiU  be  more  distinctly  coniidcnd  in  Chap*  VII^ 
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classes,  and  to  exaggerate  the  eflfects  of  penury  upon  tii^ 
jiearts ;  but  it  does  not  always 

^'  Freeze  the  genial  current  of  the  souls'* 

and  nesrer  can  it  be  forgotten  by  the  audioTy  that  h  iraa  tti 
liiese  visits  he  finst  conceived  it  passible  to  lealiae  the  moilt 
glowing  visions  of  philanthropy ;— Ho  direct  the  rays  of  meicf 
on  the  obscure  abodes  of  povi^ty ;  and,  when  they  had  iUo- 
uinated  the  narrow  walls,  and  chefioed  £he  awakened  inmate, 
to  reflect  them  back  on  distant  and  benighted  laada.  Not 
only  was  the  greatest  willingness  mamfeated  to  subscribe  Sat 
Bibles,  and.  £e  most  cordial  gratitude  expressed;  bui^  Ja 
numerous  instances,  individuals  who  wese  jdesttote  meet 
pointed  out  by  their  poor  neighbours,  and  money  importu- 
>iately  ottered  to  assist  in  their  supply  e  and  when  die  slate 
4if  foreign  and  heathen  countries  was  occasionally  deaciibMl, 
-the  glowing  cheek  and  the  moistened  eye  var«ly  fiuled  to 
bear  testimony  to  the  interest  excited^  in  belialf  of  miffiona  of 
whom  they  had  never  previously  beard.  The  Genend  Meet- 
ing, convened  for  ihe  establishment  of  the  SoudMrark  Socie^, 
was  not  calculated  to  remove  or  ^es&^n  these  inpresaicms. 
The  almost  prophetic  language  of  the  lamented  Usmr 
THORNToy,  Esq.  in  allusion  to  those  ^'visits  to  the  pooi^ 
which  seem  to  connect  them  with  their  superiors,  and  to  ppo^ 
duce  a  feeling  of  mutual  regard  and  general  phiHnlhnyy^ 
was  foHowed  by  that  masteriy  expoijtion  of  dlie  taidency  of 
'Bible  Associaitionsi  which  has  identified  Vretesaat  DmALTviP 
Hf  idi  the  early  history  pf  these  important  institutions. 

.  5.  Tl;ie  district  embraced  by  the  Southwark  Spdet^  (ffovair 
prises  a  population  eq^ceedincr  150,000  souls*  Scarcejj  liacl 
^e  Committee  comjpouenced  ^yeir  labours,  w|i^n  it  becain^ 
evident  that  the  time  an4  a^ttentiQi^  wkick  could  be  d;^y9l^ 
by  thirty  or  forty  ixldivid^als,  ^nguged  in  the  active  duties  c^ 
professional  and  commercial  li(e,  must  1^  utterly  ina^^qpali^ 
to  tljie  (^e  investigation  of  t^e  state  of  dpe  poor,  so  as  tp 
.ascertain  the  extent  of  tl^e  deficiency  and  the  best  nv>df  ^ 
supply.  Bi|t  ^I^e  very  limited  degree  gf  experience  tl^ 
established  this  fact  had  likewise  confirmed  anotner — ^by  prov- 
ing the  readiness  of  the  labouring  classes  to  assist,  not  tudy 
.  in  supplying  themselves,  but  others,  were  a  prpper  medium 

'■  ■  -  '  ■"  '  '  .      ..'■         . ! —I — >- 

.  •  Now  Rector  of  Clapbam.  The  address  alluded  to.  extended  and  tendered 
more  general,  now  forms  that  admirable  paper,  entitie^,  "  The  AdYiutaj^ea^** 
which  constiiuies  ]MFo.  VJL  of  the  Appendix.  *    •' 
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Iiit|yttyveifl^nt  of  the  system  ^by  the  introduetion  of  By-Laws. 

mr ■  ,,        ,  ■       I  ■      ■  ,, 

pmitt^  (iirbn^  ^hich  tfris  disposition  might  be  grat^edi 
The  seAafjeNot  6?  Bibte  Associationsr  was  thus  brought  more 
dtetincdy  uiAlef  ^e  considieration  of  the  Committee ;  and  the 
By-Laws  contained  in  the  precedine  chapter  were  framed 
with  a  view  to  this  precise  object  The  ground  having  been 
Mfifrked  out  for  Twelve  Associations,  and  the  Committee  of 
die  Aujdiiary  Society  divided  into  the  same  number  of  Dis- 
llrict' Committees,  attached  respectively  to  e^ch,  and  desig- 
niitied  accordingly,  a  supply  of  the  various  minor  publications, 
diat  have  so  essentially  contributed  to  the  success  of  the 
institution,  Was  placed  in  their  hands  for  circulation;  and 
they  were  particularly  instructed  to  report,  monthly,  the  pro- 
gress of  the  measures  adopted. 

&  In-  thin  stage  of  die  business,  it  became  necessairy  to 
ezamiiie  with  more  scrupulous  attention  the  Rules  recent 
fliended  for^adoption  by  this  Patient  Society ;  and  some  requi« 
•ite  alterations' were  made  in  them.  But  the  consideration  of 
thia  subject  involved  another.  Admirably  suited  to  the  ob^ 
ject  as  were  these  Regulations,  it  was  evident  that  something 
more  was  necessary,  in  order  to  direct  their  practical  applica^ 
fkm;  and  it  devolved  (mi  the  author,  in  his  official  capacity^ 
to  prepare  a  code  of  By-Laws,  which  was  subsequently 
adopted  by  the  Committees  of  the' respective  Assoetations.— » 
The  only  merit  these  regulations  possess,  is  derived  from  th^ 
rules  wbepeon  they  are  founded,  and  the  tendency  of  which 
they  arededigiied  to  explain;  but  without  them  it  was  found 
impossible  to  conduct  the  executive  details  in  an  orderly  and 
ayatematic  ilumner.  These  Rules  and  By-Laws,  with  Speci* 
mens  of  the  various  Books  and  Papers  required  by  Bible 
Associlrtions,  will  be  found  in  the  following  pages ;  and  such 
obseryiftions  are^  introduced  as  appeared  necessary,  in  order 
to^ve  a  dear  and  connected  view  of  the  subject 

7.  In  the  application  of  those  means  to  the  local  circum^ 
stances  of  South wark,  peculiar  delicacy  was  requisite*  It  was 
the  first  attempt  on  a  scale  of  magnitude :  the  machinery  had 
hitherto  been  untried ;  and  its  failure  in  this  instance  would, 
in  ali  probability,  have  long  deterred  the  advocates  of  the 
cd.txse  frotti  making  an  attempt  to  introduce  it  elsewhere.  But, 
oTf  the  other  hand,  the  value  of  the  object  justijSed  the  risk. 
Tlie  Auxiliary  Society  had  already  interested  such  of  the 
UTore  affluent  inhabitants  as  were  willing  to  support  this  noble 
cause ;  but  something  was  yet  required,  which  should  call 
forth  the  dormant  energies,  and  excite  the  affections  of  the 
great  body    of  the   population — of  those,  whose  example 
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would  prove  resistlests,  if  exhibited  on  the  side  of  virtue ;  and 
who,  while  they  receive  the  greater  share  of  benefit  themselves* 
give,  by  their  individual  and  combmed  ezerticiuf»  the  hmkcsI 
tone  and  feeling  to  the  country. 

8.  Thatihe  destitute  fiunilies  in  Southwark  covU  have  been 
supplied  with  the  holy  scriptures  without  the  adoption  of 

those  means,    is  not   denied,   though  it  may  admit  .of  a 
doubt; — ^but  it  is  unquestionable,  that  many  years  must  have 

Previously  elapsed,  and  a  degree  of  zeal  and  perseverance 
eyond  what  we  generally  witness  must  have  cnaracterized 
the  a^nts  employed.  This  however  is  not  the  question;— ^a 
gratuitous  distribution  could  not  satisfy  the  minds  of  those  who 
wished  to  counteract  the  degrading  influence  of  Pauperism, 
to  check  the  progress  of  Infidelity,  and  to  extend  the  empire 
of  Religion^  and  Morality.  They  beheld  in  this  unfolding 
system  a  moral  engine  of  incalculable  power,  but  which  could 
lie  employed  only  on  the  side  of  Virtue.    The  spring  that 

Sovemed  its  movements  was  the  Bible; — the  power  that 
irected  their  application  was  Christian  Charity.  To  bring, 
the  rich  in  contact  with  the  poor,  in  a  manner  peculiarly  cfl£ 
culated  to  increase  the  knowledge  and  promote  the  interests 
of  both; — ^to  direct  the  footsteps  of  Benevolence  into  diose 
obscure  lanes  and  alleys  whose  inhabitants  had  rarely  been 
beheld  by  their  superiors,  except  in  the  casual  light  Aat 
Cluuity  shed  upon  ttieir  miseries,  or  the  stronger  ghire  that 
Justice  flashed  upon  their  crimes ; — ^to  raise  the  sinking  spirit 
of  honest  independence  firom  the  degradation  of  >  abject  and 
sensual  addiction,  and  elevate  the  tone  of  moral  feefing  by 
giving  it  a  just  and  Christian  direction — these  were  die  coin 
siderations  that  incited  hope ;  these  were  the  prospects  that  ap- 
peared worthy  of  steady  and  persevering  pursuit.  Here,  if 
H£  vouchsafed  His  blessing  who  can  alone  command  success,* 
that  success  would  be  the  best  reward ;  and  if  the  efibrt 
failed,  the  consciousness  of  an  upright  motive  would  at  least 
acquit 

9.  Nor  were  these  the  only  incitements.  The  "signs  of 
/A^/ttnes**  appeared,  as  now,  portentous — "Meris  hearts  Jailing 
them  for  fear  ;"  and  something  was  required  that  shoiJd  erect 
a  secure  mound  wainst  the  tide  of  infidelity  and  the  waves  of 
licentiousness*  Of  what  materiiJs  could  that  safeguard  be 
composed,  if  the  Bible  proved  insufficient  to  stem  the  tor- 
rent? What  voice  could  lead  the  poor  man  to  die  path  of 
peace  and  safety,  if  that  of  sympathy  and  kindness  from  the 
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lips  of  his  superiors  proved  ineffectual?  What  footsteps 
would  be  welcome  at  his  humble  door,  if  those  of  JHkrcy  and 
Geptleness  and  Benevolence  were  repelled  ? 

10.  Influenced  by  these  considerations,  and  animated  by 
<bese  hopes,  the  Committee  of  the  Southwark  Society  entered 
#n  their  new  and  arduous  duties.  In  the  pursuit  of  their  object 
«iany  iinpediments  were  presented ;  but  fully  appreciating  its 
importance,  and  confident  of  ultimate  success,  they  steadily  per- 
aeveied,  and  at  their  Second  Annual  Meeting  had  the  un- 
speakable satisfaction .  to  report  the  full  completion  of  their, 
dearest  wishes :  they  beheld  the  whole  of  their  extensive  dis- 
trict divided  and  enclosed ;  the  boundaries  of  each  allotment 
defined ;  the  mode  of  cultivation  agreed  on,  and  practically  pur- 
sued ; — above  all,  they  beheld  competent  and  voluntary  nus- 
bandmen  resident  on  the  soil  and  acquainted  with  its  nature ; 
and  they  rejoiced  in  the  anticipation  of  that  day,  when  the 
^  wUdemess  and  the  solitary  place  should  be  glad  for  ihem,  and 
ihe  desert  should  rgoke  and  blossom  as  the  rose/* 

1 1.  These  hopes,  sanguine  as  diey  were,  have  been  realized 
to  their  utmost  extent  Whether  the  effects  jMt>duced  be 
considered  in  a  moral  or  pecuniary  point  of  view,  and  whether 
we  contemplate  the  direct  or  collateral  advantages  of  the  sys- 
tem, the  results  have  been  equally  gratifying :  they  have  a& 
forded  the  most  delightful  recompence  to  those  on  whom  the 
labour  and  the  responsibility  devolved ;  and  they  have  evi- 
dently satisfied  the  public  mind  on  this  important  subject 
Although  it  does  not  comport  with  the  design  of  this  work 
to  enter  into  a  detailed  statement  of  the  moral  effects  result^ 
ing  from  these  institutions,  many  evidences  of  their  existence 
wul  be .  found  interspersed  throughout  the  following  pages. 
The  following  statement  of  pecuniary  results  in  Southwark^ 
unexaqipled  as  they  are,  is  introduced  rather  as  a  proof  of  the 
interest  excited  and  steadily  maintained,  than  as  affording  an 
incentive  to  similar  exertion: — ^this  will  be  found  in  higher 
and  infinitely  more  important  considerations. 


f IG  BIBLE  AttOOrATieNft  CaVDVCTE^  BVGBKTLXMBN.  TcSAF^IIt^ 

Absbvct  of  Pecnnimy  Results  in  SouUnrark. 


Abstract  0/  ^A^  Rtsultt  of  the 
to  the  Z\tt 


Twelve  Assoc^tioks  of  SouTHWAitx^ 
of  March  1820. 


NAME  OF  ASSOCIATION. 


»il>I«^  &  T«tb.  received. 


Bibles.   T»Um.    Total. 


Amount  paid 

to  the 

Aaxiliary  Society 


Surrey  Chapel 

I^est-Ijuie  Chapel  .... 
St  John  ind  Bermondsej 
St  Saviour  and  St  Thomas  . 

8t  Geoige 

Newington 

Lower  Rotherhithe  .... 
Upper  Rotherhithe  .... 
Lambeth  (South)     .    .    .    . 

Christ  Church 

St  Clave 

Lambeth  (North)      •    .    .    . 

Total 


4705 

498 

8542 

1831 

S618 

2000 

464 

679 

2069 

1068 

478 

1^3 


20,085 


4611 
74 
855 
376 
595 
636 
214 
156 
3312 
136 
120 
288 


9316 

502 

3397 

2207 

3213 

2636 

678 

835 

2401 

1204 

598 

1491 


£. 

2115. 

251. 
1366. 

991. 
1630. 
1480. 

SOB. 

709. 
1354. 
1037. 

504. 

839. 


0.  0 
12.  1 
0.10 

18.   61 


16 
12 

6 

1 
18 

0. 
14 
11.11 


8393 


28,478 


12,589.11.10 


Abstsact  of  ike  Accocitts   of  the  Soutbwaek  AxroLUXT  Sooibty, 
10  ike  Slei  of  March  1890. 

Total  Amount  received  was    .    .    .' dP'l 8^786  •  18-.    0 

Of  this  sum  the  Twelve  Associations  have  contributed, 

as  above  sUted £.12,589.11.10 

Total  Amount  paid  to  the  Ftoent  Society      ....     £.16,887.    0.    9 

Total  Number  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  issued  fioom  the  depoeitoxyx 
To  the  Associations,  as  above  stated     .    .    .     28,478 
Sold  to  Subscribers  at  reduced  prices,  aoeord^ 

ing  to  privilege       2,917 

Voted  gratuitously  for  the  supplj  of  Prisons, 

Hospitals,  &C. 327 

Total  number  of  Copies  issued  in  Eig^t  Years,  31,722 


In  the  following  sections,  the  mode  of  establishing  and  con- 
ductbig  a  Bible  Association,  as  pursued  in  Southwark,  and 
^iub8equently  adopted  throughout  the  other  districts  of  the 
Metropolis,  will  be  fully  ex^ined.    Such  improissments  aa 


Ruks  and  li^gulfttiont  origiiiaUy  ptepued  for  AMocUtioiifk 

have  been  suggested  by  experience  are  interwoven  with  thii^ 
detail,  wjiich  is  now  submitted,  under  a  hope  that  it  will  bef 
found  applicable,  either  wholly  or  in  part,  to  every  place 
"nherein  it  may  be  deemed  expedient  to  form  a  gentlemen's 

BIBLE  ASSOCIATION. 


SECTION  11. 

RULES  AND  REGULATIONS. 

1.  The  following  are  the  Rules  recommended  by  tliei 
F^cent  Committee  for  adoption,  at  meetings  conveiied  t«»r 
eit^blish  Bible  Associations: — 

I.  That  an  Aasooiatioii  be  formed  fov  the  pnrpoae  of  contributing  toward 
the  cirevUtioQ  of  the  holy  acripturea  without  note  or  comment,  partiau 
hariy  among  the  poor  of  this  neighbourhood;  and  that  it  be  denomitiated> 
the  Bible  Association  of ^ 

II.  That  every  Member  of  this  Association  subscribe  not  less  than  one 
penny  a  week  t  the  contributions  to  be  payable  quarteriy,  montMy,  or 
iceekiy,  at  the  option  of  the  aubscriben. 

III.  That  for  eyeiy  twenty-four  memben,  the  Connnittee  appoint  ai 
gratuitous  collector,  (or  that  office  may  be  filled  by  the  subscribers  in* 
rotation,  each  for  a  certain  period,)  to  receive  the  contributions,  who  shall 
pay  the  same  to  the  treasurer  early  in  every  month. 

IV.  That  the  business  of  the  Assodalion  be  under  the  management  of  a 
Treasurer,  a  Secrataryi  and  a  Committee,  consisting  of  —  other  > 
Mewbers;  and  that  the  Treasurer,  Secretary,  and  three-fourths  of  the  other' 
Members,^ who  have  most  freq^uently  attended  the  Committee,  shall. be. 
eligible  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Y.  That  the  Committee  meet  once  every  month,  or  oftener,  on  some  day 
to  be  fixed  by  thanyieives ;  and  that  •  should  form  a  quorum. 

VL  That  the  Committee  divide  this  neighbourhood  into  districts,  and 
appoint  a  Sub-Committee  for  each  district,  for  the  purpose  of  soliciting  sub- 
scrit^iggg  from,  jtbei  inhabitants  :theieo£ 

VII.  That  the  Committee  shall  make  it  their  business  to  inquire  whe- 
ther any  fiunilies  or  individuals  residing  within  its  sphere,  are  in  want  4>f 
Bibles  or  Testaments,  and  unable  to  procure  them ;  in  whidi  case  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  Committee  to  furnish  them  therewith  at  prime  cost,  or 
reduced  prices,  according  to  their  circumstances. 

Till.  That  the  ftmds  of  this  Association,  or  so  much  thereof  as  the  Com. 
mittee  shall  direct,  whether  arising  from  subscriptions,  donations,  or  the  sale 
of  Bibles  or  Testaments,  at  prime  cost  or  reduced  prices,  shall  £rom  time  to 
time  be  expended  in  the  purchase  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  at  prime  cost, 
ta  be  given  or  sold  among  tae  poor  of  this  neighbourhood,  as  before  directed ; 
and  that  the  remainder  of  such  funds  shall  be  remitted  to  the  Auxiliaiy 

Btble  Society  at ,  or  the  Branch  Bible  Sodetr  at  ■■,  in  aid 

of  its  benevolent  designs. 

IX.  Tlutt  ap^iaition  be  mide  by  the  Committee  to  the  Auxxliaiy  Bible 
Society  at ,  or  to  the  Branch  Bible  Society  at ,  for  per- 
mission to  lay  out  the  funds  of  this  Association,  in  purchasing,  at  the  depo* 
ailoty  of  the  said  Society,  Bibles  and  Testaments  at  the  cost  prices^ 

X.  Ttaait  a  (Se&enl  iieetxng  of  the  subscribers  be  held  at ^  the 

■     '■   **  in  each  yeas  (  when  the  accounts  (as  audited  by  the  Committee) 


mS  BIBLB  ASSOCIATtOHS  CONDUGTSD  BT  6EKTLEMEN.  [CHAP«IIX# 

Begulations  recommended  for  adoption  at  the  formation  of  BiUe  Aaaodationa* 

S^BaB=SE=3SS=S=3BB^S^B=^SSSSaBSSSS=SSSS=S=S^BSBSSS^SBaa3SBSBa:^aBaBSaBSaSa» 

ahall  be  presented,  the  pruoeedinga  of  the  past  year  reported,  and  a  Uwf^. 
surer,  secretary,  and  — —  committee-men,  appointed. 

XI.  That  be  Treasurer, Secretaiy,  and  ^     ■■ 

Members  of  the  Committee  for  the  year  ensuing. 

'  XII.  That  subscriptions  and  donations  be  now  entered  into;  a^d  that  tliey 
be  also  receiTed  bj  the  treasurer,  secretaiy,  and  the  membera  .of  the  Com* 
mittee. 

2.  When  these  regulations  were  originaDy  issued^  they  ap- 
peared to  their  benevolent  projector  and  to  the  Parent  Com- 
mittee ftdly  adequate  to  the  end  designed ;  nor  could  any 
consideration  short  of  that  derived  from  experience  justify 
the  suggestion  of  any  material  alteration  in  their  provisions. 
It  mayhowever  be  safely  asserted,  that  the  Third  Ruk  io- 
volves  tiro  prinniplfiSj  the  advantages  of  which,  m  Iheir  prac- 
tical tendency,  are  more  than  questionable-^that  of  a  per-- 
sonalf  and  consequently  uncertain  sphere  of  exertion,  instead 
of  a  local  and  defined  district, — ^and  the  employment  of  indi- 
viduals, as  collectors,  who  are  not  members  of  the  Commiiiee* 
Nor  is  the  last  clause  of  the  same  Rule  less  objectionable;  the 
inexpediency  of  any  payments  to  the  treasurer,  except  in 
Committee,  being  sufficiently  obvious.  Besides  the  omission 
of  this  Rule,  several  alterations,  principally  with  a  view  to 
greater  perspicuity,  were  adopted  in  South wark;  all  die 
other  leading  provisions,  and  even  the  phraseology  of  the 
regulations  issued  by  the  Parent  Committee,  beipg  studiously 

8 reserved.  The  reader^  who  collates  tlie  following  Code  with 
lat  already  given  under  the  preceding  division  of  the  sec- 
tion, will  appreciate  the  very  few  discrepances,  and  make  his 
diection  accordingly. 

Resolutiovs  rtcommentUd  fir  adoptwn  at  Meetmgt  anemilhUd  fifr  ik^ 
Formation  of  Biblb  Associatioits. 

At  a  Meeting  of  several  friends  to  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society- 
^— —  in  the  Chair: 

KESOLVED, 

L  That  we  form  ourselTes  into  an  Association  in  comiezion  with  the 
liritish  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  through  the  medium  of  the  ■ 
Auxiliary  (or  Branch)  Bible  Society,*  for  the  purpose  of  contributing  to- 
wards  the  circulation  of  the  holy  scriptures  wiUiout  note  or  comment, 
particularly  among  the  poor  of  this  neighbourhood ;  and  that  it  be  denomi- 
nated the  Bible  Association  of . 

II.  That  every  person  subscribing  not  less  than  one  penny  a  week,  or 
making  a  donation  of  one  guinea  or  upwards  at  one  time,  shall  be  a  member 
of  this  Association.  The  contributions  to  be  paid  annually,  quarterly, 
monthly,  or  weekly,  at  the  option  of  the  subscriber. 

**  When  a  Bible  Association  is  formed  where  no  Auiiliary  or  Branch  Society 
exists,  the  first  part  of  the  resolution  should  conclude  thus:—-''  in  conoesioa  with 
the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society.*' 
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Beguklions  reoommended  fisr  adoption  at  the  finmatioa  of  Bible  Aaaodationiw 

III.  That  the  husineM  of  the  Aiworiatkm  be  under  the  mani^sement  of  a 
pendent,  treasurer,  three  secretaries,  and  a  committee,  consisting  of  not 
less  than  ■  ■  other  members,  eligible  for  re-election;  and  under  the 
patronage  of  such  other  honorary  members  as  the  sodetj  or  committed 
siiall  s^ct  and  obtain. 

IV.  That  the  Committee  shall  meet  once  every  m^th,  eir  olUner,  en* 
aonie  day  to  be  fixed  by  themselves ;  and  that  five  shall  be  a  quorum. 

V.  That  the  Committee  divide  this  neighbourhood  into  districts,  and 
appoint  collectors  from  among  their  own  members  for  each  district,  for  the 
purpose  of  soliciting  and  collecting  donations  and  subscriptions ;  and  that  these 
contributions  be  pud  to  the  treasurer,  at  the  Monthly  Committee  Meetings. . 

VI.  That  the  Committee  shall  make  it  their  business  to  inquire  whet^ 
any  fiunilies  or  individuals  residing  within  its  sphere  are  in  want  of  Bibles 
and  Testaments,  and  unable  to  procure  them ;  m  which  case  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Committee  to  furnish  them  therewith,  at  prime  oosC,  letfoeed 
prices,  or  gimtuitously,  according  to  their  circumstances 

VII.  That  the  funds  of  this  Association,  or  so  much  of  them  as  the  Cbuw 
mittee  shall  direct,  whether  ariainff  from  subscriptions,  donations,  or  the 
sale  of  Bibles  and  Testaments,  shall  from  time  to  time  be  expended  in  the 
purchase  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  at  prime  cost,  to  be  sold  or  given  among 
the  poor  of  this  neighbourhood,  as  before  directed,  until  they  shall  be  ade« 
quately  supplied  wiUi  the  holy  scriptures ;  in  which  case,  the  amount  of 

fiiture  subscriptioos  and  donations  shall  be  remitted  to  the Auzi- 

fiary  (or  Branch)  Bible  Society,  in  aid  of  the  general  object  of  the  British 
andFoieign  Bible  Society. 

Vm.  That  be  president  of  this  Association. 

IX.  That be  treasurer, secretaries,   and  the  following 

gentlemen  members  of  the  Committee  far  the  year  ensuing,  with  power 
to  add  to  their  number  i 

[Here/oUtw  the  MamM.] 

X.  That  a  oeneral  meeting  of  the  subscribers  be  held  on  the  ■-  ia 
— —  in  each  year,  when  the  accounts  (as  audited  by  the  Committee)  shaQ 
be  presented,  the  proceedings  of  the  past  year  reported^  and  a  treasurer, 
secretaries,  and  committee-men  appointed. 

XI.  That  a  copy  of  these  Resolutions,  signed  by  the  president,  be  sent  to 

the  Committee  of  the Auxiliary  (or  Branch)  Bible  Society,  with  a 

request  that  permission  be  granted  to  lay  out  the  funds  of  this  Association 
in  purchasing,  at  the  depository  of  the  said  society,  Bibln  and  Testamenta 
at  the  cost  prices. 


8.— OBSERVATIONS. 

Many  of  the  remarks  which  have  ahready  been  made  on  the 
Rules  of  an  Auxiliary  Society  {see  Chap.  11.  Section  II.  Third 
Division)  will  be  found  equally  applicable  to  those  of  a  Bible 
Association :  but  there  are  some  peculiarities  in  the  nature 
and  constitution  of  the  latter,  which  require  distinct  consider 
ration.  As  a  society  should  never  retun  any  rule  which  is 
not  carried  into  effect,  so  the  practical  meaning  and  tendency 
of  every  regulation  should  be  fully  and  clearly  understood 
by  those  who  are  appointed  to  conduct  the  business  of  thi6 
institution. 


BIBLE  ASSOGIAXIQm  COmmCTWai  BY  OCNTLEMEN.  [CHAKm^ 


Ohwrvmtlons  on  the  general  Aulesk-^Eztent  of  an  Aasodatian. 


'  b  Few  ciBGumstanoes  connected  with  this  subject  are 
more  important  than  the  extent  of  the  proposed  Association* 
As  a  general  rule^  it  may  be  safely  recommended,  that  the 
district  should  not  include  a  population  exceedifig  ten  or 
twelve  thousand ;  but  local  consideifations  will,  necessarily, 
induce  many  exceptions.  There  is  reason  to  fear,  that  in 
many  places,  and  especially  in  the  metropolis,  the  districts 
embraced  by  existing  Associations  are  too  ext^isive  to  be 
Kagulady  visited:  parochial  boundaries  have  usually  governed 
the  allotment;  and  where  parishes  are  of  moderate  size,  it  is 
difficult  to  conceive  a  more  definite  and  correct  line;  but 
when  the  extent  or  population  exceeds  a  certain  limit,  the 
parish  may  be  advantageously  divided,  as  in  the  case  of  Lam- 
bedi  and^  Rotherhithe  in  connexion  with  the  Southwark 
Society.  When  parishes  are  unusually  small,  and  do  not 
supply,  separately,  a  sufficient  number  of  collectors,  they  may 
be  beneficially  united ;  a  measure  of  which  the  same  exten- 
iive  diakriet  furnishes  more  tiian  one  example 

i  u.  The  First  Rule  contains  a  distinct  recognition  of  the 
single  object  of  the  institution,  which  should  always  be  k^ 
steadily  in  view.  In  addition  to  many  preceding  remarks  on 
this  important  subject,  it  may  not  be  altogether  unnecessary 
to  observe,  that  the  circulation  of  ''notes  and  comments**  in  a 
detached  form  is  equally  a  violation  of  the  great  principle  of 
tiiesociety,  as  if  they  were  bound  up  with  the  Bible. 

'  in.  It  is  extremely  desirable,  especially  in  the  commence- 
ment of'  an  Association,  that  the  greatest  caution  be  exercised 
in  the  sdection  of  the  Officers  a^  Committee.  Gentlemen 
who  possess  local  information  can  here  render  very  essential 
service,  by  their  advice  and  recommendations.  It  will  be  per- 
ceived that  the  Third  Rule  does  not  enjoin  any  limitation  to 
the  number  of  the  Committee,  while  it  enables  the  members 
to  secure  the  valuable  services  of  active  and  prudent  indivi- 
duals. In  reference  to  the  Fourth  Rule  it  should  be  observed, 
that  the  Quorum  should  be  considered  as  exclusive  of  the 
Officers. 

IV.  The  disadvantages  of  large  Associations  will  be  prac^ 
tically  felt,  in  complying  with  the  provision  of  the  Fifth  Knle: 
li  the  entire  dbtrict  be  extensive,  its  sub-diviilions  must  be 
proportionally  dilated ;  and  thus  the  design  of  the  establish-^ 
ment  will,  in  degree,  be  defeated.  The  active  members  of 
Mble  Associations  are,  generally,  selected  from  that  class  of 
society  to  which  die  value  of  time  is  best  known ;  and  if  the 
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No  Collector  should  be  empkajed  who  is  not  t  Member  of  the  Cemmittee. 

portion  required  by  their  new  and  interesting  engagement  Ink 

S eater  than  they  can,  with  perfect  convenience,  spare  froih 
eir  more  immediltte  duties,  it  is  evident  that  the  latter  must 
be  neglected :— on  the  other  hand,  the  weekly  honr  reserved 
lor  the  Association  will  be  found  insufficient  if  the  district  be 
extensive,  and  consequently  the  interests  of  the  society  musi 
tuflfer.  In  all  these  arrangements,  much  will  depend  on  locij 
iciroimistances;  but  experience  has  proved  the  inexpediency  of 
-indadinff  more  than  one  hundred  houses  in  any  one  district^ 
tnd  pema|is  the  unportant  purpose  in  view  would  be  Inor^ 
fiilly  answered,  especially  in  Country  Associations,  if  th^ 
were  reduced  to  a  moiety  of  this  number*  With  regard  to  the 
last  clause  of  this  Rule,  the  injudicious  practice  of  employing 
any  individuals  as  Collectors  who  are  not  members  of  the 
Committee,  has  been  already  adverted  to,  and  cannot  be  too 
strongly  deprecated  :-*-every  Collector  of  a  Bible  Association 
riionld  be  a  member  of  the  Committee ;  and,  if  possiMe,  eterw 
member  should  be  a  Colleetor.  The  practical  imp<»rt  of  Im 
and  other  regulations  will  be  more  fully  explained  in  tiretiext 
section,  which  treats  of  the  By-Laws ; — and  the  ditties  of  Col- 
lectors, in  reference  to  the  Sixth  Rule,  will  be  brought  und«r 
Tiew,  in  one  connected  series,  in  Chap.  VIIL 

▼.  mhe  twofold  oMect  of  the  Association  is  distincdy  reeogf- 
«!Ssed4n  the  Seventh  Rule. — The  Jirst  duty  is  the  home  supfdy ; 
but  in  proportion  as  this  is  discharged,  me  interest  in  the  ge- 
nentl  object,  and  the  desire  to  co-operate  in  its  attainment,  will 
extend.  It  is  one  of  the  most  happy  eflfects  of  Bible  Aaso- 
dations,  tlmt  tliey  excite  and  foster  a  spirit  of  Christian  bene- 
volence : — the  heart,  expanding  under  the  sacred  influenoej 
Bo^rs  beyond  the  narrow  confines  of  its  former  habits :  the 
blessings  diffused  within  the  limited  sphere  of  immediate  duty 
cannot  satbfy  its  desires :  these  take  a  wider  range :  the 
eternal  happiness  of  all  mankind  becomes  their  object ;  and 
•diey  long  to  ^iake  the  wings  of  the  morning,  and  Jly  to  the  uL 
termost  parts  of  the  earth.  The  feeling  tibus  excited  in  the 
mind  may  be  compared  to  the  pebble  cast  into  the  untroubled 
oeeap ;  the  first  circles  that  it  produces  are  seen  and  mark-* 
ed,  but  they  increase  in  number  and  in  magnitude  till  they  aca 
lost  in  the  boundless  expanse. 

Ti.  The  observations  whiph  have  been  submitted  on  the 
subject  of  General  Meetings  in  the  preceding  Chapters,  will 
W  fittwd  l0»|iply  generally ;  and  suca  fiurther  remarks  as  ^p* 
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•pear  necessary  will  be  introduced  in  Section  IV.  of  this 
Chapter.  The  Specimen  of  an  Annual  Report  of  a  Bible 
Association  will  be  included  in  Chap.  YII. 

vn.  In  fulfilling  the  duty  enjoined  by  Ae  Eleventh  Rule,  it  is 
recommended  that  the  Treasurer  and  Secretaries  be  deputed 
to  present  acopy  of  the  Rules  and  Regulations  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Auxiliary  (or  Branch)  Society.  The  bands  by  which 
diey  are  united  to  the  latter  will  thus  be  strengtiiened  ^  and  an 
opportunity  be  afforded  for  mutual  suggestions  and  expla- 
nations, by  which  the  future  proceedings  may  be  materially 
fiidUtated. 


SECTION  IIL 

BY-LAWS  OB  THK  GDmilTTSS. 

L  Hie  oiigiB  of  diese  legulationsj  and  their  importance  in 
iJiiectiiig  thepioceedings  of  the  Committee, have  been  advert- 
ed to  in  the  Freliminary  Observations  on  this  Chapter.  The 
fundamental  Rules  of  the  Institution,  as  detailed  in  the  ]»«- 
ceding  Secti<Ni,  clearly  define  the  nature  of  the  object  in  view: 
but  it  is  the  peculiar  design  of  the  By-Laws  to  point  out  the 
fMode  by  which  that  object  shall  be  attained;  and  it  may  be 
-safely  asserted,  that  in  no  case  has  a  Bible  Association  suc- 
ceeded, to  any  extent,  without  having  adopted  these  or  similar 
minor  regulations  for  the  government  of  its  executive  members. 

The  following  Code  is  recommended  with  confidence,  as 
•having  borne  the  test  of  experience ;  while  the  success  of  those 
Associations  by  which  it  has  been  adopted  sadsfiM^torily  de- 
monstrates its  efficiency. 

2.  Bt-Laws  re»umimded/nr  ade^im  <y  iht  CmmiiUu  •/  Bibls 

Ajsociatiows. 

I.  That  the  Committee  meet  at-; — ^  on  the  —  daj  in  every  month,  at  — 
d*clock  precisely. 

II.  As  Boon  as  a  quorum  is  present,  the  Chair  shall  he  taken  by  the  Preai. 
dent,  or  the  Treasurer,  or  in  their  absence  by  one  of  the  members  of  the 
Auxiliary  Committee.  If  no  one  of  these  gentlemen  be  present,  the  Ccm^. 
mittee  shall  appoint  a  person  to  the  Chair  from  among  themselves. 

^     III.  It  is  earnestly  requested  that  no  member  will  leave  the  room,  during 
the  sitting  of  the  Committee,  without  permission  from  the  Chair. 
I Y.  That  the  order  of  proceeding  shall  be, 
1.  To  call  over  the  names  of  the  Committee,  and  mark  off  thoae  who  are 

present 
%  To  read,  and  correct  or  confirm,  the  Minutes  of  the  preceding  meetti^ 

and  dispose  of  the  buainess  arising  therefrom. 
9.  To  caU  fin-  a  wzittea  report  tnm  the  Oolkcton  of  the  diMritfta,  In 
order. 
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Code  of  Bjt-Lbws  xeconunended  for  adoption. 

fci. '!■  '  .—-.1..  i"      '       »■      ■  ■■-,■■     ...saaaas^saaassaa^^^aaaea^ili^a^— 

4.  To  Teceive  the  Treasurer's  and  the  Cash  and  Bible   Saeietarier 

reports  of  the  state  of  the  iiinds,  and  of  the  receipts  and  delireriea 

of  Bibles    and  Testaments ;  with  anj  official  cimimunications  the 

secretaries  may  hare  to  make.— After  whU^  fk«sh  propositiona 

shall  be  taken  into  consideration. 

T.  The  sphere  of  this  Association    shall  be   divided  into  conTenient 

districts ;  to  each  6i  which  two  or  more  members  of  the  Committee  shall 

be  attached  as  Collector  who  shall  appoint  one  of  their  number  as  District 

Secretary,  and  apprise^ie  CoDunittoe  of  such  appointment  in  their  first 

Monthly  Report. 

YI.  When  any  district  is  not  represented  in  the  Committee,  nor  a  report 
p«sented  by  its  Collectors,  the  secretary  shall  be  dixected  to  remind  them^ 
by  letter,  of  their  omisAoo,  and  to  request  their  greater  regularity  in 
future. 

TIL  Nothing  shall  be  procured  for  the  use  of  this  Asndation,  nor  any 
bills  be  dischari^d^  without  a  regular  vote  of  the  Committee. 

VIII.  No  member  of  the  Committee  shall,  on  any  account,  be  pnd  Ibr 
his  services. 

rX.  The  Secretaries  shall  be  €s-tgieh  members  of  all  SubjCommittees. 

X.  The  Secretaries  shall  call  a  Special  Meeting  of  the  Conmiittee  on 

reeeiviiig  a  requisition,  ngned  by  any  five  «f  its  nieaihH%  orna^  db  wmmt^ 

their  own  authority  i  such  meeting  not  to  take  jdaoe  until  at  levt  tfan* 

^js  i^ler  the  date  Of  the  summons,  which  shall  specify  the  object  of  tfa» 


3X  The  Bible  Secretary  is  empowered  to  procure  Bibles  and  Testaments 
when  neoeasary ;  and  shall  report  to  the  Committee  every  month  the  state 
of  the  depository.  The  Cash  Secretary  shall  also  report  monthly  the*  state 
of  the  fiinds  of  the  Association. 

XII.  That  the  Bible  Secretary  inscribe  or  stamp  the  name  of  this  Aam^ 
dation  on  the  titte-pHoe  of  every  BiUe  and  Testament  iasued  by  him  \  and 
insert  the  number  of  the  receiver  on  the  page  containing  the  9ist  Padm, 
«nd  the  15th  Chapter  of  the  Oospd  of  St.  John.* 

XIII.  No  BiUe  or  Testament  shall  be  gratuitously  granted  without  a 
rote  of  the  Committee,  after  a  strict  investigation  of  the  dxcumstances  of 
thease. 

XIV.  The  Collectors  of  each  district  shall  present,  through  their  secre. 
tary,  a  written  report  to  every  monthly  meeting  of  th«  Committee,  contain- 
ing every  particular  relative  to  the  state  of  their  district. 

XV.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Collectors  to  endeavour  to  obtain  the 
yVw-f  contributions  of  those  who  have  been  supplied  with  Bibles  and  Tes- 
taments, provided  their  circumstances  Justify  the  application. 

XVI.  No  famihf^  after  having  received  one  Bible  and  one  Testament 
wUkr  the  cost  prices,  8hal]i>e  supplied  with  any  more  copies  under  such  cost 
price  without  the  approbation  of  the  General  Committee. 

XVII.  The  Collectors  shall  re-visit  the  whole  of  their  respective  districts 
at  least  once  in  every  twelve  months. 

XVIII.  The  Collectors  are  requested  to  call  punctually  for  the  we^y 
subscriptions  every  veeA— to  solicit  new  subscriptions  occasionally  throughout 

*  It  will  readily  be  perceived  that  these  Chaptert  are  incidentally  suggested  t 
evcij  AMOciation  will  insert  the  number  in  such  parts  of  the  Sacred  Volume  aa 
they  may  think,  proper,  but  every  member  of  the  Committee  should  be  acquainted 
with  the  preeife  place  in  which  to  look  for  it  when  necessary. 
'  .f  Fret  eontfibutors  are  those  who  do  not  require  Bibles  and  Tcstamenl^  but 
subscribe  for  the  benefit  of  others. 
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By-Ltms  of  the  Committee.— ObservmtSofis.' 


Ihcsr^flevsnl'diatricb-^ottd  to  insert  in  their  monthly  Tepovts  the  lisniM 
and  addrett  of  such  penonsat  they  may  consider  proper  to  be  invited  to  join 
•the  Committee. 

XIX.  That  the  Cottectors  shidl  make  inquiry  every  three  months  of  all 
the  pawnbrokers  within  their  respective  districts,  whether  any  Bibies  or 
Testaments  fltre  pledged,  and  to  idiat  e^ctent ;  and  ascertain,  if  possible,  ti^e 
liamea  and  addness  of  the  partios  who  have  pledged  them ;  and  shall  include 
all  such  information  in  their  next  monthly  report.  The  Collectors  are  alao 
tequested  to  endeavour  t9  interest  pawnbn^ers  in  the  great  olgect  of  the 
Bible  Society. 

:  XX,  At  the  Conmoittee  Meetings  in  February,  May,  Aupist,  and  No- 
vember, a  Sub-Committee  shall  be  appointed  to  prepare  and  bnng  to  the  nett 
meeting  of  the  Committee  a  draft  of  a  r^rt  to  the  ensuing  Conference- 
Such  report  to  be  taken  into  consideration,  and,  when  adopted^  to  be  handed 
^  the  flBcsetiffiea,  ^o  aliall  fill  up  the  blanks,  sign,  and  present  the  same.*. 

XXI.  That  the  Bibles  and  Testaments  issued  by  this  Association  shall  bb 
«ild  at  th^  coat  pricea,  as  specified  in  the  annexed  table : — ^but  the  CoUectom 
are  authorised,  in  cases  of  poverty,  or  under  peculiar  circumstances,  to  de- 
liver Cdpies  when  not  less  than  one-half  of  the  cost  price  has  been  paid. 


BIBLES,  t 

9.  d. 

Vmall  Pica.  BfiBnioal  Referancefl,  14  0 

«nallPica..^ 10  6 

IjOI^  Primer 9  6 

Jroner, Biargiaal Refefences  ...  II  10 

Brevier. 7  3 

Hinioo 6  0 

iVonpareil 4  3 

PocLet»  Mioioo-tjpe 6  7 

PWsfcel,  Nonkwreil-type 4  6 


TESTAMENTS. 

pica bonndinCair 4  % 

Pica Sheep Z  3 

Long  Primer Calf Z  9 

Low  Primer Sheep 3  3 

Brevier ..Calf.. •  B 

Brevier Sheep I  % 

Brevier LuieiiCioA.  1  Z 

Pocket Calf %  I 

PodLei Sheep I  t 


XXII.  No  new  By^^Law  ahall  be  made,  nor  any  exiatiiw  By-Law  tepeiM 
or  altered,  without  one  month's  previous  notice  being  given,  and  a  eop^  ^ 
the  proposed  alteration  sent  to  ev^T*  wemher  of  the  Committee. 


3. — OBSERVATIONS. 

The  reader  is  referred  to  Chap.  IL  {Section  III.  Fiftk 
Division)  for  many  ceneral  remarks  on  the  nature  and  ten- 
dency of  tKose  regulations.  Such  further  obeeinwlioits  m 
uppear  necessary  will  now  be  submitted. 

I.  It  is  very  desirable  that  a  place^ghouM  be  grUtuiCtms^ 
obtained  for  the  meetmgs  of  the  Committee.     It  frequently 


•TMs  By.  La«r  h  only  applicable  where  Conferences  are  he1d;^uieK  hs 
'm  lilCitlit  confined  to  the  metropolis,  but  may,  with  considerable  advantage,  be 
insUiuted  in  those  lOaccs  whore  several  Aasociatiens  are  eonneeCKd  with  the  wune 
Auxiliary  (or  Branch)  Society. 

t  ^  ?^®^®**  P"*^**  speciBed  in  this  list  are  those  of.  the  |>resent  time  (Mardi 
1821).  Every  alteration  of  price  is  communicated  by  the  Parent  ComraitMe 
to  tho^  Secretaries  of  Auxiliary  Sodeiiet,  who  should  iiiMnediately  apdria^  tlM 

f^rZ^'^f^^^"'^!^^* '  "^  ^«  J***^  «*>«»W  pfomptly  wlbrBo  Am  WU 
loeiort,  and  make  the  requisite  eonrecUon  in  thia  By.I«w. 


sMXn.  m,]  BV^LAws  op  the  committbb.  825 

Importance  of  puiietuati^,  and  adherence  to  prescribed  order  of  proceeding. 

kappena  that  a  school-room  is  oflbred  for  this  purposci  of 
one  of  the  apartments  belonging  to  a  puhlic  establishment  i 
and  it  is  of  importance  that  it  be  a  place  to  which  every 
meiyher  can  come  with  the  most  perfect  freedom.  The  day 
and  hour  should  be  selected  which  are  the  most  convenient 
Id  the  majority  of   the  Committee.     The  advantages    of 

r  duality  in  the  attendance  of  Comn^Jttee  Meetings  cannot 
too  itronely  enforced.  In  this,  as  in  other  respects,  the 
oample  of  me  officers  will  have  a  powerful  influence  on  the 
«lber  members  of  the  Committee. 

n/  A  due  attention  to  the  provisions  of  the  Second  and  two 
following  By-Laws  will  materially  tmi  to  focilitata  die 
business.  The  Chair  should  always  be  taken  at  the  hour 
npecified ;  and  if  the  officers  can  make  it  convenient  to  be  at 
tne  committee-room  half  an  hour  previously,  it  will  expedite 
ibe  business,  especially  if  the  Collectors  be  informed  of  this 
arrangement,  as  they  will  then  apply  for  any  requisite 
Itssistance.  The  regular  attendance  of  the  members  of  the 
Auxiliary  Committee  should  be  always  encouraged,  and  their 
advice  or  suggestions  received  with  respecmil  attention. 
The  gentleman  who  presides  should  have  a  copy  of  the  By- 
Laws  before  him^  and  should  strictly  maintain  the  decoriun 
and  order  of  the  meeting.  Much  valuable  time  will  be  saved 
by  a  strict  adherence  to  the  prescribed  arrangement  of  the 
committee-business,  which  it  is  the  peculiar  province  of  the 
secretaries  to  enforce. 

The  nature  of  the  Collectors*  and  Officers*  Reports  will  be 
considered  in  Chap.  V IL,  in  order  to  avoid  repetition,  and  to 
bring  the  whole  subject  under  review  in  a  connected  series  of 
observations. 

iiL  The  practical  operation  of  the  Fifth  By-Law,  as 
regards  the  arrangement  of  the  districts,  has  been  considered 
in  the  preceding  section.  In  the  appointment  of  Collectors, 
it  will  be  found  advantageous  to  leave  the  members  at  liberty 
io  select  those  districts  which  they  respectively  prefer,  and 
to  make  their  own  election  of  their  colleagues,  in  some  of 
Ae  Associations  connected  with  the  Southwark  Society,  the 
secretaries  have  rendered  very  essential  services  to  the  insti- 
tution by  occasionally  assisting  the  Collectors. 

TV.  The  duty  enioined  by  tiie  Sixth  By-Law,  tiioudi  a 
painful  one,  should  always  be  impartially  fulfilled.  It  is 
ttuch  more  easy  to  arrest  the  progress  of  decay, 'than  to 
ie^ver  the  ground  which  has  been  lost  by  inattention ;  and 
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no  rule  of  the  society  should  be  considered  a  dead  letter. 
This  remark  is  equally  applicable  to  the  Ninth  By-lAW : — 
the  more  frequently  the  secretaries  can  make  it  convenient  to 
attend  the  meetings  of  Sub-Committees,  the  .more  likely  ^  it 
that  the  object  of  their  appointment  will  be  attained. 

V.  Although  cases  may  sometimes  occur  to  justify  the 
extraordinary  me6ting9  of  tiie  Committee^  authorised  by  the 
Tenth  By-Law,  they  should  be  held  as  seldom  as  possible. 
An  hour  or  two,  monthly,  will  be  found  quite  sufficient  for  the 
usual  duties  of  a  Committee,  and  tiie  valuable  time  of  it9 
ipembers  should  never  be  trifled  with. 

VT.  The  observations  on  the  duties  of  the  secretaries  of  an 
Auxiliary  Society  {See  Chap.JI.  Section  UL  Ninth  Division) 
may  afford  some  useful  suggestions  to  tiiose  who  occupy  a 
sinular  situation  in  Bible  Associations,  so  as  to  explain  the 
tendency  of  the  Eleventh  Bv-Law ;  but  the  subject  inU  be 
more  explicitly  tiaated  in  Chap.y IIL  Section  L 

vn.  Great  advantage  has  been  foiuid  to  result  from  the 
regulation  contained  in  the  Twelfth  By-Law,  as  every  Bible 
and  Testament  found  at  a  pawnbroker's  or  book-stidl  canbe 
immediately  traced  to  die  original  receiver.  The  observation 
on  ihe  Nineteenth  By-Law  wnl  furnish  a  satisfactory  iUustra- 
tibn  of  this  remark.  The  propriety  of  the  Thirteenth  By-Law 
will  be  more  fiilly  appreciated  on  reference  to  Chap.  VIIL 
Section  II.;  as  the  regulations  of  the.  '^  Loan-Fund**  provide 
for  all  cases  of  emergency. 

vni;  The  important  duty  enjoined  by  tiie  FourteerUh  By- 
Law,  and  the  facility  with  which  it  may  be  discharged,  wm 
be  more  fully  understood  on  referring*  to  the  Specimen  of  a 
Monthly  Report,  Chap.  VIL  Section  V. 

IX.  In  reference  to  the  Fifteenth  By-Law,  it  may  be  suffi- 
cient, in  this  place,  to  observe,  that  while  the  two-fold  object 
of  Bible  Associations  should  never  be  lost  sight  of  by  the 
Collectors,  they  are  recommended  to  exercise  tiie  greatest 
delicacy  and  prudence  in  soliciting  free  contributions  frdm 
the  labouring  classes  of  society ;  and  in  every  instance  where 
the  real  comforts  of  a  family  would  be  abridged  tfaereby^f 
such  contributions  should  be  kindly,  but  firmly  declined. 
This  part  of  tiie  subject,  which  involves  tiie  most  im^^ 
portant  considerations,  will  be  treated  of  more  at  large  in  tiie 
sequel  . 

X.  Altiiough  the  funds  of  the  Association  are  prudently 
protected  by  tiie  Sixteenth  By-Law,  it  will  be  observed  til^at 
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a  door  is  left  open  for  the  supply  of  individuals  going  to 
sendee,  &c« 

XI.  The  provisions  of  the  Seventeenth  and  Eighteenth  By- 
Laws  involve  no  inconsiderable  portion  of  the  practical 
details  of  a  Bible  Association.  In  every  well-organized 
Association,  provided  the  districts  be  adequately  furnished 
with  Collectors,  a  perpetual  system  of  re-visiting  will  be  kept 
up,  and  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the  nemhbourhood  be 
obtained*  But  it  is  advisable  that  the  tuhoQ  of  the  district 
should  be  ]^eriodicaIly  re*visited.  Of  the  importance  of 
punctuality  m  collecting,  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  say  too 
much.  Tiie  success  of  every  Association  will  always  be  in 
direct  proportion  to  the  degree  of  regularity  evinced  by  tiie 
Collectors ;  and  although  it  has  been  said,  tiiat  the  poor  had 
neither  the  abSity  nor  the  inclination  to  co-operate  in  thb 

good  work,  the  event  has  proved  that  they  have  both :  they 
ave  manifested  tiie  greatest  readiness  to  subscribe,  not  only 
to  procure  die  sacred  volume  for  themselves,  but  to  promote 
its  universal  diffusion;  and  in  many  cases  the  Collectors 
have  felt  it  their  duty  to  accept  M^a^  only,  of  what  they  had 
liberally  offered  to  contribute.  The  ability  of  the  poor  who 
subscribe  is  evinced  by  the  agsregate  amount  of  meir  con- 
tributions— ^by  tixe  decided  preference  given  to  the  highest 
priced  Bibles — and,  in  numerous  instances,  by  the  continuance 
of  their  regular  subscriptions  after  they  have  obtained  the 
vished-for  treasure. 

xn.  The  Nineteenth  By-Law  had  its  origin  in  the  opposi- 
tion made  to  the  society,  on  the  grounds  which  this  regula- 
tion proposes  to  examine.  Few  objections  have  been  more 
strongly  and  pertinaciously  urged,  than  that  which  is  founded 
on.  £e  presumption  that  the  subscribers  would  pawn  the 
Bibles  and  Testaments  supplied  by  the  Bible  Society:  re* 
peated  and  strict  investigations,  in  various  places,  have  how- 
ever completely  refuted  this  objection.  In  no  part  have 
these  inquiries  been  more  syst^natically  and  perseveringly 
pursued  than  in  Southwark,  where  it  has  been  correcUy 
asoertuned,  that  of  25,484  Bibles  and  Testaments,  circu- 
lated  up  to  March  1818,  only  twenty-four  copies  (fourteen 
ci  whicti  were  issued  by  one  Association)  had  found  their 
way  to  the  pawnbrokers,  being  in  the  proportion  of  one  to 
every  eleven  hundred  copies  issued.  The  result  of  a  simi* 
lar  investigation  in  Liverpool,  where  more  than  30,000  copies 
had  been  distributed  by  the  Auxiliary  Institution  and. its  con- 
nected societies,  appears  to  have  been  still  more  satisfac^ 

Q  2 
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Result  of  inquiries  among  the  Pawnbrokers  of  LiTerppol  and  Newcastle. 

tory : — in  their  second  Annual  Report,  the  Committee  of  the 
Ladies*  Branch  of  that  Society  observe : — 

^  Yoyr  Committee  hare  made  repeated  visits  to  the  pawnbrokers  in  this 
town,  and  the  result  has  been  highly  satis&ctory.  After  every  pains  in 
their  power  to  elicit  the  truth,  only  one  Bible  has  been  discovered;  and 
although  their  vigilance  may,  from  interested  motives,  have  been,  in  some 
instances,  eluded,  your  Committee  believe  that  these  instances  have  been  ex. 
ceedingly  rare.  The  pawnbrokere  have  generally  declared,  that  they  nei- 
ther had  received  nor  would  receive  the  Society's  Bibles;  and  many  of  them 
have  become  contributors  as  well  as  their  servants." 

And  the  following  extract  from  the  first  Annual  Report  of 
the  Tindale  Ward  Auxiliary  Society,  affords  a  gratifying 
evidence  of  similar  results  in  another  extensive  district : — 

**  Your  Committee  cannot  avmd  remarking  upon  one  circumstance  most 
nearly  connected  with  the  success  of  the  society,  the  circulation  of  a  report, 
*  that  the  poor  were  so  crammed  with  Bibles,  that  the  pawnbrokers*  ^ops 
were  filled  with  them  ;  and  that  the  booksellers  could  afford  to  sell  them 
(so  purchased  of  the  poor)  at  half  price.*  Groundless  as  such  aasertiona 
must  have  appeared  to  your  Committee,  it  yet  became  their  duty  to  inquiva 
minutely  into  these  alleged  £icts,  not  only  as  they  were  said  to  exist  m  their 
own  district,  but  in  the  town  of  Newcastle,  where  the  fmrlk  Auxiluarf 
Bible  Society  in  the  kingdom  had  been  established.  It  is  with  pleasure 
your  Committee  state  the  result  of  their  investigation  to  be,  that  during  th^ 
whole  period  of  the  late  scareity,  ^  not  more  than  iwp  Bibles  had  been  left  al 
a  pawnbroker*s  shop,  and  that  only  for  a  short  time :'  and  '  but  Me  Tests. 
ment  had  been  offered  for  sale  *  by  a  little  girl,  who  had  picked  it  up  in  antf 
of  the  soldiers*  billet-rooms.  This  latter  however  was,  even  in  the  first  vom 
stance,  refused,  from  the  society's  mark  being  observed  on  the  back.** 

XIII.  The  practical  application  of  the  Twentieth  By«-L«w 
will  be  fully  explained  in  Section  Y •  of  this  Chapter. 

XIV.  In  reference  to  the  Twenty -first  By-Law,  Coll^tori 
should  be  particularly  careful  not  to  inform  the  subscribers 
tliat  they  are  empowered  to  deliver  Bibles  and  Testaments 
under  the  cost  prices.  They  are  indeed,  by  this  By-Law^ 
authorised  to  deliver  copies  before  the  cost  price  is  co»t^ 
pleted;  but  this  power  should  always  be  exercised  with  pecu* 
liar  caution  and  discretion,  not  oiuy  to  prevent  Jealousy  on 
the  part  of  subscribers,  but  the  misapplication  of  the  funds* 
In  those  few  cases,  where  copies  are  delivered  under  the  cost 
prices,  the  subscribers  should  be  distinctly  told,  that  they 
are  supplied  in  the  confidence  of  their  continuing  their  sub* 
scription,  and  that  the  cost  prices  are  considerably  lower 
than  those  at  which  similar  copies  could  be  procured  firoiii 
booksellers. 

XV.  The  tendency  of  the  Twenty-second  By-Law  will  be 
evident  Many  disadvantages  have  resulted  from  frequent 
and  unnecessary  changes  in  the  regulations  which  govern 
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aoeielies ;   and  while  the  Committees  possess  an  undoubted 

right  to  make  any  alterations  in  their  By-Laws,  this  right 

diould  not  be  exercised,  except  in  cases  of  obvious  necessity. 

%*  Spedmens  of  all  the  Books  and  Reports  referred  to  in  the 

By-Laws  will  be  found,  ip  one  connected  series,  in  Chap.  VIL 

Section  V.  with  such  remarks  and  explanations  as  may  be 

necessary  to  illustrate  their  practical  tendency. 


SECTION  IV. 

VBS  MODS  OF  ESTABLISHING  AXD  OROANIZIITO  A   BIBLX 
ASSOCIATION, 

I.  A  slight  review  of  the  By-Laws  of  the  Auxiliary  Sodetj^ 
and  the  observations  annexed  to  them,  {See  Ckap^  IL  Sec-- 
iion  III.)  will  be  sufficient  to  shew,  that  they  are  framed  with 
|«rticular  reference  to  the  subject  on  which  we  are  now 
about  to  enter.  It  will  be  recollected,  that  the  several 
districts  of  Southwark  were  regularly  defined,  and  respec- 
tively placed  under  the  care  of  a  Sub-Committee,  who  were 
instructed  to  adopt  measures  for  forming  a  Bible  Association 
in  their  distrijct  In  order  to  acquire  a  perfect  knowledge  of 
the  plan  adopted  and  pursued,  it  is  only  necessary  to  follow 
one  of  these  District  Committees,  and  to  trace  their  proceed- 
ings until  the  object  was 'finally  attained. 

S.  Having  interested  a  few  serioua  and  active  individuals,  md  secured 
their  co-operation  by  a  clear  and  simple  statement  of  the  design,  they  were 
invited  to  meet  the  District  Committee  at  a  suitable  place, — ^generaDy  the 
house  of  one  of  the  members.  At  this,  the^<f/  meeting'  of  4he  Provisional 
Committee,  after  ev^  requisite  explanation  had  been  given,  the  Chairmaa 
^who  was  always  a  member  of  the  Auxiliary  Committee)  asked  each  indivi. 
dual  present,  fot  the  names  and  address  of  such  of  his  friends  and  acquaiot- 
ance  in  the  district  as  he  conceived  likely  to  promote  the  important  de. 
sign,  and  to  become  efficient  members  of  the  Committee  oi  the  intendei 
BiUe  Aasoeiation  ;  strongly  impressing  on  the  attention  of  those  present, 
the  importance  of  moral  and  religious  character  in  their  selection,  in  pre- 
ference to  any  other  consideration.  Fifteen  or  twenty  names  having  been 
thus  procured  and  entered  on  the  Minutes,  they  were  subsequently  tran- 
Mribed  into  two  or  three  separate  lists,  which  were  numbered  from  one  up. 
wards.    The  followiiy  Resolution  was  then  adopted  :— 

^ Resolved—That  ji. B.  and  CD.  be  deputed  to  wait  personally  on  the 
individuals  comprised  in  list  No.  L  for  the  purpose  of  endeavouring  to  in* 
terest  them  in  the  projected  association,  and  to  request  the  fitvour  of  their 
attendance  at  the  adjournment  of  this  Meeting." 

Similar  resolutions  were  then  adopted  with  respect  to  the  other  lists,  and 
the  respective  deputations  were  furnished  with  a  supply  of  printed  papers  for 
circulation  among  their  friends.  * 

^  The  most  useful  papers  for  this  purpose  are  Nos.  I,  V,  &  VII,  of  the  Appendix. 
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If  any  one  of  the  new  members  appeared  qualified  to  act  as  Secretaiy,  the 
fi>llowing  resolution  was  adopted  :— 

^  Resolved— That  E*  P-  be  requested  to  officiate  as  Provisional  Seoretsrf  to 
this  Committee;  that  he  be  authorised  to  get  S50  notices  printed,*  and  Uiat 
he  send  one  timdlj  to  each  person  now  present  or  specified  in  the  lists.** 

If  none  of  the  new  Members  appeared  qualified  to  act  as  secretaries,  the 
above  resolution  was  deferred  till  the  next  meeting,  and  the  Auziliaxy 
District  Committee  continued  to  issue  notices  in  the  mean  time. 

The  meetinff  then  adjourned  for  a  few  dajs. 

The  interval  between  the  first  and  second  meeting  was  occupied  in  spread, 
ing  information,  and  soliciting  additional  ^tfrsono/  aid  ;  the  cooperation  of 
deigymoi  and  ministers  was  requested,  and  their  knowledge  of  character  and 
ahili^  was  always  found  eminentiy  conducive  to  the  progress  of  the  work.'  • 

In  reference  to  this  primary  meeting,  it  is  only  necessary 
to  observe,  that  the  inaividuais  engaged  should  be  prudently 
and  cautiously  selected. — ^It  is  to  be  presumed  that  the  gen- 
tlemen who  compose  Auxiliary  Committees  possess  an  ade- 
auate  knowledge  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  district,  to  enable 
bem  to  select  mose  who  are  best  qualified  to  fulfil  the  duties 
assigned  them.  The  most  clear  and  correct  information  rela- 
tive to  the  object  in  view,  should  be  difiRised  at  the  outset 
and  every  misapprehension  be  promptly  explained. 


3.  At  the  Steond  Meetings  firom  twenty  to  thirty  individuals  usually 
attended  ;  and  the  members  of  the  District  Committee— -who  were  always 
assisted  on  these  occasions  by  one  or  more  of  the  seczetaries  of  the  Auziliaty 
Society — ^having  answered  every  objection,  explained  the  principles  and  ob- 
ject of  the  institution,  and  rendered  the  plan  perfectly  intelligible  to  those 
who  were  present;  the  following  resolutions  were  ^opted: — 

I.  Sesolved—That  it  is  highly  expedient  to  form  a  Bible  Association  in 
this  parish  [or  dutrki\ ;  and  that  it  be  denominated  the  ■  BiUe  Asso- 
ciation. 

II.  Besolved— That  the  concerns  of  this  Assodation  be  under  the  manage- 
ment of  a  President,  Treasurer,  three  Secretaries,  and  a  Committee  of  not 
less  than  ——  other  persons. 

III.  Besolved— That  J,B^  CJD.,  and  ^.F.  be  a  Sub-Committee  of 
patronage,  and  that  they  submit  to  the  next  meeting  the  names  of  suitable 
persons  for  President  and  Treasurer. 

IV.  Besolved— That  G.H^  LK.^  and  X^.jlf.  be  a  Sub-Committee,  for 
dividing  this  parish  [or  dithici\  into  [18,  IB,  S4,  &c.  accmrdmgU  tke9xUmi 

•  FORM  OF  NOTICE. 


9IBLE  ASSOClATIOir. 


<*  The  next  Meeting  of  the  Provisional  Committee  will  be  held  at  —7-,  on 
the  evening  of  next        ■■  the  — ~  day  of  —— ,  at  —  o'clock  predaelj. 

£.  F.  SacKSXAar.** 

By  drawing  the  pen  through  the  word  *'  Provisional^**  any  surplus  copies  of 
thi$  notice  may  be  subsequently  used  for  the  Permanent  Committee, 
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irndpepuiaHm]  sub-diTimons ;  that  they  specify,  on  different  riieets  of  paper, 
tl£e  respective  boitndazies  of  each,  with  the  several  streets,  lanes,  &c.  com- 
posed  therein,  and  that  they  submit  the  same  to  the  next  meeting. 
.  y.  Kesolved^— That  iV.  O.  be  requested  to  bring  to  the  next  meetinj^  a 
Code  of  Rules  for  the  government  of  the  intended  Association,  leaving , 
hknlcs  for  the  names  of  the  President,  Treasurer,  Secretaries,  and  Committee. 
'  YL  Resolved— That  P.  jg.,  R.  S.y  and  T.  U.  Ihmnng  prevwutfy  eamsaUed 
io  aeiy)  be  proposed  to  the  General  Meeting  as  Secretaries  £br  the  en- 
cuinff  year. 

'  YIL  Resolved— That  ^X  md  Y.  Z.  he  requested  to  examine  and 
leport  to  the  next  meeting  the  most  suitable  place  for  holding  the  General 
Meeting. 

VIIL  Resolved— That  the  following  persons  be  proposed  to  the  General 
Meeting  as  Members  of  the  Committee  for  the  enduing  year,  with  power  to 
add  to  their  number. 
IHere  iha  nmmei  of  thoH  who  had  agreed  to  act  on  the  CommiiUe  were  inseriei,} 

fF%tn  a  wi^MetU  number  of  pertotu  io  camtituio  a  Commiiiee  could  moi  bo 
procured  at  tho  Second  Meetings  the  folUming  Retolution  was  adapted  .*— 

IX  Resolved— That  B,  J^  D.  C,  F.  J?,  be  a  Sub-Committee,  to  bring 
Io  the  next  meeting  a  Hst  of  persons  suitable  for  committee-men,  and  who 
ahall  have  consent^  to  the  appointment. 

J(f  no  particuiar  businets  demanded  aiiention^  the  Meeting  wot  then  adjourned 
fit  three  or/eur  dt^e  by  the  following  Resolution  >— 

X.  Resolved— That  this  meeting  do  now  adjourn  to  next  the 

-  instant,  at o*elock  precisely,  at  this  house ;  and  that  the  secre- 

tary give  timely  notice  to  those  who  are  now  present,  and  such  other  persons 
as  he  may  deem  suitable* 

As  these  Resolutions  involve  some  measures  which  materially 
affect  the  future  prosperity  of  the  Society,  the*  following 
Observations  will  not  be  considered  out  of  place. 

I.  The  Committee  being  authorised  by  the  Third  general' 
Rule  to  add  to  their  number,  it  is  unnecessary  to  admit  many 
members  in  this  sta^e  of  the  proceedings.  Every  da^  wm 
increase  their  knowkdge  of  suitable  characters ;  and  it  is  only 
requisite  to  secure  the  services  of  a  sujfficient  number  of  indi* 
viduals  to  carry  the  preliminary  arrangements  into  effect 

'  II.  In  reference  to  the  Third  Resolution,  the  clerical  head  of 
die  parish  should  always  be  solicited  to  fill  the  office  of  Pre- 
sident: should  he  decline,  a  respectable  layman  should  be 
selected: — and  as  the  Treasurer  is  Chairman  ex  officio  of  the 
Committee  in  the  absence  of  the  President,  an  intelligent^ 

rdent,  and  respectable  person  should  likewise  be  chosen 
this  office. 

ni.  In  the  divbion  of  the  town,  parish,  &c.  into  districts, 
the  observations  already  offered  in  Section  IL  will  be  found 
to  apply.    These  arrangements  should  be  made  by  tiiose 

Atiemen  of  the  Committee  who  possess  the  greatest  local 
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IV.  The  duty  enjoined  by  the  Fiflh  Resolution  is  usually  ful-i 
filled  by  the  Secretary,  who  prepares  a  fair  ccwiy  of  the  ruIeB 
recommended  for  adoption.  {See  Section IL)— It  is  certunly  at 
the  discretion  of  every  Association  to  adopt  these  or  any  otnec 
regulations ;  but  it  is  respectfully  submitted,  that  many  ad- 
vantages will  result  from  having  one  uniform  phm  of  operation 
throughout  die  whole  system. 

V.  Few  considerations  are  more  important  than  those  con- 
nected with  the  choice  of  the  Secretaries.  They  ^oukL  not 
only  be  active  and  zealous,  acquainted  with  the  details  of 
business,  and  interested  in  the  object,  but  respectable  indi- 
viduals who  have  a  certain  portion  of  time  at  their  own  com- 
in^nd :  they  should  also  possess  that  degree  of  talent  and 
influence  which  may  enable  them  prompt^  to  assist  the  col- 
lectors in  any  case  of  difficulty  and  doubt.  The  regular  and 
punctual  attendance  of  Secretaries  at  the  meetings  of  the  Com- 
mittee is  of  very  material  consequence : — if  they  be  remiss  in 
the  discharge  of  thisdutv,  the  collectors  will  speedily  manifest 
a  similar  declension;  while  their  punctuality  and  judgment 
will  not  only  encourage  the  collectors,  but  strengUien  their, 
own  hands  in  the  impartial  administration  of  the  rules.  It 
may  be  proper  to  observe,  that  from  this  time  the  Secretariea 
ftot  as  such,  in  conducting  the  proliminary  business. 

VI.  As  much  of  the  success  which  has  attended  Bible  Asso- 
dations  may  bia  ascribed  to  the  tone  and  spirit  which  have 
been  excited  by  the  primary  General  Meeting,  too  much 
attention  cannot  be  directed  to  those  preparatory  measures 
which  are  now  under  consideration.  The  place,  day,  and 
hour  should  be  selected  which  appear  most  accordant  with 
the  comfort  and  convenience  of  the  inhabitants ;  and  it  is  evi- 
dent, that  the  co-operation  and  harmony,  which  so  particu- 
larly characterize  this  great  design,  will  be  most  effectually 
preserved  by  avoiding  every  thing  partaking  of  a  sectarian 
aspect  The  place  or  meeting  should  be  central  and  ccMnmo- 
dious ;  and  the  time  appointed,  such  as  not  to  interfere  with . 
the  duties  and  engagements  of  the  labouring  classes* 

Yii.  In  reference  to  the  Tenth  Resolution,  greiett  advantages 
have  been  derived  from  a  strict  adherence  to  the  time  mj^ 
pointed  for  committee-meetings,  by  which  habits  of  regularily 
and  attention  are  inculcated  and  confirmed. 

Yin.  At  the  close  of  every  mectii^  of  the  Provisional  Com- 
mittee, the  Secretary  should  immediately  furnish  an  active 
individual  of  each  Sub-Committee,  then  appointed*  with  a  • 
copy  of  the  resolutaon  which  rei^uiresatteationi  and  he  shonM 
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take  due  eare  to  suminon  his  colleagues,  and  proceed  to  the 
busiiiefls  for  which  they  were  appointed.  The  several  Sub- 
Cottfuiittees,  if  composed  of  judicious  persons,  will  find  ampld 
time  to  perform  their  respective  duties  within  the  prescribed 
period  of  adjournment :  should  any  difficulty  occur,  they  apply 
to  the  District  Committee  of  the  Auxiliary  Society,  whose 
duty  it  is  to  afibrd  them  full  information  and  any  requisite 

assbtance. 

* ■  ii 

4.  At  the  Tkiri  Meetings  the  several  Suh-Committees  presented  their 
'  let^ective  reports,  which,  with  any  necessary  amendments,  were  adopted. 

The  Resolutions  to  be  submitted  to  the  General  Meeting  were  cosnpleted, 
by  inserting  the  names  of  the  President,  Treasurer,  Secretaries,  and  Conu 
mittee. 

The  sheets  of  paper,  specifying  the  severs!  sub-divimons  of  the  parish 

[•r  distriei]  designed  to  comprise  the  Association,  having  been  fliven  in,  th* 

>  names  of  two  or  more  members  were  attached  to  each,  one  ^  whom  was 

appointed  Secretary  of  the  district ;  and  these  arrangements  were  regularly 

entered  on  the  Minutes. 

The  following  Besolutioos  were  then  adopted : 

I.  Resolved— That  the  General  Meeting  be  held  at  {Jk^f^tfteifyiheflaai 

on  ^e  evening  of——  the  —  day  of ^  ^t oVdock  predseLy ;  md. 

that  the  President  be  requested  by  the  secretaries  to  take  the  chair. 

n.  Resolved— That  a  circular  letter  be  addressed  by  the  secretari^  to 
the  foUowing  clerg3rtne&,  ministen,  and  other  gentlemen,  respec^ftilly  ft*- 
questing  the  fiivour  of  their  company,  to  take  psrt  in  the  proeeedingi  oC 
ibe  meeting ;  and  that  the  aaastance  of  the  Committee  of  the  AuxUiaiy  So» 
ctiefy  to  conduct  the  business  be  requested. 
[Here  intert  a  Get  of  proper  penoms  to  be  invUed  ae  Speaktfe  en  the  eecanm^  to' 

meh  efwkem  one  if  tke  kamd-^iiie  $e  be  adopted  hp  tke/eUneinf  Retolltilem 

ehould  be  eneloeed*} 

in.  Resolved— That  the  following  form  of  a  hand-biU  be  adopted :  vis. 

A  GENERAL  MEETING, 
roa  Tua  bstabushkbht  or 

A  BIBLE  ASSOCIATION, 

nr  ^DomrszioK  with  thb  — —  auxiuart.  or  bramgh,  socisrt. 

T\p  iaOniit  tte  Cooperation  of  all  Classes  in  supplying  the  Poor,  partlculariy 
of  this  District,  with  the  Holy  Scriptures, 

WIX.L  BX  BXU>  AT  ^ 

On  ■         ■    ^the of— —— 1«»— » 

AT  —  0*OI^e«K  PBBOISELT, 

'  f  in  ths  Choir, 

The  Attendance  of  the  Inhabitants,  particularly  of  the  Labouring  Classs^ 
is  earnestly  requested, 

SmtMe  AceommodaHoM  will  he  provided  fir  them  Ladibb  liA^  meip  As 
detkroiu  o/ promoting  thie  important  design.** 
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lY.  BesdLved— That  the  secretaries  he  anthoriaed  to  have  —— *  copies 
of  the  hand-bill  printed  [oftsttf  at  lawf  at  ikere  ore  AsMfet  in  ike  pmiik  mr 
ffif  frJcf ]  forthwith ;  also,  — —  copies  on  laige  paper,  as  posting-bills ;  and 
that  they  be  laid  on  the  table  at  the  next  meeting. 

y .  BesolTed— That  the  secretaries  be  authorised  to  procure  such  books, 
papers,  Ac  as  nmj  be  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  the  intended  Asso* 


VI.  Besolved— That  if.  A  and  C  Z).  be  requested  to  prepare  a  &ir  oopj> 
of  the  order  of  proceedings  for  the  General  Meetins,  and  submit  the  same 
to  the  next  meeting ;  leaving  blanks  £»r  the  names  .of  the  di£Perent  Speakers. 
.  YIL  Sesolved^That  this  Meeting  do  now  ^joum  to  -— .  the— ^of 
m^-^^  at  —  o*dock  j»r«ctMl^;  and  that  the  secretaries  give  notice  airontingly. 

On  these  Resolutions  it  may  be  observed,— 

L  That,  generally  speaking,  the  ewrly  part  of  the  week  is 
Ae  most  suitable  for  a  general  meeting.  In  large  towns  the 
evening  of  Monday  has  been  found  me  most  convenient  for 
the  labouring  classes.  In  the  choice  of  speakers,  care  should 
be  taken  to  invite  gentlemen  of  every  denomination  of  pro- 
fessing Christians.  If  any  occurrence  prevent  the  President 
from  taking  the  chair,  the  Committee  should  select,  timely, 
another  respectable  and  judicious  person  as  the  Chairman. 

II.  In  distributing  the  hand-bills,  the'SubX!ommittees  should 
be  careful  that  every  £unilvis  supplied:  all  classes  of  the^ 
Community  thus  acquire  a  knowledge  of  the  object  in  view, 
and  are  at  the  same  time  apprised  of  the  place  where  they 
may  receive  more  full  information. 

iiL  It  will  be  perceived  that  the  duties  prescribed  by  these 
Resolutions  devolve  principally  on  the  Secretaries,  who  should 
see  that  every  necessary  arrangement  is  completed  previous 
to  the  last  meeting  of  the  Provisional  Committee:  the  hand- 
bills, with  any  other  requisite  papers,  should  be  divided  into 
*  as  many  parcels  as  there  are  districts :  if  answers  are  not 
obtained  from  the  gentlemen  who  have  been  invited  as 
Sjpeakers,  they  are  personally  waited  on;  and  the  attendance 
of  every  member  of  the  Provisional  Committee,  and  of  the 
District  Committee  of  the  Auxiliary  Society,  is  particularly  - 
requested  at  the  next  meeting. 

IV.  The  "  Order  of  Proceedings,**  to  which  reference  is 
made  in  the  Sixth  Resolution,  will  be  given  in  the  sequel 


5.  At  the  FbwrMlCMlb^,  the  Secretaryof  each  district  having  taken  charge 
of  the  p^^r  describing  its  boundaries,  &c.  the  following  a£soLaTiovs.were 
adopted  :-— 

L  Resolved — ^That  a  sufficient  number  of  copies  of  the  han^-bill,.  an- 
Bfliindng  the  General  Meeting,  with  any  other  papers  which  may  be  required 
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'finr  dilnilalion,*  be  now  dd&Tered  to  the  Seoelaries  of  each  Sub-Committee, 
th^  memberaof  which  are  requested  ta  distribute  them  throu^oot  their 
several  districts. 

II.  Resolved— That  the  Secretaxiea  take  charge  of  the  posting-bills  now 
poduced,  and  that  they  have  them  pbwed  in  conspicuous  parts  of  tlie  parish 
l«r  disiriei]  at  least  three  days  before  theGenend  Meetingi  and  that  thej 
.send  copies  of  the  hand-bill  to  the  Ministers  of  the  several  places  of  worship 
in  tbie  vicinity,  with  a  request  that  the  meeting  may  be  announced  to  their 
lespective  congregations. 

III.  Besolved— That  J.B.y  CD^  and  E.F.  be  a  Committee  of  arrange: 
ment,  to  superintend  the  fltting-up  of  the  place  of  meeting ;  that  they  pro- 
vide a  sufficiency  of  seats  and  lights,  and  have  a  proper  platform  erected. 

IV.  Resolved— That  the  Secrotaries  prepare  two  copies  of  the  Order  of 
Proceedings  for  the  evening  (one  to  be  laid  before  the  Chairman,— the  other 
before  the  Secretary,  who  announces  each  Spesker's  name  as  he  comee 
finward),  copy  the  Resolutions,  and  deliver  them  to  the  several  Speakers,  and 
assign  au±  hu  place ;  and  that  they  attend  at  the  place  of  meeting  one  hour 
previous  to  that  appointed  for  taking  the  chair,  in  order  to  receive  the  gentle- 
men invited,  and  to  see  that  the  preliminary  arrangements  sre  completed. 

Y.  Resolved— That  G.  H.,  /.  K.^  L.M.y  N.  a,  P.  jQ^  and  iK.  i9.  be  a 
Committee  of  Accommodation  to  attend  at  the  place  of  meeting  at  i 

o^dock,  (at  least  an  hour  before  that  which  is  appointed  for  taking  the  chair,) 
in  order  to  shew  the  company  to  their  seats,  and  to  preserve  due  order  and 
decorum  during  the  meeting. 

VI.  Resolved — That  the  gentlemen  composing  the  District  Committee  of 
the  Auxiliary  Society  be  requested  to  attend,  at  the  dose  of  the  meeting  ' 
with  plates,  in  order  to  receive  contributions. 

VII.  Resolved— That  the  Secretaries  summon  the  members  of  the  Corn* 

mittee  to  meet  at ,  on  next  — ^—  the  — —  instant,  at  — -  o*dock 

precisely,  and  that  they  also  give  notice  to  the  members  of  the  District  Com- 
mittee of  the  Auxiliary  Society. 

In  reference  to  these  Resolutions,  the  following  observa- 
tions are  submitted : — 

I.  It  will  tend  to  the  publicity  of  the  intended  meetings  if 
respectable  shopkeepers  are  requested  to  place  some  of  the 
hand-bills  in  their  windows,  especiaUy  in  considerable  tho- 
roughfares. It  has  not  unfrequently  happened  that  strangers 
have  been  thus  induced  to  attend  these  meetings;  and,  incon- 
sequence of  what  they  have  there  witnessed,  to  adopt  similar 
measures  for  the  benefit  of  other  and  more  distant  districts. 

II.  It  has  been  found  highly  advantageous  to  accommodate 
every  individual  with  a  seat,  as  it  conduces  to  the  order  and 
decorum  of  the  meeting.  Churches,  chapels,  schools,  &c.  in 
the  vicinity  will  furnish  a  supply  of  forms  and  benches,  where 
required.  The  Sub-Committee  of  accommodation  should 
comprise  every  member  of  the  Committee  who  is  not  other- 
wise engaged ;  and  it  ought  to  be  their  individual,  as  well  as 

«»  The  most  uaeful  pspers  for  tliis  purpose  are  Nos.  VII,  VIII,  IXf  &  X.  of 
the  Appendix. 
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ccdiective  olrject,  to  maintain  that  order  and  deeorom  wjbick 
ishould  always  characterize  the  iiieeting9  of  a  Bible  Society. 

lu.  It  has  been  the  custom,  in  the  establishment  of  some 
Associations,  to  receive  the  names  and  address  of  contributors 
at  the  close  of  the  general  meeting;  but  it  wiU  be  found 
beneficial  to  omit  this  practice,  and  for  one  of  the  Speakers  to 
inform  the  auditors  that  they  will  be  called  on,  by  the  colleo- 
tor%  in  their  respective  districts. 

IV.  Hie  first  meeting  of  the  permanent  Committee  should 
iake  place  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  general  meeting  :'^if 
mi  the  day  immediately  succeeding  the  meetings  it  will  be  the 
!  desirable. 


6.  Having  thus'  traced  the  progress  of  those  measures 
which  have  usually  preceded  the  establishment  of  a  Bible 
Association,  it  may  be  proper  to  remark,  that  in  many  instances 
^Ise  whole  of  the  preliminary  business  has  been  trana- 
acted  in  two  or  three  meeting  of  the  Provisional  Com- 
mittee, and  occasionally  even  in  one.  There  is,  however, 
a  risk  in  accelerating  these  important  arrangements, 
which  should  always  be  conducted  with  judgment  and 
order.  Local  circumstances,  and  the  prudence  of  those 
who  are  charged  with  the  executive  duties,  will  suggest 
the  proper  lipe  of  conduct  to  be  pursued,  and  induce  the 
postponement  of  a  general  meeting,  rather  than  expedite  it 
before  those  arrangements  are  matured. 

The  next  subject  for  consideration,  is  the  mode  of  con- 
ductii^  the  General  Meeting  for  the  regular  establishment  of 
tiie  Society.  ^___^ 

7.  ORDER  OF  PROCEEDINGS 

AT  TU£  GBNSRAL  M££TI2IO. 


I.   7%t   dotrSMM^M. 


H.  M.B. 


opens  the  buaiiiess  of  the  mpetiiig ;  atitei  the  ob» 
ject  in  view ;  and  conludes  bj  rerening,  fixr  e  more 
Aill  explanation,  to  ji^B. 

explains  more  fuUj  the  design  of  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Sodetj;  the  nature  ^f  the  Aux- 
iliary Society ;  and  of  the  AssodatioB :— the  con- 
nexion which  subsists  between  the  relative  parts  i— 
the  manner  in  which  the  ftmds  «f  eadi  iastitutiaa 

*  This  requisite  information  is  generally  gWen  by  one  of  the  Secretaries  of 
the  Auxiliary  Society}  or^  in  his  absence,  by  any  other  gentleman  who  la  i 
of  the  subject. 


8KT.  rf*)  woipn  em  onaAWumm  a  snu  Aasooi aiwh.      Wt 
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turn) 
4.  E.F^ 


n.  L.M. 


8.  TktPrendmi. 


11.  i2.5.- 


1^  *?;.*• 


are  applied;  and  the  privileges  to  which,  thiey.aiv 
aevendly  entitled :  concludi^  by  a  reference  to  the 
Code  of  Rules  and  Regulations,  which  will  be  sub- 
mitted for  iqpproval  and  adoption. 

/reads  the  Rules  andR^ulations,  as  adopted  by  the 
\  Proviaonal  Committee,  including  the  names  of  the 
i  President,  Officers,  and  Committee. 

moves  Na  1— 

^  That  the  Rules  and  Regulations  now  read  he 
adopted  hj  this  meeting,  and  that  the  ^tleipmi 
named  therein  be  the  President,  Officers,  and  Com». 
mittee  of  this  Association,  and  that  the  latter  have 
power  to  add  to  their  number.*' 

seconds  the  Motion  No.  1. 

The  Motion  No.  I.  having  been  put  and  carried, 
moves  No.  2— 

^  That  while  this  meetfaig  grateAdly  acknew* 
ledges  the  kindness  of  the  President,  in  complyii^ 
with  the  request  of  the  Provisional  Committee,  it 
desires  to  express,  thus  publickly,  an  earnest  hope 
that  the  Association  may  experience  the  benefits  of 
his  personal  attendance  at  the  zeguLur  meetings  of 
the  Committee.** 


seconds  the  Motion  No.  S. 


The  Motion   No.  %  having  been  put  ^  Hie 
JtfMwr,  and  carried, 
acknowledges  the  Resolution. 

moves  No  3— 

**  That  this  meeting  confides  In  the  judgment  aad 
prudence  of  the  Officers  and  Committee  now  ap- 
pointed, to  preserve  unimpaired  the  pure  and  sin- 
gle  principle  of  the  Parent  Institution.*' 

seconds  the  Motion  No.  S. 

The  Motion  No.  3.  having  been  put  and  carried, 
moves  No.  4 — 

^'  That  in  thus  recognising  the  dfums  of  the  Bri. 
tish  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  to  general  support, 
this  meeting  respectfully  oongntuiates  the  Conu 
mittee  of  that  Institution,  on  the  manifest  extension 
of  the  Divine  blessing  in  prospering  their  exertions.** 

seconds  the  Motion  No.  4. 

The  Motion  Na  4.  having  been  put  Mid  ouzi«I» 
moves  Na  5— * 

^^  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  presented 
to  the  Chairman  for  his  attention  to  the  business  of 
the  evening." 
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Obseryations  on  the  Ptoceedings  at  the  General  Meeting. 

14.  K  Z.  ..i,.*........^      seconds  the  Motion  No.  5. 

The  Question  No.  5,  having  been  put  ly  tkt 
Mwer^  and  camed, 

acknowledges  the  Eesolution,— lefen  to  the  pkt^ 
for  leceiving  contributions— and  adjourns  the  meet^ 
Ing  to  the  day  specified  in  the  General  Bulesi 


15.  The  Ckaimuau^ 


OBSERTATIONS. 

T»  In  liie  proceedings  of  a  General  Meeting,  and  espednlly 
of  that  for  tne  establi^ment  of  a  Society,  it  is  of  the  greatest 
importance  that  ^e  object  should  be  clearly  and  fully  ex-* 
plained,  and  the  results  of  simflar  institutions  in  other  places 
correctly  detailed.  In  this  "  Order  of  Proceedings"  it  will  be 
observed,  that  this  important  duty  is  assigned  to  one  of  the 
secretaries  of  the  Auxiliary  Society,  whose  statements  shotdd 
be  rather  practical  than  argumentative ;  his  language  simple 
and  clear  ;  but,  above  all,  whose  sentiments  should  be  of  that 
liberal  and  catholic  nature,  which  best  accords  with  the  cha- 
racter and  design  of  the  institution  whose  merits  he  advocates. 

ir.  The  object  of  Bible  Associations  being  to  excite  an 
interest  in  the  great  body  of  our  population,  it  is  evident,  that 
every  exertion  should  be  used  to  induce  a  full  attendance  of 
the  labouring  classes  of  the  community.  For  this  purpose,  a 
decided  prererezice  should  be  shewn  them  in  the  invitation  to 
the  Greneral  Meeting :  having  never  before  heard  a  similar  ap- 
peal to  their  feelings  and  their  judgment,  the  effect  is  decisive. 
The  object,  pure  and  simple  in  its  nature,  is  comprehended^ 
while  its  value  and  importance  are  felt ;  and  the  conviction 
that  even  their  limited  support  may  be  rendered  conducive  to 
the  promotion  of,  the  glorious  design,  and  thdr  services 
availing  in  the  extension  of  its  benefits,  produces  a  moral 
effect  to  which  they  had  hitherto  been  strangers.  They  are 
attracted  from  sensual  and  degrading  pleasures,  and  pre- 
sented with  a  view  of  higher  and  superior  enjoyments. 
That  which  they  have  long  wanted,  is  proved  to  be  wifliin 
their  reach ;  and  they  fed  a  strong  desire  to  cooperate  in  a 
cause  where  pursuit  confers  its  own  reward,  and  where  ulti- 
mate success  is  certain* 

But  in  order  to  effect  this, — to  give  the  Poor  this  new 
moral  tone  of  feeling,  and  to  instil  this  new  and  pure  incen- 
tive to  action,— the  attention  of  the  Speakers  at  uie  General 
Meeting  should  be  directed  to  the  peculiar  character  of  the 
auditors.  It  will  easily  be  perceived,  diat  manv  of  those 
addresses  which  would  be  admirable  at  the  estabUshment  of 
U)    Auxiliary    Society,  aie    out  of  place  at  that  of  an 
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Association;  where  simplicity  of  language  is  one  of  the 
principal  means  by  which  the  attention  of  a  popular  assembly 
can  be  engaged.  And  especiaUy,  those  cheering  anecdotes 
and  interesting  facts,  of  wnich  no  firiend  to  the  Bible  Society 
should  be  ignorant,  ought  to  be  brought  forward ;  and,  if 
prudently  introduced,  the  effect  is  irresistible :— they  exhibit 
the  most  striking  illustration  of  the  design,  and  they  are 
remembered  when  argument  is  forgotten. — It  is  scarcely  ne- 
cessary to  observe,  that  no  anecdotes  should  be  introduced: 
which  are  not  well  authenticated* 

'  m.  It  may  not  be  improper  to  suggest,  that  the  length  6f 
the  General  Meeting  ought  not  to  exceed  from  two  to  three 
hours ;  the  auditory  should  depart  with  a  desire  of  hearing 
more  of  *'  this  new  thing,"*  rather  than  fatigued  and  incon- 
venienced by  too  long  detention  from  their  homes  and  families* 
On  this  part  of  the  subject,  the  reader  is  referred  to  Chap.  I. 
Section  AlV.  and  to  Chap.  II.  Section  V.  for  such  general 
observations  as  appeared  necessary  to  elucidate  the  nature 
and  character  of  those  meetings. 

8.  As  the  ORGANIZATION  of  the  new  society  cannot  be  con-* 
sidered  complete  until  after  the  first  regular  monthly  mefsting 
of  the  Committee,  it  is  necessary  to  detail  the  proceedings  of 
that  meeting. 

The  chair  being  taken  at  the  hoiir  appointed,  the  names  of  the  members 
present  are  marked  off  in  the  list,  and  those  of  visitorB  inserted  in  the  Rough 
Minute  Book :— the  IkCnute  Secretary  next  reads  the  Resolutions  adopts 
at  the  General  Meeting,  including  the  Rules  of  the  Association.  The  duties 
that  devolve  on  the  Committee,  as  arising  out  of  those  proceedings,  are  then 
regularly  fulfilled  by  the  adoption  of  the  following  Resolutions  : — 

1.  That  the  duties  of  the  respective  secretaries  be  thus  defined,— 
I.  That  J.  jB.  be  Mikuts  Secretary, 
n.  That  C  D.  be  Cash  Secretary. 
III.  That  E.  F.  be  Bible  Secretary, 
and  that  the  Minute  Secretary  fiimish  his  colleagues  and  the  treasurer 
with  their  proper  books  and  papers.  * 

S.  That  the  following  individuals  be  added  to  the  Committee. 
[Here  insert  the  namee  and  oddren  of  new  memhere^  each  of  whom  eheuid  be 
fTvpeeed  ly  em  and  eeamded  hjf  anetAer  member,  to  whom  he  ii  poreenailjf 

8.  That  the  district  embraced  by  this  Association  be  sub^vided  as 
under:  viz. 

in  a  rimilar  manner  to  deeeribe  ooery  other  dUtrict  eorrecify,]  f 

•  See  Spedmens,  Chap.  VII.  Section  5. 
^    t  See  Chap.  VII.  Section  IV.  for  a  mora  full  ezpknation. 
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Resolutions  adopted  at  their  primary  Mcetiisg. 

The  Mimtie  Secretary  then  reads^  disiimeify,  the  detrriptwn  ^W*.  1,  cnrf 
ilU  Ckubrman,  reptesit  the  membert  jprttetU  U  offer  their  amrvieet  for  thorn 
dittriete  whkh  they  frrfery  wk»e  the  Mimuie  Secretary  frwmee  the  JeUemmg 


4.  That  the  foUoirin^  be  the  appoin^ent^  of  the  members  of  the  Coau 
mittee  u  Colkctors :  viz. 

,    Difltzict  No.  1.     G.  H.  and  /.  K. 
%    L,  4f.  and  M  a 
tPrMWifinr  <»  a  i^«Air  memnerwUk  respect  to  aU  the  dietricte  ^the  jh9ecmttom.J 

5.  That  the  following  be  the  By-Lmwe  of  this  Committee  {eee  Sectiok  III.)  ; 

end  that  the  secretaries  be  authorikd  to  get copies  of  ^e  Rules  and 

Bj-lAVf  printed  as  Soon  as  possible,  and  send  two  copies  to  evRy  member  of 
the  Committee,  and  ten  copies  to  the  Committee  of  the  Auziliaiy  Society. 

6.  That  the  secretaries  immediately  furnish  the  secretary  of  each  dis. 
ferict  with  proper  vi^ting  and  collecting  books,  *  printed  papers  for  dr- 
tulation,  and  all  other  requisites ;  and  that  the  collectors  be  requested  to 
commence  their  visits  on  — — »  next,  the  ^—  instant 

The  Cash  Secretary  having  reported  that  the  sum  of  j?. —  was  n^ 

eeived  at  the  door  at  the  close  of  the  General  Meeting,  and  that  he  had  paid 
ig,.  for  incidental  expenses  attending  the  said  Meeting  { 

nXSOLVED, 

7.  That  the  balance  of  £.  be  paid  over  to  the  Treasurer. 

8.  That  the  Treasurer  and  Secretaries  be  requested  to  attend  the  next 
Meeting  of  the  Committee  of  the  ■■—  Auxiliary  [or  Branch]  Societyy 
|o  prsaent  a  copy  of  the  Rules  adopted  at  the  General  Meeting,  and  to  request 
permission  to  lay  out  the  funds  in  the  purchase  of  Bibles  and  Testamenta  at 
their  depository,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  8th  Rule. 

On  these  Reaolutions  it  is  only  necessary  to  reiKiark«  that 
die  Secretaries  should  make  their  own  arrangements,  with  re- 
gard to  the  division  of  their  duties,  previous  to  the  meeting  of 
Sie  Committee.  All  business  arising  out  of  the  Minutes  should 
receive  the  immediate  attention  ot  those  officers ;  but  in  this 
stage  of  the  proceedings,  more  particularly,  delay  should  be 
studiously  avoided.  Tiie  numerous  advantages  resulting  from 
the  attendance  of  the  members  of  the  Auxiliary  Committee 
at  the  Monthly  Committee  Meetings  of  the  Association,  are 
too  obvious  to  require  particular  notice : — the  members  of  the 
District  Committee  should  always  receive  an  official  invitation 
to  those  meetings,  and  the  occasional  company  of  their  col- 
leagues be  likewise  solicited. 

The  "  Hints  to  Officers  and  Collectors,"  constituting  Sc^ 
don  I.  of  Chap.  VIII.  will  be  found  to  embrace  a  general 
view  of  their  respective  duties.    . 

9.  Having  thus  traced  the  rise  and  progress  of  a  BiUe  Ab«> 
sociation  to  the  conclusion  of  the  First  Meeting  of  the  regular 

•  See  Chap.  VII.  Section  V.  ' 
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The  impofitance  of  punctuality  in  collecting,  illustrated. 

Oominitteey  it  is  not  necessary  to  follow  the  subsequent  pro-" 
ceedings  of  the  Society.  That  ivhich  has  been  already  de- 
tailed will  afford  every  requisite  information,  and  convince  the 
^iepd^  of  Ae  caus^  that  the  establishment  of  those  institu* 
tioiis  IS  attended  with  little  dj^culty,  and  that  simplicity  is 
j^e  prominent  feature  in  the  plan.  But  it  may  not  be  km 
proper  to  submit  a  few  general  nints  fllustrative  of  the  system 
adopted,  and  the  observance  of  which  has  been  found  con^ 
ducive  to  success. 

I.  Where*  any  doubt  ^ists  as  to  the  actual  dearth  of  the  holy 
scriptures  in  a  parish  or  district,  it  should  be  the  duty  of  the  Pro-  * 
visional  Committee  of  the  intended  Association  to  appoint  a  Sub- 
Committee,  to  ascertain  the  fact  by  a  personal  investigation.  This 
is  the  more  necessary  in  those  districts  in  which  a  parochial  fw  pri- 
vate fund  for  the  supply  of  Bibles  exists,  as  the  inadequacy  of  all 
such  funds  to  s^upply  the  demand,  forms  a  powerful  argument  at  a 
General  Meeting.  * 

II.  In  the  appointment  of  Secretaries,  and  in  the  selection  of  the 
Committee,  attention  should  be  paid  to  their  religious  proles^ 
sions.  If  eligible  persons  oSer^  it  is  adviseable  that  the  Secretaries 
should  be  of  different  persuaiiion  ;  and  that  one-half  of  the  Commit* 
tee  should  consist  of  members  of  the  Established  Church.  Too 
touch  car^  cannot  be  taken  to  introduce  into  every  branch  of  the 
society,  that  admiipble  regulation  of  the  Parent  Institution,  which 
attracu  the  affections  and  secures  the  co-qperatton  ^  every  d^o- 
mination  of  Christians. 

III.  Great  advantage  has  resulted  from  engaging  Foremen^ 
Clerks,  and  Superintendants  of  manufactories  and  workshops,  as 
members  of  tlie  Committee;  their  influence  and  example,  when 
properly  directed,  being  found  to  operate  powerfully  on  the  sub-r 
ordinate  workmen.  Similar  benefit  has  been  derived  from  engaging 
the  valuable  services  of  a  class  of  young  men,  who  are  never  back- 
ward in  promoting  the  great  cause  of  religion  and  morality — the 
Teachers  in  Sunday  Schools :  their  exertions  in  behalf  of  the  Bible 
Society  have  been  conspicuous ;  and  the  effect  on  the  minds  of  tlie 
children  has  surpassed  the  most  sanguine  expectations. 

lY.  The  importance  of  punctuality  in  collecting  the  subscriptSon^  - 
has  been  already  adverted  to.  When  the  collectors  call  regularly 
Mce^  a  week^  the  subscriptions  are  cheerfuHy  paid ;  but  if  they 
negjlect  their  duty,  the  poor  are  too  frequently  induced  to  appiv 
their  money  to  other  purposes.  The  following  little  anecdote  will 
illustrate  this  observation : — 

in  one  oF  the  Associations  connected  with  the  Southwark  Auxili- 
ary  Society,  an  old  Soldier  had  long  been  a  cheerful  free-con - 
tabutor  m  a  penny  a  week.  The  Collectors  haying  omitted  to  eaU 
Tor  three  successive  weeks,  visited  him  at  the  beginning  of  the  foivth, 

R 
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and  informed  him  that  they  believed  he  owed  them  four-pence :  the 
old  man  smiled,  and,  pointing  to  a  tea-cup  on  the  chimney-piece^  re- 
pliedy  **  Gentlemen,  you  have  been  lazy,  and  FIl  punish  you  for  it : — 
m  that  tea-cup  I  laid  by  for  you  a  penny  a  week  for  three  jreeks ; 
but  as  you  dia  not  think  proper  to  call  for  it,  I  spent  it;  and  JBU  now 
give  you  only  a  penny :  this  will«nake  you  more  careful  in  future — 
the  cause  is  too  good  to  be  neglected.**  It  may  not  be  improper  to 
add,  that  this  letton  from  the  old  man  was  not  lost  on  the  Col* 
lectors. 


SECTION  V. 

THE  QUARTERLY  CONFERENCE* 

Proceeding  with  the  detail  of  the  system  as  adopted  in 
.  Southwark,  we  next  subject  for  consideration  is  that  of  the 
Quarterly  Conference;  an  institution  to  which,  humanly  speak- 
ing, mucn  of  the  success  which  has  resulted  may  be  ascribed. 
Many  of  the  following  remarks,  in  reference  to  this  measure, 
and  to  the  effects  and  influence  of  Bible  Associations  in  that 
important  and  interesting  district,  may  require  an  apology  to 
those  who  have  {)erused  the  Reports  of  me  Southwark  So- 
ciety ;  but  where  the  observations  of  the  author  have  been 
confirmed  by  experience,  he  has  not  hesitated  to  express 
them  in  the  same  language  which  he  originally  adopted. 

1.  When  the  Southwark  Associations  had  been  established, 
it  was  perceived,  that,  although  a  constant  and  harmonious 
intercourse  was  kept  up  between  the  Auxiliary  Society  and 
each  of  those  dependencies,  something  was  yet  required  which 
should  bring  the  whole  into  one  collected  point  of  view, — some 
centre  of  unity  and  concord,  which  should  attract  the  various 
members  of  the  family,  and  from  which  the  rays  might  ema- 
nate, conveying  heat  and  light  to  the  boundaries  of  the 
system.  This  centre  was  happily  found  in  the  establishment 
of  a  regular  Quarterly  Conference,  comprising  the  members  of 
the  Auxiliary  Committee,  and  deputations,  consisting  of  eight, 
ten,  or  twelve  members,  from  tne  Committee  of  each  Asso- 
ciatilon  (in  which  the  respective  officers  are  included),  but  at 
which  the  other  members  of  the  difl^ent  Conunittees  have 
the  privilege  of  attending  as  visitors. 

8.  The  following  are  the  Regulations  of  the  Quarterly 
Conference,  with  such  improvements  as  appear  expedient:— 

L  That  A.  B.  be  requested  to  officiate  as  aecretary. 
IL  Thia  Conferenceshall  consist  of  the  preflident,  vice-presidents,  trea- 
•user,  seoTBtsiiefl^  and  Conumttee  of  the  Auxiiia]7  BiUe  Society  f  the  piea* 
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Ants,  Tioe-pkeflidents^  treuuren,  and  lecFetarieB  of  the  xespective  Aflnd- 
^1^  connected  with  the  said  AuxiKaiy ;  and  a  deputation  from  each  of 
their  Committees :  the  names  of  the  members  deputed  to  be  tnmamitted  to 
the  aecretiiy,  at  least  four  days  previous  to  each  Conference. 

IIL  This 'Conference  shall  be  held  en  the  evening  of  the  fint  Thursday 
in  Januaiy,  April,  July,  and  October,  at  six  o'clock  predaely. 
'IT.  The  order  of  proceeding  shall  be:—' 
1.  To  elect  a  chairm^. 
S.  To  call  over  the  names  of  the  members. 

3.  To  read,  and  confirm  or  correct,  the  Minutes  of  the  preceding  Con- 

ference,  and  dispose  of  any  business  arising  therefrom. 

4.  To  call  on  the  secretaries  of  the  Auxiliary  Committee  for  each  in<. 

formation  as  they  may  deem  necessary  and  interesting. 

5.  To  receive  the  reports  from  the  AssodationB  in  their  ocder  of  esta. 

blishment 
^  To  receive  and  consider  new  propositions. 
T.  ,The  report  from  each  Association  shall  not  exceed  the  limits  of  a  folio 
sE^  prepared  for  that  purpose,  and  supplied  by  the  Secretary  ;• — and  shall 
atpedfy— 

-     1.  Total  amoimt  of  moneys  received  since  the  establishment. 
%  Amount  received  since  the  last  Conference. 

3.  Total  amount  paid  to  the  Auxiliary  since  the  establishment 

4.  Amount  paid  to  the  Auxiliary  atnce  the  last  Confeiencew 

5*  Total  number  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  delivered  at  cost-prices. 
e.  Total  number  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  delivered  under  cosUpriees. 
7.  Total  number  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  gratuitously  distributed. 

5.  Total  number  of  subscribers  for  Bibles  and  Testaments. 
9-'  Total  number  of  free  contributors. 

10.  Increase  or  decrease  of  subscribers  in  the  last  quarter. 

1 1.  The  number  of  individuals  on  the  Committee,  and  the  average  num'* 

ber  of  those  who  have  attended  during  the  last  quarter. 
18.  A  statement  of  any  interesting  fects  and  observations,  inducting  the 
result  of  inquiries  among  the  pawnbrokers. 

TI.  No  report  shall  be  received,  unless  it  has  been  previously  adopted  at 
a' regular  committee  meeting  of  the  Asseciationi  and  in  case  any  Asio- 
dation  shall  omit  to  present  a  report,  the  secretary  shall  remind  them,  by 
letter,  gf  such  omissioii. 

yil.  All  resolutions  relating  exclusively  to  the  internal  government  of 
t&et!!onference  shall  be  binding  :  but  those  which  regard  the  proceedings 
of  the  Associations  shall  be  sent  to  the  Committee  of  each,  rimply  as  a  re- 
cowmendation,  having  been  first  entered  on  the  Minutes. 

Till.  Any  person  making  a  proposition  shall  put  it  in  writing,  and  hlmd 
it  to  the  secretary. 

ES.  Ho  person  shall  be  permitted  to  speak  more  than  once  on  the  same 
questi^,  imless  in  explanation. 

X.  In  order  to  defray  the  incidental  expenses  of  this  Conference,  each 
Association  shall  from  time  to  time  remit  such  sums  as  shall  be  required 
1»  the  aecretary,  who  shall  submit  an  account  of  his  receipts  and  disburse^ 
iikents  aimually  at  the  January  Conference.  But  no  sum  exceeding,  five 
poands  shall  be  voted  by  the  Conference  at  one  time,  without  the  written 
cpusent  of  each  Association  having  been  previously  obtained. 

^   ...     ..       *  See. l^pfdmfOiFonrUi  Division  of  Ihis  Sastioo. 
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Obflerratioiu  on  the  preceding  lU^gukdonl. 


Xi.  The  Kvenl  AssociatioDS  are  reco»mc»dBd  to  hold  their  AbiuibL 
MeetmgB,  fai  mccesaon,  on  the  second  McndAy  hi  tvorf  month,  and  in  tbar 
Allowing  order :— 


St  OUto^.* Julj. 

Lambeth)  North •••  —  August. 

Chnatchurch.  •••»•••••  ••••••  Septemiber<r 

St  Saviour  &  St  Thomas^  October. ' 

Surrey  Chapel » .•^Novettbeiv 

Botheriiithe,  Ufper^..*^    ~ 


West  L«ne«*.. •••••• January* 

Lambeth,  SmUk Februuy* 

St.  Geoige- Mardk. 

Kewington...* ••••.ApriL 

Botherfaithe,  Lewer May. 

St  Jolm  and  Bermondaej...  June. 

XII.  The  Minute  Secretary  of  each  Aaaodation  ia  requested  to  traimiiita 
few  hand-bOla  announcing  their  Annnal  Meetmg,  to  the  aecretaiiea  «f  aU  the 
other  Aaaodationa,  at  least  a  fortnight  preyioua  to  audi  meeting. 

*  Xni»  No  new  regulation  ahall  be  adopted,  nor  any  existing  one  repealed 
or  altered,  without  having  been  proposed  at  the  preceding  Conference,  and  m 
copy  of  such  addition  or  alteration  aent  to  the  Cammittee  of  each  Aweriatiop. 

XIY .  This  Conference,  conceiving  that  much  advantage  may  arise  finna 
the  mutual  interciiange  of  visits  by  &ie  Metropolitan  Auxlliazy  and  Aiwnria>» 
tion  CommitteeSy  hereby  cordially  invite  them  to  attend  the  reguUff  Dttin^ 
of  this  Conference.  And  the  Committees  of  the  respective  Auxiliary  Socie* 
ties  are  requested  tx)  send  a  copy  of  this  Bescdution  to  tiMir  sefenl  Aaao. 
ciationa. 

Obsertations  on  the  preceding  Reoulatioks* 

i»  The  Secretary  of  the  Conference  b  generally  an  indi* 
▼idual  who  fills  the  same  office  in  one  of  the  Associations  : 
he  should  be  intimately  acquainted  with  the  bunness,  and, 
if  possibki  with  the  local  circumstances  of  all  the  conne6ted 
societies.    His  duties,  as  Secretary  of  the  Conference^  are— • 

1.  To  send  regular  noUce  of  the  Conference  to  every  tnember, 

at  least  three  days  previously. 

2.  To'conduct  the  proceedings  according  to  the  prescribed  order* 
9.  To  send  copies  of  any  Resolutions  to  those  whom  they  re- 
spectively concern* 

4.  To  keep  a  regular  account  of  his  receipts  and  payments. 
6.  To  take  home  and  file  the  Reports*  and  have  those  of  the  re* 
spective  years  bound  in  separate  volumes. 

11.  The  Chairman  has  been  generally  chosen  from  among 
the  secretaries  or  members  of  the  Auxiliary  Committee.  He 
ofught  to  be  a  gentleman  well  acquainted  widi  the  mode  of 
conducting  a  public  meeting,  and  with  the  general  object  and 
detail  of  the  Bible  Society.  After  the  reports  have  beea 
read,  he  should  advert  to  any  peculiar  circumstances  arising 
from  them, — briefly  communicate  the  latest  and  most  interest* 
ing  information  relative  to  the  Parent  Institution, — and  then 
ask  the  secretaries  of  the  Auxiliary  Society,  and  of  the  sev^vl 
Associations,  in  order,  whether  they  have  any- new  proposi* 
tion  to  submit  or  obsorvatioki  to  naJas^    The  bxftiness  bdn^ 


Beneficial  effeota  of  the  Southwark  Ckm&Knoe. 

^Qiofiudedf  the  Chairman  announces  those  general  or  anni* 
veraary  meetings  which  occur  in  the  ensuing  quarter,  and 
Adjourns  the  Conference. 

lit  In  reference  to  the  V Ilth  Reguhtion,  k  may  not  be 
Improper  to  observe,  that  while  it  is  optional  with  the  Com- 
mittee of  every  Association  to  adopt  these  recommendations, 
tiiey  should  always  be  received  and  considered  with  the  great- 
tet  attention ;  and,  if  rejected,  the  grounds  of  such  rejection 
should  be  fully  and  respectfully  reported  to  the  ensuing  Con* 


IV.  Many  advantages  have  arisen  from  the  arrangement 
specified  in  the  XlthRegulation.  The  precise  tune  for  hold- 
ing every  meeting  being  generally  known,  those  gentlemen 
Hvho  are  in  the  habit  of  attending  tnem  form  their  engagements 
accordingly ;  and  the  luiabated  interest  that  has  been  nuun- 
tained  for  more  than  eight  years,  furnishes  the  best  evidence 
of  the  propriety  of  this  plan*  Were  the  anniversary  meet- 
ings of  Bible  Societies,  tnroughout  the  whole  kingdom,  simi- 
larly and  definitively  fixed,  results  equally  ben^cial  might 
he  confidently  anticipated* 

.  S,  The  institution  of  a  Quarterly  Conference  in  Souih- 
wark  has  been  attended  with  the  most  happy  ^ects.  It  has 
not  only  produced  that  mutual  knowledge  and  affection 
which  should  characterize  a  band  of  brothers,  but  it  has  tended 
to  infuse  a  full  and  correct  knowledge  of  the  object  in  view| 
the  design  is  comprehended  and  appreciated;  and  that 
4X>rdial  co-operation  which  results  from  decided  conviction 
and  coiiscientious  approval  is  firmly  secured. — Before  the 
establishment  c^  this  Periodical  Conference,  the  Committee 
ot  the  Southwark  Auxiliary  Society  had  reason  to  believe 
the  effects  of  llieir  labours  were  beneficial;  but  they  little 
>enected,  that,  within  so  short  a  period,  there  could  have  been 
collected  a  mass  of  evidence  so  strong  as  to  carry  conviction 
to  every  unprejudiced  mind.  The  records  of  the  Quarterly 
Conference  exhibit  a  conclusive  proof  that  every  objection 
Iiitherto  urffed  against  the  Bible  Society  is  founded  on  as- 
sumptions that  do  not  exist ;  and  that  none  of  the  anticipated 
evils  have  resulted  from  the  greatest  possible  extension  of  the 
eystem. 

The  advantages  attending  this  regular  interchange  of  sen- 
timenty  have  been  more  fiuly  developed  in  each  successive 
yean  To  the  Conference,  as  to  a  centre,  the  wants,  the 
knowledge,  the  zeal,  tfnd  the  inquiries  of  the  Associations  are 
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BiUe  Society  will  be  judged  by  the  effects  produced- 

directed;  and,  from  it,  the  memb^v  return  to  their  Taiiotts 
Allotments^  cheered,  delighted,  ^and  instructed*  On  these  by- 
teresting  occasions,  every  new  measure  which  has  been  at^ 
tended  with  beneficial  effects  in  any  one  Association,  is  com* 
.  municated  and  exjdained  for  the  benefit  of  the  wholes 
those  litde  difficulties  which  will  occasionally  occur,  even  in 
the  best  arranged  system,  are  prudently  but  effectually  re^ 
moved  ;  and  a  spirit  of  friendly  concert  and  co-operation  ia 
cherished  and  extended. 

In  order  to  render  the  example  of  Southwark  still  m<»e 
attractive,  by  the  detail  of  beneficial  and  practical  results,  a 
SHEET  OF  FACTS,  extracted  from  the  records  of  the  Quarterly 
Conference,  was  published  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1816^ 
which  has  been  extensively  circulated  throughout  the  kingdoms 
and  may  now  be  considered  as  one  of  the  stock-papers  for 
Bible  Associations.  The  anecdotes  in  the  following  specimea 
are  derived  from  the  same  source:  and  while  they  confirm  the 
zeal  of  those  who  have  already  stepped  forward  in  support 
of  this  great  design,  they  may  induce  others  to  consider 
whether  they,  also,  cannot  assist  in  its  extension*  The  Bible 
Society  is,  indeed,  established  on  that  firm  ground  which  argui^ 
ment  can  never  shake,  and  which  reason  and  revelation 
support ;  but  it  is  by  ihe  evidence  of  fads  that  it  will  be 
judged,  and  by  its  results  that  it  will  be  appreciated.  Biblb 
Associations  may  be  termed  the  Fruit^bearing  Branches  of 
the  Parent  Tree — ^to  these,  then,  it  becomes  us  to  look  witli 
faope  and  confidence.  That  authority  will  not  be  questioned; 
by  which  it  has  been  declared,  that  by  its  fruit  we  shall  know 
the  true  nature  of  every  plant ;  nor  will  the  Christian  be.in^ 
duced  to  believe  that  the  grapes  and  die  figs  which  he 
beholds  are  the  produce  of  3ie  thorn  and  die  thistle.  The 
author  will  esteem  his  labours  amply  repaid,  if  only  one  indi- 
vidual sh^  be  thereby  incited  to  virtuous  activity  and  perse^ 
vering  exertion.  He  is  abundantly  convinced,  tfiat  tfie  attend 
tion  of  the  public  will  be  more  and  more  awakened  to  this 
subject;  that  the  system  will  become  ttniversal;  and  that  every 
friend  to  his  coimtry  and  to  mankind  may  rejoice  in  the  an- 
ticipation of  that  day,  when  every  village,  town,  and  parish 
of  our  land  shall  exhibit  its  Bible  Association. 


<rhe  returns  under  the  printed  heads  in  the  following  spe- 
cimen are  those  of  the  St.  George's  Bible  Association,  but 
the  facts  and  observations  are  selected  indiscriminately  firom 
the  Conference  Records.  It  is  to  be  observed,  that  the 
returns  under  the  5th  and  6th  heads  are  given  joindy,  instead 


Specimen  of  a  Report  to  the  Qmrterly  Conference. 
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of  being  entered  separately,  owing  to  some  Httle  inaccuracy  in 
keeping  the  accounts.         

REPORT 
of  the  St.  George's  BiBLf  Association 

TO  THE  QUAKTEKLT  COITFXKEKCS: 

Presented  4th  of  April,  1831. 

1.  Total  amount  of  monejr  received  ainoe  the  ertahliriiment  • .  8000*  14  •  9 

S.  Amount  reoeiyed since  last  Con&rsnoe     • 41.  9*10 

8.  Total  amount  paid  to  the  Auxiliary  since  the  establishment  •  1775 .14.4 
4.  Amount  paid  to  the  Auxiliary  since  last  Conference    .    .        g8.14.  5 


B.     I  T. 
9568  I  605 


S.  Total  number  of  Bibles  and  Tests,  delivered  at  cost-prices 
.  6.        Ditto  Ditto  under  coet^[irices    •    • 

7.        Ditto  Ditto  gratuitously  distributed  €0  {    9r 

a.  Total  number  of  subsoiben  fbr  ^blesand  Testaments  notl   .q, 
yet  supplied ^ J  *" 

9.  Total  number  of  fiee  contributors  now  on  the  books    .    .        895 

10.  Increase  or  decrease  of  subscribers  in  the  last  quarter    .    •  8  less 

11.  ThenumberoCindividuals  on  the  Committee  .    •  •  30       * 
IS.  The  average  number  of  the  Committee  who  have  attended?    _ 

in  the  last  quarter S 


Facts  if  Obseuvatioxts. 

Eight  years  have  now  elapsed  since  the  establishment  of  this  Association  s 
many  have  been  the  changes,  both  in  public  and  private  li&,  that  have  cha- 
racterized this  period ;  but,  throu^  the  blessing  of  the  Most  High,  no 
change  has  taken  place  in  our  love  for  the  cause  we  have  espoused,  nor  any 
abatement  of  interest  been  experienced  in  our  ardent  desires  for  its  success. 
Nor  is  this  a  matter  of  surprise :  whatever  is  of  earthly  origin,  partakes  of 
an  earthly  nature ;  it  flouxishes  fbr  its  appointed  hour,  and  is  gone  !  But 
that  which  is  of  Heavenly  birth,  is  of  an  immortal  nature;  and  those  affec- 
tions which  are  attracted  by  it,  are  of  an  eternal  duration:  ^^  Tkegrtm 
wiiktreih,  ike  ^fiawer/adeik  .*  but  the  Ff^d  0/  our  God  shall  stand /or  ever^ 
Were  it  not  for  those  frequent  changes  of  residence  to  which  the  poor,  espe- 
dally  in  the  metropolis,  are  subjected  firom  a  variety  of  causes,  we  should 
say  that  the  drculation  of  3000  copies  of  the  holy  scriptures  in  our  parish 
had  almost  supplied  the  home  demand.  But  the  distribution  of  nearly  300 
icopies  during  the  last  twelve  months  affords  sufficient  evidence,  that  even 
fjar  the  attainment  of  this,  its  primary  object,  a  Bible  Association  must  be  a 
permanent  Institution.  It  is,  however,  on  other  and  more  extensive  ground$ 
that  we  rest  our  principal  daims  to  •  continued  and  even  increased  support. 
If  the  Bible  be  a  Revelation  from  God,  and  if  it  be  addressed  to  all  mao- 
kind,  it  becomes  the  bounden  duty  of  Christians  to  assist  in  its  universal 
^ssemination.  Let  us  then  cast  our  eyes  over  the  map  of  the  world,  and 
estimate  the  condition  of  its  inhabitants  by  contrasting  it  with  our  own.  Wlr 
deep  and  ext^ve  shades  do  we  behold !— of  how  many  wide4q;iread  regi' 
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*  Reformation  of  an  abandoned  Female  in  Southwark  ]«— 

may  it  jet  be  said,  that  ^  darkmttt  siiU  eoven  the  earik^  amd  grou  rfnrfamriJM^ 
pnpk/'*  Surely  then,  if  we  tightly  appreciate  our  own  blesaii^  the  lacred 
flamfe  of  charity  will  pervade  our  hevts,  and  be  not  only  a  living  but  an 
0ctwe  principle.  We  have  had  much  to  encourage  us ;  and  now  that  pre- 
judice haa  yielded  to  conviction,  and  hoetility  is  diaarmed  by  the  mild  and 
ateady  prwMaa  of  tnilM,  let  ua  be  vatehlUl,  leat,  having  no  eneaiy  to  con* 
tend  with  from  without,  a^pirit  of  apathy  and  indifference  ahouM  grow  up 
within.  Against  tUi  8[nrit  it  is  that  we  would  guard  ouzaelvea  and  cantiott. 
our  brethren.— Can  the  Chriatuin  be  cold,  when  &e  BiUe  is  the  otrject  ?  Gua 
bb  be  •aupi&e,  when  the  tempond  and  etarnai  welfia«  of  mankind  is  the  poiBt 
in  vifiw  r  We  are  justified,  by  the  authority  of  Him  who  ia  emphatically 
^nffiin^^  *Ths  TaUTH^'  lu  aayiug,  that  he  canuot ;  andthathaiacalM 
upon  by  the  profeasioh  he  makes,  by  the  hopes  he  dierishes,  and  by  the 
A^vioun  who  died  for  him,  to  coxisider  cvfrjf  kumam  being  who  rtquiret  JUt 
oiif  as  his  neigl^bovr  and  his  brother. 

Under  these  considerations,  and  contemplating  our  connexion  with  the 
Biriti^h  and  Foreign  Bible  Sodety,  through  the  medium  of  the  Southwaric 
Auxiliary  Society,  ire  feel,  in  an  increasing  degree,  the  duty  that  devi^vea 
oa  us,  of  aending  ibrth  to  the  unenlightened  nations  of  the  earth  that 
sacied  volume  which  *'  ktimga  life  and  immortmUtf  U  light.**  Often  hare« 
we  identified  ouraelvea  with  the  Parent  Institution ;  and  we  love  to  cherish 
the  idea;  to  feel  actuated  by  the  same  principle;  animated  with  the  mmm 
hopes;  and  havii^  our  views  directed  to  the  jmr«  beneficent  purpos^^ 
the  promotion  pf  $e  divine  glory,  and  the  eternal  welfioe  of  the  humsn  race. 
In  reference  to  the  co-operation  of  our  Committee  in  this  great  deaigOt 
it  seems  appro)nriAte  to  state,  that  a  spirit  of  uninterrupted  love,  unity,  and 
cancord  perva&s-our  meetings ;  and  that  those  meetings  have  been  recently 
better  aUended,  the  average  number  present  during  the  hut  quarter  beii^ 
twenty.  It  is  also  gratifying  to  report,  that,  in  a  partial  re^amvas  of  thre^ 
district^  eighty-dx  new  subscribers  have  been  obtained,  among  whom  are  a 
young  man  and  his  ih£e  of  the  Jewish  persuasion,  who  both  appeared  glad 
of  the  opportunity  of  fireely  contributing  to  the  cause.  And  we  would  also 
further  remark,  that  in  part  of  another  district  we  have  no  less  than  thirty 
fkee-subscribers  among  a  class  of  persons  who,  we  fear,  are  frequently  over* 
jDoked  (.—we  mean,  tSe  shopmen  and  clerin  of  our  different  tradesmen.^ 

Pursuant  to  a  resection  of  the  last  Oonference^  a  strict  inquiry  has  been 
nade  of  all  the  pawnbrokers  residing  in  this  parish,  relative  to  the  number 
of  Bibles  and  Testaments  pledged.  The  result,  we  r^oice  to  say,  has  been 
honourable  to  this  class  of  tradesmen  as  well  as  to  the  poor,  as  we  did  not 
find  a  single  cq>y  in  the  hands  of  any  broker.  Having  alluded  to  that 
interesting  people,  the  Jews,  it  may  be  proper  to  observe,  that  we  have 
recently  perceived  an  increaaing  and  gratifying  derire  on  the  pari  of  many 
of  them  to  posaeas  copiea  of  the  Hebrew  .New  Testament  This  may  be 
considered  as  one  of  the  coUatend  advantages  of  Bible  Associations ;  as  thft 
desire  has  evidently  been  excited  by  the  visits  of  the  Collectors  to  these 
poor  and  hitherto  neglected  people. 

Since  our  last  report,  we  have  been  priviteed  to  behold  some  more  of  that 
fhiit  which  ia  promised  to  those  who  go  fixrUi  ^  bearing  freeieus  seeds**  and 
me  select  the  Ibllowing  specimens  for  the  table  around  which  our  brethrea 
MPe  now  assembled— In  one  of  our  districts,  so  proverbially  profligate  as  to 
hmve  acquired  tiie  name  of  the  '^  fbrlom  hope,**  the  Collectors  cdled  at  m 
house  of  the  wont  description  >— on  making  their  errand  known,  a  young 
iiroman  about  twenty-two  yean  of  age  replied,  '^  It  is  not  fit  for  a  person 
like  me  to  have  a  Bible— I  am  widked  enough  !**  She  seemed  to  think  that 
the  possession  of  a  Bible  would  increase  her  responsibSlity,  and  consequently 
her  guilt  and  Aiture  misery.     The/Jiad  much  conrersation  with  her^  ana 


dmf^^Y.y,  OTAawwwr  omwrnmum,  Mitt 

■  .  ^       I       ■ 

ind  her  tdmittiKMi  into  a  Penkentiaiy.— AefonnAtiQii  of  a  Dninktrd. 

■lUMMf^  tkey  found,  in  the  fidlowing  week,  that  she  had  removed  to  another 
street  in  the  same  district,  she  made  it  a  pdnt  of  meeting  them,  told  than 
she  was  extren^el/  denroui  of  leaTing  her  way  of  life,  and  eameitly  beggbd 
for  a  Testament  This  was  cheerfully  voted  by  our  Committee  s  and  tto 
Collectors  in  the  fiillowing  month  report—*^  The  young  woman  spoken  of  in 
our  last  report,  on  our  next  collecting-day,  presented  herself  to  us  before  we 
reached  her  abode:  ahe  was  evidently  looking  for^us;  her  demeanour  was 
humble,  end  her  looks  expressive  of  great  anxiety  and  contrition.  We 
shall  long  remember  her  expressions  of  gratitude  on  receiving  the  New 
Testament  voted  to  heri  chuping  it  in  her  hands,  she  excUumed,  ^  Never, 
no^  never,  under  any  circumstances,  will  I  part  with  iU'  From  all  that  we 
beheld,  we  do  cherish  the  pleairing  hope  that  it  has  been  said  to  her,  *"  O0 
umd  $m  no  mart.^  On  the  transfer  of  this  scene  of  iniquity  and  woe  to  the 
Ladies*  Committee,  this  young  woman  was  visited  by  their  Collectors »  her 
anxiety  to  be  removed  from  her  wretched  course  of  living  induced  tho 
prompt  exertions  of  those  benevolent  Ladies  %  and,  on  proper  mvestigation. 
She  was  judgeil  the  most  suitable  object  among  many  for  immediate  admie« 
aion  into  Uut  House  of  Mercy,  the  Ltmimi  FnmmU  PmiimHurp.  From 
the  last  report  of  the  Ladies*  Committee  we  extract  the  following  paasagei 
aelative  to  this  poor  penitent  s— *  Since  her  admission  into  the  house,  &e 
has  conducted  herself  with  uniform  propriety,  and  there  is  every  reason  ttt 
believe  that  her  repentance  is  deep  and  sincere.  Her  expressions  of  gratL* 
(ude,  when  speaking  of  those  who  were  the  means  of  snatching  her  as 
*  a  ^mmi  fnm  M«  kmirmug^  were  truly  ajfecting  t  and  she  has  otlen  sBid» 
^  I  hope  ^  instructions  I  have  received  will  be  blessed,  to  the  saving  of  my 
soul  from  eternal  destruction :  there  is  no  sufieri^g  that  I  would  not  gbdly 
be  exposed  to,  rather  than  return  to  a  life  of  sin.'  Frequently,  with  tears  of 
sorrow^  she  expresses  herself  anxious  to  find  that  mercy  which  is  only  to  be 
obtained  by  fiuth  in  Jesus  Chri8t.***-Gratifying  and  encouraging  as  this  fod 
has  been  to  us,  we  have  reason  to  anticipate  still  fiirther  blessings.  A 
mei^bour  of  this  poor  penitent,  having  heard  what  was  become  of  her 
companion  in  guilt,  accosted  our  Collectors,  expressing  a  strong  desire  to 
ouit  her  way  of  life  alsow  She  was  referred  to  the  advke  and  coux^  of  tha 
Ladies  before  mentioned ;  and  we  humbly  hope  that  the  day  which  has 
dawned  upon  the  Ifeart  of  her  friend  may  likewise  be  the  harbuiger  of  peeo* 
and  mercy  to  her. 

After  detailing  this  interesting  anecdote,  the  Collectors  add—'*  We  foel 
particularly  encouraged  to  the  punctual  observance  of  the  day  and  hour  for 
cdllecting ;  for  these  two  unfortunate  females  had  uotioed  our  regularity  :-* 
tbwe  times  the  one,  and  twice  the  other,  met  us  at  the  accustomed  hour  aa 
we  paased  toward  their  abodes  x  in  waiting,  they  were  not  disappointed :  aad^ 
we  humbly  trust,  we  may  say  that  we  have  found  our  reward. 

We  fiedt  much  pleasure  at  an  interview  we  had  with  a  medical  gentlemao* 
who  readily  came  forward  as  a  contributor  of  a  guinea  per  annum ;  adding, 
that  he  thought  Bible  Associations  had  wrought  much  good  as  it  related  to 
the  improvement  of  the  lower  orders;  and  that  he  was  pleased  when  he  saw 
a  Bible  in  the  rooms  of  his  poor  patients,  believing  it  had  made  many, 
whom  he  had  known  years  before  to  be  dirty  and  dishonest,  cleanly  in  their 
dwellings  and  punctual  in  their  payments. 

In  another  district,  a  working  man  had  been  repeatedly  called  on,  and 
invited  to  subscribe  for  a  Bible,  but  without  success.  His  habitual  drunken, 
neas  exhausted  those  means  that  should  have  been  appropriated  to  the  sup- 
port and  comfort  of  his  fiimily,  and  his  habitation  bore  evidents  marks  of 
the  tendency  of  these  habits  of  intemperanee.  The  Collectors  penevered 
i«  teir  visits  flfnerey;  ndatlengtbhewaaiDdaoedtobeeoaieaauheGrihte 
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ibr  «  Bible,  whidi  he  reodred  aome  montlis  ago.  The  peniaal  of  it  hps^ 
under  the  divine  bleaaiiig,  produced  a  total  dumge  in  his  conducts  his 
habita  of  inebriety  axe  entirely  xeliquiahed,  and  ma  fiunily  become  com- 
fortable  and  happj.  This  fikct  will  appear  the  more  atriking,  when  we  add,- 
that  his  fbrm^  dissolute  companions  repeatedly  endeayouied  to  persuade 
him  to  desist  from  subaciibing,  and  have  since  uivently  invited  him  to  join 
in  their  excesses ;  but  in  vain.  His  reply  to  their  temptations  is— ^  For- 
merly  I  was  always  poor,  and  in  debt ;  but  now  I  am  comfbrtable,  and  can 
lay  by  three  shillings  a  week." 

Afemaleservant,  wbohadbeenasubsdriber  of  l«.  IdL  per  quarter  from  the 
commencement  of  the  Association,  bdng  lately  called  on  for  her  aubacriplion, 
put  a  double  Mm  into  the  hands  of  the  Collector,  who  asked  her  the  reason  of 
it;  when  she  answered  cheerfully,  that  as  she  found  comfort  and  consoktioa 
to  her  own  mind  in  reading  the  Scriptures,  she  was  glad  it  waa  in  her  power 
to  add  to  her  contributions,  for  the  benefit  of  others. 

The  following  contingent  ben^t  of  Bible  Associations  we  cannot  paaa 
unnoticed,  although  perhaps  not  strictiy  within  our  proionoe.  A  fi«e  con- 
tributor, lesidii^  in  our  eleventh  district,  was  in  the  constant  habit  of  openings 
shop  on  the  aabbath^ays.  •The  CoUecton  ventured  to  allude  to  the  immoralitj 
and  inconsistency  of  this  practice^  especially  in  one  who  supported  the  Bible 
Society.  Some  time  afterward  they  visited  the  shop,  and  were  accosted  in  the 
JfoUowing  words—"  We  have  given  up  serving  on  Sundays-— we  had  long 
thought  it  not  right,  and  we  have  now  made  up  our  minds  never  to  serve 
again  on  that  day :  our  customers  came  into  our  way  veiy  well ;  we  take  as 
much  as  ever,  and  we  were  never  ao  happy  in  our  lives."  In  a  conspkuooa 
part  of  tiieir  shop  they  have  paired  up,  in  large  letters,  ^No  aerving  on 
flundaya." 

In  a  finrmer  report  we  had  occanon  to  notice  the  liberBlitjnaf  a  Jew  i« 
procuring  a  Bible  for  a  Christian  lad  in  his  employ;  and,  as  whatever  discove» 
a  diminiuied  prejudice  in  that  interesting  people  is  pleasing  to  record,  we  be^ 
leave  to  introduce  the  following  particulars : — ^After  delivering  the  sacred 
volume  to  the  youth,  we  asked  his  master  to  allow  him  time  for  its  perusal ; 
he  replied,  "  As  I  never  suffer  him  to  woik  on  my  sabbath,  so  I  never  permit 
him  to  work  on  Atf  own  t  he  will  therefore  have  two  days  in  a  week  to  hinu 
■elf.  I  also  require  him  to  attend  divine  service  on  Ids  own  sabbath,  for  I 
wish  eveiy  one  to  wonhip  God  according  to  the  dictates  of  his  consdence.** 

The  limits  judiciously  prescribed  for  these  Reports,  preclude  our  enter- 
ing into  further  details.  In  conclusion,  we  congratulate  you  and  the  reli- 
gious population  of  Southwaxk,  on  the  immense  circulation  of  the  Bible 
among  our  labouring  poor,  which  we  hesiUte  not  to  affirm  has  produced  the 
best  effects,  in  promoting  that  good  order  and  peaceM  demeanour  which  is 
witnessed  in  this  popiuous  district,  where  so  many  have  been,  and  are,  in 
want  of  the  common  necessaries  of  Hfe.  This  is  one  of  the  benefits  arising 
from  the  dissemination  and  perusal  of  that  sacred  volume,  which  is  calcu* 
lated  to  teach  aU  dasses  submission  amidst  the  most  trying  dispensaticms  of 
Divine  Providence,  and  ^pendenoe  iir  the  hour  of  need,  by  inducing  the 
suffiarer  to  view  all  as  coming  from  His  hand  ^^  who  arderetk  aii  thikgs  w€lL** 


SECTION  VI. 

GBNERAI4   REMARKS. 

^   As  no  district  in  Great  Britain  has  exhibited  a  more  gratify- 
ing iUuatration  of  the  systenv  in.  the  moral  effects  pioducedf 
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than  that  wherein  it  was  originally  adopted;  the  audior  feela 
himself  justified  in  extracting,  from  the  reports  of  the  South- 
wark  Society,  his  former  observations  in  reference  to  this  sub- 
ject. ^  The  fiicts  by  which  they  are  supported  have  lost  none 
of  their  importance ;  and  the  correctness  of  the  views  originally 
taken  by  the  exemplary  Committee  of  that  Institution,  has 
been  abundantly  confirmed  by  subsequent  and  more  extensive 
experience, 

1.  Firm  and  erect  on  the  rock  of  Truth,  the  British  and  Foreign 
Bible  Society  neither  dreads  nor  courts  opposition  :  when  her  mo« 
tive  and  design  have  been  assailed  by  argument,  she  has  fotmd  her 
defenders,  and  their  triumph  is  attested  by  her  success ;  but  when 
the  object  and  results  of  her  Auxiliary  and  subordinate  Societies  are 
called  in  question,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  those  entrusted  with  their 
management  to  step  forward  to  con-ect  mbrepresentation  and  to 
check  the  progress  of  error*  Far  be  it  from  your  Committee  to 
ascribe  improper  motives  to  any  individual ;  that  perfect  liberty  of 
sentiment  which  they  claim  for  you  and  for  themselves,  .they  most 
cheerfully  concede  to  others ;  but  they  would  ask.  Whether  those 
hypotheses  and.  consequences,  started  and  deduced  b^  a  few  indivi*' 
duals  avowedly  hostile  to  the  Bible  Society,  and  practically  ignorani 
c»f  its  operations,  should  weigh  in  any  unprejudiced  mind  against  tiie 
simple  and  single  object  of  that  society,  and  the  aeiual  eS&ctM  of  its 
establishment-*-an  obfect  confined  as  it  is  exclusively  to  the  universal 
diffusion  of  the  holy  scriptures  without  note  or  comment;  and 
fffJBcU  proved  to  be  beneficial,  and  in  no  respect  injurious,  by  the 
intimate  personal  observation  and  concurrent  testimony  of  more  than 
650  disinterested  individuals  in  your  district  alone  ?  They  would  re« 
spectfiiUy  submit,  that,  when  the  calculations  of  theory  have  been 
thus  refuted  by  the  results  of  experience,  it  is  the  province  of  wisdom 
not  only  to  withdraw  from  the  side  of  imagination,  but  to  join  the 
nmks  of  Truth* 

2.  It  has  been  more  than  insinuated,  tiiat  tiiere  is  a  concealed 
design  in  the  members  of  the  Bible  Societ^to  subvert  the  established 
rdiigion  of  tiie  land:  now,  without  entering  the  lists  of  disputation 
to  prove  the  absurdity  of  this  groundless  supposition,  it  may  be 
fairly  assumed,  that  were  it  possible  for  such  an  intention  to  exist, 
some  indication  of  its  existence  would  be  apparent  in  6outhwark» 
and  that  the  ramifications  of  this  dangerous  conspiracy  would  be 
traced  through  the  open  and  unguarded  barriers  of  your  Bible  Asso« 
ciations.  But  what  is  the  fad  ?  Let  the  clergymen  of  your  district 
be  asked  the  question— they  will  tell  you  that  their  churches  have 
been  better  filled,  and  more  regularly  attended,  since  your  Establish* 
ment — that  their  congregations  not  only  progressively  increase  in 
numbers,  but  improve  in  habits  of  decorum  and  propriety  of  conduct 
< — and  that,  amongst  them,  there  are  many  individuals  who  have  been 
awakened  to  a  sense  of  their  religious  duties,   through  their  con-* 
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nexidti  with  your  Bible  Associations.  From  imongst  numeroui  i 
dotes  illustrative  of  this  fact,  your^  Committee  select  the  followiDg^~ 
A  tradesman  in  the  parish  of  Rotherhithe  had  been  frequently  solioted 
to  join  the  Association,  but  had  declined,  having,  as  he  expressed  it» 
**  nothing  to  do^  with  the  Bible  ;*'  and  truly  his  practice  corresponded 
with  his  sentiment,  as  he  lived  in  utter  violation  of  the  sabbath, 
never  attending  religious  worship,  and  keeping  his  shop  constantly 
open  on  ^at  day.  After  many  mcmths,  he  was  induced  by  the  ex- 
ample of  his  neighbours  to  become  a  free-contributor;  and  on  being 
«skedby  the  collectors  whether  he  had  a  Bible,  he  replied  that  he 
had.  and  that  he  should  now  look  into  it  and  see  what  it  was  about : 
he  kept  his  promise,  and  the  efiect  has  been  such  as  might  be  ex* 
pectea ;  his  shop  is  now  closed  on  the  sabbath-day,  his  conduct  and 
manners  have  undergone  a  total  change,  and  he  is  constant  and  regu- 
lar in  his  attendance  on  divine  worship  at  his  parish  church..  Surely 
every  ingenuous  mind  must  acknowledge,  ml  the  dangerous  tea* 
dency  of  societies  producing  effecu  like  these,  is  purely  imaginary ; 
and  that  the  only  unpleasant  consequence  to  be  apprenendai  fnmi 
their  universal  establishment,  is,  that  every  place  opened  for  Christian 
worship  will  be  found  insufficient  to  accommodate  those  who  are 
d^irous  to  attend. 

S.  An  opinion  having  been  expressed,  tliat  the  union  of  persons 
of  different  religious  persuasions  would  not  only  impede  the  progress 
of  this  work  of  mercy,  but  lead  to  strife  and  contention,  it  is  ob* 
served : — Several  years  having  now  elapsed  since  the  formation  of 
your  society,  ample  opportunity  has  been  afforded  for  forming  a  just 
estimate  of  Uiose  means  which  have  contributed  to  its  success ;  and 
your  Committee  would  not  do  justice  to  their  feelings,  did  they  not 
record,  as  one  of  the  most  prominent  of  those  means,  that  spirit  of 
harmony  and  love  which  has  constantly  governed  their  proceedings. 
Nor  has  this  cementing  power  been  confined  to  their  own  memben; 
—like  the  precious  oil  poured  on  the  head  of  Aaron,  and  which  fell 
even  to  the  skirts  of  his  garment,  it  has  descended  to  your  children, 
and  its  sweet  and  balmy  influence  has  been  equally  perceptible  in 
the  several  Committees  of  your  Twelve  Associations;  evincing  its 
presence  by  that  affectionate  forbearance,  that  mutual  concession^ 
and  that  cordiality  of  co-operation,  which  so  well  become  the 
flingleness  and  purity  of  the  object,  and  the  character  of  its  profes^ 
advocates.  Your  Committee  cannot  contemplate  a  scene  like  that 
which  is  continually  before.thera,  without  asking  wbetlier  this  haf^y 
union  of  more  than  650  individuals,  comprising  members  of  every 
denomination  of  professing  Christians,  annually  formed,  renewed,  and 
preserved,  could  possibly  exist,  were  the  object  in  view  unworthy 
of  decided  and  unqualified  support  ?  On  the  broad  and  firm  basis 
of  THE  BIBLE,  they  meet  and  they  unite— they  erect  no  separate 
tabernacles,  but  thev  preserve  inviolate  their  individual  parualitiea 
—they  r^et  that  they  have  been  so  long  divided,  but  they  rejoice 
in  the  discovery  of  that  common  jcentre  where  they  can  cposcieii^ 
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Imsly  and  cordially  moet,  and  where  the  love  which  they  bear  one 
another  ia  but  an  evidence  of  that  affsction  wherein  thqr  embnco 
Ihe  fmiverBal  family  of  man. 

4.  It  has  been  asserted,  that  dielAoaring  chm^  of  society  can* 
not  comprehend  the  Bible  alone.  It  is  at  all  times  painful  to  con* 
tradict  a  positive  assertion;  but  your  Committee  would  be  guilty  of  a 
dereliction  of  their  ^uty,  did  tnev  not  unequivocally  declare,  that 
Aey  have  had  ample  proof  that  the  poor  do  comprehend  the  sacred 
inritings,  so  far  at  least  as  to  experience,  in  numerous  instances,  a 
happy  diange  wrought  in  their  lives  and  conversation  by  the  per* 
nsal.  How  far  die  individuals  who  compose  the  great  mass  of 
society  may  view  every  text  and  passage  in  precisely  the  same  light, 
.it  is  not  fiMT  your  Committee  to  judge  3  nor,  perhaps,  would  it  be 
teasOBsJ>le  to  expect  it,  until  their  more  enlightened  brethren  ex<- 
hibit  this  clearness  of  vision  and  unity  of  comprehension*  Yua 
have  already  received  the  most  satisfactory  evidence,  that  the  Bibles 
hitherto  distributed  by  you  have  produced  a  great  and  beneficial 
effect;  but  if  there  be  any  one  who  is  desirous  of  placing  the  **  Book 
of  Common  Prajer,"  or  any  other  <' Illustration"  of  the  Sacred 
Text,  in  the  habitations  of  the  poor,  the  way  is  plain  and  open ;  and 
he  may  conscientiously  satisfy  his  benevolent  intention,  either  per* 
sooally  as  an  individual,  or  through  the  medium  of  those  exceUeni 
mstitutions  formed  for  this  special  purpose.  Your  object  is  the 
circulation  of  the  volume  of  inspiration  alone  s — here,  there  can  be 
no  doubt,  no  diversity  of  opinion,  no  obstacle  to  cordial  and  entire 
union :  this  is  the  ground  of  our  common  foi/A,  the  source  of  oar 
common  Hope^  the  pledge  of  our  common  CJkarttv:  it  is  the  sacred 
charter  of  our  dearest  privileges :  it  is  equally  addressed  to  all :  il 
is  the  common  property  of  created  man ;  and  he  who  withholds  it 
from  any  portion  or  the  universal  family,  deprives  them  of  a  right 
which  tbey  derive  from  Gep. 

5.  Some  opponenU  of  the  Bible  Society,  who  formerly  denied 
both  the  inchnaticm  and  ability  of  the  labouring  classes  to  co-operate 
in  promoting  its  design,  have  now  changed  sides,  and  affect  to  tracer 
in  the  astonishing  growth  and  success  of  Bible  Associations,  a 
desire  to  ^<  oppress  the  poor."  If  such  objectors  be  actuated  by 
the  spirit  of  Christian  candour,  they  will  behold  satisfactory  prooft 
of  thu  ability  and  inclination,  in  the  aggregate  amount  contributed; 
in  the  decided  preference  given  to  the  highesi'priced  bibles;  and  in . 
the  lisuof  subscribers,  which  comprise  a  body  exceeding  21,000 
persons  within  the  sphere  of  your  society.  And  the  same  candid 
feeling  will  intimate,  that  it  is  a  voluntary  co-operation  on  the  part 
of  their  less  affluent  neighbours,  who  experience,  in  this  new  exercise 
of  benevolence,  a  puie  delight  to  which  they  had  previously  been 
atrangers;  while  many  of  them  acknowledge  that  they  have  thus  ac- 
quired habits  of  domestic  order,  sobriety,  and  economy,  hif^hly  con* 
ducive  to  their  temporal  welfare.  Among  the  many  practical  iUus* 
trationa  of  these  remarb,  which  have  fallen  under  the  observatipn 
of  your  Committee,  there  is  one  so  peculiarly  i^plicabte  to  this  sub* 
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lect/that  they  deem  it  worthy  of  particular  notice^ — A  pttblican^  whp 
had  been  repeatedly,  but  ivauily  solicited  to  subscribe,  at  length  ad* 
dressed  the  collectors  in  these  words:  **  Gentlemen,  I  have  often 
told  you  that  you  would  spoil  my  trade;  and  now  I  find  I  was  right; 
for  I  do  not  sell  near  so  much  hquor  as  I  formerly  did  ;  and  instead 
of  spending  thdr  Sunday  evenings  at  m;^  house,  drinking  and 
smoking,  my  customers  stay  at  home  poring  over  your  BUyles»" 
The  couectors  asked  him  whether  he  did  not  believe  that  his  cus- 
tomers got  all  they  wanted  from  his  house,  and  whether  they  did 
not  now  pay  for  all  they  got.  After  a  pause,  he  replied,  "  Yes^ 
"Gentlemen — ^I  see  it  is  a  good  things"  and  he  has  since  becon^e  a 
member  of  the  society^ 

6.  Much  has  been  said  relative  to  the  supposed  danger  of  con- 
vening together  the  labouring  classes ;  and  much  ingenuity  has  been 
wasted  in  the  supposed  discovery  of  manifold  evils  which  were  to 
follow  those  general  meetings  of  Bible  Associations.  Your  Com- 
mittee would  again  answer  by  Facts.  In  no  part  of  Great  tBritain 
has  the  experiment  been  so  long,  so  fully,  and  so  frequently  tried 
as  in  Southwar*: ;  and  you  know  the  result :  not  only  have  those 
dangers  been  proved  to  be  altogether  visionary,  but  the  most  pro- 
minent advantages  have  been  of  a  nature  diametrically  opposite: 
instead  of  *'  disorder  and  confusion,*'  the  greatest  regiilarity  and 
decorum  characterize  those  annual  assemblies ;  instead  of  **  ignorant 
enthusjfists,"  we  see  rational  and  quiet  auditors;  instead  of  Semalics, 
we  behold  sober-minded  Christians.  If  our  opponents  would  only 
favour  us  with  their  company  on  these  interesting  occasions,  thev 
would  speedily  find  that  their  views  of  the  subiect  are  merely  imagi* 
nary,  and  that  the  advantages  of  those  general  meetings  are  equally 
numerous  and  striking. 

7.  Some  worthy  individuals  have  expressed  a  fear,  that  the  tem- 
poral necessities  of  the  poor  may  be  neglected  in  the  universal  desire 
to  administer  to  their  spiritual  wants :  and  othe»  have  been  appre- 
hensive lest  the  numerous  charitable  institutions  of  our  land  should 
suffer,  by  having  the  stream  of  public  bounty  dnrected  into  a  new 
channel.  Your  Committee  rejoice  that  they  are  enabled  to>emove 
those  fears,  and  that  your  district  affords  a  perfect  illustration  of  the 
train  of  argument  adopted  in  a  late  admired  and  valuable  publica- 
tion* : — the  funds  of  other  institutions  are  not  only  unimpaired,  but 
materially  augmented,  and  the  temporal  wants  of  the  poor  are  re- 
lieved beyond  all  former  precedent. 

8.  Nor  should  it  be  forgotten,  that  there  is  indisputable  evidence, 
that  to  the  influence  of  Bible  Associations  we  may  confidently  look 
for  that  ultimate  amelioration  of  the  state  of  the  labouring  classes  of 
society,  which  has  long  been  rather  the  desire  than  the  expectation 
of  every  true  friend  to  his  country.    While  the  gradual  increase  of 

•  Dr*  Chalmen  on    •«  the  Infltience  of  Bible  S>cledei    on  the  teikiporal 
s^,  of  the  Poor.*!  .     .  *^ 
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paqperiMn  has  afforded  a  subject  for  deep  and  serious  donoenit  it  ia 
consoling  to  reflect,  that  something  comparable  to  a  moral  sinkmf^ 
fund  has  been  thus  established,  which  operates  powerfully  towaroi 
th^  liquidation  of  this  heaTS  and  deploraole  incumbrance^  and  the 
e&ct  of  which  may  be  already  traced  in  the  improved  aspect  of 
numerous  families  within  your  district. 

9.  Butletit  always  be  remembered,  that  an  object  infinitely 
higher,  and  effects  incomparably  more  yaluable,  are  inyolyed 
in  these  considerations.  To  place  the  sacred  yolume  in  every 
cottage  of  our  land,  and,  by  mteresting  its  inhabitants  in  the 
nature  and  design  of  a  Bible  Association,  to  ^'  raise  a  defence 
against  the  extension  of  pauperism,"  is  a  great  and  happy  re* 
^t.  But  will  the  effects  terminate  heret  We  have  the 
most  conclusive  evidence  that  they  will  not:  the  fountain  of 
charity  is  opened;  the  stone  h&s  been  rolled  away  from  the 
well*s  mouth,  and  the  waters,  long  restnuned,  now  Durst  forth 
and  flow  in  every  direction,  ^o  one  is  such  an  enthusiast  at 
to  suppose  that  a  moral  change  has  been  wrought  in  every 
mind ;  or  that  every  habitation  into  which  the  Bible  has  been 
introduced,  has  resounded  to  the  song  of  gratitude  and 
praise :  the  CiP  of  truth  itself  has  dechred,  that  all  would 
not  receive  the  seed  of  the  kingdom ;  and  those  who  are  pri- 
vileged to  dispense  this  inestimable  blessing  are  sensible,  tnat 
when,  like  '*  the  sower ^  they  haye  gone  forth  to  sow,  some 
has  **  fallen  by  the  way  side^'*  some  **  on  stony  ground^  and 
some  **  among  thorns;^  but  they  gratefully  feel  and  know  that 
much  has  *^  fallen  upon  good  ground^  and. that  the  fruit  is 
rapidly  maturing.  The  poor  already  begin  to  feel  Aat  they 
live  not  for  themselyes  alone ;  that  they  can  assist  in  throwing 
open  the  portals  of  benevolence;  and  that,  while  they  receiye 
the  greater  share  of  benefit  themselves,  they  nuiy  dispense 
blessings  to  the  uniyerse.  It  has  been  well  observed  by  the 
enlight^ied  author  to  yrhom  reference  has  just  been  made, 
^  diat  it  is  not  so  easy  to  awaken  the  beneyolent  principle  out 
of  its  sleep,  as,  when  once  awakened  in  behalf  of  one  object^ 
to  excite  and  interest  it  in  behalf  of  another."  And  neyer 
has  this  truth  been  so  strikingly  exemplified,  as  by  the  results 
of  Bible  Associations.  The  heart  that  appeared  cold  even  to 
its  own  immei^te  claims,  has  awakened  at  the  imwonted 
voice  of  kindness  to  a  sense  of  relative  and  social  duties :  no 
Icyiger  rendered  torpid  by  the  persuasion  that  its  happiness 
or  misery  was  alike  the  subject  of  indifference  to  all  around, 
it  shiakes  off  l^e  benumbing  influence,  and  rejoices  in  the 
light  of  die  Sun  of  Righteousness,  whose  beams  not  only 
irradiate  its  patli#  but  aiumate  its  hopea^    The  low  pursuits 
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Aat  had  so  long  degraded  and  enslaved,  assume  their  projier 
aspect;  and  as  they  dmiinish  in  the  estimate,  the  value  and 
the  beauty  of  industry,  morality,  and  religion,  are  beheld  «nd 
appreciated;  the  claims  of  dutyare^cognised;  and,  as  these 
are  discharged,  the  gen^ous  principle  expands.  He  who 
recently  beheved  that  no  one  felt  for  him,  now  feels  for  all 
mankind:  he  to  whom  the  Bible  was  an  object  of  total 
unconcern,  now  glows  with  an  ardent  desire  that  all  may  be 
partakers  of  the  blessings  it  offers  and  imparts:  he  may, 
mdeed,  be  one  of  **  the  poor  of  this  world,  but,  "  rich  %n 
ftnth^  his  charity  extends,  his  capacity  enlarges;  he  hais 
tasted  the  ''luxury  of  doing  good;"  and  his  existence  has 
dmved  new  charms  from  vie  exercise  of  Christian  benevt#- 
knoe:  wherever  man  exists,  he  hails  a  brother— wherever 
misery  is  found,  he  pants  to  be  a  friend.  * 

**  If  we  would  fully  appreciate  the  glorious  exercise  of  charity,  to  which 
Ihe  Bible  Society  invites  us,**  says  a  distinguished  advocate  of  the  cause,* 
^  we  should  eoiiaider  ourselves  not  merely  to  Englishmen,  but  as  members 
«f  the  whole  &mily  of  man-  The  miserable  savase,  who  wanders  In  the 
desert  of  the  forest,  untutored  and  unsubdued,  is  still  a  bcother  of  oar  vlm^ 
created  like  ourselves  in  the  image  of  God,  and  like  us  an  heir  of  iDUXxn:te»> 
fity.  For  near  six  thousand  years,  the  groans  of  nature  have  been  heard  lA 
eveiy  land  c  but  sages  and  prophets  have  consoled  us  with  the  aasurancek 
that  these  times  shaU  have  an  end ;  that  a  new  order  of  tilings  shafl  trise^ 
and  that  the  blessings  of  the  Gospel  shall,  ere  long,  call  forth  ftata  ifi  vk^ 
tions  the  sacred  and  lofty  measures  of  adoration  and  praise.  Evea  now,  \ 
seem  to  myself  to  behold  the  dawning  of  that  brighter  day  t  even  now,  by 
the  fiivour  of  Providence  upon  the  labours  of  £ng]i^men»  and  espedally  by 
means  of  the  Bible  Society,  the  glad  tidings  of  the  Gospel  are  heard  in  the 
most  distant  regions.  Tnnslationa  of  the  Scriptures  are  prooeeding  to  ala 
extent  beyond  2l  example ;  and  if  the  society  continue  to  act  aecoraii^  t* 
the  promise  of  its  present  exertions,  the  Gospel  will  soon  have  been  ]Mrea<£ed 
not  in  this  island  only,  or  where  its  institutions  and  language  are  known,  but 
'  unto  all  that  dwell  on  the  earth,  to  every  nation,  and  kindred,  and  toi^e, 
■ad  people.'  Wherever  the  footsteps  of  civilisation  can  be  traced,  there  will 
men  read,  in  their  own  tongue,  the  wonderful  works  o£  God.  In  tfaa 
contemplation  of  these  things,  I  am  struck  with  a  degree  of  admiration  and 
astonishment  which  I  cannot  express.  I  would  venture  to  borrow  the  woids 
•f  that  sacred  book  which  it  is  the  object  of  this  meeting  to  dispense  to  all 
men,  and  inquire,  '  Who  hath  heard  such  a  thing  ?  who  hath  seen  such 
things  ?*  *  Ask  now  of  the  days  that  are  past  since  the  day  that  0«i 
created  man  upon  the  earth,  and  ask  from  the  one  side  of  heaven  cmto  fbm 
other,  whether  there  hath  been  any  such  thing  as  this  great  thing  ia,  or  hath 
been  heard  like  it  V  Except  the  day  of  Pentecost,  I  know  of  nothing  to 
eompaxe  with  it  The  temple  of  Truth  has  been  founded  and  built  up  in 
Britain ;  but  the  light  is  streaming  throu^  every  outlet  to  ail  the  regions  <^ 
the  world.  It  has  penetrated  the  hut  of  the  shivering  native  of  Labcador :  it 
has  cheered  the  dwelling  of  the  poor  Hindoo.  The  glory  of  the  Lou>  is 
▼istting  his  Church;  from  every  quarter  the  gentiles  are  comii^  to  her 

»  Ravt  W.  Dtaltryr  Reetor  of  Clapham. 
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I^t,  and  kings  to  the  bri^tnen  of  het  rising.  The  consdlinff  dedantioiis 
of  ^e  {vrophets  appear,  eyen  in  these  days  of  conflict,  to  benst  approadi- 
ifi^  thebr  completion ;  the  bright^t  yisioDS  of  our  poets  seem  on  the  point  of 
beu^  xealiaedy  when, 

*'One  song  em^oyB  all  natio^  and  all  cry, 
Worthy  the  Lamb,  for  H^Fas  slain  for  us! 
The  dwellets  in  the  Tales  and  on  the  rodu 
Shout  to  each  other,  and  the  mountain  tops 
From  distant  mountains  catch  the  flying  joj. 
Till,  nation  after  natioo  taught  the  stnun, 
£arth  rolls  the  rapturous  Hosanna  round.' 

^  As  sure  as  the  voice  of  prophecy  has  fi)retold  them,  these  glorious  times 
ndUaniTe ;  and  ve  in  our  generation  are  called  to  the  distinguished  honour 
of  acting  as  instruments  in  the  Divine  Hand  to  hasten  their  approach.  We 
are  invited  to  the  privilege  of  humbly  combining  our  efforts  *  as  woiters 
togeth^  with  Goo.*  Let  us  then  work,  while  it  is  day ;  the  ni|^t  cometh, 
when  no  man  can  work :  the  opportunity  is  now.  in  our  hands :  we  soon  shall 
go  hence,  and  be  no  more  seen." 

10.  This  chapter  cannot  he  more  apptopriately  closed,  thao 
in  the  language  of  the  Committee  of  the  Parent  Society,  in 
tiieir  Tw^^  and  Thirteenth  Annual  Reports  :— 

*'*'  Your  Committee  think  it  unnecessary  to  repeat  what  has  been  said  on 
lormer  occasions  respectii^  Bible  Associations,  &rther  than  to  certify,  that 
tbe^  escperience  has  agam  confirmed  all  that  has  been  asserted  in  their 
ftvour  in  former  reports.  Tliey  acknowledge,  with  gratitude,  the  great 
cOciencj  which  the  Parent  Institution  has  derived  firom  th^  assistance, 
while  they  eontemplate  with  admiration  and  ddlight  the  moral  effects  which 
have  zesudted  from  them,  in  the  encouragement  of  reli^us  haJiits,  and  in  the 
increase  of  kind  affections  and  brotherly  love :  and  they  are  persuaded,  that 
nothing  is  better  calculated  to  extend  tiie  influence  of  Uie  holy  scriptures,  to 
excite  a  personal  interest  in  the  knowledge  of  revealed  truth,  an4  (what  is 
tibe  oatural  coosequemce  of  such  knowledge)  an  anxious  desire  to  make  others 

partakers  of  it,  thim  these  nftMt  laudable  and  efficacious  Associations The 

very  principle  of  thoqje  Associations  is  calculated  to  operate  as  a  monitory  and 
zestndning  influence  on  the  members  of  them.  They  see  and  feel  the  incon- 
siatency  cf  a  life  devoted  to  licentious  indulgences  and  inunoral  habits,  with 
tile  open  and  reiterated  profession  of  a  veneration  for  that  Book  which  so 
feidfaly  and  explicitly  condemns  them ;  while  thdr  r^ukted  orderly  meet- 
ings, and  their  monthly  and  weddy  contributions,  for  promoting  the  circu- 
laSon  of  it,  tend  to  invigorate  those  feelings,  and  render  them  habituaL 
And  when  this  influence  is  conmdered  as  extending  (as,  from  the  active  parti. 
daation  of  femalls,  and  the  young,  in  this  service  of  loi^  it  will  naturally, 
d^  to  the  femUies  of  the  members  of  these  AssodationSy  the  consideratien 
opens  a  new  souroe  cf  exUlaimting  hope^  with  respect  to  the  rising  and 
Ibtuie  generations.** 
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» TO  OT  rpftWAmo  tbx  wobuout  xir  thk  Hovfx  or  ood.** 

_^_^  £ZBJ,ni.9.. 


PRELIMINARY  OBSERVATIONS. 

It  is  impossible  to  enter  on  this  part  of  the  system,  without 
minded  emotions  of  pleasure  and  regret  To  behold  those 
iiseml  and  intelligent  men,  from  whose  industr'y  and  skill  so 
much  of  the  wealth  and  comforts  o^  our  country  are  derived, 
associating  for  such  a  purpose,  affords  the  most  lively  satisfac- 
tioh ;  whfle  we  cannot  but  feel  desirous,  that  the  example  so 
nobly  set  by  a  few,  had  been  followed  by  the  many.  The 
subject  is  one  of  peculiar  importance ;  and  were  it  oiuy  taken 
up  with  that  interest,  which  it  merits,  by  those  who  conduct 
and  superintend  our  manufactories,  the  most  happy  results 
might  be  anticipated.  It  was  tibe  observation  of  a  celebrateii 
statesman,  '' When  the  bad  combine,  the  stood  must  asso- 
ciate ;** — ^and  if  the  same  industry  were  mani&sted  by  the  la^ 
ter  in  circulating  moral  and  religious  information,  which 
characterizes  the  former  in  distributing  publications  of  the 
most  pernicious  tendency,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe 
that  the  consequences  would  have  surpassed  the  most  san^ 
guine  expectations.  Instead  of  Comlnnations  for  bad  pur* 
poses,  we  should  behold  Associations  for  the  best :  instead 
of  lamenting  over  the  progress  of  infidelity  and  disloyalty^  we 
should  witness  the  extension  of  scripture  principles,  and  re- 
joice in  their  blessed  effects  ;^-for  those  whcf  had  learned 
to  *^fear  God,""  would  also  *' honour  the  King:'*  mstead  of 
indulging  improvident  and  profligate  habits,  our  Mechanics 
would  more  generally  feel  the  value  of  character  and  the  bless- 
ings of  independence.  If  those  who  possess  the  means  of 
giving  a  right  direction  to  the  minds  of  meir  workmen,  would 
only  make  trial  of  the  experiment  now  recommended,  the 
■eeds  of  good  order,  subordination,  and  virtue  would  be  scat- 
texed  throughout  the  land ;  and  we  might  safely  leave  ths 
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increase  to  Him,  who  hath  said,  "  My  word  shall  noi  return 
unto  me  void^  but  it  shall  accomplish  that  which  I  please,  audit 
shall  prosper  in  the  thing  whereto  I  sent  it.*' 


SECTION  L 

ORIGIN  AND  PROGRESS  OF  MBGHANICs'  ASSOCIATIONS. 

1.  The  first  Bible  Association  of  Mechanics,  of  which  any 
iMSCoant  can  be  procured,  was  that  of  the  workmen  employed 
by  Messrs.  Storr  and  Co.*  in  Dean  Street,  Soho,  London,  in 
the  year  1812.  As  this  was  not  only  the  model  on  which  every 
existing  institution  of  a  similar  kind  has  been  formed^  but 
that  which  furnished  the  incitement  to  kindred  exertion,  no 
apolo^  will  be  requisite  for  introducing  their  own  Report  of 
the  origin  and  progress  of  this  interesting  society. 

RxpOHT  of  the  BxAN-STasET  Association  of  Mechanics,  yretenied  at 
ike  Gmfereneeof  ike  ff^etimauier  Auxiliary  Bible  SecUtjf  and  Jstociationt  t 
January  10,  1815. 

With  regard  to  the  wlgin  at  a  Bible  AoMciatioa  among  ns,  this,  under 
God,  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  introduction  of  the  Report  of  the  Britiili  and 
Foreign  BiUeSodetj  for  the  year  1819.  It  was  the  first  report  that  any 
of  us  hadaeen ;  it  was  handed  about  from  one  to  another,  and  read  with  great 
interest  '  The  effect  was,  that  four  of  us  became  subscribers  to  that  sooetjr, 
m^ck  of  a  guinea  a-jear,  which  subscriptions  have  still  continued  to  be  paid. 
Not  only  so,  but  we  became  advocates  for  the  institution :  and  as  the  idea  of 
an  Aasooation  had  not  then  been  formed,  we  solicited  donations  from  our 
friends ;  and  we  had  the  pleasijiTe  of  procuring,  under  the  head  of  donations, 
t|ie  sum  of  six  pounds  sixteen  shillings,  which  we  paid,  part  to  the  Parent 
Society,  and  the  rest  to  the  Westminster  Auxiliary  Bible  Society. 

Our  next  step  was,  to  try  if  a  small  Association  could  be  formed  among  the 
■Mn.  In  order  to  make  the  sulgect  understood,  we  procured  from  the  de. 
pootoiy  several  of  the  "^  Brief  Views  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Society,** 
which  were  put  into  the  hands  of  the  men ;  and  rules  were  drawn  up,  con<* 
taining  the  prqject  of  an  Association :  to  which  the  following  article  was 
prefixed : — 

*^  We,  the  undersigned  mechanics  and  others,  in  the  employ  of  Messrs. 
Sterr  and  Co.  Dean  Street,  Soho,  approving  as  we  do  of  the  designs  and  pro. 
oeedings  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  have  resolved  to  contiibuta 
weekly  the  juma  subjoinetl  to  our  respective  names,  for  the  purpose  of  raising 
a  frmd,  which,  as  soon  as  it  shall  at  any  time  amount  to  £.  — — -,  Mr.  — — 
shall  be  requested  to  pay  into  the  hands  of  the  Collector  of  the  Westnunster 
Auxiliary  BiUe  Society.** 

The  following  directions  are  taken  firom  that  sacred  volume  which  w% 
#irii  to  circulate  :— 

Ist  As  to  the  motive  which  ought  to  influence  us  in  this  and  ev^y  good 
"^  that  we  do,  read  I  Cor.  vL  1<^  SO :   "  Ye  are  not  your  own  5  ye  ara 

^ Ml   mil.  I    II    li       I  I  wM^^w^ii^ tmmi Ill    »M    ■  I      i»  II      m^m^m^^u^^^m 

*  This  csubliahment  now  belongslo  Meitrs.  Rundell  and  Co. 
S3 
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bought  with  ft  price;  therefore  glorify  GoDinyourbodj^andinyour  spoi^ 
which  ftre  6oB*s.** 

Sd.  As  to  the  ammmi  of  jour  subscription,  see  S  Cor.  ix.  6, 7 :  **  He  which 
aoweth  sparingly  shall  reap  also  sparingij ;  and  he  which  soweth  bountifuUj 
shall  reap  also  bountifully.  Every  man  according  as  he  purpoaeth  in  hia 
heart,  so  let  him  give ;  not  grudgingly  nor  of  neoosity :  for  Goo  loreih  a 
cheerful  giver.*' 

3d.  If  any  man  should  say.  The  trifle  I  can  afford  to  give  is  so  small  tiuit 
ImayaBwcllnotgive,see'LiiikezzL  1.  4:  "^AndJssualoQkLDigiipvaBwtfae 
rich  men  casting  their  i^fts  into  the  treasury:  and  he  saw  a  certain  poor  widow 
casting  in  thither  two  mites;  And  he  said.  Of  a  tmdi  I  say  unta  yeu,  timt 
tiiis  poor  widow  hath  castin  moae  than  they  all  :**— so  that  the.  Searcher  «f 
hearts  sees  and  esteems  your  penny,  gjven  firom  a  just  motive,  more  than  tlw 
wealthier  man*s  guinea,  if  his  motive  be  corrupt. 

4th.  As  to  rcMmrd^  see  Matthew  z.  4S :  ^  Whosoever  shall  give  to  drink 
unto  one  of  these  little  ones  a  cup  of  cold  water  only  in  the  name  of  a  di»- 
c^de,  verily  1  say  unto  you,  he  shall  in  no  wise  lose  his  reward.*' 

-  A  book,  containing  these  rules,  with  some  blank  paper,  was  left  for  the  sig- 
nature  of  such  of  the  men  as  were  disposed  to  become  members,  who  alK» 
put  the  sum,  whether  a  penny  or  more  per  week,  that  they  intended  to  g^ve» 
against  their  names :— and  we  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing,  in  a  short  time,  the 
names  of  more  than  one  half  of  the  people  employed  in  the  manu&ctory. 

Our  Association,  at  present,  comprises  one  subscriber  of  fivepence  per 
week ;  eleven  of  threepence  per  week ;  eighteen  of  twopence  per  wedc ; 
flsventeen  of  tfareeJiaHpence  per  week ;  and  twenty-oike  of  one-penny  per 
week.  We  have  now  nearly  aooomplished  our  olgBct  of  supplying  ouraelves 
with  Bibles.  Whether,  when  that  object  is  lendaned  comf^ete,  our  Assoda- 
tion  will  continue  to  exist,  may  be  doubt&l :  but,  should  il  dissolve,  we 
shall  have  the  satis&ction  c^  knowing,  that,  while  we  have  been  servixig  our* 
telves,  we  have  not  neglected  others. 

The  whole  amount  paid  to  the  support  of  the  Bible-cause  fitan  penona  m 
the  employ  of  Messrs.  Storr  and  Co,  in  little  more  than  two  yeais,  1% 
rixty-four  pounds  seventeen  shillings.  We  mention  this,  in  the  first  pkee^ 
to  diew  the  great  utiUty  of  circulating  printed  intelligenoe  concerning  the 
grand  and  benign  operations  of  the  Parent  Society.  It  has  been  already 
stated,  that  one  of  their  Reports  was  the  instrument  to  kindle  the  flame 
with  us  I  and  this  flame  has  since  been  fed  with  '^  Summaries,  Brief  Viewa, 
Extracts  of  Intelligence,**  ftc  whidi  (on  declaring  the  porpeae  fer  whi^i 
tiiey  were  requested)  we  found  no  dignity  in  obtaining  firam  the  depo- 
sitory. 

We  mention  it,  secondly,  to  shew  what  great  aid  may  be  obtained  firom 
Bumufiictories.  There  are  many  advantag^  to  be  found  in  a  manufiurtory 
which  do  not  exist  elsewhere ;  for  instance^  we  can  instantly  circulate  in- 
telligence. Men,  it  u  well  known,  will  do  that  cheerfully  in  coigunctioD 
with  their  fellow-worinnen,  which  they  will  not  do  at  sill  in  other  con- 
nexions.  The  labour  of  collecting  is  reduced  to  almost  nothing,  for  we 
have  our  subscribers  all  before  us ;  and  (which  is  no  small  advantage)  we 
t^and  at  little  if  any  expense;  indeed  we  have  never  yet  incurred  any. 

We  hear  great  things  said  of  the  magnitude  of  the  funds  of  the  Bible 
Society ;  and  it  is  to  be  feared  that  this  style  of  talking  induces  many  to 
suppose  that  those  fVmds  are  rich  enough  without  any  asristance  from  them. 
We  are  fer  firom  thinking  that  what  has  been  done  is  an  adequate  expres- 
sion of  gratitude  to  God  from  a  nation  so  deeply  indebted  fer  its  prosperity,  - 
andfix>m  so  numerous  a  population.    One  ferUiing  a  month,  or  threepence 
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a-Xetr,  firom  every  individiul'  in  the  TTni^  Kingdom,  wodld  produte  a 
mudi  laxfpae  revenue  than  the  ftmds  of  the  Bible  Society  and  all  the  dif . 
ferent  Missionary  Societies  together.  It  k  endent,  thetefbie,  that,  while  a 
small  portion  of  the  commvmty  hss  taken  a  becoming  interest  in  tlds  ftnly 
honmurable  and  gloikius  cause,  the  great  mass  has  hitherto  been  unmoved. 
A  eoBsidenble  -portion,  we  know,  of  that  mass  is  employed  in  manulhc- 
toriea;  and  we  have  proved,  (not  by  logical  ded«ctioDs,  but  by  the  fiu*t,)  that 
a  manufacUMry,  possessed  of  no  peculiar  local  Jhcilitics  above  others,  can 
fiimish  a  Bible  Association.  What  more  likely  to  draw  down  the  bless. 
11^  of  God  upon  our  manufiustories  and  commeioe,  than  to  have  Bible 
Aasortatlmis  established  in  them?  In  ovoy  institution  where  businesi 
uniteB  and  a8Boriat4^  a  number  of  men,  Ibe  subject  mi^t  be  introduced 
with  advantage.  The  Bible,  weicnew,  is  the  germ  from  which  our  great- 
ness and  that  rsnk  of  pre-eminence  which  we  hold  among  the  nations  have 
arisen.  God  has  communicated  it  to  us  as  a  precious  talent,  of  which  he 
will  require  an  account.  It  is  by  communicating,  that  we  shall  eqjoy ;  by 
scaikterii^,  that  we  shall  increase  our  store.  There  is  now  an  open  door  set 
befixre  us:  we  have  the  means  of  enli^tening  the  nations:  it  is  no  smaU 
honour  that  God  has  conferred  upon  us.  If  we  use  our  means,  it  is  well;  but 
if  we  calloualy  and  from  narrow  selfishness  reftise,  God  will  raise  up  ddive- 
nnce  lor  the  naitions  from  some  other  quarter;  for  his  time  seems  to  be 
approaching,  -atid  we  shall  lose  the  reward." 

2.  When  this  report  of  their  proceedings  was  printed,  by 
desire  of  the  Conference,  and  read  to  the  subscribers,  the 
only  part  of  it  with  which  they  found  fault,  was,  the  para- 
graph in  which  a  doubt  is  intimated  as  to  the  continuance  of 
Bieir  subscriptions  after  they  should  be  supplied  with  Bibles. 
The  general  feeling  was  thus  expressed :  "  No,  we  will  not 
give.it  up ;  we  wm  continue  it;  and  we  hope  our  example 
will  be  followed  by  other  manufacturers."  The  following 
extracts,  from  the  subsequent  reports  of  this  remarkable 
Association,  will  sufficiently  illustrate  the  motives  that  influ- 
enced the  membersi  and  cannot  fail  to  interest  the  reader. 

**  Under  the  divine  blessii^,  we  owe  the  credit  we  have  guned  to  the 
exercise  ofthese  three  virtues— libenlitx,  moderation,  and  patience  :^libe. 
rslitj,  exercised  towards  foreign  objects ;— moderation,  in  that  we  have 
alwajs  taken  the  Brevier  Bible,  that  we  mi^t  be  able  to  be  Ubendx  ineveiy 
case  where  the  Small-Pica  Bible  has  been  taken,  the  individual  has  paid  the 
difTerence  of  the  price  ;--and  patience,  each  man  having  waited  paUently  until 
he  could  be  supplied ;  and  that  was  not  before  fEmftlr  aiMNy  kad  hem  paid  tp 
ih€  jtmxUiarp.  Now,ifthesethree  virtues  can  be  made  to  predominate  more 
in  the  respective  associations,  we  shall  soon  lose  our  distinction ;  and  we  do 
moat  devoutly  wish  this  to  be  the  case :  for,  thoujrii  it  would  argue  insensibi- 
lity  to  be  unaffected  with  the  apiAause  of  good  anddisoemmgmen;  jet,  feel- 
ing  as  we  do,  that  before  God  we  are  unprofitable  servants,  and  that  before 
men  we  haare  done  no  more  than  it  was  our  dut  j  to  do,— feding  also  the  im* 
portance  of  the  great  eaute  in  which  we  are  all  engaged,— we  say,  that  we 
had  rather  be  obscured  by  the  great  crowd  of  vigorous  associations,  each  of' 
which  should  come  up  to  or  exceed  our  standard,  than  continue  to  merit 
Sny  peculiar  distinction  amons  them. 

**  We  have  never  witnessed  i^Mm  any  other  subject  to  much  unanimity 
and  concord,  kept  up  for  so  long  a  tUne  (now  three  years),  aa  we  have  on 
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the  subject  of  the  Bible  Sodety.  The  fubflcriben  think  they  flfaall  nevwbe 
pooler  for  what  little  they  gite  &r  this  purpose ;  thej  feel  it  an  honour  to 
Btand  foremost  in  the  ranks ;  and  vhat  they  do  is  done  heartily. 

*^  It  gives  us  great  pleasure  to  find  that  the  subject  has  been  suceessfiiny 
introdu^  into  sevenl  manufectories :  there  is  in  such  establiahmenia, 
generally  speaking,  a  current,  which,  whatever  way  turned,  runs  with  graat 
violence.  Denuiaaeyhathoftenprofitedof  this;  calling  to  its  aid,  drunknu 
ness,  and  eveiy  evil  work  in  its  train.  Infidelity  hath  profited  of  this  j«« 
thanks  be  to  God  1  its  day,  we  trust,  is  nearly  paaaed. 

**  At  the  time  our  Bible  Association  was  fiinned,  a  lottery-cfaib  existed  in 
one  of  the  shops;  but,  in  consequence  .of  the  fiuxner  association  ezcitiog  and 
producing  (as  is  always  its  natural  tendency)  a  higher  tone  of  thinking  and 
acting,  the  men  have  leoenUy  detemuned  U  irmuftr  their  suiteriipiitm  fivm 
ik0  Uiwry  tothe  ChicrcA  AfiMisnaiy  5sd0ly/ and  we  hope  to  pxoduoe  for  that 
society  i£out  seven  pounds  per  annum. 

^  About  a  month  ago,  the  a^iounng  premises  to  ours  were  burnt  down ; 
the  destruction  was  rapid,  and  our  manufiustory  was  in  imminent  danger ; 
but,  by  the  prompt  assistance  and  activity  of  some  of  our  men,  the  fire,  which 
had  caught  the  top  of  the  building,  was  extinguished.  For  this  their  activity 
and  exertion,  they  were  presented  by  the  Fire-insurance  Company  with  a 
giatuity  of  five  pounds,  which  was  equslly  divided.  When  the  division  was 
made,  one  of  them  observed,—*  It  was  not  we  that  saved  the  building,  but 
Providence; — the  wind  blew  the  flames  and  smoke'  directly  from  us ;  and  we 
were  enabled^  in  consequence,  to  stand  upon  the  roof  and  extinguish  the 
flames  where  they  had  taken  hold :  I  will,  therefore  give  my  quota  to  the 
Bible  Association :  it  may  be  the  means  of  putting  a  Bible  into  the  hands 
of  some  child,  or  ignorant  person,  and  teaching  them  the  consolatoiy  truth 
of  a  particular  Providence,  that  not  even  a  sparrow  falls  without  our  Heavenly 
Father*8  knowledge.'  His  example  was  fdlowed  by  some  others;  and  hence 
we  received  a  donation  of  twenty-three  shillings. 

""  The  pindple  upon  whidi  this  sodety  acts,  is,  That  each  member  shall 
subscribe  ftom  one  penny  to  sixpence  per  week ;  and  the  value  of  one  half 
the  amount  paid  into  the  genend  fimd  shall  be  received  back  in  Bibles,  if 
required,  to  be  distributed  ^mong  the  men. 

^  On  a  reference  to  the  First  Report  of  the  Bean-Street  Association,  it  will 
be  found  there  is  a  doubt  expressed,  whether,  after  their  object  (whidi  was 
that  of  supplying  themselves  with  Bibles)  was  accomplished,  the  Association 
would  continue  to  exist.  It  is  with  the  greatest  pleasure  that  we  observe 
Ihb  i^prehension  to  be  without  foundation ;  our  subscriptions  being  at  pre- 
sent neariy  double  the  amount  of  those  at  the  time  the  Report  was  madeb 
We  have  at  present  eleven  subscribers  at  sixpence  per  week ;  two  at  four, 
pence ;  ten  at  threepence ;  forty-three  at  twopence ;  and  thirty-one  at  one 
penny  per  week ;  making,  in  all,  ei^teen  shillings  aiod  fivepenoe  per  wedc** 

The  following  abstiuct  exhibits  a  statement  of  the  Accounts  of  this 
Association  to  the  month  of  April  1 820 : 

Total  amount  paid  to  the  Westminster  Auxiliary  Bible 

Society       j&Sn.io.   6 

B««ived  3^51^^^ J  amounting,  at  cost  prices,  to  .       189-11.  8 

Bnlance  appropriated  to  the  general  object  of  the  British 

and  Foreign  Bible  Sodety j0. 141.18.10 
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Kttmber  of  ContributoTB,  in  April  18S0,  one  hundred  and  twenty^ve. 
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Tribute  to  the  memarj  of  Mr.  Dyke,  the  founder  of  the  AwpciatieiL 

In  their  Report  to  the  Westminster  Conference,  April 
1890,  this  Association  place  the  value  of  their  establishment 
in  a  new  and  interesting  point  of  yiew;  while  they  afibrd 
another  evidehce  of  the  importance  of  giving  every  facility  to 
the  drculatioQ  of  the  Monuly  Extracts  :— 

^  Another  decided  proof  of  the  utility  of  drcuktiiig  printed  intelfigenes 
his  Utelj  fidlen  under  our  ohservatioii.  At  the  time  of  the  recent  trhd  of  an 
individual  for  vending  bkephemous  publications,  the  prindpals  of  a  Inanu^ 
ftctory,  in  which  twenty-rour  men  were  employed,  were  made  verf  uneasy 
bj  hearing  that  some  of  their  woikmen  had  a^pted  his  pernicious  ophdoiM, 
and  were  doing  all  in  their  power  to  make  proedjrtes  amooff  their  iUlow 
worionen.  At  this  critical  juncture,  the  '^  Monthly  Extracts**  mr  September 
£^11  into  the  hands  of  one  A  the  principals ;  who,  seeing  the  success  of  the 
Bean-Street  Society,  immediately  thought  that  the  formation  of  a  similar 
eatriJiahment,  in  his  owamamiftctory,  would  1»  the  most  proper  and  effectual 
method  to  counteract  the  efforts  of  these  deluded  men.  Having  dimwn  up 
akind  of  prospectus,  he  called  a  general  meeting  of  hii  woikmen ;  and  having 
explained  the  object,  and  satidkctorily  answered  every  objection  that  was 
urged,  he  had  the  happiness  of  succeeding  beyond  Us  most  sanguine  ex- 
pectationa ;  no  ftnrer  than.riMfil|f-fwp,  out  of  the  twenty-four  persons  em- 
ployed, having  the -next  da^  enrolled  their -names  as  weekly  subecribers*** 

3.  In  reference  to  this  Association,  the  Committee  of  the 
Westminster  Aifidlis[ry  Society^  in  dieir  Annual  Reports  for 
1818  and  1819,  observe:-^ 

.  ^  Besides  the  move  extended  operation  of  this  example  in  other  eixdeSy 
your  Committee  are  peculiarly  gntified  to  report,  that  sevenl  similar 
Associations  have  been  fimned  in  different  manu&ctories  in  this  district. . 
Among  these,  your  Committee  would  direct  your  attention  to  the  following  s ' 
ifish   -the  Association  of  Manufacturers  in   the  employment  of  Messrs* 
Hawkesf  Mosely,  and  Co^  which  has  contributed  48L  i  of  Measrs.  Hatchett^ 
lU ;  of  Messnk  Spode  and  Copeland,  7L  ltt«.  94, ;  of  Measn.  Hansard  and . 
Sens,  3A ;  of  Messrp.  Hancock,  Shepherd,  ahd  Ca ;  and  of  Messrs.  W.  &nith 

and  Co. There  are  now  eLerap  Anodations  in  various  kinds  of  manu* , 

fiwtoriea  within  the  sphere  of  this  Auxiliary,  ten  of  which*  form  Branches 
in  connexion  with  the  Associations  in  whose  districts  they  sre  established.** 

It  would  be  unjust  to  conclude  this  sketch  of  the  progress 
and  ^ects  of  the  Dean-Street  Association^  ivithout  some 
allusion  to  the  founder  of  that  remarkable  institution :  nor  can 
this  be  more  appropriately  made,  than  in  the  language  of  those 
who  were  best  qualified  to  appreciate  hb  worth;  and  who. 
observe,  in  their  Report  for  1817, — 

^  It  is  with  feelincp  of  deep  regret,  we  have  to  state  the  death  of  our' 
highly^re^ected  Secretaiy,  Mr.  Jmepk Dyhe,  To  our  depfffted  ftiend,  asan* 
instrument,  we  are  indebted  for  the  formation  of  our  Society ;  and  whatev^ 
degree  of  reputation  it  may  have  acquired  amongst  the  ftiends  of  Bible 
Associations,  must  principally  be  ascribed  to  the  intelligence  and  ability  with 
which  he  conducted  its  concerns.  Having  said  thus  much,  we  should  aflM 
a  very  feeble  proof  of  our  regard  for  his  memory,  were  we  to  allow  the  result 
of  his  labours  to  crumble  into  dust  t  the  dictates  of  friendship  forbid  thiss 
hut  considering,  as  we  do,  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  as  i 
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the  instruments  which  an  all-wise  Providence  will  make  use  of  to  enlighten 
the  whole  worid,  it  hecomes  no  longer  a  matter  of  fHenddiip  or  choice ;  hut 
an  imperative  dut j,  finm.  whidi  we  can  in  no  wise  ftee  oimelTea,  and  be 
guiltleaa.*' 

<  Thus, ''  being  dead,  he  yet  speakethf*  and  to  emry  om  placed 
in  a  similar  station,  as  a  foreman  or  superintendent^  the  lao-^ 
guage  addressed  is,  '*  Go,  and  do  ihou  bkewise/* 

4.  Proceeding  in  the  order  of  their  establishment,  the  next 
Association  of  this  description  appears  to  have  been  fomed 
among  the  workmen  of  Messrs.  Pritchard  and  Co.,  hat-manu* 
facturers,  Dean  Street,  Canterbury  Square,  Souihwark;  esta- 
bibhed  in  the  year  1813,  in  consequence  of  the  visits  of  the 
collectors  of  the  St  Saviour's  Bible  Association,  to  which  its 
Auds  have  been  paid.  The  aggregate  results  during  the  laal^ 
seven  years  are : 

Number  of  Contributors 128 

Number  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  ceoeived    .101 

Amount  collected -.    •    .     £.66.16.1 

Ditto  appropriated  to  the  eeneral  object  of  the  — 

British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  •    .    ...      £.  32 .   8  •  1. 

5.  The  light  that  was  kindled  in  the  south  was  reflected 
from  the  north  with  increased  brilliancy.  In  the  year  181 5, 
the  Committee  of  the  Liverpool  Bible  Society  directed  their 
attention  to  this  important  subject ;  and  the  following  extract 
of  a  communication  from  dieir  able  and  inde&tigable  l^cretary 
{Samuel  Hope,  Esq.)  to  the  lamented  founder  of  these  in* 
atitutions,  is  a  gratifying  record  of  their  success  :— 

**  We  have  proposed  the  formation  of  Yoluntaiy  ABSodatioiis  us^ong  tiM  . 
mecfaanicB  collected  under  their  own  maAere,  in  Uie  more  extendve  maniw 
fivrturing  establiahments  of  the  town ;  and  have  every  encouragement  to  . 
proceed  in  the  work.   .We  have  not  jet  met  with  one  refusal  from  the  pro- 
~  prietocB,  to  whom  we  have  made  applioation  fiir  permiasion  to  lay  the  plm 
be^>re  the  men  fi»r  their  eonaideiatton.    In  every  inatsnca,  the  men  hav*' 
heard  us  with  respectful  attention  x  and  though  many  of  them  were  evidently 
•trangers  to  the  Bible,  they  have  not  only  fidlen  cheerftUly  into  the  pn^ 
pdsal,  but,  so  ftr  aa  we  can  judge,  it  appears  to  have  called  their  attention  to 
the  i«vdatien  which  God  has  given  us.** 

The  Associations  of  Mechanics  in    connexion  with  the 
Liverpool  Society  w31  appear,  by  the  following  statement  of 
their  respective  contributions  to  April  1820,  to  have  aided^ 
in  no  inconsiderable  degree,  the  funds  of  that  flourishing  ift» . 
stitution ;'— 
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ASSOCIATIONS  OF  MECHAI{ICS 
ur  connziov  with  tub  uvsmpooL  AirziuAmT  socistt* 

Phoenix  Iron  Foundry Amount  lemitted^  148 .  10 .  6 

Hezculaneum  Pottery    ••••••  Ditto  115.  0.   0 

Mr.  Bvtin  Hai^*f  ..../..  Ditto  IOS.14.10   . 

Caxton  Printing  Office «  Ditto  86.   9.10 

ICeMn.  Thomas  Dove  and  Ca     •    .    .  Ditto  3S.16.  0 

Mr.  Henry  Holt's .  Ditto  «.   9.   7 

Messrs.  Staniforth  and  laurd  •    •    •    •  Ditto  10.   0.   0 

Lamp  Contractori  and  Lighters   •    •    •  Ditto  ip.   o.   0 

Messrs.  John  Johnson  and  Soa     •    •    •  Ditto  9.1.9 

Messrs.  Webster  and  Forahaw     •    *    •  Ditto  S.I6.   9 

Mr.  William  Southell's Ditto  <•  0.   0 

MessrSi  John  Eodes  and  Son  •    •    •    •  Ditto  a  •  15 .   6 

Mr.  John  Sutherland' Ditto  9.   8.  a    . 

Messrs.  Thomas  Roberts  and  Co.  •    •    •  Ditto  1.  3.  4 

Mr.  Fairdouc^'s •  Ditto  1  •   1  •  0 

Mr.  James  Holines •  Ditto  I  •   0  •   b 

Messrs.  M.  Gladstone  and  Co.     •    •    •  Ditto  0 .  9 .   0 

£.506.18.    I    ' 

The  aggregate  average  .number  of  subscribers  in  these 
seventeen  Associations  may  be  estimated  at  800 ;— they  have . 
received  about  700  Bibles  and  Testaments ; — and  the  total 
amount  for  which  no  return  has  been  required,  and  which  has 
consequently  been  contributed  in  aid  of  the  general  object 
of  the  Parent  Society,  exceedf  two  hundred  andjifty  pounds^ 

On  this  subject,  the  following  extracts  from  the  Eighth 
Report  of  the  Liverpool  Society  are  important,  as  affoiding 
an  additional  evidence,  that  the  effect  of  the  Bible  Socie^^ 
throughout  all  its  ramifications,  is  such,  as  not  only  to  supply 
the  demand  for  the  holy  scriptures,  but  to  create  and  extend 
WLj^re  for  their  possession^  and  an  interest  in  their  universal 
drculation :— * 

'**  When  theXadies  began  their  important  visiti  upon  tliat  esAended  plan, 
and  poisued  them  with  that  minuteness  of  detail  bj  which  their  htbours 
bare  been  dmactericed,  it  might  hare  been  expected  that  they  would,  in, 
some  degree,  pr^udioe  tiie  f\in&  derived  flrom  the  Mechanics*  Associations  ; 
whose  members,  finding  their  fimilies  called  upon  to  provide  themselvei 
with  the  Word  of  Life,  might  probably  transfer  their  contributions  to  that 
diannd  through  which  the  dlgects  of  their  first  solicitude  would  be  most 
sorely  benefitted.  But  where  la  the  wisdom  of  the  wise  P  Contnay  to  Um 
eommon  dements  of  calnilation,  the  veiy  sgency  which  appsared  likely  to 
diminiah  has,  in  fiut  and  practice,  augmented  &  ftmds  of  the  Mechanic 
AswriatigMi  Ibssmouatacknovlidgedk  the  last  Report  was  iMI.  18s.  Idl; 
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Similar  Awocifttions  in  Stockport  and  ita  Yidnlt j ; — 

that  which  haa  been  received  during  the  past  jear  is  1891.  7^  4d.  The 
deaire  to  posseaa  the  Scriptures  haa  resembled  a  Tigorous  apring,  long  pent 
up  in  the  earth*  aod  long  atruggling  to  be  free :  when  the  ftrst  opening 
was  made,  it  gushed  instantaneoulj  to  the  day  ;  and  the  more  that  opening 
ha$  beett  etak^ged  by  the  hand  of  art,  the  more  copious  haa  been  the  flow. 
If  increasing  effort  be  thus  followed  bylncreaaing  success,  the  limit  of  the 
iodety*a  operation  must  become  ^vaatij  enlaiged,  and  the  prospect  of  He 
waeftilimss  almost  incalculably  great.** 

6w  In  the  year  1814,  tf  Bible  Association  was  formed 
among  the  workmen  of  Mr;  Atwell,  in  Glasgow,  which  con- 
tributed 6/.  165.  5dL  to  the  funds  of  the  Auxiliary  Society  of 
that  city.  And  it  is  with  feelings  of  peculiar  satisfaction,  that 
the  author  is  enabled  to  announce  the  commencement  of 
simihr  institutions,  in  the  important  district  embraced  by  die 
Siockpoft  Auxiliary  Society.  The  first  of  these  was  estar 
blished  in  December  1819;  and  such  was  the  zeal  manifested 
by  its  membersi  and  the  success  which  attended  their  exertions, 
th^ty'in  August  1820,  they  had  upwards  of  three  hundred  sub- 
scribers; of  whom  about  200  required  Bibles  or  Testaments ; 
and  had  remitted  to  the  Auxiliary  Society*  no  less  a  sum  dian 
Jifty  potMds.  Under  a  conviction,  **  that  the  open  efforts  of 
infidelity  should  be  met  by  the  open  efforts  of  Christian  be- 
-  neTolence ;  and  that  nothing  was  more  likely  to  destroy  its 
practical  operation  than  the  introduction  of  Bible  Associa- 
tions into  our  cotton  manufactories  ;**  the  Committee  of  the 
Stockport  Auxiliary  Society  published  an  address  to  the 
min-owners  of  that  town  and  its  Ticinity,  explaimng  their 
object,  and  soliciting  co-operation : — 

^  We  caU,"  thejT  obaenre?  ^  upon  the  maater-maau&ctuteri  of  the  town 
to  join  us  in  this  undertaking ;  and  if  thej  cannot  bestow  much  of  their 
tiineln  practical  efforts,  at  least  to  be^w  upon  us  the  smile  of  their  appro- 
liation.  Their  respectability  as  men,  and  the  extensiire  infhtenoe  thej 
command  over  the  working  population  of  the  town,  juatify  such  an  expec- 
tation:  and  if  these  Associations  had  no  higher  aim  than  to  exert  a  com* 
manding  influence  over  the  morals  df  the  peojde,  where  is  the  master  who 
Would  not  sanction  them  ?  where  is  the  master  who  would  not  rather  see 
his  workmen  subscribe  a  penny  a  week  for  a  Bible,  than  bestow,  tbdr 
iboney  in  tiie  dirontdes  of  impiety  and  sedition  ?  and  where  is  fiie  master 
among  us,  who,  instead  of  hearing  in  his  fiutorj  the  strains  of  impure  and- 
licentious  songs,  would  not  rather  see  that  {dace  hallowed  by  the  inflnfnoe 
of  religion  ?^  We  submit  these  remarks  to  their  considerations  with  great 
deference,  as  we  lutye  the  pleasure  of  numbering  among-  them  some  of  tiie 
best  friends  and  best  supporters  of  our  society.*^ 

7«  Besides  those  which  have  been  enumerated,  the  only 
Association  of  Mechanics  witii  which  the  author  is  ac- 
quainted, b  that  established  in  March  1320|  by  the  indivi- 
dnals  employed  in  tiie  manufactonr  of  Mr«  Paul  l^torr,  in 
Harrison  Street,  Grray  VInn  Road,  London,  for  the  express 
]^urpose  of  contributing  to  the  funds  of  the  British  and  Fo- 
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veign  BiUe  Society.  In  their  printed  address,  they  obsenrei 
— •**  The  generality  of  the  members  have  been  already  kixp^' 
plied  with  Bibles  from  a  former  society  of  this  description  ; 
and  a  sufficient  number  remains  on  hand  to  supply  those 
who  are  in  need  of  the  sacred  volume.**  They  further  state, 
that ''  a  fund  had  already  been  raised  by  some  asealous  indi- 
▼idualsy  which  was  immediately  placed  in  the  hands  of  thi? 
toeaaurer,  as  a  first-fruit  of  their  earnestness  to  promote  so" 
good  acause.** 

Within  six  weeks  after  the  formation  of  this  Associationi 
it  consisted  of  smeniy-four  members,  who  were  thus  classed : 

Two  of  Sixpence  .  .  per  Week, 
Eight  of  Threepence  •  .  .  ditto. 
Twenty-eight  of  Twopence  ditto, 


Six  of  One  Goinea  per  Annum, 
One  of  One  Pound .  • .  ditto, 
One  of  Ten  Shillinga  .  ditto, 


Three  of  Three  Halfpence  ditto* 


Two  of  Sixpence  p^  Month, 

and  Twenty-three  of  One  Penny  per  Week : 
Forming  an  aggregate  of  342.  St.  \0d.  per  Annum. 
In  concluding  their  address,  they  remark — 

*^  In  stating  these  particulars,  this  Association  disrlaim  all  intention  of - 
boasting— they  simply  detail    fiu:ts;   hut  at  the  same  time  indulge  an 
earnest  hope  that  this  Report  may  afford  one  more  stimulus  (should  any  he  * 
wantinff)  to  the  establishment  of  similar  societies  in  lazge  manuftctoriet  | 
being  mrmly  convinced  of  the  vast  importance  and  salutary  effects  of  sound* 
religious  instruction  at  all  times,  but  more  particularly  at  present,  when 
every  means  are  resorted  to  by  the  enemies  of  social  order  to  undermine  all'* 
the  foundations  both  of  the  temporal  and  eternal  hapinness  of  mankind." 

This  Association  held  its  first  Annual  General  Meeting  on ' 
the  5th  of  February  1821,  when  it  appeared  that  the  total 
receipts  amounted  to  29/.  125.  l|eiL;  ana  it  was  resolved,  diat 
after  paying  for  fifteen  Bibles  received  for  the  members,  the 
baLuioe  in  hand,  being  2R  6s.  lOiJ.  should  be  paid  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Bloomsbury  ana  South-Pancras  Auxiliary 
Sodety,  "  for  the  general,  and  more  especially  the  foreign, 
objects  of  the  Parent  Society.**  The  Report  concludes  with 
the  following  striking  observation: — 

**'  Ab  this  Association  is  unaroidaUj  confined  to  the  manufhctorf  in  which 
it  is  sitiuited,  it  cannot  be  expected  to  fUnurii  subject  for  very  extensive  . 
comment :  but  we  must  not  omit  stating  our  firm  belief,  that  the  circulation 
of  the  Word  of  God  among  its  members  has  contributed,  in  an  eminent 
degree,  to  the  peace  and  good  order  of  this  concern.** 

It  is  worthy  of  particular  notice,  that  this  report  is  signed 
by  Mr.  Storr,  as  President  of  the  Association :— an  example 
deserving  general  imitation,  and  which  goes  far  in  accounting 
for  the  success  with  which  it  has  been  attended^  both  in  a  . 
pecuniary  and  moral  point  of  view. 
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Rules  and  Regulatioitf  recommended  fiir  adoptton 


Whik  these  examples  demonstrate  the  valae  and  import- 
.ance  of  Bible  Associations  of  Mechanics,  and  afford  a  satia- 
fiictory  evidence  of  die  fisMBility'witfi  which  (hey  mdj  be- 
established,  their  results,  both  moral  and  pecuniary,  OKcite  a 
feeling  of  regret  that  they  h«re  not  been  more  ceneraUy 
fbrmed  duroughout  the  kingdom.  The  limited  circulation  ot 
loosl  reports,  and  the  consequent  ignorance  of  these  instita- 
lj<»is,.  and  of  the  mode  of  conducting  them,  ha?e  doubdesB' 
prevented  the  extension  of  die  system,  the  great  importance 
of  whkh  must  be  evident  to  all  who  rightly  consider  the 
subject  Under  this  impression  the  author  respectfully  sub- 
mits the  fdlowiqg  Reguktions  to  those  who  may  feel  interested 
in  this  object 

SECTION  IL 

BOTiEB  HECOMMENDED  FOR  AnOPTION  BT  BIBLE  ASSOCIATIONS 
OP  MECHANICS. 

I.  That  we  form  ouiBelvefl  into  an  ABsociation  in  connexion  with  the 

BHtiih  and  Foreign  Bible  Sodetj,  through  the  medium  of  the 

Attxiliaxy  («r  Brmtek)  Sodety,  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  ourselvea  with 
the  holy  scriptures,  and  of  assisting  in  their  universal  drculation. 

II.  That  every  member  subscribe  not  less  than  one  penny  a  week.  Such 
COBtribution  to  be  paid  regularly  every  Saturday  to  the  Treasurer. 

IIL  That  as  soon  as  the  fimd  shall  at  any  Ume  amount  to  five  pounds^  it 
shall  be  paid  over  by  the  Treasurer  to  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  ■ 

AuziUary  («r  Branch)  Society ;  and  acknowledgments  of  all  such  payments 
■hall  be  produced  by  the  Trnsurer  at  the  next  Qjoarterly  Meeting  of  the 
Assodation. 

IV.  Thatweavailourselvesoftheofferofthe—— Auxiliary  (tfr^ffwuA) 
Society  to  return  us  Bibles  and  Testaments,  at  cost  prices,  to  the  amount, 
if  required,  of  oneJialf  the  aggrmte  sum  paid  by  this  Association,  for 
the  supply  of  our  own  members  and  thdr  fiuniUes.  The  remaining  half  of 
our  contributions  shall  be  applied  to  the  promotion  of  the  general  olgect.of 
the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society. 

V.  That  a  meeting  of  the  members  of  this  Association  shall  be  held  in  the 
evening  of  the  first  Monday  in  January,  April,  July,  and  October,  at  seven 
o'clock  precisely,  fi)r  the  purpose  of  receiving  the  Treasurer's  account  of 
receipts  and  disbursements,  and  of  delivering  the  Bibles  and  Testaments. 

VI.  That  the  Bibles  and  Testaments  dist^uted  to  the  subscribers  who 
require  them,  shall  be  delivered  aocordinff  to  priority  of  claim  $  unless  it 
should  appear  to  the  meeting  that  one  case  is  more  pressing  than  another. 

VII.  That  the  Treasurer  shall  be  annually  chosen  at  the  meetiiw  ia 
January:  he  shall  also  act  as  Secretary,  and  keep  an  exact  account  of  all 
receipts  and  disbursements,  also  of  aU  Bibles  and  Testaments  received  and 
delivered^  and  any  other  particulars  relative  to  the  proceedings  of  this  Asso- 
dation. 

VIIL  That  the  Treasurer  be  requested  to  make  application  to  the  Seere- 
taries  of  the  ■■  Auxiliary  (or  Branch)  Sodety  for  two  copies  of  their  last 

Annual  Beport,  and  two  copies  of  the  last  Report  of  the  British  and  Foreign 
Bible  Sodety  I  and  that  they  be  also  requested  to  supply  this  Association, 
montUj,  with  twelve  oofdes  of  '^  Extracts  of  Correspimdence  x**— these 
books  and  papeis  to  be  dzculsted  snong  the  tnenber^  under  the  direct 
he  Treeaurer. 
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bjr  Anodationfl  of  Merhanifai.'— Olwenratiopa  on  the  Bule^ 

IX  Thtt  a  Committee  of  tlixeefulMcriben»iiidu^ 
be  annually  appointed,  at  the  meeting  in  October,  to  priq»z»aiepcirt  of  tbm 
proceedings  of  the  AModation,  with  any  interesting  particularB  of  beneficial 
effects.  Siidi  report  to  be  submitted  to  the  meeting  in  January,  and,  when 
adopted,  to  be  tnnamitted  to  the  Conunittee  of  the  — -— —  AuziBary  (sr 
Brtmek)  ^odBty, 

X.  That  Mr.         ■    be  iqipointed  Treasurer  finr  the  ensuing  yeas. 

XI.  That  respectful  application  be  made  to  Mr.' (ike  PrtfrUtw  ^ 

ike  Omeem\  requesting  him  to  accept  the  Presdency  of  the  Association. 

XIL  That  a  copy  of  these  resolntimis,  signed  by  the  {Freeidemi  e^ 
'^jmnxn^  be  tnuunnitted  to  the  Conmittee  of  the  ■  AuxiUMry  (sr 

JBroMA)  Society. 

OBBBRVATION8* 

.  I.  Where  no  AiudHary  (or  Branch)  Sopety  exuto,  the 
Anodation  may  be  formed  in  direct  connexion  witfi  the 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society.  In  reference  to  the 
Second  Rule,  strict  attention  should  be  paid  to  punctuality  of 
payment,  and  coUection.  The  day  most  convenient  to  the 
members  should  be  appointed  for  mis  purpose ;  and  the  sum 
be  immediately  entered  in  the  book,  opposite  to  the  sub- 
scriber's name. — (See  Specimen  of  the  Treasurer's  Book) 

n.  The  sum  specified  in  the  Third  Rule  may  be  increased 
or  diminishedi  according  to  the  extent  pf  the  Associationi 
and  the  wishes  of  the  subscribers. 

HI.  If  the  return  of  one-half,  as  stated  in  the  Fourth  Bulei 
should  be  found  inadeauate  to  the  wants  of  the  members, 
the  Auxiliary '  (or  Branca)  Committee  will  grant  a  further 
supply,  on  application,  even  to  the  fiill  amount  of  the  contri* 
button  from  the  Association. 

iv.  The  Quarterly  Meeting  should  always  be  held  on  the 
psremises  where  the  members  are  employed,  and  at  an  hour 
which  does  not  interfere  with  their  worx.  The  President^ 
or  in  his  absence  the  Treasurer,  should  preside  at  all  such 
meetings. 

V.  In  reference  to  the  Seventh  and  Eleventh  Rules,  it  will  be 
found  very  important  to  get  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the 
manufactory  to  accept  the  appointment  of  President,  and  the 
principal  superintendent  to  nil  the  office  of  Treasurer.  In  * 
large  Association  it  may  be  desirable  to  appoint  a  Secretary 
in  addition,  who  should  also  be  one  that  occupies  a  respon- 
sible station  in  the  concern. 

Yf.  The  number  of  copies  of  the  Reports  and  Monthly- 
Extaracts  will,  of  course,  vary  according  to  the  extent  of  the 
Association :  of  th^  latter,  one  copy  may  answer  for  every 
four  subscribers,  each  of  whom  may  have  it  for  two  or  ihiee: 
days*    A  constant  interest  wUl  thu«  be  maintainadf  and  b-> 
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Simplidtj  of  the  deaSgn,  and  fiuHfity  of  carrying  it  into  effect. 


knowledge  of  the  proceedingg  and  effects  of  Bible  Societies 
be^  diffii^  among  the  members.  Nor  is'  it  unreasonable  to 
expect)  that  the  i>erusal  of  these  documents  may  hare  a 
powerfiil  influence  on  the  minds  of  the  subscribers.  Of  the 
pernicious  tendency  of  those  publications  that  hare  recently 
been  dreulated  with  so  much  industry  among  our  mano&c- 
taring  population,  every  inflecting  and  well-goyemed  mind 
is  abundantly  convincedL  And  can  we  hesitate  to  adopt  a 
measure  which  provklea  a  silent  but  efiectual  corrective  t 
Shall  we  suffer  the  Press  to  become  tiie  instrument  of  erfl, 
and  not  call  forth  its  powers  to  counteract  the  mischief? 
Those  powers  are  resistless,  on  whatever  side  they  are 
wnployed ;  and  it  is  aUke  our  interest  and  our  duty  to  enlist 
them  in  the  cause  of  virtue.  And  surely  nothing  is  more 
likely  to  introduce  a  correct  taste,  to  awaken  the  benevolent 
principle,  and  to  attract  tiie  affections  of  the  heart,  than 
these  records  of  mercy,  peace,  and  gratitude.  Urn  the 
rich  tribute  is  rendered  to  British  chsirity :  here  the  irrefra- 
gablp  evidence  of  benefit  is  produced :  and  here  tiie  volun* 

.  tary  witnesses  assemble,  from  the  four  quarters  of  tiie  globe, 
to  testify  their  grateful  attachment  to  that  generous  land 
which  could  not  rest  satisfied  with  the  possession  oi  the 

.sacred  treasure,  without  making  all  nations  partakers  of  ita 
wealth  and  participants  of  its  joy. 

SECTION  III. 

MODE  OF  KEEPINO  THE  ACCOUNTS. 

1.  As  the  distinguishing  feature  in  the  plan  of  tiiese 
,  Associations  is  simpncity,  and  those  who  conduct  them  have 
in  general  but  littie  time  at  tiieir  command,  the  accounts 
should  be  so  kept  as  to  save  all  unnecessary  trouble,  while 
^they  exhibit  a  clear  view  of  every  transaction.  These 
objects,  it  is  submitted,  can  be  fully  attained,  by  having  only 
kuo  books,  which  may  be  so  constructed  as  to  contain  all  the 
requisite  particulars  in  the  most  simple  and  intelligible  form :  a 
Minute  ^ok,  in  which  the  proceedings  of  the  Quarterly  and 
Annual  Meetings  should  be  inserted  by  the  Secretary,  and  the 
Beports  of  the  Treasurer  be  transcribed ;  and  tiie  Treasurer's 
Book,  in  which  a  statement  of  every  pecuniary  transaction 
should  be  kept  The  former  requires  no  particular  ob- 
servation ;  and  the  annexied  Specimen,  with  the  explanatory 
remarks  subjoined,  will  sufficiently  illustrate  the  .laMer. 

9.  The  Treasurer's  Book  should  be  of  Quarto  sise ;  and  if 
it  oontain  flfty  or  sixty  leaves,  it  will  comprise  tiie  accounts 
of  tiie  Association  for  several  yeaira    It  wulbe  perceived  by 
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The  Minute  and  Treasurer's  Book  described. 

the  Specimen  No«  ],  liiat  a  number  is  prefixed  to  tfaename  of 
every  subseriberi^-these  mimbers  should  lie  eonluiued  un- 
interruptedly throughout  the  Book :  thus  the  &rst  number 
in  folio  2  will  be  19.  It  will  save  considerable  troublci  if  the 
Treasurer  specify  fin  hour,  weekly,  for  receiving  the  Contri- 

Sutionsi  and  mak^  the  regular  ei^try  in  his  bpc$^  ^  the  time 
le  subscription  is  paid. 

'  3.  Shoidd  any  fubscriber  wish  for  a  Bible  or  Testament^' 
after  having  ori^aally  declined  availing  himself  of  his  pri- ' 
vileffe,  he  should  bp  supplied.    In  aU  such  cases,  the  entry  ot 
''No**  should  be  eras^,  and  the  description  of  Bible  or 
Testament  inserted  in  the  proper  column.    When  a  subscriber  > 
dies,  or  di8Contini:|es  his  subscription,  a  notification  to  thaft 
efieet  should  be  inserted  opposite  to  his  name,  as  in  the  case 
of  No.  7  in  the  Specimen.    The  requisite  ^ntry  shoidd  be 
made  in  tlie  last  column,  before  the  Bible  or  Tostament  is 
delivered  to  the  subscriber. 

4.  It  will  be  observed,  that  spaces  are  left  at  the  bottom  of 
t^e  pMe,  for  the  purpose  of  adding  up  and  inserting  the 
Weekly  and  Quarterly  amounts.     Tliese  entries,  checked  by 
the  cash  in  the  Treasurer's  hands,  will  enable  him  to  prepare  . 
hb  Quarterly  Statement,  according  tq  the  following  form  \  yiz.  • 


TREASURER'S  REf ORT. 

Presented  the  3d  of  April  189a 

«— ^-^  £.   u  d. 

Amount  received  in  January 4.0.8 

Ditto    •    •  inFebniarj      •    •    •    .    « 0.   9*8 

Ditto    .    •  In  March 0. 10.9  • 

Total  reoeiyed «••  5.0.7 

puid  to  the  .^— —  Attxiliaiy  BiUe  Society B.  o.<» 

Balance  now  in  the  Treamirer'a  hands  •    *  £.0.   0.7 

lUetivtdfnm  th€  Auximakt  SocrtTY :— «  Brefvier  and  9  Mhiion  BiBrzs) 
3  I^ca  and  9  Brerier  Testamektb  ;  amounting,  at  cost-prices,  to  9/.  3f.  M 

Ommtd  Ar  SuBSCEiBEBS :— 9  Brevier  Bibles,  and  1  Pica  Testament. 

m*m  This  import  should  hejikdy  fer  ztfisrenoe. 

5.  In  reference  to  the  Specimen  No.  2,  the  Treasurer  should 
always  give  a  written  order  for  Bibles  and  Testaments :  and 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  or  Depositary  of  the  Auxiliary 
(or  Branch)  Society  to  furnish  an  invoice  with  every  parcel. 
Thb  invoice  should  be  immediately  entered  by  the  Treasurer, 
and  produced,  with  the  acknowledgment  of  the  last  remittance, 
at  the  next  Quarterly  Meeting  of  the  Association. 
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Peculiar  importance  of  these  institutioiis  at  the  present  peHod. 

SECTION  IV. 

GENBRAL  REMARKS. 

1.  If  there  be  any  portion  of  the  system  of  the  Bible  Society 
that  is  peculiarly  applicable  to  the  circumstances  of  Great 
Britain  at  the  present  period,  it  appears  to  be  that  which  we 
are  now  considering.  To  those  who  possess  a  salutary  in- 
fluence over  the  minds  of  their  subordinate  workmen,  a 
question  of  vital  importance  suggests  itself — **  How  has  this 
influence  been  exercised?**  '  If  every  master-manufacturer  and 
superintendant  would  seriously  put  this  inauiry  to  his  own 
conscience,  aiid  be  governed  by  the  answer  lie  receives,  ths 
results  would  be  speedilv  witnessed,  and  the  best  interests  of 
our  country  be  essentially  promoted. 

2.  That  universal  education  on  the  basis  of  the  Bible  would 
be  an  universal  benefit,  is  the  decided  conviction  of  the 
author ;  but  whether  this  opinion  be  well  or  ill  founded,  is  not 
now  the  question.  The  evil,  if  it  be  one,  b  done ; — an  appetite 
is  created,  which  must  be  fed ;  and  if  you  do  not  supply  it 
widi  wholesome  and  solid  food,  we  too  well  know  that  there 
are  others  who  will  administer  attractive  poison.  And  shall 
we  sleep,  while  the  enemy  is  sowing  tares?  Shall  the  Chrbtian 
be  supme,  when  the  Iimdel  is  active?  Shall  the  friends  of 
good  order  and  subordination  slumber  at  their  posts,  when 
2ie  advocates  of  anarchy  and  confusion  are  abroad?  If 
apathy  and  indifference  be  the  consequence  of  superior 
knowledge,  then  indeed  education  is  an  evil:  but  if  wisdom 
and  inteUigence  be  conferred,  as  they  undoubtedly  are,  for 

Sractical  and  ffood  purposes,  it  is  in  such  times  as  these  that 
leir  value  is  felt  and  their  application  demanded. 

8.  "  The  Bible,**  says  Locke,  **  has  Gtod  for  its  author;  salva* 
tion  for  its  end ;  and  truth,  without  any  mixture  of  error,  for  its 
matter.'*  The  interest  excited  by  a  desire  to  possess  it,  or  to 
assist  in  its  universal  diffusion,  is  as  much  superior  to  ev^y 
sensual  pursuit,  as  the  concerns  of  eternity  surpass  tliMe  of 
the  present  hour.  He  who  feels  and  cherishes  this  interest 
is  elevated  above  the  mean  and  sordid  considerations  that  had 
formerly  occupied  his  attention.  His  character  expands  with 
his  capacity  for  enjoyment ;  and  he  rejects  those  incitements 
to  evil,  a  compliance  with  which  would  degrade  him  in  his 
own  estimation,  and  in  the  opinion  of  those  whose  respect  he 
can  now  appreciate. 

4.  The  effect  of  this  elevation  of  character  will  be  felt  ia 
reference  to  his  daily  habits.    The  man  who  paases  his  erea* 
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The  effects  on  habit  and  character.f— lUustration  of  the  subject. 
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ings  at  the  public-house,  and  associates  with  the  idle  and 
the  profligate^  gradually  depresses  the  spring  of  honest  in- 
dustry, and  weakens  his  attachment  to  domestic  pleasures : 
whereas  he  who  is  induced  by  reflection  and  conviction  to 
avoid  those  scenes  of  dissipation,  and  to  find  his  best  and 
tranquil  enjoyments  at  home,  will  have  a  perpetual  stimulus 
to  exertion^  in  the  increased  comforts  of  nis  family  and  the 
satisfaction  of  his  own  mind.  A  strong  and  increasing  sense 
of  duty  will  render  his  toil  a  pleasiure ;  and  his  employers  will 
not  be  the  last  to  reap  the  reward  of  this  high  tone  of  correct 
moral  feeling,  which  they  have  been  the  instruments  of  exciting. 

^  5.  These  observations  will  derive  tenfold  force^  if  we  con- 
sifter  the  Mechanic  in  the  lights  of  a  dispenser  of  charity. 
Those  know  but  httle  of  the  labouring  classes  in  our  country, 
who  assert,  that  selfishness  is  their  predominant  characteristic. 
The  benevolent  principle  may  be  torpid,  but  it  still  exists ; 
—it  may  have  been  kept  down  by  the  leaden  influence  of 
pauperism,  or  misdirected  by  artifice  and  sophistry ;  but  if 
you  place  it  under  the  guidance  of  Religion,  it  will  rise  above 
these  obstructions,  and  acquire  strength  and  vigour  by  ex- 
ercise. He  who  knows  himself  to  be  a  benefactor  of  man* 
kind,  however  limited  the  extent  of  his  aid,  will  find  within 
his  own  heart  a  stronger  incentive  to  economy  and  industry 
than  legislative  enactments  have  ever  provided.  ''  I  never 
kne^F,**  said  an  honest  carpenter  to  tiie  author;  **  I  never 
knew.  Sir,  the  value  of  independence  till  now.  Formerly  I 
never  had  a  shilling  to  spare,  because  I  always  owed  it  at  the 
public-house.  I  had  a  bible,  but  I  never  read  it,  until  the 
collectors  of  the  Bible  Association  told  me  what  it  was. 
They  asked  me  whether  I  could  not  spare  a  penny  a-week,  to 
send  it  over  all  the  world ;  and  I  gave  it  without  thinking 
about  it.  But  when  I  read  the  paper  they  gave  me,  and  my 
Bible  afterwards,  I  found  I  had  been  for  ten  years  injuring 
myself  and  my  family,  without  getting  any  good  by  it;  so  I 
thought  it  was  liigh  time  to  make  a  change  :  and,  blessed  be 
Goj>!  He  has  enabled  me  to  make  it  I  began  to  think/ 
*  whether  I  could  not  give  more  than  the  poor  penny  a-week 
to  such  a  great  and  good  work;  and  I  soon  found  I  could 
double  it  without  missing  what  I  gave.  This  was  the  begin* 
ning,  sir ;  and  now  I  have  eighteen  pounds  in  the  Savings* 
Bank,  my  family  and  home  are  comfortable  and  orderly^  and 
I  never  was  half  so  happy  in  my  life." 
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^  JOIIAB  VBIUE  BX  WAS  TXT  TOVKOy  BXOAX  TO  8XKK  OOH." 


8  CHRON-.  XXXIV/&r 


'  PRELIMINARY  OBSERVATIONS. 

A  MO  NO  the  many  considerations  which  a  review  of  die  Bible 
Society  involves,  few  are  more  replete  with  interest  than  that 
on  which  we  now  enter.  That  persons  of  mature  age,  with- 
out distinction  of  country  or  sex,  should  co-operate  in  a  work 
like  this,  does  not  excite  surprise ;  but  that  the  Zealand  energy 
of  Children  should  be  called  into  exercise,  is  a  subject  of 
peculiar  gratification,  and  affords  one  of  the  finest  illustrations 
of  that  singleness  of  object  and  that  simplicity  of  design  which 
diaracterize  this  institution.  It  might  naturally  be  supposed, 
that  the  interest  manifested  by  the  young,  in  this  compre- 
hensive scheme  of  Christian  charity,  had  its  origin  in  the  sug« 
gestion  of  their  parents,  or  was  the  result  of  similar  exertions 
on  the  part  of  their  seniors  i  but  it  is  a  memorable  fact,  that 
Juvenile  Bible  Associations  constituted  the  earliest  Auxiliaries 
of  the  Parent  Institution ;  and  have  continued  to  the  present 
day  to  pour  their  small,  but  unfailing  rills  into  that  mighty 
river  by  which  the  nations  are  refireshed. 

It  has  been  well  observed  by  Mr.  Owen : — '*  If  a  justification 
were  required  of  this  mode  of  employing  the  energies  of  the 
young,  no  other  need  be  given  than  what  is  furnished  by  the 
following  Scripture  authority : — jind  when  the  chief  priests 
and  scribes  saw  the  wonderful  things  that  he  didy  and  the  children 
crying  in  the  temple,  and  sayings  Hosanna  to  tlie  Son  of  David^ 
they  were  sore  displeased;  and  said  unto  him,  Hearest  tfiou 
what  these  sayP  jind  J esvs  saith  unto  tliem,  Yea;  have  ye  never 
read^  Out  of  the  mouth  of  babes  and  sucklings  thou  hast  perfected 
praiser 
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SECTION  I. 

ORIGIN  AND  PEOGEE88  OF  JUYENILB  ASSOCIATIONS. 

.  I.  The  first  Juvenile  Bible  Society  of  which  we  possess 
any  information,  is  that  of  SheffielDi  established,  in  the  year 
1804,  without  any  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  the  British 
and  Foreign  Bible  Society.  The  foUowiag  extract  of  a  letter 
from  ihe  Rev.  T,  Best,  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  Sheffield 
Auxihary  Society,  conveys  so  interesting  an  account  of  the 
origin  of  this  remarkable  Society^  that  no  apology  can  be 
necessary  for  its  introduction  :— 

•  **  The  Sheffield  Juvenile  Bible  Sodety  commenced  ^1804.  Its  beginning 
was  very  small ;  it  was  indeed  the  least  of  all  seeds.— A  jounff  ladj  about 
fifteen  jeaxs  of  age,*  observing,  in  her  visits  to  the  poor,  a  dej^rable  want 
of  the  holj  scriptures,  determined  to  do  what  she  could  towards  suppljina 
this  want :  she  mentioned  to  her  younger  brother  her  intention  of  contri- 
buting something  every  week  towards  purchasing  a  Testament ;  for  at  thi» 
time  she  had  no  idea  of  being  able  to  give  away  a  Bible.  She  began  with  a 
penny,  and  he  with  a  halQienny  t  they  procured  a  tin  box,  in  which  they  kept 
their  savings,  till  at  lengtii  they  amounted  to  sixteen  pence,  with  which  they 
bought  a  Testament  This  young  lady  next  drew  up  a  short  appeal,  which 
she  sent  to  her  school-fellows :  the  proposal  was  xeceived  and  entered  upon 
with  ardour,  and  the  Testaments  were  given  away  as  fest  as  they  could  be 
procured.  A  d^iee  of  system  was  gradually  adopted ;  and  the  society  has 
at  different  times  received  presents  of  books  and  money.  The  largest 
amount  received  in  any  one  year  was  SSt  At  first  the  society  distributed 
Testaments  only ;  but  of  late  it  has  confined  its  distribution  to  Bibles ;  and 
these,  as  much  as  possible,  of  the  largest  size.  The  Committee  consists  of 
finir  of  the  members,  who  meet  evety  fortnight" 

Although  an  Auxiliary  Society,  and,  more  recently,  a  Ladies* 
Association,  have  heen  established  at  Sheffield,  this  little 
society  continues  its  operations  independent  of  both,  paying 
OTcr  its  funds  to  the  former,  and  drawing  back  the  fuU 
amount  in  Bibles  and  Testaments  at  cost-prices.  The  total 
number  of  copies  distributed,  during  the  sixteen  years  of  its 
existence,  exceeds  two  thousand  Jive  hundred* 

This  Society,  it  will  be  perceived,  expends  the  whole  of  its 
funds  in  the  purchase  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  for  gratuitous 
distribution ; — ^a  system  which  experience  has  proved  to  be 
inexpedient,  and  the  evils  of  which  can  be  coiuiteracted  only 
by  the  greatest  caution  and  judgment  in  the  selection  of  tiie 
recipients. 


•  The  name  of  this  young  lady  was  Catherine  Elliott.  She  is  now  the 
estimable  mother  of  a  family;  but  her  seal  for  the  interests  of  the  Society,,  which 
she  fo&nded.  is  unabated,  and  she  still  acts  as  iu  Treasurer. 


878  JUTENILB  AND  SCHOOl  ASSOCtATtOVS.         [CHAK  T. 

Holbom  Sunday  ScfaooL^-Surrej-Chapel  AMocUtioii. 

2.  From  no  class  of  the  community  has  the  Bible  Society 
received  more  constant,,  and,  in  proportion  to  their  means, 
liberal  support^  than  from  the  teachers  and  children  of  Sunday 
Schools.  The  first  contribution  from  this  source  was  made^ 
in  the  year  1808,  by  the  Holbom  Sunday  School;  and  the 
aggregate  amount  remitted  by  that  institution,  to  the  dose  of 
the  year  1919,  is  2821.  7s.  6d.  The  following  extract  of  a 
letter  from  the  Secretary  explains  the  mode  of  contribution :-~ 

^'  Each  teacher  subscribes  one  penny  per  weel^ ;  and  those  cfaildrm  wfa# 
wish  it  give  one  halQpennj  per  week :  and  we  have  the  gratification  to  see 
aeyeral  of  the  old  scholars,  who  have  been  honourably  dismissed  the  schoolf 
dteerftiUy  petitioning  to  add  their  little  mite  weekly  to  the  conuoon  stock. 
May  the  Divine  AuUior  of  the  Bible  continue  to  prosper  the  ^orts  of  yo9JC 
truly  honourable  Society,  till  all  the  inhabitants  orthe  globe  shall  possess  the 
precious  Word  of  God,  and,  by  the  influences  of  the  Holy  Sphit,  savingly 
understand  it*' 

3.  In  the  summer  of  181S,  the  first  Juvenile  Association  oq 
a  regular  and  systematic  plan  was  established,  under  the 
designation  of  the  Surrey-Chapel  Bible  Assodation,  and 
composed  principally  of  the  children  and  teachers  of  twehre 
cf  the  schools  in  connexion  with  the  Southwark  Sunday-School 
Society,  comprising  about  three  thousand  scholars.  In  re* 
ference  to  this  subject,  the  author  feels  a  melancholy  pleasure 
in  recording  the  name  of  his  lamented  friend  Mr.  BENJAMiif 
Neale,  to  whose  judgment,  energy,  and  perseverance,  the 
institution  of  this  extraordinary  Association  must,  in  a  great 
measure,  be  ascribed.    He  watched  over  its  progress  with 

Sarental  anxietv ;  and  to  the  close  of  his  active  and  valuable 
fe.  it  c6ntinuea  to  be  an  object  near  his  heart  Of  the  suc- 
cess which  has  attended  this  Association,  the  following  state- 
ment of  the  aggregate  results,  to  April  18£0,  will  be  a  satia* 
factory  evidence  :— 

Total  number  of  Contributors  and  Subscribers,  about .  .  •    12,000 
Ditto        of  Bibles  and  Testaments  distributed    .  .      9.316 

Total  amount  remitted  to  the  Southwark  Auxiliary  Bible -i  1^771 
Society    . .    .    .    .     .}£;2115 

4.  In  the  year  1809,  the  young  ladies  of  Miss  Teulon*s 
School  at  Hackney  made  their  first  remittance  to  the  Parent 
Society,  and  have  steadily  continued  their  generous  aid  ih 
(^very  succeeding  year.  The  average  number  of  contributors 
is  about  twenty-five ;  and  the  total  amount  contributed  to  the 
present  time  is  108L  for  which  no  return  is  required* 

5.  Amongst  the  earliest  efforts  of  this  description,  those  of 
fi  ypimg  lady  at  Colchester  deserve  particular  notice.  On 
the  1st  of  January  1813f  «he  commenced  a  Juvenile  Bibl^ 


tnCT*  I.]  ORIOIK  OF  JUYEKILS  ASBOCIATIONS.  S79 


Colchester.— AflBOCifttion  at  Mr.  flveU's  SohooU  Hammenxnitli. 

Association,  consisting  oijifty  younff  persons,  chiefly  under 
ten  years  of.  age,  %  whose  united  subscriptions  she  was ' 
enabled,  beiire  the  close  of  that  year,  to  present  a  donation 
of  1 1/.  1&.  8d  to  the  Auxilianr  Society.  Under  the  prudent 
and  persevering  direction  of  me  same  benevolent  individual,, 
this  little  society  continues  its  laudable  exertions ;  and  the 
aggresate  amount  of  its  contributions  in  the  seven  years,  end- 
ing November  1820,  exceeds  ninety  pounds,  for  which  no. 
return  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  has  been  required.  Several 
School  Associations  have  been  subsequently  established  in 
connexion  with  the  same  Auxiliary  Society,  which  are  thus 
noticed  in  their  Tenth  Annual  Report: — 

**  From  one  of  these  it  appears  the  sum  of  9/«  18#.  4ii.  has  been  received  i 
ftom  another,  organized  with  a  president,  treasurer,  secretary,  and  nins 
collectors,  the  sum  of  10/.  1S«. ;  from  another,  the  sunrc^  12.  4«.  8^.  a  con*, 
tribution  equally  honourable  to  the  parties  who  made  it ;  and  from  two 
achoob  of  poor  ^Is  in  the  pariah  of  St.  Peter,  1/.;  making  together  SSi.  15ii' 
—In  addition  to  these  sums,  your  Committee  have  to  state  the  receipt  of  St 
from  an  Association  among  the  young  gentlemen  of  Mr.  Robertson's  estSi* 
bUahmcnt ;  and  of  hL  fit>m  one  among  those  of  Mr.  Seaman's ;  atad  fi'om  th« 
children  of  the  Lancasterian  Sunday  School  a  free  contributbn  of  17«.  \0d* 

in  addition  to  their  purchase  of  Bibles. .  •  . « These  may  be  regarded 

only  as  parts  of  the  sums  actually  contributed  by  our  youth,  many  among* 
them  being  subscriben  to  the  collectors  of  distriqts  in  the  Ladies*  Aasocia-  . 
tion ;  and  it  is  also  pleasing  to  observe,  that  many  of  those  who  have  assisted 
your  object  have  given  a  conriderable  asabtance  to  other  institutiona  of  a 
xeligious  nature.** 

6.  In  February  1813,  a  Juvenile  Bible  Assodation  waa 
established  among  the  young  sentlemen  of  Mr.  Elwell's 
School  at  Hammersmith ;  which  has  been  conducted  with  such 
exemplary  attention  to  system,  and  characterized  by  such  a 
degree  of  perseverance,  as  entitle  it  to  particular  notice.  As 
the  members  of  this  little  society  attribute  much  of  their  suc- 
cess to  the  practical  application  of  their  Vlllth,  IXth,  and 
Xth  Rules,  no  apology  can  be  requisite  for  introducing  the 
entire  Code  of  Regubtions. 

Laws  and  Reoulatiovs  of  the  A$soeUitii$n, 

I.  That  this  Association  be  deipominated,  **  A  Juvekile  Bible  Assooiju 
Tioir,  formed  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the  Funds  of  the  Kensington,  Chelsea, 
Fulham,  and  Hammersmith  Auxiliary  Bible  Society,  by  Annu^  Donations.** 

II.  That  a  Committee  be  appointed,  consisting  of  nine  members,  indud. 
ing  a  chairman,  a  secretary,  a  treasurer,  and  a  collector ;  which  shall  meet 
eveiy  Wednesday  ;  when  the  treasurer  and  collector  shall  give  an  account  of 
subscriptions  received  that  day,  and  donatiima  received  ducing  the  preceding 
week. 

III.  That  no  business  be  transacted,  unleM  five  of  the  committee  be 
piiiacnt* 


280'  .     JttTENILK  AND  SCHOOL  ASSOCIATIONS.  [CHAP.T.- 

Rules  and  Regulations  of  Mr.  £lirell*s  Association. 

f  '  IV.  That  aQ  sorts  of  conversation,  or  behaviour,  irrelevant  tio  tiie  business 
before  the  committee,  ftom  4be  time  that  orden  is  called  till  the  cine 
thai  the  meeting  is  actually  ai^oumed,  be  considered  di8orde%  and,  as  such, 
punished  bj  a  fine  of  twopence,  to  be  added  to  the  funds  of  the  Association. 

V.  That  all  Resolutions  agreed  to  by  the  committee  be  signed  by  the 
chairman. 

VI.  That  a  new  committee,  churman,  secretary,  treasurer,  and  collector, 
be  appointed  at  the  commencement  of  every  half-year. 

yil.  That,  at  the  commencement  of  each  half-year,  the  dudrman  make 
inquiry  whether  any  evidence  of  improper  conduct  can  be  substantiated 
against  any  member  of  the  committee ;  and  that  if  no  such  proofs  are  ad- 
£ced,  each  member  of  the  former  committee  may  resume  his  seat  in  the 
new  one ; — aUvticaneiet  being  filled  up  by  eUetiotu 

VIII.  That  if  any  member  of  the  Association  give  a  donation  of  two 
guineas,  or  separate  donations  to  that  amount,  at  or  after  his  departure  firom 
the  sohool,  he  shall  become  a  Vice-Patron. 

IX.  That  those  members  who,  at  their  departure  from  the  school,  give  t  • 
donation  of  one  guinea,  shall  be  considered  Members  for  life. 

«  X.  That  three  deputy  collectors  be  elected  quarterly,  who  shall  receive 
tie  weelcly  subscriptions  and  donations;  and  that  no  person  be  diosen 
a  member  of  the  committee  who  has  not  previously  passed  through  the 
office  of  deputy  collector  for  a  quarter  of  a  year. 

XI.  That  the  committee  be  regular  in  their  attendance  on  the  appointed 
day ;  and  that  no  member  of  it  be  absent  more  than  once,  (unless  some  su£. 
fident  reason  for  his  non-attendanoe  can  be  assigned  to  the  chairman,)  on 
pain  of  vacating  his  seat 

XII.  That  when  the  votes  are  equal,  the  chairman  may  give  a  castang  or 
dedding  vot^ ;  and  shall  have  the  power  of  calling  a  ^>ecial  meeting  of  the 
coomntlee  when  he  thinks  premier. 

XIII.  That  no  sort  of  canvassng  or  bribery  be  allowed  at  tiie  election  o£ 
new  committees,  or  officers  of  the  Assodatiouy  or  at  the  proposing  of  Reso- 
lutions. 

XIV.  That  no  member  be  pennitted  to  borrow  money  out  of  the  f^nds  of 
the  Association. 

.  XV.  That  a  general  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  Association  be  held 
twice  every  year,  at  such  times  aa  the  committee  shall  think  fit  to  appoint. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  Report  of  this  Associa- 
tion, for  1819:—  * 

*'  Besides  the  advantage  immediately  derived  from  your  subscriptions  and 
donations,  your  example  brings  with  it  one  still  greater.  It  will,  doubtless, 
^ve  you  great  pleasure  to  hear,  that  one.of  your  former  members,  whose  seal 
in  this  cause  has  often  been  witnessed,  has  lately  established  a  Juvenile 
Bible  Associatian  in  a  school  near  Portsmputh,  and*  adopted  the  rules  of 
your  association.  Your  Committee  earnestly  exhort  other  members  to  follow 
this  example ;  hoping  that,  by  this  means,  assodations  on  a  similar  plan 
may  be  formed,  and  thus  a  greater  number  of  youthful  advocates  may  arise 
to  succeed  those  who  are  now  the  great  supporters  of  the  Bible  S'odety. 
Your  Committee  feel  happy  in  the  consideration  that  it  is  not  a  fle^ng 
impulse  of  youthftd  ardour  which  has  exdted  you  to  undertake  the  support 
of  so  great  a  cause,  but  a  steady  determination,  arising  from  feelings  of  love 
to  mankind  and  gratitude  to  God,  which  has  influenced  your  exertions,  and 
directed  your  operationsu** 
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The  average  nunofber  of  ciHitribiitors  is  tkirty-stx  ;'  and  the 
total  amount  already  remitted  for  the  general  object  of  th« 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  is  231/.  85.  TJrf. 

In  reference  to  this  AssociaticHi,  and  to  a  kindred  institution 
in  the  same  district,  the  Committee  of  the  Kensington  Auxi- 
liary Society,  in  their  Third  Annual  Report,  observe  :-—    ^   . 

^  The  jouxig  gentlemen  of  Mr.  Standen^s  Academy  (Hammemnith)  kave 
eontinued  to  present  their  yearly  donation  of  fourteen  guineas  :  while  thoaft 
in  connexion  with  the  establishment  of  Mr.  Elwell,  of  the  same  place,  hare 
jaised  their  former  subscription  of  twenty  guineas  to  twenty  .five,  and  ha.yb 
given  fire  guineas,  in  addition,  to  the  Hammersmith  Association.  Let  those 
ftttend  to  this  fiict,~who  thought  that  the  continuance  of  juvenile  ardour  was 
not  to  be  expected,  and  that  the  hopes  expressed  of  this  nature  were  sanguine 
and  unwarranted.  For  themselves,  the  Committee  atiU  entertain  the  same 
ibpes ;  and  from  no  quarter  do  they  lesa  apprehend  disappointment  than  firom 
the  young." 

At  York,  Bradford,  Exeter,  Manduster,  Kingston-on-ThameSf 
and  a  few  other  places,  similar  Associations  have  been  subsS'^ 
quently  formed.  Of  these,  the  Juvenile  Association  of  the 
Lieaf-Square  Academy,  near  Manchester,  merits  particular 
notice,  in  consequence  of  th^  zeal  and  judgment  that  havo 
characterized  its  proceedings.  It  was  estabHshed  in  the  yeai 
1814:  the  average  number  of  contributors  is  about  forty ;  and 
the  amount,  coUected  to  April  18S0,  is  117 L  Us.  Sd. 

7.  As  there  is  no  countiy  upon  earth  which  b  more  in- 
debted to  education  and  the  Bible  than  Scotland — elevated 
as  she  has  been  in  the  seale  of  nations  through  their  instru- 
mentality— so  there  is  none  that  has  more  strikingly  evinced 
its  gratitude.  By  promoting  the  extension  of  the  one,  and  the 
circulation  of  the  other.  In  the  formation  of  Juvenile  Bible 
Associations,  her  youth  exhibit€|d  an  early  example,  and 
have  continued  with  steady  perseverance  their  liberal  aid. 
The  first  institution  of  this  kind  in  Scotland  appears  to  have 
been  that  of  the  Edinbvurgh  Juvenile  Society,  established  in 
'  the  spring  of  1813,  the  origin  of  which  is  thus  described  in 
the  fourth  ^nual  Report  of  the  Edinburgh  Bible  Society ; — 

^  A  few  young  persons  connected  with  a  Sahhath  School  voluntarily 
began  with  contributing  the  small  sum  of  a  halfpenny  per  week  on  account 
of  the  Bible  Society  :  their  numbers  gradually  increased,  until  some  grown- 
up persons  considered  it  their  duty  to  encourage  their  elSbrts,  and  agreed 
to  form  them  into  a  society^  and  to  aasiat  in  the  manageinent  of  their  con- 
cerns. It  appeared  to  them,  that,  by  an  Assodation  of  this  kind,  besides 
the  pecuniary  advantage  to  the  Bible  Society,  an  impression  peculiarly 
4nrouiable  m^t  be  made  on  the  miada  oik  the  young  persona  themaelrefu 
While  it  cannot  be  expected  that  all  who  become  members  will  do  so  under 
the  influence  of  serious  feeling,  it  is  at  least  likely  that  this  Society  will 
contain  none  openly  wicked  and  profima    By  the  frequent  intexcoiuae  df 
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Glasgow,  &C.  AssociationB.-— Savings  from  ixifimcj. 


such  comparatiyelj  well-dispoaed  youths^  wiU  the  danger  ariaiiig  from  bad 
aworiatat  be  diminiahed,  the  influence  of  religiqya  example  be  generally 
diffiiaed,  and  the  attention  of  all  be  habitually  drawn  to  th^  good  ways  of 
the  Lord.  While  engaged  in  providing  Bibles  for  others,  may  the  God  of 
all  grace  make  them  anxious  to  read  and  understand  their  own ;  and  while 
assiating  in  the  glorious  work  of  making  othen  wise  unto  aalvatioa,  maj 
each  of  them  be  made  wise  for  Umaelfr 

The  aggregate  amounts  derived  to  the  iunds  of  the  Edin^ 
hurgh  and  Glasgow  Sodeties^  from  this  source,  to  the  year 
18}9,  are, 

Edinhurghy  from  seven  Juvenile  Associations .    £.S\6  •    1.0 
Glasgow,  from  six    .    •    .  ditto      .    .    •    •  £.267  •  19 . 0 

By  similar  Associations  at  Aberdeen^  Greenock^  Paisley,  &c. 
a  proportional  degree  of  zeal  and  liberaMty  has  been  mani^ 
fested ;  and  it  is  very  probable,  that  in  many  other  parts  of 
Great  Britain  combined  indications  of  the  interest  felt  by  the 
young  in  this  work  of  mercy,  have  been  discovered,  although 
the  particulars  have  not  been  made  public  The  following  is 
selected  from  among  numerous  evidences  of  an  individual 
desire  to  contribute  towards  an  object  which  even  children 
can  understand  and  appreciate.  After  an  interesting  meet- 
ing in  the  North  of  England,  a  paper  was  handed  to  the 
author,  of  which  the  following  is  a  transcript : — 

*^  A  young  permm  was  at  the  meeting  last  night,  whose  ezertiona  in  aid 
of  the  Bible  [Society  b^an  at  perhaps  an  earlier  period  than  most  in  the 
room  t  and  aa  I  feel  confident  that  the  circumstance  excites  in  her  mind  no 
feeling  but  that  of  gratitude  to  God,  and  to  her  excellent  parents,- 1  will 
mention  the  feet  to  you,  in  the  hope  of  its  furnishing  a  hint  for  usefulness  to 
others.  In  her  days  of  in&ncy,  when  a  penny  was  given  to  her  for  learning 
a  hymn,  it  was,  at  her  mother's  suggestion,  deposited  in  a  little  box  till  u 
had  five  companions ;  they  were  then  exchanged  ^r  a  silver  sixpence.  A 
shilling,  by  the  same  process,  soon  occupied  its  place,  or  became  united  to  it 
at  once,  by  a  chapter  being  committed  to  memory.  Whenever  ten  shillings 
could  be  counted,  they  were  phiced  by  the  child  in  the  hand  of  her 
afiectionate  fether,  who  returned  to  his  pleased  little^ne  a  promissoiy  note 
fer  the  ten  shillings  with  interest,  in  due  form.  On  the  establishment  of  the 
Bible  Society  here,  the  several  notes  were  produced,  and  the  accumulated 
ftmd  was  called  in  :^t  amounted  to  tek  ouiiteas,  which  were  with  ui^ 
apeakable  pleasure  committed  to  its  better  bank,  as  '' Savingt  from  In/imejf^ 
and  inserted  as  such  in  the  first  Annual  Report  of  the  Auxiliary  Society.** 


SECTION  11, 

RULES  AND  REQULATIOKS. 

In  preparing  the  following  regulations,  the  author  haa  en- 
deavoured to  render  them  as  sunple  as  possible ;  and  such 
obsenratioas  are  aubjoined  as  appeared  necessary  to  nab^ 
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the  plan  perfecdy  intelligible  to  those  for  whose  use  they  are 


1«  ItrCi^s  rgcomumemdei  fwr  adepHon  hy  Juvexilc  Bible  ABSocxATXovi. 

L  That  an  Auodation  be  now  fonned  in  connexion  with  the  ■ 

Auxiliary  (or  Branch)  Bible  Society  (or Bible  jiMsoeiatmn)^  to  be 

denominated  ^  The  — — ^  Juvenile  Bible  AaMciation,  for  the  purpose  of 
contributing  towards  the  circulation  of  the  holy  scriptures,  without  note 
or  comment,  throughout  the  world." 

IL  That  each  Member  of  this  Association  subscribe  not  less  than  one 
penny  a-week ;  and  that  eveiy  person  presenting  a  donation  of  one  guinea,  or 
upwards,  either  at  one  time  or  within  a  year,  shall  be  a  member  for  life 

}II.  Tl^t  the  business  of  this  Association  be  conducted  by  a  treasurer, 
«ecretaiy,  and  a  committeet  consisting  of  all  the  members  who  collect  six- 
pence or  upwards  per  week :  the  treasurer  and  secretary  to  be  chosen 
annually,  and  to  be  eligible  for  re-election. 

IV.  That  the  committee  meet  on  the  — — *  day  of  erery  month,  at 
—  o'dook  pfedsely,  and  that  the  business  commence  as  soon  as  Atq 
members  aire  present. 

V.  That  each  collector  be  fumisbed  by  the  secretaxy  with  a  cdllectinf. 
book,  numbered  according  to  the  order  of  appointment,  for  the  purpose  of 
entering  the  names  of  contributors  and  Bible  subscribers;  and  Uuit  the 
amount  received  shall  be  paid  over  to  the  treasurer  at  every  committee 


VI.  That  if  any  member  of  this  Ajsodation  wishes  to  subscribe  ftr  a  Bible 
V  Testament  for  his  (or  Mar)  own  use,  or  for  the  supply  of  any  poor  child  or 
person  unable  to  subscribe,  such  subscription  sluJl  be  received,  and  the 
Bible  pr  Testament  be  delivered  when  the  cost-price  has  been  paid. 

YII.  That  the  whole  of  the  contributions,  after  deducting  incidental 
txpeaaesj  shall  be  paid  by  the  treasurer,  quarterly,  to  the  committee  of  the 

■  ■■        Auxiliarv  (or  Branek)  Bible  Society  (or BibU  jiuoeiaHm\ 

lo  be  applied,  after  paying  for  any  Bibles  and  Testaments  which  have  beeo 
xeceived,  to  the  gei^end  object  pf  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society. 

VIII.  That  a  genersl  meeting  of  the  subscriben  shall  be  held  annually, 
when  the  tre8surer*s  account,  as  audited  by  the  committee,  shall  be  pre- 
sented, the  proceedings  of  the  Isst  year  reported,  and  a  treasurer  and  secre- 
tmrj  ^tpointed.  A  copy  of  the  Report  to  be  sent  to  the  committee  of  the 
^- »  Auxiliary  (or  Branch)  Society  (or     .         Bible  jfseoeiaiiomy, 

IX.  That  ji,B.  be  treasurer,  and  C.  J),  secretary  for  the  year  ensuing. 

X.  That  a  copy  of  these  Rul^  signed  by  the  treasurer  and  secretary,  be 

transmitted  to  the  committed  of  the Auxiliary  (or  Branch)  Society 

(or Bible  jiseoeiathn) ;    and  that  they  be  respectfully  requested  to 

furnish  the  Aasociation  with  their  Annual  Bep(»>ts,  and  with  five  copies  of 
ihe  ^  Extracts  of  Correspondence,*'  monthly. 


OBSERYATIONS. 

Ist  RuIe.-^-If  the  society  be  established  iq  a  school,  it  may  be 

denominated  <'  The  Bible  Association  of  Mr,  {Mrs.  or  Miss ^'g) 

School." 

^d  R^le.-r-In  School  Associations,  the  privilege  of  being  life- 
members  may  be  extended  to  those  subscribers  who  leave  the 
•aboolt  but  who  still  manifest  an  interest  in  the  cause. 
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ObsermCSoM  on  tbe  Rules  and  Aeguhiiaiu. 

9d  Rule.— The  treasurer  of  a  School  Association  should 
always  be  one  of  the  principals  or  teachers  of  the  seminary.  The 
SECRETARY  should  be  one  of  the  scholars;  and  in  this  appointment, 
the  <naster  (or  mistress)  should  be  consulted : — tamper  and  character, 
as  well  as  ability,  should  distinguish  the  individual  selected. 

.  4th  Rule.— The  day  and  hour  of  the  committee-meeting  should 
be  such  as  do  not  interfere  with  the  duties  of  the  members,  who 
should  endeavour  to  meet  punctually ^  and  to  give  their  undivided, 
attention  to  the  business.  At  every  committee-meeting,  the  trea- 
surer presides  to  preserve  order.  When  the  secretary  calls  for  the 
Reports,  the  collectors,  beginning  with  No.  1.,  present  their  books 
(see  Specimen)^  and  pay  over  the  money  to  the  treasurer,  while  the 
secretary  examines  the  additions  in  the  book.  When  all  have  been 
presented,  the  secretary  reports  the  amount  of  each,  and  the  total 
sum  received.  The  treasurer  then  reports  any  payment  made  to 
the  Auxiliary  (or  Branch)  Society  (or  Association)  since  the  last, 
meeting ;  after  which,  any  claims  for  Bibles  and  Testaments  are: 
received,  and  the  stock  in  hand  (if  any)  is  r^orted  by  the 
secretary. 

5th  Rule.— In  School  Associations,  the  collectors  should  be 
approved  by  the  master  (or  mistress)  before  they  are  furnished  with 
books:  and  in  all  juvenile  societies,  they  should  be  selected  with 
caudon.  The  entry  of  every  sum  should  be  made  at  the  time  it  it 
received,  and  the  collecting  book  be  neatly  and  correctly  kept. 

6th  Rule. — In  Sunday  Schools,  and  other  Associations  of  poor 
children,  the  rate  at  which  Bibles  and  Testaments  shall  be  delivered 
may  be  fixed  by  the  committee.  In  many  instances  it  may  be  de* 
tirable  to  deliver  them  when  half  the  cost-price  has  been  paid,  and 
in  some  few  cases  gratuitously  ;  but  this  should  be  done  only  after 
strict  personal  investigation. 

.  7th  Rule.-— The  treasurer  should  receive  an  acknowledgment  for 
all  payments  to  the  Auxiliary  (or  ^raacA)  Society,  and  submit  it  to 
the  next  meeting  of  the  committee :  and  the  secretary  should 
present  the  account  of  any  Bibles  and  Testaments  received. 

8th  Rule. — In  School  Associations,  the  Annual  Meeting  may  be 
advantageously  held  immediately  before  the  vacation.  The  child-^ 
ren  should  be  allowed  to  take  home  their  books,  (whick  should  be 
carefully  preserved  and  returned,)  and  any  papers  relative  to  the 
society ;  by  which  means  an  interest  in  the  object  may  be  mate- 
rially promoted  and  extended. 

.  10th  Rule.— The  "  Extracts  of  Correspondence"  should  circu- 
late among  the  members,  and  be  lent  to  their  friends  and  acquaint- 
ance. Nothing  is  more  likely  to  confirm  their  attachment  to  the 
society,  than  the  perusal  of  these  important  and  interesting  docu- 
menu.  The  number  required  will  depend  on  the  extent  of  the 
AAsociation. 
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CoUectiiig  Book.'— Minute  Book.^>FrooeediBg8  at  a  Committee  Meeting. 


SECTION  ra. 

If  ODB  OF  KEEPmo  THE  ACCOUNTS. 


*•*  ill  all  iha  Specimmi  rtf erred  to  or  contained  m  thit  Section^  ike  eniriee 
im  Jtaliei  are  to  he  considered  at  Mamucrift. 

The  foUowing  Books  are  recommended  for  Juvenile  Bible 
Associations : 


1.   THE  COLLECTINC}  BOOK. 

As  this  bobky  with  which  every  Collector  is  furnished  by 
tfie  Secretary,  is  precisely  similar  to  the  Specimen  No.  2  of 
the  ''Collecting  Book"  used  in  Ladies' Bible  Associations, 
it  is  only  necessary  to  refer  the  reader  to  XDhap.  YIL 
Section  V.,  where  every  requisite  information  will  be  obtained. 

&    MINUTE  BOOK. 

This  is  a  thin  quarto  book^  and  is  kept  by  the  Secretary, 
frhe'names  of  the  Committee  sliould  be  inserted  on  the  first 
page,  with  blanks  opposite  to  each  notifying  their  attendance, 
as  described  in  the  Specimen  of  the  ''  Fair  Minute  Book/^ 
Chap.  II.  Section  y.  The  Rules  of  the  Association  shoidd 
next  be  inserted  i  and  then  the  Minutes  of  every  Committee 
Meeting  in  succession.  The  following  Specimen  of  the 
Minutes  of  a  Committee  Meeting  will  sufficiently  illustrate 
this  part  of  the  subject  :— 

At  the  Sixth  Meeting  of  the  Committee,  held  on  the  13th  of  April  1890 1 

PKCSEITT  : 

Mrs.  if.  B.  in  the  Chair, 
and  thoie  Ladies  who  are  marked  aa  present  in  the  list. 

56.*  The  Minutes  of  the  last  meeting  having  been,  read  and  confirmed, 

the  Treasurer  reported  that  she  had  paid  to  the  Cash  Secretarj  of  the . 

Auxiliary  Society,  since  the  last  meeting,  the  sum  of  8^  10«.,  for  which 
an  acknowledgment  was  now  produced,  and  marked  No.  8  by  the  Secretary. 
Also,  that  the  total  amount  paid  to  the  Auxiliary  Society  since  the  esta^ 
blishmentwas  81/.  15«. 

57.  The  Secretary  reported,  that  she  had  received  from  the  Depositary  of 
the  Auxiliary  Bible  Society,  since  the  last  meeting,  ^wo  Brevier  and  three 
Nonpareil  Bibles,  and  three  Pica  and  two  Pocket  Testaments,  amounting  to 
8/.  be. ;  and  that  the  total  amount  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  received  from 
the  Auxiliary  Society  since  the.  establishment  is  4/.  7<*  10& 

*  If  the  Minutes  be  numbered  progressively  throughout  the  book,  it  will  save 
considerable  time  and  trouble  in  referring  to  any  particular  subject.  The  fini 
Minute  of  the  Seventh  Committee  Meeting  will  thuJ^be  numbered,  **  60." 
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58.    The  Reports  haying  been  called  for  from  the  CollectorB,  the  foUow- 
ing  sums  wexe  paid  in :— * 


%  ^  6 

3.  ^  11 

4.  ...  83 

5.  ...  7 

7.  -.  13 

8.  .«  16 

9.  •.•  11 

10.  ...  9 

11.  ...  81 
18.  ...  10 
13.  ...  14 


which  said  sum  of  BL  1^  Sd.  was  paid  over  to  the  Treasurer. 

59.  The  fallowing  copies  of  the  holy  scriptures  were  delivered :  viz.  To  the 
Collector  No.  4,  a  Nonpareil  Bible,  for  the  supply  of  Mary  Smith,  a  little 
girl  of  ten  years  of  age,  who  has  paid  up  the  cost-price.  This  interesting 
ohiU  had  been  long  very  anxious  for  a  Bible;  but  her  parents,  who  are  honest 
but  extremely  poor  cottagers,  were  unable  to  afford  the  money.  Maiy  often 
brought  the  Cculector  axpence  at  a  time,  and  once  brought  a  shilling.  On 
being  asked  how  sh^  had  obtained  so  much,  it  appeared  that  she  rose  eyery 
morning  by  five  o*clock,  in  order  to  collect  violets  and  ether  early  spring 
flowers,  which  she  made  up  in  bunches  and  sold  in  the  maiket  This  was 
her  own  spontaneous  act,  suggested  by  her  earnest  desire  to  obtain  a  BiUe^ 
whidi  will  be  doubly  valuable  as  the  reward  of  her  early  industry. 

To  the  Collector  No.  7^  a  Pica  Testament  for  the  sapjfiy  of  John  Simpson, 
a  little  orphan  boy,  who  has  paid  up  more  than  hali  the  cost-price.  He 
earned  the  money  by  going  on  errands ;  he  is  supported  by  the  pariah ;  and 
the  Collector  has  vezy  properly  revised  to  take  more  from  him,  as  he  now 
wishes  to  lay  by  all  his  little  savings  to  buy  clothes.  To  the  Collector 
No.  13,  a  Brevier  Testament  for  Jane  Williams,  a  servant  in  the  &mily, 
who  has  been  taught  to  read  by  the  Collector,  and  cheerfully  pays  the  cost- 
price.«-A4Joume£  

3.   treasurer's  BOOK. 

This  book  may  be  of  the  same  size  as  the  Collecting  Book, 
but  ishould  be  ruled  according  to  the  foUowing  Specimen. 
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It  win  be  perceived  that  the  account  is  balanced  quarterly, 
pursuant  to  the  Vllth  Rule.  The  D^  side  occupies  one 
page ;  and  the  C'.  side  that  which  is  opposite. 
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SECTION  IV. 

GENERAL  REMARKS. 

1.  The  preceding  details  a£Pord  sufficient  evidence  of  the 
importance  of  Juvenile  Associations,  as  auxiliary  tathe  British 
and  Foreign  Bible  Society.  But  in  estimating  their  value,  we 
may  take  still  higher  ground,  and  contemplate  their  influence 
on  the  minds  of  the  rising  generation.  If  it  be  desirable  that 
the  benevolent  principle  should  unfold  itself  at  an  early  afle ; 
that  the  practical  tendency  of  Christianity  should  be  im- 
pressed on  the  hearts,  and  illustrated  by  the  conduct,  of  the 
young  ;  and  that  an  attachment  to  the  Sacred  Volume, 
and  a  reverence  of  its  Divine  Author,  should  be  cultivated 
and  encouraged  in  the  bosom  of  infiuicy;  it  requires  but 
little  argument  to  convince  every  unprejudiced  mind,  tibat  the 
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general  establishment  of  these  institutions  would  be  pro* 
auctive  of  incalculable  benefit ;  since  it  is  impossible  to  isM^ 
^e  a  measure  better  calculated  to  produce.and  extend  these 
effects.  Excluding  all  selfish  considerations,  it  is  a  design  of 
pure  and  unmixed  charity  in  its  best  and  widest  range.  Thea 
child  who  sacrifices  some  little  personal  indulgence  in  order 
to  promote  the  circulation  of  the  Bible,  will  be  incited  to  read 
that  Bible  with  increased  diligence,  and  to  ponder  on  its  con-  • 
tents  with  greater  attention.  The  very  sacrifice  will  induce 
an  examination  of  its  object  The  state  of  distant  nations 
will  become  a  subject  of  interest ;  and  the  privileges  and 
blessings  of  our  own  be  more  justly  appreciated.  Nor  is  it 
an  extravagant  hope,  that  a  sense  of  gratitude  to  the  Source 
of  all  Good  may  be  thus  implanted  in  the  youthful  mind, 
—may  ^ 

''  Grow  with  its  growth,  and  strengthen  with  its  strength  C* 
and  produce,  in  future  days,  the  rich  fruit  of  active  piety  and 
heartfelt  peace. 

«  2.  When  Juvenile  Bible  Associations  are  established  in 
towns  or  villages,  they  should  be  frequently  visited  by  one 
or  more  judicious  members  of  the  AuxiUary  or  Branch  Com- 
mittee. When  they  are  instituted  in  schools,  they  should  be 
under  the  superintendence  of  the  heads  of  the  seminary. 
Many  young  persons  are  supplied  with  pocket-money  to  an 
extent  that  frequently  proves  injurious;  but  it  has  been 
found,  that  the  early  habit  of  appropriating  some  portion  of 
it  to  charitable  purposes  has  counteracted  this  effect,  and 
tended  in  no  inconsiderable  degree  to  form  the  future  cha- 
racter on  the  basis  of  Christian  benevolence. 

3.  Example  has  an  immediate  and  powerful  influence  on 
the  young;  and  happy  would  it  be  for  our  country  and  the 
world,  were  it  attractive  pnly  when  exhibited  on  the  side  of 
benevolence  and  virtue !  The  generous  ardour  of  our  British 
youth  in  this  work  of  mercy  excited,  at  an  early  period,  a 
kindred  feeling  among  their  coevals  on  the  Amedcan  con- 
tinent, the  first  manifestations  of  which  are  thus  described  in 
the  Report  of  the  Philadelphia  Bible  Society  for  1813: — 

'^  It  wiU  he  interesting  to  the  Society  to  receive  an  account  of  a  contri- 
bution to  their  funds,  which,  though  it  amounts  to  no  more  than  one  dollar 
and  eighty-four  cents,  (rather  more  than  six  shillings),  merits  special  com- 
mendation.  It  is  the  gift  of  a  little  girl;  and  was  accompanied  by  the 
following  letter  from  a  respectable  merchant  of  this  city  : — ^  The  donor  )sf 
this  small  sum  is  a  dear  little  female,  about  six  yean  old*  She  reads 
.the  8Gripture8  daily,  and  never  omits  morning  and  evening  pnjer% 
Some  time  last  fall,  she  read,  or  heard  read,  an  Address  of  the  Society 
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tmi  the  importance  of  distributing  the  BiUe.  Her  little  heart  seemed 
immediately  impressed  with  the  duty  of  saving  her  cents,  to  buy  Bibles  for 
the  Indians.  Ever  sjpce  that  period  she  has  not  spent  one  fiorthing  of  what 
her  parents  gave  her  9§  her  accustomed  weekly  aUowance.  Her  residence 
18  in  the  country.  During  the  last  week  she  paid  my  ikmily  a  visit,  and 
brought  the  box  with  her  treasure  in  her  hands.  My  chil<hien  took  her 
sevenl  times  to  town ;  and,  in  order  to  try  her,  shewed  her  every  thing 
'the  shops  or  fruit-stalls  afforded,  and  asked  her  repeatedly  whether  she 
'would  not  lay  out  her  money  fbr  some  of  the  articles  which  she  saw.  Her 
answer  was,  uniformly,  that  she  would  like  to  have  many  things  she  saw ; 
but  she  would  not  spend  the  money  that  was  to  buy  Bibln  for  the  Indians. 
I  requested  her  to  take  the  money  home :  she  seemed  affected,  and  thought 
I  did  not  like  the  trouble  of  disposing  of  it*— How  easily  can  Gk>D  touch  the 
heart,  and  multiply  streams  of  liberality  to  replenish  our  ftmds  I  When 
fie  gives  the  woid,  even  children  shall  hasten  with  their  little  offeriQgs  to 
his  idtar;  and,  by  their  jEealf  chide  the  aluggiahness  of  age  in  the  discbaigt 
of  an  important  duty.*' 

After  announcinff  the  receipt  of  one  hundred  dollars  from 
A  society  recently  formed  in  Frinceton  College,  New  Jersey^ 
and  designated  ''  The  Bible  Society  of  Nassau  Hall/'  the 
report  states— 

^  The  manner  in  which  this  last  society  originated  deserves  to  be  relateii 
It  affords  a  pleasing  instance  of  good  educed  out  of  evil,  by  the  superin- 
tending influence  of  a  wise  and  holy  Providence.  The  establishment  of  this 
sodety  was  the  result  of  a  gross  indignity  offered  to  the  Bible,  and  was 
intended  by  the  students  as  an  ezpresrion  oi  their  abhorrence  of  the  crimen 
They  have  associated  with  a  view  to  distribute  the  holy  scriptures  in  the 
American  army  and  navy ;  and  likewise  copies  in  their  original  languages 
to  suitable  persons  unable  to  buy  them.  Of  this  society  most  of  the  students 
la  that  CoUqge  are  members.*' 

In  their  address  to  the  puhlic,  these  nohle-minded  young 
men  ohserve,  "  that  a  desire  to  manifest  their  sense  of  the 
infinite  Talue  of  revealed  truths  and  the  high  esteem  they 
have  for  the  Bihle  which  contains  that  truth,  was  among  the 
causes  which  led  to  the  formation  of  their  society."  Well 
might  the  Committee  of  the  New-York  Bible  Society  remark 
en  this  occurrence, — **  What  an  edifying  example  is  here  ex- 
hibited to  the  rising  generation,  when  they  who  are  to  con- 
stitute the  hope  and  the  ornament  of  theu*  country,  thus 
glorify  the  Giver  of  every  good  and  every  perfect  s\ftP* 
'  At  New  Yorky  and  several  other  parts  of  the  United  States, 
Juvenile  Bible  Associations  have  been  established ;   and  at 

Suebec^  a  similar'institution  has  afforded  considerable  aid  to 
e  Airriliary  Society  of  that  city. 

4.  Nor  is  it  in  the  Western  hemisphere  alone  that  this 

bright  example  has  been  followed.    Even  on  the  shores  of 

the  Black  Sea  and  of  the  Baltic,  and  among  the  mountains  of 

Switzerland,  the  genierous  flame  has  been  kindled. 

^  At  OdeuaT  nys  Br.  FaterBon,   ^^  the  boys  in  the  Lyceum  united 

I  themselvea^  and  collected  ISO  rubles  te  the  Bibls  Society  ia  ti«b 
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place ;  and,  on  delivering  the  contribution,  requested  that  they  might  be 
allowed  to  form  an  Auxiliary  among  themselves,  and  that  some  of  the 
directors  might  have  a  seat  in  the  Committee,  that  thej  might  be  regolaxlj 
acquainted  with  the  proffress  of  a  cause  in  which  they  take  so  deep  an  in- 
terest. Thb  was  permitted ;  and  a  letter  was  ordered  to  be  written,  to 
encourage  them  to  persevere  in  the  good  cause  in  which  they  had  engaged.** 

When  Dr.  Pinkerton  visited  Odessa,  in  December  1819, 
he  attended  a  committee-meeting  of  this  Juvenile  Association ; 
relative  to  which  he  observes, — 

^  I  was  peculiarly  pleased  to  observe  the  order  and  instructive  mamier  in 
which  the  business  was  transacted.  The  Secretary,  a  fine-lookii^  boy  of 
about  nine  years  of  age,  read  the  Minutes  of  their  last  meeting,  and  pr^ 
sented  to  the  Committee  the  papers  which  had  been  received  since  that 
period.  The  Treasurer  then  laid  before  us  the  account  of  their  last  year^ 
subscriptions.  A  petition  on  behalf  of  eight  poor  boys,  schokrs  in  the 
Lyceum,  who  were  unable  to  purchase  Testaments  for  themselves,  was  next 
read,  and'^ranted.  The  Association  consists  of  eightif-four  members,  and  ia 
under  the  special  direction  of  the  archimandrite  Theophilus,  principal  pre* 
oeptor  of  the  Lyceum.*' 

One  of  the  most  interesting  Juvenile  Associations  on  the 
continent  of  Europe  is  that  formed  at  Gothenburgh,  in  Prince 
Oscar's  School  for  Soldiers*  Children.  Its  establishment  was 
the  spontaneous  act'  of  the  children  themselves,  in  conse- 

auence  of  the  deep  impression  produced  in  their  minds  by 
lie  occasional  addresses  of  the  Kev.  Mr.  Rahmn,  one  of  the 
Chaplains  of  the  Royal  Regiment  of  Artillery.  In  his  Report 
he  observes,  that  he  interspersed  his  addresses  with  anecdotes 
of  children  who  loved  their  Bible  better  than  their  play.  The 
children  desired  his  countenance  and  help,  in  order  to  form 
themselves  into  a  Bible  Sodety ;  intending,  under  his  guid- 
ance, to  distribute  Bibles  and  Testaments  CTatis  amons  the 
poor  people.  The  offer  was  received  by  him  with  delight^ 
and  rules  were  drawn  up  for  them  accordingly.  The  Report 
further  states,  that  twenty-eight  children  began  this  good 
work ;  that  it  speedily  increased  to  sixty ;  that  their  mimster, 
Mr.  Rahmn,  is  their  President  and  Treasurer;  and  their 
sub-schoolmaster,  the  Secretary ;  and  that  the  Committee  for 
the  time  being  consists  of  six  boys.  In  further  reference  to 
this  important  Juvenile  Society,  it  has  been  subsequently  re* 
ported,  that  their  funds  employed  for  the  purchase  of  Bibles 
and  Testaments  consisted,  on  the  28th  of  December  181^ 
of  138  rix-doUars,  the  number  of  subscribing  children  one 
hundred  and  six,  and  ninety-eight  adults ;  and  that  in  conse* 
quence  of  the  admission  of  die  latter,  the  Committee  now  con* 
sisted  of  twelve  members,  six  children  and  six  adults. 

From  Zurich,  the  amiable  and  excellent  Mr.  Gesner  thus 
writes : — 

'*  Last  week  I  had  a  great  treat,  at  a  visit  which  I  paid  to  the  girla* 
^bool :  I  addressed  th^children  on  the  Bible  in  general,  and  then  stated 
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wbat  pains  were  taken  tosupplj  the  poor  with  it  In  England,  I  aaid,  even 
little  children,  like  jou,  [the  school  consists  of  children  between  six  and  ten 
years,]  have  contributed  to  this  purpose ;  should  you  like  to  do  the  same  ? 
Joy  brightened  all  their  little  countenances  into  smiles ;  and,  at  the  next 
▼isit,  every  one  brought  me  her  little  boon,  the  whole  of  which  amounted  to 
thirty-five  florins.*  Their  *numb^  was  sixty;  many  of  whom  must  have 
given  their  alL** 

And  the  secretary  of  the  Frankfort  Bible  Society,  in  a  more 
recent  communication,  reports  as  follows  :— 
*  **  Denrous  of  calling  the  attention  of  the  public,  espeeially  that  of  the 
more  respectable  and  opulent,  to  the  concerns  of  the  Bible  Society,  we  deter« 
mined  to  print  an  address,  and  to  distribute  it  from  house  to  housei  No 
sooner  had  this  address  been  published,  than  its  good  efiects  were  viAlsu 
A  copy  found  its  way  into  the  orphan-house,  and  one  of  the  teachers  gave  it 
to  an  orphan  boy  to  read  at  prayer-time  to  the  rest  of  the  children  in  the 
hfllL  Assoonasthey  heard  of  what  had  been  done  for  the  cause  of  the  BiUe 
by  poor  orphan  chil^n  in  London,  they  exclaimed,  with  one  volee,  *"  We 
must  follow  this  example  I*  and  immediately  a  little  Association  was  formed 
of  seventy  bojrs  and  thirty-eight  prU,  which  produced,  from  their  small  sav* 
ings,  of  three  to  six  kreutzm,  a  contribution  of  ei^teen  florins,  and  twelve 
kxeutsers.**! 

While  it  is  delightiiil  to  behold  the  generous  zeal  thus 
manifested  by  the  pupils  of  the  Lyceum  at  Odessa,  the  sol- 
diers' children  of  Sweden,  the  little  tichool-rirls  of  Zurich^ 
and  the  poor  orphans  of  Frankfort,  it  is  peculiarly  gratifying 
to  find  that  the  example  has  extended  to  that  class  of  society 
which  should  ever  lead  the  van  in  the  march  of  Christian 
benevolence.  The  ardour  and  liberality  of  the  youn^  nobility 
of  Russia,  as  described  in  the  following  communication  from 
the  secretary  of  die  Moscow  Bible  Society,  may  well  mcite 
their  British  cotemporaries  in  the  higher  wsiks  of  life  to  similar 
escertion: — 

^  A  nnmber  of  noble  youths  in  Ahteaw  formed  themselves  into  an  Auxt- 
harj  Bible  Association.  Thej  drew  up  a  set  of  r^ulations  for  themselves, 
rigned  them,  and  commenced  rainng  subscriptions  to  promote  the  object  of 
their  Association.  In  a  rerj  short  tune,  these  benevolent  youths  collected 
a  very  oonsidenble  sum  (12000  roubles,  as  their  first  contribution),  which 
ihcy  presented  to  the  Treasurer,  and  prayed  that  it  might  be  put  into  the 
tieasuzy  of  the  Moscow  Bible  Society.** 

In  reviewinff  these  strikin|(  evidences  of  interest  manifested 
1^  the  young  m  the  circulation  of  the  Scriptures,  we  may  well 
resard  them  as  some  pledge,  that  thev  wiU  make  this  sacred 
vmume  the  guide  of  tpeir  youth  ;  and  thus,  through  the  infi- 
nite mercy  of  Him  from  whom  it  proceeds,  find  it  the  support 
of  their  riper  years,  and  their  strong  and  unfailing  consolation 
in  the  approaich  of  death. 


About  four  pounds  sterling.  t  About  two  pounds  sterling. 

V  2 
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^  TKXT  TSAT  OO  DOWV  TO  THE  SEA  XV  SHIPfl,  THAT  DO  BUSIVEas  nr  CRCAT 

watebb:  these  see  the  works  or  the  lord,  axd  bis  wokdcrs  ly 
THE  DEEP."  PMXif  CVII.  S3,  84. 

**  nr  THAT  DAT  8HALI  MESSBiraXRS  00  VOmTB  FROM  HE  nr  SHIPS.** 

SZSX,  XXX.  9. 

PRELIMINART  0BSEEVATI0N8. 

Whoever  attentively  considers  the  peculiar  situation  of 
Ch'eatBritainy  her  extensive  commerce  and  numerous  colonies, 
must  be  convinced  of  the  importance  of  that  part  of  the 

2 stem  on  which  we  are  now  about  to  enter.  According  to 
e  Census  of  1811,  the  number  of  seamen  employed  on 
board  registered  merchant  vessels,  was  at  least  one  hundred 
tiiousand ;  and  if  to  these  we  add  the  crews  of  foreign  ships 
resorting  to  the  ports  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  we  may 
safely  estimate  uie  aggregate  at  one  himdred  and  thirty 
thousand.  The  question  that  naturally  arises  from  this  simple 
statement,  in  reference  to  the  subject  before  us,  is,  Whether 
such  a  numerous  and.interesting  body  of  valuable  men  should 
be  excluded,  as  objects  or  agents,  in  the  mighty,  scheme  of 
benevolence  which  has  attracted  iixe  affections  of  all  dassea 
and  denominations  in  our  country  ? 

This  question    derives  additional  importance    from    the 

Kx:uliar  character  of  seamen.  Open  and  ingenuous  in  their 
sposition,  warm  and  generous  in  their  feelings,  and  too  often 
careless  and  improvident  in  their  habits ;  many  of  them  are 
the  dupes  of  artifices  against  which  they  c^mnot  guard,  or 
the  victims  of  temptations,  with  which  they  have  neither  the 
strength  nor  the  inclination  to  contend*  Generally  speaking, 
no  means  are  provided  for  their  religious  instruction  when  on 
board ;  the  few  books  with  which  they  are  supplied  are  not 
calculated  to  instil  or  to  confirm  correct  principles ;  and  if 
Religion  be  not  contemned,  it  is  too  fiequentiy  treated  as  a 
matter  witii  wliich    they  have  no  concern:  and  yet  it  is  a 
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Origin  of  the  Thames  Union  Committee 


remarkable  fiu^t,  thai  in  no  body  of  individuals  can  you  find' 
more  striking  instances  of  firm  and  decided  piety^  of  gratitude 
for  kindness,  and  of  a  willingness  to  receive  instruction. 
Whatever  be  the  faults  of  a  British  sailor,  he  is  rarelv  a 
hypocrite :  you  see  him  as  he  b;  and  to  secure  hn  attention 
and  respect,  it  is  only  necessary  to  convince  him  that  you  have 
his  interest  at  heart 

Extensive  as  was  this  field,  and  fiivorable  as  is  the  soil,  it  is 
a  matter  of  astonishment,  that  measures  were  not  devised  at  a 
nM>re  early  period  for  brinffing  it  under  cultivation.    This 
appears  the  more  remarkable,  when  we  reflect,  that  an  ad- 
mirable Institution — ^the  Naval  and  Military  Bible  Society^*, 
established  in  the  year  1780 — ^had  been  engaged  for  more 
than  thirty  years  in  supplying  the  seamen  of  our  ships  of  war 
with  the  holy  scriptures,  and  had  received  the  most  unequi-- 
vocal  evidence  of  the  happy  effects  of  their  distribution.     It 
might  naturally  be  supposed,  that,  by  an  easy  extension  of  the 
plan,  the  merchant  service  could  be  included  in  the  naval 
department  of  this  valuable  society ;  but  its  conductors  found 
the  sphere  of  action,  originally  prescribed,  sufficiency  large . 
and  arduous ;  and  until  the  winter  of  1 81 8,  no  means  appear  to  - 
have  been  adopted  for  exciting  a  general  interest  in  mvour  of 
the  object  of  the  Bible  Society,  among  this  numerous  and  im- 
portant class  of  our  fellow  subjects.^ 


sr 


SECTION  L 

ORIOIN  AND  PROGRESS  OF  MARINE  SOCIETIES  AT  8BA-P0RTS. 

1 .  Towards  the  dose  of  the  year  1813,  the  author  had  occa- 
sion to  visit  some  merchant  vessels  lying  in  the  Thames;  and 
the  result  of  his  casual  inquiries  induced  a  beUe^  that  an  un* 
expected  and  deplorable  dearth  of  the  holy  scriptures 
existed  among  the  British  and  Foreign  sailors  resorting  to  the 
port  of  London.  In  order  to  ascertain  the  fact,  eleven  ships 
were  indiscriminately  visited  by  him,  and  only  one  Bible  found, 
and  this  on  board  a  Swedish  vessel  A  sulMequent  and  more- 
extensive  investigation  followed ;  which  led  to  a  conviction. 


•  It  would  be  anjast,  in  connexion  with  this  object,  to  omit  the  name  of  tfa« 
HoDouraUe  LmAy  Oxey,  to  whoso  ardent  piety  and. Indefatigable  teal  many 
thousands  of  our  seamen  are  indebted  for  their  possession  of  the  holy  scriptures. 
A  moiedisUnct  allusion  to  the  eztnordinaryczertioni  of  this  ioMtimabU  Lady - 
wiU  be  found  in  Chapter  VII. 
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tbaty  of  the  ships  that  entered  the  Thames,  not  one  in  twenty 
was  furmshed  with  a  Bible.  In  porsuinff  this  investigatioii, 
more  than  three  hundred  vessek  were  visited ;  and  in  no  in- 
stance whatever  were  the  inquiries  treated  with  disrespect 
The  seamen  appeared,  indeed,  surprised  at  these  unwonted 

auestions;  but  manv  of  them  expremed  their  erateftd  sense  of 
ie  motive  by  which  they  were  prompted,  and  declared  their 
willingness  to  contribute  towards  the  purchase  of  BiUes  and 
Testaments. 

With  the  assistance  of  the  late  Mr.  Ben/amik  Nbale — a 
man  whose  memory  is  endeared  by  numerous  evidences^ of 
ardent  benevolence  and  genuine  pietv-^a  plan  was  prepared, 
and  submitted  to  the  Committee  of  the  Southwark  Auxiliary 
Bible  Society,  by  which  it  was  unanimously  adopted.  Cojnes 
were  subsequendy  transmitted  to  the  Committees  of  the  City 
of  London,  Blackheath,  and  Elast-London  Auxiliary  Societies; 
and  having  received  their  cordial  approbation,  the  first  meet- 
ing of  the  Thames  Union  Bible  Committee  was  held  on 
the  Slst  of  June  1813.  This  society  was  composed  of  the 
secretaries  and  four  representatives  from  each  of  the  above- 
named  Auxiliaries ;  and  a  temporary  fund  was  raised,  by  a 
transfer,  from  the  respective  committees,  of  one  tenth  of  the 
privilege  to  which  they  were  severally  entitled  from  the  Parent 
Institution.  NearW  twenty  depositories  were  established  on 
both  banks  of  the  Thames,  from  London  Bridge  to  Woolwich, 
which  were  supplied  with  Bibles  and  Testaments  in  the  several 
European  languages  hereafter  specified,  for  sale  to  Mariners, 
at  an  agreed  scale  of  prices,  averaging  about  one  half  the  cost- 
prices  At  the  request  of  the  Committee,  an  **  Address  to 
Mariners^'**  explanatory  of  the  object  in  view,  and  intended  to 
direct  their  attention  to  the  sacred  records,  was  prepared  by 
the  author,  and  published  in  English,  Frencn,  Spanish, 
Portuguese,  Grerman,  Dutch,  and  Danish.  A  framed  notice, 
containing  die  words  ''  Bibles  for  Sailors,**  in  each  of  these 
languages,  was  placed  in  a  conspicuous  part  of  every  deposi- 
tory ;  and  the  Committee  secured  a  reeular  channel  of  distri- 
bution for  the  address,  through  the  liberal  assistance  of  a 
gentleman  residing  at  Gravesend,  whose  official  duty  it  is  to 
visit  every  vessel  which  enters  the  port  A  list  of  the  deposi- 
tories was  annexed  to  the  address ;  and  sailors  were  thus  in- 
formed where  they  might  be  promptly  and  cheaply  supplied 
with  the  holy  scriptures. 

In  addition  (o  tnis  general  outline  of  the  plan  of  the  Thames 


This  AddriMc  form  Nol  XI.  of  Um  Appendix. 
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By-Laws  of  the  Tluunes  Union  Bible  Committee. 

Union  Committee,  it  appears  desirable  to  insert  the  Code  of 
By-Laws,  by  wliich  their  proceedings  were  regulated. 

BrJ^iAWB  ^f  iU  Tbaicxb  Uiriov  Bibi,e  Cohmittsr. 

I.  The  Committee  ahall  meet  at  the  Three-Tuna  Tkvem,  Southwaik,  on 
t^  metmd  Thundaj  in  Jannaiy,  Marcfa»  Kay,  July,  September,  and  No. 
▼ember,  at  six  o'clock  in  the  evening  predaeljr ;  and  fire  memberQihaU  be  a 
quorum. 

II.  As  soon  after  six  o'clock  as  a  quorum  is  present,  the  chair  shall  be 
tricen,  and  the  business  commenced. 

III.  The  chair  shall  be  taken  by  the  Treasurer,  or,  in  his  absence,  by  aoch 
member  of  the  Committee  as  those  who  are  present  may  elect. 

IV.  The  order  of  proceeding  shall  be— 

i.  To  read  the  Minutes  of  the  preceding  meeting,  and  to  dispose  of  any 

business  arising  therefrom. 
S.  To  call  for  a  wtUttn  Beport  from  each  District  Committee ;  such! 
Beport  to  be  taken  into  eonsideration,  and  to  be  received  if  approved. 
S»  To  receive  the  Treasurer's  Beport,  and  any  official  communication 
which  the  Secretary  may  (utye  to  make.— After  which,  fresh  proposi* 
tions  shall  be  tsken  into  connderation. 
T.  The  Committee  shall  be  divided  into  the  four  following  District  Com^ 
uittees ;  to  each  of  which  a  Secretary  shall  be  appointed ;  via. 

I.  Southwark,  I  3.  Blackheath, 

%  City  of  London,  {         4*  Gsst  I^ondon  i 

which  shall  severally  consist  of  the  members  deputed  by  these  societies  re* 
spectively. 

VL  £ach  District  Committee  shall  meet  at  least  once  in  two  months,  and 

Iftiepare  a  Beport  to  the  General  Committee ;  which  Beport  shall  specify,^ 

I.  The  stock  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  at  taek  depository  wi^in  the 

district,  and  the  number  sold  since  the  last  Beport,  spedfying  thft 

descriptions  and  amount  received. 

%  Any  interesting  fiicts  or  observatioqs  arising  o\Xt  of  their  inquiries  al 

the  depositories. 
9.  The  names  and  address  of  all  persons  who  have  consented,  to  open 

new  depositories. 
4.  The  amount  of  any  subscriptions  received  for  the  purposes  of  this 
Committee,  with  the  names  and  address  of  the  contributors. 
VII.  Each  District  Committee  shall  take  charge  o^  and  superintend,  the 
depontories  situated  within  the  bounds  of  that  Auxiliary  Society  which  thejr 
Bptesent. 

Till.  £ach  District  Committee  shall  frequently  visit  the  several  de« 
positories  under  their  care,  to  inspect  the  state  of  the  books ;  and,  should  any 
case  appear  to  require  it,  they  shall  visit  those  mariners  who  have  been  sup- 
plied with  the  holy  scriptures,  and  report  the  result 

IX.  Esch  District  Committee  shall  have  the  power  of  giviog  orders  en 
the  Secretary  for  such  Bibles  and  Testsments  as  may  be  required  by  the 
depositories;  and  they  shall  amnge  the  proportion  and  the  mode  of  fralntfrsiif 
distribution. 
.  X.  No  mew  business  shall  be  taken  into  consideration  after  eight  oVdosk 

The  numerous  applications  at  the  depositones  speedily 
iad  amply  confirmea  the  melancholy  estimate  which  onginally 
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Beneficial  effects  of  this  establishment. 

I  ■     \ 

prompted  the  fonnatioii  of  this  establishment;  while  they 
convinced  the  Committee^  that  the  funds  placed  at  their  di»^ 
posal  were  utterly  inadequate  to  the  increasing  demand.  The 
mabihty  of  foreign  seamen  to  purchase  copies  of  the  holy 
scriptures,  even  at  the  very  reduced  scale  of  prices  adopted 
by  me  Committee,  was  evident  at  an  early  pericNl,  particularW' 
aijsong  the  crews  of  Spanish,  Portuguese,  Italian,  and  Greek 
ships;  and  it  therefore  became  necessary  to  arrange  some 
mode,  by  which  the  requisite  supply  of  Bibles  and  Testaments 
torgratuiious  distribution  might  be  obtamed,  without  encroadw 
ing  on  die  annual  income  of  the  four  Auxiliuy  Sodetiea- 
beyond  the  amount  of  their  original  agreement  Tne  Thames 
Union  Bible  Committee  naturaSiy  looked  with  filial  confidence 
tq  the  Parent  Institution ;  and  a  liberal  grant  of  Testaments 
in  foreign  languages  was  immediately  made  by  the  British 
and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  for  the  gratuitous  supply  of  those 
destitute  strangers.  That  they  were  most  grateniily  received 
and  duly  appreciated,  die  following  anecdote  from  the  Records 
of  the  Society  will  testify  :— 

**  The  crew  of  a  laige  Portuguese  ship,  eonsistiiig  of  netxly  fiffy  pemB» 
of  the  Romish  persuasion,  had  applied  for,  and  beeu  supplied  with,  Testa- 
ments from  one  of  the  depositories  x  the  ^ip  proceeded  to  the  Braails ;  but 
at  her  return  to  Enghmd  wss  totally  wrecKed  near  Portland,  the  crew 
escaping  with  great  difficulty.  Thej  proceeded  to  London ;  and,  shortly  after 
their  artival,  went,  aeeom^ptrnwd  hp  iknr  Ckapiam^  to  the  gentleman  who 
kept  the  depository,  to  whom  they  told  their  melancholy  tale ;  adding,  thair 
though  they  had  lost  every  thing,  even  their  clothes,  they  rqpnetted  most 
the  loss  of  their  Testaments,  and  earnest^  entreating  a  fineah  supply;  whkb 
was,  of  course,  cheerfUlly  granted.** 

The  following  instance  will  prove  that  the  influence  of  die 
sacred  volume  on  the  minds  of  British  seamen  b  not  less 
evident  nor  less  powerful  :— 

^  A  pilot,  reading  in  Southwark,  called  on  one  of  the  Committee  fiir  ths 
purpose  of  purchasing  a  Bible.  After  he  had  obtained  the  wished-for  object, 
he  stated,  that  within  the  Ust  few  days  he  had  witnessed  two  remarkable 
instances  of  the  good  effects  of  reading  the  holy  scriptures.  He  had  beea 
engaged  to  conduct  two  vessels,  successively,  to  the  Downs;  and  being  struck 
with  the  astonishinji;  quietude  and  good  oider  on  board,  he  was  anxious  to 
know  the  cause :  this  he  speedily  dimvered  to  be  the  same  on  board  both, 
ships  t  the  moming*s  toil  commenced,  and  the  evening's  labour  concluded, 
by  the  respective  captains  reading  a  portion  of  Scripture  to  the  assembled 
erew,  accompanied  with  prayer  to  the  Almighty  Father  finr  his  blessing  and 
watchfblcaxe  over  them.  From  the  Docks  to  the  Downs  he  declared  he  did 
not  hear  a  single  oath  nor  pro&ne  expression ;  and  before  he  resigned  hia 
charge,  he  could  not  help  acknowledging  to  the  respective  masters,  that  i» 
no  instance  whatever  had  he  beheld  the  duties  of  a  sea-iuriiiip  life  so  well  and 
ikithfully  peifenned.- 

These  and  many  sunilar    instances  of  beneficial  efiectt 
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Tjne  Union  Bible  Committee.— libenditj  of  the  Cambridge  Auxiliary. 

cheered  and  animated  the  Committee,  Nor  were  they  with- 
out sumie  ffratifying  proofs  that  the  example  of  London 
stimulated  uie  out-ports  to  similar  exertion.  In  the  year  1814v 
the  Committees  of  the  Newcastle  and  North-Shields  Bible 
Societies  adopted  the  plan;  and  theTYNE  Union  Committer 
was  formed  and  organized  on  the  model  of  that  in  the  me^ 
tropolis.  An  "  Address  to  Ship  Owners'*  was  drawn  up»  and 
liberally  circulated ;  wherein  it  was  stated,  that  a  partial  survey 
of  the  ships  entering  the  River  Tyne  had  tended  to  corro* 
borate  the  melancholy  fact,  that  not  more  than  one  in  twenty 
was  furnished  with  a  Bible.  About  the  same  period  this 
important  subject  was  brought  under  the  consideration  of  the. 
Committees  in  other  8ea-}>orts  of  England  and  Scotland ;  and 
it  was  evident  that  a  growing  interest  was  felt,  which  would, 
ultimately  manifest  itseu  in  the  general  adoption  of  the  system^ 
with  such  improvements  as  observation  and  experience  might' 
auffgest 

It  win  be  recollected,  that  the  Thames  Union  Committee 
was  composed  of  the  secretaries  and  four  members  of  the 
respective  Auxiliary  Societies  which  surround  the  port  of 
liondon ;  and  it  will  be  readily  believed,  that  the  individuals 
selected  for  this  interesting  duty  were  not  the  least  active  and, 
ef&cient  conductors  of  those  societies.  The  time  and  attentioa 
which  these  gentlemen  could  devote  to  this  extraordinary 
engagement  were  consequently  limited ;  and,  in  proportion 
to  the  extending  claims,  a  conviction  was  gradually  acquired,' 
that  some  alteration  in  the  constitution  of  the  society  was  in- 
dispensably necessary.  This  persuasion  was  strengthened  by 
their  inabiHty  to  provide  for  that  personal  and  systematic  in* 
▼estigation  which  is  essential  to  success ;  and  by  the  inade- 
quacy of  the  funds  placed  at  their  disposal,  to  meet  the 
exigendea  of  the  case.  In  reference  to  mis  latter  subject  it 
slkHild  be  observed,  that  a  circular  letter  had  been  addressed 
to  the  Auxiliary  Societies  in  the  southern  and  midland 
counties  of  England,  explaining  the  nature  of  the  institution, 
and  soliciting  assistance.  This  appeal  was  promptly  recog- 
nised by  several  Committees,  and  by  none  more  liberally  than 
that  of  the  Cambridge  Auxiliary.  From  the  generous  aid 
extended  by  the  Parent  Institution,  it  might  appear  that  this 
wail  the  source  to  which  the  Managers  of  the  Thames  Union 
Committee  would  have  looked  with  confidence ;  but  they  felt 
that  they  had  no  right  to  encroach  further  on  the  general 
fimds,  before  an  appeal  was  made  to  that  numerous  and 
opulent  body  of  individuals,  the  ship-owners  of  London,  whose 
interests  and  duty  were  equally  concerned  in  the  object 
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These  and  rimilar  conaderatioiis  occupied  Ae  Commttee 
fer  seyeral  months ;  and  towards  the  close  of  the  year  1817, 
k  was  detennmed  to  adopt  measures  for  establisfaing  a 
general  and  independent  society,  on  a  scale  sufficiently  exteiK 
sive  to  meet  the  pressing  exigencies  of  the  case.  The  prac- 
ticability of  the  design  had  been  fully  demonstrated,  and  its 
beneficial  tendency  and  effects  had  been  decidedly  mani- 
Ibsted ;  the  Committee  had  therefore  the  strongest  ground 
of  experience  and  obserration  on  which  to  rest  their  daim.^ 
They  felt  that  the  object  had  become  too  important  to  con- 
tinue merely  as  an  appendage  to  other  institutions ;  and 

^  the^  resolved  to  call  together  Mmie  known  firiends  of  their  undertakh^ 
with  a  view  to  ky  before  them  the  destitute  conditioo  of  the  objects 
of  their  benerolence,  and  to  obtain  their  counsel  as  to  the  best  n 
more  fffrrtually  discharging  the  obligations  of  the  community 
thsniy— of  paying  its  debt  of  gratitude  and  justice  to  these  i 
instruments  of  its  commercial  greatness.**  Alter  msny  meetings,  a 
anxious  deUberatian,  it  was  the  ofnnion  of  the  gentlemen  who  were  thus 
convened,  that  measures  should  ibrUiwith  be  tsken  to  establish  in  Lomkni 
an  Auziliaiy  Bible  Society,  lor  the  supply  of  British  merchant  ships  with 
the  holy  scriptuies ;— and  that  this  society,  while  more  immediately  oecu- 
piedinsupplying  the  wants  of  the  seamen  belonging  to  the  port  of  f  rfindon, 
should  also  endeavour  to  procure  the  formation  of  similar  institutions  in 
every  out-port  of  the  empire.***  How  fiur  this  design  has  been  realised, 
wiU  appear  in  the  sequeL 

*     ^    ■    ■  ■■ 

To  preserve  the  narrative  unbroken,  the  progress  of  the 
**  Thames  Union  Committee**  has  been  traced  to  tiie  period 
of  its  dissolution,  in  consequ^snce  of  the  establishment  oi  the 
Merchant-Seamen*s  Society.  But  before  we  enter  cm  the 
consideration  o^  the  latter,  our  attention  is  claimed,  in  order 
of  time,  by  other  kindred  and  important  institutions. 

It  is  very  desirsble,  in  order  to  avoid  confiisioD,  that  the  de- 
mgnation  of  «<  Marine  Bible  Association"  should  be  eonfioed 
exclusively  to  those  formed  on  board  ships ;  and  that  the  term 
**  Society*'  should  distinguish  those  established  on  shore  for  the 
supply  of  seamen.  With  this  little  exception,  the  institution  which 
next  demands  our  consideration  merits  unqualified  praise;  and 
only  requires  to  be  more  generally  known,  in  order  to  incite  to 
similar  exertion  throughout  the  sea-ports  of  the  kingdom. 


2,  The  Whitby  Marine  Bible  Association  was  instituted  kk 
the  beginning  of  the  year  1816.  The  Comnuttee  attribute 
much  of  the  success  which  has  attended  their  proceedings  to 


•  Addrew  of  the  Committee  of  the  McRbant-Scamen's  AuxUiaiy  BibU 
Societjr ;  irfmdoo.  1818. 
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Ae  generoas  co-operadon  of  the  Whitby  Auxiliary  Bible 
Socsety,  and  the  liberality  of  Captain  Scoresby,  of  the  Mors, 
Greenland  ship,  who  presented  a  munificent  donation  of 
fifty  guineas  in  aid  of  the  fimds  of  the  in&nt  establishment — 
The  following  are  the 
Laws  and  Reoulatiovs  of  the  Whitbt  Majuvx  Bible  Abbociatioit. 

I.  This  society  shall  be  designated  ^^  The  Whitby  Marine  Bible  Asso- 
dation,  for  promoting  the  circulation  of  the  Scriptures  among  the  seamen 
belodging  to  this  town  or  visitants  to  this  port,  and  for  employing  them  as 
acmts  to  convey  this  sacred  treasure  to  those  parts  of  the  world  whidi 
they  may  visit** — in  the  fulfilment  of  these  objects,  co-operating,  throu|^ 
means  of  the  Whitby  Auxiliary  Society,  with  the  British  and  Foreign  BiUe 
Sodetj. 

IL  Every  subscriber  of  one  penny  per  week  or  upwards  shall  be  a 
member  of  this  sodety. 

III.  The  business  of  the  institution  thaU  be  conducted  by  a  presidentt 
(who  shidl  also  be  treasurer,)  two  secretaries,  and  a  committee  of  twelve 
members,  any  five  of  whom  shall  be  competent  to  act. 

IV.  The  members  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whitby  Auxiliaiy  BiUe 
Sodety  shall  have  the  privi^ge  of  attending  and  voting  at  the  committee  > 
meetings  of  this  association. 

V.  The  Committee  shall  meet»  once  ewery  month,  on  some  day  and  place 
to  be  fixed  on  by  themselves. 

YL  It  shall  be  a  particular  part  of  the  business  of  the  Committee,  dther 
themselves  or  by  means  of  agents,  to  visit  the  ships  in  this  harbour,  whether 
they  belong  to  this  or  any  other  port,  with  a  view  to  their  being  supplied 
with  Bibles,  and  to  promote,  when  it  is  practicable,  the*  establishment  of 
Associations  on  board  the  vessels. 

YII.  All  members  of  Assodations  on  board  of  ships  belonging  to  this  port 
shall  be  considered  as  members  of  this  Association  ;  and  aU  presidents  and 
other  office-bearen  of  such  Associations  shaU  be  entitled  to  attend  and  vote 
at  the  meetings  of  the  Committee. 

.  Till.  Such  part  of  the  funds  of  this  Association  as  may  not  be  required 
for  its  own  immediate  objects,  if  any,  shall  be  annually  given  to  the  Whitby' 
Auxiliaiy  Bible  Sodety,  with  a  view  to  aid  the  funds  of  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  3odety. 

IX.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Association  shall  be  held  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  February,  in  each  year,  when  a  Committee  shall  be  chosen,  the 
accounts  presented,  and  the  proceedings  of  the  foregoing  year  reported. 

The  mode  of  diitribution  originally  adopted  by  the  Committee 
wa8,  to  tend  on  board  every  ship  requiring  a  supply,  a  few  copies 
ibr  the  use  of  the  crew,  and  a  more  considerable  number  for  sale, 
under  the  care  of  the  captain ;  to  whom  a  paper  containmg  pnnted 
directions,  and  a  form  for  returns,  was  adfdressed,— i^pecimens  of 
which  are  subjoined.     But  owing  to  the  protracted  returns  which 
Ibey  received,  they  have  found  it  expedient  to  restrict  their  issues, 
by  confining  them  to  these  captains,  and  others,  who  purchase- 
copies  for  sale  and  distribution ;  except  in  reference  to  the  Oreen- 
land  ships.     With  regard  to  these,  the  Committee  still  adhere  to 
thetr  former  practice,  and  entrust  their  captains,  as  betore,  with 
Bibles  and  Testamente  for  sale;  their  usuallj  quick  return  not 
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Mode  of  distributioiK— Directions  to  Captains  of  Ships. 

occtsioniDg  the  iame  difficulties  as  with  vesseb  bound  oo  other 
foreign  voyages.  This  plan  is  extremely  simple ;  and  in  those 
cases  where  the  ships  belong  to  the  port  at  which  the  society  ia 
formed,  it  is  well  calculated  to  effect  the  object.  For  every  pared 
of  Bibles  and  Testaments  sent  on  board,  the  captain  siens  a  printed 
receipt,  of  which  the  following  is  a  Specimen ;-— the  words  in 
italics  being  inserted  by  die  Secretary. 


**  Na  117,  Whitby,  nth  Jh^wi^  1819. 

RBCKTTSn  of  lbs  Commiltse  of  the  Whitby  Marine  Bible  Assoda- 
tion,  fi>r  sale  among  the  Crew  of  the  Ship  Hemy^  or  othere,  7W/m  Minion 
and  Eight  Nonpareil  Bibles  i  together  with  7\penip  Bzevier  Kngliwh,  and 
Wm  Foseign  Testsmenlfc 

J9kH  rkmum^  Bfastw.* 


A  paper,  of  wluch  the  following  is  a  copy,  is  at  the  i 
time  given  to  the  captain: — 

Direct  lOKs  to  the  Captaiks  of  Sbips, 

fir  iht  DitMlhUmm  of  Ike  Bikies  tmd  Ttatammii  eommUttd  f  iktkr  Ckargt 

hif  ike  Ctmmittee  «f  the  Whitbt  Ma&ime  Bibls  Associatiov. 

I.  The  captain  is  desired  to  dispose  of  the  Bibles  and  Testaments  amosff 
his  crew,  at  the  following  prices  :*  via. 

«.  d. 
Miaiott  or  larger  Bible 4.9 

Nonpareil,  or  smaller  ditto 1.0 

Foreign  Testaments  (if  any)    •  •  •  .  8 . 0 
£n^ish  Testaments 1.0 

8.  Provided  the  captain  finds  he  has  more  Bibles  and  Testaments  cod* 
mitted  to  his  care  than  are  requisite  for  the  use  of  his  own  crew,  he  shall 
be  at  liberty  to  dispose  of  the  surplus,  at  the  above  prices,  to  the  captain  or 
crew  of  any  ship  with  which  he  may  meet  who  are  in  want  of  Bibles. 

3.  The  Foreign  Testsments  (if  any)  may  be  disposed  of  to  any  perMn 
Bfi(|uainted  with  the  language,  at  2f.  each,  or  as  near  that  price  as  can  be 
obtained* 

4.  If  any  of  the  Bibles  or  Testaments  remain  unsold  after  the  termina- 
tion  of  the  voyage,  the  captain  is  desired  to  retnm  them  to  the  depository 
aft  Messrs.  Clark  and.Medd's,  or  to  either  of  the  secretaries  of  the  Asso^ 
dsdion ;  together  with  an  account  of  the  money  he  may  have  leedved  ia 
retum  fiir  the  Bibles  sold. 

'  S.  It  is  recommended  to  the  captain  to  establish,  where  it  is  practicable, 
an  Association  on  board  of  his  ship,  agreeable  to  the  plan  suggested  in  the 
circular  ^'  Address  to  Owners,  Commanders,  and  Mariners.**  f 


\\y  suggest  die  advantage  of  inserting  tfie  oos^ 
attthorii^  to  the  rc^ective  csptaios  to  sell,  if 


SECT.  I.] 


ORIGIN  OF  MARINE  SOCIETIES* 


m 


Fonn  of  a  Captain's  Accouat  of  Sales,  &c. 

On  the  eoirespondinff  half  sheet  of  this  paper  (which  is  of 
octavo  sixe)  the  fonn  of  the  Return  is  ruled,  according  to  the 
following  

SPECIMEN. 

Account  of  Bibles  and  Testaments. 


Date. 


1819. 


FnmtkeWMOf'i 
Marim  B>Mr> 


&XCE1VBD. 


12 


8  90 


10 


Amonnt 
at  Cost 
Prices. 


9.  6.10 


Date. 


1819 
7. 


Oct.  9. 


DBLlYERfiD. 


John  ifmiikwom 

SJdp  Dublin., 

JammLewU». 

Samuel  Lee,,, 

Skip  Carhtta, 

On 


T. 


SoldlML 


£^9.  A 

-.  4.» 
1.  «.— 

i—  S— 
-.  1.— 
—.10.— 


13|  5 

ujrsjpolio 


9.  7.  0 


Hehtrnedike  above  y  and  paid^  78,%Liotkm  Secretary  of  the  WUAff 
Marino  Bible  AMOociaiiom 

J.  Thmmtom. 


During  the  four  years,  ending  February  1820,  tfiis  So- 
ciety has  distributed  824  Bibles  and  Testaments ;  and  col- 
lected 2371.  14tf.  4Ji,  of  which  the  sum  of  VIL  Is.  has  been 
¥Oti^  to  the  Auxiliary  for  the  General  Object  of  the  Parent 
lastitution. 

In  their  Annual  Report  for  1819,  the  Committee  state^ 
^at— 

"•lawincwaseoftubscribctB  has  been  obtained  i  so  that  Ae  amount  of 
annual  subscriptions,  exclusive  of  donations,  exceeds  that  rf  any  Wer 
ymx.  Of  the  donations  lecdved  this  year,  aeveral  were  coUected  by  Cap^, 
Potter,  among  his  friends  at  or  near  Stokealey ;  andonedojataonof  agninea^ 
communicate  by  Capt.  Scoresby,  was  contributed  by  fourteen  ShetUnd 
seamen,  belonging  to  the  Fame:  which  instance  of  Uberality  yoi^  Coxn. 
mittee  think  proper  to  notice,  not   only  as  a  stimulus  to  others,  but  aa  a 

g easing  indicationof  the  growing  interest  which  seamen  feel  m  the  caua^  of 
«  Bible." 

The  followmg  extract  from  the  same  Report  fornix  „ 
appropriate  conclusion  to  this  sketcli  of  the  constitution  ,r\ 
proceedings  of  this  interesting  society  :Ae  language  ^  ™ 
teinly  strong;  but  itisamelancholy  fact  that  It  la  too  getS  ^^ 
apphcable : — 


'8e«»«^r 
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**  Onr  niUm  have  been  complained  of  by  fineignera,  aa  ezhibilil^f  ■ 
.  most  lamentable  specimen  of  the  Britiah  character :  and  no  wonder ;  far  they 
have  been  left  too  long,  to  wander  in  the  darkness  of  ignorance,  to  riot  in  tlie 
excesses  of  vice,  and  to  sport  with  their  immortal  interests  on  the  Terj  btivk 
of  an  eternal  world.  If  merchants  have  had  cause  to  complain  of  the  pfo» 
fligacy  of  seamen,  sureljr  thejr  themselves  are  to  blame  t  there  is  a  Book  that 
would  have  taught  them,  but  that  Book  has  never  been  given :  they  hare 
denied  them  the  means  of  instruction,  then  complained  of  their  ignorance  t 
they  have  kept  the  li^t  of  Heaven  fnm  their  minds,  then  wondered  at  their 
auperstitton  :  thej  have  condemned  their  profligacj,  jet  never  warned  them 
of  the  great  evil  of  sin,  or  pointed  out  the  dreadfbl  consequences  of  their 
crimes.  Sureljr  the  language  of  the  sacred  moralist  is  of  extensive,  jea  of 
universal  application,  *"  iVithhoUi  Ml  gwtd  from  tkem  to  whom  it  ti  cfae,  vihm 
ii  io  in  ihe  yower  of  thine  hand  to  do  it  {'  for,  ^  to  Aim  thai  hnrnvetk  t9  do 
good,  and  doeth  it  noty  to  him  it  to  nm.*  '*  * 

S.  A  Marine  Bible  Association^  on  the  plan  of  that  at 
Whitby  was  established  at  Hull,  in  February  1817.  The 
pnidencei  animation,  and  perseverance  that  have  characterised 
diis  society,  and  the  success  which  has  attended  their  judi- 
cious measures,  entitle  it  to  particular  commendation.  Pre- 
viously to  its  formation,  the  plan  was  laid  before  the  principal 
Ship  Owners,  and  communicated  to  a  number  of  respectable 
'  Masters  of  Vessels ;  and,  as  it  met  with  their  approbation 
and  concurrence,  no  time  was  lost  in  carrying  the  aesign  into 
execution.  The  General  Meeting  was  attended  by  700  or 
800  seafaring  men,  who  conducted  themseives  with  the 
greatest  propriety,  and  listened  with  the  most  evident  interest 
and  feeling  to  the  addresses  which  were  made  to  them. 
Several  Owners  immediately  subscribed  on  behalf  of  their 
respective  ships,  as  did  a  considerable  number  of  Masters, 
who  likewise  undertook  to  superintend  the  affiurs  of  the 
society  on  board  their  vessels. 

Within  six  months  after  the  establishment  of  this  Association, 
1133  Bibles  and  Testaments  were  consigned  to  vario.us  caplains 
for  sale :  and  the  first  Master  from  whom  intelligence  was  received 
on  the  subject,  reported,  that  he  had  disposed  of  his  whole  stock 
previously  to  his  reaching  the  Orkney  Islands,  and  within  seven 
days  of  his  leaving  Hull ;  and  that  he  was  unable  to  afford  to  many 
of  his  crew  the  supply  they  desired. 

In  their  first  Annual  Report,  the  Committee  state— 

••  In  the  course  of  the  year,  720  Bibles,  «07  Testaments,  or,  in  the  whole, 
nearly  one  thousand  copies  of  the  sacred  writings,  have  been  furnished  to 
different  vessels  from  the  stock  of  this  Association,  and  toid  to  the  seamen. 
It  is  needless,  after  this  statement,  to  say  that  the  Masters  have  been  fimnd 


*  This  AssociaUon  has  supplied  many  Fishermen  on  the  coast  with  BSiIm 
andTestameots,  by  salt  and  gratuitously  i  an  example  worthy  of  general 
iniCatiooa 
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Prooeedings  and  xcsolto  of  the  Hull  AsMtdatioti. 

mttemAy  mdj  to  promote  the  ol||eeta.of  this  institatum  s  but  it  is  gnti- 
fyiog  to  add,  from  the  report  of  the  Maaten,  that  the  leamen  were  geo^ 
nllj  well  dispoaed  to  avail  tbemselvea  of  the  opportunity  of  procuring 
'copies  of  the  Scriptures,  and  that  in  many  instances  they  were  observe<^ 
both  singly  and  in  groQpes,  making  a  proper  use  of  them,  at  times  of  leisurSb 
Severd  Masters  of  flshmg-ships  state,  that  they  could  have  dispoaed  of  more 
copies  than  they  took  out ;  and  one  of  them,  who,  owing  to  particular  cir- 
cumstaaoes,  had  on  board  the  stock  designed  for  the  unfortunate  sUp 
•*  London,*  *  sold  the  whole  of  them^  as  wSk  as  his  own  stock.  It  is  to  be 
observed,  however,  that  as  it  was  thou^^t  necessary  to  sell  the  books  to  the 
men  at  the  reduced  prietg  of  the  BiUe  Society,  (which  are  much  below  the 
ciMi-jprtce«,)  a  loss  of  nearly  QOL  has  been  sustained  upon  the  books  thus  di»- 
posed  ot  To  counterbalance  this  loss,  as  well  as  to  defray  incidental  e]> 
penses,  and  thus  to  prevent  the  Association's  becoming  a  burden,  instead  of 
an  aid,  to  the  Parent  Society,  two  measures  have  been  resorted  to.  One  Is, 
that  of  soliciting  subscriptions  from  the  owners  of  the  ships  i— and  the 
Committee  are  happy  to  state,  that  subscriptions  of  one  guinea  each  have 
been  put  down  for  forty-three  fishing  ships,  and  of  half-a-guinea  each  for 
twenty-eix  merchant  vesseb ;  and  further  subscriptions,  they  hope,  will  be 
obtained.  The  other  measure,  which  is  to  be  considered  as  a  primary  object 
in  view,  is  the  formation  of  Minor  or  Branch  Associations  on  board  the 
■everal  vessels,  under  the  superintendence  of  the  Masteiv,  for  the  reception 
of  free  subscriptions,  of  one  penny  a-wedc  each,  from  such  of  the  seamen 
aa,  being  themselves  furnished  with  Bibles,  may  be  willing  to  contribute  that 
sum  during  their  respective  voyages,  for  the  pious  and  benevolent  ol^ect  of 
putting  the  sacred  scriptures  into  the  hands  of  those  who  may  not  otherwise 
have  the  means  of  obtaining  them.  This  measure  has  hitherto  been  carried 
into  e£fect  on  board  only  three  veneU :  but  the  Committee  trust  that  the 
senenl  establishment  of  such  Branch  Associations  will  furnish  a  leading 
ftature  in  the  next  year'a  Report.** 

The  hope  thus  expressed  has  been  in  a  good  deme 
Tealised.  At  their  second  Annual  Meeting  in  February  1819^ 
die  Committee  were  enabled  to  state^- 

I.  That  Bible  Associations   had    been  established  on  board 
iitae  ships,  which  had  produced  the  sum  of  15/.  135. 4tf/. 

IL  That  the  total  number  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  supplied 
to  different  vessels  was  1581,  the  whole  of  which  had  been 
sold  to  the  crews,  with  the  exception  of  fifty  copies  lost 
on  board  the  ships  Three  Brothers  and  Manique. 

III.  That  the  cost-price  of  these  1581  copies  was  SS6/.  175.  lOd^i 

and  that  this  amount  had  not  only  been  discharged^  b^ 
means  of  the  produce  of  the  sales,  and  of  free  contri- 
butions and  associations  on  board  ships,  but  that  a  balanee 
of  27/.  5s,  Id.  had  been  presented  to  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Hull  Auxi]iar}r  Society,  for  the  general  object  of  the 
Parent  Institution* — And, 

IV.  That  the  amount  of  incidental  expenses  was  only  4/.  125.  U. 
*  The  London  periibed,  wiUi  all  bandi,  in  a  storm  anioDg  mounUuna  of  ice. 
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.  At  this  Annual  Meeting,  the  following  iitiportant  Rfido- 
•LiTTioNS  were  unammously  adopted : — 

1.  That  it  be  partieularlj  xeconmieiided  td  the  Committee  for  the  ensuing 
year,  .to  wait  upon  such  Ship  Ownera  as  have  not  subscribed  for  their 
jespective  vessds,  to  solicit  their  subscriptions ;  and.  to  endeavour  to  eatend 
the  benefits  of  the  institution  to  the  vesBeLs  employed  in  the  Genend  Mer- 
chant Service,  as  well  as  to  all  the  ships  engaged  in  the  Whale  Fisheries. 

S.  That  the  Masters  of  vessels  be  particular! j  requested  to  form,  and 
tmdertake  the  management  of  Associations  on  boiurd  their  respective  ahips^ 
according  to  the  simple  plan  pointed  out  to  them  bj  the  Bible  Sodet j. 

3.  That  Mr.  Curtis  Bailey,  Mr.  John  Collender,  Mr.  '^JTiUiam  Priest, 
ind  Mr.  Christopher  Reed,  having  kindly  offered  their  services^  be  requested, 
with  the  aid  of  such  other  gentlemen  as  they  can  associate  with  them,  to 
visit  all  vessels  about  to  leave  the  port,  t«  see  that,  if  possible,  none  may 
sail  without  at  least  one  copy  of  the  Scriptures  on  board;  and  to  induce  each 
tailor,  where  it  may  be  practicable,  to  furnish  himself  with  a  copy. 

It  appears  by  the  Annual  Report  of  this  Association  for 
18S0,  that  the  totals  number  of  copies  of  the  holy  scriptures 
distributed  within  three  years  was  2047 ;  and  that  after  pay- 
ing the  full  cost-price  of  the  whole  number,  they  had  been 
enabled  to  appropriate  45^  I8s.  5d.  as  a  free  contribution  to 
die  funds  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society.  The 
Committee  conclude  their  Report  by  observing, 

^  That  they  have  ample  reaswi  to  be  assured  that  the  institution  had 
been  productive  of  good.  Through  its  means  more  than  two  thousand  copies 
of  the  Scriptures  have  been  put  into  the  hands  of  our  seameiL  They  have 
jmrekoMed  them ;  and  in  veiy  many  instances,  there  is  reason  to  believe, 
make  s  good  use  of  them.  Nor  are  the  opportunities  of  usefulness  ex- 
hausted ;  they  may  easily  be  increased  and  extended :  as  it  is  hoped  will 
appear,  when  measures,  already  resolved  upon,  shall  be  more  completely 
carried  into  execution.*' 

4w  A  similar  institution  was  established  at  Aberdeen  in  Fe» 
bruary  1818;  of  the  success  of  which  the  following  extracts 
exhibit  a  gratifying  evidence.  In  their  first  Report,  pre- 
sented only  eight  months  after  the  formation  of  the  Society, 
it  is  stated,  that 

*^  the  Committee  have  purchased  at  the  depository  of  the  AuxiHazy 
Society  SI 6  Bibles  and  60  Testaments,  which  have  been  partiy  sold  to 
mariners  on  board  Greenland  and  trading  vessels,  at  the  standaid  reduced 
prices ;  and  partly  entrusted  to  ship-masters,  to  be  sold  in  like  manner  to 
thdr  respective  crews.  The  amount  of  subscriptions  and  sales  received  by 
the  Tretfurer  is  upwards  of  951. ;  which,  after  deducting  the  sum  paid  ftir 
Bibles,  leaves  a  balance  of  30l.-»which  sum  has  been  remitted,  in  terms  of  thfr 
Begulations,  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Aberdeen  Auxiliary  Society.** 

In  a  letter  recently  received  firom  one  of  the  secretaries  of 
this  Association,  he  observes : — 

^  We  have  already  circulated  upwards  of  900  copies  of  the  holy  acrip- 
ture&    We  entrust  to  the  respective  captains  such  a  number  as  we  think . 
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tlwy  maj  dispoee  of  during  their  vojage,  varjing^m  aiz  to  twenty-fiwr  to 
each  captain.  In  general  they  are  disposed  of;  and  many  captaina  report 
that  they  could  hare  sold  thrice  the  number : — tkU  wat  the  ease  miih  all  tk§ 
Oreemktnd  eapiahu  laai.  ftar.  Associations  are  frequently  formed  on  board 
during  the  voyage,  and  from  three  to  six  pounds  collected  in  aid  of  the 
institution.  Bibles  are  offered  to  every  vessel  leaving  this  port ;  and  in 
sevend  cases  which  have  come  under  our  notke,  the  effects  have  been 
highly  benefldaL  Smtwttn  ar€  wu^trmfy  ditpoted  fywekam  BMeij  i/iMt 
trnpiahu  wuh  tkem  to  d9  m.  In  the  ships  connected  with  this  put,  both 
captains  and  seamen  are  gradually  becomiiu  more  attached  to  the  ol(|eot» 
inasmuch  as  we  have  an  increaung  demand  &r  the  ho^  scriptures." 


5.  From  thepreceding  details  it  will  be  eVidenty  that  na 
insuperable  difficulties  present  themselves  in  the  estaUish- 
inent  of  Marine  Bible  Societies.  But  there  is  one  remarkable 
fact  in  reference  to  the  three  instances  adduced,  which  merits 
distinct  consideration.  We  have  here  a  striking  proof  diat 
these  institutions  are  not  only  capable  of  attainmg  their  im- 
mediate object,  but  of  rendering  no  inconsiderable  aid  to  the 
^  funds  of  die  Parent  Society.  The  aggregate  number  of  copies 
distributed  by  the  Whitby,  Hull,  and  Aberdeen  Associations 
is  nearly  four  thousand: — for  these  they  have  paid  the  full 
ithiount  at  cost-prices^  and,  in  addition,  have  remitted  upwards 
dftme  hundred  pounds  for  the  eeneral  object 

It  will  also  be  observed,  that  these  Societies  adopt  the 
principle  of  distribution  by  sale ;  to  which  they  have  strictly 
adhered,  except  in  those  very  few  cases  where  extreme  po- 
verty justified  the  deviation  from  their  established  practice. 
It  is  indeed  difficult  to  find  any  class  of  our  labouring  popu- 
lation by  which  the  requisite  sacrifice  is  more  lightly  felt 
than  by  seamen :  the  greatest  difficulty  is,  to  excite  an  interest 
in  favour  of  the  object;  and  this  can  be  accomplished  only 
by  the  personal  attention  of  the  individual  members  of  the 
Committee,  or  by  agents  properly  qualified  for  the  important 
service.  For  awakening  this  interest,  no  means  hitherto  devised 
are  so  efficient  as  Bible  Associations  on  board  the  respective 
ships ;  and  to  this  part  of  the  plan  the  constant  care  of  every 
Marine  Committee  should  be  directed. 


6.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  a  few  other  Societies  for 
supplying  seamen  with  Bibles  existed  previous  to  the  London 
Merdhant-Seamen*s  Society ;  but  it  has  been  found  impossible 
to  obtain  particulars  of  their  proceedings. 

It  would  be  unjust,  however,  in  a  work  of  this  nature,  to  pass 
ever  in  silence  the  exertions  made  by  the  Committee  of  the  Bishop- 
WxARMOUTH  &c.  Auxiliary  Society,  in  reference  to  the  supply  of 
I  with  the  holy  scriptures.    The  subject  was  brought  under 

X 
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their  consideration  at  an  early  period ;  but,  owing  to  local  and 
distressing  circumstances » it  was  not  until  the  summer  of  1817  that 
measures  were  adopted  for  giving  effect  to  the  benevolent  design. 
A  Sub- Committee  having  been,  appointed  for  the  express  purpose, 
the  members  commenced  their  labours  on  the  4th  of  June, — a  day 
peculiarly  appropriate,  as  being  that  of  the  birth  of  our  late  ve- 
nerable and  taoiented  sovereign ;  whose  declaration,  that  **  he  hoped 
to  live  to  see  the  day  when  every  poor  child  in  his  dominions 
should  be  able  to  read  his  Bible/'  entails  a  legacy  of  practical  duty 
on  his  surviving  subjects. 

The  mode  of  distribution  adopted  bj  this  Committee  is  that  of 
graiuitous  supply ;  and  certainly,  if  this  be  deemed  expedient  in 
anv  case,  the  plan  pursued  with  respect  to  the  Sunderland  vessels 
is  best  calculated  to  qualify  the  attendant  disadvantages.  Boxes, 
judiciously  contrived,  with  the  word  ''Bible"  painted  in  large 
letters  on  the  front,  and  secured  near  the  steerage  of  each  vessel, 
are  presented  with  the  Bibles ;  and  a  label  is  affixed,  declaratory  of 
the  grant,  and  specifying  that  **in  case  of  ike  sale  of  the  ship,  the 
Bible  and  box  shall  remain  as  ajlxture"  This  inscnption,  it  is  ob- 
served by  tlie  Committee,  **  has  been  the  means  of  preserving  the 
Bible  in  one  instance  at  least  which  came  under  notice."  The  ships 
supplied  are  frequently  revisited;  and  the  "  reports  of  the  Sub- 
Conunittee  contain  the  most  satisfactory  accounts  of  the  esteem 
in  which  the  Bibles  formerly  distributed  are  holden,  and  of  the 
grateful  feelings  with  which  every  successive  distribution  of  Bibles 
IS  received.'* 

The  total  number  of  Bibles  thus  supplied  to  ships,  from  the  4tfa' 
of  June  1817  to  the  21st  of  September  1819,  is  220 ;  at  an  expense 
to  the  Auxiliary  Society  of  84/.  Is,  Sd. 

Whether  this  mode  be  calculated  to  awaken  an  interest  in  the 
minds  of  seamen,  and  to  secure  the  co-operation  of  their  employers, 
are  questions  which  the  Committee  have  now  had  sufficient  experience 
to  decide.  And  its  failure  with  respect  to  the  attainment  of  the 
latter  object,  as  inferred  from  the  language  of  their  Annual  Reports, 
may  probably  suggest  to  the  benevolent  individuals  concerned,  the 
wisdom  of  assimilating  their  plans  to  those  of  the  Whitby  and 
Hull  Societies.  This  alteration  appears  the  more  desirable,  when 
we  consider  the  high  and  important  object  of  exciting  in  the  minds 
of  seamen  an  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  whole  human  race.  Where 
DO  personal  sacrifice  is  called  for,  the  evidence  of  this  interest  is  at 
best  ambiguous. 

7.  Among  the  few  individuals  whose  exertions  have  been 
conspicuous  in  this  particular  sphere  of  Christian  duty,  there 
is  one  who  deserves  more  especial  notice : — this  individual  is 
Mr.  J.  J.  Beard,  of  Bristol.  His  duty,  as  a  Collector  of  one  of 
the  Bible  Associations  of  that  city,  having  led  him  into  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  shipping,  he  was  induced,  by  his  ardent 
desire  to  effect  all  the  good  in  his  power,  to  make  some 
^lative  to  the  state  of  the  seamen:  and  finding  they 
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were  in  numerous  instances  destitute  of  the  holy  scriptures, 
he  applied  to  the  Association  for  leave  to  supply  them  with 
'  copies  oa  the  same  terms  as  the  inhabitants  of  his  own  dis* 
trict.  Having  obtained  tlieir  cordial  consent,  he  has,  in  the 
space  of  eighteen  months,  ending  in  April  18^,  sold  to  the 
seamen  in  die  port  of  Bristol  no  fewer  than  2198  Bibles  and 
Testaments,  and  paid  -the  amount  of  his  receipts,  being 
370^  2s.  Sd.  to  the  Auxiliary  Society  of  that  city.  It  may 
reasonably  be  expected,  that  the  zealous  and  disinterested 
services  of  this  benevolent  individual  will  now  find  a  wider 
range,  as  a  Marine  Bible  Association  has  been  recently^ 
established  at  Bristol,  under  very  encouraging  circumstances. 


SECTION  11. 

LONDON  MERCnANT-SEAMSN's  SOCIETY,  &G. 

I.  Towards  the  close  of  1817,  those  measures  which  have 
been  already  detailed  in  the  preceding  section,  in  reference 
to  the  Thames  Union  Committee,  were  sufficiently  matured 
to  induce  the  gentlemen  concerned  to  prepare  and  circulate 
an  Address  explanatory  of  the  object  This  admirable 
Address  places  the  subject  in  so  clear  a  light,  that  no  apology 
can  be  requisite  for  introducing  the  following  extracts  :^ 

^  Upon  an  ayerage,  about  five  thousand  vessels,  of  different  descriptions, 
aail  fh)m  the  port  of  London  every  year.  These  measure  upwards  of  one 
million  of  tons,  and  appear  to  be  navigated  by  about  sixty-five  thousand  men. 
But  as  some  vessels  make  two  or  more  voyages  in  the  year,  the  seamen  going 
annually  from  the  port  of  London  may  be  estimated  at  about  forty-five 
thousand.  It  would  be,  perhaps,  an  unwarrantable  calculation,  to  suppose 
that  one-tenth  part  of  this  number  are  possessed  of  the  Word  of  God,  with- 
out which  it  can  hardly  be  supposed  that  they  should  be  acquainted  with  the 
doctrines  and  duties  of  our  holy  religion.  But  even  on  this  estimate,  not 
fewer  than  forty  thousand  of  our  seamen  would  still  remain  in  a  state  of 
lamenUble  destitution  of  the  means  of  religious  knowledge,  and  consequently 
in  a  state  of  afflicting  ignorance.  The  number  of  seamen,  however,  who  sail 
fh)m  the  port  of  Ix)ndon,  do  not  constitute  a  third  of  the  mercantUe  navy  of 
Great  Britam.  The  object  of  the  proposed  institution,  therefore,  is  to  pro- 
vide Bibles  fi)rat  least  about  1 50,000  British  seamen,  now  destitute  of  them. 

•*  And  here  let  not  the  peculiarity  of  their  situation,  and  of  their  manner 
of  life,  be  forgotten.    They  are  necessarily  deprived  of  many  advantages  of 
instruction  enjoyed  by  persons  who  live  regularly  on  shore.     Once  at  aca,  a 
■eaman  has  no  choice  of  associates  v  he  is  fixed  to  his  shipmates,  and  thus, 
for  the  most  part,  secluded  from  any  society  but  that  of  the  profane  and 
dissolute.  .  ThVprivUege  of  resorting  with  their  fiimilies  ^^^*J?  ^?°^«f,  «f . 
God,  to  listen  to  hb  word,  and  of  uniting  with  the  congregation  of  Christian 
worshippem  in  the  serviced  of  prayer  and  pniise,  is  in  a  peat  measure  un- 
known to  them.    The  sun  of  the  iibbath  generally  arises  to  their  view  from 
ben^th  the  same  waste  of  waters  with  the  light  of  a  common  day  5  and 
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their  thoughts  and  duties  seem  to  merge  in  the  single  object  of  guiding 
their  vessel  through  the  deep.  It  has  been  calculated  that  one  halt  cnr  two 
thirds,  of  a  sailor^slife  is  thus  spent  on  the  ocean:  and  that,  of  the  remainder, 
one  half  is  supposed  to  be  passed  in  foreign  harboun,  where  no  Qmstian 
instruction  can  in  general  be  obtuned.  Under  these  mfiivoundile  drcum* 
stances,  it  is  scarcely  to  be  expected,  that,  during  the  fragment  of  his  time 
which  he  passes  in  his  own  land,  the  means  of  instruction,  even  if  offered  to 
him,  should  be  eagerly  embraced.  In  point  of  &ct,  they  are  generallj 
neglected;  and  for  this  neglect,  those  who  are  even  slightly  acquainted  with 
the  force  of  habit,  and  the  common  principles  of  our  nature,  will  not  find  it 
difi&cult  to  account.  The  seaman  remains,  therefore,  for  the  most  part,  as 
Ignorant  of  the  things  which  accompany  salvation,  as  if  the  will  of  God  had 
never  been  revealed  to  man :  and  even  the  hardships  of  a  sea-faring  life,  and 
the  thousand  perils  peculiarly  incident  to  his  profession,  instead  of  awatening 
his  mind  to  serious  reflection,  too  often  produce  in  him,  from  the  want  of 
Christian  instruction,  a  contrary  effect,  and  lead  him  to  dedicate  almost  every 
moment  of  his  time,  while  on  shore,  to  the  most  sordid,  and  debaang,  and 
ruinous  indulgences. 

^  With  respect  to  some  of  the  disadvantages  which  have  been  enumerated, 
it  is  obvious  that  we  cannot  remove  them :  they  belong  of  necessity  to  a  sea- 
fioing  life.  But  then  these  evik  are  not  without  the  means  of  alleviatioo. 
Sailors  often  have  at  sea  much  time  for  reading.  By  the  general  difiiisiQii 
of  education,  many  of  then  are  qualified  thus  to  employ  theur  time ;  and  the 
disposition  either  to  read  for  themselves,  or  to  Usten  to  others,  is  very  pre- 
valent among  them.  Unhappily,  the  few  books  to  which  they  have  access 
are  often  of  the  worst  description.  But  may  not  their  leisure  hours,  and 
their  inclination  for  reading,  be  converted  to  a  better  account  ?  Is  it  im- 
possible to  give  a  more  profitable  direction  to  their  minds  ?  Will  they  have 
no  curiosity,  if  the  means  be  afforded,  to  learn  something  of  that  God  whose 
path  is  in  the  great  waten,  and  whose  wonders  they  behold  in  the  deep? 
Is  there  nothing  to  interest  them  in  the  representation  of  their  own  state, 
and  of  the  awful  eternity  to  which  they  are  hastening  ?  Will  they  turn  a 
deaf  ear  to  the  history  of  their  Bedeemer,  to  the  hopes  and  promises,  the 
invitations  and  threatenings,  which  involve  their  present  peace  and  ever« 
lasting  welfiire  ?  Is  not  the  seaman,  then,  formed  by  the  same  Hand  with 
ourselves  ?  Is  he  not  capable  of  being  moved  by  the  same  fieelings  and 
affections  ?  Does  the  volume  of  divine  truth  appeal  so  forcibly  to  all  other 
men ;  and  is  he  alone,  by  some  kw  of  creation,  or  by  some  hard  condition  of 
his  lot,  to  be  regarded  as  excluded  from  the  conunon  range  of  his  Maker*s 
bounty,  and  as  inaccessible  to  the  influence  of  his  Word  and  Spirit  ?  With 
the  evidence  before  us  of  Pitcaim*8  Island — an  island  for  removed  from 
European  civilization— where  the  descendants  of  a  British  seaman,  who  was 
happily  possessed  of  a  Bible,  trained,  by  means  of  that  blessed  book,  in  the 
fear  and  love  of  God,  are  now  exhibiting  an  example  of  piety  which  might 
well  put  even  Britain  to  the  blush ;— with  such  an  example  before  us,  can 
we  doubt  for  one  moment  that  the  Word  of  God  is  still  capable,  under  every 
variety  of  circumstance  and  situation,  of  answering  the  tugfa  and  ennobling 
purposes  for  which  it  was  given  to  mankind  ? 

^*  That  sacred  volume,  it  is  the  object  of  this  Address  to  provide  for  the 
■eameh  who  are  emfdoyed  in  navigating  our  commercial  marine.  And 
should  it  succeed  in  that  object,  it  may  be  reasonably  hoped,  of  numbers 
among  them,  that,  through  the  blessing  of  its  Divine  Author,  the  Bible  may 
become  their  companion  and  guide  through  life ;  their  consolation  and  support 
in  every  danger;  the  standard,  as  it  were,  under  which  they  sail;  the 
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tnchor  by  which  they  hold  amid  the  atonns  of  this  world ;  and  the  compass 
to  direct  them  to  that  haven,  where  perils  will  no  longer  beset  their  course,- 
nor  disturb  their  eqjoyment  of  rest  and  tranquillity  for  ever. 

^  Kor  is  it  unimportant,  on  the  present  occasion,  just  to  glance  at  the 
Tarious  classes  of  the  community  who  have  a  direct  and  personal  interest, 
exclusive  of  the  panunount  ob^gations  attadnng  to  them  as  Chxistians,  in 
thus  providing  for  the  moral  wants  of  this  body  of  men.  The  owners  of  the 
vast  mercantile  marine  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  merchants,  manufacturers,' 
and  traders  of  every  description  whose  property  is  confided  to  the  haards  of 
the  deep,  or  whose  prosperity  is  connected  with  foreign  commerce,  together 
with  their  numerous  dependants ;  and  the  insurers  of  the  almost  incredible 
smofunt  of  merchandize  and  shipping  entrusted  to  the  care  of  British  seamen; 
aore  aH  deeply  interested  in  using  their  utmost  exertions  that  those  seamen 
diottld  be  raised  firom  the  degradation  of  their  present  acknowledged  state  of 
ignorance  and  profligacy,  improvidence  and  insubordination  ;  and  that  they 
aoould  be  taught  principles  calculated  to  render  them  pious,  sober,  and  in* 
telligent ;  &ithful  to  their  trust,  and  obedient  to  their  superiors.** 

2.  This  address  haYing  been  extensively  circulated,  a 
general  meeting  was  convened  on  the  29th  of  January  1818, 
at  the  Mansion  House,  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London  in  the 
chair,  when  the  '"  London  Merchant-Seamen's  Auxiliary 
Society**  was  established,  **  for  the  purpose  of  supplying 
British  merchant  ships  with  the  holy  scriptures,**  and  subject 
to  the  following 

BiTLCs  and  BzovULTioiri* 

I.  That  the  Bibles  and  Testaments  to  be  circulated  by  this  society  shall 
be  without  note  or  comment ;  and  that  those  in  the  languages  of  the  United 
Kingdom  be  of  the  authorised  version. 

IL  That  eaeh  subscriber  of  one  guinea  annually  shall  be  a  member  of 
the  society ;  and  each  subscriber  of  ten  guineas  at  one  time,  a  member  Soar 
life. 

IIL  That  each  subecriber  of  three  guineas  annually  shall  be  a  governor 
of  the  society ;  and  each  subscriber  of  twenty  guineas  at  one  time  shall  be  a 
governor  for  Hlb ;  and  that  governors  be  entitled  to  attend  and  vote  at  all 
meetings  of  the  Committee. 

rv.  That  the  business  of  this  society  shall  be  conducted  by  a  president, 
vfee-presidents,  treasurer,  secretaries,  and  a  committee,  consisting  of  twenty. 
tmMX  other  members,  half  of  whom  shall  be  members  of  the  Established 
Chuxvh,  and  that  five  members  constitute  a  quorum. 

V.  That  all  deivymen  and  other  ministers  makinff  collections  in  behalf  of' 
the  institution  shiS  be  members  of  this  Society,  with  the  privilege  of  at- 
tending  and  voting  at  the  meetings  of  the  committee. 

VI.  That  the  committee  shall  meet  once  eveiy  month,  or  oftener,  on 
■ome  day  to  be  fixed  by  themselves. 

VII.  That  a  generd  meeting  of  the  subscribers  be  held  once,  at  l^t,  m 
mch  year,  when  the  accounts  shall  be  presented,  the  pf«»ed^  of  the  past 
year  sUted,  a  new  committee  appointed,  and  a  report  agreed  upon,  to  be 
printed  under  the  direction  of  the  committee.  « 

VIII.  That,  in  the  formation  of  the  new  committee,  such  threcfourths  «if 
the  other  members  who  shaU  have  most  fiwquenUy  attended  the  comnutte* 
shall  be  xe-eligible  fi>r  the  ensqing  year. 


310      MARINE  BIBLB  80CIXTIB8  AKD  iUMOCIATiOKB.       [CHAP.  YI. 
Indifference  of  Ship-owners  to  the  spiritual  wel&re  of  Seamen. 


In  addition  to  these  Regulations^  the  following  hbsolution 
was  adopted  at  the  general  meeting : — 

"  That  the  Committee  be  instructed  to  take  the  earliest  and  most  effec- 
tud  measures  for  obtaining  the  patronage,  contributions,  and  active  co-ope- 
ration  of  the  various  corporate  bodies,  and  of  all  merchants,  ship-otrners, 
underwriters,  tradesmen,  sbip-mastexs,  and  others  connected  with  the  trade 
W  marine  of  the  port  of  Ixmdon:  that  the  officers  and  crews  of  merchant 
ships  be  encouraged  to  form  Bible  Associations  on  a  plan  to  be  framed  bj  the 
Committee:  that  it  is  expedient  to  encourage  the  formation  of  Branch 
Societies  at  the  principal  out-ports  of  the  British  empire;  such  Branch 
Societies,  and  their  individual  members,  to  be  entitled  to  the  same  privile^gea 
from  the  Auxiliary  Society  as  its  members  derive  from  the  Pareilt  Institu- 
tion:  and  that  immediate  steps  be  taken,  bj  opening  a  correspondence  with 
the  different  out-ports,  for  giving  effect  to  this  Besohition/* 

3.  A  very  limited  degree  of  experience  was  sufficient  to 
'  convince  the  Committee  of  the  London  Merchant-Seamen's 
Society,  that  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  work  in  which  they 
had  engaged,  demanded  the  applicadoD  of  extraordinary 
means^  The  plan  of  Depositories  had  been  tried  by  the 
Thames  Union  Committee,  on  a  scale  that  must  have  ensured 
success,  had  the  inclination  to  possess  the  sacred  records  been 
prevalent  among  seamen.  In  addition  to  this,  the  Committee 
of  the  new  society  issued  circular  letters  to  the  owners  or 
ships*  husbands  of  all  vessels  entering  out  at  the  Custom 
House,  and  to  the  captains  of  all  such  ships,  soliciting  their 
countenance  and  support,  and  proffering  a  supply  of  %ibles 
and  Testaments  on  the  most  liberal  terms.  At  their  first 
annual  meeting,  they  were  compelled  to  report  *[  the  total 
and  absolute  failure  of  every  effort  made  by  them  in  titan 
^rection*'* 

*'  The  numerous  letters  which  thejr  circuUtcdamong  the  owners  and  auHteft 
of  vessels  did  not  produce  a  single  application  for  Bibles  at  the  Socieiy*! 
depository  in  London :  and  since  the  formation  of  the  institution,  to  the 
3 1  St  of  December  I819i  only  twenty-one  Bibles  and  thirty-nine  Testaments 
have  been  sold  there.  So  utterly  inefficient,  indeed,  did  this  method  cf 
accomplishing  the  object  of  the  society  prove,  that  the  Committee,  «fter 
persevering  in  the  experiment  lor  upwuds  of  three  months,  were  mi  last  in- 
duced to  (UscouUnue  it.** 

Nor  should  this  failure  excite  surprise,  however  it  may  oc- 
casion regret  The  nature  of  that  connexion  which  subsists 
between  seamen  and  their  employers,  particularly  in  the  port 
of  London,  is  too  transient  and  uncertain  to  create  or  cherish 
an  interest,  on  the  part  of  the  latter,  in  the  spiritual  welfare  of 
the  former.  The  ship-owners  of  Ghreat  Britain  are,  as  a 
bodv,  remarkable  for  their  attention  to  the  personal  comforts 
of  the  men;  but  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  an  indifference  to 
tliose  concerns  %vbich  regard  their  et^nal  interests  has  been  . 
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long  and  lamentably  prevalent.  On  the  other  hand,  sailors, 
as  has  been  already  observed,  too  generally  look  upon  re- 
ligion as  a  matter  with  which  they  have  no  concern; — the 
Bible  is  a  book  of  which  they  had  seldom  heard ;  and  they 
required  to  have  its  inestimable  value  pointed  out  to  them  in 
a  manner  which  they  could  understand.  Here  arose  another 
difficulty — for  ssdlors  must  be  addressed  in  their  own  way. 
The  observation  may  seem  strange,  but  it  is  no  less  true,  that 
few  hipdsmen  are  qualified  to  gain  the  attention  and  awaken 
the  interest  of  this  singular  but  valuable  race  of  men.  To 
these  combined  causes  may  be  attributed  the  failure  of  every 
measure  founded  on  the  presumption  that  seamen  would  ap^ 
ply  for  Bibles.  It  was  therefore  evident  that  an  interest 
must  be  created  in  the  minds  of  sailors  in  fieivour  of  the  Bible. 
To  effect  this,  it  became  necessary  to  select  an  individual  as 
Agent,  whose  knowledge  of  the  peculiar  character,  manners, 
and  habits  of  seamen  qualified  him  for  this  particular  senoce. 
In  reference  to  this  important  subject,  the  Committee  thus 
express  themselves  :-— 

''  As  vessels  proceeding  on  foreign  voyages  generally  bring  up  at  Graves- 
end,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  their  final  clearance,  it  appeared  to  tiie 
Committee,  t^t  it  would  be  higluy  important,  indeed  indispensable,  with  a 
view  to  the  success  of  the  institution,  to  station  at  that  place  an  active  and 
intelligent  Agent,  whose  business  it  should  be  to  visit  all  outward'bound 
ahips,  and  to  act,  in  supplying  them  with  the  Scriptures,  under  the  general 
instructions  of  the  Committee,  according  to  the  circumstances  of  each  case. 
In  IJeutenant  Cbx,  of  the  Boyal  Navy,  they  had  reason  given  them  to  expect 
the  zeal,  activity,  intelligence,  and  discretion  which  the  situation  required ; 
and  they  have  not  been  disappointed.  They  were  led  to  confide  in  his 
exertions,  and  he  has  fully  justified  their  confidence.** 

As  the  Committee  report,  that  '^  this  plan  h$s  succeeded 
beyond  their  hopes,"  it  appears  necessary  to  enter  more  fully 
into  its  details;  commencing  with  the 

4.  IxsT&ucTioya  nr^KisBSO  to  LnsuTEVAirT  Cox. 

**  I.  It  will  be  proper  that  you  should  make  some  provisional  arrangements 
for  a  dep6t,  wl^ere  the  books  in  your  possession  may  be  safely  kept,  and  ooq. 
veniently  arranged ;  and  which  may  unite  the  advantages  of  forming  a  good 
look-out  towards  the  river,  and  of  being  tolerably  easy  of  access.  It  wmbe 
fiirther  necessary  to  engage  the  means  of  boarding  outward-bound  vessels 
with  promptness  and  facility. 

II.  It  will  be  your  main  business,  for  the  present,  to  visit  every  ship  des- 
tined  on  a  foreign  voyage,  which  may  bring  up  at  Gravesend,  or  stop  there 
a  sufficient  time  to  adnut  of  your  -boarding  her ;  and  to  ascertain  whether 
there  a^  on  board  any,  and  what  number,  of  copies  of  the  holy  scriptures, 
&r  the  use  of  the  ship*s  company  during  the  voyage. 

III.  If  no  supply,  or  only  an  inadequate  one,  should  have  been  previoudy 
procured,  we  authorise  you  to  present  to  the  captain  or  chief  officer,  for  ^0ie 
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uie  of  the  ahip's  company,  a  iupply  of  Bibles  and  Testamenta,  aooording  to 
the  fdUowing  scale :  viz. 

For  vessels  navigated  with  six  or  seven  men,  one  Bible  and  two  Testa. 

ments. 
Por  vessels  navigated  with  eight  or  nine  men,  one  Bible  and  three 

Testaments, 
for  vessels  navigated  with  ten  men  and  upwards,  a  Bible  finr  each 
watch,  and  a  Testament  for  e^erj  three  or  four  men. 

XV.  This  authoritj  to  bestow  Bibles  and  Testaments  gratuitously  on  riiips 
that  are  imfumished  with  thenL,  need  not,  however,  be  used  in  cases  where 
the  captain  feels  the  obligation  incumbent  on  him,  or  shews  a  willingness  to 
provide  the  requisite  means  of  instruction  for  his  crew.  In  su<£  cases, 
copies  of  the  Scriptures  maj  be  supplied  to  him  at  prime  cost,  and  the  gnu 
tuitous  supply  will  then  be  unnecessary. 

V.  The  description  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  %o  b«  gratuitously  bestowed 
must  for  the  present  be  left  to  your  discretion ;  with  tbis  genml  remarir, 
that  we  should  wish  economy  to  be  consulted,  as  filr  as  may  be  consistent  witii 
higher  directs. 

Tx.  At  the  same  tune  that  the  $kip  Ss  thus  supplied  with  the  Scriptures 
for  the  use  of  the  seamen,  it  will  be  desirable  that  an  offer  should  be  made 
to  the  seamen  themselves  of  Bibles  and  Testaments,  for  their  own  use, 
AT  km/  tkt prime  emt.  We  are  disposed  at  present  to  think  that  it  will  not 
be  expedient  to  give  copies  of  the  Scriptures  to  individual  seamen.  Those 
who  value  them  sufficiently  to  make  this  courK  at  all  proper,  will  not  hesi- 
tate to  purchase  them  at  the  reduced  rate  which  has  been  mentioned. 

VII.  It  will  be  particularly  important  that  eveiy  &ct  should  be  minutely 
noted  by  you,  as  mr  as  time  and  circumstances  wiU  permit,  which  may  be 
likely  to  aid  us  in  our  ftiture  measures,  and  to  throw  light  on  the  moral 
condition  of  the  seamen,  on  the  disposition  manifested  by  them  to  receive 
and  read  the  Scriptures,  and  on  the  disposition  fhewn  by  the  officers  to  en- 
courage  €beir  men  in  so  d(»ng.  It  would  also  be  useftd  to  know  how  many 
there  may  be  on  board  who  can  read  them ;  and  if  an  opportunity  should  be 
offered  ii  making  the  suggestion,  those  who  cannot,  inigfat  be  incited  to 
employ  their  leunue  time,  during  the  voyage,  in  learmng  to  read  from 
those  who  can. 

vxii.  We  are  well  pemiaded  that  no  prudent  exertions  will  be  wanting 
<m  your  part  to  interest  all  classes  on  board  in  the  Society*8  olyect,  to  induce 
the  officers  to  give  the  requisite  encoungement  to  the  men  in  reading  the 
Scriptures,  and  to  induce  Uie  men  to  read  them,  and  to  dispense  the  benefit 
of  them  also  to  such  of  their  shipmates  as  cannot  read  themselves. 

XX.  It  will  be  proper  also  to  recommend  the  books  to  the  special  care  of 
the  captain  or  chief  officer. 

X.  Berides  keeping  a  book,  which  diall  exhibit  clearly  the  receipts  and 
issues  of  Bibles,  and  the  stock  in  hand,  under  columns  corresponding  with 
the  numbers  in  the  inclosed  schedule,*  and  a  book  which  shsll  also  clearly 
record  all  your  cash  transactions  in  the  society*s  account  (with  which  books 
you  will  be  furnished),  it  will  be  necessaxy  to  keep  a  clear  register  of  all 
your  proceedings  in  a  book  which  will  also  be  ftmiished  for  the  purpose,  and 
according  to  the  form  there  prescribed,  f  Of  the  entries  in  the  book,  it  wUI 
be  neoessaiy  that  transcripts  should,  on  a  fixed  day  in  each  week,  be  sent 
to  us. 

*  This  schedule  will  be  found  uodcr  the  head  of  '« Aaent's  Recistry,**  in- 
—      IV. 


f  This  form  is  similar  to  that  recommended  m  Section  IV.  of  Ibis  chapter. 
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XL  The  ■eeretariet  will  also  Airniah  jrou  with  a  number  of  copies  of  the 
addre«  and  plan  of  the  flodetjr,  and  of  the  circular  letten  intended  for  ahip- 
masters,  which  jou  will  emploj  according  to  jour  discretion  m  forwarding 
the  sodetj*8  views."  

5.  The  following  Extracts  from  the  First  Annual  Report  of 
the  London  Merchant-Seamen's  Society,  wiU  illustrate  the 
practical  tendency  of  these  instructions,  and  of  the  mode  pur- 
sued by  this  society :— ^ 

I.  ^  Those  who  axe  acquainted  with  the  state  of  the  nuoitinie  concerns  of  this 
port,  will  feel  the  proprietor  of  confining  the  giatuitous  aupply  of  the  Scrip, 
tures  within  the  limits  jnrncribed  bj  the  Committee.  MThile  such  seamen  aa 
Talue  the  Scriptures  sumcientlj  to  pajr  a  trifling  price  for  them,  have  the  opi. 
portunit/  of  purdiaaing  them,  the  copies  which  are  gratuitoualj  supplied  axe 
given,  not  to  the  seamen  themselves,  but  to  the  ship  for  their  use  t  they 
are  to  be  regarded  as  part  of  the  ship's  furniture,  to  be  used  for  the  instruc- 
tion and  education,  not  merely  of  the  present  crew  on  the  present  vojage, 
hut  of  succesaire  crews  on  successive  voyages. 

n.  The  instrucUons  given  to  lieutenant  Cos  have  been  carried  into 
effect  with  a  singular  degree  of  regularity.  The  Conunittee  have  never 
ISiiled  to  receive,  on  the  appointed  day,  the  weekly  report  of  his  proceedings  ; 
and  each  succeeding  report  has  tended  at  the  same  time  to  excite  a  UveUer 
interest  in  the  soc&ty*s  olgects,  and  to  call  forth  their  gratitude  for  being 
allowed  to  bear  any  part,  however  humble,  in  promoting  uieir  attainment. 

III.  The  reports  of  lieutenant  Cox  axe  drawn  up  in  a  tabular  &nn,  and 
they  exhibit  distinctly  the  following  particulars  :— 

1.  The  Date. 

S.  The  Name  of  the  Ship  viated. 

5.  The  Captain. 

4.  The  Ship's  Owner  or  Husband. 

5.  The  Fort  to  which  the  Ship  belongs. 

6.  The  Voyage  on  which  the  Ship  is  bound 

7.  The  number  of  the  Ship's  Company. 

8.  The  number  of  those  who  can  read- 

9.  The  number  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  found  on  board. 

10.  The  number  supplied  gratuitously. 

11.  The  number  sold,  and  the  amount. 

These  particulars  aro  accompanied  by  general  observations,  of  a  very 
itaeAd  and  interesting  description.** 

In  order  to  prevent  the  improper  disposal  of  Bibles  and 
Testaments  designed  for  *'  the  use  of  the  ship/'  the  Commit- 
tee, in  addition  to  the  stamp  affixed  to  the  title-page,  have 
directed  their  agent  to  brand  the  outside  cover  of  every  copy 
distributed,  witn  the  words  ''  Merchant->Seamen*s  Auxiliary 
Bible  Society,  London.**  They  have  also  adopted  the  plan, 
originally  devised  at  Bishop- Wearmouth,  of  recommending 
the  owners  and  captains  of  ships  to  provide  boxes,  of  which 
file  agent  exhibits  a  model,  for  the  preservation  of  the  Bibles. 
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&  In  the  Second  Annual  Report,  the  Comniit|»e  detail  the 
mode  of  their  proceedings,  in  reference  to  the  supply  of  sea- 
men in  the  coasting-trade ;  for  which  purpose,  exclusiTely, 
they  have  appointed  an  active  and  judicious  agent,  and  fixed 
the  rate  of  sale  at  three-fourths  of  the  oest  price.  The  pro- 
priety of  this  arrangement  will  be  evident;  when  it  is  stated, 
that,  in  the  short  period  of  nine  months,  nearly  1300  Bibles 
and  Testaments  have  been  sold  to  seamen  employed  in  this 
branch  of  trade. 

7.  The  following  abstract  of  the  agent's  reports  will  cxhi- 
bit  the  results  of  this  institution  to  the  Slst  of  March,  1821  :— 


I.  Total  number  of  ahipe  Tinted  and  fupplied 

11.    .  .    D*.    •  .  of  men  on  board  •  •  • 

III.  •  •    B*.    •  .  of  ships  found  totaUj  destitute  of  i 

Bibles,  &c 5 

IV,  •  .    D*.    .  •  of  men  on  board 

T.    .  .    B*.    .  .   of8hipsrevisited,havingbeen  supplied 

VL    .  •    IK    •  •   of  copies  distributed, 

nr.H.?*«.«l^  J  Bibles  ....  «5Ql 

Gratuitously  .  .  .  {  Xestameata  .  6509 

^-^9100 

.  1849 
Testaments  .  1204 

5053 


At  reduced  prices    {  JJJj 


S,157 
49,456 

8S« 

8,149 
1,963 


19,153 


The  total  amount  of  14,031  Bibles  and  Testamento^  £.9,4. 
received  by  the  Society  to  March  1821,  at  costf  298S.  S.  5 
prices,  is..... ) 

The  amount  remitted  to  the  British  and  Foreign  ^.^^  ^  ^ 
Bible  Society,  is *>  J.1350,  0.  0 

Leaving  a  balance  against  the  Society  of  •  .  £.  1633 .  S .  5 

But  the  Committee  of  the  Parent  Society,  under  a  sense  of  the 
exigency  of  the  case,  and  of  the  unavoidable  extent  of  the  incidental 
expenses  attending  the  institution,  have,  with  their  usual  liberality, 
granted  Bibles  and  Testaments  to  the  amount  of  this  balance,  and 
thus  extinguished  a  debt  which  must  otherwise  have  paralysed  the 
future  efforts  of  the  Committee.  On  this  subject  tliey  observe,  in 
cheir  Second  Annual  Report, — 

**  Whether  we  shall  be  hereafter  enabled,  by  the  seal  and  charity  of  tiie 
inercfaantB  an^  ship-owners  of  London,  to  repay  these  sums  into  its  treasury, 
and  thus  to  vindicate  the  title  we  have  assumed  of  an  jtux'diarft^  is  uncertain. 
But  we  can  make  them  a  return,  which,  to  the  members  of  that  institution, 
will  he  stlU  more  gratifying ; — ^we  can  shew  them  that  good  has  been  effected 
by  their  bounty  ;  and  Uiat  the  seed  thej  have  enabled  us  to  sow  among  our 
seamen  is  pnxlucing  a  rich  harvest  of  Ueasings.** 
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Beneficial  dOfects  produced  on  the  Hiaral  rhnmei/pr  of  Seemen. 

8.  An  important  part  of  Lieutenant  Cox*a  duties  consists  in 
revisiting  the  ships  he  has  supplied,  to  ascertain  whether  the 
Scriptures  furnished  hy  the  society  remain  on  board,  and 
wliether  they  have  been  read  by  the  seamen.  In  dischanjing 
this  branch  of  his  duty,  he  has  received  the  most  gratimng 
and  unequivocal  evidence  of  the  moral  benefits  derived  nrom 
this  institution.^ 

^  *  The  altentioii  that  haa  been  efteted  ia  ny  creir,'  aaU  one  Aptain, 
^  by  reading  of  the  Scriptures,  wo«dd  aatoniah  any  ons :  tSiey  are  become 
quite  <Merent  benga.* — '  I  can  aasure  jou,  sr,*  Mid  another,  ^  I  aee  an 
alteration  in  seamen  eveiy  voyage  for  the  better.*— A  third  obaerv«d,  *  I  am 
persuaded  your  aecietj  has  been  the  means  of  altering  the  manners  of  seamen 
much,  lor  the  change  is  of  late  ;  and  to  what  can  we  attribnte  that  change, 
but  to  those  means  which  have  been  used  in  behalf  of  our 'seamen  f  They  are 
not  that  ungmteAil  and  unprincipled  set  of  men  they  wet«.*-*-On  board 
another  sinp,  the  captain  observed,  ^  It  is  to  me,  sir,  astonishing,  to  see  the 
siteration  which  seems  to  have  taken  place  in  the  mannen  of  aaamen.  Ah, 
sir,  religion  wiU  soften  them  down,  if  any  thing  can  t  they  are  not  those 
swearing,  cursing,  drunken,  debauched  creatures  they  were  a  little  while 
ago.*.~In  another  Tossel,  where  the  agent  found  twenty-eiffht  Bibles  among 
thirty-aix  men,  the  language  waa,  *  Some  of  the  seamen  weiS  to  sea  lions,  and 
came  home  lambs.' — *  I  wish,*  dhaerved  another  captain,  *  I  could  always 
secure  a  religious  crews  all  connected  with  the  vessel  would  reap  the  beneAt 
of  k.'— *  Oh,'  said  the  aaaater  of  another  ship,  *  you  know  not  how  glad  I  am 
to  see  you :  come,  and  see  the  books,  how  wen  they  have  been  used  t  thqr 
have  been  well  read,  indeed**  Here  he  produoed  them,  mying,  *  I>o  look  at 
the  comen  ci  the  leaves  s  see  with  what  attention  they  hSsve  been  rsad. 
How  often  have  I  been  delighted  in  obaenring  the  attention  of  the  crew  to 
the  Scriptures  I  and  were  you  to  behold  them,  I  am  sure  you  would  be 
equally  pleased,  sir  t  they  are  a  world  the  better  for  thenu  Aks  f  no  good 
ownera— no  good  eaptaina— no  good  seamen  no  good  any  tUng,  wUbout 
religion.*'* 

It  would  be  easy  to  multiply  testimonies  of  a  similar  kind^ 
extracted  from  the  agent's  reports :  nor  is  it  matter  of  sur- 
prise, that  one  of  the  captains;  under  a  conviction  of  the 
benefits  resulting  from  the  labours  of  the  society,  should 
exclaim^- 

''  Ship'-emmet%  Xpretumet  defray  all  the  etpeme  attemiing  tkii  watk,  ^ 
they  do  n«/,  they  eught  to  de  so.  Sveiy  man  of  the  least  consideration  must 
be  convinced  in  a  moment  of  the  vast  utility  of  such  an  institution.** 

9.  It  will  be  recollected,  that  the  Bibles  and  Testaments 
graiuitously  supplied  are  not  presented  to  individuals,  but  io 
the  sMpSy  for  tne  use  of  the  crew ;  and  that  they  are  given  in 
charge  to  the  captain  or  chief  ofiicer.  Yet  it  will  doubtlesi 
excite  surprise,  that  the  number  of  copies  distributed  by  sale 
bears  so  small  a  proportion  to  the  total  issued  by  the  society. 
As  this  subject  will  be  more  fully  considered  m  the  sequel, 
this  sketch  of  the  Merchant-Seamen's  Society  cannot  be 
better  doaed  than  in  the  energetic  language  of  laeir  Bsppetl  to 
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dke  sympathy  and  Christian  feeling  of  the  merchants  and 
ship-owners  of  London:^ 

^'The  benefits  resuhiiig  to  them  from  the  oomiKiuiiication  of  Scriptural 
knowledge  can  no  longer  be  questioned :  atill  len  can  the  Ime  of  oondnct, 
wlucfa,  under  thew  ctrcumitanoei,  is  prescribe  to  us,  by  our  obligations  to 
God  and  man,  admit  of  a  moment's  doubt  or  hesitation.  Even  if  we  were 
insensible  to  those  obligations,  insensible  to  the  motives,  which  are  furnished 
bj  the  religion  we  pro&fls,  to  minister  to  the  spiritual  wants  of  our  seamen  ; 
--if  we  could  shut  our  ears  to  the  claims  of  common  humanitj,  which  call 
upon  us  to  raise  them  from  the  miserf  and  dqpndation  which  are  the  never- 
ftiling  effects  of  ignorsnoe  and  vice  c— -if  we  could  remain  unaffected  by  all 
the  i^  which  have  been  produced,  to  prove  the  ameliorating  influence  of 
Scriptural  knowledge  on  their  state  and  character ;— if  we  could  be  indiflferent 
to  the  consideration  of  the  advantsges  which,  as  memben  of  this  great  and 
happy  community,  we  should  derive  from  having  our  fiituie  navies  manned 
hymen  who  have  been  taught  to  ftar  God,  and  honour  their  king,  and  love 
their  country ;— if  we  could  be  insensible  to  all  these  purer  and  loftier  inoe». 
tires  to  exertion,  let  us  at  least  be  swayed  by  the  more  sordid  calcolatian  of 
persoiud  interest.  Even  that  lower  motive  would  bring  us  to  the  same  con- 
elusion.  Even  in  the  estimate  of  pecuniary  profit  an4  loss,  we  should  find 
ourselves  gainers,  by  expending  on  our  seamen  the  cost  of  the  Bibles  they 
require^  No  &ct  can  be  more  incontrovertibly  estabHshed,  by  what  hie 
paased  under  the  observation  of  the  Committee  during  the  last  yesr,  than 
tlus,— that  the  efiect  of  religious  instruction  on  shipboard,  is,  to  HimSiiiA 
amoqg  our  seamen  the  evils  of  intemperance,  insubordination,  and  wastefiil- 
nesi  I  and  to  substitute  habits  of  oideri  sobriety,  carefulness,  ckenljecw^ 
obedience  to  superion,  and  general  attention  to  the  duties  of  their  station. 
No  policy,  therefore,  can  be  more  undeniably  expedient  on  the  part  of  mer- 
chants uid  riup-ownera,  if  we  could  suppose  the  weight  of  higher  motives  to 
&il,  than  that  which  the  Committee  now  beg  leave,  in  condusioo,  moot 
respectfiitty  but  most  earnestly  to  recommend  to  their  adoption ;  namel/, 
that  of  supporting,  by  their  eountenanoe  an4  contiibutaona,  the  Hxbcbavt- 
Skaxsk's  AuxiLiAmT  Bnu  SociXTTy/br  supplying  British  merdumt-ships 
with  the  Holy  Scriptures.** 


There  are  two  other  institutions  of  this  description,  which 
acquire,  from  their  importance  or  peculiarity  of  constitution^  a 
distinct  notice : — 

^  1.  The  Liverpool  Marine  Bible  Society. — ^This  so- 
dety  was  established  on' the  ISthof  January,  1818;  and  in  the 
October  following  it  was  organized  on  tiie  plan  of  that  in  the 
metropolis.  The  Committee,  however,  appear  to  have  been 
aware  of  the  insufficiency  of  their  Rules ;  and  shortly  after- 
wards the  following  additional  Regulations  were  adopted  :~^ 

I.  ^  That  two  memben  of  the  Comnuttee  be  appointed  as  a  SubX;omnilttee 
Ibr  each  Dock,  with  power  to  add  to  their  number ;  that  each  Sub-Conmiittee 
meet  once  every  fortni^t,  and  make  a  written  report  of  their  proceedima 
once  a  month  to  the  Secretaries. 

II.  That  a  suiUble  person  be  obtained,  on  as  moderate  terms  as  possible, 
^  f^^^^  procuring  iuformation  as  to  the  vessels  on  the  point  of  sailing; 
and  u  the  deliyeiy  of  Bibles  and  Testaments. 

theattention  of  the  Onnmittee  shall  be  confined  at  present  to 
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retsels  bound  on  foreign  vorages,  except  in  caaes  of  direct  applications,  to 
be  aupplied  at  cost  prices  only. 

lY.  That  the  cooperation  of  the  owners  WiaU  be  obtained  in  aU  cases,  when 
it  is  practicable. 

V.  That  no  Bibles  or  Testaments  shall  be  gwen,  if  it  is  possble  to  jeH  them 
at  any  price :  that  the  ship-masters  should  be  requested  to  encourage  the 
sailors  to  subscribe  for  them :  and  that  in  cases  where  they  are  not  purchased; 
and  there  appears  to  be  no  probability  of  any  subscriptions  being  recetTed, 
three  Testaments  only  be  given ;  one  for  the  master,  one  for  the  officers,  and 
one  for  the  men,  to  be  stamped  ^  For  the  use  of  the  Ship^*' 

YI.  That  in  case  the  Superintendent  finds  any  captain  deserring  of  con- 
fidence, and  desirous  of  distributing  Bibles  in  Foreign  Ports,  he  be  directed 
to  make  the  circumstances  known  to  the  Sub-Committee  of  the  Bock,  and 
that  the  Sub-Committee  should  be  iiecommended  to  comnranicate  the  same  to 
the  Secretaries  of  the  liyerpool  Auxiliary  Bible  Society.** 

Two  AGENTS  have  been  subsequently  appointed ; — ^and  by 
the  returns  up  to  January  1820,  it  appears  that  nearly  one 
thousand  Bibles  and  Testaments  have  been  distributed.  The 
necessity  of  such  a  society  in  the  second  mercantile  port  of 
Ghreat  iSritain,  is  established  by  the  fact,  that  of  4S7  ships 
visited,  S68,  contaihing  3790  seamen,  were  found  destitute  of 
the  holy  scriptures. 

*.  The  Zetland,  Davies*  Straits,  Greenland  Fishery, 
^nd  Marine  Bible  Society. — As  this  remarkable  institution 
difiers  in  many  respects  from  those  which  have  been  already 
described,  and  the  plan  is  recommended  to  other  sea-ports  cw 
Scotland^  on  the  high  authority  of  the  Edinburgh  Bible  So- 
ciety, it  is  necessary  to  detail  its  Regulations  more  particu- 
larly. In  contempkiting  its  establishment  among  a  group  of 
islands  at  the  northern  extremity  of  the  empire,  and  consider- 
ing its  peculiar  nature  and  design,  we  are  powerfully  reminded 
of  the  prophetic  declaration — **  Surely  ike  isles  shall  wait 
for  mCy  and  the  ships  of  Tarshishfrst,  to  bring  thy  sons  from 
far  J  their  silver  and  their  sold  with  them,  unto  the  name  of  the 
Lord  thy  God  and  to  the  Holy  One  of  Israel.*^  The  formation 
of  this  society  is  thus  announced  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Edinburgh  Society:— 

**  In  the  establiflhment  of  thia  Institution,  your  Committee  recognise  an  in* 
etrument  of  the  greatest  value.  It  will  be  associated  in  your  minds  with  the 
Merchant-Seamen*s  Bible  Society  in  London,  the  Bible  Societies  of  liver- 
pool,  of  Hull,  and  other  ports*— a  branch  of  exertion  in  the  ciiculation  of 
Scripture,  the  importance  of  which  is  yet  very  fiu:  from  being  fully  appre- 
ciated. If,  by  means  of  such  institutions,  an  interest,  first,  in  nvour  of  the 
possession,  and  then  in  favour  of  the  dispersion  of  the  Scriptures,  can  be 
created  on  board  of  every  vessel  that  leaves  a  British  port,  there  is,  per* 
haps,  no  measure  whidi  may  ultimately  be  productive  of  more  powerful 
effect  in  promoting  the  distribution  of  Scripture  abroad.  Your  Committee 
therefore  cannot  refrain  &om  taking  this  opportunity  of  earnestly  recom- 
mending the  example  which  has  been  set  by  the  Zetland  Marine  Institution, 
to  the  immedipte  atteDtion  and  imitatioa  of  «Mry  $§ait$ri  «i  ScoUmnd,** 
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The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  Regulations,  as  furnished 
by  the  Secretary: — 

Tax  ZxTLAxrSy  Batiks*  Straits,  Gueenlaxd  Fishery,  axd  Marixs 
BiRLS  SociETT'— Instituted  S3d  MarcKy  1818. 

«  The  shipmasters,  agents,  and  mariners  of  vessels  engaged  in  the  Bavies* 
Stiaita  and  Greenland  Fisheries,  and  ship-owners,  masters,  and  mariners 
engaged  in  the  trade  of  these  islands,  and  others,  having  this  day  fivrmed 
tiiemselves  into  an  Association,  for  the  purpose  of  contributing  to  the  circu- 
latu^i  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  without  note  or  comment,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses connected  with  or  conducive  to  the  spreading  of  the  Gospel,  more  par- 
ticularly amongst  the  mariners  of  these  islands,  under  the  denomination  of 
the  ZRTX,Ajn>,  Davxss'  StraitSi  Gruxuukd  FisaSRTy  avd  Marzxr 

BlRLX  SoCDBTTy— 
RXSOLVX-* 

L  That  every  marimer  be  invited  to  become  t  subscriber ;  and  that  no 
subscription  be  received,  but  such  as  is  voluntary  on  the  pafft  of  the  sub- 
scnber* 

IX,  That  every  msriner,  being  a  uember  ofthis  Sooiety,  empbyed  in  the 
flshcrieti  8ub8Cifl>e  sixpence  for  the  voyage  $  and  in  the  country-tiade,  rix- 
pence  per  annum. 

III.  That  the  ship-masters  of  the  Bavies*  Straits  and  Greenland  vessels 
shall  have  at  their  duposal,  under  the  management  of  the  society,  so  mudi 
of  its  funds,  after  defraying  all  expenses,  as  the  proportion  of  thor  mariners 
from  their  ports  of  outfit  bears  to  the  mariners  of  these  islands,  upon  the 
total  enumeration  of  their  crews,  being  members,  but  not  otherwise. 

IV.  That  each  ship-master  take  charge  of  the  subscription  in  his  riilp, 
dlstinguidiing  betvixt  those  from  the  mariners  from  his  port  of  outfit,  and 
those  frooi  Hie  mariners  of  these  islands,  and  that  he  do  collect  the  same 
before  he  proceeds  to  the  fishery ;  paying  over  to  his  agent  the  subscriptions 
from  the  mariners  from  his  port  of  outfit,  and  giving  an  order  to  his  said 
agent  to  deduct  the  subscriptions  fr^m  the  native  mariners  in  his  employ 
mt  the  roymge^  ftt»m  the  wages  in  his  hands  pa3rable  to  them ;  who  shall 
thereafter,  bang  so  authoriwd,  pay  the  same  into  the  hands  of  the  Trea- 
surer, upon  his  receipt,  for  account  of  the  society. 

Y.  That  a  regular  list  of  mariners  subscribing,  distinguishing  as  above,  be 
made  out  each  voyage,  from  the  articles  and  muster-roll  of  each  ship,  by  the 
surgeon;  and  deliv^ed  to  the  agent,  with  the  subscriptions  for  the  use  of  the 
society. 

VI.  That  the  business  of  this  society  be  managed  by  the  ship-masters, 
agents,  ship-owners,  and  others  connected  with  it ;  whereof  nine,  with  the 
Secretary  and  Treasurer,  shall  form  a  quorum,  with  power  to  appoint  a 
prases :  and  that  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer  act  during  the  pleasure  of  the 
society,  finom  year  to  year. 

VII.  That  the  general  annual  meeting  be  held  at  Lerwick,  the  third 
Thursday  in  March,  in  every  year,  to  aucUt  the  accounts,  to  report  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  society  for  the  past  year,  and  for  such  other  purposes  as  are 
or  may  be  connected  with  or  conducive  to  the  objects  of  the  society. 

VIII.  That  besides  the  annual  meetings,  there  be  held,  at  Lerwick,  quae 
tcriy  meetings,  on  the  third  Thursday  in  June,  September,  and  Deoember  in 
each  year,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  and  answering  applications  for  sup- 
plies of  Bibles  and  Testaments ;  and  that  five  of  the  resident  members  be  a 
quorum,  including  the  preses. 

OL  That  the  funds  of  this  society,  whether  arising  from  subscriptions, 
donations,  or  the  sales  of  Bibles  or  TMtaiaents  at  prime  cost,  or  at  reduced 
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prices,  shall,  from  time  to  time,  be  expended  in  the  purchase  of  Bibles  and 
Testaments  at  prime  cost,  to  be  given  or  sold  amongst  the  mariners  of  these 


X.  That  application  be  made  to  the  Edinburgh  Bible  Societ j,  for  per« 
mission  to  laj  out  the  disposeable  ftmds  of  this  sooety  in  puxdiasing,  at  ^eir 
depository,  Bibles  and  Testaments  at  their  prime  cost. 

XI.  That  a  Hst  of  vessels  employed  in  the.Davies*  Slrmits  and  Greenland 
flsfaeries  in  the  year  1818,  which  touched  at  the  port  of  Lerwick,  whose 
masters,  sgents,  and  mariners  are  members  of  the  society,  be  made  out,  t^ 
accompany  these  r^ulations. 

XII.  That  a  sufficient  number  of  these  regulations  and  Ust  be  printed, 
for  distribution  amongst  the  subscribers ;  and  that  the  expense  he  defrayed 
out  of  the  funds  of  the  society. 

XIII.  That  these  regulations  remain  in  force  until  altered  or  amended 
in  a  general  meeting  of  the  society,  of  which  due  notice  must  be  given  at  the 
quarterly  December  meeting  preceding.  ' 

Signed,  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  the  subscribers,  by 

W.  GN.  M'CBAE,  Comptroller  of  Customi, 
S^ereiary  atut  TVeotiirw.** 

The  list  referred  to  in  the  1 1th  Rule  comprises  the  names  of 
thirty-four  ships,  whosd  masters  are  members  of  this  society ;  and 
blanks  are  left  opposite  to  each,  for  the  insertion  of  the  requisite 
particulars,  on  a  plan  similar  to  that  of  the  *'  Agent's  Registry,"  a 
specimen  of  which  will  be  found  in  its  proper  placCi  in  Section  IV. 
of  this  chapter. 


SECTION  in. 

RtTLES  AND  REGULATIONS. 

I.  Having  thus  traced  the  progress  and  observed  the  modes 
of  proceeding  adopted  by  tne  variqus  Marine  Bible  Socie^ 
ties  established  in  the  sea-ports  of  Great  Britain,  the  reader 
cannot  fail  to  remark  the  want  of  uniformity  in  the  Regula* 
tions  by  which  they  are  governed,  and  of  that  mutual  identity 
of  organization,  to  whicn  much  of  the  success  which  has  at- 
tended kindred  institutions  may  be  ascribed  .^-The  state  of 
this  part  of  the  system,  at  the  present  period,  bears  a  strik** 
ing  resemblance  to  that  of  "  Auxiliary  Societies'*  in  the  year 
1811 ;  and  the  necessity  of  a  Code  of  Rules  adapted  to  the 
peculiar  nature  of  the  design,  and  calculated  to  promote  its 
stability  and  extension,  must  be  evident  to  all  who  feel  inter- 
ested in  the  olriect.  Whether  the  following  Regulations  be 
altogether  such  as  may  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  case,  it 
is  nol  for  the  author  to  decide :  if  they  only  furnish  hints  on 
which  others  may  improve,  or  induce  the  more  general  adop- 
tion of  the  measures  detailed  in  the  preceding  Sections,  his 
wishes  will  be  equally  gratified. 
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9.  KstOLUTioirs  Tte&mmtnitd  f&r  adnpihn  at  Meeiimgt  emunatid  fwr  tk$ 
esiahliskmtni  •/  MAmxKS  Bible  Societies,  at  5ra-fprlj. 

I.  That  the  otQect  and  Gonstitution  of  the  British  and  FoceigB  Bible 
Society  have  the  cordial  approbation  of  tkiis  Meetiig. 

II.  ThataSocietjbenowfontted,tobecalled''11ie—— I- Marine  Bibb 
Sodetj,*'  for  promoting  the  circulation  of  the  holy  scripturas  among  Seamen, 
and  of  co-operating,  through  the  medium  of  tlie  ■  Auxiliary  (or  Bimndi) 
Society,  with  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society. 

IIL  That  the  Bibles  and  Testaments  circulated  by  this  society  shall  be 
without  note  or  comment,  and  that  those  in  the  Ungiiages  of  the  United 
Kingdom  s^l  be  of  the  authorised  versions  only. 

I  v.  ThiS  all  persons  subscribing  one  guinea  or  upwards  per  annum,  or  ten 
guineas  or  upwanis  at  one  time,  shaU  be  members  of  this  society. 

V.  That  the  business  of  this  society  shall  be  conducted  by  a  President, 
Treasurer,  —  Secretaries,  and  a  Committee  consisting  of  ■  other 
members,  five  of  whom  shall  be  a  quorum. 

VL  That  the  Committee  shall  meet  once  every  month,  or  oftener  if 
necessaxy,  on  some  day  to  be  fixed  by  themselves. 

.  YIL  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee,  either  personally,  or  by 
means  of  agents  regularly  appointed,  to  visit  the  ships  in  this  harbour,  whe^ 
ther  they  belong  to  this  or  any  other  port,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  want  of 
Bibles  and  Testamento ;  and  that  the  Committee  shall  Aimish  them  there, 
with,  at  prime  cost,  reduced  prices,  or  gratuitously,  at  their  discretion. 

Till.  That  the  Committee  shall  adopt  every  suitable  measure  for  encou- 
nging  and  assisting  in  the  formation  of  Bible  Associations  on  board  Merchant 
Ships,  according  to  the  rules  recommended  by  the  Parent  Society. 

IX*  That  the  fUnds  of  this  society,  or  such  part  thereof  as  the  Committee 
ahall  direct,  whether  arising  from  subscriptioiis,  donations,  or  the  sale  of 
Bibles  and  Testaments,  shall  from  time  to  time  be  expended  in  the  pur* 
chase  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  at  prime  cost,  to  be  distributed  amonff 
Seamen  as  before  directed ;  and  that  any  surplus  which  may  arise,  be  remitted 

annually  to  the Auxiliary  (or  Branch)  Bible  Society,  in  -  aid  of  the 

genersl  object  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society. 

X  That  the  Committee  shall  be  authorised  to  entrust  Ckptains  cff  Mer* 
chant  Ships  with  Bibles  and  Testaments  for  distribution  by  mde^  to  an  extent 
not  exceeding  jf .—  to  any  one  Master.  Such  Bibles  and  Testaments  to  be 
told  at  not  less  than  one-half  their  cost  prices,  a  list  of  which,  with  a  form  of 
returns,  shall  be  given  to  every  Captain  with  the  Bibles  and  Testaments 
committed  to  his  charge. 

XI.  That  the  Committee  shall  endeavour  to  obtain  the  cost  prices  of  all 
Bibles  and  Testaments  issued  by  them,  whether  to  seamen  individually  or 
fi)r  the  ship*s  use ;  and  that  in  all  cases  where  copies  are  delivered  under 
such  cost  prices,  or  gratuitously,  the  name  of  this  society  shall  be  branded 
on  the  outsides  of  the  cover. 

XII.  That  a  General  Meeting  of  the  Subscribers  be  held  at y  on 

the  — -  in  each  year ;  when  the  accounts  shall  be  presented,  the  proceed* 
ings  of  the  past  year  stated,  a  new  Committee  appointed,  and  a  report 
agreed  upon,  to  be  printed  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee. 

XIII.  That  in  the  formation  of  the  new  Committee,  the  Treasurer,  Se* 
cretaries,  and  such  three-fourths  of  the  other  members  as  have  most  fre- 
qyentiy  attended  the  Committee,  shall  be  re-eligible  for  the  ensuing  year. 

XIV.  That  be  President, Treasurer, Secretaries, 

and  — — ^  Members  of  the  Committee  for  the  year  ensuing. 

XV.  That  annual  iubsci^^ituoa  and  donations  be  now  entered  into,  and 
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Obsenmtions  on  the  Rules  and  Regulations. 

^  .    ■  ..  -    ■  ..,  ,  ,  ^^^ 

ttiat  they  be  also  ftceived  by  the  Treasurer,  Secretaries,  and  the  serera) 
hankers  of  tftis  town  and  neighbourhood. 

XVI.  That  a  copy  of  these  Resolutions,  signed  by  the  Secretaries,  be 
transmitted  to  the  Committee  of  the  ■  ■  ■  AuxiUaiy  (or  Bxancb)  Bible 
Society. 

XVIL  That  the  Committee  meet  on  the  — —  instant,  at  -^—  oVlock, 
and  prepare  an  address  on  the  object  and  views  of  this  Society,  to  be  printed 
and  circulated  with  the  Rules  now  adopted,  among  the  merchants,  ship-' 
owners,  and  captains  of  this  port ;  and  that  a  copy  be  tnoismitted  to  thd 
Committee  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society. 


OBSERVATIONS. 

3.  Many  of  the  remavks  already  submitted,  in  reference  to 
the  Rules  and  By-Laws  of  Auxiliary  Societies,  (See  Chap.  11. 
Sections  II.  Cf  lU.)  will  be  found  equally  applicable  in  the 
case  now  under  consideration.  There  are,  nowever,  some 
peculiarities  in  the  nature  and  constitution  of  a  Marine  Biblo 
Society,  which  demand  more  particular  notice. 

I.  It  will  be  observed,  that  the  term  *<  Auxiliary*'  is  omitted  in 
the  Second  Rule;  as  its  adoption  might  lead  to  confusion,  by  identi* 
fying  the  establishment  in  question  with  the  Local  Society.  It  is 
however  earnestly  hoped,  that  many  Marine  Societies  will  follow 
the  example  of  their  elder  sisters  in  the  Northern  Counties,  by 
contributing  their  aid  to  the  general  object  of  the  Parent  Insti- 
ttotion. 

11.^  It  may  be  occasionally  found  of  advantage  to  add  **  Vice-' 
Presidents  to  the  honorary  officers  specified  in  the  Fjfih  Rule  t 
this,  however,  will  be  matter  for  local  arrangement.  With  regard 
to  the  number  of  secretaries,  two  will  be  sufficient,  especially  if  the 
society  employ  agents.  The  appointment  of  the  latter  will,  in  all 
probability,,  be  a  drcumstance  of  rare  occurrence,  except  in  sea'* 
ports  of  considerable  magnitude,  and  the  duties  enjoined  by  tho 
Seventh  Rule  be  discharged  by  the  members  of  the  Committee  in 
rotation.  If  the  Committee  consist  of  twenty-four  or  thirty  mem« 
bers,  and  six  be  appointed  monthly  as  Visitors,  the  state  of  every 
ship  may  be  investigated,  and  the  interest  be  preserved,  without 
subjecting  the  gentlemen  thus  engaged  to  any  extraordinary  incon-' 
yenience. 

Iff.  A^  the  practical  tendency  of  the  Eighth  Rule  will  be  fully 
considered  in  Section  V.  it  is  only  necessary,  in  this  place,  to^ 
observe,  that  in  no  respect  can  the  services  and  influence  of  the 
Committee  be  more  profitably  directed,  than  in  the  promotion  and 
organization  of  those  highly  important  mstitutions  to  which  tho 
regulation  refers. 

IV.  The  Reader  will  be  prepared  to  appreciate  the  provisions  of 
the  Tenth  Rule,  on  referring  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Whitby  and 
Hull  Societies,  in  Section  I.,  where  every  necessary  information 
relative  to  diis  part  of  the  plan  has  been  already  given.    It  isdifficulb 
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The  Agent*t  or  Visitor's  Memonndum  Book. 

to  SDecify  the  precbe  amount  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  which 
should  be  entrusted  to  any  particular  captain  for  sale,  as  much  will 
depend  on  the  character  of  the  individual,  and  the  nature  of  his 
▼oyage;  but  perhaps  10/.  may  be  judiciously  entered  as  the 
maximum.  In  this,  as  well  as  every  other  jpart  of  the  design,  the 
discretion  of  the  Committee  must  be  exercised,  to  guard  agwinst 
abuse,  and  protect  the  interests  of  the  society.  The  considerati^ms 
iniggested  by  the  Eleventh  Rule  will  be  found  among  the  genecpl 
remarks  in  tne  last  section  of  this  chapter. 


SECTION  IV. 

rORMS  or  THE  BOOKS,  AND  MODE  OF  KEEPINe  THE  ACCOUNT|b 


eniriet  m  liaiiet  are  U  h€  considered  as  htanstser^ 

Many  of  the  Books  and  Papers  required  by  a  Marine 
Bible  Society  are  similar  to  those  of  an  Auxiliary  Society^ 
which  have  been  fully  described  in  Chap.  II.  Section  V. ;  and 
the  requisite  alterations  in  the  mode  of  making  the  entriea 
will  readily  suggest  themselves  to  the  secretaries.  It  may  b^ 
necessary,  however,  to  observe,  that  an  account  should  be 
opened  in  the  Leger,  with  every  owner, -^c.  whose  ship  bas 
been  supplied,  whether  by  sale  or  gratuitously,  in  order  ta 
shew  what  it  has  cost  the  society  to  furnish  the  vessel  The 
London  Merchant-Seamen's  Society  has  experienced  the  ad- 
vantage of  this  plan;  as  in  many  instances  the  owners  have 
subsequently  paid  for  the  Bibles  and  Testaments  on  receiving 
a  bill  of  parcels,  though  Uie  supply  in  the  fifst  instance  was 
gratuitous.  The  following  are  the  Books  and  Papers  peculiar 
to  a  Marine  Society. 

I.— THE  agent's  (or  VISITOB*s)  MBMOEANOUM  BOOK. 

This  book  should  he  of  a  convenient  size  for  the  pocket,  and 
ought  to  be  taken  on  board  every  ship  visited  or  revisited.  The 
author  is  not  aware  that  any  such  book  is  tiow  in  use ;  bgi'he ven- 
tures to  recommend  its  adoption,  as  calculated  to  save  considerable' 
trouble.  It  may  contain  about  800  pages,  each  of  which  should  be 
printed  according  to  the  Specimen,  leaving  blanks  for  the  entries, 
which  are  here  inserted  in  italfcs.  If  it  be  cut  in  the  form  of  an 
alphabetical  index,  leaving  a  suitable  number  of  pages  for  evefj 
letter,  it  will  facilitate  the  reference  to  any  particular  ship.  A  few 
blank  pages  may  be  left  at  the  end  of  the  book,  for  the  purpose  ef 
noting  any  observations  in  reference  to  vessels  revisited,  tneonj^fiMl 
entries  ol'^  which  are  in  a  preceding  Memorandum  Book. 


•'feicr.  IViJ    '  FORMS  OF  THE  BOOK§.  '9^ 

^B^^  '  'II..  .    .,_  .       ■  s^^^B  fa  -T 

Specimen  of  the  Agent's  Memorandum  Book.'^OlMeiTations,  Ac 

SPECIMEN. 

1.  Number  in  the  Begistxy tl         6S4.  ^ 

1  Bate  of  Visit      .      • 1 18fA5<|^.182a 

3»  Name  of  the  Ship |        Mwy. 

4.  C«ptMn*8  Naxhe .1      Bn^fJUiu 

^  S^^B  Owner  or  Husband  .    •    •    •    • 

db  Fort  to  which  the  Ship  bdohgs 

T.  Tojage  on  which  the  Ship  is  bound     •     .    •    •    •    . 

8.  Number  of  the  Ship's  Companj 

9.  Number  of  those  who  can  read     ...«««.•. 

10.  Number  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  on  bokrd   .... 

11.  Number  of  Ditto  and  ditto  sdld  foir  Ship's  uie  . 
1^.  Number  of  Ditto  and  ditto  sold  to  indiriduds  . 
1^.  Number  of  Ditto   and      ditto      gratuitously  supplied 

14.  Amount  received  for  Bibles  and  Testaments  •    .    •    .  |  ^.3  .6.8 

15.  Amount  of  DonatioA  and  Subscriptions  receiTed  ^<>r  J  |    Qm  AuadL 

the  Society   ••••••..••.    ..5  11 


f.TodnJt.Ssf. 

'  South  $€ail 

31. 
16. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


7^  Captain  totd  me^  ihai  in  hit  last  long  voyage  he  found  the  heni^  of 
giving  emtabU  inttmetion  to  those  wider  hie  ordere,  Evetjf  eabbath  momi$tg 
df  wat^  his  practice  to  aetembie  hie  people  together  to  prayere  and  to  hear  the 
Scriptures  read;  and  in  the  after-part  of  the  day,  he  observed^  it  waspleasani 
t^  biehbtd  tie  seamen  scattered  about  the  ship,  under  the  boats^  and  in  other 
okady  piaeee^  residing  their  Biblee,  "  Cfreai  tMnge^  Sir^^*  said  ht^  ^  eearte 
done^  if  Owners  and  Commanders  are  pUastd  to  put  their  hands  to  the  good 
wcrh,  which  I  hope  they  will  doy  when  they  see  U  to  be  their  iMereet^  as  well  a$ 
fhdr  duty,  to  attend  to  the  morals  of  their  people :  nb  Owner  or  Captain  eughi 
f4  receive  the  Scr^tures  without  contributing  to  the  fundi.  I  intttat  yeuj 
Sir,  to  accept  of  a  pound  note^  towards  defraying  the  espetue  attending  She 
eircuiation  of  Bibles  and  Tetiamente  amongst  our  Seamen  :  I  pish  /  could  do 
MMre."—  It  will  be  bbserved,  that  cost  prices  have  been  obtained  for  aU  the  eyies 
sold  on  board  this  sh^  J  was  pleased  with  thS  edndid  cenfessism  of  one  of  the 
crew,  ssho  carried  with,  him  an  honest  countenance :  he  said  abmdr^*'*'  99% 
sailors  have  been  swearers  quite  long  enough  s  it  is  mow  high  time  we  began  te 
pray  :^let  me  have  a  Bible**       _^__«^ 

II. — THE  agent's  REGIS+RY. 

This  should  he  a  large  quarto  book^  to  open  lengdiways. 
A  few  pages  at  the  beginning  may  be  ruled  according  to  ue 
Spechnen  No.  1,  for  3ie  purpose  of  entering  the  receipts 
ahd  deliveries  of  Bibles  and  Testaments^  which  should  be 
bldanced  every  month.  The  remainder  of  the  book  should 
be  ruled  according  to  Specimen  No.  2.  On  returning  to  his 
oflSce,  the  A^ent  should  immediately  enter  from  the  Memo- 
rtadum  Book  the  reqidsite  particulars  ihto  the  Reflistij»  the 
st^ecimen  of  which  will  sufficiftndy  explaia  the  mode  of  pro* 
ceeding. 

Y« 
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SPECIMEN, 

[To  oocupj  the  fint  ten 


No.  of 
Invoice. 

RECEIVED.  ' 

' 

Did«. 

BiblM. 

TeitementB. 

1820. 

I 

3 

3 

4 

6 

IP 

1? 

15 

17 

19 

6 

7 

8 

9 

11 

13 

14 

16 

islao 

21 

23Ji3« 

UiA»pL 

47 

10 

20 

5 

4 

11 

6 

6 

10 

-"■■"■^ 

"^ 

■" 

^^ 

^^ 

"*" 

■■ 

— 

^" 

"" 

■" 

■" 

"■ 

"•*■ 

SPECIMEN, 

[To  occupy  tlie  re- 


No. 


624 
035 
630 
674 


Date. 


1820. 
IM 


Ship's 
Name. 


Mary 
Jtms 
Maria 
Caroime 


Captain's 
Name. 


EEugket 
Euwcett 


Seoti 


Ship's  Owner 

or 

Hosband. 


F.Fodrig,e9q. 
Mr.  King 
Wilson^  Co. 
Mr.JaoDBs 


Port  to 
which  she 


London 
Bristol 
Liverpool 
Sunderland 


Voyage. 


South  Seas 
Jamaica 
Diiio 
Malta 


36|3l 
1-2 
IB 


14 


foana  cm 
BoanL 


B.      T. 


13 


ACT.  IT*] 

No.  1. 

PdiMoftbeBoofc.] 


AOSNT  8  KEOISTRT. 


325 


Week 

ei>di»ff. 

1820. 

the  Ship* 

DEUVERBD.                                              | 

Biblei. 

TeitemenCi. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

6 

10 

19 

16 

17 

19 

6 

7 

8 

9 

11 

18 

14 

16 

18 

20 

21 

22 

23  241 

094 
096 
030 
074 

9 

4 
3 

0 

I 

9 

0 

9 

0 

• 

s 

2. 

-nwiiider  of  the  Book.] 


Sola  for  Sliip's 

Sold  to 
IndiTidnak. 

Gntoitoiis 
Gfsnts. 

Hmmai 

of 

Sales. 

B.N.. 

T.  No.j 

B.  No. 

T.  No. 

.f.  «.  <£ 

4 
2 

3 

9 

1 

2 

0 

1 

3 

5 

4 

6 
9 
0 

0 
7 
11 

3 
9 

9 

6 
6 
16 
0 

8 
6 
4 

8 

DoHoHon  from  the  Captam,£X 
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The  Agent*8  Begistiyy  and  We^j  Bepoot. 


With  every  parcel  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  forwarded  to  the 
Agent,  the  Secretary  should  furnish  an  inyoice,  specifying  th# 
precise  number  and  description  of  the  copies  sent.  This  invoice 
should  be  immediately  entered  in  the  Registry  (Specimen^  No.  I.), 
fad  than  folded  and  iadowed  wih  its  appgeprtate  immber,  toi^ro^ 
inote  facUity  of  reference. 

The  London  Merchant-Seamen's  Society  adppta  die  -pLu^of 
desi^iMktkig  ^very  d^ptmtioa  of  Bible  a,nd  Testament  hy:  a 
Hu^ber:  fod  aa  tha^  plan  is  followed  here,  it  is  necemaiy  to 
tjrwflciafae  we  List,  a  copy  of  which  should  be  pasted  iiiside  dia 
cover  of  the  Keg^try. 


Cbtttlw 

Spck^. 

mOLIBU.  B|BI,Elp  , 

No.  1.  Small  Pica  .  .  .  10 .  6 
Brevier  .  .  .  .  7  •  ^ 
JftCxiioti  .  .  •  «  6  •  0 
Nonpareil  .  .  •  4.2 
PochetN— pawa  .    4.0 


No.  10.  Welch  Bible     .     .5.0 

IL.  i—*— Testament  .    S.6 

13.  GaeUc Bible     .     .6.6 

13.  ■  Teatament  •    S  .  6 

14.  Irish  Testament     .    3.3 

roRSioiir  BiBLXa  xurp  TxaTAMSiora. 


XVOLISB  TESTAICSITTS. 

6.  Pica 4.3 

7.  LQOg^rim«(  .  •  3.9 
a  Breyier  ....  ft. 3 
9.    Pod:e(     .     .     .    .  S  - 1 

jftttAe 


15. 
14 
17. 

la 

19. 
SO. 
SI. 
ft. 


French  Bible 

■  Taatami 
Gennan  Bible 


6.8 

7.0 
Testament,    S .  9 


Butch  Bible  .    .    .    7.0 

Testanieat  .    ft. 9 

Spamah  ....8.9 
Portuguese  .  .  .  9,9 
S3(.  Banish  .  .  .  .'  9.9 
9^.    Italian     ....    9.9 


m.— AGENjr's  W^EKhY  REF0I|T. 

This  is  simply  an  absti^ct,  taken  from  the  Reg^stryi  of  all 
proceedings  during  the  past  weel|.  It  should  be  preaen^ 
on  a  sheet  of  large  paper;  and  it  will  save  much  valuably  tipe 
Uiihe  £utm  be  printed  so  as  to  render  it  necessary  only  to  fill 
in  the  returns.  The  amount  receive^  by  the  Agent,  ai^d  the 
names  and  address  of  aU  ne^f  contributors  to  the  society, 
should  be  transmitted  ^th  the  Report  If  the  Form  be 
printed  on  one  side,  it  may  be  found  sufficient;  and  the  other 
may  be  appropriated  to  those  interesting  fact9  apd  observa- 
tions that  confer  a  peculiar  va^ie  on  these  documents,  which 
should  be  transmitted,  weeWy,  to  the  Committee,  on  a  stated 
day,  and  preserved  by  t^e  Secretarifis  in  a  Guflrd  BooL  in  a 
regular  series. 
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First  Anoetttion  formed  on  board  the  Vigilant,  Capt.  Ile3mold8. 


SECTION  V. 

If  ABINB  BIBLE  ASSOCIATIONS  ON  BOARD  SHIPS. 

1.  Scarcely  had  the  Thames  Union  Conmuttee  commenced 
its  labours,  when  the  indefatigable  Mr.  Phillips  perceived 
that  something  was  yet  wanted  to  complete  this  part  of  die 
system.  Wil^  his  usual  acuteness,  he  beheld  the  full  extent 
to  which  the  operations  of  this  new  society  could  be  carried, 
&nd  the  point  at  which  its  defici^icies  would  becqfne  obvious. 
To  supply  seamen  with  the  holy  scriptures  is  a  great  and 
good  object ;  but  to  excite  that  interest  which  shall  induce 
them  to  assist  in  supplying  themselves^  is  of  far  higher  moment. 
The  astonishing  results  of  Bible  Associations  had  begun  to 
unfold  themselves ;  the  moral  tone  of  feeling  which  they  are 
po  peculiarly  calcidated  to  arouse,  had  in  some  degree  been 
developed ;  and  it  occurred  to  this  enlightened  philanthropist 
thai  if  a  similar  cause  were  brought  into  operation  amquff 
Ae  wanderers  of  die  deep,  similar  effects  might  be  anti* 
•ipated.  Under  this  impression,  he  suggested  the  idea  of 
JdARiNB  Bible  Associations;  and  subsequently  prepared,  in 
conjunction  with  die  author,  a  Code  of  Rules  for  their  govern- 
ment, ,and  an  Address  to  Ship-owners  and  Commanders^ 
These  Regulations,  having  fecdved  die  approbation  of  die 
Parent  Committee,  were  printed  on  a  sheet,  containing  also 
die  Address  to  &riners,  specimens  of  die  t^pes,  and  of  the 
node  of  keening  the  accounts;  and  in  this  form,  irere  circa- 
lated  generally  wrough  die  country. 

%  The  first  Marine'  Bible  Association  ajipears  to  have 
lieen*  formed  on  board  the  ship  Figilant  of  Hull,  Francis 
Reynold?  master,  previous  to  die  publication  of  these  Rules. 
As  it  may  be  interesting  to  observe  the  mode  of  proceeding 
fn  dtis  early  commencement  of  the  system,  and  will  afford  4 
•gratifying  evidence  of  the  facility  with  which  these  litde 
Bocieties  may  be  established,  the  foUowin^  account  of  die 
transaction  cannot  with  propriety  be  widiheld.  f 

PaocxxDuroB  •/  a  MeHing  held  on  board  tkt  ih^  FigilmU  o/HmUy  i^k^ 
^'tho  Mother  Banh^  \9ih  Jii/y,  1813.— 
Framcis  IlEYyoLDS,  Master,  in  the  Chair. 
Preseniy  the  Crew  of  the  said  vessel. 
*^  l!he  erew  having  been  informed  of  the  reason  of  their  being  called  to- 

rtber,  namely,  to  contribute  their  mite  towards  aidii^  the  funds  of  th|p 
tlah  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  in  the  great  work  in  which  it  is  engaged,— 

KRWLVtH  IflTAinMOUStY,- 

L  Tfcat  the  argi»  qf  thisvewd  do  farm  tiiemidlvm  into  an  Aawdatiop'ft^ 


|ethe 
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Marine  Bible  Association  fisrmed  on  hourd  the  Falmouth  Ftekets. 


the  purpose  of  contributing  towards  the  circulation  of  the  holy  scripCum^ 
both  at  home  and  abroad,  and  that  this  Association  be  denominated  '  Tki  Skim 
yigifami  (•/  Hull)  BibU  jfuoeiatum.* 

II.  That  the  members  of  this  Association,  who  are  officers  or  seamen,  do 
subscribe  twopence  per  week,  and  the  apprentices  one  pennj  per  week;  and 
that  thev  be  debited  with  the  same  weeklj  by  their  Treasurer,  the  Master* 

III.  That  this  Association  be  under  the  management  of  a  Treasuier  (tbs 
master),  and  a  Committee  of  three  of  the  members  of  the  Association;  ^je. 
jEdipird  Kirk,  Thomas  Swano,  and  J.  Waldby,  who  shalLJf  necessazy,  meet 
every  month ;  and  that  their  meetings  begin  and  end  withpnyer. 

.  IV.  That  the  members  of  this  Association  have  the  privilege  of  purehaa* 
ing  Bibles  an#  Testaments,  for  their  own  use,  of  the  Treasurer,  at  the  re- 
duced prices  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society. 

y.  That  the  whoi^  tfihefimis  arismg  firom  this  Ajseciation  beapplfedte 
the  purpose  as  stated  in  the  first  resolution;  and  ttett  the  subscriptions  be 
transmitted,  at  the  end  of  this  present  voyi^e,  by  the  Treasurer  to  the 
Treasurer  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Socie^  in  London,  as  a  dona. 
<ion  in  aid  of  their  lUnds  from  the  Sh^  flgiUmi  (of  JfiuU)  BiHe  jisaoewimu 

VL  That  this  Association  do  continue  to  exist  until  the  end  or  «impi^ffl 
of  tbifpraent  voyage  to  the  Mediternmeaii. 

(Signed)  F.  Eetitolss,  Omrmam.^ 

S.  The  Commanders  of  the  King's  Packets  on  the  FalmonA 
station  were  the  next  in  this  work  of  benevolence.  The 
example  was  set  bjr  Captain  Furzb,  of  the  Chesterfield, 
on  a  voyage  to  Sunnam;  and  the  Association  was  formed  on 
Christmas-day  1814  As  the  Rules  had  not  then  been  pub. 
lished,  Captam  Furze  drew  up  a  paper  declaratory  of  the 
©bject,  and  mvited  his  officers  and  crew  to  subscribe,  if  Aey 
felt  incKned.  This  they  cheerfidly  agreed,  to  do :  and  the 
captain  having  first  entered  his  own  name,  twenty-four  odiers 
were  speedily  enrolled  at  one  penny  per  week  each;  the 
inoney  being  deducted  from  the  wages  of  the  men.  The 
Amount  paid  to  the  Falmouth  Bible  Society  was  4/.  I9s.  id.i 
?o  i.*^  ^f^^  were  supplied  with  twenty-five  Bibles.  On  the 
|8th  of  August  1815,  a  similar  association  was  formed  on 
board  the  Swiftsure  Packet,  Captain  Pederson,  on  % 
vovage  to  the  Brazils.  As  this  ship  was  weU  supplied  with 
bibles,  the  contributions,  amounting  to  U.  2s.  8d.,  were  prin. 
cipaJiyfree,  only  two  Bibles  having  been  required.  Capt  P. 
baving  t^en  the  command  of  the  Speedy  Packet  in  1816,  a 
Marine  Bible  Association  was  established  on  board  that 
vessel;  and  the  sum  of  Si.  145,  7jrf.  was  collected,  and  pre- 
ficnted  to  the  Falmouth  Bible  Society  as  a  free  gift.  Both  of 
these  Commanders  bear  testimony  to  the  attention  with  which 
luany  of  the  men  read  then:  Bibles,  and  the  gratifying  manner 
in  which  they  appeared  to  appreciate  this  mestimable  bless- 
ing.  It  IS  probable  that  many  other  Marine  Associations 
Jwre  been  estabhshed  on  board  other  ships,  of  which  no  par- 
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ticulars  have  transpired :  but  it  caidnot  be  denied,  that  this 
important  and  interesting  subject  hils  i|ot  yet  received  that 
degree  of  attention  to  which  it  is  eminently  entitled*  If  the. 
Committees  and  oAer  friends  of  Auxiuary  and  Branch 
Societies,  at  the  different  sea^ports^  exerted  themselves,  and 
formed  Sub-Committees  for  this  express  purpose,  there  can  be 
no  8oubt  that  the  system  would  be  generally  adopted,  '[fihe 
following  suggestions  will  be  found  to  contain  every  requisite 
information  relative  to  the  design. 


4»  RtOu  reeomwuHded  /or  Jd^ion  hjf  the  Ortm  •/  mnif  Shif  duknm  tf 

forming  a  BihU  AuoeiaUm*  • 

,  1.  That  we  finrm  ounelves  into  an  Anodmtion,  for  the  parpoae  of  eontn* 

Imtuig  toward  the  circulaUon  of  the  holy  acriptures,  without  note  or  oonu. 

ment ;  and  that  it  be  called  ^'  The  BU>le  Association  of  the  ship     ■  .     ». 

Captain  — -w** 

2.  That  each  member  of  this  Aasodation  subscribe  not  less  than  one 
penn  J  per  wedc. 

3.  That  A.  B.\iit  Prerident,  C  Z>.  Treasurer,  and  E.  F.  Secretaiy  of 
tins  Association. 

4.  That,  on  the  arrival  of  the  ship  at  any  port  where  a  Bible  Sodetj  is 
established,  the  Treasurer  be  requested  to  state  the  amount  in  his  hands  « 
and  the  whole,  or  such  part  as  the  subscribers  sh^U  direct,  shall  be  expended  • 
in  the  purchase  of  copies  of  the  holj  scriptures,  at  prime  cost,  from  the' 
depoeitoiy  of  such  society. 

5.  That  the  descriptions  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  to  be  purchased  shall 
be  fixed  by  the  subscribers*    ^ 

6.  That  it  be  optioBil  with  the  subscribers  to  Tote  any  part  of  their  Amd^' 
occasionally  for  the  general  purposes  of  the  British  and  Foreign  BiUe  Soeletj  » • 
the  money  so  voted  to  be  paid  to  the  Committee  of  the  Bible  Society  at* 
any  port  where  the  ship  may  touch,  spedfying  the  name  of  such  ship  and 
Captain. 

7.  That  all  orders  on  the  Treasurer  shall  be  signed  by  the  Pierident,  Se- 
cretary, and  two  other  subscribers. 

8.  That  three  subscribers  shall  be  appointed  to  examine,  approye,  and 
sign  the  Treasurer's  accounts,  previously  to  the  General  Beport,  and  also 
before  any  considerable  payment  is  made  out  of  the  funds. 

9'  That  the  Secretary  shall  keep  minutes  of  all  the  proceedings  of  the 
Association,  and  shall,  in  connexion  with  the  President  or  Treasurer,  draw' 
up,  at  least  once  a-year,  a  Report,  to  be  read  pubUckly  to  the  subscribers  t » 
which  Report  shall  specify  the  amount  of  money  received  and  paid,  the 
number  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  sold,  and  also  of  those  given,  with  any 
interesting  &cts  arising  out  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Association;  a  copy 
of  which  Report  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  Committee  of  any  Bible  Society 
4m  shore  which  the  subscribers  may  think  proper. 

6.— OBSERVATIONS. 

l8t  Rule.^ — If  it  be  the  wish  of  the  subscrihers,  the  Association 
nay  be  united  to  the  Bible  Society  of  the  town  or  port  to  which 
the  ship  belongs.  In  this  case,  the  following  words  should  be 
added  to  this  Rule  '*  in  connexion  with  the  m,  ■  Auxiliary  (or 
Branch)  Society.** 


jflanms  bhkb  woeamB  aii»  A4tsocf  Atv^mt.  [coiTF.  vr.  ^ 
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'  9d  Raie.-^T%e  8i:^8cription8  itiay  be  paid  either  by  the  men 
tiMmelvefl)  or  tlie  nmtep  may  be  authorised  to  deduct  h  from 
tbflir  «niget. 

9d  RtQe.-i-On  hMtd  large  ships,  the  Captain  shocdd  be  solicited 
t»  become  PrcBidtant ;  the  chief  officer,  Treasurer ;  and  one  of  the 
subordinato  officers.  Secretary.  On  board  small  vessels,  the  master 
may  fill  ail  those  offices  himself;  or  he  may  act  as  President  Ind 
Treasurer ;  and  the  mate»  or  a  seaman  properljbgualified^  may  act  as 
Secretary.  ' 

4th  Rule.— In  the  case  here  alluded  to,  a  written  order  should  be 
■ent  for  the  Bibles  to  one  of  tlie  Secretaries  of  the  Auxiliary  (or 
dranch)  Society,  whose  address  can  easily  be  obtained;  and  k 
supply  of  Reports,  Monthly  Extracts,  &c.  should  be  requested,  for 
the  information  of  the  crew,  who  would  thus  be  furnished  with 
interesting  matter  for  reflection  and  conversation  during  their  next 
¥Oyage. 

5th  Rule. — It  h^s  been  found  that  the  Minion  and  Konpareil' 
Kmes  and  Brevier  Testaments  are  best  calculated  for  the  use  of 
seamen.  But  if  they  are  bound  to  a  foreign  port,  great  advantage' 
may  be  derived  from  their  ordering  a  few  copies  in  the  language  ^ 
of  the  country  they  tee  about  to  visit,  for  sale  or  gratuitonB  distri- 
bution, at  dieir  own  option. 

6th  Rule. — The^5/  object  of  a  Marine  Bible  Associatioirshould 
be,  the  supply  of  Uie  crew:  when  this  ik  attained,  the  destitute, 
state  of  millions  of  their  fellow-creatures  may  be  properly  urged  on 
their  attention.  If  the  Association  wish  to  remit  the  money  direct. 
to  the  Parent  Society,  a  banker's  bill  sRould  ka  indosed  to  Mr. 
Jo§9pk  Tam^  10,  £ar2  Street^  Ltuukmt  with  a  few  lines  specifymg  the* 
nane  of  the  ship  and  mnster. 

>  Tth  Ride. — ^In  small  ships,  if  the  Captain  act  as  Prerident^  Trea- 
surer, and  Secretary,  this  order  should  be  signed  by  three  <3i  the 
subscribers.  *^ 

.8th  Rule.— The  object  of  this  Rule  is,  to  prevent  a  doubt  in  the 
qiind  of  any  subscriber  as  to  the  regular  and  correct  appropriation 
of  the  funds. 

9th  Rule.— -The  Secretary  dtouM  provide  himself  with  a  Minote 
Book,  fort  the  purpose  of  preserving  the  heads  of  any  interesting 
results,  eitfier  on  board,  or  m  reference  so  the  sdAe  or  gift  of  Bibles 
ahd  Testaments  in  foreign  countries.  The  account  of  receipts 
and  expenditure  should  be  clearly  detaHed:  and  no  unnecessary 
delay  should  occur  in  transmitting  a  copy  of  the  Report  to  the 
Bible  Sodiety,  selected  by  the  subscribers* 

6w  On  board  large  ships,  it  will  be  foulid  conducive  to  regu- 
larity and  'CQnrectness  to  have  three  booka ;  viz; 

L  The  MiNt7TB  Book.  Thia  book  is  of  quarto  siae,  con- 
taining about  fifty  leaivesi  and  ia  kept  bv  the  Secretary.  The 
ibUowing  Specimen  will  anffidently  illustrate  the  mode  of 
making  the  entries. 
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'^5tb  Janua]7,  1819> 
Shim  Lord  TcJgmnoutJH  Cayt^ig  AlpTajader,  Ijaig  in  the  Coif  of  Ckwfa. 
The  CaptAiii  havhig  cifculAled  loine  Reports  and  Papopt  cooMniiii|r  tii# 
B&le  SocmH7<»  among  the-ahip^  company,  on  the  HA  inataat,  all  handb  wen 
miMfcewd  this  day,  and  he  .proposed  to  them  to  lorm  a  Bible  Associatida. ' 
Tins  being  unanimoualj  approyed  o^  it  was  Reaolved,  that  the  fi>UQwing  be 
the  Bules  and  Regubtions  :*« 
:   [BoTM  eofv  the  Ruki  at  interUd  te  iU/hurik  UvUim  of  tkh  Soeiim,} 

13th  January — This  day  the  subscribers  were  cdlled  together;  and  the^ 
Treasurer  reported,  that  he  h»d  7 A  lit*  in  hsnd  i  when  it  was xesolved  una- 
nimously to  lay  out  part  of  it  in  the  purchase  of  the  following  Bibles  and 
Testaments;  viz. 

6  Minion  Bibles  .  • at  6«.  M  . 

6  Nonpareil  ditto 4«.  4ii.  . 

10  Brevier  Testaments,  calf.  .  .  Sf.  4^.  . 
6  Spanish  ditto  ....  ditto  •  •  Sf.  9^* 
S  Portuguese  ditto  .  .  ditto  .  •  8«.  9dL 


which  I  accordixigly  received  from  tiie  Depositaiy  of  the  Cork  Bible  Soaiety, 
with  a  bill  and  receipt  for  the  amount 

IMth  Mai^^^At  andior,  oflT  Fimchal,  Mkdeinu 
A  Portuguese  Friar  came  on  board ;  and  seeing  one  of  the  Testamentfly 
bened  hard  for  a  copy,  offering  to  pay  any  price  the  captain  asked :  he  was 
told  what  it  cost,  and  gladly  ^dd  down  ibe  money.  In  the  evening  two 
other  friars  came,  and  wished  to  buy  copies;  but  as  we  had  so  few,  we  only 
let  them  have  one  more  at  cost  price.  They  seemed  rgoiced  to  get  ei^en 
this  one,  and  begged  we  would  bring  out  more,  if  we  ever  made  the  voyifle 
tfain.  It  would  be  a  happy  thmff  if  sailors  thought  more  of  the  Bim 
iSemaelvesi  and  then  they  would  &nk  more  of  ^vmg  it  to  others. 

Sd  May.*-lUo  Janeiro. 
Tis  a  great  pity  we  did  not  bring  out  more  Spanish  and  Portuguese  Tea- 
taments,  aa  we  could  sell  hundreds  of  copies  here  at  the  cost  prices.  This 
day  we  ^oted  one  gratuitously  to  a  poor  Spanish  sailor,  who  had  been  a 
prisoner  in  England  during  the  war;  and  who  told  us,  with  tears,  that  he  had 
never  forgotten  the  comfixrt  ha  derived  from  the  Testament  given  to  him 
at  that  time,  but  which  he  lost  nbea  ahipwncfced  on  hia^vofage  to  8paia» 

4th  May.— Mr.  BeUarmo^  one  of  the  consignees  of  the  cargo,  came  on 
hoard;  and  understanding  the  ^an  of  our  BiUe  AaBodntien,  ^ve  us  a  don^ 
tion  of  one  guinea,  and  offered  to  take  all  our  stock  of  I^Mfuah  and  Portu^ 
nese  Testaments  at  cost  prices,  to  distribute  among  deserviiw  pogc  psoplUb 
Tliis  was  cheerfiilly  agreed  to,  and  they  were  delivered  aocormngly. 

1 7th  August— At  anchor  in  Stromneis  Harbour,  Orkney. 

The  captain  broug^ht  a  gentleman  from  shore,  who  had  just  received  a 
packet  of  books  and  papers  from  London.  All  hands  were  caUed  on  dedc ; 
and  he  gave  us  sn  account  of  the  proceedings  of  the  British  and  Foreign 
Bible  Society  at  home  and  abroad,  and  distributed  some  of  the  papers 
among  the  crew.  He  then  told  us  the  following  anecdote,  which  was  the 
more  interesting,  as  tha  place  where  we  lay  was  the  spot  where  Uie  oircum.- 
8|ance  ocqirred  :— 

^  Last  year,'  said  he^  ^  a.v«asel  fioaa Sledholm,  ia.fiNraden«  was  drivw 
inon  our  coast  in  atremfndous  n]e»  and  became  a  tatal  wttd;,  situated  so 
that  no  human  ud  could  possibly  he  adminaatcrad  for  the  prawrvation  of 
the  crew.  In  a  short  time  after  the  vessel  struck^  she  went  to  pieces* 
llie  spectators  on  shore  b^eld  with  pungent  gdef  the  awfiil  aituation  o(. 
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B  board;  but  thoae  on  diore  could  vender  no  aanstanoe.  AU  on 
board  periflbed,  except  <Hie  man ;  and  he  was  driven  bj  themercileaB  wareii 
upon  a  piece  of  the  wredi,  entwined  amongst  the  ropes  attached  to  the  mast 
Umifmnkti  and  kmif-drmmedy  he  reached  the  shore,  and  was  disengaged  b7 
the  spectators  from  his  heart-rending  situation.  As  soon  as  thej  rescued 
him,  the  J  observed  a  small  parcel  tira  firmlj  round  his  waist  wiUi  a  hand* 
kerdiie£  Some  concluded  it  was  his  mone/;  others,  it  was  the  ship** 
papers ;  and  others  said  it  was  iiis  watch.  The  handkerchief  was  unloosed; 
and  to  their  surprise  and  astonishment,  it  was  his  Bible— «  Bible  given  to 
the  lad*s  &ther  from  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Sodet/.  Upon  the 
blank  leaf  was  a  prajer  written.  That  the  Lord  might  make  the  present 
gift  the  means  of  saving  his  son*s  souL  Upon  the  other  blank  leaf  was 
an  account  how  the  Bible  came  into  the  old  man*s  hands ;  and  that  gratitude 
Co  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  which  inspires  the  heart  of  every 

ii.-«>f 
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7.— OBSERVATIONS. 

I.  On  board  small  vessels,  where  the  duties  of  Treasurer  and 
Secretary  are  discharged  by  the  same  individual,  one  book  may 
suffice  for  all  purposes.  In  such  cases,  one  half  of  the  leaves  should 
be  appropriated  to  the  Minutes,  and  the  other  half  be  ruled  accord- 
ing to  the  specimens  for  the  Cash  and  Bible  Accounts. 

II.  The  numbers  prefixed  to  the  subscribers'  names  in  the  Cash 
Book  (Specimen,  No,  I.)  should  be  continued  uninterruptedly.  Thus 
the  last  entry  will  always  sliew  the  total  number  of  contributois 
since  the  establishment  of  the  Association, 

in.  The  entries  of  all  receipts  and  paymenU»  and  of  Bibles  and 
Testamente  received  and  delivered,  should  be  made  a/  the  time,  and 
thus  the  risk  of  error  will  be  materially  dhnim'shed. 

IV.  At  the  close  of  evay  year,  the  names  of  those  suscribers  who 
contmue  their  contributions,  should  be  transferred  to  the  next 
blank  page  of  the  Cash  Book,  with  the  amounto  which  they  have 
respectively  paid  since  ike  last  Annual  Report  was  presented. 
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Chiiatiai^wmsunduguifledlj  written  b/ the  oM  man.  The  request  wu,  that 
the  son  should  make  it  the  man  of  his  counsel ;  and  it  stated,  that  he  could 
not  allow  his  son  to  depart  firom  home  without  giving  him  the  best  pledge  of 
his  loTe— a  Bible,  although  that  gift  deprived  the  other  parts  of  the  fiunily  oC 
this  invaluable  blessing.  The  Bible  bore  evident  marks  of  being  often  read.'  • 
The  Treasurer  presented  a  report  of  the  funds  of  the  Association ;  and  it 
WW  unanimouslj  resolved,  that  the  sum  of  5/.  13#.  1 1  A,  being  the  bahince  in 
hand,  should  be  remitted  as  a  free  gift  to  the  Hull  Auxiliary  Society,  forthe 
general  object  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society;  and  that  a  copy 
of  the  Report,  this  day  read  to  the  subscribers,  should  be  signed  by  the 
Treasurer  and  Secretary,  and  sent  to  the  said  Auxiliary  Society.*' 

•  This  anecdote  was  related  at  a  Meeting  of  the  Aberdeen  Auxiliary  Bible 
Sbdety,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Grant  of  Orkney,  who  was  an  eye-witness  of  the  scene. 
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V.  Every  subscriber  who  has  paid  up  the  cost  price  should  be 
immediately  supplied  with  the  Bible  or  Testament  which  he  has 
selected  ;  but  no  gratuitous  grant  should  be  made  without  the  ap- 
probation of  the  subscribers  at  large. 

VI.  On  board  a  ship  belonging  to  the  port  of  London,  a  Bible 
Association  was  formed  in  the  year  1817i  comprising  thirty-two 
individuals.  Shortly  after  its  formation,  those  of  the  crew  who  were 
destitute  received  Bibles  and  Testaments;  and  the  immediate  effect 
of  their  perusal  and  of  reflection  was,  a  resolution  to  levy  a  fine  of 
sixpence,  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  tlie  Association,  on  every  seaman 
who  uttered  an  oath  or  a  profane  expression.  This  was  unani* 
mously  agreed  to  b^  all  the  sailors  -,  and  everjr  man  who  subse- 
quently entered  was  mvited  to  sign  the  agreement.  In  one  instance 
only,  during  a  period  of  eleven  months,  was  it  found  necessary  to 
enforce  this  fine.  Were  a  similar  plan  generally  and  spontaneously 
adopted,  the  character  of  British  seamen  woiud  speedily  be  ele- 
vated in  the  opinion  of  those  whose  esteem  is  most  valuable. 
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AModatUms  huve  contriliuted  laigelj. — Ability  of  Seamen  to  co-operaie. 


SECTION  VL 

GENERAL  REMARKS. 

In  submitting  a  few  observations  which  naturaHy  arise  out 
of  the  preceding  details^  the  author  is  paisfully  sensible  that 
his  views  may  not  altogether^accord  with  those  of  some 
highly-valued  ^ends ;  but  as  it  is  his  avowed  design  to  ofier 
such  suggestions  as  appear  to  him  calculated  to  improve  the 
•  system,  those  friends  wUl  at  least  do  justice  to  his  motives. 

1.  OF  the  great  importance  of  exciting  and  encouraging  in 
seamen  an  interest  in  the  possession  and  universal  circulation 
of  the  holy  scriptures,  there  cannot  be  a  second  opinion 
among  the  friends  of  the  Bible  Society.  And  as  it  has  been 
abundantly  proved,  tiiat  Associations  on  Board  sltips  are  the 
most  effectual  means  by  which  this  interest  is  produced,  it 
follows,  that  every  Marine  Bible  Society  should  be  so  consti* 
tuted  as  to  promote  their  establishment  and  ^tension. 

2.  It  should  be  a  fundamental  principle  of  Bible  Associa* 
tions,  that  they  shall  at  least  support  themselves,  if  they  do 
not  contribute  to  the  funds  of  the  Parent  Society ;  and  in 
numerous.instances  they  have,  highly  to  their  praise,  liberally 
supported  the  foreign  objects  of  the  institution.  This  prin^ 
ciple  is  practically  applied  throughout  the  kingdom:  its 
operations  are  beheld  in  the  crowded  lanes  and  alleys  of  the 
metropolis ;  among  the  dense  population  of  our  manufacturing' 
districts;  and  in  me  scattered  cottages  of  our  peasantry :  but, 
hitherto,  it  has  scarcely  been  called  into  exercise  in  reference 
to  our  seamen ;  and  it  would  be  difficult  to  assign  an  adequate 
reason  for  this  remarkable  exception.  In  the  former  cases, 
the  earnings  of  the  labourer  or  mechanic  are  appropriated 
to  the  purchase  of  the  daily  bread  for  himself  and  his  family: 
in  the  tatter,  the  sailor  is  provided  with  that  bread  by  his 
employer,  and  his  wa^es  are,  comparatively,  clear  gtdn.  The 
abiliiy  to  subscribe  which  a  seamen  possesses,  is,  in  general, 
£u:  superior  to  that  enjoyed  bv  the  great  mass  of  our  labour- 
ing population.  It  is  thererore  submitted,  that  the  same 
prmciple  which  governs  the  society  in  repect  to  the  latter, 
should  be  applied  throughout  the  whole  extent  of  its  do- 
mestic operations. 

8.  It  affords  matter  for  serious  reflection,  whether  Marine 
Bible  Societies,  and  especially  Associations,  may  not  be  made 
the  principal  instrument  of  effecting  a  change  in  the  habits 
and  character  of  our  seamen.  Proverbially  careless  and  pro- 
fligate, and  having  every  necessary  provision  and  comfort 
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and  importaBce  of  encounging  them.  ' 

d[>undantly  sugpued,  they  require  to  be  taught  the  value  bf 
money ^as  the  means  of  attaining  future  independence.  Let « 
the  registers  of  our  saj^ings  banks  be  examined,  and  it  will 
appeac^at  the  deposit  of  a  sailor  is  a  rare  and  remarkable 
occurrSce ; — ^but  let  the  haunts  of  profligacy  and  vice  be 
vurveyeOi  and  his  abilUy  to  Ify  bv  a  portion  of  his  wttMss  will 
t/^e  to  be  a  matter  of  doubt'  Tne  question  then  is,  Whether 
you  do  not,  by  giving  hiro  that  which  he  has  the  power  to 
purchase^  diminish  the  value  of  what  you  bestow,  and  confinn 
rather  than  counteract  the  influence  of  haWt  ? 

4  But  considerations  t>f  infinitely  higher  moment  are  in- 
Yolyed.  Every  observation  submitted  in  the  preceding  chi^ 
tera^  with  regard  to  t)ie  tendency  of  Bible  Associations  to 
purify  and  ekvate  the  tone  of  moral  feefing,  and  to  awaken 
the  benevolent  principle,  appUes  with  increased  force  to  sear' 
men.  The  very  j;iature  of  tiieir  occupation  furnishes  an  argu-  "" 
ment  to  strengthen  the  appeal  Every  region  they  visit  sup- 
plies a  claim  oif  their  sjnrapathv  and  kindness.  But  to  excite 
and  cherish  the  inclination  to  do  good,  they  must  be  tolcl  how 
it  can  be  eflected,  and  instructed  in  the  mode  of  proceedina; 
This  is  one  of  the  most  important  objects  of  a  Marine  Bib^ 
Society. 

5.  The  experience  of  several  V^an  justifiea  the  assertion, 
that  the  gratuitous  distribution  ot  the  Scriptures  at  home.ia 
neither  necessary  nor  prudent*  A  general  desire,  not  only  to 
possess,  but  to  assist  in  disseminating  the  sacred  records,  ia 
rapidly  increasing  throughout  the  kingdom ;  and  there  cannot 
be  a  doubt,  that,  by  the  adoption  of  proper  .measures,  our 
seamen  wiU  participate  in  this  feeling,  and  manifest  a  similar 
desire  to  leave  the  funds  of  the  Parent  Society  free,  for  those 
great  and  extended  objects  of  foreign  usefulness  which  are 
daily  assuming  a  more  important  aspect. 

6.  It  isjrespectfully  subnutted,  tiiat  the  instances  already 
adduced  confirm  the  justice  of  those  remarks,  and  illustrate 
their  tendency.  But  m  order  to  place  the  subject  in  a  more 
clear  and  practical  point  of  view,  the  following  recapitulation 
seems  necessary:— 

!•  The  Whitby,  HulU  and  Aberdeen  Societies,  ^  g,-,-.  Bibles  & 
collectively,  have  pttrcAo^ec^ii^Mtfcoi/^icej,  >  T^-fr-menta 
and  distributed  by  sale    .J    ^«**»™«*«* 

KemxtteA,  fw  the  general  object  of  the'VarentX    p  ^la    q    a 
InstUution,  a  surplus  balance  of j-  *.  xi5  .  ;^  .  5 

And  already  report  the  establishment  of  Twenty-Jive  Bibte 
Associations  on  board  the  ships  visited  by  them. 
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'CompantiTe  results.— Marine  Bible  Societies  established  in  America. 

II.  The  London  Merchant-Seamen's  Societyhas)  9100  Bibles  4c 

distribated  ^ra/ttt/ottf/y •  •  •  I    Testamenu. 

By  sale ; 305S  (£tt«. 

Eecehedfrom  the  ParentSodety,  by  the  remu-^  «. 
sion  of  the  balance  due  to  that  institution  >  £.  ll 
for  Bibles  and  Testaments .J  ==■ 

And  has  not  yet  reported  the  establishment  of  any  Bible 
Associations  on  board  the  ship»  visited. 

7.  In  submittiiur  this  comparative  statement,  it  is  far  from 
the  author's  design  to  infer  that  the  Committee  of  the  Mer- 
chant-Seamen's Society  have  been  remiss,  in  the  discbarge  of 
the  important  duties  confided  to  them.  In  their  Annual  Re- 
port for  1820,  they  express,  in  strong  terms,  **  the  regret  and 
disappointment  they  have  felt  at  tbe  backwardness  which  has 
been  shewn  by  the  merchants  ^d  ship-owners  in  general  to 
promote  the  society's  objects,  notwitnstan^ing  all  possible 
means  had  been  adopted  to  endeavour  to  awaken  the  interest, 
and  obtain  the  countenance  of  this  jrespectable  and  opulent 
class  of  society.**  And  it  appears,  by  a  comparison  of  that 
Report  with  the  statement  submitted  to  the  annual  meeting  in 
1819,  that  a  material  improvement  had  taken  place  in  the 
mode  of  distribution ;  the  proportion  of  gratuitous  grants  to 
sales,  during  the  first  year,  being  as  niTie  to  one^  but  in  the 
second  Bsfour  to  one.  That  this  improvement  has  been  pro- 
gressive during  the  third  year,  the  comparative  statement 
ffiven  in  the  preceding  division  of  this  section  afibrds  a  grati- 
fying evidence.  Still  it  must  be  acknowledged,  that  even  the 
present  state  of  this  society  is  not  such  as  becomes  the  metro- 
polis of  the  British  Empire,  and  the  first  mercantile  sea-port 
of  the  world.  If  there  be  any  defects  in  its  constitution,  the 
candour,  the  talents,  and  the  piety  of  diOse  who  superintend 
its  executive  details,  afibrd  the  bc^t  pledge  that  they  will  be 
remedied :  but  it  depends  on  the  merchants,  ship-owners,  and 
underwriters  of  London,  whether  this  important  institution 
ahall  assume  the  high  and  distinguished  rank  to  which  it  is  so 
eminently  entitled. 

8.  In  no  part  of  the  world  has  the  importance  of  Marine 
Bible  Societies  been  more  sensibly  felt,  than  in  the  United 
States  of  America.  Second  only  to  Great  Britain  in  the 
extent  of  her  mercantile  navy,  that  country  manifested,  at  an 
early  period,  a  cordial  interest  in  a  design  so  peculiarly  cal- 
culated to  elevate  the  moral  character  of  her  seamen.  In  the 
spring  of  1816,  a  Marine  Association  was  established  at  Phik- 
delphia,  countenanced  and  supported  b^  the  merchants  of 
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tiiftt  city.  This  example  was  speedily  followed  by  New  York, 
Charlesionj  and  Newhaven ;  and  there  is  every  reason  to  hope 
that  it  will  graduaUy  extend  to  every  ^ea-port  of  the  American 
Union.  The  Annual  Reports  of  these  societies,  and  of  the 
local  institutions  with  which  they  are  respectively  connected, 
afford  the  most  gratifying  testimonies  of  their  beneficial 
effects.  Of  these,  the  folkwing  will  be  read  with  peculiar 
interest : — 

*'  THe  Chaplain  at  the  navj-yard,  after  circulating  among  the  crew  of  tde 
Hornet  sloop  of  war  some  copies  of  the  First  Report  of  the  society,  and  ex- 
hibiting to  them  the  importance  of  possessing  the  holy  scriptures,  received 
the  following  address,  which  he  inclosed  to  the  Secretary  in  a  letter,  wherein 
he  remarks :-»'  Judge  for  yourself ;  for  I  have  not  lanffuage  to  express,  what 
JBiust  have  been  the  state  of  my  feelings,  when  the  mdosed  paper  was  put 
into  my  hands  this  day.  I  have  ascertained  that  it  was  written,  withovt 
any  assistance,  by  a  common  seaman  :-^ 
*  To  ihe  Rev,  John  Ireland—, 

^  We  the  subscribers,  fiilly  impressed  with  the  importance  of  the  truths 
promulgated  by  you,  kind  sir,  to  the  crew  of  the  Hornet  this  day,  are  de- 
einms  of  uniting  wiUi  our  Christian  brethren  in  the' dispersion  of  the  Gospel 
of  that  Jesus  to  whom  we  all  look  as  our  common  Saviour ;  and  for  that 
purpose  (with  our  gratefiil  thanks  to  you  for  your  kind  attention),  do  agrefr 
to  allow,  out  of  our  monthly  pay,  the  mites  affixed  to  our  respective  names, 
to  the  Bible  Marine  Society,  in  support  of  so  generous,  so  worthy,  and  so 
rJwrilahle  an  institution. 

^Uem  York,  Fek  1,  18  la* 

^  This  was  signed  by  fifty  of  the  crew.  The  sums  affixed  to  their  names 
were  from  six  cents,  to  one  dollar  a  month ;  the  whole  amounting,  during  the 
two  years  for  which  they  subscribed,  to  about  two  hundred  dollars.  •  This 
being  communicated  to  the  Board,  they  immediately  passed  a  resolution 
expressive  of  their  high  approbation  of  this  truly  generous  and  praiseworthy 
eonduct ;  and,  as  a  testimony  of  their  regard,  presented  to  each  of  the  men  a 
Bible.  The  purser  of  the  Hornet  agreeing  to  deduct  from  their  wages  the 
Slims  subscribed,  they  received  their  certificates  of  membership.  When  tho 
leaolution  was  communicated,  several  of  the  crew  became  members  for  life.** 

**'  A  short  time  since,  a  seaman  called  on  one  of  the  managers,  and  proposed 
mving  a  doUar  to  the  Marine  Bible  Society.  He  observed,  that  after  the 
Bible  was  put  on  board  the  vessel  in  which  he  sailed,  his  companions,  instead 
of  assembling  together  to  gamble  and  drink,  as  they  formerly  had  done, 
would  surround  any  one  who  was  disposed  to  reail  the  Bible,  and  listen  to  the 
instructions  of  heavenly  wisdom.** 

^'  A  ship  from  this  port  received  at  Canton  a  Bible  from  another  ship 
belonging  to  this  country.  The  crew,  consisting  of  about  thirty,  began  to 
read  it,  and  soon  became  dissatisfied  with  their  former  mode  of  spending 
their  leisure  hours.  They  destroyed  a  pack  of  cards  which  was  on  board; 
and,  during  their  voyage  home,  frequently  assembled  to  read  the  Bible. 
Not  satisfi^  with  one  copy,  they  resolved,  that,  should  they  arrive  in  New 
York,  they  would  have  Bibles  of  their  own.  Several  of  these  men  have 
joined  the  society.** 

The  Committee  of  the  New- York  Manne  Bible  Society,  from 
vrhose  Second  Annual  Report  the  preceding  Extracts  are  taken, 
pointedly  observe : — **  Of  the  Bibles  distributed  by  this  Society,  we 

z  2 
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do  Bot  know  of  a  single  instance  of  improp^  usqge :  but  we  know 
o^many  in  which  the  most  happy  effects  have  been  produced/* 

In  the  same  Report,,  a  remark  is  offered,  which  well  de- 
.aerves  the  serious  consideration,  not  only  of  the  Committees 
of  Marine  Bible  Societies,  but  of  every  individual  connected 
with  shippings  who  rightly  apinreciates  his  own  interest  :«— 

^  We  must  avail  ouraelvea  of  this  opportunity  to  suggest  to  merchanti^ 
ship-owners,  and  captains,  who  are  desurous  of  promoting  Uie*best  Inteieili 
of  aeamen,  the  importance  of  giving  a  preference  to  Uioae  men  wbo  are 
members  of  tliia  society,  a  list  of  whom  may  always  be  found  at  tfie  depv- 
sitoiy.  Seamen,  in  order  to  be  benefitted  in  this  way,  must  report  4bar 
names  at  tiie  depository,  whenever  they  come  in  firom  aea,  or  are  in  wsnt  cf 
employment." 

The  following  letter  from  Captain  W.  B.  Ostium,  of  Ae  Mf 
Pacific^  was  transmitted,  in  the  autumn  of  1817,  to  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Philadelphia  Marine  Society,  with  a  box  of 
Chinese  silks;  and  holds  out  an  example  worthy  of  general 
imitation : — 

''  Sn— On  my  departure  for  Canton,  last  year,  you  did  me  the  &voor  of 
placing  in  my  bands  a  number  of  copies  of  the  Holj  Bible,  fSar  the  purpose 
jof  distribution.  I  have  now  the  satisfiM^tion  to  infbrm  you,  that,  in  eveiy 
Instance,  they  ha^e  been  received  with  emotions  of  joy  and  gratitude. 

^'  Highly  a^reciAting  the  olgects  of  your  institution,  while  at  Canton,  I 
originated,  amons  our  countrymen  there,  a  subacriptim  in  aid  of  your  ftinds; 
and  feel  much  pleasure  in  communicating  to  you  the  result.  One  hundred 
dollars  were  paid  to  me  at  Cuiton,  and  aeventy  dollars  subscribed  payable 
ia  Philadelphia.  Believing  that  the  interest  of  the  society  would  be  pro- 
moted by  ike  measure,  I  invested  the  hundred  dollars  in  Canton  goods; 
which,  together  with  the  original  book  of  subscription,  and  thirty  ddhuai 
aince  collected,  I  now  commit  to  your  care,  with  my  wannest  wishes  ftr  the 
prosperity  and  usefulness  of  your  association.  If  this  humble  effort  to  sub- 
serve the  cause  of  religion  and  truth  should  meet  your  approbation,  I  afaall 
be  amply  re\nu:ded.  W.  B.  OSMAN.** 

9.  In  the  year  1818,  a  Marine  Bible  Association  was  formed 
in  the  city  of  Stockholm,  which  distributed,  within  the  first 
year,  nearly  ibtee  hundred  New  Testaments  to  the  seamen 
belonging  to  Ae  squadron  in  ordinary  at  that  port.  "  But 
(observe  the  Committee)  there  are  still  three  hundred  more 
marines,  and  seven  hundred  enrolled  seamen,  who  are  looking 
up  to  your  Committee  to  fulfil  Aeir  hopes,  which  have  been 
80  long  deferred :  the  intention  is,  to  give  each  of  them  a  NeF 
Testament  in  duodecimo,  that  it  may  be  carried  either  in  tii^ 
knapsacks  or  tea-chests,  when  ordered  upon  duty.** 

^  £temity*s  vast  ocean  lies  before  us. 
Give  the  mind  sea-room ;  keep  it  wide  of  earth. 
That  rock  of  smils  immortal ;  eut  the  cotd. 
Weigh  anchor,  spread  the  sails,  call  every  wind. 
Eye  tbe  great  Pole  Star— make  the  i.a»  or  irrx  !'* 


Grand  Jimctioii  and  General  Canal  Aasociadon. 


This  appeafs  fo  be  the  ihost  suitable  place  for  introducing 
a  Ibrief  sketch  of  an  institution,  which  holds  a  kind  of  inter- 
medhte  rank  between  Marine  Bible  Societies  and  those  of  a 
more  general  description.  Hie  establbhment  referred  to  was 
ferMed  at  Paddington,  on  the  20th  of  March  1816,  and  was 
d^gnated  "  The  Grand  Junction  and  General  Canal 
BlBtE  Association,**  tinder  the  distinguished  patronage  of 
the  Bishops  of  Durham^  Norwich,  and  Gloucester  ^  and  con- 
ducted by  a  President,  Tri$asurer,  three  Secretaries,  and  a 
GominiitiMi  consisting  of  thirty-three  oAier  gentiemeiL  The 
object  of  this  Association  was  defined  in  an  Address,  from 
itkkh  the  foDcft^g  is  ai^  eitr^t  :— 

**  The  number  of  persons  employed  in  navigating  the  boats  on  the  Grand 
Junction  and  other  canals,  ii  estimated  at  about  6000 :  including  their  wives 
sM  fimilies,  the  numbier  id  proboibly  not  less  than  90,000.  "niese  maj  M 
Mid  akdoft  ttf  Jfnr  npott  the  water  t  and,  b^  the  peeuliar  nature  of  their 
ooeupatioiiy  are  precluded  all  oppertunity  df  attending  j[iublic  wordiip  on  the 
■abbath-day.  For  this  deprivation,  no  remedj  offers  itself,  equal  to  that  of 
providing  them  with  copies  of  the  holj  scriptures.  The  Bible  is  the  word 
of  lifb; — it  is  the  Christianas  grand  charter ;  it  is  his  guide  through  a  world 
of  sorrow  to  a  world  of  happiness ;  it  is  the  rich  man's  best  tt«asure;  the 
pcor  nani's  best  friend.  The  olgect  of  this  institution  is  thorefore  to  supply 
these  people  with  BiblA  and  Testaments  at  cost  or  reduced  prices.  The 
experiment  has  already  been  made ;  and  the  propossl  has  been  most  cordially 
and  grateAilly  received :  many  Bibles  and  Testaments  have  been  eagerly 
ptochased;  and  there  appears,  on  in^iry,  a  great  and  increasSng  destee  to 
I  the  Word  of  God.*' 


On  the  establishment  of  this  society,  a  crant  of  thre^ 
fanndred  Bible9  and  Testaments  was  immediately  made  by 
the  Committee  of  the  Parent  Institution,  of  which  the  major 
proportion  were  speedOy  and  ffratefully  purchased  by  the 
boatmen.  In  the  spring  of  ISlC  it  was  deemed  advisable  to 
umte  this  association  to  the  North- West  London  Auxiliary 
Society,  a  measure  which  has  been  attended  with  ver^  con- 
siderable advantage.  As  the  constitution  of  this  society  is 
precisely  similar  to  that  of  other  associations,— although  its 
object,  as  already  observed,  is  restricted  to  the  supply  of  the 
canal  boatmen  and  their  families, — it  is  only  necessary  to  add 
ihe  following  summary  of  its  results : — 

Total  Amount  paid  to  the  Auxiliary  Society  .  •  £.4t5  ■  0. 10 

Total  Number  of  Bibles  and  TestamenU  distributed  .  .  426. 

Nor  has  the  progress  of  this  little  Association  been  unaccom- 
panied by  those  collateral  benefits  which  never  fiiil  to  follow 
the  establishment  of  Bible  Societies.  At  an  early  period  after 
its  formation,  a  ''  Canal  Schoor  was  instituted  at  Paddington, 
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School  for  the  Education  of  Children  of  Boatmen. 

for  the  education  of  the  children  of  the  boatmen ;  in  reference 
to  whom  the  Committee  of  the  Auxiliary  Society  observe ; — 

,  ^'  There  are  alreadj  more  than  150  children,  lately  running  about  the 
whaifs  in  idleness  and  ignorance,  but  now  making  a  progress  in  reading  and 
writing,  and  especially  in  a  knowledge  of  the  Bible,  which  has  been  truly 
gratifying  and  surprising  to  all  who  have  attended  in  order  to  examine  them. 
It  18  but  a  just  tribute  to  a  humble  and  worthy  individual,  to  state,  that  ihii 
■chool  owed  its  commencement  to  the  zeal  and  benevolence  of  a  gtntUwmt 
servant^  who  had  frequently  witnessed  with  regret  the  ignorance  of  these 
boatmen^s  children,  and  which  induced  him  modestly  to  exert  what  influence 
he  possessed  with  others  in  their  behalf,  in  which  he  succeeded  beyond  hia 
most  ardent  expectation.  It  should  also  be  subjoined,  as  a  fiur  addition  to 
this  sketch,  that,  besides  certain  small  donation^  this  individual  has  loideied 
hia  name  as  a  subscriber  of  not  leas  than  a  guinea  a  year.** 

In  reference  to  this  particular  subiect,  it  would  be  unjust 
to  omit  an  allusion  to  the  exemplary  Committee  of  the  Uxbndge 
Auxiliary  Society,  who  adopted  measures  in  the  year  1812 
for  supplying  this  long-neglected  class  of  men  with  the  holy 
scriptures,  by  aDotting  a  Bible  of  a  large  print  to  each  of  the 
barges  navigating  the  canal  between  Brentford  and  Rickmans* 
worth.  In  order  more  effectually  to  insure  the  object  of  this 
benefaction,  they  directed  the  Bible  to  be  attached  to  the 
bai^e  itself,  by  a  printed  label  specifying  its  name,  and  in* 
Titinff  all  persons  employed  therein  to  avdl  themselves  of  the 
privuege  of  reading  it  It  is  earnestly  hoped  that  those 
examples  will  be  more  generally  followed  by  Local  Bible 
Societies  on  the  line  of  our  numerous  canals  and  navimble 
rivers ;  and  that  those  who  feel  interested  in  the  monu  and 
spiritual  welfare  of  this  class  of  our  labouring  population,  wiQ 
co-operate  in  this  work  of  mercy,  anticipating  His  blessing 
who  hath  said,  "  Cast  thy  bread  upon  the  waters;  for  thou  shm 
find  it  after  many  days," 
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^  8BS  STKETCHETH  OUT  BE»HAWD  TO  THE  POOS;   TEA,  SHE  SEACHETH 
rOSTH  BEJl  BAXDS  TO  THE  VEEDT."  PROVERBS,  ^XXI.  90, 


PRELIMINARY  OBSERVATIONS. 

L  In  no  respect  is  the  present  age  more  peculiarly  dis- 
tinguished, than  by  the  disposition  so  strongly  and  generally' 
manifested  by  the  Female  Sex  to  co-operate  in  those  exten- 
sive plans  of  mercy  and  benevolence,  which  have  shed  around 
it  a  lustre  unknown  to  any  former  period.  To  those  who  are 
acquainted  with  the  modern  literature  of  our  country,  it  must 
be  evident  that  a  ^eat  and  important  change  has  gradually 
taken  place  in  the  Female  character; — that  the  intellectual 
powers  have  been  more  diligently  studied  and  assiduously 
cultivated;  the  superiority  of  mental  pursuits  more  fully 
appreciated;  and  uial^  without  forfeiting  a  particle  of  that 
deucacy,  for  the  sacrifice  of  which  no  attainment  can  com«- 
pensate.  Woman  has  assumed  a  higher  title  to  our  admiration 
and  esteem.  Nor  is  it  less  obvious,  that  this  general  improve- 
ment is  owing,  in  no  inconsiderable  degree,  to  the  admirable 
writings  of  many  enlightened  females,  and  especially  to  those 
of  one  venerable  character,  who  may  justly  be  entitled  the 
Moralist  of  her  Sex.  But  it  is  the  practical  application  of 
the  lessons  thus  acquired,  which  we  are  now  called  on  to  con- 
template. The  acquisition  of  knowledge,  however  extensive^ 
loses  half  its  value  if  it  be  not  communicated  to  others ;  and 
that  benevolence  is  of  a  very  questionable  nature,  which  can 
■  rest  satisfied  with  a  desire  to  be  useful,  but  makes  no  sacrifice 
and  no  efibrt  to  accomplish  the  object  of  its  wishes.  .  Happjly 
for  the  interests  of  our  country  and  of  humanity ;  happily 
for  the  children  of  poverty  and  wretchedness ;  the  Women  of 
Great  Britain  have  afforded  an  illustration,  unequalled  iii 
the  ann&b  of  ^e  world,  of  a  truth  which  no  sophistry  can 
heveafter  successfully  assail, — that  the  cultivatioii  of  ttie  mind 
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u  not  incompatible  with  the  indulgence  of  the  best  feelings 
of  the  heart  We  behold  them  assisting,  with  steady  per- 
severancCy  in  those  various  plans  for  the  education  of  the  poor, 
to  which  the  public  att^ntipn.ha^  been  at  length  awakened: 
we  see  them  ascertaining,  by  patient  and  painful  investigation, 
the  nature  and  extent  of  hulnan  suffering,  in  its  most  obscure 
abodes ;  and  applying,  with  system  and  effect^  those  remedies 
which  strike  directly  at  its  source :  and  we  may  follow  thdr 
Qoiseless  footsteps  into  the  receptacles  of  guilt  and  misery— 
into  those  gloomy  mansions  from  which  ours  have  too  Ion? 
dirunk  back  appalled — and  mark  the  transformation  which 
gentleness,  wisdom,  and  religion,  can  produce  within  the  walb 
of  a  duneeon.  It  is  in  the  contemplation  of  scenes  Uke  these 
that  Christianity  appears  in  all  her  loveliness,  because  con- 
sistent with  herself,  by  exhibiting  the  necessary  and  indispen- 
aable  connexion  of  faith  and  works,  of  knowledge  and  obe- 
dience. Nor  is  there,  in  the  records  of  Benevolence,  It  more 
striking  evidence  of  this  consistency,  than  that  which  now 
demands  our  consideration.  Strange  indeed  would  it  have 
been,  had  the  Females  of  Great  Britain  pursued  the  path  of 
duty  in  any  light  but  that  which  is  reflected  from  the  Bible  $ 
and  stranger  still,  had  they  hesitated  to  co-operate  in  pro- 
moting its  universal  diffusion ! 

S.  It  cannot  however  be  deided,  that  some  real  friends  of 
the  Bible  Society  have  been  disposed  to  question  the  pro* 
priety  and  expediency  of  Female  exertion  in  this  great  and 
good  work:  and  although  their  fears  have  almost  invariaUv 
subsided,  wherever  Ladies*  Societies  have  been  estaWdied^ 
the  acknowledged  importance  of  the  subject,  and  the  progrea- 
aive  extension  of  the  system,  not  only  throughout  this  kin^* 
dom,  but  in  foreign  oountries,  demand  an  investigation  of  dw 
nature  and  extent  of  those  doubte  which  have  b^en  suggested, 
and  which,  in  many  instances,  have  arisen  from  ignorance  oi 
xnisrepreseotation  pf  the  plan  adopted  and  pursued.  To  those 
who  can  perceive  no  impropriety  in  admitting  individuals  of 
the  female  sex  to  the  participation  of  die  duties  and  pxivi« 
leges  of  practical  benev<Jence,  this  inquiry  must  appear  al- 
together superfluous;  since  th^  cannot  find,  either  m  Scrip- 
ture or  common  sense,  an  adequate  reason  for  dapriving  ods 
half  of  our  specks  of  the  highest  source  of  gratification  of 
which  it  is  susceptible-— the  manifestation  of  hve  to  God^  hf 
**  good-will  to  men.*'  If  it  be  right  that  tibey  should  assist  m 
the  education  of  the  poor,  it  cannot  be  wrt^ng  that  they  dioold 
circulate  that  sacred  volume^  which  is  the  only  solid  founda- 
^on  of  moral  instruction,  and  by  which  lliey  axe  enjoined  to 
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tnun  up  cbildten  **  in  ike  nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Ijord!^ 
If  it  be  proper  thttt  they  should  visit  the  habitations  of  iii<ti« 
ffcnoe,  tor  the  purpose  of  allemting  the  miseries  of  their 
felhiw-creature&  it  cannot  be  improper  to  refer  the  sons  and 
daughters  of  affliction  to  the  only  source  of  consolation  and 
rapport  If  we  behold  with  admiration  the  success  of  theii^ 
persevering  efibrtSi  to  reclaim  the  viciousi  and  reform  tiie 
criminal,  shaH  we  withhold  the  tribute  of  praise,  when  tiie  same 
seal  and  prudence  are  displayed  in  curcuiating  the  everlasting 
Gospel  of  Him  who  came  ^'  to  Und  up  the  broken-hearted,  to 
proclaim  liberty  to  the  captiom^  and  the  opening  of  the  prison  i6 
them  that  are  bound  P^  If  it  be  deemed  consistent  witii  the 
highest  attributes  of  the  Female  character,  to  a4mini8ter  io 
the  ti»nporal  necessities  of  the  poor  and  destitute,  but  incon- 
alstent  to  supply  them  with  spiritual  food,  we  admit  a  paradox 
wluch  reason  and  Scripture  alike  reject, — tiiat  the  em  is  de- 
pendent on  the  value  of  the  blessing  conferred;— that  it  ia 
right  to  dispense  an  inferior  good,  but  improper  to  bestow 
the  highest  gift  which  one  created  being  can  communicate  to 
aiiodier« 

3.  *But  it  has  been  asked,  whether  Ladies  could  devote 
the  requisite  portion  of  time  to  these  labours,  without  neg« 
lecting  their  domestic  duties,  relaxing  in  their  attention  to 
other  benevolent  establishments,  or  forfeiting  some  portion  of 
that  delicacy  which  is  the  peculiar  ornament  of  the  female 
character.  These  are  questions  which  should  be  openly  and 
candidly  met,  and  satis&ctorily  answered ;  for  no  considera- 
tion can  sanction  a  measure  susceptible  of  the  evils  which 
such  questions  pre-suppose. 

In  reference  to  the  first  inquiry,  it  might  well  be  asked. 
What  are  tiie  purposes  for  whicn  time  and  health  are  bestowed 
upon  us?     Is  there  no  practical  meaning  in  the  Divine  injunc- 
tion, Hum  shalt  love  thy  neighbour  as  thyself  P     Are  sordid 
cares  and  pleasures  to  absorb  every  thougnt?  or  shall  the 
current  of  benevolence  be  restrained  within  the  narrow  limita 
of  a  cold  and  heartless  calculation,  till  it  stagnate  into  selfish* 
ness? — But  let  the  objection  be  fcdrly  met:  we  have  the  best 

•  Should  the  rauler  percciTe  a  nmiUrity  In  »oine  of  th«i«  ^muk«  to  ^ 
pMMg*  io  th«  Fonnh  Annual  Report  of  the  Henley  Auzilbrj  Bible  SoeWty 
U  wUl  be  aocounted  for,  by  obMnring  tlMit  «he  Utter  wm  dwwn  up  by  the  nooi^j,. 
of  the  present  work.     He  take*,  however,  this  opportunity  to  diaclum  an  olj*^^^ 
tioneble  ptMsge  in  the  Appendix  to  that  Report,  which  wet  penned  by  UnoiK-^ 
hnd;  sod  cbeerftiUy  repeats  «i«   eawdid  acknowledgment  of  the  genU^iTTl 
dluM  UH  tl4a«BOotteipore  r^ruta  thu  pubUcetlon  ofthe  PM^gu  ui  t»im"^ 
tfaeA  the  person  who  un^uardedljr  ftntoonmUtedK  to  {Aper.     . 
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Evidence — ^that  of  the  Ladies  themselves — that  they  gain  time 
by  this  apparent  sacrificei  in  those  habits  of  system,  diligenoe^ 
and  attention,  which  they  have  acquired :— they  have  become 
economists  of  time,  by  perceiving  more  clearly  its  incalculable 
worth.  To  the 'fathers,  the  husbands,  and  the  brothers  of 
those  who  are  thus  occupied,  the  author  would  confidently 
appeal  for  a  refutation  of  the  objection  involved  in  Ais  ques- 
tion:— tfifiy  are  llie  only  competent  ^dges  in  such  a  case;  and 
ihey  are  well  aware  that  their  family  arrangements  are  not 
^Corse  ordered  and  conducted,  in  consequence  of  the  oflfering 
thus  made  on  the  altar  of  Christian  charity. 
'  The  second  inquiry  finds  its  best  reply  in  the  present  state 
of  every  district  wherein  a  Bible  Association  is  established. 
Never  were  the  wants,  the  feelings,  and  the  dispositions  of 
the  poor,  so  accurately  known,  nor  tiieir  distresses  50  promptly 
and  effectually  relieved :  and  it  should  be  remembered,  that 
diis  investigation  is  made,  and  this  relief  extended,  princi- 
pally, by  the  active  members  of  those  institutions.  As  this 
part  of  the  subject  will  be  more  fully  considered  in  Sect.  YL 
of  this  chapter,  it  may  be  sufficient  at  present  to  observe, 
that  Bible  Associations  have  not  only  given  a  stimulus  to 
local  feeling,  and  thereby  induced  the  establishment  of  phi* 
lanthropic  societies,  but  have  also  fed  the  flame  which  they 
were  made  the  instruments  of  kindling. 

With  respect  to  the  last  Question,  it  might,  indeed,  have 
some  ground  for  support,  if  Hie  public  proceedings  of  these 
institutions  devolved  on  females.  But  this  is  not  the  case :  they 
are  conducted,  exclusively ^^  by  the  gentlemen  of  the  Auxiliary 
dr  Branch  Committee  with  which  the  Associations  are  re- 
spectively connected;  and  at  the  general  meetings  of  the 
latter,  those  on  whom  the  previous  labour  had  fallen  are  un- 
known and  undistinguished.  Is  it  tlien  in  the  weekly  visits 
to  the  habitations  of  the  poor  that  we  are  to  trace  the  ele- 
ments-of  indecorum?  If  so,  it  must  be  wrong  to  visit  them 
for  any  purpose;  and  benevolence  is  monopolized  by  one  sex, 
to  the  total  exclusion  of  the  other.  But  where  are  the 
grounds  for  this  fear,  or  the  solitary  fact  by  which  it  is  sup- 
ported ?  Would  those  who  profess  to  entertain  it,  leave  the 
industrious  classes  of  society  a  prey  to  artful  and  desigmag 
men ;  and  suffer  the  poison  of  inndelity  to  be  infused  or  circu- 
late through  the  veins  of  our  country,  without  applvin^  the 
4ntidote  \mich  God  has  provided,  in  that  manner  which  the 
experience  of  nine  years  has  confessedly  proved  to  be  tl^ 
most  efficient  ?  If  such  objectors  were  influenced  by  ri^t 
motives,  and  would  only  approach  a  little  nearer,  and  examine 
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the  practical  tendency  of  those  meaaureB  which  they  con* 
demn,  they  would  speedily  perceive  the  fiaillacy  of  their  argu- 
ment: they  would  acknowledge,  that  the  robe  of  modesty  was 
never  tarnished  by  being  brought  into  contact  with  the  mande 
of  poverty ;  that  the  tear  of  the  widow  has  never  soiled,  nor 
the  sigh  of  the  orphan  blown  aside,  the  veil  of  feminine  deli- 
cacy ;  and  that  the  eye  of  heavenly  ^charity  has  never  lighted 
on  a  scene  more  accordant  with  the  purity  of  its  nature,  than 
Woman  entering  the  poor  man's  cottage,  and  bearing  to 
penury,  i^orance,  and  woe,  the  glad  tidings  of  mercy,  peace, 
and  happmess ! 

'  4.  On  such  a  subject,  the  most  unequivocal  testimony  it 
necessary:  and  the  author  gladly  avails  himself  of  a  recent 
publication,*  wherein  the  inquiries  to  which  he  has  alluded 
are  answered,  in  a  manner  that  precludes  the  necessity  of 
apologising  for  the  length  of  the  following  extracts,  wmch 
merit  a  fiEur  more  extensive  circulation  than  that  of  a  lood 
report 

**  To  the  formation  of  Ladies*  Associationa  and  their  collecting  amoi^iC 
the  houses  of  the  poor,  objections  have  been  made.  It  has  beoi  aaid  bf 
parents,  that  the  iime^  of  their  daughters  is  so  taken  up  in  the  acquisition  of 
the  different  branches  of  Jcnowledge,  that  such  occupations  would  ft«yfi<F"  an. 
injurious  interruption.  •  I^ut  the  sacrifice  of  time  is  not  great  9  for  after  the 
first  inquiry  to  ascertain  what  is  the  actual  want  of  Bibles  in  the  district,  one 
hour  is  amply  sufficient  for  the  weekly  collection ;  and  the  meeting  of  tha 
aaaodation,  at  which  it  is  necessary  for  the  collectors  to  give  in  their  contri» 
butions,  occurs  but  once  in  the  month^^^ai^  then  occupies  only  two  hours  at 
the  most.  This  therefore  cannot  be  a  very  injurimu  demand  upon  the  tiase 
of  the  most  studious:  but  were  the  sacrifice  required  much  greater,  surely  in 
this  enlightened  age  it  will  not  be  contended  that  mere  accomplishment  ia 
the  sole  or  even  principal  end  of  education  :  and  if  its  true  and  legitimattt 
aim  be  to  form  the  character  by  the  operation  of  proper  prindplea,  and  to 
ameliorate  the  heart  by  exciting  it  to  virtuous  feeling,  then  the  influence  of 
these  exertions  in  the  sacred  cause  of  humanity  and  religion  will  be  found  • 
most  powerful  and  efficacious  auxiliary ;  and  the  circumstance,  that  it  begina 
its  operation  when  the  routine  of  education  usually  ceases,  will  plead  strongly 
in  its  fiivour.  Indeed,  it  appears  to  your  Committee,  that  the  estimate  of 
benefits  arising  firom  the  Bible  Society,  in  its  influence  on  individual  cha- 
racter, has  either  not  yet  been  made  with  sufficient  accuracy,  or  at  least  hat 
not  met  with  the  attentbn  it  deserves.  The  human  mind  ia  formed  for 
activity ;  and  if  not  occupied  with  what  is  great  and  noble,  will  become  tho 
pvey  of  what  is  mean  and  contemptible.  '&  not  expanded  by  benevolenoa, 
it  will  contract  into  selfishness ;  and  if  not  trained  to  exertion  and  virtuoua 
BohMenial,  will  repose  itself  in  listless  indolence,  or  indulge  in  unreatninad 
aelf-ipitification.  The  contrast  of  character  arising  firom  the  effoots  of  auch 
opposing  habits  of  mind,  it  cannot  be'  necessary  to  exhibit;  for  even  where 
Heligion  does  not  exert  her  full  influence,  the  attraction  of  Virtue  in  her  own 
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Mtivs  krrdinMi  vffl  determine  the  pcnot:  and  it  only  ronauu  lor  the 
Committee  to  exhort  thoae  whose  hearts  have  thus  decided,  to  act  in  umaoa 
with  their  own  decision,  and  to  reject  the  inconsistency  of  opposing,  by  their 
eonduct,  the  principles  which  they  openly  pro&ss  and  interxully  appipve. 

**'  The  indecorum  of  young  women  entering  alone  into  the  cottages  of  the 
pMft  whmt  their  iheliiiga  might  he  hurt  by  imprqter  hoiguage,  or  their 
ddicecy  wounded  by  witnesaing  unpleasant  sceoes,  has  been  hroi^t  fbrwud 
«  another  argument  against  such  aasodationSi  Inanswerto  this,  your  Com« 
mittee  appealto  the  experience'of  those  ladies,  who  hare  ventured,  notwith- 
rtinding  these  ^predicted  dangers,  to  undertake  the  office  of  coHectoii. 
Tttat  they  have  observed  a  s£iklng  difference  among  the  poor  cannot  be 
^OOHd;  but  this  di£ference  has  only  operated  as  astimulus  to  further  exer- 
tion :  for  where  they  have  witnessed  comfort,  cleanliness,  and  reapectabilitjt 
tliey  have  almost  universally  found  the  Bible;  and  where  th^  have  encoun. 
lAr^  poverty,  wretchedness,  and  filth,  the  Bible  either  has  not  been  pos* 
iNMd,  or  has  been  utterly  dismoded.  And  with  respect  to  the  eellectoer 
themselTeSf  they  btiieve  that  th^  may  venture  to  affirm,  that  they  havoi 
|enerally  speaking,  been  received  with  civility  and  treated  with  reqiect;  or» 
u  at  first,  m  some  instances,  regarded  with  a  d^ree  of  jealous  apprefaen. 
aion,  they  have,  in  their  subsequent  viaita,  been  delighted  to  see  the  soowU 
i%sr^  of  distrust  softened  to  tlie  expresilon  of  wdcoiae  eoafideneei  the 
]o3k  of  defiance  brightened  into  the  smile  of  peace ;  and  the  countenance 
dad  with  cold  indifference,  warmed  by  the  fflow  of  animated  pleasure.  Sudi 
■B  ihtiereotirse  irith  their  superiors  is  emulated,  at  once,  to  soften  and 
iNltnanlBe^  the  manners  and  sentiments  of  the  lower  oiders,  to  <^cover  their 
iMnts  and  distresses  to  those  who  are  able  and  willing  to  relieve  them ;  and, 
^Mnd  is  a  pdnt  of  no  small  importance,  to  form  a  bond  of  union,  a  oon- 
iWetil^  link,  between  the  higher  and  lower  classes  of  the  conmnufkfty,  which 
ittay  be  capable,  in  some  degree,  of  supplym^  the  pbce  of  those  rdations, 
^^iilch  the  present  artifidal  state  of  society  has  dissolved,  and  the  want  of 
wkkh  is  already  so  severely  folt.  It  csnnot  be  denied,  that  theexdia^  of 
lAutuid  benefits  has  a  tendency  to  soften  and  ameliorate  the  heart;  and 
tfceygfl«ei»  both  the  ladies,  and  those  they  visit,  may  be  expected  to  be  gamers 
19^  Ihitf  intereourse.  But  if  it  still  be  said^  that  it  is  calcukted  to  impair,  if 
not  entirely  to  destroy,  the  dtHaiei^  and  refinement  of  manners,  so'  estimable 
and  necenary  to  tlie  female  character  ;»to  the  injury  done  to  the  manners, 
]^r  Gbmmittee  might  well  oppose  the  benefit  gained  to  the  heart.  But 
ttf^Mrentttre  to  take  a  Idgfaer  ground,  and  to  assert,  that  this  apprdiended 
Mfeiforation  ia  whoDy  fanamnary.  That  which  improves  the  mind  can 
never  injure  the  manners ;  rar  manner  is  but  the  expression  of  mind,  the 
image  of  internal  fedinff  reflected  by  external  conduct ;  and  that  poliidi  of 
manner  which  usually  distinguishes  weU^ucated  persons  is  to  be  tnused  to 
tli^  tnfiuenoe  whidi  education  has  had  i^xm  tiieir  mind&  The  sickly  refine* 
nk»it,  fostiffions  deficacy,  and  helpless  dependence  of  females,  which  was  tlie 
IM  of  fimner  yean,  hu,  if  they  mistake  not,  been  exploded  by  the  better 
taste  and  sense  of  the  present  age  $  and  if  genuine  sennbility,  and  tender- 
nets  of  foding,  be  the  only  real  source  of  that  propriety,  modesty,  and 
xMrement  of  Mmviour,  which  all  admit  to  be  essential  to  the  perfection  of 


the  female  chaxacter,  then  your  Committee  contend,  that  nothing  ts  to  be 
fiten^  on  this  account,  finrthose  whose  benevolence  may  lead  them  to  the 
rtfeages  of  the  poor^  where,  be  it  always  remembered,  the  inter 
oried  on  is  that  of  humanity  and  kindness  on  the  one  side,  and  of  n 
d  gtatltttde  on  the  other.** 

The  following  remarksy  tilough  not  bo  immediately 


C^P.  Yn.]  PRELUflNAJLT  OBSXRYATXO^S*  H9. 

■      ■  '  ■■■■■:■■■.      -.    k,.itS^^^^ 

The  wcrifice  on  the  port  of  the  Poor  is  Toluntarjr. 

=?=^gg  ■  >»     ■ 

nected  with  this  particular  branch  of  the  subject,  are  too  Talu* 
able  to  be  omitted:*— 

**  It  h^s,  however,  been  objected  by  some  benevolent  perwrns,  who  appesf 
to  have  conned  their  attention  to  one  view  of  the  sul^ect,  that  the  poof 
are  dfprtited  by  the  contributions  required  from  them,  and  that  theo^  arq 
induced  to  give  what  would  be  better  spent  upon  their  families.  In  anpw^ 
to  this,  it  may  be  observed,  that  all  that  Uie  ooUfectors  undertake,  is  tis 
explain  the  purpose  of  their  errand,  and  set  before  them  the  advantMes  of 
possessing  a  Bible.  They  are  then  left  to  decide  for  themselves— either  tA 
^ve  or  to  withhold— and  to  proportion  their  contributions  to  their  mes^^i 
and  as  the  smallest  sum  is  never  rejected,  or  received  with  contemj^t,  ikej: 
can  have  no  inducement  to  give  beyond  their  means^  Free  .contributi<nis 
from  the  labouring  classes  bear  a  veiy  small  proportion  to  the  whole  amount 
ecdlected,  and,  wheve  they  have  been  received,  have  always  been  vqliai* 
tarily  given :  nor  have  the  collectors  been  willmg,  by  re&aing  ftm^h  |9 
deprive  others  of  a  participation  in  those  benevol^t  feeling,  wihich  liavf 
contributed  so  largely  to  their  own  gratidcation.  By  Buch  conduct,  the 
poor  are  elevated  from  the  rank  of  beggars,  to  that  of  the  ben^&cton  of 
mankind;  and  in  teaching  them  to  be  generous  towards  ethers,  they  kam  ia 
be  just  to  themselves,  to  rise  fr^m  that  sUvte  of  helpless  deptndevce  wMi  ^ 
degrades  their  moral  character,  and  to  cultivate  those  irirtuta  w)»lcb  eDn<4ilt 
and  adorn  it  To  teach  the  poor  man  to  respect  himaeli^  is  the  Quly  methoa 
of  restoring  to  him  that  feeling  of  honest  independence,  the  want  of  i^hica 
ii  so  unlvmdly  acknowledged  and  lamented.  But  to  wroinpiish  this,  it  is 
necessary  to  shew  him  his  own  powers  and  resouioes ;  and  whether  this  mm 
he  move  effisetually  done,  than  by  nivinff  him  habits  of  Hberal  feeiana,  aal 
prudent  economy  in  order  to  gratify  such  feeHngs,  your  Comanittee  mifiingiy 
leave  it  to  the  candour  of  the  pub&!  to  decide.*' 

*^  At  a  period  like  this,  when  the  minds  of  Hie  lower  orders  have  beea 
exasperated  by  the  heavy  pressure  of  calamity,  the  peacefiil  influence  of  Ilia 
Bible  Society  is  peculiarly  needed.  Steeped  in  poverty,  and  drinking  ihe 
bitter  cup  of  suffering  to  its  last  dregs,  the  poor  have  been  lal&ly  imt^ 
to  regard  their  superiors  with  suspiaon  and  disltte.  lisft  to  f*T*gg*^  akae 
w^ith  the  complicated  hardsb^  of  their  lot,  unpiUed  and  unkaoiter  sfiA 
.driven  almost  to  desperatian  bj  the  distrssses,  which  they  have  been  vmib 
to  believe  were  wantonly  entailed  upon  them  by  the  great;  ie«enge  Ar 
imaginary  wrangi,  and  what  tiiey  called  tbeir  i^jmed  xmlts,  has  appeane^i 
in  too  many  instances,  to  usurp  the  place  of  heller  pnnnplefr  Sush  ii»- 
stanoea  have  been  met  with  by  the  coUeotors,  in  their  fespeotive  diskiicls. 
But  the  voice  of  compassion  has  struck  upon  their  ears,  and  their  heaals 
•have  vibrated  to  the  unwonted  sound :  the  look  of  pity,  or  1^  tear  of  lyv^ 
pathy,  has  awoke  the  kindlier  feelings  of  humanity  frosi  their  long  and 
death-like  sleep:  their  bosom  has  expimded  to  the  reeeption  of  belter  saaii 
meats;  and  envy,  hate,  and  vengesnoe,  the  demoos  of  Ihe  bumaa  ndad, 
have  fled  before  the  benignant  influence  of  love  and  p^  i  while  lasignafl 
submission,  and  patient  hq>e,  have  ocnipied  their  place. 

^  Ye  who  mingle  in  the  scen^  of  gaiefy  and  splendour,  ief«l  ia  .lfc» 
jluxuries  of  imagination,  or  tread  the  &y  freUs  of  plsaauw^  anii|id|aa^l|W 
•  by  the  gay  and  brilliant  prospect  that  sornmnda  you,  alike  feigefe  thai  a 
ekmded  atmospheite  may  ere  kog  ecHpae  in  darknces  those  sui^iteaBii  that 
now  flliine  upon  your  meridian  of  hapiuness,  or  that  there  ia  heyoad  th^ 
,  Ipiits  of  your  faorison  a  daric  and  drea^  iVg^  inlylnted  by  fpnt  and 
wretchedness  and  woe— listen  to  the  voice  of  t$pse  who  9ave  ai^ksned  msn 
't^e  dream  that  hitherto  has  enchanted  you ';  hear  tiiem  teH  whtft  ibey  bam 
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*'  I  will  only  add,  that,  oontempUtiiiff  the  xeoent  inatitiition  of  Bibi* 
Sodetiea,  begun  in  England,  and  extepmng  rapidly  throughout  the  worldy 
as  a  prodigious  effort  for  the  raising  of  a  mound  against  the  threatening 
faiundation  of  infidelity ;  as  being  auo  one  of  the  happiest  expedients  which 
have  been  devised,  for  spreading  the  knowledge  (^  the  Gospel  of  Christ ;  and 
as  tending  directly  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  asairanffs  gireii«  that  His 
kingdom  will  at  last  be  co-extensive  with  the  world ;  I  will  not  suffer  myqdf 
te  ^lieve  that  your  sex,  any  more  than  ours,  are  debarred  from  promoting 
these  bleased  end^  in  your  distinctive  diaracter.  Accoidingly,  I  take  the 
fibeity  of  exhorting  you  to  persevere  in  the  woik  begun,  and  of  asBurii^ 
you  (^  my  best  wishes,  and  my  prayers  for  your  success." 

7.  That  the  results  of  Ladies'  Bible  Associations,  and  the 
eonduct  of  those  who  take  an  active  part  in  their  concemi^ 
have  fully  justified  the  observations  just  quoted,  and  aniplj 
satisfied  the  warmest  friends  to  these  in«|^tutiions,  is  a  ftct 
which,  however  gratifying,  excites  no  surprise.  It  is  pre- 
cisely what  was  anticipated  from  British  and  from  Christian 
Females:— ^A^y  have  i^membered,  that  it  was  by  honoured 
individuals  of  their  sex  the  Redeemer  of  the  World  was 
attended,  during  his  sojourn  upon  earth;  that  they  ^*  minislerei 
4o  Him  of  their  substance  f — followed  Him  even  unto  Calvary; 
«nd  were  the  last  to  leave  His  cross,  and  the  first  to  announce 
His  glorious  resurrection  from  the  dead: — they  have  borne 
in  mind,  that  it  was  to  a  W<Mnan  the.encouraging  language 
«ra8  addressed,  <^  She  hath  done  what  she  could:*"  and  in  aaaii^ 
ing  to  distribute  die  divine  legacy  of  His  (Gospel,  they  have 
found  they  were  fulfilling  one  of  their  highest  duties,  exer- 
cising one  of  their  dearest  privileges,  and  promoting  tbeif 
own  nappiness  and  peace. 

The  following  official  testimony  to  the  value  of  those 
institutions,  extracted  from  the  Sixteenth  B.ep<»rt  of  the 
Parent  Society,  supplies  an  appropriate  conclusion  of  these 
remarks: — 

^  Your  Committee  have  often  expressed  their  high  opinion  of  the  varipus 
adrantages  derivable  from  Bible  Associations ;  and  m  that  opinion  they  find 
themselves,  by  progressive  experience,  continually  more  confirmed.  Whether 
they  look  to  the  increase  of  the  fiuids  of  the  Society,  or  the  improving  ten- 
dency of  its  local  operations,  they  find  ample  ground  for  regarding  Bibl^ 
Associations  as  deserving  the  warmest  commendation,  and  the  motft  decided 
encouragement  and  support.  These  remarks,  which  comprehend  Bible 
Associations  in  general,  are  particularly  applicable  to  those  which  are  con- 
gtituted  and  conducted  by  the  Female  portion  of  the  community.  In  everv 
part  of  the  country,  where  the  trial  has  been  correctly  made.  Ladies*  Bible 
Associations  have  justified  the  strong  language  in  which  your  Committee 
have  recommended,  and  in  which  they  think  it  their  duty  again  to  xecom- 
mend,  their  establishment  in  connexion  with  the  Aux^iary  Societies  oC 
theDistricf 
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SECTION  I. 

ORIGIN  OP  FEMALE  BIBLE  SOCIETIES. 

1.  In  tracing  this  stream  of  Christian  charity  to  its  source, 
we  sha]}  find  the  spring  among  the  mountains  of  Alsace.  If 
thy  be  any  man  to  whom  the  ivrit  of  openhlg  the  fountain 
appertains,  it  is  Pastor  Oberlin,  of  Walbach,  in  the  Ban 
de  la  Roche»  It  was  the  perusal  of  a  letter  from  4|k  extra- 
ordinary man,  in  the  Appendix  to  the  First  Annual  Report 
of  the  British  and  Foreiffn  Bible  Society,  that  originally 
'^ugg^sted  to  the  author  of  the  present  work,  the  possibility^ 
of  interesting  the  Females  of  Great  Britain  in  the  cause  of 
that  institution:  and  as  this  communication  breathes  a  spirit 
which  cannot  b^too  widely  diffused,  no  apology  will  be 
necessary  for  introducing  the  following  extracts.*  After* 
expressing  his  gratitude  for  a  donation  of  30/.  for  the  purpose 
of  purchasing  and  distributing  French  and  German  Bibles, 
among  the  poor  inhabitants  of  that  sequestered  region,  he 
observes:-^ 

*'  I  have  made  a  list  of  sudll  peraoiis  as  I  consider  most  deserving  of  8uch> 
a  present.    Among  the  lar^ge  number  of  individuals  and  fkmiiies  to  whom 
a  Bible  is  a  most  welcome  present,  I  first  put  down  such  characters  as  are 
most  active  in  promoting  the  Redeemer's  kingdom,  and  in  doing  good  to  the  % 
bodies  and  soitls  of  their  fellow-men. 

1.  *'*'  The  Jir$i  BiUe  shall  be  given  ss  a  preacnt  to  Sofbia  BcnvABii,' 
who  is  one  of  the  most  excellent  women  I  know,  and*  indeed,  an  ornament 
to  mj  parish.  While  unmarried,  she  undertook,  with  the  consent  of  her 
parents,  the  support  and  education  of  three  helpless  boys,  whom  their  wicked 
fiither  had  often  trampled  under  his  feet^d  treated  in  a  manner  too  shocking 
to  relate,  when  nearly  starving  with  hunger  they  dared  to  cry  out  for  food. 
Soon  afterwards,  she  proved  the  happy  means  of  saving  the  lives  of  four 
Roman-Catholic  children,  who,  without  her  assistance,  would  have  fallen 
a  pvey  to  want  and  fiunine.  Thus  she  had  the  management  of  seven  child- 
ren, to  whom  several  more  were  added,  belonging  to  members  of  three 
several  denominations :  she  now  hired  a  house  and  a  servant-girl,  and 
supported  the  whole  of  the  family  entirely  with  her  own  work,  and  the  little 
money  she  got  from  the  industry  of  the  children,  whom  she  taught  to  spin 
cotton.  At  the  same  time,  she  proved  the  greatest  blessing  to  the  whole 
village  where  she  lived :  for  it  is  impossible  to  be  more  industrious,  frugal, 
clean,  cheerful,  edifying  by  her  whole  walk  and  conversation ;  more  ready 
for  every  good  word  and  work ;  more  mild  and  affectionate,  more'  firm  ,and 
resolute  in  dangers,  than  she  was.  Satan  so  enraged  some  of  her  enemies, , 
that  they  threatened  to  destroy  her  old  tottering  cottage ;  but  God  was 
ffraciously  pleased  to  presehre  her.  A  fine  youth,  of  a  noble  mind,  made  ' 
her  an  offer  of  his  hand.    She  first  refused,  but  he  declared  he  would  wait 

•  See  Owen's  History,  Volume  I II.  page  420  «fM7.  for  an  animated  sketch 
of  thin  venerable  character,  who,  *'  with  the  simplicity  of  a  patriarch,  and  the 
seal  of  an  Apostle,  has  done  so  much  to  promote  both  the  temporal  and  the 
spiritual  welfare  of  his  charge.*' 

A  A 
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fbr  her  eren  ten  years.  When  she  replied,  that  she  could  never  cenaent  t<» 
part  with  her  poor  orphans,  he  nobl  j  answered, '  Whoever  takes  the  mother, 
takes  the  children  too.*  So  he  did— and  all  these  children  were  braught  np. 
by  them  in  the  most  carefUl  and  excellent  manner.  Lately,  tiiey  have 
taken  in  some  other  orphans,  whom  they  are  training  up  in  the  far  and 
We  of  God.'  Though  these  excellent  people  pass  rather  fe  ridi^^rat  thafar 
income  is  so  limitad,  and  their  befiyevolence  so  extensive,  that  some^M 
they  hardly  know  how  to  ftimish  a  new  suit  of  necessaiy  clothes.  To  flim 
I  intend  ta^ve  a  Bible,  considering  that  their  own  is  very  often  lent  out 
In  differeflftKoman-CathoUc  villages. 

%  ^*'A  tecmd  Bible  I  intend  to  give  to  an  excellent  woman,  Maua 
ScHBPLBR,  who  lives  at  the  opposite  end  of  my  extensive  parish,  where  the 
edd  is  more  severe,  and  the  ground  unfruit^;  so  that  nearly  all  the  faouae* 
holders  are  poor  pec^le,  who  must  lend  their  clothes  to  eadi  other  when 
they  intend  to  go  to  the  Lord*s  Supper.  This  poor  woman  is  also  a  very 
distinguished  dftuncter,  in  whose  praise  I  could  say  much,  were  I  to  enter 
into  particulan.  Thouj^  distressed  and  afflicted  in  Tier  own  penon  and 
circumstaacea,  yet  she  is  a  moth^,  benefiustress,  and  teacher  to  the  whole 
village  where  she  lives,  and  to  some  neighbouring  districta  too.  She  takea 
the  most  lively  interest  in  all  which  relates  to  the  Redeemer's  kingdom 
upon  earth,  and  often  groans  under  a  sense  of  all  the  inroads  made  by  the 
powers  of  darkness.  She  also  has  brought  up  several  orphans  without  re- 
edving  the  smallest  reward,  keeps  a  free  school  for  females,  and  makes  it  m 
practice  to  l^nd  her  Bible  to  sudi  as  are  enUfiely  deprived  o£  it. 

3.  '*  A  ikirH  Bible-present  I  intend  to  make  to  an  excellent  widow  woman^ 
Cathabive  Scbei1>i>xo«eb,  who  is,  like  the  former,  a  mothor  to  orphaas, 
and  keeps  a  free-school ;  as  also  does  another  young  womant  who  inatructa 
little  children  in  a  neighbouring  village,  in  such  knowledge  aa  may  rendes 
tjiem  useftil  members  of  human  and  Christian  society. 

''*'  I  mii^t  easily  enumerate  many  more  characters  of  a  similar  deacrip* 
tion,  whose  eyes  will  overflow  with  grateful  tears  if  they  are  fiivottred  with 
the  present  of  a  Bible.'* 

How  many  English  Sophias,  animated  by  this  example 
have  directed  die  nunting  steps  of  the  orphan  to  Him  who.  is 
^  a  fat  her  of  the  fatherless:'' — how  many  Marias  have  become 
blessings  "to  the  villages  wherein  they  dwell :'*—*how  many 
Cathannes  have  placed  in  the  hands  of  children  that  sacred 
guide  which  has  taught  them  "  the  way  in  which  they  should 

for    May  the  voice  firom  the  mountains  of  Alsace  be  still 
eard  in  Britain,  and  her  daughters  be  excited  to  persever- 
ance in  a  cause  so  holy ! 

S.  The  idea  originally  sug^sted  by  this  communication, 
was  materially  strengthened  by  the  result  of  subsequent  in- 

auiry,  which  estabUshed  the  fact  of  a  desire,  on  the  part  of 
lie  female  sex,  to  co-operate  in  this  work  of  mercy.  In 
addition  to  the  "  Sheffield  Juvenile  Bible  Society/*  {see  Chap- 
ter V.  Section  L)^  another  institution  of  a  remarkable  ch]»- 
racter  deserves  attention,  as  a  fresh  illustration  of  the  too- 
dtency  and  effects  of  that  benevolent  spirit  which  had  beoi 
awakened  in  the  country,  and  in  its  prbgress  gradually  per- 
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▼ttded  every  cla88  of  the  community*  **  TAe  Aberdeen  Female 
Servant f  Society^  for  promoting  the  diffusion  of  the  Scriptures^ 
18  thus  introduced  by  the  Committee  of  the  Edinburgh  Bible 
Society,  in  their  Second  Annual  Report  :— 

**  Some  Hine  ago,  a  few  female-flervants  in  Aberdeen,  desirous  of  testify- 
tng  their  good-wuL  toward  the  support  of  these  ezceUent  instituUons  formed 
fif  late  in  the  country,  for  sendis^  the  Scriptures,  and,  bj  them,  the  know** 
ledgie  of  SilTitioD,  to  such  as  are  yet  destitute  of  tiutt  inestimable  itfivilege, 
iKsfslMirf  to  meet  together,  and  contribute  m  litUe  in  aid  of  the  tanSa  of  such 
institiitionsb  Their  numbers  increasinff,  and  having  obtained  the  consent 
of  some  ministers  of  the  Qospel  tp  prrade  at  their  meetings,  they  did,  on 
the  16th  of  August  18U9»  form  themselves  into  a  society,  to  be  caUed  '  The 
Aberdeen  Female  Servant  Society,  for  promoting  the  diffusion  of  the  Scrip- 
tures.* 

'*  OrateAil  that  their  own  hunMe  situations  hare  been  cheered  by  those 
iiaooveries  and  proqiects  pwaentcd  in  the  Bible,  the  members  of  the  society 
cannot.be  indifferent  to  the  eondition  of  such  as  are  yet  in  darkness  and 
in  the  shadow  of  deatfi ;  persuaded  that  the  present  appearance  of  Divine 
Frovidenee  isritet  eo-opention  in  the  cause  of  righteousness,  from  those 
vko,  iadividttally,  could  accomplish  Uttle ;  apprehending  perseverance  in 
iba  eoww  they  have  begun  likely  to  promote  their  own  religious  improve* 
SMBt,  And  eneouraged  by  what  they  have  hitherto  experienced,  they  have 
adopted,  for  the  conduct  of  the  society,  the  following  Rules  >— 

I.  The  society  shall  admit  as  members,  •  such  female-servants  of  decent 
character,  anil  other  females  of  good  report,  of  different  religious  denominiu 
tions,  as  may  be  inclined  to  join  them. 

II.  That  the  society  shaU  have  a  general  meeting  at  least  once  every 
^[oarter ;  the  duration  of  which,  for  obvious  reasons,  shaU  l^  short ;  wh^ 
such  ministers  of  the  ^Gospel  as  may  be  fovourable  to  the  society,  ^aU  be 
requested  to  attend,  that  they  may  give  necessary  information  and  advice. 

III.  Each  member  ahaU  pay  one  thillmg  on  admission,  and  the  like  sum, 
or  what  she  can  afford,  at  each  quarterly  meeting  afterwards,  to  the  funde 
of  the  society.* 

IT.  That  a  Treasurer  shall  be  annually  chosen  by  the  society,  who  shall 
keep  a  list  of  the  members,  the  accounts  of  the  socieQr,  and  dispose  of  the 
funds  according  to  the  8ociety*8  direction. 

V.  That  a  OunroMXee  shaU  be  chosen  annually,  consisting  of  six  members 
•f  the  society ;  who  shaU  provide  for  the  accommodation  of  the  society  at  its 
Boeetings,  warn  the  other  members  of  the  times  of  the  stated  and  occasional 
meetings,  and  bring  the  contributioiia  of  such  as  may  be  pretented  from 
giving  personal  attendance.       , 

VI.  The  application  of  the  society's  frinds  shall  be  determined  on,  only 

*  It  would. appear,  by  the  following  extract  from  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Paisley  and  JEUnt  Renrrewshire  Auxiliary  Society,  that  this  Rule  was  subse- 
quently modified  in  its  practical  iippliciition.  •*  Let  it  be  remembered,  that  the 
Jiru  Sibtt  Auoeiatinn  consisted  of  240  ffmale>senr«nts  in  •  town  in  Scotland* 
They  had  virtnntarily  associated,  even  before  any  Bible  Society  had  been  esta- 
blished in  that  part  of  tlie  United  Kingdum,  for  the  purpose  of  contributing 
each  a  penny  a-week,  towards  the  general  objecu  of  tbs  British  nnd  Foreign 
Bible  Society.  They  met  ai  a  tiated  hour,  every  Saturday  eveningt  and  each 
p«M  her  penny  fox  the  pereone  appointed  a$  Receivers.'  and  eueh  was  theif 
puHdmotiiy,  that  though  many  of  them  came  from  a  dietance,  the  time  occupied 
m  tiUrpaymeni  seldom  ewceededjtve  mintUeer 

A  AS 
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in  a  general  meeting  of  the  societ  j,  ather  at  a  quaiterl j  meeting,  or  cne 
called  by  the  ministers  who  countenance  the  society^  for  the  express  pur^ 
pose;  and  in  determining  how  the  society  shall  dbtribute  its  funds,  it  shall 
be  guided  by  what  appears  to  be  the  most  urgent  call  of  Providence,  in 
b^alf  of  the  respective  institutions  for  diflHudng  the  Scriptures. 

The  society  consists  at  present  of  1 10  members ;  meeting  statedly  on  the 
first  Wednesday  of  August,  November,  February,  and  May. 

jiherdeeih  6th  Februnry^  1811. 

Tk0  Jlr9t  dtmaiiM  <f  this  Steietj^  was  frtsemied  H  iAg  EdMmrgM  BAk 
Soeutjft  awtmmtimg  to  301.  sterling  :  and  SO/.  If.  has  Ifsen  tatsijf  gwen 
towards  aiding  the  translations  of  sacred  seripturo  now  carrying  forward 
hjf  the  Missionaries  at  Serampore^  in  the  East  Indies.** 

'  There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  this  was  the  Jirsf 
association  of  adult  females  for  promoting  the  object  of  the 
Bible  Society ;  although  its  remittances  have  not  been  limited 
exclusively  to  that  institution,  but  have  occasionally  aided 
the  funds  of  various  Missionary  and  School  Societies.  From 
the  time  of  its  establishment  to  March  1820,  the  aggregate 
amount  derived  from  this  comparatively  humble  source  ex- 
ceeded 2201. ;  and  the  number  of  subscribers  at  the  latter 
period  was  about  one  hundred  and  fifty. 

It  is  pleasing  to  reflect,  that  this  benevolent  disposition  on 
the  part  of  domestic  servants  is  not  confined  to  our  own 
country.  In  the  Wenden  Association,  connected  with  the 
Dorpatian  Branch  of  the  Russian  Bible  Society,  "Female 
servants  presented  their  gifb  with  joy.** — Two  sisters  replied 
to  the  question,  whether  they  meant  their  gifts  as  a  donation 
or  annual  subscription ;  **  That  they  wished  for  the  honour  of 
being  enrolled  among  the  members  of  the  Bible  Society ;  and 
were  determined  to  offer  a  similar  ^ft  next  year,  though  they 
should  have  to  sacrifice  their  rest  for  several  nights.**  One 
add^d,  "  Love  to  the  Redeemer  minds  no  trouble."*  And  a 
still  more  remarkable  evidence  of  this  generous  feeling  has 
transpired  while  the  first  sheets  of  this  work  were  going  through 
the  press,  in  the  following  communication  from  a  correspon- 
dent in  Nurenbergy  to  the  Committee  of  the  Parent  Society  :— 

^  I  had  lately  an  affecting  proof  of  the  great  interest  excited  even  amaag 
the  humbler  classes  of  the  community,  by  the  cheering  accounts'  of  the 
extensive  operations  of  your  society.  A  maid-servant,  who  had  for  some 
time  lived  in  the  fiimily  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ratiner,  City  Librarian  in  this 
placei  and  who  had  frequently  heard  of  the  excellent  effects  of  the  laboun 
of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  was  so  penetrated  with  admiration 
and  esteem,  that  on  her  death4)ed  she  left  a  legacy  of  loo  florins  (about  \Qi.) 
to  your  society,  naming  me  as  the  person  through  whom  it  should  be  trans, 
mitted.  The  legacy  was  announced  to.  me  in  the  lown-halj,  by  order  of  the 
magistrates ;  and  as  soon  as  it  shall  be  paid  to  me,  I  shall  remit  you  a  bill  to 
that  amount.*' 

*  Fourteenth  Report  of  the  Briti^  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  p.  195. 
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'  A  coincidence  of  no  common  kind  will  be  traced  in  this 
«veni.  It  is  the  firsi  legacy  bequeathed  by  an  European 
foreigner.  Slie  resided  in  that  city  wherein  the  ^rst  Conti- 
nental Bible  Society  was  formed ;  and  she  belonged  to  that 
humble  but  important  class  of  the  community,  among  the 
members  of  which  the  Jirst  female  institution  for  promoting 
the  drculatum  of  the  Scriptures  was  established. 

3.  The  first  Ladies*  Bible  Society,  in  direct  and  exclusive 
connexion  with  the  Parent  Institution,  appears  to  have  been 
that  of  IVestminster,  established  in  August  1811,  under  th^ 
following  regulations  :— 

^  I.  That  this  sodetj  for  ndnng  subscriptions  in  aid  of  the  ^rUisk  mui 
Foreign  BihU  Societg^  be  denominated  *•  The  Westminster  Ladies*  AujEiliary 
Bible  Sodetj.* 

IL  That  the  Committee  connst  of  forty-eight  ladies,  with  a  Treasurer  and 
Secretaries,  who  shaU  be  requested  to  raise  subscriptions,  and  tranMCt  the 
business  of  the  societj. 

•    HL  Thai  subscriptions  of  one  penny  or  more  per  week,  and  all  donations^ 
be  received  bj  the  Committee,  and  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  Secretaries^ 
^  who' will  rest  the  same  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer. 

IT.  That  any  member  of  the  Committee  be  aUowed  to  propose  a  new 

'  member,  till  the  mrniber  be  completed.    Notice  of  these  elections  shall  be 

given  to  tlie  Secretary,  bj  the  proposing  member,  with  the  name  and  place 

of  abode  of  the  person  proposed,  at  least  fourteen  days  before  she  be  elected. 

y\  That  this  and  all  other  questions  be  determined  by  a  minority  of  votes. 

VI.  That  the  Committee  meet  in  the  vestry  of  the  Adelphi  Chapel,  the 
aecohd  Monday  in  every  month,  at  eleven  o*clock  in  the  morning. — Five  of 
the  members  constituting  a  quorum. 

VII.  That  an  annual  general  meeting  of  the  society  be  held  the  second 
Monday  in  March,  to  review  the  business  of  the  preceding  jear,  and  fbr 
the  election  of  officers  and  new  members  of  the  Committee,  if  necessary. — 
At  such  meeting,  any  subscriber  of  a  penny  per  week  may  give  a  vote  in 
Any  business  then  discussed. 

VIIL  That  the  moneys  collected  be  remitted  to  the  Brii%§h  amd  F^nigm 
iliMs  5icie<y  annually.*' 

This  society  commenced  its  operations  by  circkilatinff  a 
judicious  and  forcible  Address  to  the  Public,  which  tended  in 
no  inconsiderable  degree  to  prepare  the  wayfor  ihe  subsequent 
establishment  (in  December  lSfl2)  of  the  Westminster  Aux- 
iliary Bible  Society.  But  it  will  readily  be  peroehre^  that 
the  regulations  adopted  were  inadequate  to  the  end  designed* 
Of  this  the  Committee  soon  became  visible ;  and  in  tfad 
i^ter  of  1815,  the  author  was  inritedto  assist  in  the  otrmh 
nization  of  the  society,  whidi  appearod  to  be  in  a  Tery  da^ 
dining  state.  He  accordin^y  piepared  a  code  of  Rules  aad 
By-laws,  which  provided  for  the  ditjsion  of  Wastviinster  and 
its  immediate  vicinity  into  <iiirtee&  suitable  districts,  and  the 
estaUishment  of  a  Ladies'  Association  in  'each.     This  was 
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the  first  approach  towards  diat  system  which  will  be  mcMre 
fiilly  developed  in  the  succeeding  sections :  and  in  order  to 
illustrate  its  advantages,  it  is  onlv  necessary  to  state,  that  the 
total  amount  collected  by  the  W  estminster  Ladies*  Auziliaiy 
Society,  in  the  four  preceding  years,  was  about  ISOL,  and  the 
pumber  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  distributed,  228 ;  whereas 
the  aggregate  amount  collected  by  the  same  institution  and  its 
connected  associations,  in  the  five  following  years^  exceeded 
2650/;  and  more  than  S400  Bibles  and  Testaments  were 
distributed. 

In  reference  to  this  early  and  important  institution,  it  would 
be  improper  to  omit  die  following  recoil  of  the  sentiments, 
with  wUkh  the  Committee  of  the  Westminster  Auxiliary 
Society  contemplated  the  organization,  on  more  systematic 
principles,  of  the  pre-existing  establishment.  In  lb^  Third 
Annual  Report,  they  observe,— 

*'  Your  Committee  unfisignedly  r^oe  in  snaoonciiig  to  yoii  an  ewot 
which  wiU  shed,  they  are  persuaded,  a  lustre  over  the  proc^dini^B  of  tht 
past  jear,  and  form  an  era  in  the  history  of  the  society,  to  which  memorf 
shall  never  recur  hut  with  feelings  of  animated  and  lively  gxatitude.  Thtj 
refer  to  an  union  which  has  been  effected  between  this  society  and  a  aodefj 
instituted  in  the  year  1811,  under  the  denomination  of  ^The  Westminster 
Ladies*  Auxiliary  Bible  Society.*  On  the  circumstanoaa  connected  with 
this  union,  your  Committee  wiU  not  enkige ;  but  they  congratulate  yoa  on 
the  advantages  which  may  be  anticipated  from  the  combined  exertions  of  the 
two  societies  in  the  promotion  of  the  one  great  cause,  whose  intereata  are 
interwoven  with  the  best  affections  of  your  hearts.  They  who  have  oltey 
yiaited  the  poor  man's  dwelling,  to  wipe  away  the  tear  of  human  misery,  and 
assuage  the  bitterness  of  temporal  distress,  are  now  become  fellow-labooivi 
with  you  in  circulating  that  sacred  volume,  which  not  only  afibrda  the  awect* 
est  consolation  amidst  the  calamities  of  life,  but  directs  the  weejaqg  eye  to 
a  world  where  there  is  no  more  curse,  neither  sorrow  nor  pain,  but  whers 
the  poor  in  spirit  and  the  pure  in  heart  ahaU  see  God*** 

4.  In  the  year  1811,  a  society  was  formed  at  Paislst, 
under  the  title  of  *'  The  Paisley  Female  Bible  Association,'* 
for  the  purpose  of  aiFording  to  the  Ladies  of  that  town  ^  an 
opportunity  of  contributing  to  the  promotion  of  the  best 
interests  of  manjLind,  by  encouraging  the  translation  and 
distribution  of  the  Bible. '  The  reguladon^  of  this  society 
exhibit  a  nearer  approach  to  that  system  which  has  been 
subsequently  adopted  throughout  the  nation,  than  those  which 
have  been  already  considered.  The  business  was  conducted 
by  ^'a  Treasurer  and  Secretary,  seven  Directors,  and  thirty* 
two  Collectors.  The  town  being  divided  into  sixteen  wards, 
two  collectors  were  appointed  for  each,  who  collected  "Bie 
subscriptions  quarterly.  **  This  appears  to  have  beeh  the 
first  association  of  adult  females  which  oontemplttbed  tba 
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supply  of  local  waiits  as  a  primary  object.  Bibles  sand  Tes- 
taments were  order^  and  l^eceived  from  the  Parent  Institu- 
tion, and  several  pc^r  females  were  furnished  with  them  on 
the  recommendation  of  the  members.  The  collectors  were 
UMtnicted  to  inquire  into  the  wants  of  their  district^  that 
they  might  bewupplied;  and  prudential  measures  wffe  de- 
vised to  prevent  mistake  or  imposition.  At  the  close  of  die 
first  year,  the  number  of  subscribers  waM  about  two  hundred ; 
and  the  amount  collected,  45L  ISs.  SS. :  but  at  the  second 
annual  meetings  the  contributors  had  increased  to  above,  jk 
Iiundredy  and  the  year's  income  amounted  to  160L  l(k. 
.  At  this  meeting,  it  was  resolved,  that  a  ccmnexion  should 
be  formed  with  Sie  **  Paisley  and  East  Renfrewshire  Bible 
Society,"  instituted  in  May  1813;  fifom  whose  First  Antiual 
Report  the  following  appropriate  observation  is  extracted  :•— 

^  Ittohteowftgin  woi»en  u  well  u  in  men  to  aid  so  valuable  a  purpose. 
it  m  equallj  the 'duty  of  femalea  to  believe  and  obey  the  Goapel :  and  if  Bfaiy 
^ose  that  better  part  w^ah.  shall  not  be  taken  away,  even  the  doctrine  of 
Jesus  as  the  one  Xikng  needfiil  r  if  Ljdia  attended  to  the  things  spoken  of  by 
Paul ;  and  if  Prisdlla  assisted  in  teaching  ApoUos  the  vaj  of  God  more  peiw 
iectly ;  surely  it  is  the  dutj  of  female  Oiristians  now  to  follow  these  exam- 
pies ;  and  not  onlj  to  be  religious  in  private,  but  in  public  also,  encouraging  by 
secret  prayer  and  public  exertion  every  pious  undertaking.*' 

TKe  funds^'of  diis  association,  like  those  of  its  more  humble 
but  not  less  efficient  precursor  at  Aberdeen,  were  apportioned 
to  various,  though  Undred  benevolent  institutions,  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  Committee*  This  mo4i  of  proceeding  is  pe- 
culiar to  Scotland :  and  it  well  deserves  the  serious  consi- 
deration of  the  acute  and  enlightened  philanthropists  of  that 
country,  whether  the  streams, of  Christian  charity  be  not 
limited  mther  than  increased  by  its  adoption, — whether  the 
refreshing  waters  would  not  flow  in  richer  abundance,  if  a 
Separate  fountain  were  unlocked  for  each  particular  object 
in  reference  to  tiie  Paisley  Association,  it  appears  that  ,the 
plan  did  not  altogether  succeed,  as  a  Ladies'  Bible  Society  on 
Ae  improved  system  has  superseded  that  establishment  * 

5,  In  the  year  1812,  a  society  was  established  in  Dublin, 

*  It  would  be  unjust  to  liaas  o?#r  two  other  Female  Aasociationi,  in  oon- 
Wlion  with  the  Paisley  and  East  Renfrewshire  Auxiliary  Society; — that  of 
IrfOCBWiNMOCK,  established  in  March,  and  that  ff  Johnstokx  in  April,  1813. 
Both  these  institutions  were  formed  on  the  model  of  that  of  Paisley,  with  some 
iftight  modifications,  and  appear  to  have  contributed  liberally  to  the  funds  of  tho 
auxiliary  Society,  which  acknowledges  a  remittance  of  38/.  16«.  34.  by  ths 
l^mer,  and  of  76/.  by  the  latter,  in  the  first  year  of  their  existebce. 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  a  similar  association,  on  a  more  limited  scale, 
was  institnt«d  in  February  1814,  at  BALraox,  in  connexion  with  tha  Qlaagow 
Bible  Socieiy. 
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under  the  detiignatioii  of  '^The  Ladies'  Auxiliary  Bible. 
Society,  for  the  purpose  of  coMributrng  to  the  Hibernian 
Bible  Society/'  This  institution  was  Kmtenanced  by  per- 
sonages of  great  distinction ;  and  its  regulations  appear  to 
have  lyen  similar  to  those  originally  adopted  in  Westminster, 
and  aKady  detailed.  As  it  has  gradually  marked  into  the 
less  prominent^  but  more  efficient  ^^  Assoaaiums^  subse- 
quently formed  in  that  city,  it  is  only  necessary  to  allude  to  it, 
as  an  additional  monve  for  the  formation  of  a  ^*  Ladies' 
Branch  Society,"  which  experience  has  satisfactorily  proved 
to  be  expedient  in  extensive  districts,  where  more  than  one 
association  is  found  necessary*  In  reference  to  this  society, 
and  to  similar  institutions  in  the  sister  island,  the  Committee 
of  the  Hibernian  Bible  Society,  in  their  Eighth  Annual  Re- 
port, observe:— 

^\  One,  instituted 'by  the  Ladies  in  Hmmrick,  though  foftied  <mlj  three 
months,  has  produced  the  sum  of  49t ;  and  another,  set  on  ^Riot  b j  the  La- 
dies in  SHg9^  has  in  the  same  time  raised  45/.  From  the  first  of  these  so- 
cieties which  was  formed,  that  established  by  the  Ladies  of  Dublin,  your. 
Committee  have  receiTOd,  during  the  kstjear,  the  sum  of  940/L** 

In  November  181S,  an  Association  on  a  limited  scale  was 
formed  at  Lymingtoit,  in  Hampshire,  principally  by  means 
of  a  pious  and  benevolent  lady,  whose  unremitting  exei|ions 
led  to  its  organization  on  more  regular  and  systematic  pnnci* 
pies  at  ^  subsequent  period* 

6.  In  tracing  thci  pij^gress  of  female  interest  and  exertlbi^ 
in  the  cause,  the  next  society  which  claims  attention  is  that 
of  Colchester.  It  is  not  improbable  that  the  example  of 
Westminster  first  suggested  the  idea  of  a  similar  institution 
to  the  Committee  of  Uie  Colchester  and  East-Essex  AuxiBary 
Society ;  and  the  design  appears  to.  have  been  encouttiged  by. 
the  difficulties  which  those  gentlemen  found  in  their  way,  in  the 
course  of  their  endeavours  to  ascertain  and  supply  the  wants  of 
the  poor,  and  by  their  ipabilitv  to  devote  the  requisite  time  for 
collecting  the  c6ntributions  of  the  labouring  classes*  A  Sub- 
Committee  was  accordingly  wpointed»  "  to  prepare  a  plan . 
for  the  formation  of  a  Bible  Association,  particularly  amoi^ 
the  Ladies;"  and  the  active  and  sealous  individuals  to  whom 
this  duty  was  assigned,  immediately  proceeded  to  select,  from 
the  Rules  recoi^miepdcjA  by  the  Parent  Institution  for  Bible 
Associations  (See  Chap.  III.  Section  II.),  such  regulations  as 
appeared  suitable  for  an  association  of  females.  When  the 
plfui  was  sufficiently  matured,  it  was  submitted  to  a  meeting 
gf  Ladies,  convened  at  the  Vicarage  of  St  Peter's  by  a  cir- 
cular invitation}  and  on  tb^  1st  of  March,  1813,  the  society' 
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was.  regularly  established,  under  the  patronage  of  the  Countess 
of  Chatham.  A  President,  Treasurer,  three  £eci«taries,  and^ 
thirty-one  Collectors,' were  appointed  :  aftd  within  little  more 
than  six  months  from  its  establishment^  this  association  distri- 
buted 106  Bibles  and  Testaments,  and  collected  above 
eighty  pounds;  of  which  siun,  47/.  4s.  Sd.  was  appropriated 
to  the  general  object  of  the  Parettt-Instituti<$h.  This  success 
justifies  t\m  lanmiage  in  which  the  Auxiliary  Society,  in  their 
Third  Annual  Keport,  announce  its  formation^  as — 

^  an  institution  worthy  of  e^i^nsive  imitation,  and  from  which  the  most 
beneficial  effects  have  already  arisen ;  not  only  by  imparting  the  ho^ 
scriptures  to  the  poor  in  the  town  of  Colchester,  but  also  by  contributing  up- 
waids  of  one-half  of  its  funds  to  the  general  purposes  of  the  Society ;  which 
were  raised  by  the  meritorious  exertions  of  a  Ca^^imittee  consisting  of 
nearly  forty  Lddiea,  who  collected  from  above  600  members  their  subsmp- 
tions  of  one  penny  a  week  and  upwards.  Your  Committee  notice  with  much 
pleasure  the  patronage  by  which  this  institution  has  recently  been  honoured  i 
and  as  the  supply  of  the  poor  in  the  town  of  Colchester  is  its  first  concern; 
your  Committee  cheerfuUy  commit  this  part  of  their  duty  into  its  hands.**   < 

It  must  however  be  acknowledged,  that  the  rules  adopted 
by  this  associatiy  were  deficient  in  some  important  particu* 
lars.  It  was  reived  that  the  members  of  the  Committee 
should  be  selected  from  amons  ''  such  Ladies  as  shall  pro-* 
cure  and  pay  to  the  amount  of  twelve  subscriptiions  (of  one 
penny  a  week)  and  upwards  :** — and  by  another  regulation, 
It  was  provided,  '*  that  it  be  determined  at  the  monthly 
meetings  to  whom  the  Bibles  and  Testaments  shall  be  dis* 
tributed,  and  (tAit  they  be  applied  for  one  month  previous 
to  their  being  delivered."  Hence  it  will  readily  be  perceived, 
that  the  quaufication  of  a  member  of  the  Committee,  or  Col- 
lectoir,  might  be,  and  in  many  cases  was  acquired  by  Ladies, 
wi^out  going  out  of  their  own  families,  or  the  circle  of  their 
immediate  friends;  and  thus  the  primarv  object  of  all  such 
institutions-^that  of  meliorating  the  condition  of  the  poor — 
was,  in  a  great  degree,  defeated*  Experience  has  abundantly, 
proved,  diat  it  is  only  by  assigning  a  local  and  defined 
district^  of  Umited  extent,  to  voluntary  and  approved  collec- 
tors, and  by  that  knowledge  of  its  inhabitants  which  personal 
investigation  alone  can  supply,  that  this  important  object  can 
be  accomplished,  and  permanent  benefit  conferred.  And  it 
is  equally  evident,  that  the  latter  regulation  implies  an  extent 
of  gratuitous  distribution,  unnecessary  in  reference  to  the 
labouring  classes,  and  subversive  of  those  powerful  principles 
which  should  constitute  the  basis  of  every  attempt  to  improve 
their  state.  A  comparison  of  the  rules  in  question,  with 
those  recommended  in  the  foUofwing  sectioDs»  will  supersede 
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the  neoessity  of  any  further  remark  on  this  part  of  the  sub- 
ject, espeoially/is  the  Committee  of  the  Colchester  Ladies* 
Association  have  reeendy  adopted^  widi  considerable  effect 
the  improved  systenu 

7.  The  example  of  Colchester  was  speedily  followed  by  the 
neighbouring  towns  6f  Booking  and  Cogoleshall.  In  the 
former,  a  Ladies^  Association  was  established  in  August;  and 
in  the  latter,  k  similar  institution  was  formed  in^ovember 
1818.  The  early  success  of  both  was  commensurate  to  that 
of  their  elder  sister;  and  if  their  silbsequent  declension  ap- 
pear to  have  been  more  rapid  and  considerable,  it  must  be 
ascribed  to  the  defects  of  the  constitution  adopted,  rather 
than  a  deficiency  of  interest  and  zeal  in  those  who  conducted 
their  concerns.  Nor  is  it  an  unreasonable  hope,  that  the  ex- 
emplary piety j  diligence,  and  judgment,  which  distinguish 
the  Officers  and  Committee  of  the  G>lchester  and  East-Essex 
Auxiliary  Society,  will  prompt  diem  to  devise  speedy  aad 
effectual  measures  for  the  revival  of  those  assodatknis,  «Bd 
the  more  general  extension  of  the  svstem ;  thus  perpetuadi^ 
that  bright  and  early  example,  which  htfli  confeired  sura 
honour  on  their  district,  and  contributed,  in  no  sUght  degree^ 
to  its  good  order,  tranquiUity,  and  happiness. 

8.  In  July  181S,  a  Ladies*  Association  was  mstituted  at 
Guildford,  in  the  county  of  Surrey;  of  which  it  was  one  of 
the  rules,  "  That  a  part  of  the  funds  of  this  association  be 
transmitted  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Surrey  Auxiliary  Society, 
half-yearly,  in  aid  of  the  foreign  department  of  the  British 
and  Foreign  Bible  Society."  Within  seven  years,  endmg  in 
May  18^,  this  society  distributed  S160  Bibles  and  Testa- 
ments, and  remitted  222/.  for  the  general  object  of  the  Parent 
Institution.  The  example  of  Guildford  was  followed,  in 
April  1814,  by  the  neighbouring  town  of  Oodalming,  where 
a  numerous  and  efficient  committee  was  formed — ^the  offices 
of  treasurer  and  secretary  being  filled  by  gentlemen.  In  the 
month  of  December  following,  the  author  was  invited  to  attend 
one  of  the  general  meetings  of  the  latter,  and,  on  investigation^ 
found  the  system  defective  in  many  important  points;  but 
convinced,  by  the  zeal  and  animation  manuested  by  one  of  the 
secretaries,  and  the  ladies  of  the  Committee,  that  if  it  were  im« 
proved  on  the  model  of  that  which  had  been  attended  widi 
such  unprecedented  success  in  Southwark,  the  best  effects 
might  be  anticipated,  he  turned  his  attention  more  decidedly 
to  the  subject  In  attempting  to  revise  the  various  and  dis- 
cordant regulations  which  h^  fallen  imder  his  notice,  it 
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became  evident,  that  a  more  dear  and  intelligible  system  waa 
requisite,  not  only  to  preserve  uniformity  of  design  and  ope^ 
ration,  but  io  excite  and  nuAitain  an  interest  in  the  cause. 
With  these  views,  he  prolonged  his  stay  at  Godalming;  and 
having  matured  a  code  of  Rules  and  By-laws,  with  forms  of 
the  Books  and  Papers  necessary  for  the  association,  th^y  were 
submitted  to  a  special  meeting  of  the  Committee,  and  unani* 
mously  adopted.  The  results  of  those  measures  were  speedily 
witnessed :  in  a  district  embracing  a  population  of  scarcely 
four  thousand,  the  first  year  s  aggregate  collection  amounted 
to  204/.  13^.  lOd.i  and  within  the  same  period,  SOU  Bibles  and 
Testaments  were  sold  to  the  poor  at  reduced  prices ;  while  a 
inoral  interest  was  excited  throughout  every  class  of  the  copi- 
munity,  in  favour  of  a  cause,  equally  benevolent  in  its  design 
and  beneficial  in  its  effects.  Under  a  review  of  these  srati'* 
fVing  circumstances,  and  desirous  of  extending  a  knowledge  of 
the  plan,  the  Committee  of  the  Godalming  Association  felt 
themselves  justified  in  recommending  the  fouowing  Resolution 
to  the  First  Annual  Meeting  of  the  subscribers,  oy  which  it 
was  unanimously  adopted  :— 

**  That  this  meeting,  coDTinced  of  the  benefits  aruing  f^rom  the  adoption  of 
the  SouTHWAmK  Bible  Anociation  sjrstem,  adapted  to  the  local  dicum^ 
stances  of  the  country,  do  request  that  such  extracts  may  be  made  by  the 
Committee,  irom  the  documents  in  their  possession,  as  may  tend  to  explain 
the  plan,  and  encouiage  its  general  adoption ;  and  that  the  ssme  be  printed 
and  published,  as  an  Appendix  to  the  Keport** 

9.  The  several  societies  and  associations  now  enumerated^ 
were  the  principal,  if  not  the  only  Female  institutions  for  pro- 
moting tne  circulation  of  the  Scriptures,  which  existed  in 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  previous  to  the  year  1814. 

But  before  we  trace  the  progress  of  the  system  firom  the 
period  of  its  first  application  to  Ladies'  Societies  at  Godal* 
ming,  it  is  necessary  to  take  a  slight  review  of  the  effects  of  a 
sunuar  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  Female  sex  in  America, 
to  co-operate  in  this  worx  of  charity  and  peace.  The  first 
demonstration  of  this  generous  feeling  is  thus  noticed  in  the 
Report  of  the  New-Yoric  Bible  Society  for  1813  :— 

**"  During  the  past  year,  an  association,  composed  of  a  number  of  pious  and 
benerolent  ladies,  and  called  *  Tlkg  Female  Bible  Society  of  Getuva^  arss 
Ibnnedu  the  tovn  of  Geneva,  on  the  Seneca  Lake.  In  the  month  of  April 
laat,  they  forwurded  to  this  dtj  fiftjr  dollars,  being  the  amount  of  their  ftinds, 
to  procure  Bibles  on  the  most  adyantitfeous  terms.  Your  Board,  desirous 
Of  aiding  and  encouraging  the  laudabfe  efforts  of  that  in&nt  institution, 
resc^Ted  to  furnish  them  with  the  Scriptures  at  first  cost,  to  the  amount  of 
their  fiiadsi  aad  to  pmeat  them  withflftj  BiUea  in  iddition.    One  hundred 
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■nd  thirty  Biblea  were  accordingly  delivered  to  their  agent,  to  be  forwarded 
Xo  them." 

The  feeling  thus  manifestefl  rapidly  extended.  In  the 
spring  of  1814,  a  Female  Bible  Society  was  established  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia;  and  was  announced  to  the  Parent 
Institution  in  London  by  the  following  communicadon  from 
the  Secretary  :— 

**  Indoaed  you  will  receive  a  copy  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Female 
Bible  Society  of  Philadelphia,  together  with  an  Address  from  Bishop  White,* 
delivered  at  the  second  meeting  of  the  members.  By  a  Resolution  of  tlM 
Managers,  I  am  directed  to  make  a  communication  to  the  British  and  Foreign 
3ible  Society  of  London,  advising  of  the  establishment  of  this  institution. 

**  You  will  perceive,  mr,  that  this  society  has  been  recently  organized ; 
hut  the  encouragement  and  success  it  has  already  erperienced,  are  strong 
indications  of  its  future  respectability  and  usefulness.  As  soon  as  the  plan 
was  proposed,  Ladies  of  all  Christian  Denominations  in  this  city  came  forward 
to  promote  it ;  and  during  the  first  week  there  were  nearly  five  hundred 
subscribers.  Since  then*  the  number  has  been  considerably  augmented,  and 
is  now  daily  increasing.  The  counsel  and  assistance  of  the  cTeigy  and  dis- 
tinguished members  of  the  Philadelphia  Bible  Society  have  been  liberally 
conferred;  and  the  direction  of  Female  efforts  to  this  object,  has  received  im- 
qualified  approbation  and  support  firom  the  most  eminently  pious  among  us.** 

In  their  Annual  Report  for  1814,  the  Board  of  Managers 
of  the  New- York  Bible  Society  observe : — 

^  The  Board  notice  with  much  pleasure  the  establishment,  during  the  past 
year,  of  several  Female  Associations  in  this  country,  formed  for  the  purpose 
of  contributing,  by  their  personal  attention  as  well  as  by  their  pecuniaiy. 
means,  to  disseminate  the  Word  of  Goo.  In  the  last  year*s  Beport,  mention 
was  made  of  the  formation  of  The  Female  Bibie  Societp  •/  Geneva^  on  the 
Seneca  Lake.  Since  then,  another  of  the  same  kind  has  been  instituted  in 
this  state,  at  the  viUi^  of  Poughkeepsie;  also,  one  at  Philadelphia ;  ooeal 
Boston ;  one  at  Burlington,  in  the  state  of  New  Jersey ;  one  at  Carlisle,  in 
Pennsylvania;  one  at  Newville,  twelve  miles  from  Carlisle;  and  one  at 
Manchester,  in  Viiginia.  It  will  doubtless  be  considered  an  important 
acquisition  to  the  cause  of  Bible  Societies,  to  have  engaged  in  its  active 
duties  that  aez,  so  distinguished  for  their  benevolence  and  piety,  and  so 
peculiarly  qualified  for  dbpensing  with  advantage  the  offerings  of  this  sub- 
Bme  charity  among  the  children  of  sorrow  and  of  want** 

10.  Even  at  this  early  period,  a  similar  disposition  was  mani- 
fested on  the  Continent  of  Europe^^in  the  establishment  of  two 
Female  Bible  Associations,  The  first  institution  of  this 
nature  appears  to  have  been  formed  in  1814,  and  is. thus 
announced  in  the  primary  report  of  the  Saxon  Bible  Society: 
'^^^  Several  ladies  have  sent  in  llieir  contributions;  and  we 
have  lately  received  a  gift  of  thirty  rix-doUars,  Jfrom  a  Female 
Assoctatim  at  Freyberg  m  Saxony/'    The  precise  period  a( 

*  See  thU  Addm%  Preliminary  Ob8ervation%  Now  6* 
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which  the  second  was  established  is  not  so  easily  ascertained ) 
but  it  appears,  from  the  interesting  letters  of  Dr.  Steinkopff 
m  '  1815,  to  have  been  attended  with  the  most  beneficial 
effects/  Speaking  of  Bremen,  ^*  a  city  distinguished  by  the 
reli^ous  spirit  of  many  of  its  inhabitants,  among  the  higher  a» 
well  as  the  lower  classes  of  society,*'  he  observes — **  A  most 
benevolent  lady,  the  PresidejU  of  the  Ladies*  Association  at 
Bremen,  was  an  eye-witness  of  the  good  done  by  the  jbibles 
and  Testaments  distributed  among  the  Hamburg  exiles.** 
Brief  as  is  this  notice,  what  a  volume  of  encouragement  does 
it  contain!  Banished  from  his<  home  and  country,,  the 
Christian  finds  his  consolation  and  support  in  the  precepts 
and  example,  the  sacrifice  and  atonement,  of  Him  wno  "  had, 
not  where  to  lay  his  head  /'* 

1 1.  The  publication  of  the  Southwark  system  for  conducting 
Bible  Associations  sefierally,  in  the  summer  of  1814,  and  the 
circulation  of  two  large  editions,  had  prepared  the  public 
mind  to  appreciate  those  institutions,  and  consequently  fa^ 
dlitated  the  application  of  the  same  principles  in  reference  to 
Female  exertion.  The  Godalming  Association,  as  already 
observed,  was  thejirst  regularly-organized  Ladies'  Society:  and 
the  system  adopted  by  the  Committer  being  detailed  in  the 
Appendix  to  their  First  Annual  Report,  published  in  the 
autumn  of  1815,  this  institution  speedily  became  a  model  for 
many  others,  not  only  in  the  county  of  Surrey,  but  in  more 
distant  parts  of  the  kingdom.  The  towns  of  Farnham,- 
.Maidenhead,  Kingston,  and  Henley-on-Thambs,  were 
among  the  first  to  follow  this  example,  and  to  experience  die 
beneficial  effects,  both  direct  and  collateral,  of  Female  practical 
benevolence. 

IS.  In  following  the  chain  of  circumstances  which  have* 
gradually  led  to  ue  improvement  and  general  adoption  of 
the  system,  it  is  necessary  to  advert  more  particularly  to  the 
state  of  Southwark  in  the  spring  of  1 815.  The  twelve  associa-' 
tions,  conducted  exclusively  by  gentlemen,  had  then  been  in 
fiill  operation  nearly  two  years  and  a  half ;  and  the  results  had* 
Surpassed  the  most  sanguine  expectations  of  their  warmest' 
friends.  Nearly  14,000  Bibles  and  Testaments  had  been 
distributed ;  more  than  ten  thousand  subscribers  were  contri-'^ 
buting  to  their  funds;  and  upwards  of  4600/.  had  been' 
remitted  to  the  Auxiliary  Society ; — ^no  symptom  of  decay 
was  exhibited,  and  the  highest  degree  of  regularity  and  order 
characterized  the  whole  body.    Such  being  the  flourisfaiiig 
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Stale  of  that  district  with  which  the  author  was  aore  imiiie* 
idiately  connected,  he  did  not  feel  himself  justified  in  recom* 
mending  the  adoption  of  measures,  which,  however  applicable 
to  other  places,  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  hazardous  experi- 
ment in  reference  to  Southwark.  At  this  period,  his  offictd 
duties,  as  Secretary  of  the  Guardian  Society ,  led  to  an  ioTesti- 
gation  of  the  circumstances  attending  nearly  two  hundred 
wretched  females,  who  had  become  the  objects  of  tiiat  ad- 
mirable histitution;  when  it  appeared,  that  more  than  one 
hundred  and  fifty  of  these  unhappy  victims  of  vice  and  misery 
bad  been  domestic  servants.  In  pursuing  the  inquiry  sug- 
Msted  by  this  discovery,  the  melancholy  fact  was  ascertained, 
3iat  it  is  from  the  bosoms  of  our  own  families  the  deluge  of 
iniquity,  which  covers  the  streets  of  the  metropolis,  is  prin* 
cipally  supplied :  but  the  pain  of  this  disclosure  was  in  some 
degree  mitigated  by  the  reflection,  that  it  is  more  easy  to  cut 
off*  the  streams  which  feed  this  flood  of  jvofligacy,  duui  to 
devise  measures  for  restraining  the  oferwhdning  tidsr  Tim 
inmiediate  consequence  of  the  informatian  thus  aoqamd^  w^ 
an  application  to  the  Committees  of  the  several  associatbns 
in  Southwark,  t6  ascertain  the  number  of  female  servants  who 
were  members,  either  as  free  contributors,  or  subscribers  fOv 
Bibles  and  Testaments ;  and  the  preparation  of  a  specifiic^ 
Address*  to  this  numerous  and  important  class  of  the  com- 
munity, which,  being  approved  and  adopted,  wtts  very  exteoH 
sively  circulated  in  the  winter  of  1814.  In  the  following 
summer  the  author  renewed  his  inquiries  in  the  twelve 
associations,  and  found,  to  his  extreme  disappointment,  that 
the  apparent  effects  produced  by  the  circulation  of  the 
''  Address"  were  inconsiderable :— in  a  district  embracing  a 
population. of  150,000,  of  which,  on  a  moderate  estimate^ 
9000  are  domestic  servants,  on\y  ^fifty-three  individuals  of  this 
description  were  reported  as  subscribers.  Scarcely  had  this 
unexpected  information  been  obtained,  when,  on  accepting 
an  invitation  to  die  first  general  meeting  of  the  Kingston- 
upon-Thames  Lkdies'  Association,  the  author  found  a  solution 
of  his  difficulties.  That  socie^  had  been  only  a  few  months 
established;  the  estimated  population  of  the  district  was  about 
4000 ;  and  the  number  of  domestic  servants  computed  to  be 
500,  of  whom  more  than  one  hundred  and  twenty  were  sub- 
scribers : — the  deduction  from  such  premises  was  clear  and 
indisputable :  it  was  evident  that  Females  constituted  the  pro- 
per and  legitimate  medium  of  application  to  the  members  of 

*  Sm  Appendix,   No.  X. 
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tiheir  own  sex ;  and  that  in  order  to  ezcite^hat  general  interest 
Irhich  was  the  immediate  object  of  this  inquiry,  the  formation 
of  Ladies'  Associations  in  Southwark  was  indispensable.    A 

Proposition  to  this  effect  having  met  the  unanimous  appro* 
ation  of  the  Committee,  measures  were  devised  for  carrying 
it  into  effect ;  and,  before  the  close  of  the  year,  six  association^ 
were  established,  in  connexion  with  those  previously  existing 
in  the  respective  parishes  f  and  means  were  adoptee^  for  the 
formation  of  similar  institutions  in  the  remaining  districts. 
One  of  the  immediate  results  of  these  proceedings,  satisfactorily 
demonstrated  the  correctness  of  the  view  already  taken,  by 
exhibiting  iJrore  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  female  servants  atf 
subscribers  to  one  of  tliese  associations  within  six  weeks  afteF 
its  establishment.       "* 

13.  Those  considerations  which  arise  out  of  our  daily  habits, 
and  are  connected  with  our  imn^iate  interests,  are  frequently 
the  last  to  force  themselves  on  our  attention ; — that  which  ma]/^ 
be  always  done,  seems  to  carry  our  apology  for  leaving  it 
undone;  and  '*  a  more  convenient  season"  will  ever  be  an- 
ticipated, for  the  discharge  of  an  obligation  which  we  feel  no 
inclination  to  meet  Except  on  these  grounds,  it  isimpossifole 
to  account  for  tiiat  apathy  and  supineness  with  which  almost 
every  measure  suggested  for  the  improvement  of  female  ser- 
vants has  been  received,  while  the  complaints  of  their  mis- 
conduct are  proverbially  incessant  Under  this  view  of  the 
subject,'  it  becomes  an  important  object  of  inquiry,  whether 
we  are  not  ourselves  accessary  to  those  faults  which  we  so 
loudly  condemn ;  and  whether  we  may  not  at  least  diminish 
an  acknowledged  and  extensive  evil,  if  we  cannot  altogether 

1>revent  its  existence.  As  professing  Christians,  we  acxnow- 
edge  one  fixed  and  unalterable  standard  of  morals  and  of 
duty,  for  every  rank  and  denomination, — "  Knowing  that  what-' 
soever  good  things  any  man  doeth,  the  same  shall  he  receive  of 
the  Lord,  whether  he  be  bond  or  free  :'*  but  if  we  neglect  to 
impress  on  the  minds  of  our  domestics  a  due  sense  of  the 
authority  and  purity  of  this  standard,  an  habitual  reverence' 
of  its  injunctions,  and  a  settled  conviction  of  their  responsi- 
bility to  HiB^  who  framed  it,  we  shall  assuredly  be  disap- 
pointed in  our  expectations  of  that  faithful  obedience  to  an 
earthly  master,  which  is  withheld  from  the  Kino  of  Kings, 
and  Lord  of  Lords.  In  the  discharge  of  this  duty,  our  owi^ 
tismporal  interests  and  comfort  are  deeply  involved :  we  do 
tiot  hesitate  to  entrust  our  lives  and  pronerty,  the  healthy 
safety,  and  morals  of  our  children,  to  our  domestic  servants; 
but  we  are  too  often  indifferent  to  the  momentous  inqiiiry 
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i^hether  the  charaifter  we  have  received  with  them,  and  that 
which  they  acquire  in  our  service,  be  established  on  the  only 
foundation  which  insures  its  stability,  and  justifies  our  con- 
fidence. There  is  yet  another  point  of  view  in  which  it  maj 
not  be  unprofitable  to  consider  this  important  subject.  To 
those  who  nave  perused  some  recent  and  valuable  worka  on 
criminal  iurisprudencei  and  especially  to  those  benevolent 
individuals  who  Iiave  been  made  ibe  honoured  instruments 
of  changing  the  moral  aspect  of  oilf  principal  prisons,  it  will 
be  a  familiar  obsecration,  that  a  love  of  dress  is  one  of  the 
first  temptations  which  assails  the  female  sex;  and  that,  in 
numerous  instances,  the  gratification  of  this  vanRy  has  bem 
the  primary  step  in  a  career  of  guilt  and  misery.  There  are 
but  few  female  servants,  in  respectable  iknilies,  whose  wages 
are  not  more  than  adequate  to  their  necessary  expenses,  and 
to  that  moderate  provision  for  the  future  which  should  always 
be  encouraged  and  assisted ;  %ut  it  is  a  notorious  fact,  that 
the  surplus  is  too  generally  appropriated  to  the  indulgence  of 
ihb  prevalent  passion;  and  the  consequences  are  lamentably 
evident  to  every  reflecting  mind. 

From  these  considerations,  and  many  others  which  will 
readily  suggest  themselves  on  a  calm  review  of  the  subject, 
it  is  obviously  our  duty  and  our  interest  to  countenance  and 
support  such  measures  as  have  a  tendency  to  elevate  the 
moral  character  of  female  servants,  while  they  promote  those 
habits  of  conscientious  fidelity,  industry,  and  sobriety,  by 
which  domestic  peace  and  good  order  are  secured  and  main- 
tained. Nor  is  it  possible  to  conceive  a  more  efiectual  and 
less  objectionable  mode  of  accomplishing  this  object,  than 
that;  of  exciting  among  tliem  an  interest  in  the  great  design 
of  the  Bible  l^ociety, — ^first,  by  supplying  themselves,  and 
then  by  contributing  their  limited  aid  to  supply  the  whole 
human  race. 

These  observations  cannot  be  more  appropriately  con* 
eluded,  than  by  the  following  extract  from  the  Annual 
Report  of  the  St  Saviour's  and  St.  Thomas's  Assoiciation, 
Southwark  :— 

'*  Within  the  district  were  three  poor  orphan  children,  without  a  fiither, 
without  support,  and  without  a  Bible.  Their  situation  attracted  the  atten- 
tion of  a  female  servant  She  could  not  supply  their  other  necessatiea— she 
could  not  give  them  food  and  raiment  for  their  bodies ;  but  she  gave  what 
she  could  give — ^the  Word  of  God  I  She  subscribed  for  them- to  the  Asso- 
ciation, and  presented  each  child  with  a  Bible!  As  long  as  the  Bible 
Association  of  St  Saviour*8  and  St  Thomases  exists,  skali  this  ikai  she  kaih 
Ane  be  iold/er  a  memerial  of  her  T 

14.  Returning  from  this  digression,  which  will  find  an 
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apology  in  the  importance  of  its  subject — the  next  Female 
Association  to  be  noticed  is  that  of  Readiko. 

It  will  be  recollected,  that  it  was  in  this  town  the  first 
regular  Auxiliary  Society  was  established ;  and  seven  years 
having  elapsed  since  that  memorable  event,  it  might  have 
been  rationally  presumed  that  the  primary  object  of  local 
supply  had  been  fiilly  accomplished.  Some  casual  inquiry^ 
however,  induced  a  doubt  as  to  ftie  correctness  of  this  con-, 
elusion :  and  an  appeal  having  been  made  to  the  Ladies,  it  was 
promptly  recognised;  and  the  Association iVras  instituted  on 
the  4th  of  April  1816,  with  a  degree  of  unanimity  and  aeal 
rarely  equalled  and  never  surpassed.  The  town,  containiiqr 
a  population  of  about  12,000,  was  divided  into  54  districts, 
which  were  regularly  and  systematically  visited  every  week, 
by  one  hundred  and  nine  ladies;  the  results  of  whose  exertions 
during  the  first  four  weeks,  as  reported  at  the  Committee^ 
meeting  heU  on  the  14th  of  May,  exhibited  a  list  of  1790 
contributors,  of  whom  863  were  subscribers  for  Bibles  and 
Testaments,  and  an  aggregate  collection  of  103/.  1&.  At 
the  termination  of  the  first  year,  1056  copies  of  the  holy 
scriptures  had  been  distributed,  by  sale;  and  643/.  1^5.  Sd^ 
hud  been  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  of  which  70£ 
was  unanimously  voted,  as  a  primary  remittance  for  the 
general  object  of  the  Parent  Institution. 

15.  The  unprecedented  success  of  the  Reading  Ladies* 
Association,  and  of  several  similar  establishments  formed 
about  the  same  period  in  the  neighbouring  villages,  in  con- 
nexion with  the  Henley  Auxiliary  Society,  induced  die  Com- 
mittee of  the  latter  institution  to  include  in  the  Appendix  to 
their  Annual  Report  for  1816,  a  detailed  statement  of  the 
Southwark  system,  as  applicable  to  Female  Associations.  This 
publication  being  extensively  circulated,  produced  a  conside- 
rable effect.  At  Abingdon,  Southampton,  Bristol,  Brigh- 
ton, Lewes,  Weymouth,  Poole,  Bridport,  Sherborne,  and 
many  places  of  minor  importance.  Ladies'  Associations  were 
Meedily  organized  ;  and  it  was  evident  that  a  disposition  in 
their  favour  was  rapidly  spreading  throughout  the  kingdom. 
In  the  course  of  these  operations,  the  author  had  found  oCc»« 
sion  to  revise  the  Rules  and  By-laws  originally  framed  at 
Godalming ;  experience  and  more  close  observation  having 
suggested  various  improvements  4n  the  plan,  calculated  to 
facilitate  and  simplify  the  proceedings.  In  October  1817, 
the  entire  code  of  Regulations  was  submitted  to  the  Committee 
of  the.  Parent  Society;  and  afler  a  full  and  minute  examina- 
%on  into  the  tendency  of  each  particular  part,  and  sudi  few 
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alterations  as  appeared  necessary  to  render  the  desim  more 
clear  and  explicit,  it  received  the  unanimous  approval  of  the 
General  Committee  on  the  17  th  of  November;  and  a  Resolu- 
tion was  adopted,  that  copies  should  be  immediately  printed 
and  circulated  in  the  name  and  under  the  sanction  of  the 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society.  This  decision  was 
officially  announced  by  the  following  communication,  prefixed 
to  the  "  Monthly  Extracts,  of  Correspondence,  No.  4.'* 

^  Sodet7*8  House,  £arl  Street,  BlackfrUxB,  Nov.  17,  ISIT* 
^  The  Committee  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Societj  avmil  them- 
sdves  of  their  moiAiljr  communication,  to  make  known  the  result  of  their 
recent  inquiries  and  {Mrooeedings,  in  reference  to  cotain  points  materially 
connected  with  the  interests  of  the  institution. 

"  The  first  subject  of  their  investigation  was,  the  most  proper  mode  of 
turning  to  advantaaeous  account  the  zeal  so  geaerallj  and  kudably  mani- 
fested by  the  Female  sex  in  &vour  of  the  society^s  object,  both  in  its  Domes- 
tic and  Foreign  Department.  The  coarse  which  that  zesl  had  spontaneously 
taken  in  the  establuhment  of  *'  Ladies*  Bible  Associations,*  left  nothing  for 
the  Committee  to  do,  but  to  recommend  the  best  means  which  their  experi- 
ence could  furnish,  for  giving  to  Female  agency,  in  this  way  of  employing  it, 
a  prudent  and  useful  direction.  With  this  view,  the  Committee  examined 
the  Regulations  in  most  general  use:  and  they  now  present  them  in  a 
revised  form,*  in  the  hope  that  they  may  be  found  serviceable  in  modelfing 
that  class  of  Assodalions,  which,  if  regularly  constituted,  and  discreet]^ 
conducted,  is  Ukely  to  become  «n  instnonent  of  extensive  and  permanent 
good." 

The  consequence  of  these  judicious  and  well-timed  pro* 
ceedings,  and  of  this  explicit  approval  on  the  part  of  those  to 
whom  the  superintendence  of  tne  system  is  so  beneficially 
entrusted,  were  speedily  manifested.  Before  the  close  of  that 
year,  no  fewer  tnan  twenty-eight  Female  Associations  were 
established  and  organized  in  the  counties  of  Buckingham^ 
Oxford,  Northampton,  and  Lancaster;  and  the  following  year 
was  characterized  by  the  formation  of  more  than  seventy 
similar  institutions. 

.  16.  Such  were  the  origin  and  progress  of  that  system, 
which  will  be  developed  in  Section  III.:  but  it  is  first  neces* 
sary  to  consider  the  nature  and  constitution  of  Ladies' 
Branch  Societies,  to  which  some  slight  allusion  has  heem 
already  made.  These  institutions  are  of  a  more  recent 
origin,  and  were  not  contemplated  when  the  plan  of  Female 
Associations  was  first  devised;  but  they  claim  priority  of  place, 
on  the  grotuids  of  their  importance,  and  on  those  of  cletf 
and  lucid  arrangement*  IJhey  wSl  therefore  form  the  sub- 
ject of  the  next  section. 


See  Section  III.  of  this  Chapter. 
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It  would  indeed  be  unjust,  in  a  section  which  professes  to 
trace  the  history  of  Female  exertion  in  the  best  of  causes,  to 
omit  a  distinct  allusion  to  a  Lady,  whose  ardent  zeal  and  per- 
severance justify  the  application  of  the  inspired  Umguage— « 
*'Many  daughters  have  aine  virtuously  ;  but  thou  excellest  them 
allj*  Those  readers  who  are  Ceuniliar  with  the  Annual 
Reports  of  the  Parent  Society,  will  recognise,  in  this  allusion, 
"  a  correspondent  at  a  principal  navd  station,'*  who  has, 
during  the  last  eleven  years,  been  the  honoured  instrument 
of  distributing  more  than  twenty-nine  thousand  copies  of  the 
holy  scriptures,  in  ten  different  languages,  among  a  descrip* 
tion  of  persons  to  which  few  could  find  access,  except  those 
who  are  animated,  like  her,  with  a  fervent  desire  to  promote 
tfie  glory  of  God  in  the  salvation  of  her  fellow-creatures. 

SECTION  It 

ON  LADIES*  BRANCH  SOCIETIES. 

1.  In  unfolding  the  practical  constitution  of  the  auxiliary 
vystem,  we  are  perpetually  reminded  of  the  insufHciency  of 
every  human  invention,  for  the  accomplishment  of  even  the 
best  and  purest  ends.  The  works  of  the  Divine  Architect 
alone  bear  die  stamp  of  wisdom  and  i>erfection ;  and  the 
highest  attainment  of  sublunary  intelligence  can  only  be  a 
progressive  approach  towards  Uiat  excellence  which  it  can 
never  reach.  It  has  been  already  observed,  that  every  suc- 
cessive improvement  of  this  system  has  been  the  result  of 
accidental  circumstances ;  and  the  division  of  it  which  now 
di^ns  our  attention,' exhibits  a  striking  illustration  of  this 
vemark. 

On  the  S5th  of  March,  1817,  a  society  was  established  in 
Liverpool,  under  the  designation  of  the  '^  Liverpool  Ladies* 
Auxiliary  Bible  Society ;""  conducted  by  a  treasurer,  two  secre- 
taries, and  a  committee  of  twenty-four  other  ladies;  and  under 
the  patronage  of  the  Countess  of  Derby,  Lady  Stanley,  and 
o^er  elevated  characters  in  the  neighbourhood.  A  judicious 
Address  was  adopted  and  circulated,  wherein  the  ^'great  defi- 
ciency of  Bibles  still  existing  among  the  poorer  classes  in  the 
town  and  vicinity,"  and  the  importance  of  ''  the  general 
btj^ts  of  the. Parent  Institution,"  vere  strongly  urged,  as  the 
grounds  of  appeal  to  the  public  sympathy  and  benevolence.. 
About  jix/y  bdies,  having  subsequently  offered  their  services. 
Ito 'collectors,  were  appointed  to  extensive  districts,  under  the 
49fafection  of  the  respective  members  of  the  Committee,  to 
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whom  they  presented  their  reports  montbly/and  pidd  over  the 
amount  collected. 

In  announcing  this  institution,  the  Co^omittee  of  theLWei^ 
pool  Auxiliary  Society,  in  their  Sixth  Annual  Report,  ob- 
serve : — 

"  Your  Committee  had  lamented  equally  with  all  their  predeceaaora,  the 
great  inefficiency  of  Gentlemen,  in  a  plan  profeasing  to  embrace  the  disteiba. 
tion  of  the  Bible,  ^through  every  part  of  a  numerous,  poor,  and  eTer-wyi^g 
population.  That  defect  will  be  supplied — that  diiSiculty  will  be  removed. 
A  society  of  Ladies  will  be  organized,  under  the  direction  of  their  own  Com- 
mittee, which,  by  dividing  the  town  into  districts,  and  eicamining  minutely 
into  the  wants  of  the  poor,  may  be  able  to  supply  tiiem,  under  circuntttUBioei 
of  more  hope  and  encouragement  than  can  be  expected  from  any  other  fimu 
The  benevolence  of  the  female  character  leads  Indies  continually  into  those 
scenes  of  sorrow  and  suffering,  where  the  mind  is  (humanly  speaking)  more 
pervious  to  the  lessons  of  the  GospeL  Your  Committee  anticipate  a  period, 
not  very  far  distant,  when  the  Ladies*  Society  may  abundantly  supply  /Arar 
lack  oif  service,  and  promote  in  the  hearts  of  the  poor,  generally  throi:^  the 
town,  the  interests  of  that  spiritual  kingdom,  which  is  righteousoeaa,  peace) 
and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost.  Their  influence  will  be  materially  ua^ul  in 
the  collection  of  small  subscriptions:  and  if  these  District  Associations  be  put 
into  fiiU  activity,  the  difficulties  hitherto  experienced  will,  probably,  be 
materially  dimiidshed,  the  support  of  the  poor  more  extenaiveLy  obtadaed, 
pnd  the  poor  themselves  brought  into  more  intimate  acquaintance  with  their 
duty  to  the  commands,  and  their  interest  in  the  blessings  of  the  GoapeL'* 

That  those  prospects  have  been  abundantly  realiaed,  will 
be  shewn  m  the  sequel:  but  the  experience  of  a  few  months 
was  sufficient  to  convince  the  Ladies  thus  engaged,  that  tibe 
plan  they  had  adopted  was  totally  inadequate  to  the  end 
designed.  No  provision  was  made  for  exciting  and  yierpetu^ 
ating  that  feeling,  which  gives  to  every  individual  engaged  in 
the  work,  an  interest  in  its  success ; — the  local  districts  were 
too  extensive,  and  many  parts  of  them  were,  consequently, 
unvisited  ; — the  mode  of  gratuitous  supply  was  carried  to  a 
mischievous  excess ; — but,  above  all,  ho  measures  were  devised 
for  awakening,  in  the  labouring  classes  of  the  community,  the 
benevolent  principle,  and  calling  into  life  and  exercise,  even 
within  the  walls  of  a  cottage,  those  Christian  charities,  the 
developement  of  which  are  among  the  first  and  happiest 
results  of  Bible  Associations.  In  reference  to  diese,  and 
other  defects  in  their  system,  the  Committee  of  Ladies 
observe,  in  their  First  Annual  Report : — 

"  The  further  the^collectors  advanced  in  the  work,  the  more  they  were 
convinced  of  its  mgent  necessity,  and  of  their  inability  to  perform  it.  The 
ftinds  of  the  Society  being  inadequate  to  the  demands  for  Biblee  and  Teatm- 
ments,  even  at  reduced  prices,  your  Committee  were  obliged  to  refbae  aeveral 
^plications  for  ffrants  to  persons  in  indigent  circumstances ;  but  a  arewmaWft 
donation  of  Biblea  and  Testaments,  to  the  amount  of  SJL,  intended  for  the 
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temporary  supply  of  such  persons  as  were  unable  to  purchase,  prevented  the 
iiiconTemence  which  this  circumstance  would  otherwise  have  occanoned. 
New  difficulties  were,  however,  continually  arising,  which  called  for  new  and 
untried  expedients;  and  the  benevolent  designs  of  the  institution  were 
fiequently  impeded,  by  that  want  of  system  which  your  Committee  felt 
themselves  incompetent  to  supply.'* 

.  Such  was  the  state  of  this  society  in  December  1817|  when 
the  author  accepted  an  invitation  to  assist  in  organizing  it  on 
more  correct  principles.  On  investigation,  it  appeared  that, 
during  the  preceding  nine  months^  about  600  persons  had 
entered  their  names  as  subscribers  for  Bibles  and  Testa- 
mentSy  and  about  200  as  free  contributors;  that  271  copies 
of  the  Scriptures  had  been  distributed  by  sale,  and  85 
gratuitously;  and  that  the  total  amount  collected  was 
412/.  185.  3d. 

^  In  a  district,  the  popjolation  of  which  exceeded  one  hundred 
Uiousand,  it  was  evident  that  one  Bible  Association  would  be 
insufficient:  and  as  no  plan  had  hitherto  existed  for  connect- 
ing several  institutions  of  this  description,  conducted  by 
F^ales,  widi  the  same  Auxiliary  Society,  it  became  necessary 
to  devise  a  mode  by  which  their  operations  should  be  carried 
on  with  uniformity  and  effect  The  precedents  exhibited  in 
Southwark,  Westminster,  the  City  or  London,  and  Bristol, 
were  totally  inapplicable  to  Liverpool;  as  in  these,  and  many 
other  populous  places,  Grentlemen's  Associations  pre-occupied 
the  ground. — After  mature  deliberation,  it  was  resolved  to 
divide  the  town  and  its  immediate  vicinity  into  ten  districts, 
aiid  to  estabUsh  and  organize  a  Female  Association  in  each;  of 
which  the  Presidents,  Vice-Presidents,  Treasurers,  and  Secre- 
taries, unitedly,  should  constitute  a  distinct  Society  or  Com- 
mittee, under  the  designation  of  "  The  Ladies'  Branch  of  the 
Liverpool  Auxiliary  Society.**  From  this  plan,  it  was  pre- 
sumed, many  beneficial  effects  would  result: — the  several 
Associations,  under  the  superintending  care  and  direction  of 
judicious  individuals  of  their  own  sex,  would  preserve  an  uni- 
formity of  design  and  proceeding ; — a  rcjgular  and  proper 
medium  of  communication  with  the  Auxiliary  Societv  would 
be  provided,  calculated  to  prevent  trouble  to  all  parties,  and 
to  facilitate  the  separate  and  combined  operations; — the 
remittances  would  be  received,  and  the  Bibles  and  Testaments 
issued, with  order,  economy,  and  despatch ; — ^any  improvements 
in  the  system  would  be  deliberately  considered,  and  effectually 
recommended ; — and  one  Annual  Report  would  exhibit  the 
collective  results  of  the  whole  institution. 

A  Code  of  Ruliss  and  By-Laws,  founded  on  these  princi- 
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pies,  having  been  prepared,  it  was  submitted  to  the  Ladies* 
Committee,  and  being  unanimously  adopted,  the  society  was 
re-formed  on  the  26th  of  December  1817;  and  the  ten  eoB- 
nected  Associations  were  established  within  the  following  wedc 
If  a  doubt  had  hitherto  e^usted  relative  to  the  comparative 
efficiency  of  tiie  plan  thus  adopted,  tiie  immediate  effects 
would  have  removed  it  The  zeal,  tiie  talents,  and  die  in* 
fluence  of  more  than  six  hundred  Ladies  were  called  into  eier- 
cise,  and  directed,  in  a  methodical  and  systematic  manner,  to 
the  investigation  and  sspplv  of  three  hundred  and  fartu-mie 
districts.  At  the  close  of  the  first  year,  the  number  of  sub- 
scribers exceeded  ten  thousand^  of  whom  3364  were  free 
contributors ;  more  than  three  thousandBihles  and  Testaments 
had  been  distributed  by  sale;  and  the  i^ggregste  amount  col- 
lected was  2552^  I65.  lOd,  of  which  the  sum  of  616L  Is. Ad. 
was  remitted  for  the  ffeneral  object  of  the  Pftrent  Institution. 
During  this  period,  '^more  tiian  20,800  visits  had  been  paid, 
and  b&aa  attended,  by  tiie  blessing  of  Gkin,  with  the  happiest 
results,  not  only  to  the  fionihes  of  the  poor,  but  amongst  the 
collectors  themselves*'*  In  surveying  these  unexampled 
effects,  well  might  the  Committee  observe,— 

*'  Though  the  operations  of  your  society,  like  the  mechanism  of  a  watcht 
have  been  concealed  from  view,  their  influence  has  extended  throuf^  the 
circle  of  the  Aasodations,  and  their  beneficial  effects  hare  been  pointed  out 
by  the  Branch  Committee,  as  the  honrsby  the  fingers  on  the  £ai:  the  eye  of 
thi;  mpst  indifferent  will  be  struck  with  the  pleasing  results;  while  the  moie 
attentive  observer  will  perceive  the  adaptation  of  the  yarious  parts  to  the 
perfection  of  the  whole,  and,  thereby  disceming  the  ^  signs  of  the  times,*  wiU 
give  the  praise  to  that  divine  Artificer,  whose  providence  dkeds  and  Rffulaiea  ' 
in  our  movementf." 

The  establishment  of  the  Ladies*  Branch  of  the  Liverpool 
Auxiliary  Society  was  immediately  followed  by  that  of  a 
similar  institution  at  Manchester:  and  the  plan  was  adopted  ' 
at  a  later  period  by  the  Ladies  of  Plymouth,  Hull,  and 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne.  The  complete  success  with  which 
it'  has  been  attended,  not  only  in  its  pecuniary  and  moral 
results,  but  in  its  tendency  to  preserve  inviolate  the  prin- 
ciples and  regulations  recommended  by  the  Parent  Society, 
justifies  the  expectation,  that  the  Ladies'  Associations  in  the 
several  auxiliary  districts  of  the  metropolis  will  speedily  form 
establishments  of  a  like  nature;  and  mat  the  principal  towns 
and  cities  of  the  empire,  in  which  more  than  one  Female 
Association  is  found  expedient,  will  follow  the  example. 
In  the  formation  of  the  societies  just  enumerated,  and 
especially  that  for  Plymouth  and  its  vicinity,  many  improTe* 
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ments  in  the  original  design  suggested  tliemselves ;  and  it  is 
now  submitted  in  its  matured  state,  with  such  observations 
as  appear  necessary  to  render  the  various  regulations  more 
clear  and  intelligible.  , 

a 
&  KuLKf  and  Reoulations  rteommokdedfor  adopikm  h^the  IhADieb'  Bkaitch 
.   .  of  OH  ^uxiliarp  BibU  Socieijf. 

I.  That  we  form  ounelyes  into  a  aociety  in  connexion  with  the  Britiih 
and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  through  the  medium  of  the '  Auxiliioy  • 
Society,  for  the  purpose  of  contributing  towards  the  circulation  of  Che  hdy 
scriptures  without  note  or  conunent,  particularly  in  — — ,  and  its  vicinity  ; 
and  that  this  society  be  denominated  ^*  The  liadie^  Branch  of  the      « 
Auxiliary  Bible  'Society.** 

II.  That  the  business  of  this  society  be  conducted  by  a  Committee,  oon^ 
posed  of  the  honorary  members,  the  Treasurers,  and  Secretaries  of  all  the 
Ladies*  Bible  Associations  now  formed,  or  which  may  hereafter  be  formed^ 
in  connexion  with  the  »  Auxiliary  Bible  Society,  and  of  all  the  Patro- 
nesses and  Yice-Patronesses  who  may  join  the  institution. 

ni«^  That  the  olgects  of  this  Committee  shall  be, 

l»  To  preserve  one  uniform  mode  of  proceeding  thtougfaoift  -aU  the 
Associations  represented  in  this  Brsach  Committee.  ^ 

8.  To  provide  a  regular  medium  of  communication,  by  means  of  iAoB 
Committee,  with  the  Committee  of  the  Auxiliary  Sodety,  aiui 
thereby  facilitate  the  operations  of  each  Association. 

3.  To  constitute  a  medium,  through  which  the  several  Associations  . 
may  receive  their  Bibles  and  Testaments  firom,  and  remit  their  coxw 
tributions  to,  the  Auxiliary  Society,  and  recommend  to  the  Conw 
mittee  of  that  institution  any  deserving  objects  of  gratuitous  supjdy. 

4.  To  condense  the  several  Reports  of  the  respective  Associations,  and  ' 
prepare  and  pubHsh  one  Annual  Beport  of  the  whole  proceedings  <»f 
the  united  AssociationB. 

5.  To  solicit  and  obtain  patronage. 

IT.  That  the  Committee  meet  once  a  month  or  oftener,  on  some  day  to 
be  fixed  by  themselvesk 

T.  ThiCt  a  President,  Treasurer,  and  three  (or  more)  Secretaries,  digible 
tore-election,  shall  be  annually  chosen  at  the  Committee  Meeting  in  ^  . 

TI.  That,  in  conaderation  of  the  offer  of  the  Auxiliary  Bible  Society  to. 
allow  to  this  Branch  the  privil^;es  which  they  are  allowed  by  the  Parent 
Society,  the  whole  of  the  funds  be  pa&d,  after  supplying  local  wants  and 
deducting  incidental  expenses,  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Auxiliary  Society, 
to'  be  by  him  remitted  to  the  Parent  Institution,  as  the  contribution  of  the 
li^dies*  Branch  of  the  Bible  Society  for  ■  and  its  vicinity,  and  stated 

as  such  in  their  Annual  Report. 

VII.  That  this  Committee  prepare  an  Annual  Report  of  its  proeeedings, 
which  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  Secretaries  of  the  Auxiliary  Society,  on  or  v 

heidfre  the of in  each  year,  and  which  shall  be  read  and  pub- 

lifllMBd  as  the  Report  of  the  Ladies*  Branch  of  the  Auxiliary  Bible  Society. 
And  that  every  collector,  and  every  contributor  of  half-a-guinea  or  upwazdi 
per  annum,  be  entitled  to  a  copy. 

Till.  That  this  Branch,  and  all  the  Associations  in  the  town  (op  city)  and  ; 
ita  immediate  vicinity  connected  therewith,  hold  their  anniversary  meetings 
cof^oiat^.with  those  of  the  Auxiliary  Socie^.    But  that  the  Assodationa  . 
esUblished  at  a  distance,  although  in  connexion  with  this  Society,  shall  ^ 
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at  liberty  to  hold  their  respective  annual  meetings,  if  theXocal  Committees 
dem  it  expedient 

VIIL  That  a  copy  of  these  Rules,  mgned  by  the  Secretaries,  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  Comiffittee  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  and  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Auxiliary  Society. 

■ 
«  &  OBSERVATIONS. 

Although  the  remarks  already  made,  ill  reference  to  the  Rules 
of)  an  Auxiliary  Society  {see  Chapter  II.  Section  II.),  are  equally 
applicable,  in  their  general  tendency,  to  the  institution  now  under 
review,  there  are  some  peculiar  features  in  the  preceding  Regula- 
tions which  require  more  particular  consideration : — 

X.  As  the  Ladies'  Branch  of  an  Auxiliary  Society  is  composed, 
esidusiv^y ,  of  the  honorary  and  other  officers  of  Female  Associations 
within  the  district,  it  is  evident  that  such  an  institution  cannot  be 
formed  until  some  progress  is  made  towards  the  establishment  of 
th6  latter.  At  Liverpool,  the  case  was  different;  as  the  materials  for 
a  Branch  Committee  previously  existed  :  but  at  Manchester,  Piy^ 
mouthy  Ac.  the  Associations  were  formed  in  the  first  instance,  and 
the  inatitution  in  question  immediately  followed.  It  will,  however, 
be  found  highly  desirable,  to  prepare  the  frame-work  of  the  society 
as  early  as  possible ;  and  this  may  be  easily  done  when  only  one  or 
two  of  the  projected  Associations  are  established:  the  ulterior  pro- 
ceiE^ings  will  thus  be  materially  facilitated,  and  a  due  degree  of  re- 
gularity, order,  and  cohesion  be  secured  and  maintained.  The  several 
united  Associations  should  not  only  consider  themselves  as  parts  of 
a  whole,  but  as  dependent  on  the  Branch  Society,  which  is  con- 
stituted for  the  general  benefit  of  all ;  and  it  is  obvious,  that  the 
sooner  those  principles  are  practically  applied,  the  greJater  will  be 
that  mutual  harmony  and  good  understanding  which  should  always 
diaracterize  the  system. 

II.  In  the  formation  of  a  new  Association,  it  should  be  the  duty 
of  the  Branch  Secretaries  to  afford  every  requisite  assistance  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Auxiliary  Society :  but  it  is  in  the  organization 
of  the  Committee  that  the  services  and  experience  of  those  Ladies 
will  be  found  most  valuable  and  efficient.  The  Account  Books, 
Papers,  copies  of  the  Branch  Rules,  and  all  other  necessary  docu- 
ments, should  be  immediately  supplied ;  and  the  Secretaries  be  fully 
instructed  in  the  duties  they  are  expected  to  discharge,  not  only  in 
regard  to  their  own  distinct  Association,  but  as  connected  with  the 
Branch  Society.  The  importance  of  full  and  regular  Reports,  and 
of  a  strict  adherence  to  Uie  Rules  adopted,  should  be  especially 
enforced. 

ui.  It  will  be  perceived,  that  it  is  recommended  to  confine  the 
power  of  making  gratuitous  grants,  exclusively,  to  the  Committee 
of  Uie  Auxiliary  Society.  By  this  regulation,  much  trouble  is 
av6ided|  while  every  prudent  facility  is  afforded  to  the  supply  of 
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the  very  few  cases  which,  in  a  well-organized  society^  demand 
attention.  These  cases  will  be  still  more  rare,  if  the  plan  of  the 
Loan- fund — ^which  will  be  considered  in  its  JP>^op^  place— be 
adopted  In  an  early  stage  of  the  proceedings  of  a  Bible  Association. 

IV.  The  observations  already  siiBmitted,  relative  to  the  selection 
of  suitable  persons  as  Secretaries  of  an  Auxiliary  Society  (see 
Chap.  II.  Section  III.)>  being  equally  applicable  in  reference  to  a 
Ladies'  Branch,  supersede  &e  necdiity  of  further  remark  in  this 
place*  Nothing  is  more  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  a  Bible 
Society  than  the  frequent  change  of  Secretaries,  which  should  never 
be  made  without  sufficient  cause. 

▼.  It  should  be  distinctly  understood,  that,  with  the  exception 
of  such  donations  and  subscriptions  as  may  be  derived  from  the 
honorary  officers,  a  Ladies*  Branch  Society  possesses  no  funds  but 
those  of  the  connected  Associations.  The  extent  of  remittances 
for  the  general  object  of  the  Parent  Institution  will,  consequently, 
depend  on  the  amount  voted  for  this  express  purpose  by  the  re- 
spective Committees  of  these  Associations ;  and,  from  the  aggregate 
aibount,  the  incidental  expenses  of  the  Branch  Society  should  be 
deducted,  and  the  surplus  balance  be  annually  remitted  to  the 
Auxiliary  Society,  as  provided  by  the  5th  Rule. 

Ti.  To  those  who  are  familiar  with  the  Annual  Reports  of  the 
Liverpool,  Manchester,  and  Plymouth  Ladies'  Societies,  the  6th 
Rule  will  carry  its  own  recommendation.  Few  documents  have 
issued  from  the  press,  better  calculated  to  arrest  the  attention  and 
excite  an  interest  in  behalf  of  the  cause  whose  merits  they  attest. 
This  publication  should  appear  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  Annuid 
Meeting ;  and  should  contain  a  brief,  but  lucid  compendium  of  the 
procee£ng8  and  comparative  state  of  the  several  Associations ;  with 
a  judicious  selection  of  such  passages  from  their  Reports,  as  may 
exhibit  a  faithful  exposition  or  the  beneficial  effects  produced.  A 
copy  of  the  Treasurer's  account,  as  audited,  should  be  appended, 
with  an-  alphabetical  list  of  all  free  contributors  to  the  respective 
Associations  of  half-a-guinea  per  annum  and  upwards.  The  re- 
quisite number  of  copies  for  the  supply  of  those  subscribers  should 
be  sent,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  the  Secretaries  of  each  Association ; 
and,  if  the  Report  be  not  published  jointly  with  that  of  the  Auxiliary 
Society,  twelve  copies  should  be  transmitted  to  the  Committee  o£ 
the  Parent  InsUtution. 

One  of  the  first  duties  of  the  Committee  wiU  be,  the  con* 
flideration  and  adoption  of  a  Code  of  By-Laws,  which  .wifl 
fi>nn  the  subject  of  the  next  division. 


4.   BY-LAWS, 

Reeemaunded  far  adepium  hy  the  OmmUiee  ef  a  Laiu^  Brwueh  Soeie^* 

L  That  the  Committee  shall  meet  at  the  ,  on  the  ■  ■    ■'  in  every 

msafth,  at  ^^^  o'clock  precuely. 
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at  liberty  to  hold  their  respective  annual  meetiogSy  if  theXocal  Committees 
d&ern  it  expedient. 

YIII.  That  a  copy  of  these  Rules,  signed  by  the  Secretaries,  be  toana- 
mitted  to  the  Comiffittee  of  the  Brilirii  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  and  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Auxiliary  Society. 

i  &  OBSEBYATIONS. 

Although  the  remarks  already  made,  iH  reference  to  the  Rules 
of>an  Auxiliary  Society  (see  Chapter  11.  Section  ll.)»  are  equally 
applicable,  in  their  general  tendency^  to  the  institution  now  under 
review,  there  are  some  peculiar  features  in  the  preceding  Regula- 
tions which  require  more  particular  consideration : — 

I.  As  the  Ladies*  Branch  of  an  Auxiliary  Society  is  composed, 
esidusiv^y ,  of  the  honorary  and  other  officers  of  Female  Associations 
within  the  district,  it  is  evident  that  such  an  institution  cannot  be 
formed  until  some  progress  is  made  towar4s  the  establishment  of 
thd  latter.  At  Liverpool,  the  case  was  different;  as  the  materials  for 
a  Branch  Committee  previously  existed  :  but  at  Manchester,  Piy^ 
mouthy  Ac,  the  Associations  were  formed  in  the  first  instance,  and 
the  institution  in  question  immediately  followed.  It  will,  however, 
be  found  highly  desirable,  to  prepare  the  frame-work  of  the  society 
as  early  as  possible ;  and  this  may  be  easily  done  when  only  one  or 
two  of  the  projected  Associations  are  established:  the  ulterior  pro- 
ceedings will  thus  be  materially  facilitated,  and  a  due  degree  of  re- 
gularity, order,  and  cohesion  be  secured  and  maintmned.  The  several 
united  Associations  should  not  only  consider  themselves  as  parts  of 
a  whole,  but  as  dependent  on  the  Branch  Society,  which  is  con* 
fitituted  for  the  general  benefit  of  all ;  and  it  is  obvious,  that  the 
sooner  those  principles  are  practically  ap(>lied,  the  greater  will  be 
that  mutual  harmony  and  good  understanding  which  should  always 
duuracterize  the  system. 

II.  In  the  formation  of  a  new  Association,  it  should  be  the  du^ 
of  the  Branch  Secretaries  to  afford  every  requisite  assistance  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Auxiliary  Society:  but  it  is  in  the  organization 
of  the  Committee  that  the  services  and  experience  of  those  Ladies 
will  be  found  most  valuable  and  efficient.  The  Account  Books,- 
Papers,  copies  of  the  Branch  Rules,  and  all  other  necessary  docu- 
ments, should  be  immediately  supplied ;  and  the  Secretaries  be  fully 
instructed  in  the  duties  they  are  expected  to  discharge,  not  only  in 
regard  to  their  own  distinct  Association,  but  as  connected  with  the 
Branch  Society.  The  importance  of  full  and  regular  Reports,  and 
of  a  strict  adherence  to  die  Rules  adopted,  should  be  especially 
enforced. 

ui.  It  will  be  perceived,  that  it  is  recommended  to  confine  the 
power  of  making  gratuitous  grants,  exclusively,  to  the  Comniittee 
of  tlie  Auxiliary  Society.  By  this  regulation,  much  trouble  is 
av61ded,  while  every  prudent  facility  is  afforded  to  the  supply  of 
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the  very  few  cases  which,  ia  a  well- organized  society^  demand 
attention.  These  cases  will  be  still  more  rarci  if  the  plan  of  the 
Loan- fund — which  will  be  considered  in  its  Pfoper  place— > be 
adopted  In  an  early  stage  of  the  proceedings  of  a  Bible  AsBociation. 

IV.  The  observations  already  submitted,  relative  to  the  selection 
of  suitable  persons  as  Secretaries  of  an  Auxiliary  Society  {see 
Chap.  II.  Section  HI.),  being  equally  applicable  in  reference  to  a 
Lames'  Branch,  supersede  &e  necessity  of  further  remark  in  this 
place.  Nothing  is  more  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  a  Bible 
Society  than  the  frequent  change  of  Secretaries,  which  should  never 
be  made  without  sufficient  cause. 

Y.  It  should  be  distinctly  understood,  that,  with  the  exception 
of  such  donations  and  subscriptions  as  may  be  derived  from  the 
hoDoraiy  officers,  a  Ladies'  Branch  Society  possesses  no  funds  but 
those  of  the  connected  Associations.  The  extent  of  remittances 
for  the  general  object  of  the  Parent  Institution  will,  consequently, 
depend  on  the  amount  voted  for  this  express  purpose  by  the  re- 
spective Committees  of  these  Associations ;  and,  from  the  aggregate 
aikiount,  the  incidental  expenses  of  the  Branch  Society  should  be 
deducted,  and  the  surplus  bdance  be  annually  remitted  t6  the 
Auxiliary  Society,  as  provided  by  the  5th  Rule. 

Yi.  To  those  who  are  familiar  with  the  Annual  Reports  of  the 
Liverpool,  Manchester,  and  Plymouth  Ladies'  Societies^  the  6th 
Rule  will  carry  its  own  recommendation.  Few  documents  have 
issued  from  the  press,  better  calculated  to  arrest  the  attention  and 
excite  an  interest  in  behalf  of  the  cause  whose  merite  they  attest. 
This  publicaUon  should  ap{>ear  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  Annuid 
Meeting ;  and  should  contain  a  brief,  but  lucid  compendium  of  the 
procee£ng8  and  comparative  state  of  the  several  Associations ;  with 
a  judicious  selection  of  such  nassages  from  their  Reports,  as  may 
exhibit  a  faithful  exposition  or  the  beneficial  effects  produced.  A 
copy  of  the  Treasurer's  account,  as  audited,  should  be  appended, 
with  an-  alphabetical  list  of  all  free  contributors  to  the  respective 
Associations  of  half*apguinea  per  annum  and  upwards.  The  re* 
quisite  number  of  copies  for  the  supply  of  those  subscribers  should 
he  sent,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  the  Secretaries  of  each  Association ; 
and,  if  the  R  eport  be  not  published  jointly  with  that  of  the  Auxiliary 
Society,  twelve  copies  should  be  transmitted  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Parent  Institution. 

One  of  the  first  duties  of  the  Committee  will  be,  the  con« 
sideration  and  adoption  of  a  Code  of  By-Laws,  which  .wifl 
fi>nn  the  subject  of  the  next  division. 


4.   BY-LAWS, 

Reeemmended  far  adopiim  hjf  the  CtmmUUe  •/  a  LadU^  Brwueh  Society. 

L  That  the  Committee  shall  meet  at  the  ,  on  the         ■  in  every 

■t  •«».  o'cbek  prsdaely. 
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t^  means  of  its  attaiDment  ^ould  be  ascertained  and  considered, 
in  reference  to  their  more  generid  application; — and,  if  tbe 
iSghtest  deviation  from  the  principles  and  rules  of  the  Society  be 
nnmlfested,  the  most  decided,  measures  should  be  taken  to  correct , 
dle*evil  and  prevent  its  repetition.  The  Committee,  in  all  their 
proceedings,  should  consider  themselves  the  guardians  of  the 
interests,  the  peace,  and  the  character  of  the  united  Associations : 
and,  remembering,  iliat  '^  whether  one  member  suffer /all  the  members 
nfferivith  it  ^  or  one  member  be  honoured,  all  the  members  rejoice 
wUh  itj'  press  forward  in  that  "  more  excellent  way"  by  which  an 
effi^fience  is  afforded  that  they  are  members  of  '*'the  body  of  Christ.** 

'til.  The  Depository  should  be  established  in  a  central  and  con- 
▼einient  place ;  and  if  in  or  near  the  house  where  the  Committee- 
meetings  are  held,  it  will  be  the  more  desirable.  The  gentlemen 
of  the  Liverpool  Bible  Society  have  supplied  their  Ladies'  Branqh 
wfth  eligible  premises,  for  both  purposes ;  and  at  Plj^mouth,  a 
•uitdile  room  has  been  procured,  at  the  annual  rent  of  six  pounds, 
which  is  fitted  up  as  a  Depository,  and  in  which  the  Committee 
als6  meet.  A  sufficient,  though  not  an  extravagant  stock  of  Bibles 
and  Testaments,  JLo  answer  the  demands  of  the  Associations,  should 
be  constantlv  kept  on  hand,  and  properly  arranged ;  and  the  Books  ' 
riioald  be  frequently  examined,  not  onl^  to  ascertain  the  correct- 
ness of  the  Stock-list,  but  to  insure  their  preservation.  Another 
d^lpartment  of  the  Depository  should  include  an  adequate  supply  of 
Account-Book^,  Visiting  and  Collecting-Books,  printed  Papers, 
Fdnns  of  the  various  Reports,  &c.  for  the  use  of  the  society  and  its 
connected  Associations.  The  Reports  of  the  Parent  Institution, 
anH  of  Auxiliary  and  other  societies,  with  a  connected  series  of 
the  **  Monthly  Extracts/'  constitute  a  valuable  addition  to  the 
D^f^ositoiy.  It  will  save  considerable  trouble  to  all  parties,  if  the 
Bible  Secretary  of  the  respective  Associations  deliver  their  order 
for  anjr  Bibles  and  Testaments  required,  at  the  close  of  the  regular 
Cmnndttee-meetings ;  but  as  many  unforeseen  circumstances  will 
require  attention,  the  Branch  Secretaries  should  appoint  one  day, 
weeldy,  when  they  may  be  met  with  at  die  Depository  at  stated 
hddrs. 

IV.  Although  recent  personal  investigation  has  established  the 
melancholy  fact,  that  many  extensive  districts  in  our  own  highly- 
&voured  country  are,  in  a  lamentable  degree,  destitute  of  the  holy 
scriptures  ;  yet  experience  has  proved,  Uiat  it  is  not  by  gratuitous 
subply  this  deficiency  can  be  best  remedied.  A  mass  of  irresistible 
evidence  has  already  testified,  not  only  to  the  ability  but  the  incli- 
nation of  the  labouring  classes  to  aid  themselves,  and  to  the  superior 
value  attached  to  that  blessing  which  has  been  thus  obtained,  when 
the  mode  of  procuring  it  has  been  opened  to  them.  No  instance 
has,  hitherto,  occurred,  wherein  a  Female  Association  in  connexion 
with  a  Ladies'  Branch  has  required  a  supply  of  Bibles  and  Testa- 
ments beyond  the  amount  of  money  remitted ;  on  the  contr&ryi  a 
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laudable  desire  is  manifested  to  contribute  in  aid  of  the  general 
design  of  the  Parent  Society;  and' this  disposition,  it  is  con* 
fidently  hoped,  will  become  still  more  universal.  But  it  should  not 
be  concealed,  that  a  degree  of  lukewarrnness  has  been  witnessed, 
in  some,  quarters,  in  reference  to  the  Foreign  operations  of  the 
Bible  Society.  It  has  been  aslced,  ''  Why  cannot  foreign  natiooft 
supply  themselves ;  and  why  should  we  be  required  to  assist  them?** 
To  this  inquiry,  the  Christian  will  find  the  best  answer  in  his  Bib]e> 
and  in  his  own  heart :  and  those  who  are  acquainted  with  the  simttt 
of  other  countries,  and  especially  of  Heathen  lands,  will  find  in  the 
simple  words,  *^  thei/  cannot  help  themselves"  a  sufficient,  becauM  a 
true  reply.  But  this  subject  has  been  so  fully  treated  in  the  pre« 
ceding  parts  of  this  work  (see  Chap.  I.  Sections  X.  ^  XL)»  that  it 
is  not  necessary  to  enlarge  on  it  in  this  place.  Shall  it  be  said  in 
the  nineteenth  century,  and  in  a  land  which  owes  to  foreigners  this 
sacred  foundation  of  its  dearest  rights  and  its  highest  privilegea» 
that  they  shall  now  look  to  her  in  vun  ? — Shajl  the  seas  w^ich 
bound  her  shores  circumscribe  the  range  of  her  benevolence;  instead 
of  fulfilling  the  gracious  designs  of  her  God  and  Saviour,  by  bearing 
to  all  kindreds,  tongues,  and  people,  the  evidence  of  her  gratitude, 
and  the  charter  of  our  common  salvation  ? — ''  Silver  and  gold  thkx 
have  none;*  but  never  will  England  refuse  to  say  unto  them,  *''/« 
the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Nazareth^  rise  up  and  walk  /  " 

V.  In  a  Ladies*  Branch  Society,  as  in  all  kindred  institutions,  iba 
necessity  for  special  Committee- meetings  will  seldom  occur,  if  the 
Secretaries  be  executive  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties.  A  mo- 
derate exercise  of  fore- thought  will  generally  enable  them  to  bring 
forward  every  subject  requiring  consideration,  at  the  regular 
monUily  meetings ;  at  which  nothing  is  more  likely  to  insure  thft 
punctual  attendance  of  the  members,  than  the  avoidance  of  exti«« 
ordinary  claims  on  their  time. 

vr.  TI)e  privilege  conferred  on  the  Secretaries  by  the  XVth 
By-Law,  will  be  found  highly  conducive  to  the  interests  of  the 
several  Associations;  and  it  is  very  desirable  .that  those  officers 
should  avail  themselves  of  it,  as  far  as  may  be  consistent  with  their 
ipore  immediate  duties.  The  correct  knowledge  thus  acquired  of 
the  system,  in  all  its  practical  relations,  will  enable  them  to  conduct 
the  general  business  with  ease  and  efficacy.  If  other  Ladies  pror 
perly  qualified  can  be  found  to  occupy  this  important  station,  it  is 
recommended  that  they  shall  not  be  selected  from  among  the 
officers  of  the  united  Associations  ;  for  although  it  may  reasonably 
be  expected  that  no  undue  partiality  would  be  manifested,  in  the 
event  of  such  selection,  the  mere  suspicion  of  its  existence  would 
weaken  the  hands  of  the  Secretaries,  and  contract  their  field  of 
usefulness.  

When  the  Rules  and  By-Laws  have  been  maturely  con- 
aidered  and  adopted,  a  certain  number  of  copies  should  be 
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^nntedy  and  two  or  three  sent  to  each  of  the  members, 
llie  names  of  die  Patronesses,  Officers,  and  ComnAttee 
may  be  advantageously  prefixed ;  and  in  some  societies  the 
following  observations  have  been  appended : — 

*  **  The  RuLBs  and  Regulations  of  the  Society,  with  the  Bt- 
Laws  of  the  Committee,  are  forwarded  to  the  Members,  in  the 
earnest  hope  that  diey  sufficiently  explain  the  nature  of  those 
interesting  duties  which  are  required  from  them.  The  purity  of 
tiK  design  can  only  be  mwntained  by  the  watchful  care  of  those 
who  are  privileged  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  practical  details  of 
the. Bible  Society;  and  it  is,  therefore,  incumbent  on  than  to 
adhere,  with  scrupulous  attention,  to  the  simple  nature  of  the 
inatitution,  and  m  the  spirit  of  meekness  and  comprehenshre 
chari^  to  pursue  the  object. 

6.  The  circulation,  by  means  of  the  Collectors,  of  an 
Address  to  die  Mistresses  of  Families,  on  the  formation  of  a 
Xtadies*  Branch  Society,  has  been  attended  with  considerable 
advantage,  in  every  point  of  view. 

The  specimen  subjoined  will  sufficientiy  explain  tiie  nature 
and  design  of  such  a  document,  which  should  be  prepared  at 
the  primary  meeting  of  the  Committee :-~ 

*'  Madam,— We  have  the  pleasure  to  iziform  jou,  that  a  Society  has  been 
recently  established,  denominated  ^*'  The  Ladies*  Branch  of  the  Plymouth, 
Plymouth-Bock,  and  Stonehouse  Auxiliary  Bible  Society,**  whi(i,  by  a 
division  of  the  towns  and  neighbourhood  into  districts,  and  the  formation  of 
an  AsMidation  of  Ladies  in  each,  proposes  to  unite  the  exertions  of  all 
Females,  whose  benevolence  may  di^xise  them,  to  supply  every  individual 
who  is  destitute  of  the  holy  scriptures,  with  eepieM  «/  ih€  duikaviged  Fkrmm 
wiiktmi  note  or  eommenii  by  collecting  their  subscription  of  one  penny  or 
'  upwards  per  week,  according  to  theur  circumstances.  Two  Ladies  will 
rmilarly  call  for  th^  subscriptions. 

^  It  is  hoped  that  many  important  advantages  will  result  from  this  plan* 
ti  regularly  visiting  the  labouring  classes  of  society :  their  real  condition 
will  be  thus  correctly  ascertained,  and  opportunity  afforded  of  recommend* 
ing  habits  of  order,  cleanliness,  and  frugality.  But  it  is  to  its  advantages, 
with  respect  to  domestic  servants,  that  your  attention  u  more  particularly 
solicited :  much  of  our  comfort  depends  upon  this  class  of  society ;  and 
surely  it  is  of  importance  to  f^qnish  them  with  those  sacred  records,  which, 
if  seriously  perused,  will  insure  their  good  conduct,  while  they  promote 
their  present  comfort  and  guide  them  to  f\iture  happiness.  It  may  be  said, 
that  most  servants  are  furnished  with  Bibles  by  Uieir  masters;  but  it  has 
been  very  generally  observed,  that  Bibles  thus  provided  are  not  so  justly 
vmlued  as  those  which  are  purchased  by  themselves,  and  thus  become  a  part 
of  their  individual  property. 

^  These  observations  are  respectfully  presented  to  your  consideration : 
and  if  you  approve  of  them,  you  are  solicited  to  speak  to  your  servants  upon 
the  subject;  the  regulations  of  this  society  not  permitting  any  collector  to 
apply  to  a  servantt  except  throu^  the  medinm  or  by  penmasioa  ot  her' 
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,1^  *_-  ^  7^'  servants  become  subscribers,  their  subscriptions  wiU  be 
called  for,  «ther  qwterly,  monthly,  or  weekly,  at  your  pl^ure  ;  «nd  in 
due  time,  Bibles  and  Testaments  wiU  be  deUvered  tl  them,  eithiVe^or 
HBdor  the  cost  prices,  and  considerably  cheaper  than  they  could  be  Durdiaa«r 
at  a  bookseller's.  ^  ^    vuooeu 

"  Donations  and  fi:ee-subscripUon8  wiU  be  thankfiiUy  received  bv  the 
coUecton,  m  order  to  enable  the  society  to^kUver  Bibles  at  reduced  pricea.' 
4ir  gratuitously  to  those  who  are  unable  to  pay  the  cost  price. 

^..^'''^  *  consideiution  of  these  suggestions,  %hich  are  respectflilly  sub^ 
mitted,  induce  you,  Madam,  to  favour  the  society  with  your^rsomdco. 
operation,  as  a  member  of  one  of  the  District  Associations,  yoitt  name  will 
be  gratefully  received.  More  than  10,000  British  Ladies  are  now  eniMedia 
this  ^port^t  and  interesting  employment,  which  requires  the  appropSition 
ofonbr  one  hour  m  the  week.  Many  Ladies  of  the  highest  rank  ind  station 
take  an  active  part  in  the  proceedings  of  similar  societies ;  and  die  practical 
results  have  more  ths^  surpassed  the  most  sanguine  anticipations  rf  tiiose 
connected  with  tiie  mstitution :  habits  of  order,  sobriety,  deaiBness,  decin^ 
and  loyalty,  have  been  acquired  by  die  Ubouring  da«K» ;  and  tiie  general 
r^l  i^u^f  ^  ^J^  sensibly  and  essentiaUy  promoted,  whoever  a 
Ladies'  Bible  Association  has  been  eMbliahed. 

By  order  of  the  Committee, 

d>.>Secretariei.'* 

7.  The  forms  of  the  Books  and  Papers,  and  the  mode  of 
keeping  the  accounts,  resemble  in  many  particidars  those  of 
an  AuxiUary  Society,  which  have  been  minutely  described 
^Jrt^^}^^  ^^'  Section  V.  Where  any  difference  exists,  it 
will  be  distinctly  pointed  out  in  the  subsequent  observations. . 

•••  InaU  ikt  fiihrnmr  Speeimens,  the  enirie$  in  ItaHcs,  and  the  ammmis  of 
mm^Sy  art  to  be  eonsiiertd  at  manusenpt, 

NO.  I.-^-MINUTE   BOOK. 

•Hie  rough  and  fair  Minute  Books  are  precisely  similar  in  form 
to  those  of  an  Auxiliary  Society.  The  following  specimen,  which 
mcludes  the  proceedings  of  the  first  and  second  ^meetings  of  the 
Committee,  will  sufficiently  illustrate  the  mode  of  transactinjr  the 
business.  ^ 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Presidents,  Treasurers,  and  Secretaries  of  the  several 
Indies*  Bible  Associations  in  the  towns  of  Plymouth,  Plymouth  Dock, 
Stonehouse,  and  their  vicinity ; — 

F&ESKirT, 

ji,  B.  in  the  Chair ; 

and  the  following  Officers' of  the  respective  Associations, 

[Here  follow  the  namtt\ 

witii  'Mtmn'—^here  follow  the  names  of  the  Secretariee  of  the  JuxiUarw 

SeektMi  emd  that  of  a  gentleman  who  attended  on  behalf  of  the  Parent  hutu 

tuimnl^    Tisiton. 


$M  xnDfst'  BIBLE  notitrmi.  [ofiAF.  m; 

Minutes  of  the  FTw*  Committee  Meeting, 

The  following  Resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted :— - 

I.  That  a  Ladies*  Sranch  of  the  Auxiliary  Bible  Sodety  of  tlioeiGMrnB  be. 
now  established,  of  whi$h  the  following  shall  be  the  Rules  and  Regulaliona:^- 

{See^  Second  Division  of  tItU  Section,) 
%.  That  the  regular  meetings  of  the  Committee  be  held  on  the  last  Tuesday 
in  every  months  at  eleven  o'clo(#preciaely,  in  the  forenoon ;  and  that  the  said 
meetings  be  held  at  the  Lectuze-room  of  the  Literary  and  Kuloaqphicil 
Society,  Plymouth  Dodc,  liRtil  a  suitable  Depository  be  opened. 
.  3.  That  the  blowing  be  the  By-laws  of  the  Committee  :-^ 
{See  the  Fourth  Division  of  this  Section.) 
4b  That  the  following  Ladies  be  the  Officers  of  this  Society ;  vis. 
Mrs.  0.  Treasurer. 

Miss  C  />•        Minute  Secretary. 
Miss  E.F,        Cash  Secretaiy. 
Miss  G,  H.       Bible  Secretary. 

5.  That  the  Minute  Socretaxy  be  requested  to  have  SSO  copies  of  die 
Rules  and  By-laws  printed,  and  to  send  three  copies  to  every  number  of  tiw 
Committee. 

6.  That  the  Address  to  theMis^nesses  of  Families,  now  produced  and  read, 
{see  the  Sixth  Division  of  this  Section)  be  Adopted;  and  that  the  Minute 
Secretary  be  requested  to  have  1000  copies  printed,  and  an  adequate  number 
sent  to  Uie  Minute  Secretary  of  each  Association,  to  be  addressed  and  drcu^ 
lated  at  the  discretion  of  the  collectors. 

7.  That  the  Minute  Secretary  be  requested  to  have  1 00  Committee-cards* 
printed,  and  to  have  two  cofnes  sent  to  every  member  of  the  Comn^ttee. 

8.  That  the  Minute  Secretary  be  requested  to  fiilfll  the  duty  prsKribed 
by  the  Eighth  Genend  Rule. 

9*  That  I.£C.y  L.iff.,  and  iV.O.,  be  requested  to  examine  and  report  to  the 
next  meeting,  where  a  suitable  place  can  be  procured  for  a'  depositary.  LK, 
to  act  as  Secretary  of  this  Sub-committee. 

10.  That  the  District  Conunittees  be  requested  to  report  to  the  next 
meeting,  the  number  of  copies  of  the  ^^  Monthly  Eztracia**  required  by  their 
respective  Associations,  in  order  to  enable  this  Committee  to  order  a  suitable 
r^gidar  supply. 

II.  That  P.Q,  and  12.5.  be  appointed  Auditors  for  the  present  3reer. 

1 3.  That  the  Minute  Secretary  be  requested  to  furnish  the  District  Cta^ 
mittees,  and  other  parties  interested,  with  Forms  of  the  several  Reports 
required  by  tlie  By-laws,  as  early  as  posrable. 

13.  That  the  Secretaries  address  an  application  to  the  following  Ladies, 
respectfully  soliciting  their  patronage  of  tins  institution : 

[Here  follow  the  Names  of  several  Ladies  of  distingnithedrank  and  cAoroetfer.] 

14.  That  this  Committee  a^ioum  to  Tuesday,  the  84th  instant,  st 
1 1  o*clock. 


The  importance  of  completing  all  the  preliminary  arrangements 
as  soon  as  possible,  so  as  to  get  the  society  regularly  organized, 
justifies'a  Special  Committee  Meeting  in  this  early  stage  of  the  pro- 
ceedings. This  consideration  will  be  strengthened,  if  the  services 
of  Gentlemen  connected  with  the  Parent  Institution  can  be  obtained ; 

/  See  Specimen,  No.  10  of  this  Section. 


ifiBCr;  n.]  '  IrADIES'  BRANCH  SdiCIETIES.  i^ 

Minutes  of  the  Second  Committee  Meeting. 

«»  the  advantage  of  their  assistance  will  be  so  far  appreciated  as  to 
prevent  their  unnecessary  detention.  The  ^bsequent  Minutes 
embrace  the  usual  proceedings  at  the  Second  Committee  Meeting.. 

At  the  Secdnd  M^tmg  of  the  Committee,  S4th  Novmber,  1818  i^-    , 

PREBEVT, 

ji.B,  in  the  Chair. 
CD.,  E,F.,  G.H.,  and  /./T.,  Visitora; 
and  those  Ladies  whose  names  aretouoked  off  in  the  list : — 
The  Minutes  of  the  hut  meeting  having  been  read,  it  was  bxsolvxi^-* 
1 5.  That  the  said  Minutes  be  confirmed. 

le.  The  Minute  Secretary  reported,  that  the  5th,  6th,  7th,  8th,  and  18th 
Minutes  were  complied  with* 

17.  LK^  on  behalf  of  the  Sub-Committee  appointed  by  the  9th  Minuta, 
sepoited,  that  they  had  sden  and  proviaoaally  engaged  a  very  eligible  tosoi 
ftr  a-.Deppsitory  at  Mr.  W — ^'s.  No.  — ,  — ^Street,  at  the  annual  rent  of  six 
guineas,  subj^t  to  the  approval  of  th^  Committee. 

18.  Resolved,  That  this  meeting  approve  and  confirm  the  said  engage- 
ment; and  that  the  Treasurer  and  SecKtaries  be  requested  to  have  the  room 
properly  fitted  up  as  a  Depositofy. 

.  19.  That  the  Minute  Secretary  request  the  Committee-  of  the  Auxiliary 
'Society  to  order  from  the  Parent  Institution,  on  account  of  this  Committee,  a 
regular  monthly  supply  of  six  hundred  copies  of  the  *'  Extracts  of  Cor« 
respondence,**  for  the  connected  Associations. 

30.  That  the  13th  Minute  be  continued. 

%  1.  Beports  were  presented  and  read  from  the  Treasliien  of  the  respective 
Awociations,  of  which  the  following  is  an  abstract :— > 

Beceived  this  monfli.        Voted  fo  Ihe  Braneh. ' 


1.  Charles*      .    . 

»    .    .    •    58  .     1  • 

6 

.^    50. 

0  . 

0 

S.  St.  Andrews'  . 

...     48  .    0  • 

6 

.^    40  . 

0. 

0 

8.  Northern  Dock   . 

...     41  ,  10  . 

7 

35  i 

0  . 

0 

4.  Southern  Dock   . 

...     46  .  16  . 

5 

•.-...     40  . 

0  . 

0 

.     ,     .     48  .     8  . 

10 

......     45  . 

0  . 

0 

6.  Sudce,  &c  .  .     . 

.     .     .     «6  .     0  . 

7 

«0  . 

0  . 

0 

7.  Torpoint    *»  .    . 

...     34  .  16  . 

6 

.-...     30  . 

0  . 

0 

a  Millbrook  .    .    . 

...     19  .     3  . 

5 

......     15  . 

0  . 

0 

je.3««  .  12  . 

4 

je.275  . 

0  . 

0 

8^  Beports  were  presented  and  read  firom  the  several  District  Committees 
in  order ;  and  it  was  resolved,  that  the  said  Beports  be  received. 

93.  The  depository  not  being  yet  opened,  no  report  was  presented  by  the 
Bible  Secreta]^. 

24.  The  Cash  Secretary  reported,  thst  the  total  amount  paid  m  this  day  by 
the  Treasurers  of  the  several  Associations,  is  £,  275. 

85.  Besolved,  Thai  the  said  sum  oi  £.  275  be  paid  to  the  Treasurer. 

86.  The  Treasurer  presented  her  report,  by  which  it  appears  that  the 
tfnovmt  in  her  hands  is  £.  275. 

87.  Besolved,  That  the  Treasurer  be  requested  to  remit  £.  850  to  the 
Caah  Secretary  of  the  Auxiliary  Society,  on  Pwekme  Account 

38.  That  the  Bible  Secretary  be  requested  to  older  firem  the  BiUe 
8eeietsir7  of  the  AutUieiy:  Society,  Bibles  and  Tcstameats,  at  cost  priosi^ 

C  C 


M6  -hASHBtf  BIBI4B  BOCIBTKBC.  [CBAT.  V» 

Report  Book  superseded  bj  a  Guard  Book.— Cash  Bode 

of  such  descqptions  as  she  maj  deem  most  suitable,  to  an  amoant  not  ex- 
ceeding S50/. 

99.  The  Minute  Secretaiy  presented  a  copy  of  the  Ilules  and  Aegulationa 
of  the  Ivy..6rUif€  Ladies'  Association,  formed  on  the  9BA  instant  in  oomiesioli 
with  this  sodety ;  and  reported  that  the  following  liidies  had  beaft  electoA 
officers  of  that  institution,  viz. 

Mrs.^.     .    .    •    President. 

Mrs.  jff*    «    .    .    Treasurer. 

Miss  C     •    •    •    Minute  Secretaxy* 

Mrs.  />.«..    Cash  Secretaiy. 

TdisBE.F.     .    .    Bible  Secretary, 
whom  she  had  supplied  with  the  requisite  books  and  papeni. 

Sa  Resojlv^,  That  it  be  strong^  recommended  to  the  Cmnmitteeofvtery 
Association  in  connexion  with  this  society,  to  establish,  by  private  sabsa'ipiioa, 
«'  ij9an:~/tmdy  for  the  purchase  of  Bibles  and  Testaments,  or  Teatameats  €nly» 
at  their  discretion ;  and  that  a  copy  of  the  Belles*  of  such  institntloo  ib 
tzaBsmitted,  with  this  Resolution,  to  the  respectivv  Minute  Secretiiiesi 
31.  That  this  Meeting  do  now  aiyoum. 


Na  n. — ^R^ORT  BOOK. 

This  booic  is  desired  to  be  a  register  of  tbe  facta  and  ob« 
aervatioDS  contained  m  the  Monthly  Reports  of  the  District  Com- 
mittees. But  it  is  respectfully  submitted,  that  the  necessity  of  such 
a  record,  and  the  trouble  of  transcribing  from  these  docmnents, 
^naay  be  altogether  obviated  by  the  plan  of  pasting  the  Re|^orta  in 
"what  is  called  a  Guard  Book  (See  Chap.  II.  Seciian  fV.  9M  dwuianyi 
a  few  leaves  at  the  beginning  of  which  may  be  appropriated  to  the 
purposes  of  an  Index,  to  promote  facility  of  reference  when  pre- 
paring the  Annual  Report,  &c.  For  instance,  the  following,  among 
other  heads,  may  be  adopted ;  the  figures  referring  to  tbe  pages 
whith  contain  illustrations  of  the  subject  :^— 

"Advantages  of  the  Loan-fund"— 3,  8,  22,  36,  41. 

**  Advantage  of  circulating  the  Monthly  Extracts*' — 2,  7>  13. 

"  Collateral  Benefits"—!,  4, 11,  14,23,  33,  40. 

lliose  societies  which  prefer  the  former  mode,  of  copying  the 
Facts  and  Observations  contained  in  the  Reports,  will  find  the  proper 
book  for  this  purpose  described  in  Section  V. 


NO.  IIL^CASH  BOOK. 

,  This  book  is  precisely  similar  to  the  Leger  of  an  Auxiliary  Soqety 
'{see  Chap.  11.  Section  V.  No.  3.),  except  that  it  may  be  of  a  smaller 
size,  The  only  accounts  required  to  be  kept,  are  those  with  the 
,  Treasurer,  the  Auxiliaiy  Society,  every  separate  Association^  and 
incidental  expenses ;  and  a  few  folios  at  the  end  may  be  resenred  far 
the  Anniisl  Statement,  on  the  plan  lecommended  to.  Aiuuliarf 
Societies,  Ciu^.  U.  Seetion  V.  JVb.  IK 

."     '    ■  *      ■■-  ■'      ■'  III     I      urn    ^■».ii*  »■.■■■      ■   I.     i^.w^—^w^B^ 

•  &»GiiapiOTVIlI.  StdiQtt  Ih 


8BOT,^li)- 


LA9I9%  UANCK  MQClBTlBBf 
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Bible  Book — Order  Book-^Treasurer^a  Book. 


Na  IV. — BIBLB  BOOK. 

Tbis  hat  been  already  described  uudec  the  iitla  of  ^'.DepoaHfn'a 
Boak^''  {Ckap.  II.  Seciiam  V.  No,&.);  and  the  enly  points  of  dife- 
r«Boe  are, that  the  Bibles  andTestameats  are  received  from  the  Aiuii* 
liarjT  Society,  Bjxd  the  issues,  are  resuicted  to  the  respective  Asso- 
ciations. The  last  column  on  the  Credit  side  should  consequently  be 
omitted,  in  prepaiing  this  book  for  a  Ladies"  BraiMsh  Society. 

Ka  T. — BIBLE  SBCBETARY's  ORDER  BOOK, 

Tlus  Book  has  been  fully  described,  as  No.  4*  in  Seqtjoii  V.  of 
Chapter  II. ;  and  the  few  altesations  required  in  reference  to  a 
I^adies'  Branch  Society  will  readily  suggest  themselves.  But  apr 
the  duties,  of  a  Depositary  are,  in  more  than  one  institutiim  of  thta 
description,  discharged  by  the  Bible  Secretary,  it  may  be  necessary 
to  observe,  that  where  this  is  the  case,  the  middle  form,  marked  **  B/* 
inay  be  altogether  dispensed  with. 

When  the  Bible  Secretary  of  an  Association  sends  an  order  for 
Qlbles  and  Testaments,  the  Depositary  first  ascert^ns  whether  the 
stock  on  hand  enables  her  to  coipply  with  it :  if  not,  "^  it  should  be 
returned,  and  a  fresh  order  be  given  for  that  part  which  can  be 
supplied.  Such  disappointments  will  rarely  occur,  if  due  caHe 
Ifte  taken  to  maintain  a  sufficieat  and  assorted  stock  in  the  4epo« 
sitory;  bat  it  is  of  material  consequence  that  the  entries  in  the 
Bible  Book  shall  agree  with  the  vouchers.  If,  as  already  recom- 
mended* the  orders  be  given  to  the  Branch  Bible  Secretary  at  the 
regular  Committee-meetings,  delay  will  generally  be  avoided ;  as  she 
can  immediately  ascertain  the  statfe  of  the  stock  on  hand^  \ij 
reference  to  her  r^ort  on  the  table. 

Of  the  preceding  Books,  Nos.  1  and  2  are  kept  by  the  Minute 
Secretary;  No.  3,  by  the  Cash  Secretary ;  and  Nos.  4  and  5,  by 
the  BibU  Secretary.  

KO.  VI. — treasurer's  BOOK. 

This  may  be  of  octavo  size,  ruled  like  a  common  account  book ; 
in  which  the  Treasurer,  for  her  own  satisfaction,  keeps  a  duplicate 
copy  of  her  account  as  entered  in  the  Ca$h  Qopjc^  Jh^  ffimyfmg 
specimen  will  afford  a  sufficient. illustration: — 


D^    The  Ladies'  ^ranch  of  the  Plymouth,  kc.  Auxiliary  BiUe  Society.    C^ 


Vh,  0.  0 

91.  0.  0 
.  J«k.  0.  0 

a.  6.  0 


1819. 


Tq  AuxiUarif  Soctef^.  on  } 
Purchase  Acc&unt. . .  } 

jO^,  ^  P^prcAatfiiApcqmU 

AuxiHarv  8oeUiif,for  \ 
GentraiOkfwi...,S 


».  0. 
300.  0.  0 
7.  2,  ? 


600 


.  0.  0 
CG2 


1818. 
New.  24. 


1819. 


By  (U^h  Secretary, 

pirn     d^f0 

Z^  A ,  Donation 


Hon,  Uro,  Gl.— , 


[fnnvi^ 


Bible  Secietai7*ft  Montfaly  II«p«irti^--CfmiiBilte«-Gaid--«iid  Spedmen. 


NO.  IX. — BIBLB  «£CRBTAET'«  MONTHLY  REPORT* 

ThisReporti  like  the  preceding,  is  filled  up  pieviout  to  the 
Committee-meeting,  and  contains  a  detailed  account  of  aD  BiUes 
And  TestameAtii  received  and  deiivered,  trith  the  stock  en  hnd. 
A  similar  document,  as  connected  with  an  Auxilianr  Sociepr,  baT- 
ine  been  fully  'de8cri%ed  in  Chapter  li.  Sectidn  V.  No.7.  it  ia 

"oTniy  necessary  to  refer  to  the  Specimen  tTiere  eiven. — ^The  Tew 
▼eroal  alterations  necessary,  in  order  to  adapt  the  form  to  a  lanlam* 

.  BHmeh  Society,  will  be  readily  perceived. 

NO.  Z.-F-COM1IITTIS  CARD* 

ft  has  been  observed,  ia  the  fifth  division  of  Uiis  Seelioa,  that 
eveiy  mehiber  should  be  furnished^  annuidly,  with  a  Committee 
Card,  and, that  any  further  intimation  of  the  re^ar  monthly 
tdeettngs  will  be  uhnecessaiy.  The  expense  of  issmi^  notices  to 
^hose  La£6s  who  teside  *at  a  distance  from  the  place  of  meetii^,  is 
ibquently  considerable ;  and  this,  with  the  attendant  trojoble,  is 
completely  obviated  by  the  expedient  now  recommended.  The 
following  Specimen  is  a  transcript  of  the  Card  adopted  at  Ply- 

■'  tnouth;  and  by  introducmg  the  «« Auxiliary*'  Society,  a  still 'fard]»lr 

.  ffsting  of  e<k|>«nse  is  ^ffectedi 


Ifift    iTn 


f  Ii'\ 


-is- 


FXJnSOUFm,  HiYMOUTH-DOGK,  STONGBOUSB,  ke^ 

i4UXiUARY  BIBLE  60et£TY, 


MdNTHLY  rf^MMITKBRJiRBTmGS^lSaa-^aaL  J 


Socidty. 


I>*y. 


Honr. 


Phce. 


lU 


ffi 


AUXtLlARir 


].. 


Gharlbs' 

St.  AUNDRSW^t. 

Stowbhouss  . . 
NorthiskmDock 
S^UTHUiv  Dock 

oTdKE*  ooe. » 
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«EC 
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Saltasb  .... 
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M  Friday 
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Ut  Friday 

IstThors. 
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1st  Friday 


Sfju.) 
11a.m.  I 

nA.x. 
riA.M. 

llAJi. 
11  AJIL 
11A.K. 

II  AM. 

6p*m. 
n6on 

llAJL 

10  a.m. 
3pjf. 


Worhkou»^Dock... 
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Lteiurt  Room,  ^otfi\ 
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On  the  other  aide  of  the  Card,  Mie  name  of  the  member  ^Rir 
whose  use  it  is  designed  is  inserted,  with  die  following  intimadoD. 
— "  It-irearnestly  hoped,  that,  by  a  strict  attention  to  this  Card,  a 
puctual  attandaacet^f  the  respective  Committees  may  be  obtained, 
™  yciety  be  relieved  from  the  many  disadvantages  which 
fluist  mentablj  accompany  a  n^lect  of  this  mflit  important  duty." 


nj '  MMi*'  MumtfH  «»eiBr  «B&  fltl 

Thfi  puUk  ^neeedingi  conducted  «scliwlv«]j  by  OenticmtQ. 


The  Monthly  Reports  oreaented  by  the  District  Committees^ 
and  by  the  Treasurers  of  the  respective  Associations,  will  be  con« 
ildered  in  Section  Y^  as  more  properly  appertaining  to  that  division 
of  the  Chapter. 

8.  In  no  respect  are  the  advantages  of  a  Ladies*  Branch 
Society  more  conspicuous,  than  in  the  facilities  afforded  by 
them  to  the  extension  of  the  system  of  Female  Associations. 
Where  every  requisite  and  proper  assistance  can  be  given  liy 

Qualified  individuals  of  their  own  sex,  the  laudable  desire  to. 
)nQ  those  important  institutions  is  promptly  and  efficiently 
met ;  while  the  best  security  is  attained  for  their  proceeding 
0n  firm  eround,  and  maintaining  unimpaired  the  simple  prin- 
ciples oftheir  establishment. 

This  remark  finds  its  best  illustration  in  the  history  of  the 
Liverpool,  Manchester,  and  Plymouth  Societies;  which  have 
gradually  extended  their  limits  beyond  the  districts  originally 
embraced;  and  have  thereby  not  only  preserved,  but  increased 
their  strength,  and  essentially  promoted  the  general  cause. 
Without  ex^cising  any  authority  but  that  which  is  cheer- 
fully conceded  by  the  respective  Associations,  and  without 
tile  power  of  evincing  any  undue  partiality,  this  centre  of 
unity  and  concord  attracts  the  confidence  and  affection  of 
the  various  Committees,  and  preserves  the  order  and  regu* 
krity  of  the  whole. 

It  may  not  be  altogether  unnecessary  to  observe,  that  e^en 
when  assisting  in  the  establishment  and  organization  of  new 
Associations,  the  Branch  Committees  alluded  to  have  never 
taken  any  part  in  the  public  proceedings  connected  with  sudi 
institutions,  which  have  wholly  devolved  on  die  gentlemen  of 
the  respective  Auxiliary  Societies.  If  any  circumstance  have 
occurred,  calculated  to  justify  the  fear  which  has,  in  some 
few  quarters,  been  expressed  m  reference  to  female  exertion, 
it  has  been  concealed  with  unexampled  caution  and  success, 
and  has  never  reached  the  ears  of  those  who  are  most 
deeply  interested  in  detecting  and  correcting  the  eviL  On 
the  contrary,  it  is  but  justice  to  remark,  diat  the  prudence, 
the  decorum,  and  the  propriety,  whidi  have  marked  the 
operations  of  Ladies'  Bible  Societies,  and  characterized  the 
demeanour  of  those  by  whom  they  are  conducted,  can  oniv 
be  equalled  by  the  aseal  and  diligence  they  have  mani&stec!^ 
and  me  unpaxalleled  success  of  their  proceedings. 

9.  This  section  of  the  chapter  cannot  witti  propriety  be 
jplpsed,  without  transcribing  the  Resolutions  of  the  Committ^ 

riviouB^to  the  Annuid  Meeting,  which,  it  will  be  recoUectodt 
held  jomAj  wilh  ihal  of  the  Auxiliary  Society.    The 


JhOautes  of  the  Committee  previow  to  an  Annual  Meeting. 

example  selected  isthat  of  the  Plymouth  Branch;  and  the 
Minute  relative  to  Pawnbrokers  is  extracted,  as  containing 
decisive  testimony  on  a  subject  which  has  too  frequently 
afforded  a  pretext  to  the  lukewarm  and  indifierent  The 
resolutions  which  relate  to  the  regular  business  of  the  Com- 
mittee are,  of  course,  omitted,  having,  been  already  detailed  hi 
the  7th  division  of  this  section. 

At  the  iSth  Meeting  of  the  Committee,  ISth  September  1819,^ 

187.  The  Sub-Committee  apjiointed  by  the  1 7 1st  Mmute,  to  aaoertain  the 
truth  of  certain  reports  reUtive  to  the  Pawnbrokers,  reported  as  follows : — 

*'  On  the  most  minute  investigation  in  the  town  of  Plymouth,  we  ate 
convinced  that  the  objection  to  the  Society  on  this  ground  is  totally  unanp. 
ported.  Yery  few  copies,  comparatively,  have  been  even  offered  as  pledges; 
and  those  have  been  refUsed,  except  in  one  instance ;  and  in  this  the  .^hle. 
woi  redeemed  wUkm  ike  week.  Not  a  ungle  copy  was  found  in  the  pos- 
aession  of  the  Pawnbrokers.  In  the  town  of  Plymouth  Docs,  twenty-two 
houses  of  this  description  were  visited,  but  not  a  single  Bible  or  Testament 
iasued  by  the  Society  was  found.  We  were  received  with  civiliiy  and 
xespect;  and  informed,  that  in  the  fow  instances  in  whidi  copies  had  been 
pledged,  fJbiy  were  redeemed  wiikm  a  few  da^'t  and  that  during  the  last  five 
or  six  months  none  had  been  offered  as  pledges. 

In  the  town  of  Stone  ho  use,  the  result  of  the  investigation  was  equally 
.  Hftisfiurtory,  not  otte  copy  being  discovered  at  the  Pawnbrokers*  shopa>**  * 

188.  The  Minute  Secretary  having  read  a  communication  from  the  Com- 
mitt0e  of  the  Auxiliary  Society,  stating  that  the  Annual  Meeting  of  that 
institution  was  fixed  for  the  30th  instant,  it  was  resolved, 

189.  That  the  Secretaries  be  requested  to  prepare  the  draught  of  a  report 
to  the  ensuing  general  meeting,  and  submit  the  same  to  a  mture  meeJang 
of  this  Committee. 

190.  That  the  Treasurer  be  requested  to  pay  over  to  the  Auxiliary  Society, 
on  Purchase  Account,  the  balance  which  she  shall  have  in  hand  on  the  96th  inst 

191.  That  the  Auditors  be  requested  to  prepare  and  present  a  statement 
of  the  ftmds  of  the  Society,  made  up  and  balanced  to  the  S7th  instant. 

19S.  That  the  Bible  Secretary  make  up  her  accounts  to  the  «7th  instant, 
and  present  a  statement  of  all  Bibles  and  Testaments  received  and  isn^d, 
and  the  stock  then  on  hand,  to  a  future  meeting  of  this  Committee. 

193.  That  a  Circular  be  immediately  addressed  to  the  several  AssodatioDS 
connected  with  this  society,  requesting  that  their  annual  reports  may  be 
presented  to  the  adjournment  of  this  Committee  on  the  S3d  instant,  with* 
the  names  of  the  Officers  and  Committee  for  the  ensuing  year;  and  that  the 
balance  in  the  hands  of  their  respective  Treasurers,  after  deducting  incidental 
expenses,  be  paid  over  at  the  same  time. 

194.  That  this  Meeting  adjourn  to  the  92d  instant,  to  receive  the  xepofta 
of  the  several  Associations. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  detail  the  subsequent  proceedings 
arising  out  of  these  Kesolutions.  The  Annual  Report,  after 
being  adopted  by  the  Committee,  is  transmitted,  with  an 
Abstract  of  the  Cash  and  Bible  Accounts,  and  a  libt  of.  the 
Branch  Officers  and  Committee  for  the  ensuing  year,  to  the 


*  The  fesolt  of  this  inquiry  will  be  the  more  gratifying,  when  it  is  i 
at  <hls  period  nsarly  1700  Bibles  and  Tertaments  bad  been  ctrenlated  by  L  _ 

Ladies*  Socie^  aloDei  bandea  5(XX>  capias  piefiously  disiribu^ 
Sooeiy* 


UiJ 


UmXB'  BBAW €H  iMNimnBS. 


Abstnct  of  the  Besvau  of  tbe  liTerpool  Sodetj. 


Minute  Secretary  of  the  Auxiliary  Societyi  by  whom  it  ia 
submitted  to  the  General  Meeting. 

The  foDowing  Statement  of  die  Results  of  the  five  Ladies' 
Branch  Societies  already  enumerated,  will  exhibit  a  dear 
▼lew  of  their  proceeding  to  the  1st  of  January,  1821,  and 
afford  a  gratifying  evidence  of  their  effideney. 

■^^^^«^ 

LADIES'  BRANCH 

OF  THB  .**, 

LIVEEPOOL  AUXILIAKY  BIBLE  SOCIETY, 
EitaUiahed  Deo.  1817. 


ASSOCIATIONS. 

If 

i 

ii 

1 

J 

ll 

1 

xi 

Totd 

to  the 
BnadtSocUQr. 

£.     #.     d. 

Harrinoton    .    •    •    • 

42 

27 

397 

973 

1370 

537 

251 

788 

63 

440.    3.8 

%j  jAAfBt*8       •      .      r      • 

.55 

42 
S6 

388 
600 

1263 
1139 

1651 
1739 

489 
741 

300 
167 

789 
908 

111 
70 

410  .  14  •  •  6 
676  .  15  .  11 

Grbat  Geo«gb  Square 

54 

Castle  Stbbst    .    •    . 

58 

35 

673 

1062 

1755 

499 

237 

736 

46 

483.    4. '9 

St.  Paul's      .     .    •    . 

9« 

32 

544 

1386 

1930 

689 

366 

1055 

53 

550  .  11  •  10 

Mary-jlebomnb  •    .    . 

54 

39 

382 

1434 

1816 

550 

393 

943 

86 

454.1S.*S 

St.  Anne's 

46 

27 

299 

948 

1247 

455 

153 

608 

39 

415  .  11 . '  0 

Qurrn  SgCZAEB     •     •     . 

76 

31 

571 

998 

1569 

511 

161 

672 

45 

473  .  IS  .  •  1 

Er&RTDM.  KlEKOALB»  Ac. 

34 

9 

169 

313 

482 

162 

67 

229 

4 

232.    4.    9 

Edge  Hill,  &c.  .    .    . 

29 

17 

164 

278 

442 

145 

55 

200 

.• 

197.    2.10 

West  Dbbby»  ftc.    •    . 

19 

12 

102 

240 

342 

166 

121 

287 

18 

142.  12. '8 

St.  TaoMAs's  .    •    .    . 

17 

17 

202 

225 

427 

45 

12 

57 

8 

83.    1.    4 

LiTHBELAND      .     .      •      • 

12 

8 

86 

102 

188 

46 

110 

156 

1 

65  .  18  .'  5 

Tranmbbb 

6 

11 

27 

86 

113 

4 

IS 

17 

2 

34.    0.    0 

WooLTon 

6 

10 

52 

104 

156 

S3 

30 

63 

2 

48.    0.    0 

Branch  CoMMfmui  .  . 
Total    .    .    . 

96 

- 

700 

- 

700 

•• 

•• 

3247 

107 

641.19.    1 

696 

353 

5350 

10571 

15927 

507^ 

2436 

9755 

655 

5350.    6.    1 

Distributed,  Rt  Coot  price,  4979  copies  ....  Under'Cost  prices,  4776. 

Remitted  tar  Oenend  Ol^ject,  jf.1642.  Ss. 
Sslinuited  iPopulmtion  of  the  District  embTMed  bj  tbe  Soeiet7,  110,000. 


Bf  Midiester  md  SttlftMd* 


r<QSA»^?lt. 


LADIES*  BRANCH 

•FTHB 

UANCHSSTEE  ikKD  SALFOBD  AUZSILUEY  BIBLE  SOCIETY. 
bteblidMdllkjiat. 


ASSOCUTIONa 


•8. 

i 


U 


PI 

II 


ToUl 


t»tb« 

Tl.  .-1,  K  ■i.jlar  ■ 


NlW  CtOtS  •  • 
9t.  MlCn4BL*l  • 
EXCBANQB,  Ac. 
St,  CLBMBNT*ft 

9t.  Paol*b  •  • 
MnoHirLL  «  . 
St.  Jambs*!  • 
St.  AnifiCk,  A<^ 
St,  PBTBB*t|  kt, 
TtiMmr  .    .    • 

ST.STBTRBtf*!    . 

Pbhdlbton,  &C. 
Abdh^ck  .  • 
PATRicBorc,  Ac. 

BAANta  COMMITTBB 

Total  •  . 


13 
14 
19 
S4 

*^! 

9 

d8 

82 
92 
S8 
SO 
16 
S6, 
17 

...  i 


29 
S6 
£2 
38 
19 
22 
21 
30 
45 
171 

sr 

141 

19 


97 

62 

112 

117 

26 

26 

144 

163 

72 

275 

245 

132 

132 

60 

89 


317 
361 
836 
450 
278 
258 
SOS 
226 
366 
607 
739 
434 
395 
496 


414 
483 
348 
567 
304 
284 
447 
389 
437 
882 
984 
S66 
527 
556 
89 


130 
179 
116 
186 
130 
125 
128 
98 
190 
282 
869 
214 
183 
874 
128 


59 
71 
86 
78 
44 
26 
64 
31 
63 


189 
850 
142 
864 
174 
151 
192 
189 
853 


90  378 


113 
86 
64 

144 

62 


489 
800 
247 
418 
190 


4 

93 

4 

13 

7 

3 

26 

9 

8 

16 

64 

6 

6 

6 


83. 


11 


118.    O 

98.  O 
15S»    « 

85.    B.IO 

85.  O 
129  .  14 
103  .  18 
135.    O 


939. 
309. 
145. 
198. 
157. 


O. 
9. 
4. 
1. 


983.19 


285 


360 


1752 


5465 


7817 


2732 


1021 


3753 


;i95 


2317  .  18  .    1 


IXftdbutedyHt  Cost  piioe^  8S39  copies  ....  Under  Coetprioes,  1SI4. 

Bemittea  for  Oenersl  Object^  jS.10a 
BstiiiMfted  Popiflstioa  of  the  District  embraced  by  the  Bodet/,  l80,00a 


oa 


nTOMtutli,  Plynouth  Dw^  Ac 


LADIES'  BRANCH 

OFtHB 

PLYkffOtnH>  ftc.  AUXILIARY  BIBLE  80CIE1T. 
:&tab]uhedOcilSla 


ASSOCIAnOKfl. 


CtoA'Rub*    •    .    . 

St.  AHOuw'b  •    . 

NoaTBBSM  VOCK  • 

Socrraxsif  Dock  • 

SfONXHODtB     •      . 


ST0KE  fc  MWUIIllUWfW 
TOKFOINT  .  •  .  • 
MlLLBftOOKy  &C*  *•  . 
IVT-BSIOQX.  .  •  • 
Saltasu  .  •  .  • 
BWXBAM      «... 


50 
d9 
35 
37 
S5 
51 
17 
18 
38 
24 
39 


ftQ 


38 
39 
91 
87 
»7 
SO 

8 
U 

9 


38 


006 
553 
648 
857 
435 
497 
156 
180 
106 


n*Ao9 


136 


|41 


i 


1881 
928 
944 

1340 
663 
773 
392 
876 
175 
410 
537 


1887 
1481 
1587 
ftl97 

Vf99 
1810 
548 
406 
883 
512 
073 


499 
4S6 
414 
583 


380 
887 
118 
109 
117 
901 


855 
186 
153 
871 
104 
169 
116 
75 
88 
184 
151 


754^ 
652 
567 
794 
308 
999 
313 
193 
137 
841 
358 


83 

88 

45 

50 

34 

181 

0 

B 

0 

0 


rrotd 

Mvatp 

totba 


483.18.  6 
348.  19.  Ill 
35t).  }i 
488 .  79 
056;  15 
Vtt'.  1 
183  .  19 
137  .  1 .  10 
85.13.  5 
147.18  4  6 
178.   4.10 


Total 


346 


8584169 


7719 


11882 


3858 


1567 


4819 


288 


8870.    7.11 


IKtftltbated  «t  Cost  piiceft  3841  coptM  ....  tJnder  Cost  prices,  97a 

Bftnitted,  finr  Ctaend  Object,  £.500. 
yjtiiMfa^d  Populataoti  of  Ibe  District  embraced  bj  the  Bocietj,  75,000. 


LADIS8'  KBLB  BOCfBllES. 


[CHAF.  TH. 


HulL — NewcBStle-upon-TTne. 


LADIES'  BRANCH 

OF  THE  KINGSTON-UPON-HUIX  AUXILIABY  BIBLE  SOCIETY. 
Epteblished  in  Muvli  1819. 


ASSOCXATIGlirS. 

"8. 

i 

j 

^ 

••o 

1 

1 

11 

AnooBCpiil 

to  the 

BnachSodtlr. 

EArrHou  .    .    • 

19 

18 

S85 

375 

660 

129 

71 

200 

164.    6.   4 

Wnr  Hou.  •    • 

S4 

34 

349 

520 

869 

228 

101 

329 

239.19.    4 

Mytok:.    .    .    . 

SO 

31 

289 

741 

1030 

276 

147 

423 

289.    6.    6 

ScnxoATiS,  &c.  . 

42 

36 

373 

781 

1154 

273 

200 

473 

316  .  10  •  10 

Deyvool,  &c.  .    . 

10 

15 

123 

307 

430 

137 

109 

246 

107.    9.    9 

COTnMOHAM,&C.  . 

10 

7 

127 

137 

264 

67 

24 

91 

0 

109.19.   0 

Total   .    •    .' 

14 

8 

50 

109 

159 

59 

33 

92 

.0 

54,  IT,    5 

149 

139 

1596 

2970 

4566 

1169 

685 

1854 

20 

1281.14.    7 

IXstributed  at  Co«t  pricet^  1811  oopiefl.  •  .  Under  Cost  prioeiy  4S« 
BcmittedforGenenaolject,  i^.407.5.54        * 
Fjtamateil  PopuUUon  of  the  Dutrict  embnoed  by  the  Sodetjr,  4M00. 


LADIES'  BRANCH 

OF  THE  NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE  AUXILIARY  BIBLE  SOCIETY. 
Esteblidied  in  Novviriier  18ia 


ASSOCUTIONS. 


St.  AmNiBw*!  , 

9t.  JoBM*f     •  • 

St.  Nicholas  • 

PiLQEIM  STBBn* 

Pandok    •    •  • 

Sandgatb     .  • 

Gatbnibad  .  • 

Total  • 


n 


141 
129 
71 
68 
44 
0 
36 


78    73 


312 
287 
921 
909 
130 
65 


453 
416 
292 
277 
174 
65 
336 


430 


248 


124 

137 

104 

93 

70 

15 

135 


678 


To«ai: 


£. 

114. 


«.     d. 
0.    0 


94.  0. 

64.  0. 

69.  O.  € 

49.  0.  C 

6.  9.  6| 

76.  Oi  4 


36  465  .     9  . 


Bistiibutedat  Cost 
iPopuhtun 


660  coidss  ....  Under  Cost  prices,  18- 
for  Gcnersl  Ok^ject,  £.100. 
of  Um  Dteict  cmbmQ8d  Iqr  tlM  8od0^t  40bO0O. 


afft.  nuj  LADICS*  BIBLE  AmOCTATIOVS.  897 

Abitnct  of  the  Benilts  of  the  Liverpool  and  other  Bmch  tH^H^tt^ 


RECAPITULATION. 

Aggregate  Population. ; * 887,000 

D*.  .  .  Number  of  DuBtricts 1,188 

of  Collectors,  &c •      1,554 

of  Free  Contributors IS,S36 

of  Bible  Subscribers 28,249 

of  Bibles  and  Testaments  dis-\  tux^^^ 

tributed J- 20,859 

of  Persons  supplied  with  Loans       1,188 

Amount  paid £.12,285.   9.9 

Amount  Toted  for  General  Object  .  •  .  £.  2,749.15.5 

It  wiU  be  observed,  that  the  proportion  which  the  total 
number  of  Contributors  and  Subscribers  bears  to  the  Popu« 
lation  is,— 

In  Ltveipool ~.  about  •  ...  1  to   7 

Manchester «-     •  .  «  •  1  to  16 

Plymouth,  &c.    ...    —     •  .  •  •  1  to   6 

Hull —     ....lto9 

Newcastle-on-Tyne  •    —     •  •  •  •  1  to  20 

And  that  the  ratio  of  Collectors,  when  compare^  with  the 
population,  is  precisely  similar.  This  furnishes  a  conclusive 
evidence,  that  it  is  only  necessary  to  increase  the  number 
of  those  valuable  Ajsents,  in  order  to  extend  an  interest  in 
the  cause,  and  dimiae  more  widely  the  advantages  and 
blessings  of  the  system. 


SECTION  III. 

ON  LABIES*  BIBLE  ASSOCIATIONS. 

It  has  been  observed,  that  the  Parent  Institution  assumes 

HO  control  over  the  internal  arrangements  of  Local  Sociieties; 

and  that  the  recognition  and  strict  observance  of  its  fun- 

-damental  principle,  alone,  constitutes  the  bond  of  union. 

But  the  advantages  of  one  uniform  mode  of  proceeding  in 

all  societies  of  the  same  designation,  are  evident:  and  among 

them,  no  one  is  more  impoii^nt  than  the  security  which  is 

thus  afforded,  that  the  integrity  of  this  principle  will  be  main- 

'  tained  duroughout  every  part  of  the  system. 

1.  The  following  are  the  Rules  recommended  by  the 
Committee  of  the  Parent  Society  for  adoption  by  Ladiea* 
Bible  Associations:— 

•      I.  That  w%  form  ouredtier  into  m  Aswdatiom  infwmaiisa  wit^thaB^ 
' ihk sadFonigD BlhlaJSocIs^, tfaxoogbthe tttttowof tbt     i.  ■   Am^ 


tpBMRym^ 


[or  Branch]  Bible  Society,  for  the  purpoie  of  contributiiig  towsrds  Hie 
drcuktion  of  the  hoilj  scriptuxes  **  without  note  or  conn 
lurlj  in         '     and  its  ^dcinitj';  4uid.  that  this  AMwnatifln  be  < 
««  The —«  Ladies*  Bible  AModation.'*  .   . 

II.  That  all  penK>ikfl,  9u|Mcribing  the  sum  of  one  penn j,  or  upwards,  per 
week,  or  making  a.donation  o(  one  guino^  or  upward^,  at  one  time,  shall  be 
memben  of  this  Aasodation. 

III.  That  the  buaixiesB  of  this  Association  shall  be  condncted  by  a  Com* 
■dttee,  to  be  diosen  annually,  consisting  of  a  TVeasoier,  — —  Secretari^ 
and  not  les^  than  ^-^-  other 'members, *  eligible  fbr  ze-electiaii,  and  under 
the  patronage  of  sudi  other  hononoy  members  as  the  Society  or  Gomaittee 
shall  8elect>  and  obtain. 

IV.  That  the  Committee  meet  enoa  a  month,  or  oftencr,  if  necesaaiy, 
on  a  day  to  be  fixed  by  themselves ;  and  that  ■  members  be  empowered 
teect 

Y.  That,  for  the  purpose  of  soliciting  and  (^Uecting  donations  and  snb- 
acripdons,  the  Committee  divide  this  neighbourhood  into  districts,  and  a[i- 
point  one  or  more  collectors  from  among  themselves  to  each  dlatriet ;  ai^ 
that  these  contifbutions  be  paid  to  the  Tveasurar  at  theMontlil^  Committee 
Meetings. 

TI.  That  the  Committee  make  it  their  busiliesi  |q  ii^iaife.  Whether  any 
finntliea  or  individual^,  xe^^ing  within  the  .limits  of  this  AfwiatJop,  are  in 
want  of  Bibles  or  Testaments,^  and  unable  to  procure  thepi :  in  which  case 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  to  supply  them  therewith,  at  prime 
east,  or  reduced  prices,  aocordttng  to  their  dxciunstencafr  * 

Vil.  That  thtt  Amdi  of  this  Associatioi^  or  ^  much  th^tfeofae  the  Cs». 
mittee  shall  direct,  whether  axi8in|r  from  subscriptions,  donatioDS,  or  the 
^lale  of  Bibles  and  Testaments,  shall,  from  time  to  time,  be  expmded  in  the 
purchase  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  at  prime  cost,  to  be  sold  to  the  poor  in 
the  neighbourhood,  as  before  directed  ;  and  that  any  surplus  wlndi  nay 
arise,  be  remitted,  at  the  discretian  of  the  Committee,  to  the  i  '  *  ■  Avzilmir 
[or  Branch]  Bible  Society,  in  aid  of  the  general  purposes  of  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society. 

VIII.  That  a  General  Meethig  of  the  subscribera  and  friends  of  fSbs 
Association  be  held  on  such  day  as  shall  be  flzed  on  by  the  Committee 
in  each  year,  at  —  o'clock ;  when  the  accounts  (as  audited  by  the  Oan. 
mittee)  shall  be  presented,  the  proceed&igB  of  the  pastyear  reported,  ttd 
»  TresBPuer,  Secretaries,  and  Committee,  chosen  for  the  ensuing  year. 

IX  That  a  copy  of  these  Bules,  siffned  by  the  Secretaries,  be  transmitted 

to  the  Committee  of  the AuxUiary  [or  Branch]  Bible  Society ;  with 

a  request,  that  they  wiU  grant  permission  to  lay  out  the  fluids  of  tins  Aesa- 
4iatien  in  purch«Bi^,  atthedepeidteiTof  thesK^miHy,  Bttlet  and  Xesf^. 


2^  OaSERVATIOKS. 

The  following  Temarko,  in  odditis  to  t|H»e  mlnviftecl  io 
Chapter  IIL  Sectio4  U.  mmy  tieqd  tQ  eluoidiO^e  thi?  practical 
/DpeiBtion  of  these  Rule3 : — 

I.  When  the  Association  is  formed  in  eoaaexioii  with  a  Ladiaa' 
Bfaaeh  SMMtf,  tiie  iiiMdnaliaa  to  the  >r«l  Rule  should  be  dios 
MpMed>^«  lliat  w«  teas  oiQMlvct  j«o  aa  AmoyuioQ  a  Mi- 


Simplicity  of  the  okgect.— InezpedieBey  of  Isrge  Dtstricts. 


wxioa  with  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  through  the 
«edimn  of  die  Ladies'  Branch  of  the  — .^  Auxiliary  Society."  . 
In  this,  as  in  the  primary  regidation  of  erery  Bible  Society,  the 
single  object  of  the  institution  b  distinctly  recognised.  On  this 
subject  it  has  been  justly,  obseryed,'—^  Its  grand  design  is,  to  cir* 
culate  the  volume  of  divine  inspiration  among  all  the  nations  of 
mankind,  in  all  their  several  languages.  This  is  its  sole  business  e 
it  interoMeddlea  inth  nothing  else,  ft  distributes  the  Scriptmrcs  i 
the  whole  of  theScriptures— and  nothing  but  the  Scriptures.  It  gives 
them,  as  God  has  given  them,  without  note  or  comment ;  pleading 
the  example  of  God  as  its  precedent ;   and  relying  on  the  blessing 

of  God  tor  success.** "  Blend  this  object  with  others,  and 

you  dissolve  the  charm  that  binds  the  whole  together  ;-i-you  narrow 
again  the  sphere  of  co-operation,  bj^  unavoidably  touchmg,  in  some 
degree  or  other,  on  party  peculiarities ; — ^you  mtroduce  variations 
of  sentiment,  and  scruples  of  conscience ; — and  by  bringing  Chris- 
tian association  back  to  its  former  circumscribed  state,  you  destroy 
one  of  the  chief  glories  of  the  singular  period  in  which  we  have  tM 
Iiai^iness  to  live." 

II.  It  is  a  nnstaken  idea  to  Suppose  that  the  funds  of  Bible  Asso« 
ciations  are  derived,  exclusively,  from  the  contributions  of  the 
labouring  classes.  They  have,  in  numerous  instances,  been  ang- 
.mented  by  the  liberality  of  individuals  in  the  middle  and  upper 
ranks  of  society ;  and  nothing  tends  more  to  encourage  the  former,  ' 
than  this  co-operation  on  the  part  oi  their  superiors.  At  the 
Annual  Meeting  of  the  Liverpool  Auxiliary  Society,  in  the  year 
1813,  when  a  resolution  had  been  adopted  for  forming  Bible  Asso- 
ciaUons,  the  Chief  Magistrate,  who  presided,  after  declaring  ^*  that 
he  accounted  it  the  greatest  honour  that  could  be  conferred  upon 
Jiim  to  have  an  opportunity  of  standing  up  as  the  warm  friend  of 
the  Bible  ;**  and  avowing  his  peculiar  admiration  of  the  plan  of 
pennv-a-week  societies ;  in  order  to  sanction  the  measure,  imme- 
diately added,  **  Put  my  name  nt  the  head  of  that  list,  and  all  mY 
domestics  shall  become  subscribers  too.'* 

According  to  the  census  of  1811,  there  are  more  than  2,100,000 
Inhabited  houses  in  Great  Britain.  If  each  of  these  furnished  only 
1^  single  subscriber  of  a  penny  a  week,  the  annual  aggregate  amount 
would  exceed  four  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  pounds;  beins  coft» 
aiderably  more  than  double  the  mcome  of  all  our  BiUe  and  Milk 
nonary  mstitutions. 

III.  In  addition  to  the  remarks  already  offered  {Chap,  II.  Stct-  IL) 
relative  to  the  provisions  of  the  third  and  fourth  Rules,  it  Is  onlv 
'necessary  to  observe,  that,  in  order  to  conduct  the  business  with 
Hiysrem  and  efficiency,  three  Secretaries  should  be  appointed.  The 
number  of  the  Cmnmittee  will  always  depend  on  toe  extent  of  the 
Afffociatiffni 


.    !▼•  AlhvitfnhasalfeariTbeeiiniadetoiheimmedieneTef^hH^ 
iUstriflCa;  and, in AswMnattonswariuoMdby&adiM^  it  wgffaefomw^ 
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tiiftt  fifty  or  sixty  houses  are  amply  sufficient  for  eadu  The  inju^ 
rioos  consequences  of  suffering  any  individual  to  collect,  who  is  not 
a  inember  of  the  Committee,  have  likewise  been  {xxnted  out ;  bat 
this  must  be  accepted  as  a  general  remark,  nnce  it  is  evident  that 
places  will  always  be  found,  especially  in  lai^e  towns,  which  it 
VoiM  be  inconsistent  with  the  delicacy  of  the  female  character  to 
visit  regularly.— Hie  following  extract  from  the  Second  Annual 
Boport  of  the  Bristol  Association  will  illustrate  the  author's  rnetn- 
ing,  and  suggest  a  mode  by  which  this  difficulty  nu^  be  obviated. 

^  A  young  man  employed  in  the  cosch-office  at  the  Bosh  Tavern,  at  an 
interval  of  leunre,  was  talking  with  three  or  ftur  of  the  aervaatr  and 
^MiterB  aboot  difenent  religioiu  societies,  and,  among  tbe  rest,  about  the 
Bible  SooMety;  when,  on  his  observing  that  hundreds  subaeribed  to  it  otdy 
ime  penny  per  week,  all  said,  one  after  another,  ^  I  should  not  mind  that.** 
Immediately  he  inquired  into  particulars  respecting  the  Bible  Association, 
and  bc^gan  to  solicit  subscriptions ;  and  he  has  obtained,  bj  his  own  wnassisfed 
exertions,  forty-eight  subscribers  for  the  benefit  of  the  AssociaUon,  and 
thirty-one  subscriben  for  Bibles  and  Testaments,  at  the  Society^s  prices. 
Hi  deserves  to  be  jMrUculariy  noticed,  that  all  these  seventy-nine  subscriben 
are  composed  or  book-keepers,  coachmen,  guards,  horae-keepen,  porteni 
jnd  other  servants  connected  with  the  inns,  who  probsUy  would  never  have 
Jtwen  prevailed  on  to  subscribe  by  any  other  person.** 

•This  fact  clearly  proves  the  beneficial  efiects  of  circulating  printed 
Fvpm  expknatmy  of  the  nature^  tendency,  and  effects  of  Bible 
Societies.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  observe^  that  the  respective 
individuals  who  collect  m  such  places  should  pay  oyer  ^  aibomit, 
monthly,  to  the  coUectors  of   the  districa  in  which  thcj  are 

V.  It  has  been  well  obsenred,  that  "  it  is  no  difficult  task  to 
imagine  that  the  inhabitants  of  a  town  or  village  are  adequatdy 
supplied  with  the  holy  scriptures ;  but  it  is  difficult  and  laborious  to 
investiuale  Mrhether  they  are  or  are  not."  The  followmg  Extracts 
from  the  Annual  Reports  of  Local  Societies  are  selected  from  an 
immense  number  of  similar  testimonies,  which  afford  decisive 
evidence,  that  it  is  only  by  the  practical  operation  of  the  sixth  Rule 
that  this  investigation  can  be  prosecuted.  In  every  case,  an  Auxiliaiy 
or  Branch  Society  had  been  previously  established,  and  had  suc- 
ceeded in  attaining  its  immediate  and  important  object;  but  was 
found  incompetent  to  conduct  those  regular  and  systematic  in* 
quiries,  which  constitute  the  peculiar  province  of  Associations,  and 
by  which  alone  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the  state  of  the  poor  can 
be  acquired. 

Ctieketter^  1813.— In  one  narish  connected  with  the  Hinckfbrd  Hundred 
Society,  144  fimiilies  were  visited,  consisting  of  689  persons :  of  these  then 
were,  34  fiunilies,  in  whidi  nopenm  am/d  readt 

80  fiuniUes  having  m  etp»  ifeiiker  OUwr  New  Tetiauumt  i 
so  fiunilies  kammg  a  defeeiwe  orimmcap^  m/m  Bikk  «r  Tetimmeitt. 
JDllls^l81&-.Ofd9&adlis8iahsbitiQgoDeBtrstt,  meach  of  whidlww 
saMpenonwho  oouUnsd^  men§9^l»htm»,mitaiam^bmi%m^ 
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Wants  of  the  Scriptures  aflcertsined— (requisite  supplj  fiimisfaed. 

persons,  trlthout  either  Bible  or  Testament :    of  these,  56  individuals  ex» 
pressed  their  willingness  to  contribute  a  pennj  a-week  to  obtain  a  Bible. 

North^fVeH  Lon£ni^  1818 — In  one  division  of  the  Oxford-Maxket  Asso^ 
cuition,  out  of  150  subscribers  which  were  obtained,  upwards  of  90  were  in 
want  dT  Bibles.  And  in  a  single  court  within  the  limits  of  the  same  Asso. 
dation,  consisting*  of  ten  houses,  and  containing  abbut  sixty  fiunilies,  onlj 
Jive  copies  of  the  Scriptures  were  found. 

JDaventry^  1819.— The  necessity  for  a  Ladies'  Association  at  Bgfieid  is 
established  bj  the  report  of  the  callectors  of  one  district,  who  state, "'"  Out  of 
Ihe  first  twentj-three  houses  wmoi  we  visited,  there  were  nineteen  fiuniUes 
wanting  Bibles,  being  either  without  them,  or  those  they  possessed  being 
4oin  and  useless.*' 

Siojfirdskire,  1819.->«^'  It  was  discovered,  by  actual  investigation,  that  in 
«ne  village,  twenty-nine  fiimilies,  containing  153  individuals,  and  amounting 
to  about  half  its  population,  had  amongst  them,  only  three  Bibles,  and  nof  tme 
Testament.  And  there  was  every  reasonable  ground  for  believing  that  the 
zemaining  half  of  this  village,  and  also  three  other  villages  in  the  near 
neighbourhood  of  it,  were  in  a  condition  equally  destitute  and  deplorable.'* 
.  SouihampUm^  1817. — The  formation  of  tlus  society,  in  1814,  was  preceded 
1>y  an  inquiry,  the  result  of  which  was,  that,  among  4165  individuals,  there 
were  found  to  be  no  more  than  439  Bibles  and  128  Testaments.  In  Sep« 
tember  1816,  a  LAdies'  Association  was  formed :  and  in  reference  to  one  of 
the  country  districts,  which  the  Committee  of  the  Branch  Society  believed  to 
have  been  adequately  suppUed,  they  observe,—'^  Your  Committee  had  con- 
flidered  that  there  was  no  necessity  for  their  exertions  in  that  quarter ;  and 
iiad  accordingly  abandoned  any  intention  to  do  any  thing  further,  than  to 
«upply  two  Bibles  to  that  number  of  cases  recommended  to  them  by  a  resi^ 
jdent.  On  actual  investigation,  however,  to  their  great  surprise,  it  appeared 
that  forty.four  families  (out  of  sixty  visited  by  the  LAdies)  were  destitute 
of  the  holy  scriptures;  while  many  others  possessed  such  books  alone  as 
were  mutilated,  and  in  great  part  useless." 

Doneattevy  1 820.-—**  It  is  a  great  argument  in  favour  of  Bible  Associationd, 
^hatit  is  only  through  thdr  operation  that  any  thing  like  a  true  estimate  of 
the  want  of  the  Scriptures  existing  in  a  district  can  be  obtained.  The  re« 
turns  made  by  Auxiliary  Committees  have  usually  fidlen  far  short  of  the 
truth  ;  and  the  actual  wants  can  only  be  brou^t  to  light  -by  the  minute 
investigation  of  Association  collectors.  Hence  it  has  not  unfrequently 
liappened,  where  a  hundred  copies  of  the  Scriptures  have  been  reported  as 
wanted,  ten  times  that  number  have  been  found  insufficient.  The  truth  of 
these  remarks  has  been  proved  in  our  own  society.  Seven  years  have  elapsed 
since  this  Auxiliary  was  established  : — at  that  time,  two  hundred  and  eighip 
j)oor  families,  amounting  to  near  one-fifth  of  the  population  of  Doncaster,  were 
jreported  as  destitute;  and  during  ihe  four  yeitrt  ending  I817>  three  hundred 
copies  were  circulated,  which  it  might  have  been  plausibly  contended  would 
be  a  sufficient  supply.  But  what  is  the  fiict  ? — ^A  Bible  Association  was  esta- 
blished in  1817  ;  and  within  three  yeart^  no  fewer  than  n»Rf  hundred  and  four" 
ieen  Bibles  and  Testaments  have  been  distributed  to  persons  who  voluntarily 
and  cheerfully  enrolled  their  names  as  subscribers  ....  As  a  further 
|)T0of  of  the  great  efficiency  of  Bible  Associations,  above  every  other  means 
of  distribution,  it  may  here  be  mentioned,  that  through  the  channel  of  sub- 
scribers to  your  Auxiliary,  resident  iix  Bawtry^  only  sixty-six  copies  of  the 
Scriptures  found  their  way  into  that  town  up  to  1818 ;  while  during  the  two 
years  the  Association  has  been  in  operation,  nine  hundred  and  eighiy-tix 
'  jQibles  and  Testaments  have  been  issued  from  the  Doncaster  depository  to 
iraswer  the  demands  of  Bawtry  and  the  adjacent  villages."    .    .    .    ^    Tfle 
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Readiness  of  the  Poor  to  contribute  to  the  Foreign  object — 

teOBBSSSSSsssss    I..    ■*  : '.  f  ...    a=saaa=  •    '  '  asa^i^ss^:^— — ^a^a^ 

{■rish  of  Oaytom^  though  of  circumscribed  extent,  and  with  a  population  not 
exceeding  300  souls,  enjoys  all  the  advanttges  and  all  the  blessings  of  a  well* 
ordered  Bible  Association.  The  excellent  clergyman  of  that  parish  thus 
writes : — '^  Had  not  a  resource  of  this  nature  been  within  our  reach,  the  ear» 
nest  applications  we  have  received,  could  not,  as  f%r  as  I  am  aware,  have  beea 
inswered  to  the  satis&dtion  of  the  parties,  with  respect  eilSier  to  time,  or  tin 

most  convenient  price  of  the  books Every  day  convinces  me,  that^ 

in  accomplishing  the  establishment  of  a  Bible  Institution  among  the  poor 
people  of  this  place,  I  have  done  more  ty ards  promoting  their  best  hap|B» 
iiess,  than  would  have  been  effected  by  nie  most  active  personal  exertloni^ 

Ymassisted  by  so  truly  valuable  a  support.'* ,  Nothing  more,  yoir 

Committee  are  persiuded,  need  be  advanced  to  establish  the  justice  of  the  ftl^ 
lowing  assumption : — That  the  number  of  persons  returned  without  tlw  Scrip* 
tures,  in  any  particular  district,  from  the  enumeration  of  families,  is  gencnlly 
underrated  ;  that  the  only  means  of  obtaining  correct  information  of  the  fill 
extent  of  the  deficiency,  is  through  the  means  of  Bible  Associations ;  and 
that  the  most  effectual,  and  therefore  the  best  method  of  snpplyii^  that  det- 
ficiency,  is  by  such  Associations." 

VI.  Many  observations  have  been  'submitted  in  the  preceding 
chapters,  with  regard  to  the  practical  application  of  the  Seventh  rule. 
Were  it  the  only  object  of  a  Bible  Association  to  satisfy  the  borne 
demand,  one  of  the  most  happy  effects  of  these  institutions  would 
instantly  cease.  The  labouring  classes,  might,  indeed,  be  supplied^ 
but  they  would  be  deprived  of  the  means  now  provided  for  mmN 
festing  their  interest  in  the  cause  ;•— a  cause  which  attracts  by  its 
simplicity,  and  retains  its  hold  on  their  affections  by  the  unequivocsil 
evidence  of  its  beneficial  results.  Nor  is  it  too  much  to  assert,  thA 
no  part  of  our  population  would  more  unfeignedly  lament  the 
adoption  of  any  measure,  were  it  possible  that  such  should  be  sugr 
gested,  which  could  restrict  the  operations  of  the  Society :  it  is  tb^ 
two-fold  object  which  constitutes  its  principal  beauty,  and  aecuraa 
its  permanence.  The  following  extracts  will  sufficiently  illnatiMe 
this  part  of  the  subject. 

Norlhy  fflni'LtmdMy  1880. — "A  poor  woman,  who  supported  heiself  by 
washing,  and  letting  the  spare  apartments  of  her.  little  habitation,  subscribed, 
as  a  free-will  offering,  sU -pence  per  month  to  the  Fitzroy-Square  Ass». 
dation.  Deeply  impressed  with  the  importance  and  usefulness  of  the  insti- 
tution, as  her  circumstances  improved,  she  increased  her  subscription  to  otu 
shilling  per  month.  This  she  continued  for  three  years.  Unfortunately, 
some  of  her  lodgers,  in  whom  she  had  placed  too  much  confidence,  weiH 
away  without  paying  her :  nearly  at  the  same  time,  also,  her  employment  was 
greatly  reduced.  In  consequence  of  these  privations,  she  was  compelled  to 
relinquish  her  monthly  subscription :  this  she  did  with  expressions  of  the 
deepest  regret :  she  said  that  she  felt  this  painful  necessity  as  the  greatest 
of  all  her  deprivations  ;  for  she  had  felt  a  pleasure  which  words  could  not 
describe,  in  contributing  her  widow's  mite  to  the  blessed  cause ;  and  ahe 
had  hoped  that  her  subscription  would  continue  to  the  end  of  her  dayv. 

Another  individual  in  the  same  district  had  been  afflicted    in  her 

/health,  and  was  admitted  as  a  patient  into  St.  George*s  HospitaL    In  this 

situation  she  received  a  present  of  a  Bible  from  a  pious  young  lady,  who 

,  visited  her  in  her  confinement    This  Bible  she  read  with  devout  impr«»- 

.  sions  of  its  ezoeUence,  «nd  with  an  anxious  wish  to  know  and  practise  the 


.    Instances  of  their  liberality. 


vill  of  OoD.  Being  neatctred  to  health  and  to  her  home,  she  felt  an  earnest 
desire  to  e&tend  to  ^er  sons  and  daxighters  of  affliction  the  support,  conso- 
lation, and  improvement  of  the  divine  word,  and  to  express  her  gratitude 
\j  asuating  to  ciincuiate  the  holy  scriptures.  Accordingly,  she  became  a 
auhacriher  to  the  Bible  Association ;  and  expressed  herself  thus  to  one  of  the 
i^ollectors,  who  accidentally  called  at  her  lodgings :  ^  You  are  the  person  I 
wished  to  see ;  God  has  blessed  me  with  a  little  woric :  I  have  just  received 
the  firat  sfailUng  for  it ;  I  wish  to  devote  it  to  his  service.'  The  Collector, 
with  that  wisdom,  prudence,  and  kindness,  which  should  never  be  lost  sight 
o(  remonstrated  on  the  occasion,  and  declined  taking  the  contribution.  The. 
poor  woman  exclaimed,  *'  Ob,  do  not  rob  me  of  this  only  comfort :  when 
digress  prevented  ray  contributing,  it  pierced  my  heart  with  sorrow  $  but, 
90W  that  I  can  afford  to  give  this  oiu  skiUmgj  it  feels  like  as  if  my  wounds 
were  healed.* " 

Oundle  and  TkrapBtmi* — ^For  several  jwars,  aa  item  has  appeared  in  th^*. 
Reports  of  the  Society,  acknowledging  an  annual  remittance  of  nearly  tw 
pminds^  from  "  An  Anociation  of  some  Poor  Women,  whose  names  and  re- 
•idence  are  unknown,  of  one  halfpenny  a-week.**  The  name  of  her,  whosft 
little  contribution  was  blessed  by  the  SAVioua's  approval,  is  not  recorded  on 
earth ;  but  He  still  sits  over  against  the  treasury,  and  knows  and  marks  th^ 
motives  of  those  who  cast  money  into  it. 

'*  Daventrp^  1820. — "  Two  poor  women,  who  have  received  their  BiUes,  and 
paid  the  full  price,  after  gratefully  expressing  their  thanks  to  the  Society  for 
avoiding  them  the  opportunity  of  purchasing  the  Bible  in  such  an  easy  way, 
^d  indeed  the  only  way  in  which  they  could  have  ^ared  the  money,  re* 
quested  they  might  each  be  allowed  to  subscribe  for  a  Bible  to  give  away. 
They  now  pay,  one  twopence,  the  other  threepence  per  week,  for  that 
purpose.  How  charity  expands  the  heart  and  fills  it  with  holy  zeal  1  Even 
the  cottager  is  capable  of  feeling  her  heavenly  emotions,  and  ahares  with  thm 
noble  and  the  rich  the  sacred  benediction— Mt  is  more  blessed  to  give 
than  to  receive.*** 

M^tmituitry  1816. — ^  An  officer  of  this  Association  was  called  upon  by  a 
veapectable-looking  young  woman,  apparently  a  servant,  who  desired  to  know 
^rhether  he  received  su&riptions  for  the  Bible  Association  f  and  on  b«ng 
soiswered  in  the  affirmative,  she  put  a  one-pound  note  in  bis  hand.  Not 
•apposing  her  to  be  the  author  of  such  tiberaiity,  he  inquired  in  whose 
name  he  should  place  it  on  the  society's  accounts.  The  question  evi. 
Gently  confused  her ;  and  with  some  embarrassment,  she  asked  whether  it 
^would  be  necessary  to  expose  her  name :  the  necessity  of  it,  of  course,  was 
not  ininsted  on  ;  and,  seemingly  glad  that  her  benevcdence  might  escape  the 
^^are  of  publicity,  she  begged  it  might  be  accounted  for  as  the  pft  of  a  ser. 
vant ;  and  went  away,  bearing  in  her  countenance  a  most  pleasing  evidence 
that  regret  was  not  amongst  her  feelmgs,  and  leaving  the  individual  she 
4iad  entrusted  with  her  bounty  to  exclaim,  more  from  a  consideration  of  her 
circumstances  than  of  the  magnitude  of  the  gift,  '  Verily,  she  hath  cast  in 
-more  than  they  alL* " 

Stiiffmduhirt^  I8»8.— ^  The  Rev.  Secretary  of  the  Tamworth  Branch 
writes  thus : — ^  It  is  not  now  that  there  is  here  and  there  a  Bible  on  the  shel^ 
•eovered  with  dust  and  cobwebs ;  but  it  is  sought  for,  and  it  is  read.  The  moral 
'and  the  religious  feelings  of  the  people  are  improved.  I  can  add  one  little 
.anecdote,  which  occurred  here  some  short  time  ago.  A  person  gave  me  a  small 
donation  for  the  Society,  with  these  remarks :  ^  The  Bible  is  my  source  of 
comfort  and  joy.  I  wish  others,  Sir,  to  partake  of  that  blessing  as  well  as 
*  myself.  I  and  mine  are  but  poor;  but  we  have  been  enabled,  by  means  of 
•tfaisseeiety,  to  obtaiBtheScnptajuns  at  an  easy  ratgL    Xheae  Scriptinei  ^e 
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taugfat  us  to  be  humble,  industrious,  and  frugaL  I  have  saved  a  fewndnlw 
lings :  take  them,  Sir,  as  a  small  donation.  This  mite  may,  in  a  little  de* 
gree,  fiirther  the  intentions  of  this  valuable  institution.* " 

SttttkamptoH,  1819* — ^^  It  is  a  very  pleasing  fiuH^  that  seven  of  the  Bible* 
supplied  were  purehased  by  the  children  of  a  Female  Sunday-school,  firom 
the  accumulation  of  little  gratuities  whkh  they  had  received  as  rewards  for 
good  conduct,  on  purpose  that  they  might  be  given  to  poor  persona  destitute 
of  the  holy  scriptures.  The  money  saved,  and  thus  appropriated,  was  five, 
and-thirty  shillinffs ;  and  the  act  was  spontaneous  on  the  part  of  the  children* 
So  fine  an  example  of  self-denying  benevolence,  it  is  hoped,  maj  not  be  with* 
out  its  use,  both  among  the  children  of  opulent  families,  and  among  pesMoe 
of  more  advanced  age  in  general*** 

VII.  When  the  annual  meeting  of  a  Bible  Association  is  held 
jointly  wttli  that  of  the  Auxiliary  (or  Branch)  Society^  the  foUo^ng 
should  be  substituted  as  the  Eighth  Rule : — '<  That  the  Annual  Gene* 

ral  Meeting  of  the  Auxiliary  (or  Branch)  Bible  Society  be 

considered  the  Anniversary  Meeting  of  this  Association ;  and  that  » 
copy  of  the  Treasurer's  account  (as  audited  by  the  Committee),  a 
Report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  past  year/  and  the  names  of  the 
Officers  and  Committee,  be  transmitted  to  the  Secretaries  of  the  said 
society,  one  month  previous  to  such  Annual  Meeting/' 

The  following  extracts  afford  a  gratifyuig  evidence  of  the  advan- 
tages attending  those  Meetings,  and  exempluy  their  beneficial  effiedr 
on  the  different  classes  of  the  community  : — 

North'Wkit  London^  ltl5.— '^  An  instance  has  occurred  of  a  persoD  sub* 
scribing  for  Bibles  to  be  given  to  each  of  his  servants ;  a  person  wha,  pre* 
▼knisly  to  the  formation  of  this  society,  as  he  himself  stated,  discredited  tbe 
Bible,  lost  no  opportunity  of  contending  against  it,  and  would  not  suffer  « 
single  copy  to  be  kept  in  his  house ;  but  having  heard  much  of  the  great 
activity  and  zeal  displayed  in  the  formation  of  Bible  Associations,  he  wa# 
induced  to  attend  the  meetings,  and  afterwards  to  search  the  Scriptures  hinw 
self  diHgently  ;  the  result  of  which  was,  a  deep  conviction  of  the  truth  of  the 
divine  oracles,  and  of  the  fidlacy  of  those  arguments  which  he  had  formerljr 
employed  against  them.** 

jDtIM,  1818.—'*  At  the  General  Meetmg  of  the  £dgewaie-Boad  Bible 
Association,  a  poor  woman,  who  had  already  subscribed  for  and  received  a 
Bible,  and  continued  her  subscription  of  a-penny  per  week,  was  so  delighted 
at  some  interesting  intelligence  from  Russia,  which  was  read  at  the  meeting 
that  she  went  the  next  morning  to  the  collector,  and  said  she  would  pay 
threepence  per  wedc  in  fiitur&'* ....  The  Perc^-strett  Ladies*  Report  states^ 
**  That  a  female  servant,  who  lately  attended  a  meeting  of  a  Bible  AsBocia- 
tion,  was  so  deeply  impressed  with  a  sense  of  her  duty  to  *  do  what  she  could  ' 
in  so  good  a  cause,  that  she  immediately  became  a  free  subscriber  ;  solicited 
her  companions  to  contribute  also ;  and,  having  succeeded  with  several  <^ 
them,  has  undertaken  to  collect  their  subscriptions.** 

Citsf  of  London^,  1816.—'*  Nor  have  the  public  meetings  of  the  Aaacwn^ 
tions  been  unproductive  of  benefit :  they  have  served  to  awaken  the  slumber- 
ing zeal  of  some  who  attended  them,  have  elicited  friends  to  the  institution* 
and  abated  the  prejudices  of  those  who  had  been  unfriendly  to  Bible  Sode- 
ties.  There  is  one  delightful  tale  told,  in  a  report  from  one  of  the  Aasodatioaa, 
of  a  person  who  went,  both  ignorant  and  earless,  to  the  Anniversary  Mee^ 
iagi  but  rethred  thoughtful,  and  inquliing  the  way  to  heaveib    from  Ui«& 
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and  Instances  of  their  good  Effects. 

'«iis|nciou8  hour,  she  has  been  pressing  forward  in  her  religious  career ;  to 
which  she  is  an  honour,  by  her  devout  and  humble  sidrit,  and  hj  the  con- 
sistency of  conduct  whidi  she  displays.'' 

St,  beorge's  4stociatiim^  1815. — ^^  A  person,  who  had  been  blessed  with 
pioua  parents,  but  had  lost  them  at  an  early  age,  and  had  since  forgotten  their 
pareirtid  instructions  and  admonitions,  living  "  without  God  in  the  world," 
was  prompted  by  curiosity,  as  he  passed,  to  step  into  Jones's  Riding  School, 
^ring  the  General  Meeting  for  the  formation  of  this  Association. — At  that 
^moment,  a  minister  was  advocating  the  cause  of  your  society ;  and  address- 
ing himself  to  the  youqger  part  of  the  audience,  with  such  warmth  as  to 
jUtract  his  attention,  he  was  thereby  induced  to  hear  the  remainii^  addresses  z 
and  on  leaving  the  place,  his  reflections  led  him  to  consult  his  long-neglected 
Bible :  the  result  is,  that  he  has  become  a  good  husband,  an  affectionate 
£ither,  and  a  decidedly  religious  chai^otet :  he  is  now  a  constant  and  serious 
.attendant  on  the  ministry  of  that  gentleman  who  was,  under  Providence, 
the  first  instrument  of  awakening  him  from  his  thoughtless  state  ;  an^  he  if 
also  an  active  and  zealous  member  of  one  of  our  sister  Associations.* 
i  FUxTOjf'SfWKre  AstoeitMam^  1 84  6.-—^^  -Soon  after  the  last  Anrnveisary  Meet- 
ing, a  labouring  man  called  on  one  of  the  collectors,  stating,  that  he' had  at- 
tended there,  and  had  been  so  impressed  by  what  he  heard,  that  he  could  not 
.be  satisfied  in  his  mind  till  he  had  given  his  mite  towards  the  distribution  of 
4hat  f-rfdtf  book  (so  he  called  it),  the  value  of  which  he  so  well  knew.  The 
tpoor  man  then  cheeifiilly  and  modestly  put  down  his  piece  of  five  shillings 
and  sixpence." 

Daventry^  1820. — "A  lady,  who  was  on  a  visit  in  this  neighbourhood  at  the 
4ieriod  of  your  last  Anniversary,  attended  on  that  very  interesting  occasion. 
When  she  heard  the  detail  of  the  operations  of  your  society,  and  of  the  man- 
^Iler  in  which  your  funds  were  increased  and  your  Bibles  and  Testaments 
distributed,  by  the  energy  and  assiduity  of  her  own  sex,  she  felt  a  convic- 
tion that  it  was  her  duty  to  ^go  and  do  likewise.'    Immediately  on  returning 
•to  her  usual  readence,  a  distance  of  thirty  miles,  she  attempted  to  investi- 
gate the  wants  of  tlie  poor  in  her  neighbourhood,  and  proposed  to  those,  who 
-were  destitute  of  the  holy  scriptures,  to  become  wedcly  subscribers.  -  She 
tSras  soon  astonished  and  delighted  to  observe  how  easily  the  plan  was  adopted, 
and  how  gladly  the  proposal  was  generally  accepted.    In  the  space  of  twelve 
•jnonths  Sxe  has  circulated  more  than  twenty-five  pounds'  worth  of  bodks ; 
and  has  frequently  declared,  that  ihepieature  of  the  work  abundantly  recons. 
vjiensedthe  labow  of  it ;  and  that  it  was  *  more  blessed  to  give  than  to  re- 
^eeive.'" 

'     Jfistminster^  1 8 1 7.— "A  poor  man  came  to  offer  himself  as  a  free  subscriber 
'  to  this  Association.   The  meanness  of  his  appearance  astonished  the  collector, 
and  he  did  not  accept  his  offer.  Being  thus  disappointed,  he  applied  to  ano- 
.  ther  member,  and  expressed  the  same  wish.     He  was  asked,  *'  Where  do  you 
'  hver    He  replied,  '  Near  Saffron-hilL'— '  You  had  better,  then,  subscribe 
to  the  Association  of  tiiat  district'     He  said,  he  had  been  induced  to  make 
'  this  application  in  consequence  of  seeing  a  printed  placard,  announcing  the 
,  annual  meeting  of  the  St.  Clement  Dane's  Association ;  and  he  had  brought 
a  one-pound  note,  not  in  payment  for  a  Bible,  but  as  a  free  gift.    Intreaties 
<«r)ere  used  to  induce  him  to  change  his  mind,  but  in  vain ;  he  would  not  be 
ttnoved  from  his  purpose.    He  said  he  had  been  at  sea,  and  could  well  spate 
.it ;  as  he  had  lately  received  some  prize-money.  The  collector's  astonishment 
.was  still  more  increased,  when  he  informed  him  that  he  was  a  Roman  Ca- 
tholic   He  acknowledged  that  the  Bible  was  the  only  book  that-  could  laeet 
4the  necessities  of  the  soul,  and  shewed  much  solkitude  for  the  loore  gtneral 
aiffuf&on  of  it.** 
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By-lAWB  of  the  ComniitteeB  of  Ladies*  Aasodatioiifl. 


It  has  been  already  obseryed,  that  the  public  proceedings  of 
Ladies'  Bible  Societies  are  conducted  exclusively  by  the  Committees 
of  the  Auxiliary  [[or  Branch]]  Societies  with  which  they  are  con- 
nected, who  should  always  appoint  a  judicious  and  efficient  Sub- 
committee for  this  particular  purpose.  The  form  of  the  Annual 
Report,  and  such  further  remarks  as  appear  necessary,  will  be  found 
in  Section  V.  of  this  chapter.  When  the  Association  is  connected 
with  a  Liadies*  Branch  Society,  the  duty  enjoined  by  the  A^inM  Rule 
ii  fulfilled  by  the  Treasurer  and  Secretaries,  who  should  present  a 
copy  of  their  Rules  and  Regulations  to  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Lftdies*  Branch. 


S.  llie  following  are  the  By-Laws,  recommended  for  adoption 
by  the  Committees  of  Ladles'  Bible  Associations : — 

.     I.  That  the  Committee  meet  at ,  on  the ,  in  ererj  month,  at 

..—  o*clock  preciaelj ;  and  that  as  soon  after  that  time  as  ^»—  Memben 
be  present,  business  shall  be  commenced. 

II.  That  the  chair  be  taken  by  the  President ;  in  the  Premdent's  absence, 
by  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents ;  in  their  absence,  by  the  Treasurer;  and  ia 
the  absence  of  all  these  officers;  the  Committee  shall  appoint  a  person  to  the 
(hair  from  among  themselves. 

III.  That  the  order  of  proceeding  shall  be, 

1.  To  read  the  Minutes  of  the  preceding  Meeting,  ind  dispose  of  bust* 

ness  arising  therefrom. 
S.  To  receive  Uie  Treasurer^  and  Secretaries*  reports  of  the  state  of  the 

funds,  and  of  the  stock  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  oo  band. 

3.  To  call  for  a  wriiten  report  from  the  Collectors  of  each  ^^strict :  such 

reports  to  be  taken  into  consideration,  and,  if  approved,  to  be  vs. 
ceived,  and  copied  into  the  ^^  Report  Book.*' 

4.  To  receive  any  official  communications  which  the  Secretaries  may 

have  to  make :  after  which,  fresh  propositions  shall  be  taken  intb 
consideration. 

IV.  That  each  district,  where  convenient,  shall  have  two  or  mors 
joembers  of  the  Committee  attached  to  it,  as  Collectors. 

.  V.  That  the  Collectors  be  requested,  as  far  as  possible,  to  call  pumeiwtl^ 
for  the  weekly  subscriptions,  every  week ;  to  soUdt  new  subscriptions,  from 
^iime  to  time,  throughout  their  several  districts;  and  to  report,  at  the 
monthly  meetings,  siiu:h  persons  as  they  consider  proper  for  new  members  of 
the  Committee. 

VI.  That  the  Secretaries  be  empowered  to  procure  Bibles  and  Testaments, 
when  necesary ;  and  report  to  the  Committee,  every  month,  the  state  of 
the  funds,  and  the  stock  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  on  hand. 

VII.  That  the  Bible  Secretary  stamp,  or  inscribe  neatly,  the  name  of 
this  Association  on  the  title-paae  of  every  Bible  and  Testament  iasaed, 
and  keep  a  regular  account  of  all  copies  received  and  delivered. 

VIII.  That  when  any  Subscriber  shall  have  paid  up  the  agreed  price 
for  a  Bible  or  Testament,  the  Collectors  of  the  district  shall  deliver  lo 
such  subscriber  a  ticket,  addressed  to  the  Bible  Secretary,  spedfyii^  the 
description  of  Bible  or  Testament,  and  the  amount  paid ;  on  the  presen* 
fation  of  which  the  Book  shall  be  delivered. 

.     f^  That  the  Collectors  of  each  district  be  x«quested  to  present  % 
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B/-Iiaws  of  the  Committee. 
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tmiten  report  to  every  monthly  meeting  of  the  Committee ;  particularlj' 
jpecifying, 

C  Xhe  amount  of  all  donations  and  free  subscriptions  received  hy  them 
■  during  the  last' month,  with  the  names  of  all  nrw  contributors. 

9*  The  amount  of  subscriptions  for  Bibles  and  Testaments  received 
by  them    during   the  last   month,   with   the  names  of  all  nag 
suivBcribers. 
3.  Any  information  of  an  interesting  nature,  arlBing  out  of  the  pre* 
(  oeedings  of  the  Association. 

.  X  That  the  Bibles  and  Testaments  issued  by  this  Assodation  shall  be 
■old  at  the  cost  prices,  as  specified  in  the  annexed  table : — but  the  Collectors 
ere  authorised,  in  cases  of  poverty,  or  under  peculiar  circumstances,  to 
deliver  copies  when  not  less  than  one-half  of  the  cost  price  has  been  pai<L 

Cost  tlM  Sodet/. 
BIBLES.  f.        A 

Small  Pica,  with  mar^^nal  references 14  •   0 

Small  Pica,  without  references 10  •   6 

Long  Primer  .  ditto ,9-6 

Brevier,  with  marginal  references U    .10 

Brevier,  without  references   • 7   •    S 

Minion    .    •    ditto 6.0 

Nonpareil     .     ditto 4   .    S 

Pocket,  Minion  Type 5    .    7 

Pocket,  Nonpareil  ditto 4.6 

TB8TAMENTS. 

Pica .   .    .  bound  in  calf 4   .   S 

Pica  » sheep •    •  3   «.'S 

lK>ng  Primer    •    .  calf 3.8. 

Long  Primer    .     .  sheep S   .   S 

Brevier  .    •'  ,     .  calf «    .   8 

Brevier   •    •    •    •  sheep 1.6 

Brevier    •    •    •    •  linen  cloth 1.3 

*    Pocket     •     .     •    .  calf 8.1 

Pocket     ....  sheep 1,6 


XJ.  That  in  case  the  Collectors  meet  with  any  individuals  whom  they 
may  consider  proper  objects  for  the  grant  of  a  Bible  or  Testament,  the 
^ames  and  address  of  such  persons  shall  be  reported  to  the  General 
Committee,  and  transmitted,  by  the  Minute  Secretary,  to  the  Secretaiy 
of  the  Auxiliary  [or  Branch]  Society,  with  a  request  that  they  may  be 
visited,  and,  if  found  suitabl«4tt)Jects,  gratuitously  supplied. 
.  XIX.  That  no  &mily,  after  having  been  supplied  with  one  Bible  and 
9iie  Testament,  under  the  cott  prices,  shall  be  supplied  with  any  further 
j^umber  of  copies  on  the  same  terms,  without  special  application  to  the 
Committee. 

■  Xni.  That  a  copy  of  the  Monthly  Extracts  of  Correspondence  be 
regubirly  presented,  by  the  Collectors,  to  every  free  Contributor  of  half 
•  guinea  or  upwards  per  annum ;  and  that  they  be  (ent  to  free  contri. 
butors  of  smaller  sums,  in  the  proportion  of  one  copy  to  every  fbur 
fUbscribers.  The  regular  number  of  copies  to  be  provided  by  the  Secret 
^ries,  and  delivered  to  the  Collectors  at  the  monthly  committee  meetings. 

XIV.  That  no  new  By-Law  be  made,  or  any  existing  By-I^t^  repealed 
cr  altered,  without  one  month's  previous  notice  be  given. 
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OtMenratioDB  on  the  By-Laws — Vuiton— ILdyantages  of  punctuality. 

4. — OBSERVATIONS. 

The  subsequent  remarks^  in  addition  to  those  which  have 
been  offered  in  the  corresponding  divisions  of  the  preceding 
Chapters,  are  designed  to  explain  and  illustrate  the  tendency 
of  those  regulations. 

I.  In  many  Associations,  the  following  words  have  been  added  to 
the  Fourth  By-Law ; — <<And  that,  in  all  practicable  cases,  a  matron 
i^nd  a  younger  lady  shall  be  colleagues. '  As  a  cautionary  hint,  it 
may  not  be  improper  to  observe,  that  children  should  not  be  em-^ 
ployed  as  collectors  of  districts ;  nor  is  the  author  aware  of  such 
appointment  having  ever  taken  place.  Experience  has  satisfac- 
torily proved,  that  the  subject  maybe  safely  left  to  the  discretion  of 
the  Ladies  themselves ;  and  it  would  be  difficult  to  point  out  a  single 
Association  of  this  description,  in  Great  Britain,  which  might  not 
be  Safely  recommended  as  a  model  for  similar  institutions.  In 
reference  to  this  particular  subject  it  should  be  stated,  that  the 
following  By-Law  has  been  adopted  in  many  places,  with  conside- 
rable effect :  **  That  every  young  lady  who  obtains  six  or  more  free 
contributors  of  a  pennv  a-week,  or  upwards^  shall  have  the  privilege 
of  attending  the  meetmgs  of  the  Committee  as  a  Visiter  J^  In  allu- 
sion to  the  practical  operation  of  this  By-Law,  the  Committee  of 
the  Southampton  Ladies' Association,  in  their  Third  Annual  Report, 
observe^  "  The  Institution  has  been  aided,  in  a  most  i valuable 
degree,  by  the  punctuality  and  perseverance  of  eight  little  girls. 
The  plan  of  each  of  them  has  been,  to  obtain  six  or  more  free  sub- 
scribers, of  one  penny  or  upwards  a-week ;  which  these  juvenile 
collectors  pay  in,  once  a  month,  at  the  meeting  of  the  Committee, 
which  they  attend  as  visitors.  Hioir  united  collections,  to  the  pre- 
sent time,  amount  to  no  less  than  50/.  l^s.  2d,*' 

II.  On  a  strict  attention  to  the  duties  enjoined  by  tlie  Fifth  B/- 
Law,  the  success  of  the  institution,  humanly  speaking,  princi<* 
pally  depends.  The  advantages  of  punctuality  ;  the  mode  of  appli- 
cation to  the  various  classes  of  society;  the  inexpediency  of 
accepting  free  contributions  from  persons  who  receive  parochial 
aid ;  and  the  selection  of  suitable  Ladies  to  fill  up  any  vacancies  in 
the  Committee,  constitute  the  subjects  comprised  by  this  impor- 
tant regulation.  Under  the  head  of  "  HinU  to  Collectors,"  (Chap^ 
ter  Vin.  Mection  L)  such  suggestions  will  be  submitted  as  the 
nature  of  the  case  appears  to  require ;  and  the  following  extracts 
will  furnish  an  ample  illustration  of  the  practical  tendency  of  the 
Rule. 

North- fFest  l/rndtm^  1816.—^  At  tb6  formation  of  the  Padduigton  Asso* 
ciation,'  an  iron-foundry  in  the  district  was  visited  by  one  of  the  coUectorSy 
to  solicit  subscriptions  from  the  workmen.  On  this  occasion,  some  Iriati 
Boman  Catholics,  employed  in  the  foundry,  gave  him  much  opposition  f 
declaring,  that  '  they  would  be  glad  to  bom  all  the  Bibles  he  woul4 
briog.'    A  iSew  of  the  other  workmen,  however,  were  induced  to  subscnb* 
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hr  IKhles.  The  happy  effects  produced  bj  these  books  were  slrikingljr 
manifested  at  a  subs^uent  period :  for  when  the  same  collector  visited  the 
Sundry  again,  after  a  considerable  interval,  the  men  exclaimed,  on  seeing 
him  enter,  *  Here  comes  the  Bible-man !  w^  have  found  the  benefit  of 
some  of  bis  Bibles ;  now  let  us  all  have  Bibles.'  And  several  of  4hem  im« 
mediately  became  subscribers." 

Nwihampton  Ladies^  1820. — ^  The  poor  continue  to  feel  th^  least  poo- 
iible  inconvenience  from  paying  for  the  holy  scriptures  by  wedtly  io^talt 
ments.  Your  Committee  refer  to  a  proof  of  it,  in  the  case  of  a  young 
woman,  who  was  unable  to  attend  the  last  public  distribution  V>  recdve  her 
Bible.  When  the  collector  called  .on  her  with  it,  and  presented  it  to  her> 
she  said,  ^  Ma*am,  I  do  indeed  consider  this  as  a  vezy  handsome  present;  for 
it  comes  like  a  present : — having  paid  only  the  small  sum  of  one  j^nuif  per 
week,  I  have  not  felt  the  purchase.' " 

Hatknep^  9(e,  Ladie$\  1880. — '^  In  one  of  my  visits,"  a  collector  observes, 
^  I  called  on  a  poor  woman,  to  whom  I  proposed  the  question,  whether  she 
had  a  Bible :  ^  Oh,  yes,*  she  replied ;  *'  I  have  three.*  Knowing  that  she 
depended  for  her  suppwt  upon  her  own  labour,  I  was  about  leaving  her ; 
when  she  said,  ^'  J/oy  noi  the  poor  gwe  mmeikinf  ie  ike  Bible  Seeieip  ae  weU 
as  the  riehr  I  replied, '  Certainly,  if  they  wish  it.'  She  said,  '  I  wish  to 
give  a  little  ;*  and  brought  me  twopence.  At  first  I  declined  taking  so 
much ;  but  she  repeated  her  request,  and  added,  *  I  will  continue  it  weekly 
as  long  as  I  can  afford  it ;  and  if  I  become  unable,  I  shaU  rejoice  that  I  have 
ipven  something  to  so  good  a  cause.'  ** 

Pfymeuthj  i(c.  Ladiei\  1890. — **  A  man  who,  on  the  first  call,  received 
the  collector  with  suUen  disdain,  opposing  her  exertions  by  every  mean* 
within  the  sphere  of  his  influence,  and  even  refusing  her  access  to  his 
tenants  up  stairs,  is  now  become  a  free  subscriber,  and  a  useful  «iixilia^« 
During  her  Absence  of  three  or  four  weeks,  he  collected  part  of  the  dis* 
trict  for  her ;  and  in  wet  weather,  wishes  her  to  sit  in  his  shop,  while  he^ 
runs  to  gather  the  pence— offering  his  services  in  any  way  in  which  he  caa 
beuaefiil.** 

•  Z>t/to.— "  The  collectors,  on  entering  the  room  where  a  poor  man  and 
woman  lived,  and  telling  the  object  of  their  visit,  were  answered  very  cheer, 
fiilly,  *'  It  will  give  us  great  pleasure  to  throw  in  our  mite  to  this  treasury  ; 
for  we  love  the  cause.'— Observing,  however,  that  this  interesting  couple 
were  apparently  sinking  under  the  effects  of  disease,  and  that  every  thing 
in  the  room  bore  great  indications  of  poverty,  the  collectors  thought  it  riglS 
to  make  some  inquiry  inta  their  circumstances.  They  thankfully  acknow- 
ledged, that  aid  was  afforded  them  by  the  parish,  and  occasional  help  from  a 
few  benevolent  friends.  As  it  is  a  rule  of  your  Associations  never  to  accept 
fiee  contributions  from  persons  receiving  parochial  aid,  the  collectors,  on 
this  information,  felt  themselves  obliged  to  decline  the  willing  offering.  A 
few  days  after,  a  lady,  who  firequently  visited  these  afflicted  persons,  hap. 
pening  to  call  on  them,  they  related  to  her,  with  tears  in  their  eyes,  the 
Bad  disappointment  they  had  experienced,  in  being  denied  the  privilege  of 
flubscribing  to  the  Bible  Society ;  asking,  if  there  were  no  way  in  which  it 
might  bedone;  adding,  ^  Any  sacrifice  we  could  make  would  be  a  pleasure 
tous,  if  we  might  be  allowed  to  contribute.'— The  print  of  their  own  well- 
read  Bible  being  small,  and  in  many  parts  almost  obliterated,  they  were 
recommended  to  subscribe  for  another  for  their  own  use.  The  proposal  was 
readily  accepted :  *  jind  then,*  said,  they,  *  we  MhaU  have  ear  Hitle  Bible  ta 
gwe  to  wme  peer  creature  who  has  note  J  '* 

Cold  must  be  that  hearty  and  torpid  those  feelings  that  are  not 
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awakened  by  facts  like  these !  The  labouring  classes  in  Great 
Britain  have  furnished  the  best  and  most  conclusive  answer — ^that 
of  practical  refutation — to  arguments  ihey  never  heard,  and  theoriea^ 
ihey  could  never  compreliend ;  while  they  have  afforded  the  finest 
illustration  of  the  admirable  remarks  of  Dr.  Chalmers,  who  ob- 
serves^ in  reference  to  the  influence  of  this  part  of  the  system  on 
Aeir  circumstances  and  their  character, — 

^  It  brings  up  their  economy  to  a  higher  pitch ;  but  it  does  so,  not  in  the 
way  whidi  tbej  resist,  but  in  the  way  which  thej  choose^  The  single  cir« 
cumstanoe  of  its  being  a  vohtniary  act,  forms  the  defence  and  the  answer 
to  all  the  damoura  of  an  affected  sjmpathy.^^  You  take  from  the  poor.' 
*  No ;  thej  give.*— ^  You  take  bejond  their  ability.*  *'  Of  this  thej  are  the 
best  judges.' — *"  You  abridge  theit  comforts.'  No ;  there  is  a  comfert  in  the 
•zercis^  of  charity :  there  is  a  comfort  in  the  act  of  lending  a  hand  to  a 
noble  enterprise :  there  is  a  comfort  in  the  contemplation  of  its  progress :' 
there  is  a  comfort  in  rendering  a  service  to  a  friend  ;— and  when  Uuit  friend 
k  the  Saviour,  and  that  service  the  circulation  of  the  message  he  left  bdiind 
him,  it  is  a  comfort  which  many  of  the  poor  are  ambitious  to  share  in* 
Leave  them  to  judge  of  theb*  comfort ;  and  if,  in  point  of  fiu:t,  they  do  give 
their  penny  a-we^  to  a  Bible  Society,  it  just  speaks  them  to  have  more 
comfort  in  this  way  of  spending  it,  than  in  any  other  which  occurs  to  them." 

The  following  remarks  of  the  B^ton  Committee,  in  their  Report 
for  I8t^,  are  so  appropriate  and  judicious,  that  no  apology  is 
requisite  for  their  introduction : — 

*^  The  practical  good  which  arises  to  the  poor  from  BiUe  Assoeiation^- 
vuist  be  convincingly  evident  to  every  mind,  that  at  all  reflects  seriously* 
and  dispassionately  on  the  subject  It  is  only  by  personally  visiting  theur 
dwellings,  and  actually  investigating  their  moral  wants,  that  the  deficiency 
ef  the  Scriptures. can  be  ascertained.  To  affirm,  as  many  worthy  penonr 
do,  that  the  poor  of  this  island  may  procure  Bibles,  If  they  choose  to  make 
a  proper  application  for  them  to  the  benevolent  and  well<^ispoeed,  is  indeed 
to  state  a  most  delightful  truth  :  but  matter  of  fact  has  indisputably  proved, 
that  this  mode  of  distributing  the  sacred  volume  does  not  fiilly  meet  the 
Exigencies  of  the  case ;  it  does  not  accbrd  with  the  general  views,  and  faabita» 
and  dispositions  of  the  poor.  Friendly  visits  must  be  paid  them ;  their 
individual  wants  must  be  kindly  inquired  into;  their  pr^udices  and 
aversions  must,  if  possible,  be  softened  and  conciliated ;  their  ignorance  must 
be  calmly  and  judiciously  reasoned  with ;  and  the  necessity  and  importance 
of  possessing  a  copy  of  the  word  of  life  must  be  pointed  out  to  them,  and 
prised  home  upon  their  hearts  with  an  earnest  and  affectionate  solicitude. 
**  To  be  roused  to  the  heights  of  mercy,"  says  an  eloquent  divine,  **  you 
should  have  personal  experience  of  what  passes  around  you  t  one  sin^ 
morning  devoted  to  explore  the  recesses  of  misery  would  preach  to  yon 
through  life."  Wherever  the  object  of  Bible  Associations  has  been  thua 
recommended  to  the  attention  of  the  poor,  and  pursued  with  diligence  and 
^nctuality,  the  most  beneficial  effects  have  uniformly  ensued." 

III.  In  order  to  save  time,  and  to  fulfil  in  the  best  manner  the 
duty  enjoined  by  the  Sevenih  By-Law,  many  Associations  use  a  brass 
stamp  and  red  ink,  by  which  means  the  object  in  view  is  completely 
attained  without  disfiguring  the  title  page.  The  Bible  Secretary 
should  stamp  the  copies  as  soon  as  they  are  received^  before  placing' 
them  in  the  Depository.    Whether  the  title  of  the  Association  be 
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"gtamped  or  written,  it  will  be  found  conducive  to  the  design  in  Tiew 
to  insert  the  number  placed  against  the  subscriber's  name  in  the 
'Bible  Book,  in  some  agreed  part  of  the  Bible  or  Testament,  as 
Tecommended  in  the  Twelfth  By-Law  of  Gentlemen's  Associations, 
Chap.  111.  Section  III. 

IV.  In  places  where  the  plan  of  public  distributions  is  adopted 
(aee  Chap.  VIIL  Section  III.)>  the  following  should  be  substituted 
as  the  Eighth  By-Law  : — 

^  That  the  Bibles  and  Testaments  issued  by  this  Society  be  delivered 
fuhlicly^  at  such  times,  and  in  such  part  of  the  district,  as  the  Committee 
shall  deem  most  suitable :  but  that  every  subscriber,  having  completed  his 
or  her  subscription,  and  requiring  a  Bible  or  Testament  previously  to  m 
•public  distribution,  shall  be  supplied  by  the  Bible  Secretary." 

V.  A  reference  to  the  Specimen  of  the  Collector's  Monthly 
'Report,  in  Section  V.  of  this  Chapter,  will  satisfy  the  reader  of  the 
facility  with  which  the  provisions  of  the  Ninth  By-Law  are  fulfilled» 
A  strict  and  uniform  attention  to  this  regulation  will  materially  pro- 
mote the  interests  of  the  Society* 

•  VI.  It  will  be  perceived  that  much  is  left  to  the  discretion  of  the 
collectors,  in  the  practical  application  of  the  Tunth  By-Law ;  and 
^hat  in  no  part  of  the  executive  details  will  greater  caution  be 
necessary,  to  guard  against  the  abuse  of  the  privilege  thus  con- 
ferred. The  subject  has  already  been  adverted  to  in  Chapter  IIL 
{Section  III.,  Fourteenth  Observation);  but  its  acknowledged  im- 
portance justifies  a  more  full  consideration  of  the  principle  it 
involves,  by  a  review  of  its  tendency  and  effects  in  those  places 
"where  it  has  been  most  extensively  applied. 

The  Committee  of  the  Liverpool  Ladies'  Society  observe,  —  *^  Tliere 
may,  to  a  casual  observer,  be  an  appearance  of  oppression,  in 
requiring  from  a  labourer  the  full  price  of  a  Bible ;  and  were  it 
dlemanded  at  once,  it  might  possibly  be  felt  by  the  individual  as 
such  :  but,  on  their  own  reiterated  testimony,  *  a  penny  a-week  is 
never  missed;'  and.  in  the  end,  the  Bible  Is  received  almost  as  a 
gift,  though,  as  the  fruit  of  their  own  industry,  they  are  more 
pleased  than  if  it  were  gratuitously  presented.  Out  of  9755 
Bibles  and  Testaments  issued  by  this  society,  considerably  more 
ihan  one-half  have  been  sold  at  the  cost  prices." 

In  the  last  Annual  Report  of  the  Hull  Ladies'  Society,  it  is 
stated ; — *'  It  has  always  been  earnestly  recommended  to  the  Col« 
lectors,  not  to  urge  the  poor  and  needy  too  importunately  to  sub* 
Jicribe  their  penny ;  for  tliere  are,  doubtless,  individual  cases  which 
•daim  the  divine  blessing — *  Thou  didst  well,  that  it  was  in  thine 
iieart ;'  but  there  are  others,  where  the  weekly  contribution  ap« 
|>ears  to  enrich,  rather  than  impoverish.  A  poor  woman,  who  gate 
•threepence  per  week  for  a  Bible,  declared,  *  though  times  were 
very  bad,  she  had  never  found  herself  poorer  on  Saturday  night 
iof  paying  for  her  Bible  on  Monday.'  Of  1854  copies  issued  b/ 
4liis  mstitution,  1811  have  been  distributed  at  the  cost  prices/' 
^    The  Committee  of  the  Bioomsburtf  and  South"  Panaras  AuxUianf 
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Sodehf  report;-^'*  The  readiness  of  the  poor  to  make  their  perio- 
dical payments  is  most  gratifying.  Their  alacrity  and  punctuality 
have  been  such,  that  the  Associations  have  been  induced  very 
generally  to  advance  the  Bible  or  Testament  to  the  poor  sub- 
scriber, after  a  proportion  of  the  sum  has  been  paid ;  relying  on  his 
character  for  the  payment  of  the  remaining  purchase-money.  By 
means  of  this  small  mdulgence,  which  they  have  never  foujid  to  he 
abused,  the  poor  are  encouraged  to  pay  with  the  utmost  cheer- 
fulness the  entire  cost  of  the  b<K>ks."  And,  as  a  specimen  of  the 
mode  of  distribution  adopted,  tlkey  add, — "  Of  195  Bibles  and 
;Testaments  issued  by  five  of  our  Associations  within  four  months^ 
185  were  sold  at  the  cost  prices.** 

The  following  is  extracted  from  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Lower 
Rotherhithe  Association :  — "  The  Committee  be^  to  relate  an 
anecdote  of  a  person  under  no  fear  as  to  the  operation  of  the  pro- 
]perty-tax  s  in  other  words,  he  works  £at  ten  shillings  and  sixpence 
per  week.  He  applied  to  have  his  name  put  down  for  a  Bible,  and 
professed  a  strong  desire  to  have  one ;  and  said  he  would  pay  for  it 
as  he  could  spare  the  money ;  at  all  events,  at  not  less  than  three- 
pence per  week.  Threepence  he  paid,  ninepence  he  brought  the 
next  night,  one  shilling  the  next ;  and  so  great  was  his  anxiety, 
that  having  collected  the  sum  of  four  shillings,  he  brought  it  on  the 
fifdi  night,  at  eleven  o'clock,  to  secure  his  wished-for  prize." 
•  The  Hudder^eld  Ladies'  Association,  in  their  First  Annual  Report, 
observe, — ^'  Tlie  children  appear  to  take  great  pleasure  in  saving 
the  little  money  which  is  given  them  in  the  course  of  the  week^ 
tiiat  they  may  put  in  (as  they  term  it)  for  a  Bible ;  and  are  quite 
anxious  for  the  Collectors  on  the  Monday  morning.  In  many 
families  there  are  three  subscribers  in  eacn ;  namely,  the  parents 
and  two  children."  To  which  it  is  added,  <<  118.  copies  of  the 
aacred  ^scriptures  have  been  already  distributed,  for  which  prime 
cost  has  been  paid.*'  • 

.  The  Helstone  Ladies'  Association  observe ; — <<  We  have  to  8Ute» 
that  a^  the. Bibles  and  Testaments  have  been  disposed  of  at  the 
€ost  price ;  and  in  no  instance  has  discontent  manifested  itself  in 
those  who  have  purchased  them." 

VII.  The  disadvantages  attendant  on  the  gratuitous  distribution 
of  Bibles  and  Testaments,  as  a  general  practice,  have  been  repeat- 
edly alluded  to  in  the  preceding  pages ;  but  as  cases  may  some- 
4imes  occur  to  justify  this  mode  of  supply,  it  is  the  object  of  the 
Eleventh  By-Law  to  provide  the  means  for  carrying  it  into  effiexM. 
The  difficYUties  which  opposed  themselves  to  any  specific  arrange- 
ment, and  the  pecviliar  delicacy  required  to  guard  against  fraud  oo 
the  one  hand,  and  the  neglect  of  a  positive  duty  on  the  other,  were 
perceived  at  an  early  period ;  and  Uie  plan  of  proceeding  recom- 
mended in  the  By-Law,  and  adopted  by  Ladies*  Associations 
universally,  has  proved  the  most  effectual  expedient  hitherto 
devised.  The  necessity  of  gratuitous  grants,  especially  in  placet 
where  the  <<  Loan  Fund''  is  adopted  {See  Chapter  VUL  Section  IL), 
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will  be  rarely  found  to  exist;  and  in  a  well-organised  Association, 
where  the  collectors  regularly  adhere  to  the  system  of  weekly 
visits,  even  the  inclination  to  be  thus  supplied  will  generally  give, 
place  to  a  better  feeling : — a  desire  will  be  excited  among  the  poor 
to  procure  Bibles  for  themselves,  and  increased  industry  and 
economy  will  speedily  furnish  the  means.  But  let  it  never  he 
forgotten^  that  the  occasional  grant  of  a  Bible  may  be  a  Christian 
duty,  and  that  **  the  blessing  of  him  who  is  ready  to  perish*'  may 
sanctify  the  gifl. — '<  A  minister  lately  entered  the  cottage  of  one. 
of  his  parishioners.  He  heard  a  voice.  He  listened.  It  was  the 
voice  or  a  child,  reading  the  Scriptures  by  the  bed-side  of  a  dying* 
mother,  **  Where,  my  child,  did  you  learn  to  read  ?'*  **  At  the 
Sunday  School."  '*  Who  gave  you  that  Bible }"  <«  A  Member 
of  the  Bible  Society."  Surely  there  never  was  a  gem  or  jewe^ 
worn  by  British  female, — surely  ithere  never  sparkled  a  diamond  in 
the  courts  of  kings, — which  would  not  be  gladly  expended  to  pur* 
chase  such  a  Bible,  to  be  used  by  such  a  child,  on  such  aa 
occasion  I"* 

VIII.  Many  of  the  observations  just  offered  are  eoually  ap* 
plicable  to  the  Twelfth  By-Law.  It  is  evident  that  a  Bible  and 
Testament  constitute  an  adequate  supply,  ffenerally  speaking,  for 
every  family ;  but  where  there  are  several  children,  and  especially 
when  they  are  about  to  leave  home  for  service,  the  importance  of 
encouraging  their  parents  to  supply  them  with  this,  their  best 
companion,  will  be  duly  appreciated.  The  Committee  of  thQ 
Plymouth  Ladies'  Society  observe, — 

^^  It  is  a  touching  and  a  beautiful  sigfat,  and  by  no  means  unfrequent, 
when  the  collectors  are  called  on  to  receive  from  the  pittance  of  age  and 
infirmity  the  weekly  penny  for  the  purchase  of  a  Bible  or  a  Testament 
designed  to  be  the  legacy  of  affection  to  the  lisping  grandchild.  The  poor 
have  feelings ;  and  rightly  do  they  seek  to  embalm  and  peipetuate  theiir 
memories,  by  selecting  such  a  memoriaL*' 

But  this  benevolent  principle  acquires  a  higher  value,  when  we 
behold  its  influence  extending  beyond  the  limits  of  the  domestio 
circle. — The  Committee'  of  the  Sherborne  Ladies'  Association  re* 
port : — 

**  A  poor  youth,  about  eighteen  years  of  age,  called  on  one  of  your  secre* 
taries  for  two  Testaments.  On  being  asked  &  he  had  not  some  months  past 
obtained  a  Bible  for  himself,  he  replied,  *'  Yes ;  I  do  not  now  buy  for  my. 
self:  there  is  a  poor  lad  living  near  me  without  a  Bible,  and  I  want  him  to 
read  it,  because  it  has  done  me  so  much  good :  the  other  I  want  to  carry  to 
an  old  woman,  who  has  long  been  confined  to  her  bed,  in  order  that  I  may 
•lead  to  her ;  and  I  assure  you,  there  is  no  Bible  in  the  room,  and  I  wish  to 
leave  it  there,  for  the  good  of  all  her  neighbours  who  visit  her.*' 

And  the  exemplary  Committee  of  the  Colchester  and  East'Essege 
Auxiliary  Society  place  this  subject  in  a  new  and  interesting  point 
of  view,  by  stating,  that,  "  among  the  recent  issues,  have  been  twelve 
, ■  ■  ■  ■■■-■■.  ■  ■  I  .  ,1        ■     I,    ■  ^ 

-     •  Speech  of  the  Rer.  John  Cawood  at  the  WoroesCcr  Msetuig,  181^.      ^' 
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Bibles,  at  the  reduced  price,  to  the  proprietor  of  the  principal  inn 
in  this  town,  to  be  placed  in  the  sleeping-rooms,  for  the  use  of  those 
who  have  occasion  to  take  up  a  temporary  residence  there.  Your 
Committee  would  recommend  the  practice  ro  be  adopted  as  gene- 
rally  as  possible  ;  and  sincerely  hope  the  good  intentions  of  those 
who  have  commenced  it  will  be  fully  realized.*' 

.  IX.  The  following  extracts,  m  addition  to  the  remarks  submitted 
in  Chap.  1.  Section  VI II.,  will  exemplify  the  beneficial  effects  re^ 
siilting  from  the  provisions  of  the  Thirteenth  By-Law  : 

Wttimintter^  1818. — ^**  The  plan  recently  adopted,  of  printing  *  MonthlT' 
£xtract8,*  from  the  correspondence  of  the  Parent  Society,  has  been  l^jhl^ 
heneficial,  in  exciting  new  and  zealous  exertions  in  the  several  departments  of 
the  societj.  With  Uuse  extracts  in  his  hand,  every  contributor  to  the  Society 
ean  trace  its  mcreasing  progress  and  success,  in  opening  the  treasures  of 
))&viBe  Wisdom  to  regions  hitherto  unHipplied  with  the  word  of  life.** 

RUtehktaiky  1818.—''  The  occasional  circulation  of  the  '  Monthlj  £>• 
tracts  *  among  persons  who  knew  but  little  of  the  extensive  labours  of  the 
Bible  Society,  has  made  the  most  salutary  impression.  It  has,  in  many  cases^ 
silenced  objections,  and  brought  new  friends  to  the  cause  in  which  thai 
Society  and  its  Auxiliaries  are  engaged.** 

Ptymmuh  Laaie$\  18iO — ^*'  Your  Committee  have,  during  the  past  jenr« 
judged  it  expedient  to  give  increased  circulation  to  those  very  interesting 
documents,  the  '  Monthly  Extracts  of  CJbrrespimdemce ;'  having  been  satisfieS 
^  their  tendency  to  excite  and  maintain  a  powerftil  interest  in  the  operations 
of  the  Parent  Society.  By  rich  and  poor  they  are  perused  with  equal  in<- 
terest.  In  most  of  the  poorer  districts  they  are  regularly  ciixnilated ;  and  the 
eagerness  with  which  they  are  inquired  for,  evinces  that  poverty  may  restnis 
the  hand,  but  cannot  chill  the  heart** 

Specimens  of  all  the  Books  and  Reports  referred  to  in  the  By- 
Law«,  will  be  found  in  one  connected  series  in  Section  V.  of  this 
Chapter,  with  such  remarks  and  explanations  as  may  be  necessary  to 
illustrate  their  practical  tendency. 


SECTION  IV. 

ON  THE  MODE  OF  ESTABLISHING  AND  ORGANIZING  LADIES' 
BIBLE   ASSOCIATIONS. 

!.  In  places  where  Auxiliary  or  Branch  Societies  are  cst»- 
Uished  and  properly  organized^  the  formation  of  Associations 
^encaraUy  oriffinates  with  their  Committees:  and  it  will  be 
TBCoIIected,  that  their  By-Laws  (Ckap.  II.  Sect.  III.)  a» 
4&-amed  with  particular  reference  to  this  subject.  The 
mode  of  proceeding,  in  regard  to  Absociations  conducted 
t)y  Gentlemen,  has  been  explicitly  detailed  in  Chap.  III. 
;Sect  IV. ;  and  the  members  of  a  District  Committee  will  find 
no  diiEculty  in  accommodadDg  the  directions  there  gi^  en  to 
Ae  i>eeuliar  .circumstances  of  a  Ladie«*  Society*    When  the 
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measure  arises  spontaneously  with  any  Lady,  the  first  proceed- 
ing,  after  forming  a  provisional  committee  of  three  or  more 
Ladies,  should  be,  to  request  die  assistance  of  the  nearest 
Auxiliary  or  Branch  Committee,  >vlio  immediately  depute  a 
judicious  Sub-Committee, — if  regular  District  Copmittees  be 
not  already  appointed, — to  meet  the  Ladies,  and  afford  them 
^very  requisite  aid  in  carrying  the  design  into  effect.  It  is  thfe 
duty  of  those  gentlemen  to  make  the  neoessary  arrangement^ 
for  the  genersu  meeting;  to  conduct  the  proceedings  of  such 
meeting; ;  and  to  relieve  the  Ladies  of  all  that  pact  of  the  busi- 
ness which  involves  publicity  and  active  exertion. 

£.  Such  is  the  facility  with  which  a  Ladieir  Bible  ^ssodt^ 
tion  may  be  established,  and  tjbe  readiness  of  the  female  sex 
*t6  co-operate  in  this  work  of  benevolence,  that  the  amthcr  has 
frequfptly  found  a  few  hours  sufficient  for  the  purpose.  After 
introducing  the  subject  at  the  annual  meeting  of  an  Auxiliary 
'or  Branch  Society,  and  briefly  explaining  the  nature  and  de- 
sign of  the  proposed  institution,  accompanied  with  a  sketch  of 
the  results  of  similar  societies,  a  meeting  of  Ladies  has  been 
appointed  for  the  same  evening,  or  the  following  day,  when 
the  Association  has  been  regularly  formed,  and  the  Committee 
organised.  Whether  this  plan,  or  the  more  deliberate  and 
methodical  mode  alluded  to  in  the  preceding  paragraph,  be 
adopted,  the  following  order  of  proceedings  will  be  found  to 
'embrace  the  several  heads  of  business  to  be  transacted. — The 
/entries  in  italics  will  be  considered  as  manuscript 

3.  Obder  or  PBocrEonros  at  the  FoaiiATXQV  or  ▲  IjADies'  Biblx 

AsflOCIATIOV. 


jfykthury^  18M  September^  18I7- 

At  a  Meeting  convened  for  the  purpose  of  estahtishing  a  XiAJUEB*  BiBftS 
AsaociATiox  for  Jyiethuty  and  its  vicinity;— 

Sir  Jamei  Macinioth^  BarU  in  the  Chair. 

ji.  J?,  having  explained  the  nature  and  design  of  the  proposed  socioiy, 
«nd  detailed  the  beneficial  effects  of  similar  institutions  in  other  places,  the 
ieUowing  Resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted ;  viz. 

No.  I.    Moved  by  C  D. ;  seconded  hy  E,F.. 
^  That  a  Soctetv  be  now  formed,  to  be  called  '  The  ^/ejAwry  ];iaffieS*'Bib]e 
Association  ;*  of  w^tich  the  following  shall  be  the  Rules  and  Reguklioii&'* 
{See  RuU$y  StctimlW,) 

No.  2.     Moved  by  G.  H. ;  seconded  by  /.  JT. 
*^  That  Che  foUonring  be  the  Officers  of  this  Association ;  T& 

'       V         .  Ladjf.Nugeni Patnmeai. 

Lad^  MaciniHh ^Fresiient. 
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Order  of  ProceedingB  at  the  Formatioii  of  an  Anociatioii. 

Yice-Preaidents : 
Mr».  J.         S  Mtm.  a 

Mrs.  B.        S         Mia  D. 

Mr$^.  •  •  •Treasurer. 

MuB.J. } 

4  Miss  D.  a (Secretaiiefli 

MTS.F.E. ^ 

^  And  that  the  following  Ladies  be  members  of  the  Committke,  with  power 
4o  add  to  their  numbery  and  to  obtain  such  further  patronage  as  thej  ma^ 
4eem  suitable  C  '^^ 

[Here  folkw  ihe  names  ef  ike  Lttdies.1 

No.  3.    Moved  hj  L>  M.i  seconded  by  iV.  01 
**  That  the  folkping  be  the  By.LAWS  of  the  Committee  of  this  Assodc 
iion.**    (See  JSp-ZMs,  Sectim  m.)  1 

No.  4.    Mored  by  P..fi. ;  secondied  by  JR.  & 
^  That  the  Secretaries  be  authorised  to  get  fiM  hundred  copies  of  the  Rulot . 
•and  By-IiAws,  and  five  kmndred  cojnes  of  the  Form  of  the  Monthly  Reports* 
printed  t  and  to  procure  the  requisite  account-books,  papers,  and  cAecting- 
bags,  for  the  use  of  the  Association ;  and  that  they  send,  as  soon  as  possihl^ 
to  the  Collectors  of  each  district,  I 

Six  copies  of  the  Rules  and  By-Laws. 

A  Collecting  Bag,  marked  with  the  number  of  the  district* 

A  Form  of  the  Monthly  Report. 

Twenty  Bible  Subscribers'  Cards. 

Twenty  Transfer  Tickets ; 

And  a  supply  of  printed  Papers. 
On  the  receipt  of  which,  the  several  District  Committees  are  requested  U> 
cgmmenoe  their  inquiries." 

{For  iS^iertMtfM  of  the  Boohs^  Papers,  ^e.  mttuded  tein  this  resohiiiem,  see  Sm«.V.) 
No.  5.  Moved  by  T,  U. ;  seconded  by  ff^.  X, 
^  That  the  Committee  meet  at  the  Nathnal  Schost-Bssm,  on  tuxt  Msmdt^^ 
the  i9d  instant^  at  eleven  o^clock  predsely,  in  order  to  divide  the  town  and 
neighbourhood  into  convenient  districts,  and  appoint  one  or  more  membeiB 
to  axh  as  collectors.  And  that  such  meeting  be  open  to  any  other  Ladies 
"Who  may  ftel  disposed  to  Jmn  the  Committee.*' 

No.  &    Moved  by  K  Z. ;  seconded  hy  J.  B» 
*^  That  the  cordial  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  presented  to  J,B^  &fe^  the 
fiivox  of  his  oompaoy  and  assistance  on  this  occasion." 

Na  7.    Moved  by  C  D. ;  seconded  by  E.  F. 

*^  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  presented  to  the  Chamnan,  for  Ka 
able  and  obliging  conduct  in  the  duhir.** 

The  Chairman  having  acknowledged  the  vote  of  thanks,  a4i<^^>'i^^  ^^ 
meeting*  _ 

4.  OBSERVATIONS^ 

In  addition  to  the  remarks  on  this  branch  of  the  subject,  in 
the  corresponding  divisions  of  the  preceding  Chapters,  the 
following  hints  may  be  found  useful :— 
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A  clear  Explanation  of  the  System  should  he  given. 

I.  Th^  business  should  be  opened  by  a' Gentleman  who  is  per- 
fectly acquainted  with  the  subject,  and  competent  to  explain  the 
nature  ami  design  of  the  proposed  institution.  Many  benevolent 
Ladies  are  deterred  from  offering  their  services  on  these  occasions, 
nnder  an  apprehension  that  the  duties  are  arduous,  and  the  time 
required  to  fulfil  them  more  than  they  can  spare, — who  would 
-cheerfully  unite  if  they  understood  the  simple  nature  of  those 
duties,  and  how  small  the  sacrifice  of  time  really  is.  It  is  therefore 
ijf  importance  that  this,  and  every  other  difficulty,  should  be  ob- 
viated, and  any  doubts  satisfactorily  removed.  As  the  meeting 
may  be  considered  of  a  select  description,  an  opportunity  is  afforded 
for  friendly  discussion ;  and  the  Ladies  should  be  invited  to  make  any 
inquiries  that  may  lead  to  a  more  perfect  knowledge  of  the  system. 

II.  The  Gentleman  who  moves  the  First  Resolution,  should  take 
a  concise  but  clear  review  of  the  object  and  intention  of  each  par- 
ticular regulation.  It  is  vain  to  hope,  that  rules  which  are  not  Uilly 
understood  will  be  strictly  obeyed :  and  as  this  code  contains  no 
provision  which  has  not  been  found  necessary,  every  requisite 
explanation  of  their  practical  tendency  and  effects  should  be  given 
in  this  stage  of  the  proceedings. 

III.  If  suitable  Ladies  have  not  previously  signified  their  consent 
to  accept  the  honorary  offices  of  Patroness,  President,  &c.,  the 
Second  Resolution  may  be  so  expressed  as  to  convey  an  in?itation 
to  those  who  are  selected ;  or  the  choice  may  be  left  to  the  future 
decision  of  the  Committee,  and  the  word  *'  further,"  at  the  close  of 
the  minute,  be  omitted.  In  the  appointment  of  Treasurer  and 
Secretaries,  the  remarks  submitted  in  the  preceding  chapters  may 
^ord  some  useful  suggestions., 

It  should  be  observed,  that  in  Associations  connected  with  a 
Ladies*  Branch  Society,  no  honorary  officers  but  Presidents  are 
elected ;  the  List  of  Patronage  being  considered  applicable  to  all 
the  united  Associations. 

IV.  The  preceding  observation,  No.  ii.,  is  equally  applicable  to 
the  gentleman  who  moves  the  Third  Resolution.  As  it  is  the  pecu- 
liar property  of  the  By-Laws,  to  point  out  the  manner  in  which  the 
Rule«  of  the  Society  shall  be  carried  into  effect,  they  cannot  be  too 
clearly  illustrated.  For  this  purpose,  specimens  of  the  various 
books,  papers,  &c.,  should  be  exhibited,  and  their  several  uses 
explained ;  and  every  apparent  difficulty  should  be  met  by  a  clc^ 
and  explicit  statement  of  the  mode  of  proceeding  adopted  in  other 
places.  If  there  be  not  sufficient  time  to  enter  into  those  important 
and  highly  necessary  details,  the  discussion  of  the  third  and  fourth 
Resolutions  may  be  deferred  to  the  first  meeting  of  the  Committee. 
It  will,  however,  be  most  expedient  to  adppt  them  at  this  primary 
meeting,  not  only  to  enable  the  Secretaries  to  make  the  necessary 
arrangenients  without  delay,  but  to  give  the  ladies  presan^  a  clear 
and  uninterrupted  view  of  the  whole  subject. 

V.  It  will  be  found  highly  conduciye  to  the  interests  of  the  Asso- 

EK 
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ciatioD,  if  the  g^tlemen  who  take  the  lead  in  iu  establidunent  meet 
the  Treasurer  and  Secretaries  immediately,  after  ,the  meeting,  in 
order  to  give  them  such  hints  and  instructiona,  relative  to  their 
respective  duties,  as  may  appear  necessary.  At  this  interview,  if 
not  previously  arranged,  the  Secretaries  may  select  their  several 
departments,  and  adopt  measures  for  complying  with  the  proviaons 
of  the  Fourth  Resoluuon,  which  should  be  canied  into  ^ect  with 
the  least  possible  delay. 

VI.  The  time  nppomted  for  the  first  meetmg  of  the  Ccnnmittee, 
according  to  the  Fifth  Resolution,  will  gencNrally  depend  on  the 
convenience  of  the  gentlemen  who  attend  on  behalf  of  the  Parentis 
Auxiliary  Society,  and  whose  presence  will  be  found  highljr  bene- 
ficial, until  the  Association  is  completeljr  organized.  It  will  save 
considerable  time,  if  the  Secretaries,  assisted  by  gentlemen  who 
possess  local  information,  prepare  a  list  of  suitable  districu  before 
the  first  meeting  of  the  Committee,  when  any  requisite  alteradog 
may  be  easily  made.  The  Minute  Secretary  should  send  sp  official 
notice  to  every  member ;  and  the  company  of  any  other  ladies  who 
may  feel  din>osed  to  join  the  Committee  should  be  solicited.  The 
Cash  and  Bible  Secretaries  should  see  that  a  suitable  place  is 
engaged  for  the  Committee  Meeting. 

6.  The  following  transcript  of  the  Proceedings  at  the  First 
Committee  Meeting  of  a  Bible  Association,  with  the  ohser- 
▼ations  subjoined,  will  convey  a  clear  idea  of  the  mode  of 
organization : — 

**  At  the  First  Meeting  of  the  Committee,  held  at  the  NttUmsl  Sdiool 
Boom,  5M  September,  1817,-— 

PEXSXVT, 

Mn.  Jff.^  President,  in  the  Chair- 
.  .   *«     .   Messrs  ^.  A,  CD.,  and  E.F.,  VuiUmt 
and  the  nUowing  Members  of  the  Omuoiitoe, 

(Herefillmo  the  Names.) 
The  Besohitions  of  the  Oenend  Meeting  having  been  nad,-. 
1.  EasoLvsn,  That  the  duties  of  the  Seoetaiies  be  thus  defined  s— 
Miss  JS.  ^.  to  be  Mmute  Secretary. 
Mis8/>.C    ...    Quk         !)•. 
Mrs.J?.F.    ...    BibU        !)•. 
and  that  the  Minute  Secretary  furnish  her  Colleajnies  and  the  Treasurer  with 
proper  Books  and  Papers. 

S.  That  the  Mowing  Ladies  be  added  to  the  Committee ;  vi«— 
{Here  the  Nomee  and  Jddreu  of  thate  whe  have  eeiuetUed  to  act,  are  mseried.) 
3.  That  the  foUowing  Ladies  be  invited  to  join  this  Committee  by  the 
Ladies  respectively  annexed  to  their  names ;  viz.— 

Miss^.A by  Miss  ^. 

M5ss  B. by  Mim  K 

Mrs.  M by  Miss  G. 

{.HerefltUm  the  Namu  of  ether  Ladies  frepesed  aad  apprmfei.) 
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4.  That  the  town  and  s«igfaboiirhood  be  divided  into   the  fitUowiqg 
twenty-five  diBtiicts ;  viz.-^ 

District  Na  I.  Broad  Street  and  Crown  Court 4S  houses^ 

S.  Eagle  Street  and  Fort  Lane 50    B*. 

• 3*  School-house  Yard  and  Courts 38    B*. 

4.  North  side  of  Hif^  Street,  to  Mr. }    ..     ^ 

Brown's  inclusive 3     * 

{Here/ollowt  a  specification  of  the  retmumng  IHttricte.) 

5.  That  the  following  be  the  appointmeilt  of  the  raemben  of  the  Cem* 
mittee  as  Collectors;  viz.— 

District  N^  1.  Mrs.  A.  and  I^fissB. 

S.  Miss  C  and  Miss  JX 

3.  Mrs.  ^.,  Miss  K,  and  Miss  <?•  M* 

4.  Mrs.  I.iC  and  Miss  L.M. 

(Here/oltaw  the  remaining  appointments,) 

6.  The  Secretaries  produced  the  various  Books,  Papers,  &c.,  ordered  hy 
the  Fourth  Resolution  of  the  General  Meeting :  and  a  specification  of  the 
respective  districts,  with  the  names  of  the  Collectors,  having  been  regularly 
inserted  in  the  Tinting  and  Collecting  BooVs,  thej  were  delivered  ac< 
cordingly. 

7.  &ESOLVXD,  That  the  Collectors  be  requested  to  commence  their  viaiti^ 
in  their  respective  districts,  on  next  Monday,  the  85th  instant 

Bead  over  the  Minutes,  and  adjourned,*' 


6.— OBSERVATIOKS. 
i.^  It  lias  been  already  remarked^  that  no  appointment  in  a  Bible 
Society  involves  more  important  considerations  than  that  of  the 
Secretaries ;  and  although  this  oflGice,  in  reference  to  a  Ladies'  Asso- 
ciation, is  of  a  more  private  nature,  much  of  the  welfare  and  success 
of  the  institution  depends  on  the  manner  in  which  the  duties  are 
discharged.  This  subject  will  be  treated  of  more  at  large  in  Chap* 
VIIL  Sect.  I.;  where^such  suggestions  will  be  submitted  as  may 
render  the  mode  of  proceeding  perfectly  inSelh'gible* 

II.  In  the  selection  of  suitable  Ladies  to  be  admitted  members  of 
the  Committee,  it  is  evident  tliat  caution  and  delicacy  are  required. 
No  lady  should  be  invited  who  has  not  been  proposed  and  seconded 
by  two  members  to  whom  she  is  personally  known.  The  character 
of  Ladies'  Societies,  hitherto,  has  stood  deservedly  high ;  and  it  is 
confidently  hoped,  that  the  same  prudence  and  discretion  which 
have  secured  to  them  the  respect  and  admiration  of  the  public,  will 
continue  to  mark  their  proceedings,  and  extend  their  influence. 

III.  The  inexpediency  of  large  districts  has  been  strongly  ad- 
verted to  in  Chap.  III.  (Sect.  II.,  Third  Division) ,  and  the  remarks 
there  offered  apply  with  increased  force  to  Ladies'  Associations. 
A  district  ot fifty  bouses  will  be  found  su£Biciently  large;  and  there 
are  few  places  wnerein  a  sufficient  number  of  beneyolent  Ladies  can- 
not be  found^  to  justify  an  arrangement  on  this  basis. 

IV.  The  Fifth  Minute  of  the  Committee  is  in  accordance  with 
the  Fourth  By-Law.  If  three  collectors  can  be  appointed  to  each 
district,  it  is  the  more  desirable ;  as  iUness,  or  other  unayddable 
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impediments,  may  occasionally  prevent  the  attendance  of  one  of  the 
ladies;  and  in  all  practicable  cases,  the  weekly  visits  should  be  paid 
by  two  colleagues.  Tlie  Lady  whose  name  stands  first  ou  the 
minute  of  appointment,  takes  charge  of  the  Books,  &c» 

V.  It  win  be  perceived  by  the  Sixth  Minute,  that  the  duties  pre- 
scribed in  the  Fourth  Resolution  of  the  General  Meetmg  were  ful- 
filled at  the  First  Committee  Meeting.  This  is  extremely  desirable 
on  every  account,  but  particularly  as  it  affords  an  opportunity  to  the 
gentlemen  who  attend,  to  give  any  requisite  explanation  to  the  Col- 
lectors, at  the  precise  time  when  it  is  most  likely  to  be  understood 
and  remembered.  The  Books,  &c,  should  be  delivered  in  regular 
order  by  the  Secretaries,  beginning  with  the  collectors  of  District 
No.  1 ;  and  those  printed  papers  should  be  selected  which  appear 
best  adapted  to  the  circumstances  of  the  particular  district.  Thus 
the  Papers  No.  I.  III.  V.  VI.  and  VII.  of  the  Appendix  are  designed 
fbr  the  higher  and  middle  ranks  of  society,  and  No.  VIII.  IX.  X. 
XI.  and  XII.  for  the  labouring  classes.  To  the  latter,  the  "  Monthly 
Extracts,"  **  Southwark  Sheet  of  Facts,*' or  any  similar  publication, 
may  be  beneficially  added ;  as  no  papers  are  so  acceptable  to  the 
poor  as  those  which  detail  the  moral  effects  of  the  institution. 
Many  advantages  have  resulted  from  specifying  a  fixed  day  for 
commencing,  in  all  the  districts,  those  interesting  weekly  visits ; 
which  have  been  attended  with  incalculable  benefit  wherever  they 
h%ye  l}een  steadily  and  systematically  continued. 

V  The  Specimen  of  the  "  Fair  Minute  Book."  Sect.  V.,  will 
exhibit  the  Minutes  of  the  Second  Committee  Meeting,  and  super- 
sede the  necessity  of  any  further  observation  on  this  part  of  the 
subject. 

.  SECTION  V. 

FORMS  OF  THE  BOOKS  AND  PAPERS,  &c.  AND  THE  MODE  OF 
KEEPING  THE  ACCOUNTS, 


•*•  Xn  all  the  Specimem  contamed  in  ihi*  SectUn^  the  eniriet  tii  ItaKes  «rc  it 

he  amsufered  at  Mntaueripi, 

1.  Every  book,  paper,  &c.  of  which  a  specimen  is  here 
given,  is  recommended  as  having  borne  the  test  of  experience; 
and  the  author  has  strenuously  endeavoured  to  render  the 
system,  in  all  its  parts,  as  simple  as  possible ;  while  a  check 
has  been  provided,  by  which  every  inaccuracy  is  promptly 
detected  and  corrected.  In  the  preparation  of  these  books, 
economy  has  been  diligently  studied :  this  is  a  subject  which 
should  never  be  lost  sight  of  in  the  concerns  of  beneTolent 
institutions,  but  especially  in  those  of  the  Bible  Society.  The 
account-books  are  calculated  to  last  for  six  or  seven  years ; 
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and  as  all  those  required  by  an  Association  may  be  procured 
for  two  or  three  pounds^  the  annual  expense  is  only  a  few 
shillings. 

The  books,  from  which  the  following  specimens  are  taken, 
are  those  of  an  Association  connected  with  a  Ladies'  Branch 
Society.  But  the  observations  prefixed  to  each  book  and 
paper,  and  the  notes  at  the  foot  of  every  specimen,  where 
necessary,  will  render  them  equally  applicable  to  all  Bible 
Associations,  whether  conducted  by  Ladies  or  Gentlemen. 
The  Association  in  question  having  adopted  the  plan  of  the 
Loan-Fund,  and  also  that  of  Public  Distributions,  the  spe- 
cimens will  be  found  to  allude  to  both.  While  considerable 
repetition  is  thus  avoided,  the  Committdes  which  do  not 
adopt  those  parts  of  the  system  will  find  that  the  passages 
relating  to  them  may  be  omitted,  without  any  interruption  of 
the  general  detail :  where  it  was  thought  likely  that  any  dif- 
ficulty would  arise,  a  nofe  has  been  subjoined.  The  various 
specimens  are  inserted  as  nearly  as  possible  in  the  order  in 
which  they  will  be  required  by  the  Collectors,  Secretaries, 
and  Treasurer ;  and  the  explanatory  observations  are  prefixed 
to  each. 

To  those  who  are  unacquainted  with  the  system,  many  of 
the  following  remarks  and  suggestions  may  appear  super- 
fluous or  unnecessarily  minute :  but  those  who  have  taken  an 
active  part  in  the  proceedings  of  Bible  Associations,  especially 
at  their  commencement,  will  acknowledge  that  they  are  re* 
quisite ;  andthat  by  attending  to  them,  much  valuable  time 
will  be  saved,  and  increased  facility  given  to  the  operations 
of  the  Society.  It  will  be  observed,  that  all  the  books  and 
papers  are  so  constructed  as  to  answer  for  any  Bible  Asso- 
ciation, the  name  of  which  should  be  inserted  by  the  person 
who  fills  up  the  other  blanks.  A  very  considerable  annual 
expense  is  thus  saved ;  as  the  printer*s  charge,  for  any  spe- 
cified number  of  copies,  is  proportionally  less  according  to 
the  number  originally  struck  off. 

•*•  The  Facts  and  OUervatitnu  contained  in  the  following  Spoeunens  mro 
trantcribed  from  the  Rrporit  of  the  Ixidies*  Juecmlums  of  Ptymemtkf 
liverpooit  and  Manehetler^  except  where  it  is  otherwise  expressed* 

2.  The  Books,  Papers,  &c.  used  by  the  Collectors  are, 

6.  The  Subscribers*  TianferTicketfl. 

7.  -  -  Loan  Tickets. 

8.  -  -  Detivery  Tickets. 


1.  The  Vi^tinff  Book 
9.    .  •  Collecting  Book. 

3.  .  .  Collector's  Bag. 

4.  -  -  Committee  Card. 

5.  •  -  Bible  SubscribeiB*  Cards. 


9.   .  -  Public  Distribution  Ticketi^ 
la   .  -  FonttoftheMoQthlyBepi' 


These  will  now  be  separately  eonsldered,  in  the  order  here  specified. 
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NO.  I. — THE  VISITING  BOOK. 

I.  This  book  is  of  the  size  called  "large  post  octavo,**  of  stout 
quality,  and  covered  with  strong  blue  paper  :  it  consists  of  eight 
leaves,  or  double  folios,  and  is  ruled,  throughout,  with  transverse 
lines  in  red  ink.  As  it  contains  the  original  entries  of  those  par- 
ticulars which  are  subsequently  transcribed  into  the  Collecting 
Book,  and  constitutes  the  basis  of  all  the  accounts  and  records  of 
the  society,  care  should  be  taken  that  the  different  heads  are  cor- 
lectly  noted  and  legibly  written. 

II.  The  manuscript  part  of  the  pirst  specimen  is  filled  in  by 
the  Secretaries,  before  the  book  is  delivered  to  the  collectors  of  the 
district ;  with  the  exception  of  that  portion  which  comes  under  the 
lead,  <<  When  visited,  and  what  part.'*  The  name  of  the  book, 
and  the  words  "District,"  and  " No."  are  printed  on  the  cover, 
and  the  Secretary  fills  in  the  figures  which  denote  the  latter.  The 
annexed  Specimen  belongs  to  District  No.  2^  and  is  therefoce 
ttdorsed  thus : — 

«    VISITING  BOOK. 

DISTRICT  No.  S.    ** 

III.  If  the  collectors  find  that  the  description  .of  their  district 
is  not  sufficientlv  accurate,  or  that  any  street,  lane,  court,  &c  has 
been  overlooked,  they  should  report  the  inaccuracy  to  the  Minute 
Secretary,  and  make  the  requbite  correction  in  their  Yisiting  and 
Collecting  Books.  When  a  collector  resigns  her  office,  a  line 
should  be  drawn  through  her  name,  and  that  of  her  successor  be 
inserted  after  the  names  of  her  colleagues. 

IV.  In  reference  to  the  second  specimen,  it  is  only  necessary  to 
observe,  that  the  Visiting  Book  is  used  at  the  commencement  of  a 
Bible  Association,  and  at  every  re-canvas  of  the  district :  it  has 
frequently  been  found  a  very  useful  register  of  valuable  information 
relative  to  the  state  of  the  uibouring  classes,  and  many  benevolent 
institutions  have  derived  their  origin  from  these  little  records. 

▼.  The  mode  of  proceeding  when  a  new  Visiting  or  Collecting 
Book  is  reauired,  will  be  explained  in  the  "  Hinte  to  Collectors," 
{Chap.  VIII.  Sect.  I.)  The  old  book  should  be  carefully  preserved, 
either  "by  the  Secretaries  of  the  Association,  or  by  the  Depositary 
of  the  Ladies'  Branch  Society. 

If  the  collectors  paste  a  copy  of  the  **  Specimen  of  the  Types" 
(See  appendix,  No.  IV.)  on  the  inside  of  the  cover  at  the  end  of 
the  '*  Visiting  Book,"  it  will  be  found  useful  in  directing  the  choice 
of  many  of  the  Subscribers. 
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NO.  II. — COLL£CTINQ  BOOK. 

I.  This  book  differs  from  No.  i.  only  in  the  mode  of  ruling.  It 
18  a  register  of  all  the  pecuniary  transaqlions  of  the  district,  and 
supplies  the  information  which  is  subsequently  condensed  in  the 
Collector's  Monthly  Report.  The  manuscript  part  of  the  first 
SPSCIMBN  is  wholly  filled  in  by  the  Secretaries  before  the  book  is 
delivered  to  the  couectorsi  and  the  cover  is  inscribed  with  the  No. 
of  the  district. 

By  having  the  spaces  for  the  Committee-days  left  sufficiently 
wide,  and  inserting  the  figures  close  to  the  line,  the  table  may 
answer  for  two  or  three  years ;  but  the  Secretaries  should  fill  in 
*the  proper  dates  immediately  after  every  Annual  Meeting. — Set 
Observations  on  Committee  Cards,  No*  iv.  of  this  Division,^ 

The  Observations  i  ii.  and  v.  on  No.  i.  are  equally  applicable  here.  * 

II.  The  SECOND  sHsciMBN  requires  more  particular  consideration. 
The  Collecting  Book  is  used  every  week;  and  Monday  has  been 

invariably  found  the  best  collecting  day,  as  being  that  which  is  the 
most  agreeable  to  the  Subscribers.  As  it  would  be  impossible, 
without  the  knowledge  of  the  precise  time  when  an  Association  was 
established,  to  have  the  <f  Days  for  collecting  the  Subscriptions*' 
printed  in  the  book,  those  dates  are  inserted  by  the  Secretariei, 
beginning  with  the  first  Monday  after  the  collectors  have  received 
their  books  and  papers.  This  can  be  done  with  great  ease  from 
tlie  "  Bible  Subscriber's  Card."— (iSetf  No.  v.  of  this  Division.) 

III.  The  Nos.  in  the  first  column  should  be  continued  regularly : 
thus,  the  first  No.  in  folio  2  will  be  20.  When  a  new  Collecting 
Book  is  required,  the  collectors  should  first  copy  into  it  the  No. 
and  name,  &c.  of  every  subscriber  who  has  not  discontinued ;  in^ 
aerting  against  the  names  of  the  Bible  Subscribers,  and  in  the 
column  headed  '*  Amount  brought  forward,"  the  precise  sums  they 
have  respectively  paid :  this  being  done,  the  next  new  subscriber  will 
be  entered  as  the  No.  following  the  higliest  iti  the  old  Collecting  Book. 

IV.  As  every  Ticket  for  the  delivery  of  a  Bible  or  Testament 
passes  through  the  hands  of  the  collectors  who  received  the  sub- 
scriptions (by  which  means  the  individual  interest  is  preserved,  and 
any  error  immediately  corrected),  the  last  column  is  easily  filled. 
Collectors  will  find  it  the  better  mode  to  make  this  entry  btjore  they 
deKver  the  Ticket  to  the  subscriber.  It  will  be  observed  that  the 
Subscriber,  No.  S,  being  destitute  of  the  holy  scriptures,  and 
extremely  anxious  to  procure  a  Bible,  paid  up  the  cost  price.  As 
ill  health  (see  Fisiiing  Book)  precluded  her  attending  a  public  dis- 
tribution, she  was  immediately  supplied.  (See  Specimen  of  Delivery 
Ticket^  No.  vuuofthb  Division). 

V.  No.  6  a  free  contributor,  and  No.  11a  subscriber  for  a  Testa- 
ment, having  removed  from  the  district,  their  cases  will  illustrate 
the  advantages  of  Transfer  Tickets.  (See  Specimens^  No*  vi. ) 

VI.  No.  9  and  No.  14  were  supplied  at  the  second  public  dis- 
tribution (see  Chap.  VIll.  Section  III.)  before  either  had  paid  the 
cost  price,  but  were  regularly  called  on  by  the  collectors  subse- 
quently, until  it  was  completed.  In.  an  Association  which  had  not 
fbdopted  this  plan,  they  would  have  beea  supplied  in.  the  same 
manner  as  the  subscriber  No.  S. 

VII.  It  will  be  found  to  save  considerable  time,  as  well  as  to  lessen 
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the  risk  of  inaccuracy,  if  all  subscribers  who  continue  such  after 
having  been  supplied,  be  immediately  entered  as  free  contributots, 
and  reported  as  such :  thw  it  will  be  perceived  that  No.  S,  after 
obtaining  her  Bible,  became  afree  contributor,  and  b  accordingly 
entered  again  as  such,  No.  16.  Without  this  second  entry,  and 
the  insertion  of  her  name  as  a  new  subscriber  in  the  ColJeetor'a 
Monthlv  Report,  the  Secretary's  Books  would  be  incorrect.  It  is 
also  to  DC  observed,  that  the  name  of  ever3r  individual  subscribing' 
for  a  second  Bible  or  Testament,  after  having  received  one  copy, 
should  be  again  entered  as  that  of  a  new  subscriber,  and  reported 
as  such.  'Ae  same  care  is  necessary  with  respect  to  every  addi- 
tional copy  subscribed  for. 

VIII.  From  the  preceding  remarks  it  will  be  evident,  that  toa 
much  care  cannot  be  taken  by  the  collectors  to  have  their  entries 
regularly  and  correctly  made.  On  a  strict  attention  to  this,  depends 
the  accuracy  of  their  Mtmikly  Reparis ;  and  on  the  reffulanty  of 
these  documents  the  correctness  of  the  Secretary's  Books  and  all 
the  subordinate  details  is  dependent.  To  insure  this  ordo*,  as  well 
as  to  correct  any  inadvertence,  it  is  strongly  recommended  to  the 
Collectors  and  Secretaries  of  Associations,  to  meet  on  a  fixed  day 
Quarterly  (suppose  one  hour  previous  to  the  regular  Committee 
meeting  m  January,  April,  July,  and  October),  for  the  purpose  of 
calling  over  their  Collecting  Books  with  the  lists  of  **  Free  dm- 
tributors"  and  "  Bible  Subscribers,**  while  the  Minute  Secretary 
attends  with  the  file  of  Collector's  Reports.  Any  error  will  thus 
be  detected,  and  one  uniform  plan  of  proceeding  be  preserved. 
When  the  books  have  been  called  over  and  checked,  the  following 
entry  should  be  made  after  the  last  No.  in  each  Collecting  Book, 
and  in  the  Cash  and  Bible  Books ;  viz. 

Called  over of •  182—. 

ji,B»    •     .     .     Minute  Secretary. 
C  Z).     .    .     •     Cash  Secretary. 
E.F.    .     .    .    Bible  Secretary. 

IX.  It  will  be  observed  that  a  space  is  left  at  the  bottom  of  every 
folio,  for  the  purpose  of  addine  up  and  inserting  the  weekly  receipts. 
This  is  found  useful  as  a  check. 

X.  Some  collectors  enter  the  names  of  their  free  contributors  in 
one  folio,  and  those  of  their  Bible  subscribers  in  another;  but  this 
plan  is  attended  with  inconvenience,  as  occasioning  trouble  and  loss 
of  time  in  the  weekly  visits.  Most  of  these  collectors,  finding  they 
frequently  passed  by  a  subscriber,  have  reverted  to  the  former 
mode,  as  here  detailed. 

XI.  The  list  which  constitutes  the  third  spscimbh  will  save 
considerable  trouble  to  the  collectors,  and  be  very  useful  for  re- 
ference. In  order  to  report  the  total  number  of  subscribers  since 
the  establishment  of  the  Association,  it  is  only  necessary  to  state 
the  No.  of  the  last  entry  in  the  general  list ;  and  by  subtracting  from 
it  the  No.  of  those  who  have  cGscontinued,  the  present  nunu>er  of 
subscribehi  is  instantiy  ascertained.  The  time  of  discontinuance 
should  always  be  stated  in  the  Collector's  Monthly  Report. 

xtx.  The  FO0RTR  spsciMBN  illustrates  the  metiiod  of  keeping 
he  account  of  all  TestamenU  lent  in  the  district.  This  subject  will 
e  distinctly  considered  in  Chap.VIII.  Section  II. 
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ecium 


£To  occupy  tt 

So. 

Began  to 
subscribe. 

1819. 

Name. 

Residence. 

Whether 
Free 
or  for 

B.orT. 

Sort  and 
Amount 

of 
Contrib. 

AmooBl 
bi^t 
forwvds 

T 

I. 
2. 
S. 
4. 
& 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 

la 

14. 
18. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 

Jufyb. 

— 12. 

Oct.  95. 
Nov.  I. 

Captain  Owen.... 
Daniel  Goee  ... .  . 

Mary  Cox 

SueanLadd 

Benry  Waltere  . . . 
William  Button  . . 

ElizaBacon 

JohuHeel 

MarthaBerry.... 
Charlotte  Butler  .. 

ThomaeDay 

Edward  Hodgeon.. 
JohnBudk 

MaryCox 

KUty  Blake 

WilUamLeae  .... 
JameeSmith 

AUeyHmtee 

No.  I,  William  Street 

B,       Ditto 

b,       Ditto 

6,       Ditto 

10,  Ditto 

11,  Ditto 
1%       Ditto 

No.hPlouyk  Court.. 

%       Ditto 

i,       DUto 

6,  '    Ditto 

6,       Ditto 
No.lpCroeeLane  ... 

%       Ditto 
No.  S,William  Street 
iVo.% Back  Alley.... 

4,       Ditto 
No.  7,  William  Street 

Free 
FHe 

B. 
.T. 
Free 
Free 
Free 
Free 

B. 

\B. 

T. 
fWs 
Free 

B. 
Free 
Free 

B. 
Free 
Free 

1.2/1 2s. 

Q.4.. 
ir.6d 

W.ld 
M.6d 

Q.le.6d 
D.JOe. 
W.Ad. 
W.2d 
W.ld 
W.ld 
W.ld 
W.9d 

P<5eM 
M.Ad 
W.Td 
W.  Id 
W.%1 

A.}ae.6d 

£. 

$.  i 

1 

1 

CaUed  OTer  12  Noifember,  1819. 

...                           ^.B.   Minute  Secretary. 
CD.  Cath Secretary. 

Wbiut 
GoixBcnosn 

s 

kr.  B 

ible  Secretary. 

Monthly  AMBt 
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the  CoLLECTwa  Boos. 


SPECIMEN 

THB 


Ruled  double  FoUo*.] 


BAYS  FOR  COLLECTING  THE  SUBSCRIPTIONS. 

Total 

Date 
wlientlie 
B.orT. 

waa 
delivered. 

Julff,            Atigtut,     a^tUmber. 

i     OctoUr,     November.     December. 

AnKNuit 
received 

77  Dee. 

5 

12 

19 

2i 

2 

V 

16 

23 

30 

6 

13 

20 

27 

4 

11 

18 

2& 

1 

8 

16 

•22 

29 

6 

13 

20 

27 

*. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

... 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

£. 
2 

2 

d. 

u. 

• . . 

, . 

.. 

, . 

4«. 

. 

. . . 

.. 

8 

6 

6 

6 

.. 

\u 

1. 

6 

6 

If. 

h. 

6 

6 

U 

\t. 

2.. 

C- 

•i 

ft  Ns.  16  isln 

ri* 

um 

} 

11 

180bll8l9 

1 

1 

.. 

.. 

4 

.. 

2 

1 

.. 

.. 

.. 

6 

1 

1 

2 

1 

... 

.. 

. . 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

1 

5 

6 

•• 

•• 

•• 

6 

•' 

•• 

•• 

6 

6 

«^ 

iiU 

frr 

18. 

•• 

•• 

I'. 

•• 

8 
3 

1/6 

... 

.. 

.. 

1/6 

k 

10.. 

. . . 

. . 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

... 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

10 

4 

4 

4 
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4 

4 
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4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

.. 

8 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

8 

3 

3 

2 

4 

2 

2 

6 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

.. 

6 

4 

6 

4 

10 

16/«ikl89C 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

I 

1 

1 

1 

I 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

A 

■••»• 

4ti 

D 

ttT 

Ml 

. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

4 

, , 

4 

2 

2 

4 

2 

2 

9 

9 

2 

2 

9 

2 

9 

2 

4 

5/6 
4 

•• 

•• 

•• 

4 

•• 

•• 

•• 

4 

" 

•• 

•• 

... 

2 

•• 

1 

1 

8 

1 

1 

1 

4 

9 

•• 

9 

1 
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2 

10 
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.. 

.. 
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2 
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Third  and  Fkmrth  Spedmens 


THIRD 

OP 

COllfCttRf 

[To  occupy  one  half  of  Uie  last  dootie 


DiscondniBh 


FREE. 


Na 


Lift  of 

Coottiha\ 

ion. 


Na 


Ceased 


6 
8 


EiwwrdH9ig9m 
Mm  Heei  .... 


1819. 
IS  Oei. 

^7  Dec. 

7 


Remtnted  U  Jhstritt  13. 
VniU  heobtam  m  Ttiimmeni. 


FOURTH 

cr 

croiiertim 


[To  occupy  one  half  of  the  last  (katle 

TionnTo- 

vated. 

N».of 
rettuDcnt 

BaoeiTer'a  Nana. 

R^n^mr^ 

1819. 
IS  Oct. 

7 

32 

Mary  QauUer 

JTumoiJatue    •  .  .  •  . 

N9.  3,  PUmgh  Oomri    .  .  . 
Rath  AUem  ....••••• 
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of  the  CoLLSCTixo  Book. 


SPECIMEN 

THI 

Folio  at  the  end  of  the  Book.] 


-tion  List 

n 

FOR  BIBLES  AND  TESTAMENTS-                                     | 

Na 

M».inthe 

Lilt  of 

Sabwri. 

bcrs. 

Name. 

Ceaaed 

to 

aobacnbe* 

ObsemUioiia. 

1819. 

" 

1. 

3 

Jfury  Co' 

S5  Oci. 

Beeamc  a  FVm  Gmf rtditor. 

8. 

0 

Martha  Berrp    .  . 

91  Dec. 

DUU  ...    DUU. 

3. 

14 

Georg€  Johnom    . . 

.•••.• 

Left  the  Tnm. 

4. 

11 

T^hMMwDoy.  .  .  . 

S5  Oct. 

Removed  to  Disiriei  6, 

5. 

17 

KUt^  Blakt  .... 

SSiVMf. 

Kewtt^feei  jTotH  the  mowu» 

SPECIMEN 

TBS 


Folio  at  the  end  of  the  Book.l 

-taments. 

ObBerrations. 

Whenretorned. 

Lorn  renewed  13  August,   Ditto  10  September    

iieeame  a  Suheeriber  for  a  Tettament  8  N^ovember.   ,  .  . 

1819. 
18  December. 

10  November. 

4SJS  LADIfis'  BIBLE  SOCIETIES.  [CHAP.  Ttt. 

COLLECTOBB*  BAGS. — COMMITTEE  CARDS. — BIBLE  8UB8CBIBEBB*  CARDS. 

V '•      :   „  I.     ■    ,,    ^:.   ,  ssssss^i.r.-  -==8==         '■■   ■       ,    ■     ■■ 

NO,  III. — COLLECTORS*  BAGS. 

These  Bags  are  made  of  strong  Brown  Holland,  and  are  about  six 
inches  long,  and  five  inches  wide.  Two  Bags  are  appropriated  to 
each  district ;  both  of  which  are  stamped^  or  printed,  with  the  num- 
ber of  the  district ;  thus : — 

«  DISTRICT 

No-g.** 

One  of  the  two  bags  is  delivered  with  the  books,  &c.  to  the  Col> 
lectors  of  the  district,  and  the  duplicate  bag  is  retained  bj  the  Cash 
Secretaiy.  The  use  of  these  bags,  and  the  mode  of  exchanging 
them  at  every  Committee  meeting,  will  be  fully  described  in  refe- 
rence to  the  ''  Fair  Minute  Book,*'  No.  xi.  of  this  division. 

NO,  TV. — COMMITTEE  CARDS. 

I.  Many  Associations  adopt  the  plan  of  giving,  annually,  to  every 
collector  and  officer,  a  card,  containing  on  one  side  a  list  of  the 
committee-days  for  the  ensuing  twelve  months ;  and  on  the  other,  a 
few  **  Suggestions/'  similar  to  tliose  inserted  in  the  first  page  of 
the  Collecting- book.  The  author  would,  however,  respectfully  sub- 
mit, whether  these  cards  may  not  be  altogether  dispensed  with,  and 
the  expense,  as  well  as  that  of  Committee  notices,  be  saved  to  the 
Association,  by  adopting  the  plan  already  recommended.  f'See 
No.  II  Firsi  Specimen  J  The  importance  of  economy,  as  &r  as  is 
consistent  with  a  due  attention  to  order  and  regularity,  has  been 
already  adverted  to ;  and  those  who  are  really  interested  in  the  cause 
will  find  the  information  contained  in  their  Collecting-books  a  sutii- 
cient  monition,  to  remind  them  of  a  duty  and  a  privilege.  If,  how« 
ever,  a  card  be  deemed  requisite  or  desirable,  it  is  only  necessary  to 
add,  that  the  customary  size  is  that  denominated  <Mudf-large  *'  jiy 
the  stationers. 

II.  Whether  the  plan  here  recommended,  or  that  of  cards  be 
adopted,  it  will  be  evident  no  official  notice  of  the  regular  committee- 
meetings  will  be  necessary,  buch  notice  should  be  confined  to 
special  committee-meetings ;  and  the  less  frequently  such  meetings 
are  called,  the  better.  As,  however,  they  may  ocoesionally  be  i 
sary,  the  form  of  the  summons  is  giv^n.     (See  No,  xiv  J 


NO.  V. — BIBLE-SUBSCRIBERS*  CARDS. 

I.  These  cards  are  of  the  size  called  "  half-large,*'  and  of  a  strong 
though  cheap  quality.   As  many  as  appear  likely  to  be  required  are 

S'ven  to  the  collectors  of  each  district,  with  their  books,  &c. ;  and 
ould  more  be  required,  the  collectors  are  supplied  on  application 
to  the  Bible  Secretary. 

II.  The  author  acknowledges,  with  pleasure,  his  obligation  to  the 
sealous  and  indefatigable  Ladies  of  the  Liverpool  Branch  Conunittee, 
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Observations  on  the  Bibls-Subscribers*  Cards. 

for  this  recent  improvement,  which  obviates  many  difBculties^ 
and  furnishes  a  constant  check  to  the  Collecting-books.  When  col- 
lectors exchanged  districts  (an  evil  that  should  be  guarded  against 
as  much  as  possible,  for  the  poor  love  old  faces  better  than  new 
,ones),  or  a  new  collector  was  appointed,  the  respectful  but  shrewd, 
temark,  '<  You  are  not  the  good  lady  that  calls  on  us,"  frequently 
jsaluted  her  ears,  and  the  pr^uction  of  the  Collecting-book  did  not 
always  satisfy  incredulity.  But  this  little  card  removes  eveiy 
doubts  by  confirming  the  answer  w4iich  the  Collecting-book  enables 
the  new  Collector  to  give  to  the  second  question, — "  Pray,  Mu*am, 
how  much  have  I  got  to  pay  up?"  The  feeling  of  confidence  is 
thus  transferred  to  the  new  visitor,  who  gradually  succeeds  to  that 
respectful  attachment  which  her  predecessor  enjoyed.  Nor  are 
these  the  only  advantages  which  are  derived  from  tnis  simple  inven-. 
lion.  The  subscriber  shews  the  card  to  his  or  her  neighbours, 
and  confidence  extends  with  a  knowledge  of  the  object.  If  a  col- ' 
lector  omit  calling  regularly,  the  inattention  is  immediately  detected, 
B»  the  card  is  shewn  to  the  collectors  of  a  neighbouring  district. 
And  finally,  it  gratifies  the  poor — a  consequence  which,  alone,  is  an 
Ample  repayment  for  the  trifling  expense  incurred. 

III.  Tlie  sum  paid  by  the  subscriber,  at  every  visit,  should  be 
immediately  filled  in ;  and  no  money  should  be  received  without  ask^ 
ing  the  subscriber  for  the  card,  that  it  may  be  regularly  entered. 
When  the  Bible  or  Testament  is  delivered,  a  memorandum  similar 
to  that  in  the  specimen  is  made,  and  the  card  remains  in  the  posses-* 
axon  of  the  subscriber. 

i  XV.  On  the  back  of  the  card,  the  name  and  address  of  one  or 
more  of  the  collectors  of  the  district  should  be  legibly  written,  before 
it  is  delivered  to  the  subscriber. 

V.  It  will 'easily  be  perceived,  that  this  card  answers  for  twelve 
months,  whatever  be  the  time  of  commencing  the  subscription.  It 
is  only  necessary  to  enter  the  weekly  payments  opposite  to  the  month 
and  day  on  which  they  were  received,  and  to  add  up  the  total  of 
each  column.  Should  a  second  card  be  required,  the  total  amount 
should  be  carried  forward  from  tfie  first.  But  this  is  rarely  the 
case :  the  habit  of  saving  a  penny  weekly,  is  one  that  gradually 
Strengthens  and  extends  ;  and  the  subscription  is  generally  doubled, 
or  even  quadrupled,  before  many  weeks  have  elapsed.  Many  a 
.  Bible  in  Great  Britain  is  increasingly  endeared  to  its  possessor,  by 
the  recollection,  that  ihe first  penny  subscribed,  in  order  to  obtain  it, 
laid  the  found9tion  of  comparative  independ^ce  and  temporal  com* 
fort. 


f  F 
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Spedmen  of  Bibls-Scbscubvas*  Cakd.— Tbaxstek  Tickjctsl 


SPECIMEN 

OF  THB 

BIBLE  SUBSCRIBERS*  CARD. 


DlflTBrCT 

NO.  2. 

1 

Marif  Cox,  N^.S,  WiUum  StreeL 

BIBLB  80B8CBIBBB.      1 

ra!y....6 

6 

Oct 4 

1.0 

^.. 

..  3 

•.d. 

Apr.....  4 

9.d. 

13 

6 

11 

1.0 

10 

11 

OB 

19 

€ 

18 

2.0 

17 

18 

f. 

96 

. 

9G 

« 

26 

£ 

Aag.  ...« 

1.0 

1»av....  t 

31 

M«y.,..  2 

s9! 

<>. 

1.0 

8 

Feb... 

..  7 

2 

16 

«3 

4> 

6 

15 

14 
«1 

16 
83 

90 

1.0 

9^ 

9B 

m 

Sept...  6 

1.0 

Doe.....  6 

Ism... 

..  7 

luiie....  6 

18 

6 

13 

14 

IS 

SOg     : 

20 

6 

SO 

21 

20 

8 

27 

• 

37 

28 

27 

f  . 

7.6 

TTo 

Total... 

Til 

NO.  TI.— TRANSFER  TICKBTS* 

I.  The  importance  of  this  part  of  the  system  will  be  evident  to 
(hose  who  have  considered  the  habits  of  the  labouring  classes  of 
society,  especiallv  in  laree  towns.  Either  from  choice,  or  from 
necessity,  their  cnange  of  residence  is  frequent ;  and  great  incoave- 
nience  has  consequently  arisen  in  carrying  the  regulations  of  iSie 
Society  into  effect.  After  Several  years  expc^ence  of  the  advan- 
tages of  this  plan,  it  is  recommended,  as  the  most  simple  and  efec- 
tual  mode  of  preventing  loss  to  the  subscriber^  and  trouble  to  the 
collector. 

ii.  The  tickets  are  pvinted  on  stout  paper ;  their  aixe  is  thai  of 
the  annexed  specimens ;  and  a  few  of  both  kinds  are  ^i  ven  to  the  re- 
spective collectors,  with  their  books  and  papers.  Should  more  be 
required,  they  are  supplied  on  application  to  the  Minute  Secretary. 

III.  In  both  the  cases  to  which  the  following  Specimens  refer,  the 
Subscribers  removed  into  other  districts  of  ike  same  AssodaticKi ; 
consequently  the  mode  of  proceeding  in  reference  to  such  instances 
will  befirsi  considered. 

When  a  Free  Contributor  or  Bible  Sohseriber  removes  into  ano- 
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fhrti  Specimen  of  the  TiuoraFSK  Ticket. 

ther  district  of  the  same  Association,  it  is  unnecessary  for  the  Secre<> 
taries  to  take  an^  notice  of  such  removtfl  iu  the  **List  of  Free  Contri- 
butors/' or  **  fiible  fiook.'*  But  when  the  party  removes  to  a  place 
within  the  compass  of  ano/A^  A  ssociation^  an  entry  of  the  fact  should 
be  made,  opposite  te  the  naoie^  in  the  proper  book. 

IV.  Id  reference  to  the  First  Specimbk — The  collectors  of  dis- 
trict No.  2,  having  ascertained  that  William  Hatton  had  removed  to 
Broad  Street,  which  is  not  in  their  diiicrict,  made  the  requisite  en-> 
tries  in  their  Collecting-book,  and  filled  up  tliisTransfer-ticket ;  which 
was  put  into  thdr  bag,  and  presented,  with  their  report  and  money, 
at  the  next  Committee-meeting.  On  calling  it  over,  in  its  turn,  it 
appeared  that  No.  7,  Broad  Street,  is  in  district  No.  12;  and  the 
ticket  was  accordingly  handed  to  the  collectors  of  that  district,  who 
were  thus  prevented  from  calling  on  him  before  the  termination  of 
the  quarter,  and  reminded  of  doing  so  at  the  proper  time. 

V.  The  mode  of  proceeding  with  regard  to  Bil^le  Suhscrilers* 
Transfer-tickets  is  somewhat  different,  and  is  illustrated  by  the 
Second   Spbcimkn.     The  collectors  having  been  informed    by 

.  Elizabeth  Day,  that  she  was  about  to  remove  to  Long  Lane,  made  the 
requisite  entry  in  their  book,  and  gave  her  this  ticket,  properly  filled 
up  and  signed ;  informing  her,  that  she  would  be  regularly  called  on 
by  other  Ladies  of  the  Committee,  to  whom  she  should  give  this 
ticket.  A  duplicate  ticket  having  been  put  into  the  bag,  and  pre- 
sented at  the  Committee,  was  handed  to  the  collectors  of  District 
No.  6,  which  comprises  Long  Lane ;  and  being  entered  in  their 
Collecting  Book  as  a  new  subscriber,  who  had  paid  it.  ^d.,  she  was 
called  on,  in  course,  on  the  following  Monday. 

From  the  preceding  observations,  it  will  be  evident,  that  an  Asso- 
ciation will  require  double  the  number  of  BiBLE-Subscribers*  Trans- 
fer-tickets. 

FJBST  SPECIMEN, 

FREE  CONTRIBUTORS'  TRA>fSFER  TICKET. 
Charles y  Plymouth ^ 

LADIES*  BIBLE  ASSOCIATION. 


DISTRICT  NO.  2. 

WilUam  Hatton,  a  paeb  Contributor  of  li.  6i^  h  Qjuartert 
has  removed  from  this  District,  and  now  resides  at  No.  7, 
Broad  Street.                               Caroline  Thompson,  Collector. 
IStk  of  Oa.  1819.  

N.  B.  The  last  payment  was  made  on  the  4M  ofOetober. 

F  r  8 
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SECOND  SPECIMEN, 

BIBLE  SUBSCRIBERS*  TRANSFER  TICKET^ 

Charles\  Plymouth, 

LADI£S*  BVBLX.  ASSOCIATION. 


DISTRICT  NO.  2* 


EiiTUibeih  Day  has  removed  from  this  District,  and  now 

resides  at  No.  21,  Long  Lane.     Has  paid  Is,  Sd.  towards 

a  Testaments 

Jane  Brounif  Collector. 
9&th  of  Oct.  1819. 

>o<x>o<xxx>o^^»ooooo< 

VI.  The  mode  of  proceeding,  in  all  cases  where  the  subscriber 
removes  froih  one  to  another  district  of  the  same  Association,  is  thus 
clear  and  simple.  But  as  tlie  place  to  which  the  individual  has 
removed  may  belong  to  another  Association,  in  connexion  with  the 
same  Ladies  Branch  Society,  the  mode  pursued  in  such  case  should 
next  be  Considered. 

1.  The  Freb-Cohtributors'  Transfer-ticket  is  presented  by 
the  collectors,  as  in  the  former  case,  to  the  Committee,  and  is  giY^n 
in  charge  to  the  Cash  Secretary,  who  hands  it  over^  at  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Branch  Committee,  to  the  Cash  Secretary  of  that 
Association  into  which  the  contributor  has  removed;  and  sfie 
delivers  it,  as  mentioned  in  the  Fourth  Obserration,  to  the  proper 
collector. 

2.  The  Bible-Subscribers'  Transfer-ticket  is,  as  in  the  former 
case,  delivered  to  the  subscriber,  and  the  duplicate  presented  to  the 
Committee;  but  the  latter  is  retained  and  filed  by  the  Bible  Secre- 
tary.^ The  counterpart  being  received  by  the  collectors  of  the 
district  into  which  the  subscriber  has  removed,  is  presented  at  tkevr 
Committee,  and  retained  and  filed  by  the  Bible' Secretary  of  thar 
Association.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  a  little  biU  is  furnished  by  the 
latter  Association  to  the*former ;  which,  after  having  been  checked 
by  means  .of  the  duplicate  tickets,  is  discharged  by  a  resolution 
of  that  Committee  which  had  received  the  first  part  of  the  pay- 
ment.* All  money  thus  received,  is  reported  by  the  Bible  Secre- 
tary, and  entered,  at  the  end  of  the  Distnct  Collections,  in  the  Cai& 


*  OMbe  dsimt  on  ill  ddes  may  be  cancelled,  by  a  resolution  of  each  Com- 
mittee to  tbat  effect,  if  the  amounts  be  ioconsidtfable.  In  AssodatioDS  ooo- 
nected  with  the  same  Ladies'  Bmnch,  this  Is  strdngly  reeonuneflded. 
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Book,  under  the  head  "  Bible  Secretary/* — See  No.  xv.  First 
Spbcimxk. 

VII.  Where  no  Ladies'  Branch  Society  is  formed,  but  two  or 
more  Associations  are  in  connexion  with  sn  Auxiliary  or  Branch 
Society,  a  similar  mpde  of  proceeding  may  be  adopted :  and  in  the 
Metropolis,  die  plan  of  a  periodical  <'  Conference  affords  peculiar 
facilities  for  carnring  it  into  effect. 

VIII.  This  subject  may  appear  of  comparatively  trifling  im« 
portance :  but  those  who  have  had  experience  in  the  practical 
duties  of  Bible  Associations,  will  not  speedily  forget  the  difficulties 
and  iQisrepresentations  to  which  they  were  subjected  before  the 
introduction  of  this  plm,  by  the  adoption  of  which  they  have  been 
entinHj  obviated* 

IX.  It  must  be  evident  that  this  mode  cannot  be  pursued  when 
the  Bible  Subscriber  removes  to  a  considerable  distance,  as  the  e^- 
p^Qse  of  postage  precludes  the  necessary  intercourse.  The  usual 
proceeding  in  such  a  case,  is,  either  to  refund  the  money  receive^, 
or  to  set  the  subscriber  to  authorise  some  person  to  continue  the 
subscription,  and  receive  the  Bible  or  Testament.  Occurrences  of 
this  kind  are  not  very  uncommon;  and  the  character  and  reputation 
of  the  society  yrill  be  best  maintained,  bj  immediatelv  refunding 
the  money  paid  by  any  subscriber  thus  circumstanced^  who  may 
wish  to  have  it  returned. 

NO.  Vn,— LOAN  TICKETS. 

It  has  been  already  observed,  that  the  Association  in  ques^ 
tion  has  adopted  the  Loan-Fund  plan.  For  the  Rules  and 
Regulations  by  which  it  is  governed,  and  a  short  statement  of 
its  more  prominent  advantages,  the  'reader  is  referred  to 
Chap,  y III.  Sect  11.  It  is  now  necessary  to  describe  the 
practical  application  of  these  Rules. 

|.  The  Tickets  are  of  the  same  size  as  the  Specimen,  and  are 
printed  on  stout  paper.  They  are  stitched  in  books,  containing 
100  Tickets  each;  and  given  in  charge  to  the  Bible  Secretary,  who 
places  one  of  the  books  before  the  Treasurer  at  every  Committer 
meeting. 

II.  In  the  case  to  which  the  Specimen  refers,  it  will  be  found 
(see  No.  i.  Second  Specimen)  that  the  collectors  describe  Aweary 
Candler  as  destitute  of  the  holy  scriptures,  "  a  widow,  and  Very 
poor;"  circumstances  which  they,  very  properly,  judged  to  be 
sufficient  grounds  for  recommending  her  to  the  Committee,  as  a 
suitable  object  for  a  Loan  Testament.  She  was  accordingly  recom- 
mended in  their  next  Monthly  Report  (fee  No.  x.  Second  Specimen) ; 
and  being  approved  by  the  Committee,  the  ticket  was  filled  up  by 
the  Treasurer*  at  the  table,  and  handed  to  the  collectors,  by 

•  WhfenthcChairitfiUedbytheTiiastii«r,ih«nqiieitooiieofUieGoUectott 
to  iH  ncsr  her,  sodliiUU  this  duty. 
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NO.  X. — collectors'  monthly  report. 
Hitherto  we  have  considered  the  duties  of  a  Collector^  only 
in  reference  to  her  character  as  such;  but  we  have  now  to 
view  her  as  a  member  of  the  Committee,  and  as  supplying 
that  information  which  shall  satisfy  herself,  her  collea^ueSy 
and  this  pubUc ;  that  the  cause  of  benevolence  wherein  she  is 
engaged  is  one  that  is  worthy  of  pursuit,  and  that  the  results 
of  ner  exertions  are  beneficial  to  her  feUow^reatures. 

I.  This  Report  is  contained  on  both  sides  of  a  half  sheet  of  copy 
•paper ;  and  should  be  filled  up  previous  to  the  meeting  of  the  Com- 
mittee, and  placed,  with  the  money  collected,  in  the  Bag. 

II.  The  importance  of  these  Monthly  Reports  will  be  evident, 
when  it  is  considered,  that  it  is  to  them  we  are  indebted  for  the 
most  full  and  authentic  details  relative  to  the  domestic  proceedings 
of  the  Bible  Society.  The  Collectors  may  be  considered  as  the 
representatives  of  that  Institution,  within  their  allotted  sphere  of 
usefulness ;  and  their  reports  constitute  the  materials  for  those  ge- 
neral statements  which  the  Association  furnishes  to  the  Branch  or 
Auxiliary  Society ;  as  well  as  an  interesting  portion  of  the  annual 
details  published  by  the  latter,  and  transmitted  to  the  Parent  In- 
stitution. This  periodical  information,  like  the  contributions  by 
which  it  is  accompanied,  may  be  compared  to  those  rivulets,  smaU 
but  refreshings  that  gradually  increase  the  river  into  which  they 
flow,  till  the  united  waters,  rolling  onward,  dispense  health  and  fer- 
tility around. 

}iu  An  examinati6n  of  the  First  Spxcimen  will  convince  the 
reader,  that  the  form  of  this  report  is  so  prepared  as  to  save  the 
time  and  trouble  of  the  Collectors  as  much  as  possible :  but  care 
should  be  taken  that  every  blank  is  filled.  The  erroneous  insertion 
of  a  subscriber's  name  a  second  time  is  one  of  the  principal  risks 
against  which  a  Collector  must  be  on  her  guard.  It  should  be 
always  remembered,  that  the  only  information  required,  under  this 
head,  relates  to  those  who  have  become  subscribers,  or  free  coft- 
'  tributors,  since  Oic  preceding  report;  and  that  the  object  is,  to 
enable  the  Secretaries  to  keep  a  correct  list  of  all  the  contributors 
and  subscribers.  All  persons  giving  donations,  should  be  included, 
during  the  current  year,  in  the  return  of  "Number  of  Free 
Contributors."  A  reference  to  the  Collecting  Book  (See  No.  ix* 
Second  Specimen)  will  afford  any  further  requisite  explanation. 

IV.  It  frequently  happens,  especially  at  the  cbmmencement  of 

an  Association,  that  the  spaces  left  for  the  insertion  of  new  sub* 

-scribers'  names  are  inadequate  to  the  purpose.     Jn  such  case,  a 

piece  of  paper  should  be  appended  to  the  report,  for  those  names 

which  cannot  be  inserted  in  the  printed  form.    It  will  be  perceived, 

that  the  other  particulars  required  are  also  obtained  .from  the 

.Collecting  Book ;  and  their  importance  will  be  obvious. to  those  who 

.  consider  how  necessary  it  is  to  provide  a  constant  check  oni  the 

books  of  the  Association,  in  order  that  apy.mac0uracy.or  omission 

may  be  promptly  corrected. 
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V.  It  sometimes  happens,  that  the  subscriber  wishes  for  a  diffe- 
rent kind  of  Bible  or  Testament  to  that  originally  seleclid;  and  this 
wish  should  olwajrs  be  gratified.  The  principal  advantage  will  still 
be  attained— that  of  enabling  the  Bible  Secretary  to  keep  a  stodc 
of  the  descriptions  most  in  request. 

VI.  Allusion  has  already  been  made  to  the  importance  of  those 
**  Facts  and  Observations**  which  these  reportt  have  been  the  means  of. 
eliciting,  and  which  the  Second  Specimbn  is  designed  to  illustrate. 
But  it  cannot  be  too  strongly  impressed  on  the  minds  of  Collectors, 
that  the  best  fact  is  that  which  is  best  authenticated  ^and  the  best 
observation,  that  which  is  the  result  of  experience.  Facts,  like 
valuable  fruit,  should  be  attentively  watched,  and  suffered  to  ripen 
and  mature  before  they  are  gathered ;  and  it  will  be  genendly  found, 
that  those  are  the  most  precious  which  have  been  the  longest  in 
attbiniAg  this  state  of  maturity.  Nor  is  an  inferior  degree  of 
caution  and  prudence  requisite  in  reporting  these  facts: — compres- 
sion, simplicity  of  language,  and  a  disposition  to  withhold  rather 
than  exaggerate  the  truth,  will  always  render  a  fact  more  pleasing 
in  itself,  and  excite  a  greater  degree  of  interest  in  the  auditors. 
When  the  allotted  space  is  insufficient  to  contain  the  inf<5rmatfoii 
which  the  Collector  wishes  to  communicate,  a  piece  of  paper  is 
appended  to  the  report. — See  ivih  Observation. 

A  reference  to  the  Fisiiing  Book  {No.  i.  Second  Spectmen)  will 
enable.the  reader  to  trace  the  information  communicated  in  this 
part  of  the  First  Monthly  Report 

VII.  As  the  annexed  Specimens  ^e  transcripts  of  the'  Flrsi 
Monthly  Report  presented  by  the  Collectors  of  a  district,  they  do 
not  embrace  some  important  subjects  wftich  arise  out  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Association.  In  order  to  give  a.  dear  view  of  this 
part  of  the  system,  a  copy  of  the  Sixth  Monthly  Report  of  the 
aame  Collectors  is  subjoined. — ^The  interesting  facts  which  it  com« 
municates  preclude  the  necessity  of  apology  for  this  appatoit  repe- 
tition. 

VIII.  Ilie  Collectors  who  sign  the  report,  are  those  who  have 
acted  during  the  past  month.  It  frequenl3y  happens,  that  illness^ 
absence  from  home^  or  soyme  other  unavoidable  cause,  prevents  one 
or  more  of  the  Collectors  of  a  district  fulfilling  the  requisite  duties ; 
and  it  is  necessary  that  the  Secretaries  and  Committee  should  know 
to  whom  they  may  refer,  in  case  of  any  explanation  being  requiredi 
The  names  are  not  read  at  the  Committee. 

IX.  The  interesting  fact  related  under  the  head  of  ^'Loak 
Stock,"  in  the  second  of  the  two  following  Duplicate  Specimens,  is 
a  ddiffhtful  evidence  of  the  advantages  of  this  part  of  the  plan; 
especially  &»  the  author  is  enabled  to  state,  on  the  same  respectable 
autbprity,  that  the  perusal  of  the  sacred  records  was  obviously 
blessed  to  this  poor  penitent,  who  died  **  with  a  hope  full  of  im- 
mortality^ rejoicing  ^l  t;h^  name  of  Jesus  Christ  !*'  , 
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COLLECTORS'  MONTHLY  REPORT. 

[Being  the  Second  I^«e  of  the  Report] 


FACTS  AND  OBSERVATIONS. 


We  have  been  recewedwiih  the  grealesi  kindness  and  cordiaUty 
throughout  that  part  of  our  district  which  we  have  visited.  Of  fifteen 
Jumibes^  we  found  five  destitute  of  the  hoiy  scriptures ;  andfwtr  qfthua 
gratrfuUy  availed  themselves  of  the  advantages  of  the  Association. 

Were  it  not  for  this  personal  investigation ,  we  could  scarcely  have 
believed  thai  so  much  misery  and  ignorance  existed  within  those  walls, 
which  we  have  daily ,  and  too  thoughtlessly  passed^  for  many  years. 
Some  (^  these  cases  we  have  recommended  to  the  notice  of  their  more 
affluent  neighbours ;  andy  we  rejoice  to  say,  with  considerable  success. 

Short  as  has  heen>  the  time  since  we  engaged  in  this  good  wark^  we 
have  been  abundantlv  convinced  of  its  necessity ;  and^  we  humbly  trusty 
are  gratefully  sensible  of  the  privilege  we  enjoy  in  being  pemutted  t^ 
co-operate  in  it. 

We  propose  Miss  Jane  Goss^  of  No.lfWilliam-sireeti  and  Mr  si 
Walters^  rf  No.  6»  WHliam-streeif  as  suitable  Ladies  to  be  invited  /f 
join  the  Committee, 


LOAN  STOCK. 


Tlie  Teftmnenrf,  Not,       .  are  oow  on  Loan  m  this  District  5  rela^ 
tiye  to  which  we  have  to  repott^-  , 

We  recommend  Mary  Candlerp  residing  at  No.  S,  Ploufh  Courts  of 
a  suitable  person  to  be  supplied  wkh  a  Loan  Testament^  Pica  size.  Sh^ 
is  a  widow,  very  poor^  with  six  children^  and  receives  parochial  relief. 
She  expresses  much  gratitude  and  pleasure  in  the  prospect  of  having  m 
Testament  to  read^ 


y^iSSM  <:-««— 


%*TheCoIleetox8  are  earnestly  andmpMfefiilly  raqiiMled  tolDlmpereTj 

blank  in  their  Reports. 
^ V  rTfnrrti  r"TTii*iitff itrfittiimn  mwtr  nniw  ths  Haw  nf  Fa jr  f  nntTttuffloi 
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Charles*  Ladies'  Bible  Association. 


Monthly  Report  of  District  No.  % 

Pft»ented  Wh  of  Dee,  1819L 


We  hftTe  recdved  this  Month, 
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Number  of  Free  Contributors  since  the  Establishment  of 
the  Association 

Number  of  Subscribers  for  Bibles  and  Testaments  since  the 
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Number  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  distributed  to  the  date  of 
the  last  Report     . 
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Report  •...•.• ,, 
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DUPUCATB  SECOND  SPECIMEN 

OP  THB 

COLLECTORS'  MONTHLY  REPORT, 

[Being  the  Second  Page  of  the  Beport] 


FACTS  AND  OBSERVATIONS. 


J  Ladj  a  boy  of  colour,  who  received  a  Bible  from  ^our  Society, 
was  previously  a  pesi  to  the  neighbourhood;  idle,  prqfUgate,  and  pro- 
fane. He  has  now  been  in  the  possession  of  it  several  months  }  and 
not  only  his  mother,  but  the  more  impartial  neighbours,  testify  to  the 
reformation  wMch  has  taken  place  in  his  conduct  and  manners.  He  is 
become  humble,  dutiful,  and  conscientious.  Being  lame,  he  cannot 
perform  any  thingarduous;  but,  by  increased  industry,  he  has  doubled 
hu  weekly  earnings.  The  correctness  of  his  language  is  stnking: 
never  is  he  now  heard  to  pronounce  the  name  of  God,  but  with  reve- 
rence  and  awe.  At  church  he  is  now  a  constant  attendant,  with  his  Bible 
under  his  arm,  which  he  appears  to  value  as  an  inestimable  treasure; 
and  his  poor  mother  speaks  of  the  happy  change  with  emotions  of 
rapturous  gratitude. 

John  Heel,  a  Free  Contributor  offourpence  a-week,  wishes  to  sub- 
scribe for  a  Pica  Testament,  for  his  daughter.  He  promises  to  continue 
his  Free  Contribution  after  he  receives  it. 


LOAN  STOCK. 

The  Testaments,  Nos.  5, 17, 20,  25,  are  now  on  Loan  in  this  Dis- 
trict- relative  to  which  we  have  to  report— Ma/  they  are  all  carefully 
preserved,  but  Nos.  5  and  20  particularly  valued.  IVe  have  the  plea- 
sure to  slate,  that  No.  34,  returned  to  the  Bible  Secretary  since  last 
Report  was  attentively  perused  by  a  poor  sick  woman,  since  deceased. 
'  On  our  first  visit,  she  was  hostile  to  the  name  of  a  Bible;  but 
when  visited  by  sickness,  she  sent  for  us  :  and  on  our  arrival,  after 
imploring  forgiveness  for  having  so  of  ten  rudely  turned  us  from  her 
dweUing  begged  to  read  that  Book  she  had  hitherto  dAptsed  and 
jruUcul^  T&  Testament  was  immediately  lent  to  her,  which  she  con-- 
stantly  read  ;  and  a  Clergyman,  who  frequently  visited  her  in  her  ill- 
ness, stated,  that  she  died,  blessing  with  her  last  breath  the  Society 
which  had  thus  furnished  her  with  the  Word  of  God,  and  through  U 
brought  her  to  the  knowledge  o/ a  Saviour. 

/aneBrott^«,  IcoUecton. 

Caroline  Thompson,  J^""'^'""? 

♦»•  The  CoBMten  are  etmetdy  and  respectfully  requested  to  fill  up  eywy 

blank  in  their  Beports.  *' 

All  persons  pwsenting  Donations  come  under  the  class  of  F«E«  Contributors. 
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SacmxTAmiEs*  Books  and  Papeu. 


•*•  It  will  be  obienred,  that  the  prfnied  fonns  of  all  the  preceding 
Specimens,  from  No.  i.  to  No.  x.  inclusive,  are  equally  applicable  to 
liible  Associations,  whether  conducted  by  Ladies  or  Gentlemen ;  or 
whether  connected  directly  with  an  Auxiliary  or  Branch  Society,  or 
with  a  Ladies'  Branch.  And  those  portions  of  the  m€mus€ripi  part, 
which  exhibit  the  peculiar  constitution  of  the  Association  in  ques- 
tion, are  so  readily  distinguished  as  to  render  any  further  remark 
unnecessaiy.  * 

SEC!RETARI£S*  BOOKS  AND  JPAPERS. 

It  has  been  xenoarked^  in  detailing  the  mode  of  establishing 
M  Bible  Aaaociation,  that  in  order  to  conduct  the  business 
'with  syatem  and  facility.  Three  Secretaries  are  necessar?;  and 
<that  they  are  respectively  designated,  the  Minute,  Cash,  and 
Bible  Secretaries.  The  Books  of  which  they  take  charge, 
Bnd  the  Reports  which  they  present  monthly  to  their  own 
Committee,  and  (in  Associations  so  connected)  to  the  Ladies* 
Branch,  come  next  under  consideration :  but  a  few  pre&ni- 
Bary  remarks  appear  necessary,  in  order  to  diew  the  import- 
ance of  these  books  and  papers* 

I.  It  is  an  adage,  not  the  less  true  for  its  antiquity,  that  ^*  what- 
ever is  worth  doinff ,  is  worth  doing  well."  The  concerns  of  a  Bible 
Association  should  be  so  conducted  by  the  Secretaries,  that  in  the 
event  of  a  Collector's  death,  or  the  loss  of  her  book,  the  official 
records  of  the  Society  may  supply  every  requisite  informacion,  and 
prevent  any  delay  in  furnishing  every  subscriber  with  the  holy  scrip- 
tures.  The  Secretaries  should  be  intimately  ac<{uainted,  not  only 
with  the  general  state  of  the  Association,  but  witii  the  particular 
details  of  the  several  districts  ;  and  this  information  is  more  easily 
acquired  than  many  may  believe  possible.  In  this  case,  as  in  that 
of  the  Collectors,  the  secret  of  success  may  be  found  in  the  Divi* 
sion  of  Labour . — each  of  the  Secretaries  has  her  own  allotted  duties ; 
and  they  are  so  apportioned,  that  an  hour  or  two  monthly  will  be 
found  sufficient  to  discharge  them. 

II.  It  will  save  considerable  time  and  trouble,  as  wed  as  prevent 
the  risk  of  error,  if  the  Secretaries  make  the  requisite  entries  in  their 
req[>ective  boohs  as  soon  as  possible  after  every  Comnrittee-roeeting. 
As  the  correctness  of  these  entries  depends  on  that  of  the  Collec- 
tors' Reports,  any  necessary  explanation  should  be  immediately 
solicited  from  the  latter. 

III.  The  Books  and  Papers  appertaining  to  the  Secretaries  of  the 
Association  in  question,  i 


To  the  MiiiVTX  Seccetaty : 
The  Rough  Minute  Book.  I  12.  The  Agenda. 
1 1 .  The  Fair  Minute  Book.      |  18.  The  Report  Book. 
14.  Special  Committee  Summons. 
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Secretanes*  <Booki  and  Pvpen.— Eair  Kwule  Book. 


Ta  the  €a8h  Secretary : 

15.  The  Cadi  Book.  |  16.  The  Free  Contributors*  Book. 

17.  The  Monthly  Statement, 

To  the  Bi8i»B  Secretary  « 

18.  The  Bible  Book.  |  90.  TheWonthly  Report. 

19.  TheBibleSecretary'sOrdera.  |  21.  The  Loan-]^nd  Book. 

Ab  the  <^  Rough  Minute  Book  "  is  merelr  a  quire  or  two  of  paper, 
of  the  most  convenient  size,  procured  by  the  Minute  Secretary,  to 
enter  the  proceedings  of  the  Committee,  and  to  preserve  the  neat- 
ness of  the  Minute  Book,  it  reouires  no  further  notice.  The 
*'  Loan-Fund  Book,^  it  will  be  evident,  is  not  necessary  where  this 
part  of  the  system  is  not  adopted.  The  five  other  books  are  required 
by  every  Association  which  is  properly  organized :  they  are  of  the 
size  denominated  *'  Large  Post  Quarto,**  and  are  strongly  half- 
bound  and  lettered.*  Each  book  contains  about  !200  single  pages, 
tnr  100  leaves,  ruled  throughout  with  f«int  lines :  they  are  calculated 
to  last  for  five  or  six  years.  For  small  Associations,  embracing  a 
smgle  village,  &c.,  a  less  expensive  set  of  books,  on  die  same  pftaoy 
may  be  procured. 

These  Tarious  Bopks  and  Papers  will  now  be  described  m 
4lieir  proper  order. 

The  following  appertain  to  the  department  of  the  Minute 
Secretary — 

KO.  XI.— FAIR  MINUTE  BOOK. 

!•  This  Book  is  precisely  similar  in  form  to  that  which  has  been 
described  as  No.  1 ,  Section  V.  Chap.  II. ;  and  a  few  leaves  at  the 
beginning  should  be  ruled  according  to  the  Specimen  there  given, 
to  contain  a  register  of  the  attendance  of  the  members.  When  the 
Biifie  Secretary  calls  over  the  names  {See  "Hints'*  to  the  Secrt- 
taries,  Vc.  Chap.  VIII.  Section  I.),  she  places  P.  opposite  to  those 
of  the  Ladies  who  are  present,  and  leaves  blanks  opposite  to  those 
of  the  absentees.  The  number  of  attendances  being  filled  in  at  the 
end  of  each  year,  b  a  gratifying  record  of  the  punctuality  of  the 
members.  The  Fan:  Minute  Book  is  laid  on  tne  table  at  eveiy 
Cammittee4neeting,  and  the  Bible  Secretary  reads  from  it  the 
|>i\>ceedhig8  of  the  mceding  Committee :  this  should  never  be 
dcme  irom  the  Rough  Minute  Sook,  which  is  designed  to  save  time, 
-but  should  not  in  any  case  be  considered  the  register  of  official 
ireeords. 

*  HieselKwksiDfty  b«ii»d,  Aomfd  w^ktepj  «t  •  very  trifli^f  ^^^Stfonrf  m- 
pMis«.  Tbe  imjpcriority  of  thU  luDdlqg,  in  boolu  dfsgntd  to  kst  for  ae?«Ml 
ywKn,  ItwtttiflRrl 


44S  lADlM*  MBLB  BOCtllTtSS.  [aUL^.Ttti 


ObieiTAtioiis  on  the  Fair  Mixutx  Book. 


II.  The  Minutes  of  the  JSrsi  Comnuttee-ineeting  having  been 
already  transcribed  in  the  preceding  Section,  the  following  Sjpecimen 
contains  the  Minutes  of  the  second  meeting  i  and  will  sutncientlj 
illustrate  the  mode  of  proceeding  at  every  subsequent  meetine  of 
the  Committee ;  with  the  exception  of  those  which  precede  a  public 
distribution,  and  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Association,  or  of  the 
Auxiliary  or  Branch  Society  with  which  it  is  connected. 

III.  The  last  Minute  of  the  ^5/  Committee-meeting  having 
been  No.  7}  the  first  Minute  of  this  meeting  is  No.  8,  and  the 
first  Minute  of  the  third  will  be  25.  By  adopting  this  mode  of 
continuing  the  numbers  progressively  throughout  the  book,  the 
reference  to  any  particular  Minute  is  made  with  greater  facility, 
and  a  considerable  saving  of  time  and  trouble  is  effected.  A 
marginal  line  is  ruled  for  this  purpose. 

IV.  After  inserting  the  names  of  the  officers  and  Committee,  the 
Minute  Secretary  begins  to  transcribe,  at  the  first  page,  the  pro* 
ceedinss  of  the  General  Meeting  at  which  the  Association  was  esta- 
blished; but  instead  of  copying  the  Rules  and  By-Laws,  she  refers 
to  the  printed  copy»  one  of  which  should  be  pasted  inside  the  cover 
of  every  book  usea  by  the  Secretaries.  Having  transcribed  tlie  re^ 
solutions  of  the  General  Meeting,  she  draws  a  double  line,  and 
1>egins  on  the  next  page  the  Minutes  of  the  first  Committee^meet- 
ing.  Thus  the  Minutes  which  supply  this  >  Specimen  begin  at 
page  15. 

V.  It  will  be  perceived,  on  reference  to  the  3d  By-Law,  Sect  S, 
that  the  proceedings  are  conducted  in  strict  acc<ydance  with  the 
prescribed  re|^ulations.  The  Lady  who  presides  sm>u)d  always  ha^e 
a  copy  of  the  By-Laws  before  her,  and  should  prevent  any  devia- 
tion from  the  regular  coarse,  as  well  as  the  introduction  of  any  sub- 
ject not  immediately  connected  with  the  single  and  pure  object  of 
the  Society — "  the  circulation  of  the  holy  scriptures  without  note 
or  comment/'  The  first  meeting  of  the  Committee  having  been  a 
specud  one,  in  order  to  complete  the  organization  of  the  Society, 
tnis  Specimen  should  be  considered  as  detailing  the  proceedings  of 
the  first  regular  Monthly  Committee- meeting;  that  is,  the  first  at 
which  the  Collectors  presented  Reports  and  paid  in  their  col- 
lections. 

VI.  So  much  depends  on  the  order  and  regularity  with  which 
the  business  of  a  Committee  is  conducted,  that  no  apology  will  be 
requisite  for  the  minuteness  of  the  following  suggestions: — At 
every  Committee-meeting,  \ht Minute  Secretary  should  sit  on  the 
left  of  the  Lady  who  presides,  and  the  Cash  and  Bible  Secretaries 
on  her  right ;  the  latter  having  the  duplicate  collectine-bags,  de* 
livered  in  the  preceding  montli,  piled  before  her,  in  order ;  No.  } 
being  on  the  top ;  and  each  bag  being  furnished  with  a  blank  form 

^of  the  Monthly  Report,  and  the  reouisite  number  of  copies  of  the 

"  Monthly  Extracts."    When  the  Minute  SecreUuy  calls  for  the 

*  Collectors  Reports,  the  bags  are  handed  in  numericiu  order,  to  the 
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.    Specimen  of  the  Fair  Mivutx  Book. 

BiOle  Secretary,  who  returns  the  duplicate  bag  to  the  Collector, 
and  then  passes  the  Report  to  the  Minute  Secretary,  by  whom  it  is 
read:  the  Bible  Secretary  in  the  mean  titne  counts  the  money  she 
has  received  in  the  bag,  and  enters  the  amount  on  a  strip  of  paper. 
As  the  Minute  Secretary  announces  the  respective  amounts,  *<  Freb," 
"  Bibles,"  and  "  Total,"  the  Cash  Secretary  enters  the  several 
sums  in  the  proper  columns  of  the  Cash  Book  (See  No.  xv.  First 
Specimen).  If  the  total  announced  by  the  Minute  Secretary  be 
different  to  that  which  the  Bible  Secretary  has  found  in  the  oag, 
the  latter  immediately  refers  to  the  Collector  of  the  district  for  the 
necessary  explanation,  lef'ore  the  Cash  Secretary  has  made  the 
entry.  The  risk  of  error  is  thus  avoided  by  the  immediate  correc- 
tion of  any  inadvertence.  Having  replaced  the  money  in  the  bag, 
the  Bible  Secretary  proceeds  in  the  same  manner  with  respect  to 
the  remaining  districts.  Before  the  Cash  Secretary  makes  her 
report  of  the  sums  received,  she  compares  the  aggregate  amount 
with  the  Bible  Secretary ;  and  it  will  preserve  the  neatness  of  her 
book,  if  she  make  the  entry  of  the  "  Total"  amount  received,  after 
such  comparison.  The  Cash  Secretary  takes  home  the  bags  and 
money,  pays  over  the .  whole  of  the  latter  to  the  Treasurer,  and 
arranges  the  bags  in  readiness  for .  the  next  Committee-meeting, 
when  she  places  them  on  tRe  table  before  the  Bible  Secretary. 

*•*  Such  further  observations  as  appear  necessary  will  be  inserted 
ofttr  the  Specimen. 


SPECIMEN  OF  THE  FAIR  MINUTE  BOOK. 

[Being  the  Blmntea  of  the  Second  Committee-MiMting.] 

Council  Chamber,  Guildhall,  9th  July,  1819;—  IS 

At  the  Second  Meeting  of  the  Committee. 

Present,  Mr&  H, in  the  Chair; 

Rev.  r.  £f.  .  .  and  ^.  M,  .  .  and  Messra.  H.  &,  WiP^  ) 

and  J.  H.  ,  •  finom  the  Auxiliary  Society >  Tiaitori ; 

Miss  J,P.,,  and  H.T,  .  .  from  the  Branch 3 

and  those  Ladiea  who  are  marked  as  present  in  the  List  of  the  Committee. 

The  Minutes  of  the  last  Committee  having  been  read,  it  was  resolved — 

8.  That  the  said  Minutes  be  confirmed. 

9.  That  the  following  Ladies,  havinff  aSccepted  the  invitation  conveyed  to 
them,  pursuant  to  the  3d  Minute,  be  added  to  the  Committee ;  viz. 

Mias  4.IL of  ...  . Place, 

Miss  B of  ...  . Street, 

Mrs.  N. of  ...  .  Street, 

Miss  P. of  ...  . Square, 

*  Mrs.  D'  D of  ...  . Row. 

10.  That  the  following  alterations  be  made  in  the  appointments  of  the 
Collectors;  viz. 

I.  That  Miss  5.C  be  the  Colleague  of  Miss  ^.  Al. /F:,  ibr  District  9,  in 

the  place  of  Misa /H 
f.  That  Mn.  5.  be iqipointed  joint  Collector  for  District  Na  SI,  ivith 

QO 
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m  i^— — •—  ■  ■      J.  -  ■ ■■■■-       ■■  ■- ~— ,— -^ 

Minutes  of  the  Second  CommitteeJtfeeting'. 

Miss  ff.    And  that  these  Ladies  be  requested  to  make  the  lequudte 

alterations  in  their  Visiting  jnd  Collecting  Books. 
1 1.'  The  Minute  Secretary  having  reported,  in  reference  to  the  4th  Minute, 
that  the  viUage  of  Oreston  has  not  been  included  in  an j  of  the  Ammriatlops 
established  in  this  town  and  its  neighbourhood,  and  that  Mrs.  ^.  and  Miss  JB. 
had  offered  to  visit  it  as  Collectors;  it  was  resolved,  That  the  village  of 
Oreston  be  added  to  this  Association,  as  District  No.  33 ;  and  that  Mrs.  J. 
and  Miss  B>  be  attached  thereto  as  Collectors.  And  that  the  Minute 
Secretary  ie  requested  to  furnish  them  with  Tinting  and  Collecting  Books, 
Collecting  Bag,  Form  of  Monthly  Report,  Bible  Subscribers*  Cards,  and  a 
supply  of  printed  papers  for  circulation. 

12.  The  Minute  Secretary  reported,  that  the  Nmth  Geneial  Rule  bad 
been  complied  with,  by  the  transmittal  of  a  copy  of  the  Rules,  signed  by  the 
Secretaries,  to  Miss  •/.  P.,  Minute  Secretary  of  the  Ladies*  Branch  of  the 
Auxiliary  Society. 

13.  The  Treasurer  reported,  that  she  had  not  yet  received  any  money  on 
account  of  the  Association. 

14.  The  Bible  Secretary  reported,  that  she  had  not  yet  ordered  any 
Bibles  or  Testaments. 

15.  The  Collectors*  Reports  having  been  called  for,  were  presented  and 
severally  read ;  and  the  Cash  Secretary  reported,  that  the  amount  now 
veoeivedis, 

In  Free  Contributions j^.  36.  15.6 

In  Subscriptions  for  BiUes  and  Testalhents    .     .    3.13.0 

Total    .      £.40.  7.  € 

16.  Resolved,  That  the  said  sum  of  40i.  7«.  6d.  be  paid  over  to  tkm 
Treasurer  by  the  Cash  Secretazyt 

17.  That  the  Treasurer  be  requested  to  pay  to  the  Cash  Secretary  of  the 
Branch  Society*,  thirty  pounds. 

18.  That  the  Bible  Secretary  be  requested  to  order  of  the  Bible  Secretary 
of  the  Branch  Society,  Bibles  and  Testaments,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding 
30/.,  and  of  such  descriptions  as  she  may  consider  best  calnilatpd  £br  the 
wants  of  the  subscribers. 

19-  That  the  Minute  Secretary  be  requested  to  apply  to  the  Secretaries 
of  the  Branch  Society*  for  200  copies,  monthly,  of  the  **  Extracts  of  Cor- 
respondence*' of  the  PiUrent  Society ;  and  that  a  sufEkdent  number  be  |iQtin 
the  Collecting  Bag  of  each  district,  to  furnish  every  Collector,  and  every 
annual  ^ree  Contributor  of  half.«-guinea  and  upwarcte,  with  a  copy  monthly. 

20.  That  a  Loak  Stock  of  Testaments,  for  the  temporary  supply  of  the 
poor,  be  now  established,  of  which  the  fQllowing  shall  be  the  r^ulations 
{See  Chap,  Till.  Section  II.)  ;  and  that  the  said  stock  be  under  the  care  of 
the  Bible  Secretary,  who  is  requested  to  order  one  hundred  copies  of  the 
Rules,  and  to  send  one  to  each  member  of  the  Committee. 

21.  A  collection  having  been  made  at  tSie  table  for  the  purchase  of  the 
Loan  Stock,  the  sum  of  5/.  15f.  JOd.  was  contributed,  and  paid  over  to  tiie 
Bible  Secretary,  who  is  requested  to  invest  the  same  in  the  puicliase  of 
Testaments,  from  the  AuxUinry  Society,  at  the  reduced  prices. 

22.  That  a  Loan  Pica  Testament  be  gfanted  to  the  Collectors  of  IHstrict 
No.  2,  for  the  supply  of  Mary  Candler. 

*  In  Associatiou  not  connected  with  a  Ladies*  Branch*  and  in  those  con- 
ducted by-  Gentlemen,  it  will  be  evident  that  this  application  and  remittance 
should  be  made  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Auxiliary,  or  Branch,  Society  wUh  ' 
they  are  respectively  connected. 
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ObBervatioPi  op  thft  MUmtos  of  the  Sacond  rumipittog  M<etiii|^ 

81.  That  th«  fi>lIowiiig  JUdiflt,  ptopMed  by  tfa^  Colkcton  of  Djstnct 
Noi  Sy  be  invited  bj  them  to  join  the  Committee ;  viz. : 

MiflB  Jane  Gosa     .     •    .     No.  I,  William  Street. 
Mrs.  Walters    ....    No.  6,  Ditto     ditto. 
S4.  That  Mrs.  K. .  and  Mias  2;.. .  be  appointed  AudiUua  for  iha  fnw 
sent  /ear  $  and  that  aU  bUb  be  nihmd  to  Ibem  fbr  < 

Bead  over  the  IGnttteB,  and  a4i<mnied. 


Yii.  It  will  be  remarked,  that  three  Oentlemen  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Auxiliary  Societ;^,  and  two  af  the  Secretaries  of  the 
Ladies'  Braaeh,  attended  this  Committee.  Such  attendance  is 
highly  desirahle,  and  should  always  be  encouraged,  as  it  tends  to 
promote  a  mutual  knowledge  of  the  systemi  and  the  matatenance  of 
one  uniform  mode  of  proceeding. 

VIII.  It  frequently  happens,  that  alterations,  similar  to  those  de- 
scribed in  the  10th  Minute,  take  place  at  the  beginning  of  an  Asso- 
ciation ;  and  as  local  convenience,  and  the  wishes  of  the  individual 
Collectors,  should  always  be  consulted,  these  occasional  chances  will 
be  found  unavoidable.  But  they  should  take  place  as  seldom  as 
possible ;  and  the  increasing  attachment  which  the  Collectors  will 
feel  to  their  districts,  will  prove  the  b^st  preventive*  See  OtsertHur 
tum$  on  No.  v. 

IX.  Additional  districts  are  often  united  to  an  Association,  after 
its  establishment,  as  in  the  eas6  refeil'ed  to  in  the  11th  Minute ;  and 
where  proper  persons  can  be  obtained  as  Collectors,  it  is  highly  d&* 
sirable  that  the  whole  of  the  vicinity  should  be  included.  But  there 
is  a  danger,  unless  caution  and  prudence  be  exercised,  in  adding  to 
the  number  of  districts  before  suitable  Collectors,  are  obtained.  It 
is  at  all  times  a  matter  of  greater  importance  to  consoiidaCB  an 
Association  than  to  extend  its  limits. 

X.  In  reference  to  the  ISth  and  Hth  Minutes,  the  Specimens  of 
Ae  Monthly  Reports  of  the  Cash  and  Bible  Secretaries  (Nag,  xtii. 
and  XX.)  will  sufficiently  ^tpiuxn  the  nature  of  these  Minutes,  at 
every  subsequent  Committee-meeting. 

XI.  In  order  to  allow  the  Cash  Secretary  time  to  add  up  the 
columns  of  her  receipts,  and  to  prevent  the  unnecessary  pro- 
traction of  the  meeting  (which  should  never  exceed  two  hours» 
and  the  business  of  which  may,  generally,  be  despatclied  in 
one),  it  is  usual,  at  the  third,  and  all  subsequent  Committee-ipeet- 
ings,  to  consider  the  applications  for  loans,  the  admission  of  new. 
members,  and  any  proposed  alteration  in  the  appointments  of  the 
Collectors,  in  the  interval  between  the  reading  of  the  Collectors' 
Beports  and  the  reception  of  the  Cash  Secretary's  Report.  Set 
Specimen  of  Agenda,  No,  xii. 

XII.  It  will  be  perceived,  that  the  amount  reported  by  Uie  Carft 
Secretary  in  the  15th  Minitte,  is  the  aggregate  sum  received  from 

Go2 
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die  Collectors  at  the  second  Committee-meeting.     See  No.  xy.  F$rsi 
Specimen. 

XIII.  When  it  happens  that  the  Collectors  of  a  district  omit  to 
present's  Monthly  Report,  the  following  Resolution  should  be 
adopted,  and  a  copy  sent  to  the  Collectors ;  viz. 

''  The  Collectors  of  District  No.  — ,  not  having  presented  a 
Report,  the  Minute  Secretary  is  requested  to  remind  them 
of  the  importance  of  the  duty  prescribed  by  the  9th  By-Li^w, 
and  to  beg  their  attention  to  it  in  future.* 

Should  this  omission  occur  at  two  or  three  Committee-meetingir 
successively,  a  deputation  should  be  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Col- 
lectors of  the  district ;  and  if  the  latter  cannot  fulfil  the  duties  of 
their  appointment,  the  books  should  be  transferred  to  other  hands. 
-  XIV.  The  Minute  Secretary  should  send  to  the  Cash  Secretary  a 
duplicate  copy  of  every  Resolution  authorising  a  payment :  the  lat- 
ter is  thus  enabled  to  make  the  requisite  entry  in  the  Cash  Book 
immediately.  The  copy  may  be  given  at  the  table  of  the  Com- 
mittee. 

XV.  The  importance  of  giving  free  circulation  to  the  "  Montblj 
Extracts  of  Correspondence"  must  be  evident.  These  interesting 
papers  are  most  gratefully  received  by  the  Free  Contributom; 
many  of  whom  have  increased  their  annual  subscriptions  in  order 
to  acquire  this  privilege ;  which  might  be  beneficially  extended  to' 
all  Free  Contributors  of  Sd,  A-week^  I5.  a  month,  and  Ss.  a  quarter.. 
In  some  Associations  they  are  leni  by  the  Collectors  to  the  Free. 
Contributors,  and  pass  from  hand  to  hand,  like  books  in  a  reading 
society.  The  gratitude  with  which  they  are  thus  received,  and  the 
avidity  with  which  they  are  read,  constitute  the  best  proof  of  the 
advantages  of  this  plan. 

\  XVI.  As  the  Bible  Secretary  is  authorised  by  the  Sixth  By-Law 
<5  to  procure  Bibles  and  Testamente  when  necessary,"  the  repetitioa 
of.  the  18th  Minute,  in  the  proceedings  of  future  Committee- 
meetings,  will  be  unnecessary.  It  is  usually  adopted  at  the  fast, 
meeting  of  the  Committee,  as  a  guide  to  the  Bible. Secretary.  * 
•  XVII.  A  reference  to  Chap.  VIII.  Section  II.  will  sufficiently, 
explain  and  illustrate  the  20th  and  21st  Minutes.  It  will  be  per-, 
ceived,  that  the  22d  Minute  is  founded  on  the  recommendation 
contained  in  the  Collectors*  Monthly  Report,  No.  x.  Second^ 
Specimen. 

XVIII.  The  advantage  of  reading  over  the  Minutes  before  the 
adjournment  of  the  Committee  is  two-fold : — it  enables  the  Minute 
Secretary  to  correct  any  inaccuracy  in  the  Rough  Minute  Book ; 
and  it  afibrds  to  all  who  are  present  a  clear  and  succinct  view  of 
the  proceedings. 
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Minutei  of  the  Committee,  in  xeferenoe  to  an  Annual  Meeting. 

The  preceding  Specimen  and  Observations  will,  it  is  hoped, 
sufficiendy  elucidate  the  Minute  Book,  in  reference  to  all  or- 
dinary cases,  and  to  Bible  Associations  generally.  But  some 
additional  Resolutions  are  adopted  at  the  Committee-meet- 
ings preceding  a  Public  Distribution,  and  the  Annual  Meeting 
of  the  Association,  or  of  the  Society  with  which  it  is  con- 
nected^ to  which  a  more  distinct  reference  is  necessary.  For 
the  reason  already  assigned  (See  Observations  on  No,  ix.),  the 
reader  is  referred  to  Chap.  Y III.  Section  III.  for  a  transcript 
of  the  Resolutions  adopted  preparatory  to  a  Public  Distri- 
bution, and  every  other  requisite  information  on  this  subject. 
As  the  Ivies'  Branch  of  the  Plymouth,  Plvmouth  Dock, 
and  Stonehouse,  &c.  Auxiliary  Society,  holds  its  Annual 
Meeting,  and  that  of  all  its  connected  Associations,  conjointly 
with  that  of  the  Auxiliary  Society,  the  following  Minutes 
have  reference  to  this  arrangement :  but  the  mo(&  of  pro- 
ceeding in  other  cases  will  Ik^  explained  in  the  subsequent 
Observations. 


DUPLICATE  SPECIMEN  op  the  MINUTE  BOOK. 

jtidUwmai  Mmuits  adopted  ai  ihe  Cmnmittw-Afetlmgi  preetding  ih» 
Annual  Metiing, 


At  the  Monthly  Committee-Meeting,  held  on  the  10th  of  December,  after 
the  regular  business  had  been  transacted,  it  was  Ilesolved,^- 

1 89.  That,  pursuant  to  a  recommendation  of  the  Ladies*  Branch  Society^ 
this  Committee  hold  a  Special  Meeting  on  the  17th  instant,  to  make  anange- 
ments  prepantory  to  the  General  Annual  Meeting. 

190.  That  the  Treantrer  be  requested  to  submit  to  the  said  Special  Com- 
mittee-Meeting, a  Statement  of  the  Receipts  and  Payments  to  the  17th  inst; 
signed  by  the  Auditors.  That  the  Cask  Secretary  be  requested  to  prepare  a 
similar  account,  distii^ishing  the  Free  Contribytions  and  Bible  Subscrip- 
tiona.  And  that  the  BibU  Secretary  be  requested  to  prepare  a  statement  of 
the  Receipts  and  Deliveries,  disdnguiahing  the  Bibles  and  Testaments  issued 
at  and  under  cost  prices. 

191.  That  the  MmuU  Secretary,  with  Mrs.  ^.,  Miss  S.,  and  Miss  C,  be 
requested  to  prepare  and  submit  to  the  said  Spedal  Committee  the  draught 
of  a  Report  to  the  Branch  Society. 


At  a  Special  Meetmg  of  the  Committee,  held  on  the  17th  of  December^ 
19f.  The  Treasurer  presented  her  Report,  of  which  the  following  is  as 

an  abstract ;  viz. 

Total  Receipts  fVom  10th  of  July  to  17  th  December.    .    .    £.150.7*0 
Paid  to  the  Cash  Secretary  of  the  Ladies*  Branch.  .  150.0.0 
]>o..  to  the  Cash  Secretary,  Ibr  Incidental  Expenses  .   0  .7.0 

4150.7.0 
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MiilulM  of  the  Cdnnitloe,  in  mBMnmat  to  m  Anaari  M<ctiqg> 

IdS.  Tbe  Bible  Socntary  praanted  her  Bq;Mirt»  of  which  the 
an  atietzBct ;  vl^ 

Received  from  the  Ladiea*  Branch 166Bildea»  UTTeatamenU 

Delivered  at  cost  prices  ...    38  Bs.  96  Ts. 
Under  cost  piices .    15  8 

Total.    .    63         M 
Stock  in  himd   .    •  U3         83 

.  .  166  117        

And  that  the  said  Stock  is  more  than  sufficient  to  supply  all  the  Subscriben 
now  on  the  Books. 

194.  The  Minute  Secrstary  presented  the  draught  of  the  Annual  Beporty 
wUeh  having  been  read,  it  was  resolved, 

nat  the  said  Report,  with  the  Statements  of  the  Tveaauxer  and  BSile 
Secretary,  be  received,  adopted,  and  transmitted  to  the  Minute  SecraCaz/  of 
the  Ladies*  Branch  Society. 

19&.  The  Cash  Secretary  presented  her  Annual  Summary;  by  whidi  it 
appeared,  that  the  Total  Receipto  have  been. 

In  Free  Contributions £.77*   7*6 

In  Subscriptions  ibr  Bibles  and  Testaoenls  ,     78.19.6 

£.150.   7.0 

And  that  the  Balanoe  due  to  this  Aasociatkin  by  the  La^Bes*  Branch  SodMj 
is  dC68.  8«.  6dl 

196.  Besolved,  That  the  said  sum  of  £.68. 8f.  61?.  be  presented  to  the 
Ladies*  Branch  Society,  for  the  general  object  of  the  Britidk  nd  Foreign 
Bible  Society.  And  that  a  copy  <£  this  Bmlution  be  transmitted  with  Uie 
Annual  Report. 

197.  That  the  &llowmg  La^es  be  the  Officers  and  Cmnnuttee  oC  thie 
Association  for  the  ensuing  year;  vis. 

MisB  JffK  .  .  .  Treasmer. 

Miss  J.  C   .  .  \  Minute  Secretaiy* 

Mr.  A.M.Wi.  .  Cash  Secretary. 

Mias  /». Bible  Secretary. 

Committee: 

\H9r9fmw)  the  Ntmet  tftha  Ladim.] 
And  that  a  copy  of  this  List  be  transmitted  to  the  Minute  Secretary  of  the 
Ladies*  Branch  Society. 

198.  That  the  thanks  of  this  Committee  be  presented  to  the  Mayor,  ftr 
his  kindness  in  granting  the  use  of  the  Council  Chamber ;  and  that  he  be 
respectfully  requested  to  continue  the  same  accommodation  during  the 
ensuing  year. 


OB8BRVATION8  ON  THB  PRBCEOZNC  ADDITIOKAL  MINUTSS. 

xix.  A«  the  oublic  proceedings  of  Ladies*  Bible  Societies  are 
conducted,  exclusively,  by  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Auxiliary  (or 
Branch)  Committee,  it  will  be  evident  that  the  information  re&rrad 
to  in  the  preceding  Minutes  is  transmitted  to  the  Ladies'  Branch 
5o<net|r,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  latter  to  prepare  a  000- 
aenaed  Report  of  the  proceedings  and  results  of  all  the  united  Aaso* 
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Observations  on  the  preceding  Minutes. — Aoekoa. 

^lationSy  which  is  read  at    the  annual  meeting  of  the  Auxiliary 
Society* 

XX.  Of  the  preceding  Minutes,  those  numbered  I90«  191,  192, 
193,  194,  195,  196,  and  197,  are  equally  applicable  to  Ladies' 
Bible  Associations  which  hold  their  amraal  meetings  independent  of 
those  of  the  Societies  with  which  they  are  connected ;  with  the  fol- 
lowing exceptions ;  viz* 

1.  In  reference  to  the  Minute  194,  the  Annual  Report,  includ- 
ing the  Cash  and  Bible  statements,  should  be  transmitted  to 
one  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  Auxiliary  (or  Branch)  Society, 
or  to  some  one  of  the  other  Gentlemen  deputed  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  that  Society,  to  assist  the  Ladies,  and  transact  the 
business. 

2.  The  balanpe  alluded  to  in  the  Minute  195,  will,  of  course, 
be  due  from  the  Auxiliary  (or  Branch)  Society;  and  a  cor- 
iresponding  alteration  will  be  necessary  in  the  Minute  196, 
as  well  as  in  those  numbered  192  and  193.  '       - 

XXI.  Resolutions  similar  to  the  following  are  also  adopted  by  the 
Committees  of  Ladies'  Associations  which  hold  their  own  Annual 
Meetings,  ai  least  a  month  previous  to  such  Meeting ;  and  copies 
of  them  are  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Auxiliary  (or  Branch) 
Society. 

1.  That  the  Mimite  Secretary  remind  the  Committee  of  the 
Auxiliary  Society,  that  the  next  Annual  Meeting  of  this 
Association  will  be  held  on  Monday^  the  SO/A  December,  ai 
12  o'clock ;  and  request  the  said  Committee  to  appoint  a 
deputation  to  engage  and  fit  up  the  place  of  meeting,  and 
make  the  requisite  arrangements. 

2.  That  A.  B,   Esq.  be  mvited  to  preside    at  the   Annual 

Meeting. 
S.  That  the  following  Gentlemen  be  invited  to  attend  and  assist 
in  the  procedings ;  viz. 

[^Here  follow  the  names."} 


NO.  XII.— AGENDA,  OR  PAPER  OP  BUSINESS. 

This  Paper,  or  Card,  is  prepared  by  the' Minute^  Secretary,  and 
laid  before  the  Lady  who  presides,  at  every  Meeting  of  the  Com- 
ntttee.     The  several  heads  are  arranged  in  the  order  prescribed 
by  the  Sd  By-Law,  and  in  reference  to  the  Minutes  of  the  precedtitg 
Committee  Meeting :— thus  the  following  Specimen  is  a  iranscripi 
of  the  Card  prepared  for  the  Second  Meeting,  the  proceeding*  ot 

•  The  Reader  will  find  this  robject  amply  lUustratcd  in  Ae  Annual  Kepom 
of  the  Ladiee'  Bible  S<»cieties  of  Liv«ii»o<n.,  MAKOHxsna,  •"*^™P''™'  *•' 
TheM  important  and  highly  interesting  publications  contain  tiie  D«»i  WiAvnce 
of  tlw  bcnefieial  tsndflncy  and  dbcu  of  the  system. 


466  ladies'  bibl£  societies.     '        [chap,  tii. 

— r~~        ■  «     ■  I  ■     ■  ■III,  ■'         j»: 

AoEKDA. — Observations  on  the  Re  poet  Book. 


which  constitute  the  Specimen  of  the  last  No.^  and  refers  to  the 
Minutes  of  the  first  Committee. 


SPECIMEN. 


COMMITTEE  MEETING,  9th  July. 

1.  Headland  confirm  Minutes  of  the  last  Meeting. 

2.  Call  over  Members*  Names.  ^ 

3.  Business  arising  out  of  3d  Minute. 

4.  Ditto  .  ditto  .  ditto  .  5th  ditto. 

5.  Village  of  Oreston  not  included  in  the  Districts. 

6.  Report  9th  General  Rule  complied  with. 

7.  Cash  Secretary's  Monthly  Statement. 

8.  Bible  Secretary's  Report. 

9.  Collectors*  Reports  in  order. 
•  10.  Cash  Secretary's  Report. 

IK  Vote  Remittance  to  Branch  Society. 

12.  Order  Bibles  and  Testaments. 

13.  Monthly  Extracts. 

14.  Loan  Stock,  and  Collection  of  Loan  Fusd. 

15.  Vote  Loans. 

16.  Admit  Ladies,  proposed  by  Collectors,  on  Committees. . 
[  17-  Appoint  Auditors. 

18.  New  Business. 

19.  Read  over  Minutes,  and  adjourn* 

Oilcers  to  remain  and  prepare  their  Reports  to  the  Ladies'  Branch, 
or  fix  a  time  for  this  purpose. 


NO.  Xni. — REPORT  BOOK. 

I.  This  Book  is  designed  to  be  a  Register  of  all  the  information 
detailed  in  the  Collectors*  Monthly  Reports,  under  the  head 
**  Facts  and  Observations  ;"  in  order  to  record  them  in  a  more 
permanent  form,  and  to  exhibit,  in  one  connected  series,  the  results 
of  the  Association.  It  is  similar  in  size  to  No.  xi. ;  and,  like  it,  has  a 
marginal  line,  for  the  purpose  of  specifying  the  number  of  the  EKs* 
trict,  from  the  Report  of  which  the  extract  is  made. 

II.  The  advantages  of  this  Registry,  particularly  in  preparing 
the  Annual  Report,  are  evident  In  these  intef«8ting  but  unobtm- 
sive  records,  the  best  evidence  of  the  beneficial  tendency  of  Bible 
Societies  may  be  found, — here  the  strongest  proofs  of  a  strict  adhe- 
rence to  the  principles  of  the  Parent  Institution  are  discovered^ — 
and  hence  the  Collectors  derive  the  greatest  encouragement  to 
perseverance.  It  is  scarcely  possible  to  peruse,  with  an  unpre^ 
judiced  mind,  the  Report  Book  of  u  well-conducted  Bible  Associa- 
tion, without  arriving  at  a  clear  conviction  that  these  Societies  ar« 

national  blessing. 
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Specimen  of  the  Report  Book. 


III.  The  Facta  and  Observations  in  the  following  Specimen  are 
selected  from  the  Annual  Reports  of  the  Ladies*  Societies  of  Liver- 
pool and  Manchester.  While  they  illustrate  that  part  of  the  system 
now  under  consideration,  they  will  afford  an  interesting  and  satis- 
factory evidence,  that,  whether  the  seed  has  been  scattered  on  the 
banks  of  the  Tamar^  or  on  those  of  the  Mersey  or  the  Invell,  the 
dews  of  Heaven  have  descended  upon  it,  and  already  produced 
some  prospect  of  that  fruit  on  which  <*  ihe  Lord  will  command  his 
blessing" 

In  some  Associations,  the  **  Facts  and  Observations"  of  the  pre- 
ceding month  are  read  a  second  time  from  the  Report  Book,  at 
the  following  Committee-meeting,  as  part  of  the  minutes  to  be 
confirmed.  Where  time  admits,  this  practice  may  prove  beneficial 
and  encouraging,  especially  if  there  be  a  more  numerous  attend- 
ance of  the  members.  Local  convenience  will,  however,  be  the 
best  guidct  in  this  and  some  others  of  the  minor  details. 

SPECIMEN; 


[Supposed  to  occupy  three  Pages  of  the  Beport  Book] 

>0<XxX>0OOCX>00<XX 

CvmrnUtee-Meetingy  \(Hk  SepUmber^  1819. 

BiSTmxcT  Upon  inquiry  why  one  of  the  girls  in  the  Caledonian  School 
3.  was  behind  her  dass  in  religious  knowledge,  the  fiurt  was  ascertained, 
that  she  was  the  only  girl  in  the  School  whose  parents  were  destitute 
of  the  Bible.  May  we  not  hope  that  the  day  is  not  distant,  when, 
through  the  medium  of  the  Bible  Society,  the  children  in  all  our 
schools,  private  as  well  as  public,  shall  be  equally  well  provided  ?' 

DIST.      The  poor  continue  to  subscribe  with  cheerfulness,  and  with  in- 

8.      creased  respect  and  gratitude  to  the  collectors,  who  have  received 

many  applications  from  districts  yet  unvisited.    We  have  somegrati- 

fying  reason  to  hope  that  we  have  been  made  the  means  of  restoring 

four  unfortunate  females  to  the  paths  of  virtue. 

]>i8T.      Our  Bible  Subscribers,  as  well  as  Free  Contributors,  increase 
15*    monthly.     We  have  an  addition  oi  flrtjf.fcmr  this  month.    We  fVe- 
quently  find  the  subscribers  waiting  for  us  in  the  streets ;  and  many 
give  three  times  as  much  as  when  Uiey  began. 

BIST.  The  population  of  this  district  consists  principally  of  Welsh 
17-  labourers,  and  the  lower  classes  of  Irish  Catholics,  of  whom  by  tu  the 
mater  proportion  were  found  destitute  of  the  Scriptures;  yet,  with 
few  exceptions,  willing  to  provide  themselves,  by  means  of  small 
weekly  subscriptions:  these  have  been  paid  with  great  regularity, 
and  in  general  with  as  much  cheerfiilness  as  the  collectors  received 
them ; — ^'  their  poverty  abounding  to  the  riches  of  their  liberality,** 

DisT.  We  were  much  affected  by  the  remarks  of  a  man,  who  has  a  ftmily 
S8.  of  ten  children,  and  who  contributes  a  penny  a-week.  '*  I  often 
think,"  said  he,  "  how  pleasant  it  must  be  in  Heaven,  to  point  out 
the  person  who  was  the  cause  of  my  becoming  possessed  of  a  Bible ; 
and  to  say,  it  was  that  Lady  who  first  gave  me  a  Bible,  and  it  was 
that  Bible  which  brou^t  me  here  !*' 


SpeeiBi«D  of  the  Report  Book^  ^^ 


Thei*  U  a  general  improvemeat  viaifale  in  tlie  conduct  oCttae  who 
$$.    have  been  supplied  with  Biblea. 

The  pible  Subscriben  in  our  dirtrict,  being  infonned  of  the  deep 
distress  of  a  family  in  the  neighbourhood,  voluotarilj  united  their 
exertions  to  ftimish  their  habitation  with  necessaries.  They  clothed 
the  whole  family,  sent  the  children  to  school,  and  invited  them  te 
come  daily  to  the  house  of  one  of  the  svbscriben,  tohear  tke  So^ 

tKFBS  TCad* 

l>iST.  On  our  asking  a  poor  woman  who  had  ohtained  a  Bible,  by  her 
aa  child's  subscribing  a  penny  weekly,  how  she  liked  it,  she  said,  ^  Veiy 
much  indeed!  I  xetum  you  many  thanks  for  it :  had  I  knewn  what  a 
blessing  the  Bible  was,  I  should  not  have  been  so  long  without  it.** 
Her  husband,  who  was  previously  a  caieless  and  ahndoned  chaiacter» 
had  been  carefully  readhig  it,  and  had  never  since  spent  an  evening 
from  home.  She  then  exclaimed,  ^*  What  a  mercy,  that  by  a  child^s 
paying  only  a  penny  a-week,  it  should  become  such  a  blessing  to 
&  father  r  

C^mitiee-JIfeeimfs,  9ih  «f  Oetebery  1819. 

i>i8T.  About  two  years  aoo,  Mary  M  ■  ,  an  Irishwoman,  fifty  years  of 
6.  age,  applied  to  one  of  your  cc41eetors  to  be  taught  to  read.  If  ever 
poverfy  was  peraonxfied,  it  wsa  ia  Maiy.  Bemg  afanoat  blind,  she 
thankfully  received  a  pair  of  spectacles,  being  certain  that  with  these 
kelpt  U  read  she  should  soon  become  a  scholar.  In  consequence  of  a 
fidl  received  some  months  befi»rey  she  was  lame,  and  unable  to  earn  a 
abillii^«  The  idea  (tf  setting  a  stitch  into  her  ragged  dhrty  gannenta 
had  never  entered  her  head.  Gratitude  for  instruction  soon,  how. 
ever,  induced  a  change^  Mary's  natural  shrewdness  and  dose  appli- 
cation soon  enabled  her  to  read  the  Testament.  One  very  snowy  day, 
with  an  animated  countenance,  she  entered  the  scbooijroom  on  her 
crutches ;  and  immediately,  as  her  custom  was,  laid  her  shoes  on  the 
top  of  the  file  to  dry.  When  told  that  she  had  better  not  have  come 
so  ikr  through  the  snow,  while  so  ill,  *^  Aye,**  said  she,  ^^so  the  neigh- 
bours said ;  and  all  along  by  the  brick-fields  they  were  at  the  celbu*- 
heads,  laughing  at  me :  but  I  thows  *em  the  nice  Testament,  and  telh 
'em  they'd  have  more  raison  to  lau^  if  they  could  read  in  it  like 
me.**   Mary  was  afterwards  absent  for  some  weeks ;  and  her  little  girl 

came  to  the  school,  with  *^  Mrs.  M— 's  compliments  to  Lady ,  and 

she  had  been  six  weeks  in  the  Infirmary ;  but  was  getting  on  finely 
with  her  Testament.'*  The  teacher  called  shortly  afterwards  at  her 
house,  to  ask  if  she  were  betters  her  husband  came  to  the  door,  and 
the  little  girl  at  the  same  moment  returned  from  the  Infirmazy. 
''  How  is  your  mother?"'  "  A  deal  better,"  said  the  child;  ^  ahe 
hopes  to  be  out  soon."  "  What  does  she  do  in  the  Infirmary  ?" 
^*'  O,  nothing  at  all,  but  read  in  the  Testament  to  herself  and  the  other 
women  :  she  has  read  it  all  through."  "  That's  what  she  did  afore 
ever  she  went,"  said  the  husband.  "  She  was  fond  of  it  then,  I 
suppose :  did  it  do  her  good,  think  ye  ?"  "  Good  I"  said  he,  **  aye, 
nothing  pleased  her  afore  ;  she  was  grumbling  all  day :  but  ^noe  she 
got  to  xeafing  the  Testament,  she  has  been  quite  content  and  happy.** 
A  few  weeks  ago  Mary  returned  firom  the  Infirmary ;  and  has  since 
attended  the  school,  comparatively  neat  and  dean,  and  very  thankfiiL 
The  Testament,  which  had  been  lent  for  eighteen  monthsy  and  whidi» 
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to  ute  her  own  ezprestioni,  she  had  **  read  twice  throng  sad  aU  up 
and  down,'*  had  not  a  soiled  leaf  in  i(,  wben^  with  regrett  she  took  out 
of  it  her  marriage  and  other  certificates,  to  exchange  it  Har  a  large 
Bible  given  her  by  the  Branch  Committee. 

Committee-Meetings  \9th  of  Nwemhtr^  1819. 

BIST.      There  is  a  visihle  improTement,  both  in  the  numnen  of  the  inha- 

5.     bitants  of  this  district,  and  the  cleanliness  of  their  abodes.    We  are 

always  welcomed  with  smiles ;  and,^  general,  the  money  is  laid  ready 

for  us,  and  paid  with  many  thaxiks  and  blessings  for  our  trouble  in 

calling. 

DisT.  At  the  establishment  of  the  Association,  we  called  at  the  house  of  a 
8.  poor  woman,  who  b^^  to  subscribe  for  a  Bible  for  her  son— a 
depraved,  wicked  man.  A  short  time  ago  we  inquired  of  her,  *^  Whe- 
ther her  son  had  benefited  by  reading  the  Bible?"  She  replied, 
''  That  he  was,  in  consequence  of  perusing  it,  become  quite  an  altered 
character ;  that  he  now  went  regularly  to  church ;  and  was  beoomo  a 
teacher  in  a  Sunday  SchooL'* 
B18T.  The  collector,  in  her  first  weekly  visits,  felt  much  distressed, 
SI.  owing  to  a  number  of  butchers,  who  came  to  sell  meat  to  the  poor 
every  Monday  morning,  completely  blockading  her  way  with  their 
carts,  and  swearing,  in  the  most  shocking  manner,  against  ^  this  Bible 
work.**  After  some  time,  however,  when  they  saw  her  coming  up  the 
street,  if  they  were  in  the  way,  she  heard  the  pleasing  address  of— 
*'  You  can  pass  here,  Madam.**  In  a  few  weeb  more  they  began  to 
wheel  their  barrows  round,  that  she  might  pass ;  and,  at  length,  one 
of  them,  remarkable  for  Ai^wikennet*  and  swearings  said  to  his  com- 
panion, '*  Come  now,  she  deserves  encouragement,  she  comes  so 
regularly;  she  thali  have  something.  Here,  Mistress,  j6\x  shall  have 
threepence  a-week  from  me.** — An  old  subscriber,  hearing  this,  ob- 
served, '*  Yes,  Samuel*;  but  the  lady  will  now  talk  to  you,  if  you  are 
drunk  when  she  comes.**  On  which  he  said,  he  would  try  to  keep 
sober  till  after  she  had  been  i  and  the  collector  has  great  pleasure  hi 
stating,  that  he  has  kept  his  word  ever  since ;  nor  has  she  heard  mm 
oath  among  them. — In  addition  to  the  above,  tlie  collector  can  bear  her 
further  testimony  to  the  continued  improvement  of  Samuel ;  as  the 
money  formerly  appropriated  to  the  indulgence  of  his  pernicious 
habits  is  now  carefully  saved  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  an  aged 
mother. 

DiST.  Being  earnestly  solicited  to  call  at  the  house  of  two  poor  widows, 
9A.  residing  in  an  un visited  district,  we  did  so,  and  received  their  names  as 
Bible  Subscribers.  One  of  them,  a  most  interesting  woman,  very  fiur 
advanced  in  years,  told  us,  while  the  tears  trickled  down  her  cheeks, 
that  she  was  most  anxious  to  receive  a  Bible,  that  she  might  leave  it 
as  a  parting  gift  to  her  grandson,  ^he  hoped  a  blessing  would  always 
attend  the  collectors  in  their  weekly  visits ;  '^  for  the  Ladies*  Bible 
Association  was  the  best  thing  for  the  poor  that  had  ever  been 
thought  of** 
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'  In  order  to  secure  the  punctual  attendance  of  the  members  at  the 
regular  Monthly  Committee-meetings,  it  is  very  desirable  that  no 
extraordinary  sittings  be  held,  except  when  really  necessary.    That 
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such  meetings  are  occasionally  requisite,  the  instance  adduced  in  the 
Duplicate  Specimen  of  No.  xi.  is  a  sufficient  evidence ;  and  it  is 
ohvious  that  other  circumstances  may  occur  to  render  them  expe- 
dient. These  Notices  are  issued  by  the  Minute  Secretary ;  and 
should  be  delivered,  if  possible,  two  or  three  days  previous  to  that 
appointed  for  the  meeting,  the  precise  object  of  which  should 
always  be  specified*  

SPECIMEN. 

CHARLES*  LADIES'  BIBLE  ASSOCIATION. 

Madam,  Plymouth,  1 3ih  of  Dee.  1 8  Id* 

A  Special  Meeting  of  the  Committee  will  be  hel^  on 
JMia^  next,  the  17  f A  ofJIecemberj  mt  Eleven  o'clock  preciady,  fer  the 
pmrpeee  ef  takitif  inie  eemidereiiem  a  eemmunieuiiem  /rem  ike  Ladke^ 
Branchy  and  making  ike  reqmtUe  arra^ements  /er  the  Annnai  Meeting  i 
when  the  fiivour  of  your  attendance  is  requested. 

J.  C    .    .    .    Minute  Secretaxy. 

The  Books  and  Papers  appertaining  to  the  department  of 
the  Cash  Secretary,  are — 

NO.  XY.— THE  CASH  BOOK. 

I.  This  book  is  designed  to  contain  all  the  pecuniary  transactions 
of  the  Association,  and  should  be  used  exclusively  for  this  purpose. 
It  is  ruled  in  different  forms,  in  order  that  the  several  accounts  may 
be  kept  in  the  most  clear  and  convenient  manner.  In  some  Asso« 
ciations,  the  cash  account  with  the  Auxiliary  or  Branch  Society  Is 
kept  by  the  Bible  Secretary,  and  a  few  pages  of  her  book  are  ruled 
for  this  purpose.  But  such  a  plan  is  alike  inconvenient  and  unne- 
cessary, and  has  been  productive  of  injurious  efiects  in  several  in- 
stances. The  duties  of  the  Bible  Secretary  are  distinct  and  specific, 
and  have  no  reference  to  the  pecuniary  concerns  of  the  Society. 

II.  A  blank  page  is  left,  at  the  beginning  of  the  Cash  Book,  for 
an  Index  to  the  several  accounts,  of  which  the  following  is  a  tran- 
script :  ^^^ 

.        INDEX.  '  Folio. 

Monthly  Receipts  from  the  Collectors,  Stc,   .-  .  »  .  .      1 
Treasurer's  Account  with  the  Associauon  ......  101 

Account  with  the  Ladies*  Branch  Society* 121 

Account  of  Incidental  Expenses 141 

Annual  Summary  o(  Receipts  and  Expenditure  .  .  .  181 

III.  It  will  be  recollected,  that  the  Association  selected  as  an 
example,  is  supposed  to  have  been  established  in  June,  and  that  its 
first  regular  Monthly  Committee-meeting  was  held  on  the  9th  of 

*  Or  *•  with  tha  Auxiliary  Society,"  or  «<  Brandi  Society .*' 
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July.  But  local  circumstances  rendering  it  desirable  that  the 
Annual  General  Meetings  of  the  Society  with  which  it  is  connected 
shall  be  held  in  December,  the  accounts  in  all  the  following  Specie 
mens  are  made  up  to  that  period.  The^firsi  '<  Annual  Report"  of 
this  Association  consequently  embraces  half  a  year ;  but  its  subset 
quent  Reports  and  Statements  will  of  course  include  the  full  period 
of  twelve  months. 

IV.  In  some  Associations,  iheCash  Secretary  deducts  the  amount 
of  incidental  expenses  from  the  money  paid  in  by  the  Collectors, 
and  hands  over  the  balance  to  the  Treasurer.  This  plan  is  attended 
with  many  disadvantages,  and  is  inconsistent  with  the  strict  letter 
of  the  5tn  Rule  of  the  Association,  which  specifically  states,  that 
the  whole  of  the  contributioit^  shall  be  paid  to  the  Treasurer.  The 
following  mode  is,  therefore,  respectfully  but  strongly  recom- 
mended, not  only  as  being  more  consonant  with  the  regulation 
alluded  to,  but  as  being  the  more  simple,  and  attended  with  the 
least  trouble.  The  Cash  Secretary  furnishes  a  quarterly  account 
of  Incidental  Expenses  {See  Fourth  Specimen),  which  is  discharged 
by  the  Treasurer,  after  a  regular  Resolution  of  the  Committee  to 
that  effect. 

▼.  As  the  whole  of  the  heading  of  each  account  cannot,  with 
propriety,  be  printed,  for.  the  reasons  already  assigned  in  reference 
to  the  Collecting  Book,  the  Cash  Secretary  should  insert  the  parts 
printed  in  Italics.  The  whole  of  the  books  are  so  prepared,  as  to 
save  trouble,  as  far  as  possible,  to  the  Officers  and  Collectors. 

VI.  The  First  Specimen  exhibits  the  original  entry  of  the 
aggregate  Monthly  Collections,  and  forms  the  basis  of  all  the  subse- 
quent accounts  and  calculations.  Particular  care  should  therefore 
be  taken,  that  the  sums  are  correctly  and  legibly  uiserted,  and  that 
the  additions  are  checked  by  the  Bible  Secretary.  The  ^rsi  half 
of  the  Cash  Book  should  be  ruled  according  to  this  pattern,  as  the 
statement  of  the  original  receipts  should  precede  every  other 
account.  In  this  Specimen  the  receipts  of  two  months  only  are 
exhibited,  as  being  sufficient  to  illustrate  the  system ;  but  th&  Cash 
Boolris  so  constructed  as  to  contain  the  entries  of  six  months  on 
each  double  folio. 

VII.  The  Association  in  question  embraces  a  population  of 
about  10,000,  and  was  originally  divided  into  thirty- two  districts, 
to  which  six  others  have  been  subsequently  added.  As,  however, 
the  Specimen  is  a  complete  transcript  of  the  Cash  Book,  it  will  be 
evident  that  the  Monthly  Receipts  of  an  Association  divided  into 
thirty-two,  or  any  smaller  number  of  Districts,  may  be  entered  on 
one  folio  instead  of  two.  Blanks  may  be  left  between  the  last 
District  No.  imd  the  <<  Visitors,"  for  any  Districts  which  may  be 
hereafter  added  to  the  Association, 

.  vxxi.  The  names  of  the  Vi&iToas  (See  Observation  u  on  the  J3y- 
awSi  Section  ill.)  beins  inserted  in  the  list  of  the  Committee,  m 
e  Minute  Book,  their  rio.  only,  in  order  of  admission,  iii  entered 
here.     Their  collecting  books  and  bags  are  inscribed  accordingly. 
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IX.  The  word  *^  Collection"  refers  to  the  contributions  received 
At  the  doors,  at  the  close  of  the  General  Meetings;  which,  of  course, 
should  be  entered  under  the  head  of  ''  Free,"  as  reported  and  pcud 
in  by  the  Cash  Secretaiy,  at  the  Committee  succeeding  such  Gene- 
ral Meetinff. 

X.  A  reference  to  the  Obsenrations  on  No^vi.  will  explain  the 
meaning  of  the  words  <<  Bible  Secretary's  Transfers^*  at  the  foot  of 
this  Specimen ;  and  will  likewise  shew  that  this  entry  is  unnecessfuy 
where  two  or  more  Associations  are  not  connected  under  one  Auxi- 
liary or  Branch  Society. 

XI.  It  will  be  perceived  that  the  Collectofa  of  Dbtriet  No.  10 
did  not  present  any  report  to  the  Committee*meeting  in  August. 
In  this  case  it  became  the  duty  of  the  Minute  Secretary  to  send 
them  a  copy  of  the  Resolution  transcribed  in  Obsenration  xiii.  on 
No.  XI.  The  importance  of  regular  and  correct  Monthly  Reports 
cannot  be  too  strongly  enforced;  and  nothing  more  decisively  indi- 
cates the  decline  of  an  Association,  than  inattention  to  this  doty. 
Many  causes  may  prevent  the  personal  attendance  of  a  Collector  at 
a  Committee-meeting — thou^  this  is  always  to  be  deplored :  but  it 
is  difficult  to  imagine  a  case  of  inability  to  send  her  report  and  bag 
to  one  of  her  Colleagues,  or  to  the  Secretaries. 

XII.  llie  Sboomo  Spccimbn  is  little  more  than  a  duplicate  of  the 
account  in  theTRBAsuBBn's  Book  {No.  xxii.);  but  the  advantages  of 
such  a  duplicate  are  evident,  not  only  in  case  of  the  Treasurer's 
absence,  but  because  the  Cash  Secretary  should  always  possess  aft 
accurate  knowledge  of  the  state  of  the  funds  belonging  to  the 
Association.  It  will  be  perceived,  that  the  entries  on  the  d^it 
side  of  this  account  are  Uie  respective  monthly  aggregate  receipts 
fVom  the  district  collectors.  Some  Associations  Open  another 
account,  wiUi  the  '<  Cash  Secretary  :**  but  this  additional  trouble  is 
rendered  wholly  unnecessary,  by  the  separation  of  the  <*  Free  Con* 
tributions,"  and  '«  Bible  Subscriptions,  as  in  this  Specimen.  The 
only  account  required  with  the  Cash  Secretary  i«  that  of  '<  Inci- 
dental Expenses  ;*'  as  she  pays  over  the  whole  of  the  Monthly  Re* 
ceipts  to  the  Treasurer,  at  her  earliest  convenience  after  every 
Committee-meeting. 

XIII.  The  Thirb  Speciiien  is  a  dopliciate  of  the  account  which 
is  kept  by  the  Cash  Secretary  of  the  Ladies  Branch  Society.*  The 
advantages  of  it  are  similar  to  those  just  adverted  to.  By  adiHnr 
together  the  Monthly  Balances  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  »ala 
of  the  Branch  Society,  the  state  of  the  funds  of  the  Association  is 
instantly  ascertained.  It  will  be  observed,  by  the  last  entry  on  the 
credit  side  of  this  account,  that  the  Committee,  at  the  meeting 
immediately  preceding  the  Annual  Meeting,  voted  the  whole  of  tlitf 
balance  then  standing  at  their  credit   to  the  Branch  Society*  *^  far 

•  Or,  in  reference  to  AMOciatioiis  not  thus  comiccted,  by  the  Secretiries  of 
the  Auxiliary  (or  Branch)  Society. 
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the  ^neral  object  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society;*'  having 
previously  ascertained,  by  the  Report  of  the  Bible  Secretary,  that 
the  stock  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  on  hand  was  adequate  to  the 
supply  of  all  the  subscribers  then  on  the  books.  This,  the  author 
would  respectfully  submit,  is  an  example  worthy  of  imitation ;  and 
he  gladly  embraces  this  opportunity,  of  bearing  his  feeble  testimony 
to  the  liberality  and  zeal  of  the  numerous  Ladies*  Bible  Associations 
wliidi  have  thus  contributed  to  the  funds,  and  increased  the  use- 
fulness of  the  Pkvrent  Institution.  Amongst  these,  the  Associations 
of  Colchester,  Southwark,  SorTHAMPTOv,  Reading,  Poole, 
Westminster,  Liverpool,  Edinburgh,  Exeter,  Plymouth, 
and  HacknaV,*  with  several  of  minor  importance,  demand  honou- 
rable mention ;  and,  if  many  others  have  not  yei  found  themselves  at 
liberty  to  transmit  a  portion  of  their  funds  for  the  same  great  object, 
it  is  because  their  local  necessities  have  required  a  more  exclusive 
appropriation  of  them.  In  proportion  as  these  wants  shall  be  sup- 
plied, so  will  their  interest  in  the  general  and  foreign  object  of  the 
Society  be  manifested ;  and  it  should  never  be  forgotten,  that  the 
primary  claim  on  Bible  Associations  is  urged  from  the  habitations 
Q(our  own  d^tUute  poor.  Let  these,  then,  be  first  sapplied;  let 
the  heavenly  beam,  reflected  from  the  sacred  page^ irradiate  the  cot- 
tages of  our  native.land :  but  let  it  still  be  remembered,  that  the 
smallest  Bible  Association  is  a  constituent  part  of  that  Society, 
whose  field  of  labour  is  the  world  ;  and  that  the  light  of  Reve- 
lation must  shine  on  <*  the  dark  places  of  the  earthy"*  and  illuminate 
every  shore  of  every  land,  before  its  object  shall  be  accomplished. 

XIV.  The  account, of  which  the  Fourth  Spbcimbm  is  a  transcript, 
is  made  up  quarterly.  The  Cash  Secretary  presento  a  copy  of  the 
P'.  side  to  the  Committee ;  and  a  Resolution  aimiiar  to  the  follow- 
ing is  adopted ;  viz  :— 

«*  That  the  Treasurer  be  requested  to  pay  to  the  Cash  Secretary 
the  sum  of  Ss.  Qd.^  being  the  amount  of  tier  disbursements  for  the 
Association  during  the  last  three  months." 

3tv.  The  advantages  of  the  Summary,  which  constitutes  the  Fifth 
Specimsn,  are  evident,  especially  in  reference  to  the  Annual  Re- 
port of  the  Association,  and  as  exhibiting  at  one  view  its  com-- 
parative  advance  or  declension.  As  this  Association  is  supposed 
to  have  been  established  in  June,  and  to  hold  its  Annual. Meeting 
in  December,  blanks  are  necessarilv  left  opposite  to  the  first  six 
inontlis,  in  this  summary,  which  will  be  avoided  in  future. 

»    ■■ 
•••  A  few  blank  pages  are  left  at  the  end  of  the  Cash  Book,  for  any 
remarks  or  additional  statements  that  the  Cash  Secretary  may 
wish  to  make. 


•  It  would  be  uBJust  to  omil  tuting,  that  the  Hac^kit  Ladin'  AMOcUtioo, 
establialied  in  Julf  1818,  bat  already  ctntribated  three  hundred  and  Jlfty 
pounds  in  aid  of  th«  general  purposes  or  the  Parent  Institution^  besides  ex- 
pending two  hundred  pounds  in  supplying  the  local  wants  of  the  h«ly  scriptnrw^ 
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FIRST  SPECIMEN 

OVTHB 

MONTHLY  BECEIWS  FROM  THE  DISTRICT  COIXECTORa. 


[T 

0  occupy  from  Folio  1  to  Folio  100.] 

District 

Committee,  9lA  ofJmfy. 

Committm,  ISik  of  ^mgmtL     1 

Fne. 

fiiblM. 

ToteL 

Free. 

Bibles. 

Totel. 

£.     #.    d 

£.    #.     d 

/.    #.     d 

£,    9,     d 

t: .  d 

£.     #.        4£ 

1. 

1.    5.10 

.   9.   0 

1.    7.10 

1.    0.   5 

.10. 7 

1,11.   0 

«. 

9.18.   4 

.  0.   7 

9.18.11 

.    4.   0 

.10. 9 

.14.   9 

S. 

I.    9.   0 

.   1.  4 

1.   3.   4 

.   0.  0 

.   6.   5 

.   6.   5 

4. 

1.    3.   6 

.    1.   8 

1.   5.   9 

.    9.   9 

.   5.  0 

.    7-   9 

5. 

1.15.   8 

.   0.   4 

1.16.   0 

.19.10 

.   0.  0 

.12.10 

6. 

.   0.   6 

.    1.11 

.   9.   5 

.   5.   3 

.    9.   2 

.   7.   5 

7. 

•    1.   4 

.    1.   3 

.    9.   7 

.   3.   0 

.   4.   3 

.   7.   3 

a 

9.13.    9 

.   9.11 

3.   3.    1 

.   7.   7 

•   3.   0 

.10.    7 

9. 

3.15.   8 

.  0.11 

3   16.   7 

.   5.   0 

.   4.10 

.   9.10 

10. 

.18.    9 

.   9.   4 

1.   0.   6 

.   0.  0 

.   0.   0 

.  0.   0 

11. 

1.    1.   6 

.    1.   4 

1.   9.10 

.   3.   7 

.19.   6 

.16.    1 

19. 

1.16.   4 

.    1.    3 

1.17.   7 

.   S.   S 

.    1.   9 

.  5.  0 

IS. 

.19.10 

.   9.    2 

.15.   0 

.   4.   4 

.   3.   9 

.   7-   6 

14. 

9.    0.    2 

.   0.10 

9.    1.   0 

.    1.   4 

.  3.   9 

.   5.    1 

15. 

.10.    9 

.   0.11 

.11.   1 

.   6.   6 

.   3.   5 

.  9-11 

16. 

1.13.   6 

.    5.   9 

1.18.   8 

.   0.   6 

.   7.   9 

.   8.   3 

17. 

.   8.    7 

.    0.    1 

.   8.   8 

.   6.10 

.   0.   9 

.   7.   0 

1& 

.16.   6 

.    5.   4 

1.    1.10 

.   4.10 

.   8.    5 

.13.   3 

19. 

1.   9.   4 

.   0.   4 

1.   9.   8 

-19.   5 

.    9.   0 

I.    1.  5 

90. 

5.   0.   8 

.   5.   5 

5.   6.    1 

l.ll.   1 

.   4.   0 

I    15.    1 

91. 

.11.  4 

.    9.   6 

.13.10 

.   9.   4 

.10.   7       .19. Ill 
.10.  4       .15.    01 

'22. 

.   S.   8 

.   3.   0 

.   6.   8 

.   4.   8 

93. 

.16.10 

.   S.   0 

•19.10 

.   4.   6 

.10.    1 

.14.    7 

94. 

I.IS.   9 

.   0.   3 

1.14.   0 

.    9.   4 

.    1.  3 

.   3.    7 

95. 

.   0.   0 

.    1.   3 

.    1.   3 

.   0.  4 

.  3.11 

.   4.    3 

96. 

.    9.11 

.    9.   6 

.   5.   5 

.    9.   9 

.   8.  9 

.10.11 

97. 

.   0,   8 

.    1.11 

•  9.   7 

-10.   5 

.15.   5 

I.   5.10 

9a 

.   0.   6 

.   3.   9 

.   4.   3 

.    0.   3 

.   4.   6 

.   4.    9 

99. 

.    5.    9 

.   0.   8 

.  5.10 

.   0.  3 

.    1.   8 

.    1.11 

SO. 

1.18.   3 

•    7.   0 

9.  5.  3 

.    1.   5 

.   4.   4 

.   5.   9 

SI. 

.   5.   6 

.    0.    7 

.  6.    1 

.    1.  4> 

.    3.   9 

.   4.    9 

S9. 

.   0.    9       .   0.   61 

.  0.   8 

.    9.   S 

.    9.   0 

.   4.   3 

K«ai0ri\r«.  1. 

•       • 

.   9.    8 

-   9.   8 

ymtarNo.t. 

Transfers  i 

CMieetion  . . 

Total  .  . 

J6.I5;   6 

3.19.   0  40.   7.    6 

9.    4.    1 

8.   9. Ill 

17,  14.   0 

,^act.  Ti]        Miun  or  thb  books  and  PAPSKa. 
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Simul  Spednen  of  the  Camm  Book. 


SECOND  SPECIMEN 

•FTU 

tHE  TfeEASURER'S  ACCOUNT  WITH  THE  ASSOClATKilf. 
[To  occupy  from  Polio  101  to  Folio  ISal 

.•- "  I?J! 

D^*     The  Treasurer,  in  account  with  the  Charles'  Association.     C^ 


1819. 


01  .. 


81  ... 
llApl 


90  ... 
8  Opt, 


31  .^ 


90  ..• 
lOlkc* 


To  Cask  • . .  Free  . . 

For  Bihlet  . . 

£ 

Balance  m  hand . . 
Cath  . . .  Froe  . . 

/. 

BaUnee  in  hand . 
CoM    ...  Frte, 
For  Bibles . 
£, 

Balaneeinhandm* 
Oak  .  • .  Frtt . . 

£. 

Bahnee  in  hand . . 

Cash  •  . .  Free  . . 

JFVir  ^t^lef  . . 

£. 

Balance  in  hand .  • 

Cash  . . .  Free  . . 

For  Bibles  • . 


£.    s.    d. 

1819. 

36.15.   6 

Il/«i5f 

5.13.  0 

51  ... 

51^11^. 

40.    7.    6 

10.    7.   € 

9.    4.    ] 

8.    9.11 

28.    1.  6 

28.    1.   6 

155^. 

11.19.  a 

19.18.    ] 

50  ... 
11  Oct. 

59.18.   9 

9.15.  3 

5.  7..1 

31  ... 

11.  5.  8 

IGKov, 

26  .    8.0 

1.8.  0 

9.  8.   9 

30  ... 

17.17.  0 

11D0C. 

28.15.  9 

1.18.   9 

4.12.11 

17  .- 

U. 16.10 

18.  0.   6 

Bjf  Payment  toBranch  50 
Balanee  its  hand ,  • 

BaUmeeinhamd 


Paytaentto  Branch 
2>.  to  Cash  Secretary 
Balance  in  hand.. 

£ 

Payment  to  Branch 


28.   1.  5 


50.  0.  O 

.  5.  6 

9.15.  5 


59.18.   9 


}  Branch  S7 


Payment  to 
Balance  in  hand . . 


Payment  to  Branch 
D*.  to  Cash  Secretary 


£,     e.  d- 
o.  o 

10.. 71.  8 


25.  0.  O 
1.  8.  O 


26.   8.   O 


28.15.   9 


18.  f .  6 


17M  December,  1819* 

Called  over  with  the  Treastster'e  Book,         W.  ^T.  }^^^^ 
and  found  correct.  A.  2.  $  '*'»««'^ 


HH 
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XAD1B8   BIBLE  80CISTIBC* 


[eajkr.  tii. 


Tktrd  Specimen  of  the  Ca«h  Book. 


THIRD  SPECIMEN 

•TH£  ACCOUNT  BETWEEN  THE  ASSOCIATION  AND  THS 
LADIES*  BRANCH  SOCIETY. 

[To  occapy  from  Folio  181  to  Folio  14a) 


121 

D'.  The  UtUes*  Branch  of  the  P^tnouth,  tfc.  Auxiliary  Sodefy.  C. 

1819. 

£,   e.d 

1819. 

£.  e.d. 

.11/% 

T9  0atk^Tna$Mrer 

80.  0.0 

14Jii% 

B^Baies^fcasj^l 
Invoice,  No»  1. ) 

27.  8.0 

BaUmet  Ai«  •  • . . 

SlAug. 
14Ap<. 

Baiance 

jf. 
BaUneedmc  •  •  • . 

BibUs,  tcasy^l 
Jn9oiee,No.9.S 

2.14.0 

80.  0.0 

80.  0.0 

SI  ... 

2  .14.0 

2.14  O 

tftjlig. 

8  .14.0 

1.  5.7 

19Sept. 

50.  0.0 

16... 

DUto^DiitthNoJS. 

.11.8 

SO  ... 

DUto^DiUo^No.^ 

7.16.7 

£. 

50... 
16  Oct. 

£. 

BiUee^^nerl 

Inmnee,N6.5.S 

45.  0.4 

58.14J) 

52.14.0 

80... 

48.  0.4 

r 
6.  9.0 

11  Oct. 

Ouk^Tnaturer 

25.  0.0 

28... 

DiUe^DUia^oS, 

0.  e.8 

£. 

Balance  due  »,.  . 

81  ... 

19.^09 

Bakmee  due  .... 

£. 

BibUs,  fe.  at  1^1 
JntHnce,Ila.f.S 

61.  4.8 

68.  0.4 

68.  0.4 

81  .«. 

81.  4.8 

90.  5.9 

l«JVb». 

CmA  Y  Treasurer 

97.  0.0 

26... 

DUio^Diii9,If9J8, 

17.10.5 

£> 
Balance  due 

80... 
17Dre., 

Balance  due  .... 

£. 
Vote/or  GenLOb^^ 

50.  8.6 

88.  4.8 

88.  4.8 

ao... 

50.  8.8 

^ 

llZke. 

Cask  1^  Trensurer 
£. 

18.  0.0 

feci  if  British  and]' 
For.  Bibie  Society  ,^ 

£. 

68.  8.6 

68.  8.6 

68.  8.6 

I7tk  December, 

Bmntinedan 

I819.*. 
idfiundcc 

^rreci* 

::il-^ 

i0fs* 

In  other  BiUe  Ataoeietiona,  tbli  ecoouat  wUl  be  betwetn  the 


■.V.J 


70RM8  OF  THS  BOOKS  AND  WAFERS. 
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f^rik  Specimen  of  the  Qabu  Book. 


FOURTH  SPECIMEN 

OPTHS 

eM^  Koirtu 

THE  CASH  8ECRKTART*S  ACCOUNT  OP  INCIDENTAL  BXPEN8B& 
ITo  occupy  from  FoKo  14!  to  Folio  180.] 

Ui 

D^     llie  Cash  Secretary  of  the  Charles'  Bibfe  i\s8ociation.      Cn 


1819 


B9emf9dJromTr9aawrtr\ 


17  Am. 


0.3.6 


Ai 


619. 
II 


0.<l.6 


0.3.6 


0.3.6 


lOei. 

8  ... 
IliVoo. 
10 


Pottage 

Afetsefigtr 

PeqmramdPmu 

Grafmip  to  Seroanffw  f 


Paidftrmtw  Coffeeiing  \ 
Bag9 5 

PotUigM 

PorUrage  qf  Parctl . . . . 

Ui 


0.0.  f 
0.  8 

0.1.  4 

Q.l.  0 


Jhe.  Gratmig  U  Skrvtmt  . 


0.3.  6 
0.1.4 


O.O.  4 
Q.0.10 
0.1.  0 

o.iTs 


*«*  K  will  readily  be  peroeired,  that  this  account  does  not  include  the  In- 
cidental  Expenses  attending  the  eHahiitkmeni  of  the  Association,  for  hooks, 
papers,  Ac  These  were  demijed  hy  the  Auxiuabt  Society ;  and  the  antltor 
sespectfiilly  recommends  a  similar  mode  of  proceeding  in  all  such  cases. 
This  judicious  and  well-timed  liberality  relieves  the  funds  of  the  in&nt  Asso- 
ciation, and  strengthens  the  bonds  which  wiite  it  to  its  immediate  Parent  In. 
sSitution. 

But  it  should  be  distinctly  understood,  that  this  act  of  liherality  cannot  he 
repeated ;  and  that  all  tuhUgmtmt  expenses  must  be  defrayed  out  of  the 
scgular  ftmds  of  the  Association,  the  Committee  of  which  should  be  9ta^ 
taught  to  depend  on  their  own  resomces  exdusiTely. 


HBi 
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LAmXS*  BIBLB  iOCISTlBt. 


[crfAP.  Vlt^ 


f^h  Sptdmen  of  the  Cash  Book. 


FIFTH  SPECIMEN 

or  THS 

ANNUAL  SUMMARY  OF  RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURE. 

iTo  ooctipy  from  FoKo  181  to  Folio  190»] 


181                                       ANNUAL  SUMMARY. 

AXOUXT  RECISTED.                  | 

oflnd. 

dental 

Bxpeases. 

1819. 

Months. 

Free 

CoDtribu. 

tions. 

For  Bibles 
A^  Testa. 

menta. 

TotaL 

Amount 
paid  to  the 
•  Branch. 

Ammmtof 
Bibles,&c 
received. 

r(Afid  for 
Genecml 
Object. 

£.<.</ 

£.     «.     <^ 

£.      «.    d 

JL       B.     d 

£.    s.    <f. 

£.    s.   d 

JL  $,  I 

JoBuarr   .  . 

Febniaiy.  . 

March  •  •  . 

I 

April  .... 

May   ...  . 

June  .  •  •  . 

July   .... 

S6.U.    « 

3 .  li  •    ^ 

40.    7.  6 

3d  .  0  .  0 

27.     6.  0 

August  .  .. . 

9.    4.    1 

8.    9.11 

17  .  14.  C 

SepUaubw  . 

h  .  19.    s 

19.18.     1 

31  .  17  .  3 

5D  .  0.  0 

9.  13.  8 

0.  3.6 

October.  .  . 

5.    7.     I 

11  .    6.    8 

16.  IS.  ,9 

85  .  0.  C 

6.  15.  8 

Norember  . 

9.    8.    9 

17.17.    0 

27.    5.9 

27  .  _0  .  C 

37  .  16.  2 

December. . 

4.1S.  n 

U  .  16.  lo'i  16.    9.  J 

18.  0.  ( 

68.  8.  6 

0.  s.c 

0.  7.« 

77.    7.    6 

78.  19.    6150.    7.  C 

150.  0  .  ( 

81.  11.  6 

68.  8.  6 

fgtid  Amonatieo^ved  thie  Yeart«8aiboT» £.150.7.0 

D*.         paid  thii  Year  .    ..........      150  .  T  .  0 


mADccettaervlSid. 
E±mmHik^  t»d  flund  ctfrrect. 


jt.Z. 


Am  HmrM 


*  Or,  in  other  Associations,  to  the  Auxiilaiy  (or  Branch)  Society,  with  which 
they  are  rcspccttvcly  connected. 
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Olwwi  mruaii  on  the  Fsas  CovTAkBUToi/i'  Book. 
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NO.  XVI,— tFREe  contributors'  book. 

I.  In  this  Book  is  inserted  the  name  of  every  individual  who  con- 
tributes, either  by  donation  or  periodical  subscription,  to  the  funds 
of  the  Association,  without  requiring  a  Bible  or  Testament.  The 
advantages  of  keeping  such  a  register,  distinct  from  that  of  the 
Bible  8ub«icriber8,  are  suffieiently  evident. 

i^.  It  is  not  pecessarv  to  pa^e  this  book*  The  Nos.  should  be 
continued  uninterruptedly  throughout :  thus,  the  first  No.  on  the 
second  page  of  the  book  from  which  this  Specimen  is  extracted,  is 
27.  B^  this  plan  the  Ca&h  Secretary  has  only  to  look  at  the  last 
entry,  m  order  to  ascertain  the  ioial  numb^t  o£  free  contributors 
since  the  establishment  of  the  Association*  To  know  the  precise 
number  at  any  given  period,  it  is  only  necessary  to  subtract  from 
the  No.  of  the  last  entry,  the  number  of  those  who  have-  declined^ 
reftnoved,  and  been  transferred ;  and  the  remainder  is  the  answer 
required. 

III.  It  sometimes  happens,  thaf  individuals  among  the  labouring 
classes,  either  from  not  'bavin'^  had  the  term  **free  *'  clearly  ex- 
plained to  them,  or  from  a  subsequent  diange  of  mind,  wish  to  . 
receive  a  Bible  .or  Testament,  although  they  have  been  ent^red  as 
free  contributors.  All  such  cases  are  specified  by  the  Collectors 
ia  their  Monthly  Reports ;  and  thi^y  are  then  "  transferred  to  the 
Bible  Secretary,"  as  in  the  instance  No.  22  in  this  Specimen. 
These  cases  are  of  unfrequent  occurrence,  especially  where  the 
Bible  Subscribers'  Cards  have  been  introduced ;  but  thpy  should 
always  be  nyet  by  the  most  prompt  and  cheerful  acquiescence  on 
the  part  of  the  Collectors. 

IV.  The  blanks  under  the  year  1820,  opposite  to  Nos.  20  and  2S, 
are  left,  because  the  Collectors  of  the  Districts  Nos.  2  and  S  have 
not  reported  whether  these,  contributors  continue  their  support* 
When  this  information  shall  be  furnished,  and  the  rate  of  subscrip* 
tipn  specified,  the  requisite  entries  will  be  made. 

V.  This  Specimen  only  contains  the  entries  of  two  years ;  but 
the  Free  Coatributors*  Book  is  calculated  to  contain  those  of  si» 
years.  The  figures  denoting  the  year  are  inserted  by.  thie  Cad| 
Secretary. 

VI.  The  advantages  attendant  on  a  quarterly  examination  of  the 
books,  by  calling  them  over  with  tlie  Collectors,  are  so  numerous 
apd  evident,  that  it  seems  only  necessary  to  allude  to  them..  In  a 
well-organized  Committee,  the  entries  of  the  preceding  three  months 
may  be  called  over  within  an  hour :  and  it  is  respectfully,  but 
eatnesdy  submitted,  that  the  appropriation  of  foiir  hours  annually, 
to^  eAsure  the  regularity  of.  the  accounts,  and  correct  any  inad- 
vertencfi,  cannot  be  a  misappUcation  of  the  time. — See  Observa* 
iion  VIII.  on  No.  li. 
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Spedmen  of  the  Fkbs  CoirrKixuToms*  Book. 


SPEeiMEN. 


No. 


1. 

& 
J. 

4. 
6. 
& 

r. 

8. 

9. 
10. 
M. 
13. 
13. 
U 
]& 
1& 
17. 

la. 

10. 
90. 
91. 
99. 

93. 
94. 
9ft. 
98. 


to 

■ubaoribe. 


/•i/yS. 


CoBtribnton' NuBM. 


Mri.K,  WUHammm 
J,W.mik9 

a  w,ma§§ 

XD,mikw 

Mr9.Ikm 

mft*  BtfOtnim  •  •  •  •  • 
MaHerR  WtUt,.. 
Matter  V.  WtiU... 
Mr9.JDmidBoa.... 

Mn.  NoreoU 

Mr,  B.  Demekaw, . . 
Mr$.H.IhmMkaw.. 
Mtuier  J.  Demkmo 

Mr»,  Sbmtkw9 

Jfrv.  RMdeer 

C(9»tem  (kotn 

DmmdGon 

HlnnyWalter9..., 
WiUioMHaHoH  ... 

EUtaBacim 

JehnHMl 

Hatmak  JoUingt . . . 
Miu  /.  DenMhaw  . . 
MaryUMard.... 
Charles  Nenoman . . 


Naof 
dktrict 


Soft 


1819. 

Contribntioii. 


1.  1 


9.  9. 
..  4. 

..  1. 

..10. 

1.  1. 


1820. 

CootribidiaB* 


£.M,4L 

1. 1.  • 

8 

..  ..  f 
.-  ..  1 

..  ..  1 

..  ..  I 
.  .1.  1 
..  ..  I 

..  ..  r 
•.  ..  1 
..  ..  I 
..  ..  f 
•.  ..I 
.• ..  1 


9.  9.  p 
I.  1.  0 

•  >  •  •  6 

I.  0.  e 

wWi^fwnr&e  tB> 
mMffSeerctvf./ 


I.  » 
10.  ft 


Mwcr.  tJ        formb  ot  thb  boou  and  tjspem.  .  Vl\ 

Obiemtunis  on  the  Cash  SKcmsTAmr's  Movtiut  Statxmxvt. 


'       KO.  XTII«— CASH  8SCRBTARY  S  MONTHLY  STATEMENT. 

I.  This  statement  should  be  presented  to  every  Cooimittee- 
meetings  immediately  aAer  the  Minutes  of  the  preceding  meeting 
have  been  disposed  or,  and  before  the  Report  of  the  Bible  Secretary 
is  called  for.  The  paper  on  which  the  form  is  printed  is  about  the 
same  size  as  the  Specimen.  When  the  Cash  Secretary  has  filled 
in  the  several  returns,  she  procures  the  Treasurer's  signature  to  th€ 
totement. 

II.  As  it  would  be  impossible  for  the  Cash  Secretary  to  include 
the  money  received,  and  the  particulars  reported  by  the  Collectors^ 
in  the  current  month,  this  statement  is  made  up  without  any  re- 
ference to  these  particulars,  and  is  a  Report  of  the  funds,  &c.  of 
the  Association  on  the  day  preceding  the  Committee-meeting.  It 
will  be  perceived  that  the  returns,  Nos.  1,  2, 9,  4,  and  5«  are  ex- 
tracted Trom  the  '^  Annual  Summary  ;*'  No.  6,  from  the  account 
^ith  the  '^  Ladies'  Branch  ;'*  and  No.  7,  from  the  •<  Treasurer's** 
account  in  the  **  Cash  Book  ;*'  and  that  the  answers  under  the  re- 
maining heada  are  supplied  by  the  '*  Free  Contributors*  Book." 
As  the  statement,  of  which  this.  Specimen  is  a  transcript,  was 
delivered  previous  to  the  first  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Association, 
the  returns  to  Nos.  1  and  2,  and  to  Nos.  4  and  5,  are  respectively 
the  same  amount.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  observe,  that  this 
will  not  be  the  case  o/ifer  the  first  Annual  Meeting. 

III.  The  advantages  to  be  derived  from  this  Monthly  Statement 
ftre  numerous.  It  serves  as  a  general  check  to  all  the  accounts,  as 
.well  as  to  the  Collectors'  Reports ;  is  a  guide  to  the  Committee  with 

respect  to  votes  for  the  general  object ;  and  gratifies  the  membevSt 
1>y  a  clear  and  correct  view  of  the  state  of  their  Association. 


*•*  In  Associations  not  connected  with  a  Ladies*  Branch,  the  term 
"  Auxiliary  (or  Branch)  Society*'  is  inserted  by  the  Cash 
Secretary. 
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SPECIMEN. 
Charles'  Labibs'  Biblb  AaaociATiON. 

ICash  SxcmsTAKT's  Monthlj  Statement;  presented  lOth  of  Deeemhtr,  1819^ 


6tats  or  VBS  Amoczatiov  oir  thx  9ik  or  i}eeemker^  1919. 

Toial 


I.  ABMNiat  reoeiTed  this  Year  :— 

In  finee  Omtributions 

Subfcriptioni  £or  BtUea,  fto.    ... 

9.  Ammmt  reodved  ainee  the  egtohHahtnent :— 
In  free  Contributions     ..... 
BabKOf^km  fiir  Bibles,  Ac    .    .    . 

Anoant  paid  to  LmHe^  Bramek'^ 
S.    ■'     Since  the  last  Committee     .    .    . 

4.  Sinoe  the  last  Amiual  Meetiag     . 

9^         Since  the  establishment   .... 

C  Bakttoe  now  due  b^  the  LtuHst*  Branch 

7.  Balance  now  in  the  Treasurer's  hands   . 

Total  due  to  the  Assodi^on    .    . 


r«  •  u .  7 

61 .    9 . S 


79  .  14  .  7 
61.    9.8 


ISa.lT.S 


1S9.    0.0 


132  .    0.0 


50.  s.i 

1 .  13 .  0 


59. 


•.  Total  Number  of  Free  Cantributors  shice  the  estaUishifkent 


9. 
10. 
11. 
19. 

18. 


Number  of  those  ifho  hare  declined     .  .  . 

Number  of  those  who  have  remoyed     •  .  . 

Number  transfierred  to  Bible  Secretary  .  . 

•Number  txans&tred  by  Tickets     .    .  .  . 

Number  now  contributing 


19 
6 
3 

10 
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31 
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•  Where  the  plan  of  **  Transfer  Tickets  "  is  not  adoptcdt  this  bead  should  he 
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Obaervations  on  the  Bibi.x  Book. 


The  following  are  the  Books,  &c.  which  belong  to  the 
BiBLtt  Secretary's  department. 

NO.  XVin. — BIBLE  BOOK. 

I.  As  the  **  Cash  Book**  is  exclusively  appropriated  to  the  pe- 
cuniary transactions  of  the  Association,  so  the  *'  Bible  Book*'  is 
designed  to  concentrate  all  the  recjuisite  information,  and  state- 
ments, relative  to  the  receipt  and  delivery  of  Bibles  and  Testaments ; 
for  which  purpose,  alone,  it  should  be  used.  Like  the  '*  Cash 
Book,  '*  it  is  ruled  in  different  forms,  the  respective  intents  of  which 
will  be  illustrated  by  the  Specimens  subjoined. 

II.  It  has  already  been  respectfully  recommended,  that  the 
duties  of  the  Cash  and  Bible  Secretaries  should  be  kept  entirely 
distinct.  Considerable  inconvenience  has  arisen  from  Introducing 
one  of  the  Cash  Accounts  into  the  ^*  Bible  Book,'*  the  object  of 
which  is  totally  different ;  and  as  the  simplicity  of  the  plan,  and  its 
adaptation  to  the  end  designed,  constitute  its  only  merit,  whatever 
fend.s  to  a  contrary  effect,  by  giving  additional  trouble  to  tha 
Secretaries,  should  be  carefully  avoided.  For  the  same  reason,  as 
well  as  to  prevent  a  considerable  and  unavoidable  waste  of  paper, 
it  18  recommended,  that  neither  this  Book,  nor  the  **  Free  Con- 
tributors' Book,"  be  cut  alphabetically  (as  is  the  case  in  some 
Associations),  but  that  the  names  be  entered  precisely  as  they 
stand  in  the  Collectors'  Monthly  Reports.  The  First  Specimxit 
will  more  fully  illustrate  the  subject. 

'  III.  As  it  is  from  this  Book  that  the  Bible  Secretary  makes  up 
the  Monthly  Report  of  Receipts,  Deliveries,  Stock  in  hand,  &c.,  it 
should  be  always  kept  posted.  This  duty  may  be  easily  fulfilled  ia 
one  hour  monthly,  aiter  the  commencement  of  an  Association,  pro- 
i^ided  attention  be  paid  to  the  hints  now  submitted.  The  Observa- 
tion V.  on  No.  XVI.  is  equally  applicable  here. 

IV.  The  First  Specimen  will  explain  the  purpose  to  which  the 

£  eater  part  of  this  book  is  appropriated ; — that  of  a  Register  of  all 
e  individuals  who  subscribe  for  Bibles  and  Testaments,  with  every 
requisite  information  relative  to  their  supply.  The  numbers  should 
be  continued  uninterruptedly :  thus  the  first  number  on  the  second 
page  is  27.  In  order  to  ascertain  the  total  number  of  subscribers 
for  Bibles  and  Testaments  since  the  establishment,  it  is  only  neces- 
9fctj  to  look  at  tlie  number  of  the  last  entry ;  and  by  subtracting 
from  such  number,  the  number  of  those  who  have  declined,  and  been 
transferred,  and  supplied,  the  precise  number  of  subscribers  at  any 
given  period  is  immediately  known. 

'  V.  it  will  be  evident,  that  the  entries  in  the  three  first  columns, 
sAer  the  numbers,  are  copied  from  the  Collectors*  Monthhr  Reports  j 
diose  in  the  remaining  columns  are  inserted  at  the  time  the  Bible  of 
Testament  is  delivered,  and  are  transcribed  from  the  Check  or 
Ticket  given  by  the  Collector  to  the  Subscriber,  and  presented  by 
tlie  latter  to  the  Bible  Secretary.  These  entries  shoidd  always  be 
made  before  the  Bible  or  Testament  is  delivered.  Th^  siitMcribers 
Nos.  1^  2, 17|  18, 19,  ^,  21,  22,  and  %i,  i^Qt  having  yet  com- 
|Aeted  their  lubscriptions,  bl^k^  ace  Ifft'  opposite  to  Qieir  uam^ 
in  the  last  three  columns. 

'JlWWhltcW-aadptt  thF'pW  of.p^blW  Mllrtiuilwi, 
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consequently,  all  the  Bibles  and  Testaments  specified  were  delivered 
on  the  same  day,  with  the  exception  of  Nos.  S,  23»  and  25 ;— the 
first  a  sailor,  going  on  a  voyage,  who  paid  up  his  subscription,  and 
was  immediately  supplied ;  the  last  a  servant-maid,  about  to  leave 
ihe  town:  and  the  circumstances  attending  No.  23»  have  been 
already  detailed  in  the  observations  on  No.  viii.  It  will  be  ob* 
served,  that  all  the  subscribers  entered  in  this  Specimen  paid  the 
€05/  price  for  their  Bibles  and  Testaments,  except  Nos.  5  and  13. 
One  of  these  was  out  of  work,  and  offered  to  become  a  free  coa« 
tributor  when  she  got  a  situation :  the  other  was  a  widow,  with  a 
large  family,  destitute  of  the  Scriptures,  and  extremely  anxious  to 
possess  them. 

vf  I.  It  will  be  found  to  save  considerable  trouble  to  the  Bible 
Secretary,  and  facilitate  the  preparation  of  the  Monthly  Report, 
if  the  letter  C  be  annexejd  to  the  names  of  those  subscribers  who 
pay  the  cost  prices,  as  in  this  Specimen. 

VIII.  About  twenty  folios  at  the  end  of  the  book  are  ruled  accord^ 
ing  to  the  Second  Specimen  ;  the  design  of  which  will  be  now 
explained.  With  every  parcel  of  Bibles  and  Testaments,  the  Bible 
Secretary  should  receive  a  regular  Invoice  or  Bill  of  Parcels  {See 
Specimen  C,  page  18S),  which  she  should  immediately  compare  with, 
the  books,  and  examine  the  calculations. — If  all  be  correct,  she 
should  fold  and  indorse  it,  inscribing  the  number  in  large  characteii». 
to  promote  facility  of  reference.  If  any  error  be  detected,  the 
invoice  should  be  immediately  returned  to  the  Secretary  or  Depo- 
sitary from  whom  it  was  received,  that  it  may  be  rectified. 

iz.  Each  description  of  Bible  and  Testament  should  be  carefully 
kept  distinct ;  and  if  the  Bible  Secretary  be  not  well  acquainted 
with  the  various  sorts,  it  may  save  her  some  trouble,  as  well  as  pre- 
vent errors,  if  she  have  one  copy  of  each  kind  marked,  inside  the  cover^ 
to  which  she  may  refer.  Many  Bible  Secretaries  mark  in  pencil  every 
copy  they  receive,  with  the  letters  which  denote  the  description. 

X.  Having  placed  the  Bibles  and  Testaments  in  the  Depository^ 
the  Bible  Secretary  should  immedialtly  enter  the  particulars  on  the 
'^Rbcbivbd'*  side  of  this  account;  and  marking  the  Invoice 
'*  Entered"  with  her  initials,  transmit  it  to  her  colleague,  the  Cask 
Secretary,  who  enters  the  amount  to  the  credit  cs  the  Ladies* 
Branch  Society,*  and  files  the  invoice* 

XI.  It  will  be  remarked,  that  the  <<  Deliveries''  are  entered 
monthly,  so  as  to  exhibit  the  actual  state  of  the  Depository  on  tha 
day  preceding  every  Committee-meeting.  The  Bible  Secretary 
diould  have  two  files,  or  two  divisions  in  the  drawer  appropriated  Uf 
the  tickeU ;  one  labelled  '<  Delivery  Tickets,''  and  the  other  <«  De- 
livery Tickets  ifus  month**  When  the  Bible  Secretary  makes  up  her 
Monthly  Report,  the  latter  should  be  added  to  the  former. 

Blank  columns  are  left  for  the  insertioa  of  the  receipts  and 
delivery  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  in  foreign  languages^  or  in  tha 
Welch,  Gaelic,  Irish,  or  Manks ;  and  the  Bible  Secretary  inserts  the 
appropriate  headiiuz  where  necessary.  The  comparative  infrequencjr 
of  such  issues  by  English  Bible  Associations  predudet  the 
^tly  of  leaving  more  qpace  for  their  insertioiL 
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FIRST  SPECIMEN 

LIST  OF  SUBSCBIBEBS  FOR  BIBLES  AND  TESTAMENTS. 
[To  occupy  from  Folio  1  to  Folio  160.] 


Na 

Begu 
to 

iiiImi  lihn 

District 

Son 
Bible. 

id 
Tett 

When 
.opplied. 

Price 
pdd. 

1. 

1819. 

BtUefBarvm..,, 

1 

% 

EHxabM  Taplor 

•     ,. 

8. 

a 

flrj>. 

13  ^1^. 

11.  S 

4. 

MartShteBing 

C. 

SUP. 

15  0c/. 

11.  6 

6. 

wKMM  ZHmtto*  •  •  • . 

..    • 

p.a 

.... 

4.  0 

s. 

Jam  Imeamg 

a 

M.P. 

.... 

5.10 

7. 

MargBawrmB.... 

R9m0»*4fat.^ 

mirm'tM 

WMfiM. 

a 

MmyKattm..,., 

a 

M. 

16  Op/. 

6.  S 

% 

Mr.PenoiOU 

a 

P,C. 

4.  4 

10. 

MrM.Reddar 

c 

B.S. 

1.  7 

11. 

Mrg,  VtMcmU 

a 

BJSL 

1.  7 

IS. 

Mn.Br0oU9 

a 

MP.a 

9.  I 

i& 

CatAtnmBrpoiw.. 

SJP. 

7.5 

14. 

JiLA.SmeBo 

a 

MPC. 

2.  1 

1& 

Jamea  Wood§ 

a 

p.a 

4.  4 

16. 

IforyJ&^A/on.... 

JV. 

3.  0 

ir. 

SUMaUtAToaer... 

]& 

EtUabM  Tmm€r9, 

M. 

WU&amSkerwtff,. 

». 

EUraUikEgeatsom, 

21. 

JdmPricfmif 

99. 

WilHamSmiih.... 

9^ 

MarpCax 

a 

&P. 

18  Od. 

11.  6 

M 

ShmmLmU 

SB. 

a 

M. 

\%AMg. 

6.  S 

96. 

EKMoUtkCiurek.. 

a 

L.P. 

ViOcU 

IS.  « 
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Receive 

ed  from  the  Ladies  Branch  Society 

• 

..     i 

1 

1 

BIBLES. 

TESTABfENTS. 

1 

W1I6D  receiTed 

SP. 
MB. 

a. 
p 

L. 

p 

B. 

MB. 

B. 

M 

N 

M 
P 

N 
P 

6 

P  P. 
C  8 

LP. 

LP.af 

S.   CI 

\\bup. 

5  L    C. 

MP. 
S. 

i8ia 

uJufy. 

16      .... 

1. 

2. 
3. 

e. 

6. 

7. 
8. 

1  ' 

3 

4 

XX 

2 

10 

1 

6 
IS 
42 

X 

31 

*  *  * 

2U 

20 

6 

4 

..20 

..  ..  1 
1  .. . 

C.    10 

1    1 

90 

}6&eieUr  ... 

6 

3 
c 
14 

X 

8 

6 

6 

f  f  •  • 

6    .. 

^..     6 

..   .. 

S3      .... 
26      .... 

•  • 

XX 

6 

i 

X 

21 

"8 
K 
44 

X 

30 

h 

2 

2.. 
..12 

>0  .. 

4    21 

.  .  •    * . 
2  6.. 

..   .. 

ISSO. 
Manuary,,. 

Stoihanhmul 

•24 

X 

13 

4 

X 

1 

18 

X 

7 

XX 

XX 

12  31 

XX 

"ir23 
xxx> 

10    2  2 
» 

^  6    J6 

ex  XX; 

3  2      3 

xx.x.» 
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SPECIMEN 

OF  BIBLES  AND  TESTAMENTS. 

to  Ui«  end  of  th*  Book.]  • 


.     . 

. 

Delivered  to  Subscribers* 

182 

BIBLES. 

TESTAMRNTS. 

IntheModlh       . 
ending 

SP. 
MB 

S  1 
PI 

/B. 

>  MR  B  M 

N  PP 

P  P  LP 
C  S    C. 

LP   B 

S.    C 

B  B 
5?.L 

MP 
C. 

BiP 

S. 

1819. 

IQAugusi !. 

9SeptembH' 

TOctoier 

1 
1 

1  . 

.    ..    ..  1 

,    .     . 

' 

1    , 

1 

7  i 

1  . 

2  . 

.    1    ..  .. 

11  November     • 

>   ..  4  lai 

11  3  .1  ..., 

10   1    .. 

1    .. 

<« 

13 

^Decemher 



. ;  . .     . . 

. .    •  • 

1.. 

.. 

. .. 

Totaideiivermi 

Stoekoniami. 

•2- 
4 

11  ( 
31  1 

»     1     4  14 
J     ..    2130 

li  3   1  ..  .. 
13  17.... 

10   I    .. 
1331    .. 

1    .. 
10    3 

54 
333 

13 
3 

Total  received 

1820. 

9dPMic£eiri6mi. 

4    1    3544 

34  4  8  ..  .. 

2333    .. 
xxxx 

• 

11    3 

XXX 

28  6 

XX 

16 

XX 

xx> 

^x 

H^mJhidLiMd 

tut 

B. 
166 

68 

T. 

iir 

34 

DekveredatCoe 

Untkr 

Orohfl 

tpricee*  ■  •  • 

*» •......•. 

IB. 

38 

15 

T. 
95 

8 

I 

Coetprieee 
\iotulm 

Sioeknowomk 

amd ---- 

lis 

XX 

88 

XX 

. 

AMMUMCf  ANa  /oMM»  COmcif 


TT.r. 

A.  Z 


I  Audiiorw. 


478 


LADIES*  BIBLK  flOCIBTIBb 


[c&AP.ym 


Obflervatknis  on  the  Bible  Book. 


XII.  It  may  save  troublei  and  prevent  inaccuracies*  if  the  foUowioi^ 
explanation  of  the  letters  usea  in  designating  the  various  descrip- 
tions of  Bibles  and  Testaments  be  pasted  inside  the  Bible  Book.* 


SP^MR 

SP. 

LP. 
B— MR. 

B. 

H. 

N. 
IffP. 

NP. 

P— C 
P— S. 

LP^S. 

B— C. 

B— S. 

B— L. 

MP— C 

MP-S. 


BIBLES. 


Small  Pica,  xojal  paper,  Svo.  with  Mai^ginal  Refoenoei  U 

Small  Pica,  medium  paper,  Svo. 10 

Long  Primer,  demj  paper,  Svo.       9 

Brevier,  medium  paper,  with  Mai^pnal  Re&renoet    •    .11 

Brevier,  demy  paper,  Svo.       7 

Minion,  crown  paper,  Svyw      ••••••.••.6 

Nonpareil,  IStao.      •«••««••••••.   4 

Pocket,  Minion  type 5 

Pocket,  Nonpareil  type %..4 

TESTAMENTS. 

Pica bound  in  Calf      •    •    •    .   4 

Pica Sheep    ....   3 

Long  Primer Calf S 

LongPrimer  »    • Sheep     •    •    .    .   S 

Brevier Calf       .    •    .    .   S 

Brevier Sheep    ....   1 

Brevier « «    •    Linen  doth    •    .    1 

Po<^et,  Minien  type Calf 2 

Po<^et,  Minion  type     «    •    .    •    •     Sheq>    ...    J  I 

*•*  The  Bibles  iasued  by  the  Society  are  bound  in  aJ£ 


S.»ri«iy. 


0 
6 
0 

10 

S 

o 

% 
5 

3 
3 

a 

3 
6 
3 
1 
6 


•  The  prices  inaerted  in  Uiii  Table  are  tfaoM  of  April  IS9I:  but  Ihe  catcnb- 
tion^  m  all  the  Spcdmeiu  contained  in  thii  Section,  are  made  on  the  bans  of 
tiie  formw  prices,  as  ipeciSed  in  a  similar  Table,  page  186.-1110  ledoccioa 
hawng  taken  piece  while  this  work  was  in  the  press,  the  requisite  alteration  eoold 
BoibemadeintheSpedmsns. 
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Observatioiis  on  the  Bible  Skcrbtart's  Obokbs. 


If  a  xiz»— BIBLE  secretary's  orders. 

I.  These  orders  are  printed  on  paper  the  same  size  as  the  Speci- 
men :  the  title  of  the  Association,  and  that  of  the  Society  with 
which  it  is  connected,  being  filled  in  by  the  Bible  Secretary.  Whea 
the  Association  requires  a  supply  of  Bibles  and  Testaments,  the 
Bible  Secretary  ascertains,  by  reference  to  the  Cash  Secretary,  the 
balance  due  by  the  Ladies*  Branch  Society;*  and  adapts  her 
order  to  such  balance,  and  to  the  probable  wants  of  the  Associa- 
tion. She  then  fills  up  and  sisna  one  of  these  orders,  which  should 
he  numbered  successively,  and  sends  it  to  the  Bible  Secretary  of 
the  Ladies*  Branch  Society.* 

If.  There  are  spaces  left  at  the  bottom  of  the  list  of  English 
3ibles  and  Testaments,  for  the  insertion  of  any  copies,  in  oihtr  lan- 
guages, which  may  be  required.  A  list  of  all  the  versions  on  sale 
At  Uie  Depository  -of  the  Parent  Society  will  be  found  in  the 
Appendix,  No.IL 

III.  It  should  always  be  recollected  by  the  officers  of  Bible' 
Associations,  that  the  Societies  with  which  they  are  connected  do 
not  recognise  their  orders  until  the  full  amount  has  been  paid. 
Without  a  strict  attention  to  this  regulation,  the  interests  and  ata- 
i>iJity  of  bodi  would  be  endangered.  Before  the  introduction  of 
these  printed  orders,  frequent  errors  and  disappointments  occurred ; 
hot,  by  their  adoption,  the  duties  of  the  Bible  Secretary  are  dis- 
icharged  widi  facility  and  correctness. 
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BIBL£  SECRETARY'S  ORDQtS. 
Charles'  Ladies*  Bible  Associatiok. 


No.  1.  Plymwtk,  Utk  July,  1S19. 

The  Bible  Secretary  of  the  Ladies"  Branch  of  the  Plymouth,  bfc. 
Auxiliary  Bible  Society  is  requested  to  famish  the  CharUf  Asso- 
ciation with  the  following  Bibles  and  Testaments  ;  the  amount  Of 
which,  at  Cost  Prices^  hsa  been  remitted  to  the  Cash  Secretary. 


NaoT 


10 


90 

to 

6 


90 

10 
10 


BIBLE& 
Small  Pica,  witk  Maif^nal  Beferenoet 

SnaUPica 

Long  Primer 

Brerier,  with  Kar^nil  Beferenoes  . 

Brarier 

mnioii 

Nonpareil 

Miaioa  type,  Po^ei 

Nonpareil  type,  Pocket 


TESTAMENTS. 


Pica    .    .    . 
Pica    .    .    . 
Long  Primer 
Long  Primer 
Brevier  • 
BrBvier  •    • 
Brevier  •    • 
Minion,  Pocket 
Minion,  Pocket 


bound  in  Calf  . 
Sheep 


Calf  .  . 

Sheep  . 

Calf  .  . 

Sheep  . 
Linen  Cloth 

Calf  .  , 
Sheep 


At 


109 


Afury  fyawmuy  Bibk  Secretaiy. 


aI  d. 


15 


10 


nCT«  T.]  FORMS  OP  THE  BOOKS  AMD  PAPERS,  4S1 

Otoerratioiis  on  the  Bible  Sbcb^tart*8  Moitthlt  Refobt. 


NO.  XX. — BIBLE  SECRETARY  S  MONTHLY  REPORT. 

I.  This  Report  is  printed  on  paper  the  same  size  as  the  Speci- 
men :  the  title  of  the  Association,  and  that  of  the  ^Society  with 
which  it  is  connected^  are  filled  in  by  the  Bible  Secretary. 

II.  The  return  under  the  head  No.  1,  is  either  taken  from 
No.  6  of  the  preceding  Report,  or  ascertained  by  subtracting  the 
Deliveries  from  the  Receipts  {See  Second  Specimen  of  iVb.  xviii.); 
the  remainder  being  the  stock,  which  should  be  counted  monthly, 
to  ascertain  that  it  agrees  with  the  Report.  It  is  evident  that 
the  returns  to  Nos.  2,  4,  5,  7,  and  8,  are  derived  from  the 
account  in  the  *'  Bible  Book'*  {Second  Specimen) ;  and  that  those  to 
Nos.  9,  10,  11,  12,  13,  and  14,  are  derived  from  the  same  book 
(First  Specimen).  '  The  importance  of  these  returns,  as  exhibiting 
the  actual  state  of  the  Association^  is  sufficiently  obvious.  No.  5 
should,  of  course,  be  omitted,  where  the  plan  of  Public  Distribution 
is  not  adopted. 

.  iir.  The  particulars  relative  to  the  "  Loan  Stock"  are  derived 
from  the  **  Loan  Fund  Book*'  (JVb.  xxi.);  and  this  part  of  the 
Report  is  altogether  dispensed  with  by  those  Associations  which  do 
not  adopt  this  part  of  the  system.  No.  6  refers  to  those  Bibles 
and  Testaments  which  have  not  been  returned  within  a  month,  or 
renewed  as  loans  by  the  Committee— See  Chapter  VIII.  Section  II. 


*•*  This  Report  should  be  filled  up  on  the  evening  preceding 
every  Committee- meeting,  and  a  duplicate  of  it  preserved;  which 
will  materially  assist  the  Bible  Secretary  in  preparing  her  Report 
for  the  followmg  month* 


ir 


4m 


[cfatf.irii» 


Specimettof  the  Bnu  tecmsTAftT't  MovtbiiT  IUvomv 


SPECIMEN 

OFTHX 

BIBLE  SECRETARY'S  MONTHLY  REPORT. 
Charles'  Ladies*  Bible  Association. 


BiBU  SxcKRAftrt  Monthly  Bep<nt.    FreM&feeA  iCMft  of  DMc*lcr,  \%\% 


1.  Atock  on  hiod,  as  reported  kst  Month 

S.  Beeeired  iiiice  last  Bepoit«  from  the  Ladiet*  Bramek  ) 
Sodetj. 3 


Totel  to  aoeount  fiv 


i.  1>elirered  since  the  last  Report, 

4.  Bj  Collectors'  Tickets  .  .  . 

5.  At  the  Publk  Distribution 


Ttfpyfip'w  on  hff^  tills  daT 


7. 

la 


Total  Namber  of  Copies  mzcKiTXS  sinoe  the  establishment 
Ttftal  Number  of  Do.   distribvtxd  since        Do. 
Number  of  Copies  distributed  this  Month  at  cost  pckas 
TotalNumberof    Da    Do.    since  the  establishment i 

at  COST  prices y 

11.  Number  of  Copies  distributed  uirnxn  Cost  prices  this  ) 

..  Month j 

il  Total  Number  of  Copies  distributed  trKBxn  Cost  prices  i 
since  the  establishment ) 


45 
70 


115 


113 

166 

S 
58 


15 


Test 
SS 

56 


B4 


117 
64 

•• 

M 

t 
S 


13*  Number  of  Subscubsrs  not  yet  supplied 

l4b  Total  Number  of  Subscxibbes  once  the  establishment . 


LOAN  STOCK. 
1.  Total  Number  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  belonging  to  the  Fund 

iL  Number  of  Cqnes  rbtuxked  since  the  last  Bqwrt 

6.  Number  of  Copies  lext  since  the  last  Report 

4b  Number  of  Copies  now  on  loan 

S.  Total  number  of  Perwrns  supplied  with  loans  ■nee  the  establiidiment 

The  following  Bibles  and  Testaments  aru#ut  of  time;  Tix. 


189 
S69 


56 

4 

3 

18 

86 


No.  of  Copj. 
18 

81 


lleceiTer*s  Name. 
Martha  SmiiL 
J^Mn  Goodwim- 
Hmmah  Gmkkku. 


District. 
S9 
96 
31 


Jfiify  ffUlUmi^  Bible  Seeretarjr. 


8BCT.  v.]  FORM  OP  THB  BOOKS  AHD  PAPERS.  4iM 

Obaenratioiu  on  the  Loan  Fukd  Book. 


NO.  XXI. — LOAN  FUND  BOOK. 

I.  This  Beck  is  of  the  size  denominated  "  large  post  octavo,**  of 
stout  aoalitVy  containing  twelve  leaves  or  double  folios,  and  is 
covered  with  tliick  blue  paper,  on  which  the  words  "  Loam  Fund 
Book"  are  inscribed.  A  copy  of  the  Rules  (See  Chap,  VllL 
Section  IL)  should  be  pasted  inside  the  coverj^  at  the  end  of  the 
book. 

II.  The  First  Spbcimew  illustrates  the  mode  of  keeping  the 
account  It  wiU  be  recollected,  that  the  sum  of  5/.  15i.  10^.  was 
collected  at  the  Second  Committee  Meeting  {See  the  Twenty-First 
Minute ,  No.  xi.)  for  the  establishment  of  this  fund,  which  is  here 
entered  at  the  Debtor  side  of  the  account.  This  money  was  imme* 
diately  appropriated  to  the  purchase  of  the  Stock  specified  at  the 
Creditor  side  of  the  account,  from  the  Depositary  of  the  Auxiliary 
Society.  It  should  be  observed,  that  Auxiliary  and  Branch  Societies 
supply  Associations  with  Bibles  and  Testaments,  for  thit  exctusivi 
puiposei  at  the  re(/vcei/ prices — that  is,  the  prices  at  which  the  Parent 
Institution  sells  to  its  subscribers  under  their  privilege.  In  soma 
instances,  the  Bibles  and  Testaments  constituting  the  Loan  Stock 
luive  been  presemiad  to  the  Associatiea  by  the  Presidenli  TreasureE) 
or  some  other  benevolent  individual. 

III.  The  numbers  in  the  first  column  of  the  Secokjd  Spbcimew 
iihould  be  continued  uninterruptedly,  as  in  the  "  Free  Contri- 
butors** and  "  Bible  Books.'*  The  entries  in  the  other  tsolumns 
are  so  clear  as  to  preclude  the  necessity  of  further  exphuatioiu 


^•"  Hie  use  of  this  book  is,  of  course,  dependent  on  the  adopttoM 
«f  that  part  of  the  system  with  which  it  is  connected. 


ri2 
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LADI19*  BIBLB  fOClETIOi. 


FIRST 

OF 

ACCOUNT  OF  MONEY 
[To  occupy  tbe  fint  doubk 


D'. 


The  Bible  Secretary  of  the  Charki^ 


r«  Jmmmt  «/  the  Fund  e^lUetei 


10  Pi€a  TutametUi^  JV«.  1  l«  10. 

80  Lang  Pi-imer    dilio  1 1  io  30. 

SO  Brevier  .     .     dUio  31  to  50. 

6  Piea  .     .     .     ditto  51  /»  56. 


5     15   10 


SECOND 


LIST  OF  INDIVIDUALS 

ITo  occu]7  the 

27 

No. 

When 
lent 

N«.of 
Copy. 

To  whom  lent 

1. 

1819. 

7 

JUarp  Camdler  .... 

/VU.  3,  Phugh  Court  .     .   . 

8. 

n  Aug. 

2 

JameeJohutan  .    . 

Ckapei  Court  .    .    . 

3. 

— 

6 

Lucif  Lawreuee 

6y  DueVo  Lame  .    .   . 

4. 

39 

Margaret  tjowe     . 

9,  LUtle  Church  Lane . 

5. 

17 

fFUlkan  Mercer    . 

7,Moon'gLaMe  .    .    . 

6. 

.... 

16 

fFdtmm  Leadbetier 

30,  FfvncA  X^me  •    .    . 

r. 

.... 

23 

JehnHayee      .     .    . 

M 

3,  Exeter  Street .    .    . 

a 

•  •  •  •  • 

1 

Sarah  Chemey .     . 

Caidovn     .... 

0. 

\4Sept. 

50 

MaryAdanu    .     . 

Lower  Star  Lane .  . 

10. 

.... 

4 

Mercy  Makefotd   . 

13,  £r«w*«X«ir    .    .    . 

II. 



31 

i#PWf0itfrtii<ik«Gb^ 

' 1 

34 

Jane  Joyce    .... 

Back  Alley.     .    .    . 

1 

3 

J?«M««IA  J^rvAm   .    . 

5oirM.I^«p.    .    .    . 
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SPECIMEN 

dfttitir  i^ooft. 

RECEIVED  AND  EXPENDED. 
Folio  oo  qpeniog  the  Book.] 


'^dies'  Bible  Association. 


1819. 


27. 


B^  Stock  purchased  o/ the  Juxiiuity  Socidjf^  at  the  reduced 
prieets  viz. 

10  Pica  Testaments^  Odfy  atas.3d.    .    ,     .     , 

30  f.>ong  Primer        ditto,  a/  St.  54 

90  Brevier   .     .     '  dUtOjails.Sd 


6  Pica  Testaments^  Calf,  presented  bp  a  Driend, 


£, 

«. 

1 

12 

2 

8 

1 

15 

-*— 

- 

5 

15 

SPECIMEN. 

SUPPLIED  WITH  LOANS, 
remainder  of  the  Book.] 


is«rict 

When 
returned 

1819. 

2 

15  Oct, 

7 

7  Sept, 

7 

9 

BSepi. 

18 

4  Oct. 

18 

9  Sept. 

«7 

\SOet. 

SI 

17  Oct. 

14 

Id 

7  Ott. 

18 

€Oet. 

2 

BDee. 

32 

7  Oct. 

Obsenrntiooa. 


T 


Loan  twice  renewed.     Received  Pica  Testameitt  at  redmced  price. 

Returned  hjf  hie  B^idew  i  he  having  Med  em  the  Atk  SepUmher. 

Renewed  10  Sept.     Ditto  8  Oct.    Ditto  12  Nov.    Ditto  10  D^ 

Removed  from  the  Town.    Returned  damaged. 

Renewed  10  Sept.    Received  Brevier  Teslmmeni  at  It. 

Deceased.   ' Returned  hp  ki$  i^Uow. 

Renewed  10 Apt.    Reeeivod  Brevier  BibUat  he. 

Renewed  to  Sept,  DittoBOei.    Received  Pica  Tssiament  at  SsM. 

Renewed  8  Oct.    DUte  IS  Nov.    DUte  10  Dec. 

Deceased.    Returned  hp  her  Sister. 

Received  a  grant  ^fa  Pica  Teetamemttekkii  tranepertatkm. 

ReuewedSOct.  ZK.ISA'mt.  Deeeaeed.  Returned^  her  Daughter. 

Ompteted  her  SnbocriptioH/or  a  JUimen  Bibte  at  3«.  Sd. 


466  LADIES*  BIBLB  SOCISTIM.  [CHAP;  TH. 

ObservEtioDB  on  the  TmsAsuiUEE's  Book. 


The  various  Books  and  Papers  used  by  the  CoUectors  and 
Secretaries  having  been  described,  it  remains  to  consider 
those  that  appertain  to  the  office  of  Treasurer  of  a  Bible 
iMsociation*. 


RO.  XXII. — TREASURER  S  BOOK. 

s.  This  Book  is  of  the  same  size  witli  the  ''  Loan  Fund  Book.** 
The  Debtor  side  of  the  Specimbn  occupies  otke  pape,  and  the 
Creditor  side  the  opposite.  It  will  be  evident  that  this  account  is 
similar  to  that  in  the  <<  Cash  Book"  (See  No.  xv.  Second  Spe- 
rimen) ;  except  that  the  Treasurer  enters  the  Monthly  Receipts  aa 
one  sum ;  whereas  the  Cash  Secretary,  as  the  official  accountant  of 
the  Association,  enters  the  Free  Contributions  and  Bible  Subscrip- 
tions separately. 

lu  The  Treasurer  will  find  advantage  in  entering  the  Receipts 
when  the  money  is  paid  by  the  Cash  S^retary,  and  the  Payments 
immediately  after  tney  are  made.  And,  as  she  never  pays  any 
money  on  account  of  the  Association  until  she  receives  a  copy  of 
^e  Resolution  which  authorises  it,  Ae  will  find  it  convenient  for 
reference  to  indorse  and  number  these  Resolutions ;  which  are  pro- 
duced, as  vouchers,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  when  the  accounts  are 
audited. 

III.  In  some  few  Associations,  the  Treasurer's  account  is  more 
complicated,  and  includes  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  Bibles  and 
Testaments  received  from  the  Auxiliary  (or  Branch)  Society,  or 
Ladies*  Branch  Society  :  but  this  is  manifestly  incorrect  and  unne* 
oessary,  as  the  "  Cash  Book  '"  is  the  regular  and  proper  register 
of  all  such  statements ;  and,  by  dividing  the  simple  dudes  of  the 
Cash  Secretary,  an  increased  nsk  of  incorrectness  is  incurred. 

ZY.  In  many  Associations  the  Treasurer  presents  a  Monthly 
Eeport  to  the  Committee,  detailing  the  state  of  the  funds.  This 
duty,  however,  devolves  with  greater  propriety  on  the  Cash  Secre- 
tary, whose  Monthlv  Statement  {See  Ab.  xvii.)  supersedes  the 
necessity  of  any  other ;  while  the  Treasurer's  signature  to  that 
document  recognises  the  accuracy  of  the  entries  that  refer  to  her 
aiccount. — The  office  of  TreaSursr  involves  a  general  super- 
intendence^ rather  than  an  attention  to  minor  details. 


ncT«  ▼•]        iroRMi  oy  tub  books  Avt>  papers. 

Bpedmen  of  the  Tkbasukkx's  Book. 


MT 


SPECIMEN 

OVTBB 

II   i|   II!        i  I  .1  I  ■  11 

J*  IK.       The  C/utrles*  Ladies  Bible  AaaodatioiL        C'.  I 


1819 


l9Sepl 


11  Oct! 

91  .. 


16^bv. 
30... 


llilfl!. 


T^Papmeni  toBraneh 


£.    9,  d. 
30.  0.0 

10.  7.6 


40.  7.6 


BaUneginhtoid  • 
Paym4ni  t9praneh 


S8.  1.6 


98.   1.6 


Pdymeni  toBraneh 
ffaioftcfimhc^  • 


I^iptnefUioBrttneh97.  O.C 


ilaiaiic»  M  AflfuT  • 


Ihi^mmtt^firafKk  19'  0.0 
JM||«|f£i^i;icV.     O.  3-^ 

£. 


59.18.9 


85.  0.0 
1.  8.0 


S6.  8.C 


1.13.9 


f.  S8.13.9 


18.    3.6 


1819. 

10/tJy  B^  Cash  ^  Secretary 


40*  7.f 


31  ... 
16i|«|g 


SI  ... 

1 1  Sept 

I 
90  ... 
SOct. 


31  ... 

IS^ov. 


30  ... 
ipj>ee, 


4- 

BoUinee  in  hand . 
Coih  ^  S9CTttarif 

£. 

Bahmce inland  . 
Cask  ^  Secretary 


Btdanee  in  kand  . 
Cathf  ^cret^ry . 

■    £. 

Balance  in  hand  • 
Cath^ Secretary  • 


31.17.^ 


Balance  in  hoful . 
(Cb^  1^  Secretary 


40,  7.1^ 


10.  7.€ 
17.14.0 


-TTT' 


26.  8.0 

1.  8.0 
37.  5.9 


>f.  9H.I3.9 


17  2)0e#iiift«r,  1819, 
Called  over  with  the  Cash  Book  aild  Voucherh  andftund  correct. 

AuSiore, 


T:lj^ 


[CBAP.VIV 


;  Acttul  stale,  to  tw  Society  witii  wliidi  it 
II— fitfrf     Theae  Reports  aie»  at  preieiit^ 

bat  tw  advantjiges  Rsoltii^  firoiii  tfaeai 
the  aiitl»r*s  anticipatiooi^  that  he  ven- 
to  the  cooadoatioii  of  the  Comautteea  of 
i  Sodctiest  nneraHy,  the  propiiet^  of  a 
h  ii  trae,  the  Coawittees  of  vell-oi;ga- 
Bifate  Sncirtif  air  divided  into  IMstrict  Committees; 
which  are  respectiTclj  charged  vith  the  dotj  of  leportiiig, 
periodicaO J,  the  actual  state  of  the  Associations  in  their  dis- 
trict. But  ho verer  execntiTe  these  District  Committees  may 
he  (and  the  anthor  voold  rejoice  to  bear  testimony  to  their 
tfrnsrfrf  difigence)*  it  wiU  readily  be  ackaovledged,  that  the 
oflkcis  of  an  Association  are  better  qualified  to  present  a 
eonect  and  impartial  statement  of  dieir  proceedings.  Nor 
woold  the  benefits  derivabinfrom  thb  eztemion  ol  the  plan 
he  confined  to  the  Associations: — an  interest,  arisii^  maa 
local  circomstancesy  voold  thus  be  given  to  the  Committees  of 
Auxiliary  and  Branch  Societies;  and,  vhile  the  **  Monthly 
Extracts  of  Correspondence*"  excited  thdr  gratitude,  and 
1  their  Chri^ian  hopei^  diey  would  not  torn  from  them 
idetaik;  nor 


Tbe  dMrt  md  ample  uaah  oitht  poor.** 


The  presumed  advantage  of  bringing  all  the  duties  which 
may  appertain  to,  the  officers  of  an  Association  under  one  con- 
iieetea  and  uninterrupted  view,  will  sufficiently  account  for 
the  introduction  of  the  two  following  Reports  here,  rather 
than  under  the  head  of  ''Ladies'  Branch  Societies.^ 


nCT.  T»]  FORMS  OF  THE  BOOKS  AND  PAPERS.  489 

Obflervaticms  on  the  TREASuavR's  Moxthlt  Beport. 


MO.  XXIII.^^TREASURER  S  MONTHLY  REPORT  TO  THE' 
LADIES*  BRANCH  SOCIETY. 

I.  This  Report  is  printed  on  a  half  sheet  of  **  post "  paper. 
The  title  of  the  Association,  and  that  of  the  Society,  are  inserted 
by  the  Treasurer ;  and  the  Returns  are  filled  in  by  the  Treasuhxr 
and  Cash  Secretary  jointly. 

IT.  It  will  be  perceived  that  this  is  a  Monthly  Compendium  of 
all  the  pecuniary  accounts  of  the  Association,  abstracted  from  the 
^*  Cash  Book."  The  Specimen  selected,  being  a  transcript  of  the 
Report  presented  to  the  Committee*meeting  immediately  preceding 
the  Annual  Meeting,  it  will  be  observed  (under  the  fourth  and  fifth 
heads),  that  neither  the  Ladies*  Branch  nor  the  Treasurer  had  any 
balance  remaining  in  hand;  a  circumstance  which  only  occura 
annually,  when  the  accounts  are  closed  for  the  General  Meeting^. 
The  similarity  of  the  sums  reported,  respectively,  under  the  h^ds 
6  and  7,  8  and  9,  aiM  10  and  11,  has  been  already  accounted 
for,  on  the  ground  of  the  recent  establishment  of  this  Association. 
In  every  sutsequeni  Report,  it  is  obvious  that  this  wiH  not  be  the 
case. 

III.  It  is  the  practice  in  some  places  to  include  part  of  these 
retums'in  the  Report  from  the  District  Committee  (No.  xxiv.) :  but 
the  author  submits  the  plan  now  recommended,  as  an  improvement, 
not  only  as  being  more  simple  than  the  other,  but  as  exhibiting  a 
summary  of  the  accounts  in  one  paper  instead  of  two,  and  as  falhng 
more  immediately  within  the  province  of  the  Treasurer  and  Cash 
Secretary.  By  this  arrangement  another  important  advantage  is 
gained,  as  it  affords  the  District  Committees  greater  space  and 
opportunity  for  those  interesting  details  which  render  their  Reports 
so  peculiarly  valuable. 


LADIES  BIBLE  SOCIBTIBS. 


[chap.  Til. 


Specimen  of  the  Treasi7rcr*8  Mokthlt  Refobt. 


SPECIMEN 

OF  THB 

TREASURER'S  MONTHLY  REPORT 

TO  THE  LADIES'  BRANCH  SOCIETY. 
LADIES*  BRANCH 


Plymouth,  Plymouth  Dock,  and  Stonehmue,  &c. 
AUXILIARY  BIBLE  SOCIETY. 


If  ONTHLT  IUfort  OF  the  Thba8URb&  of  the  Charles*  Asiociab'oB. 
PtKaented  98M  of  HweaiStfr,  1819. 


4.  19.  11 
II.  16  .10 


1.  RscviTxs  ttmBL  the  Colleeioni  at  the  last  Cominittee, 
Free  Contributiona  .  .  . 
Bible  SafaBcriptioiif .  •  . 

8.  Balance  in  the  Tzeaauier'a  hands,  as  rqwrted  last  Month  .  . 

Tot^  to  account  %  •  .  •  » 

3.  Paid  since  the  last  Monthlj  Report,  I 

To  A«itfMf'J?rMi«A,  per  Yote  of  Committee  ...   |l8.    #. 
To  Cash  Secretary,  for  Incidental  £ypcyiaes»  per  do.)      •   5  . 


4.  Bdance  now  in  the  Treasurer's  hands  . 
5.  Balance  now  due  to  the  Association  hj  the  Ladin*  Braitek  .  .  . 


6.  Amount  xeceived  since  the  last  Annual  Meeting, 

Free  Contributions  .... 
Bible  Subscriptions .... 

7.  Total  amount  received  since  the  establishment, 

Free  Contributions  .... 
Bible  Subscriptions  .... 


8.  Amount  paid  to  the  Laiie^  Brmnek  since  the  last  Annual  Meeting, 
ForBiUes  and  Testaments.  181  .  II  .    6 


^.     s.    ^ 


I  .  13  .  9 


1#.   3.   € 


18.    3.    8 


77.    7.    6 
7«.19.   € 

150  .    1  .    0 

77.  r.  6 

78.  15-    6 

l.«lO.    7.    0 

For  General  Oi^ject . 


1. 181  .  II  . 
.|68.    8. 


9*  Total  amount  paid  to  the  Laditt^  Bnmek  since  the  establishment. 


For  Bibles  and  Testaments . 
For  General  Olgect 


81  .  11  .   6 
68  .    8  .    6 


10.  Amount  of  Incidental 
I.  Total  amount  of  ditto  H 


since  th«  last  Annual  Meeting 
the  establishment 


JIf.  F.    Treasurer. 


ISO  .    0.0 


150.0    .    0 


a    r.  8 
a    r.  8 
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Observations  on  the  Dibtbxct  Coxm ittbe*8  Mokthly  Report. 

NO.  XXIV. — DISTRICT  COMMITTEE*S  MONTHLY  REPORT  TO  THE    , 
ladies'  branch  SOCIETY. 

.  I.  It  Will  be  recollected,  in  reference  to  the  Ladies'  Branch  of  an 
Auxiliary  Society^  tliat  the  executive  members  consist  of  all  the 
Presidents,  Treasurers,  and  Secretaries,  of  the  united  Associations ; 
and  that  the  officers  of  each  constitute  the  representatives,  or 
District  Committee,  of  the  Association ;  in  which  capacity  the^ 
present  a  Monthly  Report  to  the  Ladies'  Branch. Society.  This 
Report  occupies  both  sides  of  a  half  sheet  of  *'  lar^e  post"  paper, 
and  is  filled  up  by  the  Secretaries  :  it  is  then  given  in  charge  to  the 
Minute  Secretary,  who  copies*  it  in  the  "Report  Book,"  and 
presents  it,  when  csJled  for,  at  the  next  Meeting  of  the  Ladies' 
Branch  Society. 

II.  The  names  inserted  in  the  first  line  are  those  of  the  Ladies 
belonging  to  the  Branch  Society.  The  returns  under  the  1 ,  3,  4, 
5,  and  6  heads,  are  furnished  by  the  Bible  Secretary ;  that  under  the 
2d  head  by  the  Cash  Secretary ;  and  the  remainder  by  the  Minute 
Secretary :  the  Specimen  of  their  respective  books^  &c  preclude 
die  necessity  of  any  further  explanation  relative  to  these  par- 
ticulars. 

III.  The  information  under  the  head  *^  Facts  and  Observations" 
should  be  a  selection  from  that  detailed  in  the  Collectors'  Reports.  * 
It  should  be  the  object  of  the  District  Committee  to  present  a 
luminous  and  impariial  surve;^  of  the  Association,  without  exag« 
gerating  its  benefits  or  concealing  any  difficulties  or  impediments. 
The  Branch  Society  will  thus  be  enabled  to  ascertain  and  recom- 
mend to  all  the  members  of  the  family,  those  measures  which  have 
given  strength  and  efficiency  to  one ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  to  trace 
the  partial  obstacles  to  their  source,  and  arrest  the  progress  of 
weakness  and  decay. — The  Facts  detailed  in  the  Specimen  are 
transcribed  from  the  interesting  Reports  of  tlie  JAverpooL  Ladies* 
Associations. 

lY.  As  the  <<  Collector's  Monthly  Report"  (No.x.)  should 
be  a  clear  and  explicit  statement  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Asso- 
ciation within  a  limited  district,  so  this  Report  should  exhibit 
(in  connexion  with  the  last  No.)  a  similar  view  of  the  whole  Asso- 
ciation. The  Branch  Society  is  thus  cabled  to  prepare  a  general 
abstract  of  the  results  of  all  its  connected  parts,  for  tfie  information 
of  the  Auxiliary  Socie^jr ;  and  the  latter  to  condense  the  returns 
from  its  several  dependencies,  and  transmit  a  compendium  of  the 
whole  to  the  Parent  Institution.  Thus,  the  system,  complete  in  all 
its  parts,  moves  with  beautiful  order  and  regularity ;  every  member 
performs  with  facili^  its  own  peculiar  functions ;  the  importance 
and  the  singleness  of  the  principle  constitutes  the  governing  spring 
of  action;  and  the  tenaency  of  the  whole,  under  the  Divine 
blessing,  is-— to  give  elect  to  that  celestial  anthem  which 
announced  the  Advent  of  our  94or9ble  R^deemeri  '<  Glory  to  Goo 
is  the  high^if  and  on  earth  peace,  good  will  to  men  /** 

■  HI  I. ^.^  »  a .  '    .^j>' 

*  Or  attacbM  a  dupUcf tc  copy  with  whit*  wafers. 
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Spedmen  of  the  Distaict  Committke*8  Movthlt  Repomt, 


SPECIMEN 

OP  THS 

DISTRICT  COMMITTEES  MONTHLY  REPORT. 


LADIES'  BRANCH 

OP  THS 

Plymouth,  Plymouth  Dock,  and  Stonehouse,  &c. 

AUXILIARY  BIBLE  SOCIETY. 


Sixth  Monthly  Report  of  the  Charles^  District  Committee. 

Pteaented  9M  of  DeeemUr,  1819. 


Mrt.  a JItmF. Miu  J.  C Mfrs.  P andARuJ.  M.  W 

atteodcd  the  iMt  Comnuitee  Meetui|^  of  the  Anocution  in  thuBiifcnci;  of 
the  picoent  itate  of  which,  the  fbUowing  is  an  Abstract 


1.  ifiunber  of  Bulb  Subacriben 

S.  Number  of  FRBsContributon 

TotalNumber    .    .    . 

3.  Number  of  Bibles  distributed, 

At  Coat  Prices 

Under  Coat  Pricea 

Gratuitoualj,  bj  Grmnts  from  Auziliaiy  Society 

4.  Number  of  Tbstamexts. distributed. 

At  Cost  Prices      . 

ITnder  Cost  Prices 

Gntuitouslj,  b J  Grants  from  Auxiliary  Society 

5.  Total  Number  of  Copies  distributed     .    •    . 
€»  Number  of  Persons  supplied  with  Loan  TBiTAiiBNTB 


Vow 
sobKnbiiw. 

SiBtttte 
atabtiilnneiit. 

183 
447 

269 
478 

629 

747 

Sionlast 
Repcm. 

Siocsthe  . 
»«taM«hiBrnt. 

0 
0 

0 

1 
0 

38 
15 

0 

25 
8 

3 

87 

S 

86 

7-  Number  of  Ladies  on  the 


Committee*  • 


49 


8.  Number  present  this  Month,     41 


9.  Number  of  Districts 
10.  Number  of  Districts  witii«t 


out  Collectors- 


I 


FACTS  AND  OBSERVATIONS.      *  ' 
Tkt  members  of  the  Committee  evince  an  unabated  interest  in  the 
eause  they  have  espoused)  and  the  most  gratifying  and  uninterrupted 


BSCT.  ¥.]  FORMS  OP  THE  BOOKS  AND  PAPERS.  403 
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harmony  prtvaiU.  One  Collector  has  declined^  and  two  have  been 
added  ihis  month.  All  the  Ladies  bear  testimony  to  the  kindness, 
civility  f  and  gratitude,  with  which  they  are  invariably  received^  The 
number  of  learners  in  the  two  adult  schools  to  which  our  Association 
has  given  riscy  has  considerably  increased. 

One  of  our  districts,  a  small  and  rather  poor  one,  has  been  revisited 
throughout,  this  month,  and  fourteen  additional  free  contributors 
obtained :  the  Collectors  report  an  increasing  desire  to  possess  the  holy 
scriptures  as  being  very  evident*  The  Loan  Testaments  are  carefully 
preserved,  and  appear  to  be  diligently  and  gratefully  read. 

A  respectable  schoolmaster  in  one  of  our  districts,  who  is  a  free 
contributor,  expressed  a  great  desire  to  get  the  **  Monthly  Extracts,*' 
offering  to  pay  for  them.  The  Collectors  supplied  him  with  some  odd 
numbers,  and  with  the  "  Southwark  Facts  .•*'  and  on  the  following 
week,  he  told  them  he  had  lent  the  latter  to  some  of  his  acquaintance 
to  read;  and  that  a  mother  and  her  son  had,  in  consequence,  become 
free  contributors :  he  added,  that  he  should  now  read  those  interesting 
papers  to  the  boys  in  his  school,  that  they  might  know  and  understand 
what  that  great  Society  was  about,  to  which  he  had  himself  been  for^ 
merly  opposed,  before  he  knew  the  good  it  was  doing. 

Another  (Strict  reports: — An  aged  and  industrious  couple  have  been, 
from  the  establishment,  constant  and  cheerful  free  contributors.  They 
have  received,  at  cost  prices,  four  Testaments;  most,  if  not  allofwhicn, 
they  have  given  to  poor  children.  IVhen  the  order  for  the  last  Testa- 
ment was  given  them,  they  were  asked  whether  they  purposed  contintang 
their  subscription :  "  Certainly,"  was  the  reply  ;  *'  there  are  plenty 
of  poor  children;  and  we  cannot  give  them  any  thing  better  than  a 
Testament:* 

A  female  servant,  one  of  our  earliest  subscribers,  brought  the  cost 
price  for  six  Bibles  to  one  of  the  Collectors.  She  had  obtained  it  from 
some  of  her  acquaintance,  to  whom  the  Ladies  had  not  access. 

We  have  no  persons  to  recommend  for  gratuitous  grants  this  month; 
end  we  trust  the  system  of  loans  wUl  gradually  supersede  the  former 
mode  of  supply. 

J.C.      .     .     .     ) 

S.P.     •    •    .     >  Members  of  the  District  Committee. 

A.M.W.  .    .    3 

>^*o<x>ooooocxxxxxxx 

There  is  yet  another,  and  an  important  document,  which 
demands  consideration,  and  forms  an  appropriate  conclusion 
of  this  Section.  It  is  a  judicious  regulation  of  every  well- 
constituted  society  of  m  benevolent  nature,  that  an  Annual 
Report  of  its  proceedings  and  results  shall  be  submitted  to 
its  friends  and  supporters,  by  those  to  whom  the  executive 
duties  have  been  entrusted :  and  in  no  case  have  the  advan- 
tages of  this  regulation  been  more  evident,  than  in  reference 
to  the  British  and  Foreim  Bible  Society.  The  numerous 
Reports  of  Auxiliary  and  branch  Societies  and  Association^ 
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with  the  periodical  and  occasional  publioadons  of  die  Parent 
Institution^  have  enlightened  the  public  mind  on  the  tiatare, 
tendency,  and  effects  of  their  proceedings.  They  have  afforded 
the  best  evidence  that  the  funds  have  been  faithfully  applied; 
that  the  great  principle  of  the  Society  has  been  maintained 
inviolate ;  and  that  the  results,  both  direct  and  collateral, 
have  been  in  a  hiffh  degree  beneficial  In  the  perusal  of  the 
many  hundreds  of  these  Reports  which  have  fallen  under  the 
mnthor's  observation,  nothing  has  appeared  to  him  more 
astonishing^  than  the  universid  prevalence  of  that  judgment, 
prudence,  and  chiurity,  so  essential  to  success.  When  iiii 
considered,  that,  on  a  moderate  computation,  mt  least  twenty 
thousand  individuals,  within  the  United  Kingdom,  take  an 
active  part  in  the  concerns  of  these  societies,  it  might  naturally 
be  expected  that  occasional  deviations  from  the  strict  line  of 

})ropriety,  either  in  practice  or  in  language,  would  be  mani- 
ested«  Whatever  is  entrusted  to  human  agency,  necessarily 
partakes  of  human  frailty.  But  these  Keports  speak  for 
themselves:  and  the  author  is  not  ashamed  to  confess,  that  the 
perusal  of  them  has  deepened  the  impression  lona  made  on 
nis  mind,  in  contemplating  the  rise  and  progress  ofthe  Bible 
Societv,  that  *'  this  counsel  and  this  work  is  ^GrOD !" 

In  Associations  which  hold  their  own  Annual  Meetings,  the 
Reports  are  read  at  such  meetings ;  in  a  Gentlemen's  AiisociA- 
tion,  by  the  Minute  Secretary ;  in  that  conducted  by  Ladies, 
by  the  Chairman,  or  by  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  society 
With  which  it  is  connected.  In  both  cases,  the  Report  is,  ge- 
nerally, printed  and  circulated  subsequently ;  although  some 
Associations  have  discontinued  the  practice  of  printing  their 
Reports.  The  propriety  or  impropriety  of  this  depends 
so  much  on  local  circumstances  and  opinions,  tiiat  the  re- 
spective Committees  can  alone  be  the  proper  judges:  but  in 
such  cases,  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Auxiliary  (or  Branch) 
Society  should  include  all  tiie  particulars  relative  to  its 
Associations. 

In  Associations  connected  with  a  Ladies'  Branch  Society, 
die  Annual  Reports  are  transmitted  to  the  Secretaries  of  the 
Branch;  and  one  general  Report  is  prepared,  which  is  read  at 
the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Auxiliai^  Society.  The  following 
Specimen  belongs  to  this  class. 


Na  XXV. — ANNUAL  BEPORT. 


1.  This  Report  is  detailed  on  a  sheet  of  folio  paper ;  and  the 
printed  forni  occupies  about  one-third  of  the  first  page.  The 
returns  under  the  several  heads  exhibit  a  dear  view  (rf*  the  coneenis 
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of  the  AssoctatioDy  and  of  its  annual  progress  towards  the  attain- 
ment ofiu  object.  This^  it  should  always  be  recollected,  is  two- 
fold ;  first,  the  supply  of  local  wants;  and  secondly,  the  supply  of 
all  mankind  with  the  tioly  scriptures. 

II.  The  Collectors  should  be  requested  to  specify,  in  their  Re- 
ports to  the  Monthly  Committee- meeting  immediately  preceding 
every  Annual  Meeting,  the  number  of  families  visited  during  the 
past  ^ear,  and  the  numbers  still  destitute  of  the  holy  scriptures. 
This  IS  easily  ascertained  by  reference  to  the  Visiting  and  Collecting 
Books,  and  constitutes  an  important  head  of  information.  The 
sources  that  supply  the  returns  under  all  the  other  heads,  have  been 
pointed  out  in  the  obsertations  on  the  preceding  numbers. 

III.  It  has  been  already  stated,  that  the  Facu  and  Observations 
detailed  in  these  Specimens  are  exfVacted  from  the  Annual  Reports 
of  the  Ladies'  Bible  Societies  of  Liverpool,  Manchester,  and  Ply- 
mouth. In  the  following  Specimen  there  are  some  exceptions  to 
this  femark.  Th^  interesting  fact  numbered  (2)  is  derived  from  the 
Ladies'  Bible  Association  of  Chrisichurch ;  that  numbered  (S)  from 
the  Association  of  Douglas^  Isle  of  Man  ;  and  (4),  (5)»  (6)i  and  (7), 
from  the  Associations  established  at  Hull. 

^  IV.  In  the  preparation  of  an  Annual  Report  of  a  Bible  Associa- 
tion, simplicity  of  langui^e  and. perspicuity  of  detail  should  be 
principally  studied,  espeeially  in  Reference  to  those  Associations 
which  hold  their  own  Annual  Meetings.  Pevtr  of  the  poor  are 
habituated  to  an  argumentative  disquisition  ;  but  all  can  undenstand 
short  and  simple  statements,  and  those  instances  of  individual  re- 
formation, and  moral  improvement,  that  constitute  the  best  evidence 
of  the  beneficial  tebdency  and  effects  of  the  system.  Allusion  has 
already  been  made  (sei  No.  x.)  to  the  importance  of  strict  and 
judicious  investigatioii,  before  these  facts  are  reported  to  the  Com* 
mittee  ;  but  an  equal  degree  of  judgment  is  requisite  in  selecting 
them  for  the  public  eye.  With  a  due  regard  to  brevity  and  variety, 
it  mAy  be  safely  asserted,  that  one  well-authenticated  instance  of 
moral  reformation  is  of  more  value  xhvsijifty  professions  of  attacb- 
ment  to  the  Bible.  Deeds  speak  louder  tnan  words :  and  those  on 
whom  the  sacred  Oracles  have  made  the  deepest  impression,  will 
■hew  their  faith  by  their  works,  rather  than  their  oral  declarations:— 

Silent  and  full  the  4etpni  rivon  flow; 
'TIS  tktdhm  brooks  that  babble  as  they  go. 

V.  The  printed  form  that  occupies  the  first  part  of  this  Report 
has  not  been  adopted  by  any  Associations,  except  those  connected 
with  a  Ladies'  Branch.  How  far  it  may  be  deemed  applicable  in 
other  cases,  is  a  matter  of  1|^  consideration ;  but  its  aidvantages, 
in  presenting  a  lucid  and  connected  statement,  are  sufficiently 
evident.  The  remarks  submitted  in  the  last  division  of  Section  V. 
Chap.  II.,  and  those  in  refetenee  to  the  same  subject  in  Section  IV. 
of  Ciiap.  III.,  affiwd  every  requisite  explanation  relative  to  the  mode 
of  conducting  a  General  B^eeting. 
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SPECIMEN 

OF  THS 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Charles'  Ladies^  Bible  Association. 

Pirasenied  7M  of  December,  18191 


1 .  N*.  of 'Families  risited  this  Year  . . . 
9,  D*.  of  Fmii  Contrib*.now  subscribing 
S.  Total  N*.  of  I>.  since  establishment 

4.  N*.  of  BiBLi  SukMcr*.  not  yet  supplied 

5.  Total  N*.  of  D*.  since  establishment 

6.  N«.of  Copies  distrib.  this  Tear,  BiblM, 

At  Cost  Prices.  .  .  38 
Under  Cost  Prices       15 

Gratuitously   •  •  • 

Total  ...       S3 

7.  Total  N*.  distributed  since  the 

establishment. 

At  Cost  Prices  .  .  38 
Under  Cost  Prices  15 
Gratuitously   .  .  . 


•729 
447 
478 
182 
269 


General  Total 


Test. 
25. 

8 

1 


84 


53 


84 


8.  Amount  received  this  Tear, 

In  Fan  Contributioas 

In  BiBU  Subscriptions 

Total  •  •  . 


10. 


Amonat  received  since  die  esta- 
blishment. 
In  Fau  ContribotioBS  .  . 
In  BiBLB  Subscriptions 
General  Total     •  . 

Amount  paid  to  the  Ladies* 
Branch  this  Year, 
For  Bibles  and  Testaments  , 
For  General  Object  •  •  .  .  . 
Total  .  •  •  . 


11. 


Amount  paid  to  D*.  since  the 
^    establishmcnf. 
For  Bibles  and  Testaments  . 

For  General  Olgcct 

Genend  Total 

12.  Number  of  Persons  supplied  with  Loan  Testaments  thb  Year H 

13.  D*.  of  O*.  supplied  with  1>.  since  the  establishment •  •    8€ 

14*  Amount  of  Incidental  Expenses  this  Year 

15.  Total  amount  of  I>.      I>.  since  the  establishment • 

10*  Number  of  Districts • *• 

17.  Number  of  Ladies  now  on  the  Committee 49| 

1 8.  N*.  of  Families  destitute  of  the  Holy  Scriptaict,  as  far  as  can  be  aacertaincd^  4161 


77.    7.« 
72.19.6 


ISO,   7  .0 


77  . 
72. 


7.8 
19  j6 


iSO,    7.0 


81  . 
68, 


11.6 
8.f 


150  .   0.0* 


81. 
68 


I50.    0.0 


In  presenting  thdr  fint  Annual  Report,  the  Coaimittee  deaire  to  admow- 
ledge,  with  reverent  gratitude,  the  extension  of  the  Divine  blessing  in  giv- 
ipg  effect  to  their  humble  exertions.  To  the  same  source  of  Infinite  Meicy, 
they  would  trace  that  uninterrupted  harmony  which  has  chancterijEed  thor 
proceedings ;  and  to  its  continued  influence  they  would  look,  for  the  ability 
to  preserve  unimpaired  that  pure  principle,  which  can  alone  enable  them  ^  le 
keep  the  unity  ef  the  SpirU  in  the  hend^f  Peaee.^ 

In  reviewing  the  events  of  the  last  jear,  we  cannot  help  contrasting  our 
present  feelings  of  grateBcd  satisfaction,  with  those  that  occupied  our  minda* 
when  we  first  engaged  in  this  interesting  undertaking.  It  is  true  we  had 
not*  even  then,  any  doubts  as  to  the  importance  of  the  cause,,  uid  the  advan* 
tages  likely  to  accrue  fin>m  our  visits  to  the  poor :  but  many  fean  and  difl<« 
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culties  su^ggested  themflelves,  ariaajig  out  of  the  state  of  the  labouring  dasses, 
and  their  presumed  misapprehension  of  our  motives  and  intentions.  These' 
Ibos  and  diffl^lties  we  have  indeed  found  to  be  imaginary :  we  have  been 
uniformly  trmed,  not  only  with  respect,  but  with  the  greatest  kindness  and 
affection.  The  weekly  visits  by  the  Collectors  are  anticipated  with  evident* 
and  cordial  sati^urtion;  and  are  rendered  increasingly  gratifying,  by  the 
improved  habits  of  cleanliness,  order,  and  decorum,  chat  are  gradually  ex-' 
tending  among  the  subscribers.  In  reference  to  this  subject,  and  as  an  illus- 
tration of  these  remarks,  the  following  fact,  reported  by  the  Collectors  of  one 
of  our  districts,  is  presented. 

(1.)  ^*  Shortly  after  the  establishment  of  the  Association,  we  called  on  a  poor 
woman  in  our  district ;  and,  in  answer  to  our  inquiry,  were  informed  that  she 
had  neither  Bible  nor  Testament.  Her  manner,  and  general  appearance,' 
gave  us  reason  to  fear  that  she  attached  no  importance  to  the  inquiry,  nor  any 
value  to  the  Sacred  Volume.  She  and  her  children  were  ragged ;  her  apart- 
ments extremely  dirty ;  and  every  object  wound  denoted  idleness  and  waste. 
After  some  conversation,  she  agreed  to  become  a  subscriber.  In  the  course 
of  a  short  time,  the  sum  was  completed,  and  she  received  her  Bible.  Not 
many  weeks  had  elapsed,  when  Aie  sent  a  message,  requesting  us  to  call  upon 
her  again,  as  she  was  particularly  desirous  i5f  seeing  us.  We  complied  with 
her  wishes,  and  were  highly  gratified  by  our  visit.  The  poor  woman  burst  into  ^ 
tears  as  soon  as  she  saw  us;  and,  in  the  most  affecting  and  grateful  language, 
expressed  her  feelings. — *•  Never,*  said  slie  (taking  down  the  Bible  from 
the  elean  shelf  on  which  it  was  placed),  *•  never  can  I  pay  sufficiently  for  this 
Book :  it  has  proved  a  blesnng  to  me,  and  my  dear  husband.*  Upon  further 
conversation,  we  discovered  that,  indeed,  a  great  alteration  had  taken  place  in 

tr  liabits  and  conduct ;  and  that  both  spiritual  and  temporal  benefit  appeared 
have  resulted  to  her  fiimily  and  herself  from  the  perusal  of  the  Scriptures. 
From  never  having  been  in  the  habit  of  going  to  a  place  of  worship,  we  now 
Ifeamt  that  she  was  constant  in  her  attendance :  her  children  seemed  no 
longer  neglected ;  her  room  was  in  perfect  order ;  and  every  thing  wore  the 
air  of  neatness  and  comfort.** 

Your  Committee  beg  leave  to  add  the  testimony  derived  from  their  limited 
experience,  to  those  of  other  and  older  Associations,  in  favour  of  the  plan 
adopted  for  supplying  the  poor  with  the  holy  scriptures,  thrmgh  iheir  own 
imirumenialUy,  It  has  been  abundantly  proved,  that  the  value  of  the  Bible 
is  considerably  enhanced  by  its  being  obtained  through  some  sacrifice  on  the 
part  of  the  receiver ;  and  few  indeed  are  the  instances,  in  this  happy  land, 
wherein  some  portion  of  the  cost  price  cannot  be  contributed.  One  of  these 
instances,  however,  has  fallen  under  our  observation,  in  a  manner  so  pecu- 
liarly calculated  to  excite  attention,  that  we  cannot  refrain  from  placing  it 
on  more  permanent  record. 

(8.)  Shortly  after  the  establishment  of  this  Association,  one  of  the  Secre.i 
tarieb  called  at  the  house  of  a  poor  widow,  who  was  a  free  contnbutor  of 
a  penny  a-week.  On  asking  who  lived  at  the  adjoining  cottage,  i%e  woman 
replied,  that  it  was  a  poor,  aged,  bedridden  cripple.  *'*'  But,  Madam,**  added 
she,  *'*'  it  is  of  no  use  for  you  to  call  on  her,  as  she  is  too  poor  to  subscribe 
any  thing^for  a  Bible.'*  On  hearing  the  name  of  the  poor  sufferer,  the  Lady 
immediately  recollected  that  ^e  was  entered  as  a  subscriber  of  ourpence 
a-week,  for  a  SmaU-pica  Bible  :  and  on  mentioning  this,  with  some  expres- 
sion of  surprise,  to  the  widow,  the  latter  appeared  confused;  and  at  length 
conf  essed,  that  her  two  little  daughters  had  privately  agreed  to  subscribe  two- 
pence a-week  each,  out  of  their  earnings ^at  a  manufactory,  in  order  to  pro- 
vide this  poor  destitute  cripplo  with  a  Bible ;  and  the  money  was  pidd  in  kit 
name,  that  their  benevolent  secret  might  not  transpire. 
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We  feel  convinced,  that  the  establishment  of  the  Loav  Fcvd  has  been 
productive  of  much  benefit,  both  to  this  Sodetj  and  the  poor.  TheHeligfat 
urith  which  the  Testaments  have  been  always  received,  and  the  eagemew 
tAch  manj  have  manifested  to  obtain  nmilar  ones,  which  tBkj  mi^i  c^l 
ikeir  mc«,  are  gratifying  proofs  of  the  truth  of  this  observation. 

(3.)  We  have  been  delighted  in  perceiving  the  deep  and  inoneasing  interast 
wUch  the  poor  manifi^  in  the  Foreign  object  of  the  Bible  Sfbiety ;  a  feeling 
that  has  been  considerably  strength^ied  and  extended  bj  the  circulation  of 
the  MotUU^  Extraett  of  Corre^ndence.  The  following  fiict  is  a  gntifyixig 
evidence  of  this  prevalent  sentiment : — 

A  woman,  whose  husband  possesses  a  few  acres  of  land,  and  with  whom, 
when  visiting  the  district,  we  had  left  some  papers,  explanatory  of  the  na* 
ture  of  the  Association,  called  at  our  house  one  day,  and  presented  three 
shillings,  which  she  said  was  to  go  towards  the  purchase  of  a  large  Bible  for 
herself,  as  the  one  she  possessed  was  of  so  small  a  print  she  could  scarcely 
read  it  At  the  same  time  she  Apressed  her  desire  to  become  a  free  con- 
tributor, and  laid  down  threepence  for  the  three  weeks  which  bad  elapsed 
nnoe  we  caUed  on  her.  Although  gratified  by  her'cheerfvl  wiUingDeas  to 
subscribe,  we  #ere  inclined  to  think  she  diteot  understand  what  was  xneant 
by  a  free  contributor ;  and  therefore  asked,  whether  it  was  her  intentkn  to 
subscribe  freely  while  she  was  also  paying  for  her  own  BiUe  ?  **"  Yes,** 
she  replied ;  ^^  I  see,  by  the  papers  you  gave  me,  how  necessary  it  Is  to 
give  money  to  get  Bibles  for  the  poor  creatures  in  foreign  countries  :**  and 
bursting  into  tears,  she  added,  ^^  Oh  !  how  much  better  are  tkep  when  they 
get  Bibles ;  and  how  much  more  IJUy  profit  by  them  than  we  do,  who  know 
what  we  ought  to  do  I" 

It  has  been  frequently  remarked,  that  the  proceedings  of  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society,  and  of  its  numerous  Auxiliaries  and  Associations, 
have  produced  a  two-fold  efiect— that  of  exciting  a  Retire  to  poascss  and  read 
the  Sacred  Volume,  as  well  as  supplying  the  wants  of  the  poor.  Of  this  we 
have  had  many  proofii ;  among  which  the  foUowing  are  not  the  least  gxa. 
tifying  :— 

(4.)  A  little  girl,  having  heard  the  CoUectors,  as  they  called  at  a  ii^|i. 
hour's  house,  immediately  offered  her  subscription  of  twopence  a-wedc  for  a 
Bible.  On  being  asked  how  she  could  afford  it,  she  said,  she  gathered  a 
pennywortii  of  bones  every  week ;  and  she  would  try  to  gather  more^  ao  as  to 
add  another  penny  to  it.     She  has  since  paid  threepence  a-week. 

(5.)  A  German  coal^carrier,  who  had  received  a  Bible  firom  the  Hull  Bible 
Society,  was  asked  by  one  of  our  Collectors,  whether  he  could  afford  to  be- 
come  a  free  contributor.  ^^  Oh,  yes,'*  he  replied ;  *'  for  I  do  not  only  pes. 
sess  an  English  Bible,  but  a  German  one,  which  I  loved  in  my  own  cocm- 
try ;  and  I  do  so  wish  every  body  to  have  one,  that  I  wiU  subscribe  to  send 
the  Bible  back  to  my  own  country." 

(6.)  A  woman,  being  asked  to  become  a  free  contributor,  replied,  that  she 
would  give  a  penny  as  long  as  she  had  two  in  the  world.  And  a  neighbour, 
asking  her  what  the  Ladies  were  about ;  she  answered,  "  Collecting  for  the 
Bible  Society :  and  when  the  circulation  of  the  Bible  is  the  question,  the 
cause  must  be  good.'* 

(7.)  A  poor  man,  who  had  saved  some  mon^,  in  order  to  npend  it  at  tha 
foir,  on  hearing  of  the  Bible  Associations,  thought  he  might  devote  it  to  a 
better  purpose,  and  requested  he  might  have  a  Testament  of  the  largest  type, 
as  he  had  a  mother  residing  in  Lincolnshire,  whose  sight  was  bad  from  aget 
He  said,  he  knew  she  would  lie  delighted  with  one  of  the  Society's  Testa- 
ments, and  shed  many  a  tear  over  it,  as  she  had  offered  up  many  a  pimyer 
for  the  Bible  Society.    He  then  added, '^  As  won  aa  I  ott  affocd       ~ 
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io  subvribe  for  a  Bible  for  myself;  as  I  know  a  man  who  had  one  from  your 
Association,  and  before  he  got  it  Me  was  ail /or  reform  :  '  but  now,*  says  he, 
*  Thomas,  I  have  reatl  the  Bible^  and  i  ktpe  it  has  been  blessed  to  me,  mm  / 
JUui  reform  must  begin  in  my  own  heart.*  ** 

(8.)  A  boy,  about  ten  years  of  age,  frequently  asked  the  Collector,  with 
ffreat  anxiety,  how  much  he  had  to  pay  towards  his  Bible  ?  The  last  time 
Sie  called  upon  him  he  repeated  the  mquiry.  The  money  owing  was  U.  %d. 
He  gave  her  threepence.  In  the  evening  he  called  on  her,  to  ask  if  she  would 
allow  him  to  have  his  Bible  ?  The  Collector  supposed  he  had  received  a  pre- 
sent; as  he  had  before  brought  her  U.  lOdl  which  was  given  him  as  a  Christ- 
mas  gift.  But  he  informed  her,  that,  in  the  course  of  the  day,  a  lady  called 
at  his  &ther*8  house,  who  had  taken  a  great  fancy  to  a  little  dogof  his,  and  offered 
to  give  him  a  shilling  for  it.  He  whispered  to  his  brother,  *^  It  will  not  pay 
for  my  Bible.**  His  brother  told  the  lady  what  he  had  said  ;  and  insinuated. 
Chat,  if  she  pleased  to  give  him  fivepence  more,  he  thought  he  might  be  per. 
suaded  to  part  with  his  little  favourite.  ^'  I  will  freely  give  him  the  other 
pence,  replied  the  lady,  in  so  good  a  cause.'*  By  this  means  the  little 
&Uow  was  enabled  to  have  his  loi^-wished-for  Bible  sooner  than  he  expected. 

(9.)  On  calling  upon  a  boy  for  his  subscription,  he  came  delighted  from 
lus  work  with  a  ISible  under  his  arm,  tliat  he  had  received  as  a  present.  His 
contribution  previously  was  only  a  penny ;  now,  he  said,  he  would  advance 
it  to  threepence  weekly,  to  procure  a  Bible  for  his  &ther. 

(10.)  A  little  girl  earnestly  requested,  and  obtained  permission  from  her 
mother,  to  subscribe  the  sum  of  sixpence  per  week,  arising  from  the  sale  of 
flowers  out  of  their  garden,  which  had  been  allowed  her  for  the  purchase  of  a 
new  bonnet ;  which  she  said  she  would  much  rather  spend  for  a  large  Bible, 
aa  she  could  then  lend  it  to  her  mother,  who  had  only  a  small  one.  After 
paying  the  fiill  price,  and  receiving  it  at  the  last  distribution,  she  brought  to 
the  Collector  her  new-year*s  gift  of  sixpence,  as  a  free  donation. 
'  There  is  something  in  the  very  name  and  character  of  the  Bible,  that 
excites  respect  and  attention  even  from  unblushing  profligacy ;  and,  by  a- 
natural  transition,  some  portion  of  this  feeling  is  transferred  towards  those 
who  are  privileged  to  co-operate  in  its  universal  dissemination.  In  this  point 
of  view,  the  foUowing  extract  may  not  be  uninterestinff : — 

(11.)  As  two  of  the  Collectors  were  going  their  usual  round,  in  one  of  the 
rtreets  they  heard  a  group  of  women  quarrelling.  As  they  approached  near 
the  place  from  whence  the  noise  proceeded,  they  were  perceived  by  one  of  the 
Women,  who  exclaimed,  **  Hu^  !  hush !  the  Bible  LAdies  are  coming.** 
fTpon  hearing  this  they  immediately  sepazuted,  and  returned  quickly  to  their 
houses. 

Although  the  ChrisUan  requires  no  evidence  of  the  sufficiency  of  the 
Scriptures,  under  the  teaching  and  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  to  make 
men  *'  wise  unto  silvaiion,  through  faith  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus,**  yet 
every  renewed  confirmation  of  this  sacred  truth,  as  exhibited  in  a  corre. 
ponding  diange  of  life,  will  be  welcomed  by  those,  who,  in  obedience  to  the 
Divine  injunction,  judge  of  the  **  Tree"  by  its  **  Fruits.'* 

(12.)  A  Collector  lent  a  Testament  to  a  poor  woman  who  was  unable  to 
subscribe  for  one.  About  six  weeks  after,  as  the  Collector  was  passing  by, 
she  called  her  in,  and  told  her,  that  the  Testament  she  had  lent  had  Jieen 
the'  means  of  changing  her  husband's  conduct ;  for  he  used  to  be  quarrel- 
some,  fond  of  the  alehouse,  and  never  went  to  any  place  of  worship.  Aow^ 
he  is  quiet  in  his  temper,  fond  of  remaining  in  the  house ;  and  every  oppor- 
tiMitty  he  has,  he  reads  the  Testament  to  his  duldren,  and  regularly  attends 
divine  lervioe. 
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(IS.)  The  Collector  in  No.  S6  District,  reports,  that  she  lent  one  of  her 
Bubflcrihers  a  Testament,  with  which  he  and  his  wife  were  much  pLeaaed  ; 
thej  read  it  every  opportunity.  When  the  Collector  first  called,  Uie  man 
could  not  read ;  but  he  has  since  been  taught  by  wa  old  match-man,  who 
lodges  with  them.  The  papers  explaining  the  nature  of  the  Institutioii, 
that  were  left  when  the  District  was  first  visited,  are  treasured  up  and  read 
every  Sunday  night.  Thej^say,  *^  they  are  sure  that  Gob  sent  the  Bible 
Ladies  to  their  cellar ;  for  they  are  much  happier  since  they  viaited  them 
than  ever  they  were  before." 

After  the  mention  of  fiu^ts  such  as  these,  will  it  be  necessary  to  infoimyou^ 
that  the  strong  and  prevalent  sentiment  of  the  poor  towards  thor  CoUecton 
is  that  of  affectionate  gratitude  7 — This  feature  is  so  stiiking,  that  your  Com- 
mittee, in  speaking  of  it,  feel  that  they  are  in  no  danger  of  exaggeratioik 
In  ft  variety  of  ways,  and  by  a  thousand  little  actions,  it  is  so  feelingly  and 
unequivocally  expressed,  that  the  heart  must  be  cold  which  could  be  insen- 
sible to  it.  One  poor  woman,  who  had  received  a  Bible,  bearing  that  her 
Collector  was  ill,  called  at  the  house  to  inquire  for  her,  offering  her  ■erricea 
^  bv  day  or  by  night,"  if  they  could  be  of  any  avaiL  Oftentimes  is  the- 
Uttie  gaj^en  stripped  of  its  finest  flowers  for  a  nos^ay,  to  welcome  the  arrival 
ef  the  Collector.  A  basket  of  fresh  vegetables,  a  plant,  or  some  little  artide 
of  curious  manufiicture,  have  been  so  many  proofi  that  your  Collectors  are 
beloved — that  the  poor  are  gratefuL  A  poor  woman  who  was  subscribiii^  fior. 
a  Bible,  and  whose  poverty  induced  the  Collectors  to  recommend  her  as  a 
claimant  on  a  benevolent  society,  received  them  on  their  next  visit  with 
strong  emotions  of  affection  and  sensibility,  earnestly  wishing  she  had  any 
thing,  in  ^'  her  poor  little  way,**  worth  presenting  x  and  when  they  assured 
her  Uiey  were  amply  recompensed  by  seeing  her  neat  apartment,  and  being 
able,  through  a  kindred  institution,  to  procure  her  any  additional  eomfoits, 
she  seemed  as  if  couaderinff  how  she  should  evince  her  feelings ;  when 
taking  down  two  ears  of  Indian  com,  she  presented  one  to  each  Collector^ 
strongly  urging  their  acceptance ;  and  was  so  pained  by  their  refiissl  (as 
though  fearing  it  was  not  **  good  enough**)  that  they  were  compelled  to 
accept  her  gratefUl  tribute.* 

It  is  the  peculiar,  the  distinguishing  feature  of  this  charity,  that  its  ten- 
dency is  always  in  favour  of  the  better  feelings  of  our  nature.  Thskty  that 
unlocks  the  most  sullen  afid  selfish  heart  is  kindness  .*  employ  but  this  meaii8> 
and  the  benevolent  affections  spring  forth  in  all  their  energy,  in  bosoms 
where  their  existence  might,  previously,  have  been  doubted.  Casual,  though 
munificent,  bounty,  often  fiiils  in  accomplishing  this :  but  the  individual  who 
from  week  to  week,  and  from  month  to  month,  pursues  with  untiring  dih- 
gence,  and  frequently  at  the  expense  of  personal  ease  and  comfort,  a  work 
whose  law  is  kindness — whose  object  is  mercy— whose  only  rewaiii  is  found 
in  the  increased  happiness  of  mankind— gives  such  a  proof  of  the  purity  and 
disinterestedness  of  her  charity,  that,  sooner  or  later,  the  heart  becomes  a 
willing  captive  to  its  influence. 

In  conclusion,  the  Committee  cordially  invite  the  co-operation  and  support 
of  those  benevolent  LAdies,  who  may  devote  a  portion  of  their  time  to  this 
important  work,  without  the  neglect  of  any  more  immediate  duty.  They 
beg  leave  to  assure  them,  that  the  office  of  a  Collector  is  formidable  in  t^pear' 
once  only  {  and  should  it  even  be  attended  by  the  sacrifice  of  a  small  portion 
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of  that  time,  much  of  which  may  innocently  and  laudably  be  deroted  to 
inteUecvual  pursuits,  or  the  acquisition  of  eleg<int  accomplishments,  your 
Committee  think  they  will  not  regret  the  exchange,  when  what  is  now  pre. 
sent  ^d  future  becomes  irrevocably  past ; — when  all  the  glories  that  now 
gild  the  twilight  of  time,  shall  &de  before  the  splendour  of  eternal  dnjf ; 
<— jrhen  the  l^n  of  Man,  appearing  in  the  clouds  of  heaven  as  the  Judge  of 
Ml  assembled  universe,  shall  deign  to  acknowledge  the  work  of  fidth  and 
labour  of  love  of  the  humblest  of  His  followers  in  those  transportiiig 
words,-^^*  IwASHuCH  Q9  y  have  done  ii  unto  <me  of  the  least  of  theee  mg 
^kreikreHf  pe  have  dene  U  unio  AU" 


SECTION  VI. 

GENERAL  REMARKS. 


When  it  is  considered,  that,  on  a  moderate  computation, 
at  least  ten  thousand  Ladies  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  are 
engaged  in  the  practical  application  of  the  system  detailed  in 
the  preceding  Sections,  and  that  many  of  these  **  honourable 
women"  are  distinguished  for.  their  elevated  rank,  their 
talentSy  and  their  virtues ;  it  becomes  a  matter  of  profitable 
inquiry,  whether  the  benefit  derived  firom  their  generous 
zeal  and  disinterested  services  be  commensurate  with  the 
time  and  energy  thus  benevolently  directed.  That  the 
results  have  satisfied  themselves,  is  a  truth  which  their  steady 
perseverance  satisfactorily  establishes :  and  the  instances  of 
moral  benefit,  interspersed  throughout  this  Chapter^  will 
sufficiently  account  for  their  unabated  ardour  in  a  cause,  the 
happy  effects  of  which  they  diuily  behold.  But  there  are 
many  extensive  districts  of  our  own  country,  nominally 
included  by  Auxiliary  and  Branch  Societies,  to  which  this 
portion  of  the  system  may  be  advantageously  applied ;  and 
on  the  Continent  of  Europe  it  has  been  but  very  partially 
adopted  in  a  few  principal  towns.  Under  a  conviction, 
therefore,  that  the  tendency  and  effects  of  those  institutions 
have  not  yet  received  a  due  share  of  pubUc  attention ;  and 
satisfied  that  it  is  only  necessary  to  investigate  their  merits, 
in  order  to  promote  their  universal  extension ;  the  author 
submits  the  following  illustration  of  those  remarks  which 
have  been  already  offered  in  Section  Y II.  of  Chap.  III.  and 
in  other  divisions  of  the  present  work. 

1.  The  e£Pects  otJuxUiary  Societies,  in  exciting  a  desire  to  possess 
the  holy  scriptures,  has  been  already  shewn  m  the  Preliminary 
Observations,  Chap.  II. ;  and  the  following  Table  will  satisfactorily 
establish  the  extension  of  this  result,  by  means  of  Ladies*  Bible 
Associations,  ^ 


Att 
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Instances  of  the  direei  Benefits  of  BiWe  Associations-— HenJej,  &c 


SALES  &  ISSUES  0/ BIBLES  y  TESTAMENTS. 


During  iheJUM  yean  ending  March  1809 
I>iiring  ihejivt  yean  endiog  Match  1814 


Total  in  the  first  im  jetn  . 


Baring  the>EM  years  endUng  March  1819 
During  the  two  years  ending  March  1881 


Total  in  the  last  mftm  yean 


Total  sinoe  the  establishment 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society 


of  the) 
icty..$ 


No.orCopi« 

bsocdin 
OnmtBfftoiD. 

Amooiit  of  &■!«•. 

158,429 
828,658 

£.      B.  d. 

9,764.   T.  9 
56,056.  8.  7 

987,087 

66,890.    7-   9 

1,145,381 
503,840 

185^61.    9.    4 
55,170.19.    S 

1,649,161 

180,738.   1. 10 

8,636,848 

846,558.   9.   T 

2.  Of  the  direct  benefits  resulting  from  this  increased  circuIatioD 
of  the  holy  scriptures,  and  consequenUy  to  be  ascribed,  under  the 
Divine  blessing,  to  the  institution  of  Bible  AssociatioBSi  nomeroaa 
instances  have  been  adduced  in  the  preceding  Section.  In  addinj^ 
Co  this  mass  of  evidence,  the  only  difficulty  is,  to  select  such  testt* 
monies  as  may  place  the  subject  in  every  point  of  viev;  and  thus 
Attract  the  attention  of  some  who  have  hitherto  appeared  indifierenC 
to  the  progress  of  a  cause,  wherein  Uie  best  mterests  of  their 
country  are  involved. 

HeHiqf'9H'Thamet  LaJRet\  1816.—**  One  person,  who  has  now  given  her 
name  as  a  free  contributor,  had  before  determmately  refiised,  bemg  decidedly 
of  opinion  that  no  benefit  could  arise  from  such  an  institution.  The  only 
reason  which  now  induces  her  to  subscribe,  is  the  evident  improvement  in 
the  conduct  of  those  in  the  district  who  are  subscribers  to  this  society.** 

Wettmimler^  1818. — ^*'  An  interesting  circumstance  has  lately  occurred  in 
oar  district.  A  person  of  very  depraved  habits,  who  was  a  ringleader  in 
<very  species  of  dissipation,  and  especially  emhient  as  a  pugiUsC  had  his 
attention  directed  to  serious  subjects.  The  energy  of  character  by  whi^ 
he  exceeded  hb  companions  in  wickedness,  now  displays  itself  in  ende^ 
Vouring  to  do  ^od :  he  is  become  as  earnest,  in  inviting^  former  associates 
to  attend  pubhc  worship,  as  he  was  before  in  encouraging  them  to  drink  or 
to  fight.  He  is,  of  course,  a  diligent  reader  of  his  Bible;  and  anxious  to 
give  bis  Ignorant  neighbours  the  means  of  participating  in  the  advanti^es 
and  enjoyments  he  himself  has  experienced,  he  has  become  a  Collector  t» 
our  Bible  Association,  and,  among  the  most  unpromising  habitations  in 
Westminster,  has  procured  fifteen  subscribers  for  Bibles,  three  of  whom 
have  entered  themselves  in  an  Adult  School  to  Ve  taught  to  read.** 

GodtaminfTy  1815.—"  Your  Committee  have  heard,  with  peculiar  plesmire, 
that  the  habits  citwearing^  and  dmnMetmeu  are  certainly  lessening  f  and  that 
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GodAhniiig,  Rochester,  Blackheath,  Farnham,  &c 

those  of  deetngfft  orders  etmwmp^  and  iiuiuilrjf^  are  evidently  increaaiDg 
among  the  poor  in  this  neighbourhood.^ 

HoekesifTy  S(e.  1820,— '^  We  ave  not  at  a  loss  to  prove  that  the  Scriptures 
have  really  been  productive  of  moral  and  religious  good.  We  kndw  that 
many  who  swore»  swear  no  more  1— that  many  who  were  spending  their  all 
in  public-houses,  and  thereby  bringing  ruin  upon  themselves  and  their 
faiilies,  are  become  domestic  and  morid,  if  not  religious  characters—that 
many,  who  have  scartely  had  bread  to  eat,  have  submitted  to  privations  and 
distress,  nther  than  break  the  commandments  of  God,  or  the  laws  of  their 
eountry." 

BUtekikeathy  1814.—*'  The  Bible  Association  formed  in  tte  Dock-yard  at 
Woolwich  has  705  subacribers  at  one  penny  a-week  each,  fumbhmg  the 
annual  amount  of  J^.  15 1.  15«.  The  Committee  remark,  with  ihe  highest 
8ati8fiu:tion,  *  that  in  many  instances  the  perusal  of  the  Word  of  God  has 
produced,  as  was  to  be  expected,  a  very  manifest  improvement  in  the  moral 
conduct  of  those  who  have  received  it.*  In  proof  of  this,  the  Committee 
quote  especially  the  language  of  Mr.  Willmott,  of  the  Woolwich  rope-yard ; 
who  testifies,  *  that  there  appears  a  general  reform  in  the  moral  character  of 
the  rope-makers  there  employed.'  Formerly,  their  habits  were  exceedingly 
censurable ;  intoxication  and  pro&ne  swearing  being  veiy  common  amongst 
them.  *"  But  now,'  he  says,  *  it  is  very  unusual  to  see  a  single  individual 
the  least  disguised  in  liquor,  while  on  duty;  nor  does  he  ever  now  hear 
them  make  use  of  the  pro&ne  and  bUsphemous  expressions  formerly  so  com- 
monly indulged  in  that  yard.*  " 

Diii^  18I9>**^  One  of  the  parishes  within  the  sphere  of  this  Society's 
labours,  and  where  an  Association  was  formed  about  four  years  ago,  consists* 
chiefly  of  fiirmers,  labourers,  and  mechanics.  Every  Sunday  memoon,  it 
has  been  long  customary  for  the  fiurmer's  men  to  assemble  together  in  the 
stables,  and  Uifr  over  tbe  occurrences  of  the  week.  The  intention  having 
been  to  divert  each  other,  the  practice,  according  co  their  own  account,  was 
to  relate  childish  tales,  and  often  fidse  stories,  for  this  purpose.  Some  of 
the  men  having  been  supplied  with  the  Scriptures,  it  has  afforded  the  Com- 
mittee peculiar  satisfaction  to  become  spectators  of  the  moral  and  religious 
benefit  which  has  since  accrued.  Now,  every  Sunday  afternoon,  instead 
of  meeting  to  gamble,  engage  in  unbecoming  games,  and  utter  idle  or  pro^ 
fime  language,  they  meet  to  hear  the  Scriptures  r^  to  them.  One  of 
their  own  party  is  often  seen  reading  to  the  rest,  while  they  earnestly  listen 
to  every  word.  Afterwards,  too,  as  soon  as  they  have  attended  to  their 
unavoidable  bunness,  they  no  longer  resort  to  a  public-house,  but  devoutly 
attend  a  place  of  wonhip." 

Fttrnkam  Ladies'^  1816. — ^^  Mrs.  —-^  the  mother  of  a  numerous  family, 
which  she  had  entirely  neglected,  for  the  sake  of  associating  with  persons  of 
the  most  abandoned  diaracter,  was  formerly  a  bad  wife,  a  careless  mother^ 
and  an  injurious  neighbour.  At  the  commencement  of  this  Association,  in 
August,  1814,  she  because  a  subscriber;  and  received  a  Bible  in  April,  181 S. 
Some  time  afterwards,  there  was  a  visible  alteration  in  the  appearance  of 
her  children,  who  were  much  neater,  and  seemed  happier  than  formerly  :— 
she  has  become  active,  sober,  and  industrious.  She  now  reads  the  Bible  as 
often  as  her  numerous  engagements  will  permit ;  is  become  a  dutifiil  wife, 
an  affectionate  mother,  a  good  neighbour ;  and  no  longer  frequents  the  public- 
house,  and  that  abandon^  society,  which  was  once  her  chief  employment 
and  principal  delight.'* 

'^  A  poor  Anan,  who  was  notorious  principally  fi>r  his  intemperance  and 
domestic  misconduct,  has  exhibited  a  remarkable  change  in  his  behaviour. 
His  child  received  a  Bible  from  the  Association  twelve  months  ago ;  and 
fi>r  the  greater  pact  of  this  time  he  has  been  an  altered  chaxaeter  s  he  h 
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Funhain,  Wokin|^uun,  St  dement  Dines,  Windsor,  Worcerter,  PJjmouUi. 

not  committed  one  act  of  intempenince ;  his  fiunily  are  now  ckanlj,  sod 
happy  in  participating  a  father*s  kindness,  instead  of  the  shameless  bniti^tj  of 
intoxication ;  and  he  demotes  all  his  leisure  hours  to  the  duties  of  hornet  nd 
to  the  perusal  of  the  Bihle,  which  before  were  spent  in  the  jojoua  though 
wretdbed  insanity  of  the  aI^ouae»  and  solely  marked  by  the  n^leci  of  hia 
fiunily  and  every  kind  of  religious  duty/* 

3.  Among  the  many  collateral  benefits  of  Bible  AssociatioxiSy 
few  have  been  more  decisively  evinced  than  the  increasing  desire  to 
possess  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  and  other  valuable  publica- 
tions of  a  kindled  nature*  The  following  evidences  of  this  disposi- 
tion will  afford  a  satisfactonr  illustration  of  the  remarks  offiwed  od 
this  subject^  in  Section  XII.  of  Chapter  I. 

ffohinghom  Ladies' y  1820— *' Many  of  the  poor,  having  been  put  in 
possession  of  the  inspired  volume,  have  become  anxious  to  supply  them" 
selves  with  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer :  and  thereby,  it  may  rei^onably  be 
concluded,  they  have  gained  more  advantage  frqm  their  attendance  at 
Church  than  before  this  Association  was  established,  when  they  had  neither 
Bible  nor  Prayer  Book.*' 

Sl  CJement  Danes^  TVtst minster y  1816. — "  Many  of  those  who  are  at  pre- 
sent  subscribing  for,  or  who  liave  obtained  the  Scriptures,  have  eagerly  in- 
quired  of  the  Collectors,  how  they  may  be  supplied  with  the  Common 
Prayer-Book." 

B^rndsoTy  1817 — ^'  The  Vicar  of  Staines  sUted  a  fact,  that  ]HVTed  Che 
support  which  Bible  Societies  afforded  to  the  Established  Churcik  At 
Staines,  soon  after  an  Auxiliary  Society  was  formed,  the  demand  for  Prayer. 
Books  greatly  increased.  The  Church  is  better  filled,  the  populace  better 
disposed.  Three  hwittrrd  Prayer-Books  had  been  since  disposal  of  at  a  cheap 
rate;  and  the  demand  is  not  diminished.*' 

Henley,  1816. — ^^  Your  Committee  rejoice  in  being  enabled  to  state,  thai 
the*Ladies  of  the  Henley  Bible  Association,  both  members  of  the  EstabMsh- 
ment  and  Dissenters,  have,  as  individuals^  received  subscriptions  for,  and 
supplied  the  poor  with,  a  greater  number  of  copies  of  the  Book  of  Corameo 
Prayer,  at  half  cost  price,  than  had  been  previously'  distributed  in  this  dis- 
trict during  many  years :  nor  has  a  solitary  ease  occurred  whelvis  the 
application  has  not  been  promptly  and  cheerfully  complied  with." 

4'.  It  has  been  already  remarked,  that  an  increasing  desire  on  the 
part  of  both  children  and  adults  to  learn  to  read,  was  oqe  of  tlie 
earliest  effects  produced  by  the  Bible  Society  on  the  Continent  of 
Europe.  The  following  extracts  will  establish  the  fact  of  a  similar 
disposition  in  our  own  country,  and  on  the  American  continent, 

Wcreester^  1813. — "In  the  town  and  neighbourhood  of  Stourbridge,  me 
hundred  and  ninety -six  persons,  between  the  ages  oi  fifteen  and  ferty-fite^ 
who,  before  the  institution  of  a  Bible  Society  in  that  neighbourhood,  were 
unable  to  read,  have  voluntarily,  between  the  hours  of  labour,  b^an  to 
learn,  in  order  that  they  m^y  peruse  the  Scriptures."  To  this  statement  it 
is  added, — ^^  The  places  of  public  worship  also  are  more  numerously  attended; 
and  religious  animosities  are  much  softened,  if  not  entirely  subdued.** 

Plymouth  Ijadies\  18 19*—"  Adults  have  commenced  l<>arniiyg  to  read.  A 
very  prosperous  school  of  this  description,  containing  forty  scholars,  traces 
its  origin  entirely  to  the  influence  of  your  Associations ;  and  those  pre-. 
viously  existing  have  acknowledged  considerable  augmentation  since  the 
period    of  your  commencement:   scarcely  one  of  the  Associations    but 
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Iiiereaaed  dedre  to  be  taught  liow  to  read. 

■  ' '  '    ^    ~ 

mentions  aoine  instance  of  this  eflEect  having  been  produced.  *^  Ot»»  Adult 
SchooW  *ay  they,  '  hare  been  again  revived ;  and  the  CoUectors  have 
recorded  several  instances  of  individuals,  who«  on  their  first  visit,  wers 
totally  nnable  to  read,  but  can  now  peruse  with  £uuUty  a  chapter  in  the 
Testament*  The  number  of  children  also,  who  applied  for  admission, 
particularly  in  the  Sunday  Schools,  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks  after  the 
formation  of  the  Associations,  was  truly  astonishing.  In  the  female  part  of 
one  school  alone,  the  increase  was  from  ninety  to  upwards  ^1  wu  kuxutrtd  umd 
fifty :  and  this  increase  was  traced  directly  to  this  operating  cause.  It  is  a 
pleasing  fiict,  that,  in  one  of  these  schools,  iwenfy-five  of  the  children  became 
subscribers  for  Bibles  and  Testaments.** 

Cwnbtrland,  New  Jeruty^  1818. — "  In  this  town  we  have  had  a  Sunday 
School  establi^ed  for  about  three  years;  which  is  increasing.  But  jtace  thm 
formation  of  our  Bible  Soeietff^  eiobt  more  Sunday  Schods  have  been 
opened.** 

HeatHng  Jjadie»\  1817*^'*  Anxiety  to  peruse  their  Bibles  has  likewise  in- 
duced some,  even  in  advanced  age,  to  apply  themselves  so  assiduously  to  im* 
prove  in  reading,  as  to  make  a  surprising  progress  in  a  short  period  :  several 
instances  of  this  earnestness  in  cMldren  might  be  mentioned;  but  the  follow- 
ing has  been  selected  from  many  proofs  of  serious  application  in  adults.  On 
visiting  an  aged  woman  who  had  received  a  Bible,  she  declared  it  was  the 
best  piece  of  furniture  in  her  house ;  adding,  ^'  Now  that  I  have  a  Bible 
with  so  good  a  print,  I  shall  try  hard  to  get  on  in  reading :  for  though  I 
only  knew  my  letters,  last  night,  after  persevering  a  little,  I  m^ade  out  two 
or,  three  verses ;  and  I  mean  to  continue  spending  my  evenings  in  the  same 
manner.** 

Godalming  Ladifs\  1815. — "A  poor  man,  who  had  lately  learned  the 
value  of  the  Bi^le,  and  could  not  read,  determined  to  teach  himself;  and 
bought  a  Testament  of  a  neighbour  for  a  shilling,  just  before  the  commence- 
ment of  this  Association,  and  then  began  immediately  to  subscribe  for  a 
Bible :  he  has  now,  with  much  diligence  and  perseverance,  learned  to  read  ; 
and  his  wife,  who  cannot  yet  read  herself,  says  her  husband  is  never  happy 
if  he  does  not  read  a  chapter  or  two  every  evening,  to. his  family.  The 
instructions  and  comfort  which  they  continually  derive  from  reading  their 
Bible,  are  their  chief  delight  and  subject  of  conversation.** 

Ditto. — "  Another  poor  man  and  his  wife,  who  have  received  a  Bible, 
became  very  desirous  of  learning  to  read,  and  have  now  beg^ :  the 
man,  especiidly,  is  so  earnest,  that  when  he  has  not  much  time  to  read  in  the 
evening,  he  will  rise  earlier  in  the  morning,  and  has  been  seen  at  five 
o*clock  pursuing  his  object :  the  neighbours  remark,  that  this  man  has  not 
been  to  the  pubUc-house  so  much  since  he  has  been  learning  to  read.** 

BrutoL,  1813.— Extract  of  a  letter  from  a  clergyman  at  Mitchel  Dean» 
Gloucestershire. — "  I  was  obliged  to  transfer  nearly  all  the  Testaments  for 
the  use  of  my  Simday  School,  which  has  increased  wonderfiilly  in  number. 
At  the  time  of  my  former  application  I  had  only-  about  forty  cluldren ;  but 
since  that  time  more  than  500  have  been  entered  on  the  books:  9S1  ap- 
peared at  school  last  Sunday,  and  I  may  reckon  pn  9ea]:ly  400  who  attend  at 
one  time  or  ot\ier';  tliough  the  scattered  state  of  the  population  and  distant 
residence  are  frequent  hindrances.  A  few  live  near  the  school,  but  many 
more  come  five  miles  by  eight  o*c]ock  in  the  morning.  Among  them  are  several 
lads  nearly  grown  up  to  manhood,  who  have  bought  Bibles  of  me  with  their 
own  earnings.  Two  years  ago  they  were  perfectly  ignorant  and  viciovs : 
Qow  they  are  an  advantage  instead  of  a  nuisance  to  society ;  have  gained  a 
taste  for  reading;  and  have  learned  to  value  that  blessed  book,  which,  it  maj 
be  hoped,  will  be  a  lamp  to  their  path  through  life.  The  spirit  of  inquiry 
for  Bibles  has  appeared  only  within  these  last  few  months.** 
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posaibte  to  distbiguish  between  the  worthless  ahd  the  deterring— betireen 
the  damoioiiB  mendicatit  and  the  utiobtrusiTe  sofierer.  Acting  upon  tins 
convictioo,  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Cinmnittee  for  reUering  the  dutraseft  of 
Ihe  poor  in  Pock  and  Stdke,  during  the  kte  severe  season,  reqvested  the 
assistance  of  the  Collectors  of  the  respective  Associationa— satisfied  that  no 
other  persons  had  such  opportunities  of  becoming  acquainted  with  the  indi* 
Vldual  necessities  of  the  families  in  their  districts ;  and  consequently,  none 
"would  be  80  little  liable  to  imposition  in  the  dirtribution  of  the  ftaads  nused 
Ibr  their  relie£ — ^YourjCommittee.  would  here  lay  before  yod  one  or  two 
circnmsfettices  corroborative  of  the .  foregoing  remarlok^''  In  proKcnting 
their  inquiries  in  one  house,  the  Collectors  found  a  poor  woman  who  pro- 
cured her  subsistence  by  knitting,  in  which  employment  she  sometimes 
earned  two  shillings  per  week,  nmepence  of  which  she  paid  for  rent :  she 
bad  neither  beddi^  nor'  fire,  although  it  was  during  the  inclemency  of 
winter.  Her  distress,  which  was  previously  iwknown  to  any  one,  was  re- 
lieved by  the  immediate  supply  of  a  bed  and  blanket,  and  some  small 
allowance  from  the  parish.  A  loan  Testament  was  also  placed  in  her  hands. 
Her  health,  which  had  suffered  considerably,  was  gradually  re-estabtished, 
«nd  she  enjoyed  a  comparative  state  of  comftirt.  On  again  seeing  the  Lafies, 
-she  burst  into  tears  of  gratitude,  and  said,  The  Lohb  must  have  directed 
their  steps  to  her  dwelling,,  to  preserve  her  from  perishing  from  waiit.*  '* 

The  Cc^ectors  of  another  Association  report,  that,  ^^  going  into  a  room  to 
inquire  if  the  inhalntants  of  it  possessed  the  sacred  scriptures,  tiiey  were 
struck  with  the  appearance  of  a  boy,  about  sixteen  years  of  age,  sitting  dlently 
by  the  fire-^de,  whom  they  discovered  to  be  totally  blind,  having  lost  the 
oigan  of  vision  in  infimcy.  On  entering  into  conversation  with  him,  they 
•found  him  possessed  of  a  mind  susceptible  of  cultivation  :  he  expressed  an 
ardeqt  desire  to  be  led  to  the  house  of  Gtod;  and  his  mother  remarked,  that 
lie  often  bitterly  lamented,  when  the  bell  sounded  from  a  neighbouring 
church,  that  the  want  of  clothes  prevented  him  from  going  with  the  multi- 
tude to  keep  holy-day.  On  making  his  situation  known,  he  was  soon 
<Aimished  with  necessary  apparel ;  and  has  ever  since  been  a  regular  and 
constant  attendant  at  church.  He  has  been  admitted  into  a  Sunday-School^ 
where  his  conduct  is  exemplary,  and  his  progress  rapid :  he  has  committed 
•to  memory  the  whole  of  one  of  the  Epistles,  several  chapters  of  Isaiah,  and 
many  of  the  Psalms."  It  will  gratify  the  reader  to  Icam,  that,  through  the 
continued  exertions  of  those  benevolent  Ladies,  this  poor  boy  is  about  to  be 
admitted  into  an  asylum  for  the  blind,  in  order  to  gratify  his  earnest  desnre 
po  acquire  the  means  of  contributing  towards  his  own  support. 
-  jBw/m,  1819*—- "  By  weekly  visits  to  fuch  poor  fiimilies  as  are  subscribiag 
£»r  Bibles,  the  Collectors  have  obtained  a  fUU  acquaintance,  not  only  with 
their  moral  wants,  but  with  their  temporal  domestic  wants  likewiaeb  Hknt 
wants  have  also  been  supplied :  the  various  distresses  of  numbers  have  been 
greatly  ^leviated  :  the  sick  have  been  furnished  with  medicine ;  the  hungiy 
have  been  fed,  and  the  naked  have  been  clothed.  A  Clothxko  Socistt 
also  has  been  formed,  and  is  principally  supported  by  the  T^ipja,  who  are 
active  members  of  the  Association.'* 

•6.  A  striking  improvement  has  been  witnessed  in  (he  domestic 
habits  of  the  poor:  and  in  no  respect  is  it  more  conspicaously 
manifested  than  by  an  increased  attention  to  cleanliness  and 
decorum. 

.  Dndfe^^  1813.— The  Eev.  Dr.  Booker,  the  highly-respected  Vicar  of  this 
extensive  parish;  observed,  at  the  General  Meeting  of  the  Worcester  Auxili* 
ary  Society—"  On  going  among  the  dwellings  of  the  poor,  our  Committee 
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soon  began  to  remazk  a  diiference  between  those  fiunlties  who  posKssed  a* 
Bible  and  those  who  were  destitute  of  it ;  so  striking  a  differences  that,  oa 
entering  any  house,  we  could  generally  tell,  without  making  an  inquiry,  whe- 
ther it  contained  a  Bible  or  not :  for,  with  few  exceptions,  where  the  Bible 
was  not,  cleanliness  was  not ;  but  every  thing,  both  in  person  and  apartment,* 
that  is  squalid  and  disgusting.  On  the  contrary,  among  persons  of  the  same 
trade  or  calling,  wherever  the  Book  of  God  blessed  the  bumble  dwelling,' 
every  thing  seemed  sanctified  by  it :  every  thing  was  clean ;  every  thing 
*  decent  and  in  order.'  He,  then,  must  be  a  bad  poTitlcian,  and  a  worse  phUo-' 
sopher,  who  has  to  learn  what  a  close  alliance  there  is  between  foul  habits  and 
religious  ignorance.*' 

Ij^me^  181 9. — ^^'The  Ladies  have,  with  the  utmost  pleasure,  observed, 
that  the  poor  in  general  subscribe  witli  the  greatest  cheerfulness;  and  that, 
on  the  day  when  the  Collectors  are  expected,  in  many  instances  both  persona, 
and  houses  are  cleaned  in  readiness  to  receive  the  visitors." 

Plymouth.  Ladie$\  18I9«— '^  The  conviction  once  established,  that  the 
Collectors  have  no  other  aim  in  their  visits  than  the  good  of  their  8ub8criben»* 
enables  them  to  recommend  with  effect,  improved  habits  of  decency  and. 
cleanliness.  In  these  particulars,  many  of  their  apartments  present  a  strike 
ing  contrast  to  what  they  did  at  first ;  and,  in  some  cases,  the  poor  have  not. 
been  backward  to  acknowledge,  with  gratitude,  the  increased  comfort  which 
they  have  derived  from  attention  to  .their  friendly  hinta** 

Daveniry  Ladies*^  1890 — ^'It  is  really  comfortable,"  observed  a  poor, 
woman  to  one  of  the  Collectors,  ^^  to  see  the  change  since  last  year.  So  many 
used  to  be  either  standing  at  their  doors,  or  running  about  Uie  streets,  on  a 
Sunday  evening,  who  are  now  shut  in  their  houses,  reading  the  Bible  to  their 
fiunilies."  \ 

Seven  piaU\  fFestmiTUier^  181 6.—"  One  person,  who  formerly  employed 
the  hours  of  the  LoaD*s-Day  in  reading  a  Sunday  newspaper,  has  reliivr> 
quished  his  usual  gratification,  and  has  devoted  his  time  and  money  to  the 
purchase  and  study  of  a  Bible :  his  wife  has  burnt  the  objectionable  books 
they  before  possessed,  in  the  presence  of  her  husband;  and  he,  who  onos. 
delighted  in  them,  now  reads  his  Bible,  and  attends  the  house  of  UoD, 
which  he  had  before  forsaken." 

Blackfrinrs^  8(e.  Lendon^  1816.—"  Several  very  wicked  and  profiine  per-* 
sons,  who  habitually  worked  together,  were  persuaded  to  join  your  Asso- ' 
dation.  No  sooner  had  they  received  a  Bible,  than  one  person  read  aloud,' 
lor  the  benefit  of  the  rest,  while  they  partook  of  their  meals.  DoubtleaB,  > 
curiosity  at  first  induced  the  perusal ;  but  after  that  stimulus  -subsided,  thcgr 
continued  the  practice,  till  they  gradually  discovered  that  there  is  a  divine 
reality  in  the  Bible,  which  they  had  never  before  suspected.  An  important . 
alteration  was  soon  evident  in  the  conduct  and  conversation  of  several  at 
theae  persons:  they  were  induced  statedly  to  read  the  Bible  for  themselvet, 
to  fear  an  oath,  and  to  frequent  the  house  of  Odd." 

Liverpool  Ladiet\  I8I9< — ^^  A  woman  has  given  up  the  ruinous  practice  of 
drinking  spirits ;  and  her  whole  conduct  appears  to  have  been  altered :  her  * 
cellar  and  children  are  now  clean  and  neat     She  is  subscribing  for  a  Bible, 
and  is  often  found  reading  the  Testament.   Her  husband  has  become  a  r^ular ' 
attendant  on  public  worship,  and  assbts  m  raising  the  weekly  subscription, 
which  at  first  he  opposed." 

?•'  It  is  to  Bible  Associations  we  are  indebted,  if  not  for  the  abf  o- ! 
lute  origin  of  Savings  Banks,  at  least  for  their  general  extension ; 
and  for  the  disposition  excited  in  the  labouring  classes  to  aTtil 
themselTea  of  the  advantages  afforded  hj  those  admirable  institu*' 
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tjont,  mnd  hj  eitablishments  of  a  kindred  natare.    The  foUowing 
extracts  will  aflbrd  a  gratifying  illustration  of  these  remarks : — 

lAverfo^  LuHeis  1S19-— *'  Often,  upon  a  first  visit  to  an  abode  of  penuxj 
■ad  wretchednesa,  faiia  a  Collector  been  reminded,  that  it  was  more  becoming  in 
^er  to  give  than  to  receive ;  and  that  to  raise  a  penny  per  week  fiir  anj  o&r 
article  than  food  or  raiment  was  wholly  impossible  x  but  when  she  has  onoe 
succeeded  in  convincing  the  inhabitants  that  she  has  sought  only  their  wel&re ; 
and  has  kindly  directea  them  how  to  provide,  by  a  prudent  disposd  of  their 
income^  tax  their  own  comfort  and  that  of  their  JGimiUes ;  not  only  has  the 
wedcly  penny  been  easily  spared  for  a  Bible,  but,  in  many  instances,  the  Col- 
lector has  afterwards  been  requested  to  receive  even  a  shilling  a-week  in  the 
summer,  as  a  provisimi  for  the  temporal  wants  which  might  be  folt  in  the 
winter :  thus  Uie  poor  have  been  essentially  served,  by  bemg  taught  to  h^ 
themselves.  As  the  confidence  in  the  Ladies,  on  the  part  of  the  subscribers, 
has  increased,  so  generally  has  this  dispoation  been  manifested,  that  the  Com- 
aiktees  of  several  Aasodations,  whose  districts  are  iiduibited  princjpally  by 
the  kbounng  classfis,  have  deemed  it  expedient  to  form  themselves  into 
BociaTiKS  Foa  Savikos:  and  in  the  Harrington  Association  alone,  inde. 
pendently  of  money  for  Biblea,  more  than  3301.  has  been  deposited,  in  small 
sums,  for  blsnkets,  coals,  and  the  Savings  Bank.'* 

Pl^mnUk  LadU^,  188a— "Your  Committee  have  great  pleasure  ia 
stating,  that  the  hope  expressed  in  their  last  Report,  that  the  Associations 
establiditfd  in  these  towns  mi|^t  operate  in  promoting  habits  of  saving 
among  the  lower  classes,  has  been  justified  by  the  successful  formation  of  a 
society  for  the  direct  and  express  purpose  of  assisting  the  poor  in  maUxw 
some  provision,  during  the  time  they  are  regularly  employed,  for  the  haj£ 
ships  of  the  winter-season.  The  ^'  Plymouth  PaoviDKKT  Socixtt,**  ests- 
Uished  early  in  the  spring,  has  already  two  hundred  and  oxty-seven  deposit 
tors,  whose  weekly  savings  are  collected  by  Loidies,  on  a  plaii  similar  to  that 
of  the  Associations :  and  from  the  eagerness  with  which  it  has  been  met  by 
the  poor,  your  Committee  are  confirmed  in  their  anticipation,  that  the  habit 
ones  formed,  its  application  to  other  ol^ects  will  easily  and  naturally  follow.* 

8.  It  has  been  well  remarked,  that  every  feeling  inspired  by  the 
operations  of  a  Bible  Association,  is  on  the  side  of  virtue  and  inde- 
pendence; and  forms  a  strong  preservative  against  that  meaa, 
selfish,  and  degraded  spirit,  to  which  a  great  part  of  the  miseries 
of  the  ignorant  and  profligate  are  owing.  In  no  respect  has  the 
JQStice  of  this  observation  been  more  decisively  proved,  than  in  the 
loyalty  and  good  order  which  have  characterized  the  members  <^ 
these  institutions,  in  every  part  of  our  country : — 

^  It  is  a  well-authenticated  fiurt,*"  observe  the  Committee  of  the  Sher. 
borne  Branch  Society,  *^  that  wherever  the  Bible  Society  haS  conveyed  her 
Uvii^  stream,  the  demoralising  efiects  of  sedition  and  tumult  have  been 
crushed;  so  that  iwimutf  ktr  membtn  has  been  identified  with  those  wlio 
have  evhiced  insubordination  to  the  government  under  which  we  eajoy  m 
many  real  blessii^;  but  have  been  found  cultivating  peace  on  earth  aad 
good-wUl  towards  men.  If  we  Look,  therefore,  only  to  onr  own  dmniMitiff 
Mvantages,  the  preservation  of  our  youth,  the  tranquillity  and  prasperity  of 
our  empure,  we  cannot  but  solicit  all  who  have  put  their  hands  to  this  gpod 

work  to  be  stesdfost  snd  unmovesble.*' 

m   -         ... 

9«  It  will  readily  bo  believBd»  diat  AeinftieDee  of -a  canse  pro* 
diictive  of  eflbets  like  theso  most  SKtend  hcyaoA  the*  immeratft 
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object!,  and  manifest  its  practical  tendency  m  the  feelinga 
pofiition  of  the  agents.  That  such  has  been  the  result,  the 
extracts  will  be  a  sufficient  evidence : — 

Ptymimtk  Ladiet'.  1819— -'^  Nor  hire  the  advantiiKet  ranUa^  from  1 
▼isits  of  mercy  been  wholly  confined  to  the  |mm-;  the  CoUecton  feel,  that 
lAcy  too  have  to  acknowledge  their  obligations: — ^ralnable  Iomhis  of  eon* 
tentment,  patience,  and  reakpuition,  have  been  learnt  in  these  abodes  of 
poverty :— ihe  opportunity  of  doing  good  hai  been  the  Uesed  opportunity 
of  purchanng  pure  and  devated  pleasures  :^and  lonie  of  your  CoQectois 
have  traced  their  first  fbelisgs  of  genuine  benerolenoe  to  the  knowledge 
thus  acquired  of  the  actual  degree  of  wretchedness  existing  smong  so  msny 
of  thtir  feUow-creatures,  of  which  befine  they  lisd  formed  hot  a  fidnt  and 
inopers^ive  conception.** 

lA»€rp^  ijatlk9\  1830— '^  The  CoIlectQra  have  nol  only  been  cbeeved  bf 
observing  the  happy  efiects  of  their  labours  upon  others,  but  also  by  per« 
ceiving  yie  blessing  return  to  themselves.  The  question  natuiilly  suggiusti 
itself  '^  a  kno«le«lge  of  the  Bible  which  I  distribute  is  essential  to  the 
present  and  ftiture  happiness  of  others,  is  it  not  equally  so  to  mine  V  Thej 
have  hence  been  induced,  in  more  instances  than  one,  to  *  search  the  Scrip- 
tures '  with  personal  interest ;  and  two  Collectors,  who  now  rest  firom  their 
labours,  left  behind  them  an  undisputed  testimony,  that,  having  been  first 
led  by  this  consideration  to  an  attentive  examination  of  the  contents  of  the 
ssered  volume,  under  the  blessing  of  God,  they  found  them  able  to  make  then 
^  wise  unto  sslvation.' " 

10.  ^<  Nothing,"  said  an  estimable  Clergyman  to  the  atitlior  of 
this  work,  *'  nothing  of  an  earthly  nature  has  ever  tended  more  to 
strengthen  my  hands,  than  the  Ladies'  Bible  Association  of  my 
parish.  I  heboid  its  fruits  everywhere.  I  see  them  budding  in 
my  school ;  I  behold  them  ripening  in  my  daily  visits  to  my  people; 
but,  above  all,  I  see  them  matured  as  I  sit  beside  the  dyin?  Chris- 
tian— poor  in  this  world*s  wealth,  but '  rich  infaiik*  And  let  me 
add,  that  my  congregation  has  materially  incraued  since  the  esta* 
blishment  or  this  blessed  Society." 

11.  To  these  testimonies,  it  only  remains  to  add  that  which 
crowns  the  whole.  Let  us  follow  the  Bible  to  the  bed  of  sifffering 
and  of  death ;  and  trace  it  in  its  sacred  office,  under  the  regenera* 
ting  and  sanctifying  influence  of  that  Holy  Spirit  by  which  it  wa« 
dictated  in  mercy  and  applied  in  love.  Here  the  believing  heart 
finds  an  answer  to  the  all-important  question,  *'  WhU  is  truth  f^^^ 
Here  the  vain  delusions  of  the  world,  its  cares,  its  sorrows,  and  its 
joys,  assume  their  real  value : — Here  nothing  can  satisfy,  console^ 
and  animate,  but  that  which  comes  from  Him  who  triumphed  over 
death.  If  the  Bible  can  mitigate  the  calamities  of  life,  where  is  the 
philanthropist  who  would  withhold  the  balqi  ?  If  it  can  disarm 
the  king  of  terrors,  and  dispel  the  last  cloud  that  haacs  upon  the 
confines  of  mortality,  where  is  the  Christian  who  would  not  fly  to 
introduce  the  messenger  of  joy  and  peace? 

The  Committee  of  the  North- H^est  London  Auxiliary  Society,  ia 
their  Report  for  1819,  communicate  the  i^llowina  particulars,  as 
detailed  by  the  CoUecton  of  a  district  in  the  Cavendiil^S^iar 
Awodatiop :--» 
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^  A  yooDg  man  vaa  found,  in  djring  circumstancea,  in  a  daxk  back  reotn. 
The  whole  external  scene  was  that  of  poverty,  affliction,  aqd  woe:  hot  tha' 
atate  of  hia  mind  waa  a  foretaste  of  heaven.  AU  within  was  cdm  and 
happy.  His  hope  was  bejond  the  grave  :^and  the  peace  of  Gon,  wUch 
passeth  all  understanding,  kept  his  heart  and  mind  in  holj  tranquilUty  aad 
joy..  AVhen  inquiry  was  made  by  what  means  he  had  attained  to  this  happy 
state  of  mind,  it  was  ascertained  that  a  little  ^1,  of  ten  years  of  age,  had 
been  accustomed  daily  to  read  to  him  in  a  Bible,  which  she  had  received 
from  this  Association.  This  enabled  him  patiently  to  bear  his  adHndty :  he 
believed  the  word  of  God;  and  its  holy  inipenoe  imparted  happiness  in 
misery,  riches  in  poverty,  joy  in  sorrow,  and  life  in  death.** 

In  concluding  this  Chapter,  the  aathor  camnot  deny  himself  the 
pleasure  of  adding  another  testimony  to  the  sufficiency  of  tHfe  holy 
•criptores,  as  delivered  by  his  valued  friend  Dr.  Oltnthus  Gregory, 
of  the  Royal  Military  Academy,  Woolwich,  at  the  Fourth  Annual 
Meetine  of  the  Blackheath  Auxiliary  Society.  While  i$  exem* 
plifies  the  awful  but  sustaining  truth,  that  "  he  thai  betieveth  on  the 
Son  of  God  hath  the  witness  in  himself,  may  it  incite  us  to  Increased 
and  persevering  exertion  in  making  known  to  every  natiSn,  kindred, 
tongue,  and  people,  that  Record  which  He  hath  given  us — **  And 
this  is  the  Record,  thai  God  hath  given  to  us  eternal  life,  and  iktM 
life  is  in  his  Son  .'*' — 

'*  Immersed,  as  I  long  have  been,  and  sinking,  as  I  sometimes  feef 
myself^  under, the  pressure  of  numerous  duties  and  avocatiom,  it 
has  not  been  py  lot  to  visit  the  abodes  of  adversity  and  want  so 
frequently  as  some  of  my  respected  friends  near  me.  NevertheleiB, 
I  have  sometimes  seen  the  power  of  religion  exemplified  among 
those  whom  the  kindness  of  others  has  furnished  with  the  Word  of 
God ;  and  the  remarkable  instance  to  which  I  now  advert,  1  would 
fain  describe,  though  I  feel  myself  utterly  incompetent  to  do  it 
justice. 

'*  More  than  twelve  months  ago/ 1  went,  pursuant  to  the  request 
of  B  poor  but  benevolent  woman  in  my  neighbourhood,  to  visit  an 
indigent  man,  greatly  afflicted.  On  entering  the  cottage,  I  found 
him  alone  j  his  wife  having  gone  to  procure  him  milk  from  a  Knd 
neighbour.  I  was  startled  at  the  sight  of  a  pale  emaciated  man,  a 
living  image  of  death,  fastened  upright  in  his  chair  by  a  rude  mecha- 
nism of  cords  and  belts  hanging  from  the  ceiling.  He  was  totally 
unable  to  move  either  hand  or  foot ;  having, /or  iwore  than  four  years, 
been  entirely  deprived  of  the  use  of  his  limbs ;  yet  the  whole  time 
suffering  extreme  anguish  from  swellings  at  all  his  joints.  As  soon 
as  I  had  recovered  a  little  from  my  surprise  at  seeing  so  pitiable  an 
object,  I  asked,  *  Are  you  left  alone,  my  friend,  in'this  deplorable 
situatioii  ?' — «  No,  Sir,*  replied  he,  in  a  touchingly  feeble  tone  of  mild 
resignation  (nothing  but  his  lips  and  eyes  moving  while  he  spake), 
*  I  am  not  alone,  for  (Sod  is  with  me.*  On  advancing,  I  soon  found 
the  secret  of  this  striking  declaration ;  for  his  wife  had  left  on  his* 
knees,  propped  with  a  cushion  formed  for  the  purpose^  a  Bible,  lying 
open  at  a  favourite  portlbn  of  the  Psalms  of  David.  I  sat  down  by 
him,  and  conversed  with  him.     Og  ascertaining  that  he  had  but  g 
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small  weekly  allowance  certain,  1  inquired  how  the  remainder  of  his 
wants  were  supplied.  '  Why,  Sir,'  said  he,  *  *tis  true,  as  you  say, 
seven  shillings  a-week  would  never  support  us:  but,  when  it  isgone, 
1  rely  upon  the  promise  I  find  in  this  Book,  *  Bread  shall  be  given 
him,  and  his  water  shall  be  sure.*  I  asked  him,  if  he  ever  felt 
tempted  to  repine,  under  the  pressure  of  so  long*continued  and  heavy 
a  calamity  ?  *  Not  for  the  last  three  years,'  said  he ;  *  blessed  be 
Goo  fom !' — the  eve  of  fiuth  sparkling,  and  giving  life  to  his  pallid 
countenance,  while  ne  made  the  declaration ; — *  fori  have  learned  in 
this  Book  in  whom  to  believe :  and  though  I  am  awar#of  my  weak- 
ness and  unworthinesi,  I  am  persuaded  &at  he  will  never  leave  me 
nor  Sprsaki  me.  And  so  it  is,  that  oft«i  when  my  lips  are  closed 
with  locked-jaw,  and  I  cannot  speak  to  the  glory  of  God,  he  ena^ 
bles  me  to  singj^s  praises  in  my  heart.' 

**  This,  and  mucn  more,  did  I  hear  during  my  first  visit :  and,  in 
my  subsequent  visits  (for  I  am  not  asAamed  to  say,  that  often,  for 
my  own  benefit,  have  I  gone  to  the  cottage  of  this  afflicted  man),  I 
generally  %nnd  him  with  his  Bible  on  his  knees,  and  uniformly  wit- 
nessed the  like  resignation  flowing  from  the  blessing  of  God  upon 
the  constant  perusal  of  his  Holy  Word.  He  died  with  a  hope  full 
of  immortality,  and  is  now  gone  to  the  *  rest  that  remaineth/or  the 
peopie  of  GotL^  And  gladly  would  I  sink  into  the  obscurity  of  the 
same  cottage,  gladly  even  would  I  languish  in  the  same  chair,  could 
I  but  enjoy  the  same  uninterrupted  communion  with  God,  be  always 
filled  with  the  same  strong  consolation,  and  always  behold  with 
equally  vivid  perception  sparkling  before  me,  the  same  celestial 
crown. 

"  What,  I  would  ask,  what  but  the  heartfelt  influence  of  the 
truths  of  rdiffion,  what  but  the  most  decided  faith  in  the  promises 
of  the  Gospel,  could  enable  a  man  to  sustain  such  a  continuity  of 
affliction,  not  merely  with  tranquillity,  but  with  thankfulness  ?  And 
what  can  convince  an  individual  of  the  utility,  nay,  the  duty,  of  dis- 
tributing Bibles  among  the  indigent,  who  does  not  become  per- 
suaded by  such  an  example  as  this  ?  for  all  this  poor  man's  know- 
ledge, ana  all*his  internal  comfort^  were  derived  from  the  Word  of 
God!" 


I.  \ 
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CHAP-  VIII. 

CONCLUDING  OBSERVATIONS. 


**'  LST   ALL   THIirOS  BK  DOITS  DECEITTLT  AVD   ITT   OmDEi.** 

-  1  COR.  XIV.  4a 

SECTION  I. 

HINTS  RELATITE  TO  THE  DUTIES  THAT  DEVOLVE   OK  THE  OFFI- 
CERS AND  COLLECTORS  OF  BIBLE  ASSOCIATIONS. 

Ihe  following  suggestions  are  respectfully  submitted  to 
those  who  superintend  and  conduct  tne  operatioj^  of  these 
important  Institutions ;  under  a  hope  that  they  w3^  &cilitate 
their  proceedings,  and  explain  every  point  of  apparent  diffi- 
culty. In  many  of  them,  a  degree  of  repetition,  and  aminut&- 
ness  of  detail,  will  be  observed :  but  these  defects  appear  of 
minor  consequence,  when  compared  with  the  advantages  to  be 
derived  from  a  clear  and  accurate  knowledge  of  the  system. 
.  Those  passaxres  in  the  Hints  to  the  Officers  wludi  are  in 
'Italics,  are  excTusivelv  applicable  to  Associations  connected 
,with  a  Ladies*  &anch.  In  every  case  where  difficulty  wa§ 
anticipated,  a  note  has  been  subjoined ;  and  it  is  hoped  the 
purport  has  been  rendered  sufficiently  clear  to  explain  the 
piode  pursued  in  all  Bible  Associations,  however  constituted, 
and  wnether  conducted  by  Ladies  or  Gentlemen. 

*•«  M  the  ^dmetu  referred  to  wili  hefamnd  m  Chap.  VII.  Seetkm  V.,  «iileff 
itbeftated  to  ike  centrwy, 

*  r       L 

I—PRESIDENT  AND  VICE-PRESIDENTS. 

1.  The  President  of  a  Bible  Association  may  render  essentisl 
services  to  the  cause,  by  attending  the  Meetings,  and  taking  tlic 
chair  of  the  Committee.  * 

2.  A  similar  remark  is  applicable  to  the  Vice-Presidents,  one 
of  whom  occupies  the  chair  m  the  President's  absence. 

S.  Punctuality  of  attendance  is  highly  desirable,  not  only  as  an 
example  to  the  other  members,  but  that  the  business  may  com- 
mence precisely  at  the  hour  appointed,  and  much  valuable  time  be 
saved. 

4.  In  the  circles  wherein  they  move,  these  officers  may  mate- 
rially promote  the  object  of  the  Institution,  by  circulating  informa- 
tion on  the  subject,  and  'correcting  erroneous  Impressions.    It  is 
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TBKfttuiaB^s  I>atiei*-«t  a-Conmiitte&JCeetiiig. 

MareelTneoeMkry  €o  add^  that  they  will  be  better  qualified  to 
e£Pect  this  if  diey  vegularly  attend  the  meetiogs  of  the  Committee, 
and  judge  for  themMlTes. 


II.— TREASURER. 

The  only  book  of  which  tlie  Treasurer  takes  charge  is  the  small 
Cash^rBook — Specimen  No.  xxii. 
The  duties  of  the  Treasurer  are  as  follow : — 

At  a  Gommittee-iMeeting— 

1.  In  the  absence  of  the  President  and  Vice-Presidents,  to  take 
the  chair,  and  preserve  order. 

2.  To  be  intimately  acquainted  with  the  several  duties  of  the 
Minute,  Cash,  and  Bible  Secretaries  |  and  with  the  regular  order 
of  proceeding  at  a  Committee-meeting. 

3.  To  regulate  the  proceedings  by  the  Agenda,  or  paper  of  busi- 
ness {See  Specimen,  No*  x|i.),  then  laid  before  die  chair  by  the 
Minute  Secretary,  - 

4.  When  a  resolution  has  been  moved  and  seconded,  to  request 
the  opinion  of  the  Committee  by  a  shew  of  hands,  both  for  and 
against. 

5«*  While  the  Minnte  Secretary  reads  the  Collectors'  Reports,  the 
Treasurer  (if  not  in  the  chair)  will  observe  that  the  Testaments 
LENT  are  ticcounted.  for;  make  out  a  list  of  applications  for  loans  ; 
and,  when  voted  by  the  Committee,  fill  up  tickets  for  their,  delivery^ 
and  give  them  to  Uie  Collectors.  When  the  Treasurer  presides,  she 
requests  one  of  the  Collectors  to  sit  at  the  table,  and  perform  tUs 
duty.  The  regularitv  and  decorum. of  the  meeting  should  consti-^ 
tute  the  sole  object  or  attention  with  the  individual  who  presides. 

6.  To  sign  the  Cash  Secretary's  statement,  after  having  compared 
it  with  the  entries  in  her  own  book. 

l.-^The  Treasurer  u  rectmimehded  to  JUI  up  her  Monthly  Report  to 
the  Ladies*  Branch  (see  Specimen,  No.  xxiii.)  before  she  leaves 
the  table  of  the  Associa-tion  Committee ^  or  to  fix  a  fime  of  meeting 
with  the  Secretaries  for  this  purpose.  A  duplicate  copy  qf  this 
Report  should  be  handed  to  the  Minute  Secretary,  to  paste  into  the 
Report  Book, 

8.  The  Treasurer  to  consider  herself,  upon  all  subjects  before  tl^e 
JBrancr  Committee,  as  the  representative  of  her  Association ;  and  as 
such,  present,  monthly,  aReport;  and  pay  over  the  ammnt  voted  iy 
her  Committee  to  the  Cash  Secretary  of  the  Ladies*  Branch. 

"    *  Tlus  ttint  ii,  of  course,  inapplicable  to  ttaOM  Associations  which  have  not 
adopted  the  plan  of  a  Loan  Fund. 

f  Should  the  plan  of  transmitting  Monthly  Reports  to  the  Auxiliary  {or 
Branch)  Societies  with  which  they  are  connected,  be  hereafter  adopted  by  any 
Associations,  this  suggestion  will  be  equally  applicable  to  them. 

LLS 
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MnniTS  SscmETJLKT's  Duties—at  a  Commxttee-Meeting. 

^.  •  The  money  voted  should  be  paid  to  the  Cash  Secretary  of  ike 
Ladies'  Branch  only  at  the  Branch  Committee^meetings. 

10.  The  Treasurer  is  particularly  requested,  never  ta  pay  any 
money  until  furnished  by  the  Minute  Secretary  with  a  copy  of  the 
rote  of  the  Committee  authorising  sudi  payment.  This  copy  to 
be  filed  as  a  Toucher. 


in.— MINUTE  SECRETARY. 
The  Minute  Secretary  takes  charge  of  the  ^*  Rough  Minute 
Book,"  the  "  Fair  Minute  Book,"  and  the  "« Report  Book"  {see 
Specimens,  No.  xi.  and  No,  ziii.) ;  and  is  considered  the  Depositary 
for  all  the  books  and  papers  required  by  the  Collectors,  except 
those  relating  to  the  delivery  of  Bibles  and  Testaments. 

Her  duties  are, — 
At  a  Committee-Meeting'— 

1.  To  place  the  Agenda,  or  paper  of  busmess,  preyiously  pre- 
pared, before  the  Lady  who  presides. 

2.  To  take  up  the  business  from  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting, 
when  they  have  been  read  b^  the  Bible  Secretary;  and  either  report 
each  of  them  **  Complied  with/'  or  move  **  That  it  be  continued.*' 

S.  To' call  for  the  Treasurer's  Report;  read,  and  attach  the  same 
to  the  Rough  Minute  Book. 

4.  To  call  for  the  Cash  Secretary's  Monthly  Statement ;  read, 
and  attach  it  to  the  Rough  Minute  Book. 

5.  To  call  for  the  Bible  Secretary's  Report ;  read,  and  attach  it 
to  the  Rough  Minute  Book. 

N.  B.  if  what  is  termed  **  a  Guard  Book  "  be  procured  by  the 
Minute  Secretary,  and  these  Reports  be  pasted  in  it,  in 
regular  order,  after  every  Committee-meeting,  it  wiH 
«ave  coDsiderable  time  in  copying ;  as  a  reference  to  the 
page  of  the  Guard  Book  will  be  quite  sufficient  to  insert 
m  the  Fair  Minute  Book. 

6.  To  call  for  Reports  from  the  Collectors  of  each  District,  be- 
ffinning  with  No.  1 ,  and  read  audibly  the  amount  of  **  Free  Contri- 
butions,'* <<  Bible  Subscriptions,"  and*' Total;"  with  the  other  par- 
ticulars on  the  first  page;  then  the  **  Facts  and  Observations  :"  and, 
if  correctly  filled  up,  proceed  to  reverse  them  successively  upon  ^ 
table,  separatiog  those  which  require  observation,  to  be  read  and 
considered  subsequently,  whilst  the  Cash  Secretary  is  adding  up  her 
columns. 

7.  To  move  that  the  Reports  then  read  be  received. 

8.  t  To  read  over  the  list  of  Loans  applied  for,  and  move  that 
they  be  granted. 

*  la  reference  to  Associations  connected  directly  with  an  Auxiliarj  (or 
Bo^nch)  Society,  the  Treasurer  remiu  the  money  to  the  Cash  Secretaiy  of  inch 
Society,  and  reqnests  an  acknowladgment  of  the  remittance. 

f  Where  the  Loao  Fund  b  not  ettabliahed,  this  auggeation  it,  of  oounf* 
ixuipplicable. 
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Minute  Secretary's  Duties^after  a  Committee-Meeting. 


9.  To  inquire  if  any  member  of  the  Committee  wish  to  propose 
any  Lady  as  a  Collector  or  Visitor.  The  absent  person,  being  pro- 
posed and  seconded  by  Ladies  who  know  her,  will  be  received  by 
rote  of  the  Committee^  and  immediately  appointed  to  a  district. 

10.  To  report  any  vacant  districtx,  in  order  tliat  they  may  be 
supplied  with  Collectors. 

11.  To  propose  new  business. 

12.  To  call  for  the  Cash  Secretary's  Report;  and  move  that  the 
amotint  be  paid  over  to  the  Treasurer. 

13.*To  move  thai  the  Treasurer  pay  over  a  certain  even  sum  to 
the  Cash  Secretary  of  die  Ladies*  Branch. 

14.  To  inquire  if  any  Lady  have  anv  new  business  to  propose. 

15.  To  read  over  the  Minutes  of  the  meeting  before  the  Com- 
mittee separate. 

After  a  Committee-Meeting — 

1 .  To  copy  the  Minutes  into  the  Fair  Minute  Book ;  and  enter 
into  the  Report  Book  all  the  important  "  Facts  and  Observations'* 
contained  in  the  Reports  of  tluit  month ;  and  afterwards  *61e  the 
Reports,  date  them,  and  preserve  them,  with  all  other  documents 
belonging  to  the  Association. 

2.  To  copy,  and  send  to  the  Treasurer,  the  Minute  authorising 
her  to  make  every  payment ;  to  the  Cash  Secretary,  a  copy  of  the 
Minute  authorising  pa3rments  to  the  Treasurer  i  to  the*  Minute 
Secretary  of  the  Ladies'  Branch^^  a  copy  of  any  Minute  requiring 
her  attention ;  and  to  every  other  person  whom  it  may  concern,  a 
copy  of  the  Minute  specifying  the  duty  to  be  discharged  by  such 
pmon. 

S.  To  give  the  Collectors  any  instructions  they  may  require 
relative  to  their  duties ;  to  supply  them  with  Visiting  and  Collecting 
Books^jee  No.  i.  and  No,  ii.),  and  all  other  requisites  suited  to  their 
several  districts. 

4.  To  keep  a  small  assortment  of  the  various  kinds  of  papers  for 
the  use  of  the  Collectors,  and  appoint  a  time  when  they  may  be 
delivered.. 

5.  To  issue  all  notices  of  Special  Committee-meetings. 

6.  IFhen  the  District  Committee  of  the  Ladies*  Branch  art  assem- 
lied  to  draw  up  their  Monthly  Report  (each  furnishing  her  quota),  the 
Minute  Secretary  is  to  write  itj  filling  up  the  blanks  contained  in  the 
printed  form,  and  selecting  the  most  interesting  facts  for  insertion. 

J.  A  copy  of  the  District 'Committee^s  Repori^  as  a^ove^  is  to  ie 


^  It  it  evident,  that  in  reference  to  Asaociationt  connected  direcdjr  with  an 
Attxiliarj  (or  Branch)  Sociecj,  thia  vote  wiU  he  go  expressed.  In  these  .caaea  die 
mnittance  is  ^ade  to  the  Cash  Secreiary  of  the  Auuliarj  (or  Branch)  Sodety, 
and  an  ackBOwiedgment  requcatad,  which  ia  praserred  aa  a  ▼ouobor  by  the  Trea- 
surer of  the  Association.'^ 

f  Or,  the  Secretary  of  the  Auxiliary  (or  Branch)  Socieigr,  in  caaas  whmo  no 
Ladiea*  Branch  intanrenca. 
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Minute  Secretaij'a  Duties — ^previous  to  a  Public  Distribulioii. 

entered  regularly  in  the  '*  Report  Book"  or  a  duplicate  copt/  aHacked 
hf  white  wafers  in  its  proper  place  $  and  the  Report  is  to  be  presented, 
hy  the  Minute  Secretary  y  to  the  Ladies'  Branch. 

8.  It  is  recommended  thai  the  Treasurer  and  Secretaries  prepare 
their  Monthly  District  Reports  to  the  Ladies"  Branch,  before  they  leave 
the  table  of  the  Association  Committee^  or  fix  a  time  of  meeting  fw 
this  purpose. 

9.  The  Minute  Secretary,  witE  the  assistaDce  of  the  other 
officers,  or  of  a  Sub-Comniittee  appointed  for  that  purpose,  usually 
writes  the  Annual  Report  (see  No.  xxv.)>  and  submits  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee ;  and  when  approved,  forwards  a  copy  of  the  same  to  the 
Minute  Secretary  of  the  Zanies*  BrancA. 

•  Previous  to  a  Public  Distribution — 

1.  To  give  notice  to  the  Minute  Secretary  of  the  Ladies'  Branekf 
if  possible  a  month  previously,  of  an  intended  public  distribution ; 
and  request  a  supply  of  Collectors*  Lists,  free  contributors'  tickeu, 
and  handbills.  . 

2.  To  give  a  **  Collector's  List"  to  every  Collector,  two  or  three 
weeks  previous  to  a  public  distribution  $  with  a  charge  that  such  list 
be  filled  up,  and  sent  to  the  Bible  Secretary,  jit  least  a  week  before 
the  day  appointed  for  the- public  dbtribution. 

N.  B.  If  the  r^ular  Cpmmittee- meeting  be  two  or  three  weeks 

previous  to  a  public  dist^bution,  the  ^<  Lists"  may  be  gives 

to  the  CoUectora  after  the  usual  business  has  been  di»* 

posed  of. 

S.   To  disperse  the  handrbills.and  free  contributors'  tickets, 

through  the  medium  of  the  Collectors ;  and  have  some  hi^idbills 

placarded. 

4«  To  request  the  assistance  of  the  District  Committee  of  the 
Auxiliary  Society  in  conducting  the  public  distribution ;  and  to 
send  invitations  to  such  other  Gentlemen  as  nuiy  be  deemed  suitable, 
inviting  them  to  take  part  in  the  business. 

6w  To  give  intimation  of  the  cUstribution,  if  possible^  at  the  pre- 
ceding Branch  Committee  j  if  noty  to  forward  a  copy  oj  the  handbill 
to  each  member^ 


IV.— CASH  SECRETARY. 
The  Cadi  Secretary  takes  charge  of  the  <'  Cash  Book,"  and  of 
the. '.'  Free  Contributors'  Book"  (see  Specimens^  Nos.  zv.  and  xvi.) : 

*  These  suggestions  ere  of  course  huppKcable  Where  the  mode  of  pobliedb* 
tiflmtioti  is  not  adopted  r  In  Atsodetlons  conducted  by  Gentlemen^  the  8^ 
cretAries,  or  m  6ub*Coaiinittee  eppointed  for  the  purpose,  midce  the  prdfminirj 
arrangements.  In  Ladies*  Associstiona  connected  directly  with  an  Auxiliary  (or 
Bimnch)  Society,  the  Secretaries,  or  a  Sub- Committee  of  such  Sodetyi  diecharge 
ffais  duty.    See  Section  III.  of  thU  Chapter. 
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Ca«b  S£CRSTAaT*8  DutJcs    in  reference  to  a  Committee-Meeting. 

0be  also  receives  from  the  Minute  Secretary  a  stock  of  printed  form^ 
of  the  Collectors*  Monthly  Reports,  and  the  requisite  number  of  the 
**  Extracts  o£  Correspondence,"  monthly.  ^ 

Her  duties  are, — 

••    In  reference  to  a  Cosunittee-Meedng, — 

[  1.  To  provide  a  suitable  room  for  the  meeting  of  the  Committee; 
re^;ularlr  to  see  that  it  is  prepared  for  their  reception  at  the  ap- 
pointed nour  ;  and  to  defray  all  incidental  expenses  attending  it. 
'  2.  To  bring  the  Cash  Book,  for  the  purpose  of  entering  the  cash 
then  delivered ;  and  the  duplicate  bags,  ready  to  return  to  the 
Collectors ;  each  containing  one  blank  form  of  the  Monthly  District 
Report ;  and  so  many  copies  of  the  last  number  of  the  **  Monthly 
Extracts"  as  will  furnish  one  to  each  Collector  of  the  district,  and 
lo  every  free  contributor  of  10^.  6i.  and  upwards  per  annum  ;•  and 
place  the  said  bags  before  the  Bible  Secretary, 

S.  To  present  the  Monthly  Statement  of  the  Funds  of  the  As* 
sociation^  signed  by  the  Treasurer  and  herself,  when  called  for  by 
the  Minute  Secretary. — See  No,  xvii. 

.  4.  To  enter  the  sums  in  the  Cash  Book,  as  read  by  the  Minute 
Secretary,  under  the  respective  heads  of  <<  fVee,"  «*  Bibles,"  and 
**  Total ;"  and  imm^bately  after  the  Reports  are  concluded,  add 
up  the  columns,  compare  the  amount  with  the  Bible  Secretary,  and 
report  as  follows : — 

Received  this  Month, 


In  Free  Contributions,  £• 

In  Bible  Subscriptions,   £• 

Total    •    •  f . 


5.\  To  take  charge  of  the  free  contributors'  transfer  tickets 
{see  No.  vi.)  presented  by  tlie  Collectors ;  afterwards  mark  every 
contributor  who  has  removed  into  another  Association,  as  **  re- 
moved," in  the  **  Free  Contributors'  Book ;"  and  pass  the  ticket  td 
the  Collectors  of  the  district,  or  to  the  Cash  Secretaiy  of  th^ 
Association  in  which  the  person  now  resides. 

6.  To  pay  all  incidental  expenses .  of  the  Society ;  enter  the 
amoupt  in  the  "  Cash  Book"  (see  Fourth  Specimen  of  No.  xv.);  and 
brbg  in  her  account  quarterly  to  the  Committee. 

7.  To  take  home  the  Collectors'  Reports  from  the  Committee, 

*  In  maaj  AisociitioDS,  a  few  additional  copies  are  placed  in  the  bag,  wUcb 
die  Coliccton  tend  to  their  free  eontribolors  of  smaller  sums.  This  baa  been 
attended  witb  the  most  gratifying  results,  and  is  strongly  recommended  to  other 
Associations. 

t  Where  the  plan  of  **  Transfer  Tickets"  is  not  adopted,  this  hint  is  inap-* 
pliesble. 
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Cash  Secretar7*8  Duties— prerious  to  a  PuUic  IMfltributioa. 

check  the  amount  in  the  **  Cash  Book/'  enter  the  nev  free  con* 
tributors,  mark  the  Reports  in  one  comer  C.  8.,  and  forward  them  to 
die  Bible  Secretary. 

8.  To  take  home  the  ba^  contaming  the  money;  rercxamine  the 
respective  amounts ;  and,  if  incorrect/  have  the  error  reotified  bj 
the  Collectors  of  the  district ;  pay  over  the  total  amouiH  to  the 
Treasurer ;  and  put  a  blank  form  of  the  District  B.cnKirt»  and  the 
requisite  number  of  copies  of  the  last  sheet  of  '*  Monthly  Kuracts^'* 
in  each  bag,  ready  for  the  next  meeting. 

9.  In  every  press  of  business,  the  Cash  Secretarv.  (whose-dutieB 
are  the  least  arduous)  will  assist  the  Minute  and  Bible  Secretancf* 
when  requested. 

la  Ai  ihe  meeting  of  the  officers  to  draw  up  the  Treasurer's  ami 
District  Committee's  Months  ReporU  to  the  Ladies'  Branch  (see 
Aof. XXIII.  and  xxiv.)>  ^he-dash  Secretary  will  supply  tkeTreasurer, 
from  her  "  Cash  Book  *'  with  materials  for  her  Report ;  and  hope 
inserted  in  the  District  Committee's  Beport  the  number  of  free  am* 
iributors  now  on  the  books,  and  tfie  total  number  dnce  the  establish' 
ment, 

11.  At  the  close  of  theyear\  th^  Cash  Secretary  furnishes  to  the 
Minute  Secretory  of'  the  Ladies*  Branchy  a  correct  alphabetical  list  ^ 
ull  the  free  contributors  of  halfa-guinea  and*  upwards  peraunumf 
fo  be  published^  under  the  head  of  tMAssociationt  in  theAnmusi  Retort 
of  the  Ladies'  Branch.* 

12.  fVhen  the  Annual  Reports  are  printed,  the  Cash  Secretary  will 
apply  to  the  Minute  Secretary  oftlie  Ladies'  Branch  for  the  refuisite 
number  of  copies ;  and  see  that  they  are  properly  dtstrUnOed  to  each 
CoUectoTt  andf  through  theJDollectors,  to  each  anuual  conlributor  ^ 
lOf.  6d.  and  upwards.f 

m 

I  Previous  to  a  Pul^lic.Diatribation — 

1*  Prqparatory  to  a  public  distribution,  tlie  Cash  Secretary 
should  request  toe  Secretaries  of  the  Auxiliary  (or  Branch)  Society 
to  provide  a  commodious  room  for  the  purpose ;  and  to  have  it 
cleaned,  aired,  lighted,  and  properly  fujpished  with  benches,  chain, 
table,  &c. :  and,  when  the  place  is  selected,  inform  the  Minute 
Secretary,  in  order  that  it  may  be  properly  advertised. 

9.  To  enm;e  a' person  to  attend  at  the  door,  who  shall  "Sirect  all 
persons  furnished  with  public  distribution  tickets  to  seats  reserved 
for  them  round  the  room ;  the  benches  across  the  middle  being 

•  In  AsfodatSont  that  are  not  connected  with  •  Ladici'  Branch,  and  in  alt 
Anociations  which  publiih  their  own  Annual  Reportt,  this  liai  should  be  handed 
«n  the  Minute  Secretary,  that  it  ma/  be  included  in  Uie  Report. 

f  The  Committeet  of  Associations  which  print  tlieir  Annual  Reports^  will 
4n4  the  mode  of  distributing  them  here  recommended,  the  best  calculated  to 
ensure  tbe  supply  of  the  free  contributors.  Dissatisfaction  has  been  fTprwsrd 
is  some  plapes  in  conseqocipce  of  the  neglect  of  (his  duty. 

}  Where  the  mode  of  public  distributioa  is  not  adopted,  ihaM  hioti  uo 
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appropriated  to  free  contiibuton  and  the  public,  with  a  sufficient 
space  between,  for  the  subscribers  to  ppss  round  the  room  to  receive 
their  Bibles. 

N.  B.  Advantage  has  been  derived,  in  many  places,  from  sup-» 
plying  Fane  Contributors  with  tickets  of  admission. 
See  SecHomllL  of  this  Chapter. 
8.  *  To  provide  plates  for  receiving  contributions  at  the  door, 
4.    To  receive  the  cash  collected,  pay  the  incidental  expenses, 
and  report  and  pay  in  the  remainder  at  the  next  Committee-meet- 
ing ;  the  amount  to  be  entered  in  the  Cash  Book,  at  the  end  of  the 
distiiet  numbers,  as  <<  Collection,**  and  under  the  column  **  Free." 


v.— BIBLE  SECRETARY. 

The  Bible  Secretary  takes  charge  of  the  '<  Bible  Book**  {ut 
No.  XT! II.)  and  *^  Loan  Fund  Book  "  (see  No.  xxu),  and  is  consi- 
dered the  Depositary  of  all  Bibles  and  Testaments  for  the  use 
of  the  Association,  as  well  as  of  the  Loan  Stock.  She  also  takes 
charge  of  the  books  of  tickets  for  the  delivery  of  the  Bibles 
and  Testaments,  whether  by  public  or  private  distribution,  the 
Loan  Tickets,  and  the  stamp  for  marking  the  Bibles  and  Tea* 
taments.  t 

Her  duties  are,— 

At  a  Committee  Meeting — 

1 .  To  calf  over  the  names  of  the  members,  and  read  the  minutes 
of  the  last  Meeting. 

2.  To  present  a  Report  monthly,  when  called  for. — See  No.  xz. 
N«  B.  The  Bible  Secretary  will  find  it  advantageous  to  fill  up 

this  Report  on  the  day  preceding  the  Committee-meet- 
ing ;  and,  if  a  duplicate  copy  be  preserved  and  filed,  it 
will  not  only  prevent  trouble,  but  diminish  the  risk  of 
error  in  preparing  the  subsequent  Reports.  It  will  also 
tend  to  facilitate  the  preparation  of  these  Reports,  if  the 
Bible  Secretary  keep  a  loose  sheet  of  paper  in  the. 
Bible  Book,  for  such  memoranda  as  are  supplied  by  the 
Collectors*  Reports; — for  instance,  the  number  or  new 
subscribers  in  the  last  month,  thenumber  of  those  who. 
have  discontinued,  &c. 

3.  When  the  Minute  Secretary  calls  for  the  bags,  the  Bible 
Secretary  is  to  receive  them  in  regular  succession  from  the  Col- 
lectors ;  return  the  duplicates  containing  the  printed  form  of  the  . 
Report,  and  the  requisite  number  of  copies  of  the  last  sheet  of 

•  This  and  the  following  sogge«tion  are  equally  applicable  ill  rererencc  to 
^miwii/ MeeUngt  of  Bible  AiM)ciauont,generally. 

*  t  It  will  be  perceived,  that  some  parts  of  tliia  observation  are  inapplicable  to 
thow  Aaioeiatioiis  wblch  do  not  adopt  the  **  JxMn  Fund"  plan,  and  otbera 
10  tboie  which  do  not  hold  Meetings  for  public  diitribiitidns. 


Bible  SecreUrf's  Dutiea^jrith  respect  to  the  Depooitoij. 


MoBtlilj  Eioract^ ;  count  the  ivoney,  write  die  totals  on  a  slip  of 
paper,  retvtm  the  cash  j»to  thf  .  bag«»  and  ^e  them  up.  After  adding 
up  and  com'parine  the  total  amount  received  with  the  Caah  Secce* 
tary,  the  latter  takes  charge  of  the  bags»  money,  and  Reporu. 

4.  *To  lay  before  Oie  Treasurer  a  list  of  4he  bibles  and  TesU- 
ments  lent  ;  that  while  the  Reports  are  rrpjipg,  die  niay  observe 
if  they  are  accounted  for  by  the  Collectors. 

5.  •  To  supply  the  Treasurer  at  the  table  with  loan  tickets  (see 
No»  VII.),  that  they  may  be  filled  up  according  to  the  louis  theo 
voted. 

6.  fTo  iieceive.from.the  Collectors  the  Bible  subscribecs'  dapli--% 
cate  Transfer  Tickets  (see  No,  vi.  Second  Specimen)9  and  hand  them 
over  to  the  Collectors  of  the  district  into  which  die  subscriker  has 
removed.  If  the  party  have  removed  into  another  Assodadon,  the 
transfer  dcket  to  be  delivered  to  the  Bible  Secretary  of  such  Asso- 
dadon,  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Ladies^  Branch  CommiiUe. 

N.B.  AllBibk  Subscribers'  Transfer  Tickets  received  fnm  the 
Secretaries   of  other  Associations  should  be  immediateiy 
J4ed  till  the  end  of  the  year. — See  vith  Observation  on 
No.  VI. 

^ .   Widi  respect  to  die  Depository^  to  observe— 

1.  When  a  supply  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  is  required;  to  ascer- 
tain, by  applicadon  to  the  Cash  Secretary,  the  balance  in  the  hands 
of  the  Ladies'  Branchy  which  the  amount  of  the  order  should  never 
exceed ;  then  fill  up  one  of  the  orders  (see  No.  six.),  calculate' the 
ftnounts,  and  send  it  to  the  Bible  Secretary  t  of  liie  Ladies*  Branch, 

2.  That  the  d^ositoiy  be  regularly  well  supplied  with  the  various 
de^ptions  of  cibles  and  Testaments  required  by  subscribeis, 
which  should  be  all  neady  stamped  before  putting  them  hi  theur 
places. 

*.  S.  To  furnish  the  CoUectors,  on  applicadon,  with  Delivery 
Tickets  {see  No.  viii.)  for  the  supply  of  the  individuals  who  may 
nequire  their  copies'  previous  to  a  public  distribudon,  filling  up 
the  blanks  in  the  dckets  before  they  are  delivered  to  the  Cof- 
leetors.  II 

*  TkM86  tuggettions  are  only  appllcsb]«  where  the  *<  Loen  Fund"  plaa  ii 


t  This  hint  is,  of  coune,  confined  to  those  Associatio&s  that  adopt  the  plan  td 
•' Tnmafer Hcketa." 

X  In  reference  to  Associations  connected  directly  with  an  Auziliar/  (or  Branch) 
Society,   the  order  is  directed  to  the  Bible  Secretary  or  Depositary  of  such 


II  If  the  number  of  Bibles  and  TesUnents  distributed  privately  be  oonsU 
derable,  as  well  as  in  Associations  which  do  not  adopt  the  plan  of  public  dia- 
tHbutionsy  the  Bible  Secretary  delivers  to  the  Collectors  of  each  ^strict  two 
books  of  these  tickets  (one  of  Bible  and  the  other  of  TesUment  ticketo),  marked 
oh  the  back  with  the  number  of  the  dbtiict.  In  all  such  cases  the  tickets  are 
filled  by  the  Collectors. 
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4.  That  the  checks  be  filed,  and  the  blanks  in  the  Bible  Book 
opposite  to  the  receiver's  name  filled  up,  hefwe  the  Bible  or  Tes- 
tament shall  be  delivered  to  the  subscriber. 

*  5.  To  receive  the  Collectors*  Monthly  Reports  from  the  Cash 
Secretary,  and  regularly  enter  the  names  of  new  Bible  subscribers 
in  the  Bible  Book ;  mark  the  iReports  in  one  corner  B.  S.,  and* 
forward  them  to  the  Minute  Secretary. 

6.  Every  parcel  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  sent  from  the  Ladies* 
Branch^  to  the  Bible  Secretary  of  an  Association,  ought  to  be 
accompanied  by  an  invoice.  {See  Specimen  No.  4,  Chap. 11.  SecUY.) 
The  particulars  of  the  Bibles  and  Testaments  specified  in  this  invoice 
should  be  immediately  entered  in  her  book  (see  No.  xviii.  Second 
Specimen)  by  the  Bible  Secretary ;  who  should  then  fold  and  indorse 
the  invoice^  and  hand  it  to  the  Cash  Secretary  of  the  Association, 
by  whom  the  amount  is  entered  to  the  credit  or  the  Ladies'  Branch.^;' 

7.  Any  damaged  copies,  or  those  which  are  badly  or  incor- 
rectly bound,  should  be  immediately  returned  to  the  Bible  Secre- 
tary of  the  Ladies*  Branch,  and  excnanged  for  perfect  copies  of  the 
same  description. 

t  With  respect  to  the  Loan  Fund,  to  observe— 

1.  That  the  Loan  Fund  be  kept  distinct  from  the  Depositoiy; 
the  Bibles  and  Testaments  to  be  marked  on  the  edges  of  the  leaves, 
when  shut,  ''lent;*'  and  on  the  ends,  No.  (yrom  one  upwardsY; 
and  marked  in  the  title-page  according  to  the  Loan-Fund  Rules. 
-p-5ee  Section  II.  of  this  Chapter^ 

2«  The  Loan  Stock  to  be  alwavs  supplied  by  means  of  a  dis- 
tinct subscription^  separate  from  the  funds  of  the  Society ;  and  the 
Bible  Secretary  to  invest  the  amount  in  the  purchase  of  Bibles  and 
Testaments,    at  the   reduced  prices,  at  tne  Depository  of  the 
Auxiliary  Society.    The  stock  to  be  regularly  entered  m  the  ''  Loan 
Fund  Book."— &e  No.  xxi. 
.  N.  B.  The  subscription  for  the  Loan  Fund  is  generally  raised  at 
the  first  meetmg  of  the  Committee ;  and  strangers  who  may 
be  present  are  invited  to  contribute. 

5.  Frequently  to  inspect  the  Loan  Stock ;  and  apply  to  the ' 
Collectors  for  an^  Bibles  or  Testaments  kept  beyond  the  specified . 
time  without  having  been  reported  to  the  Committee.    A  regular 
entry  to  be  made  in  the  '<  Loan-Fund  Book'*  (see  Second  Sfecimen 
of  No,  xxf .),  opposite  to  the  number  of  the  copy,  when  it  is  re- 
turned, and  an  acknowledgment  of  its  receipt  given  to  the  Collector. 

N.B.  It  will  save  time  and  trouble  if  the  Bible  Secretary  fill  in 
the  day  and  hours  of  delivery,  in  all  the  tickets,  before 
they  are  used.  The  same  tune  may  be  specified  for 
Loans  as  for  delivery  to  subscribers. 

*  Or  from  the  Secretary,  or  Depositary,  of  an  Auxiliary  (or  Branch)  Society, 
f  Or  of  the  Auxiliary  (or  Branch)  Society. 

I  Theie  obsenrations  are  inapplicable  to  Asaodallona  which  do  not  adopt  the 
'*  Iioan-Fund**  lystcm. 


SS4  CONCLUDING  OBSERVATIONS;  [CHAP-  mt. 


General  Hinto  to  the  OiBcera. 


^  Previous  to  a  Public  Distribution—* 

1«  To  get  a  sufficient  supply  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  in  readi- 
nesst  not  only  to  answer  the  demands  of  the  Collectors*  lists,  but 
a  few  of  each  sort  in  reserve,  to  answer  any  unexpected  demand. 

2.  To  receive  the  CollectonC  lists ;  and  fill  up  and  give  to  each 
Collector,  at  or  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  Committee-meeting 
preceding  a  public  distribution,  a  sufficient  number  of  Defiverj 
Tickets,  filled  up  according  to  such  Collector's  list,  requesting  the 
Collectors  to  sign  them,  and  hand  them  to  their  subscribers. 

S.  To  see  the  Bibles  and  Testaments  arranged  upon  the  table  in 
front  of  the^  chair,  each  sort  by  itself,  at  least  an  hour  before  the 
time  advertised  for  the  meeting ;  and  to  place  a  list  of  the  sub- 
scribers to  be  supplied  before  the  Chairman. 

4.  Immediately  after  the  meeting,  to  collect  the  remaining 
Bibles  and  Testaments,  and  the  tidcets,  which  should  be  after* 
wards  filed  in  order.     See  Section  II.  of  this  Chapter, 


VI.— t  GENERAL  HINTS  TO  THE  OFFICERS 

I.  It  will  be  found  to  save  considerable  time,  and  to  fadlitate 
the  business,  if  the  Treasurer  and  Secretaries  meet  half  an  hour 
before  the  other  members  of  the  Committee.  This  is  found  par* 
ticularly  useful  at  the  commencement  of  a  Bible  Association. 

II.  The  Treasurer  and  Secretaries  should  each  have  a  list  of  the 
Collectors  and  their  residences,  with  a  specification  of  the  districtt 
to  which  they  are  respectively  attoched;  and  any  alterations  should 
be^promptiy  noticed  in  these  lists. 

III.  The  Secretaries  will  find  it  advantageous  to  paste  the  Roles 
and  B^-Laws,  the  Rules  of  the  Loan  Fund,  and  other  officii 
regulations,  inside  the  covers  of  their  account-books ;  and  the 
Bible  Secretary  should  have  a  specimen  of  tlie  types  pasted  in  the 
<^  Bible  Bode"  ^^     ^ 

IV.  The  Cash  and  Bible  Secretaries  apply  to  the  Minute  Secre- 
tary, as  the  Depositary  of  the  Association,  for  any  books  or  papers 
they  may  require. 

V.  The  quarterly  examination  of  the  Collecting  Books,  by  caDing 
them  over  with  the  Cash  and  Bible  Secretaries'  Books,  should 
never  be  omitted.  A  special  notice  of  this  meeting  should  be  sent 
to  every  Collector  by  the  Minute  Secretary. 

VI.  The  Presidenu,  Treasurers,  and  Secretaries,  of  Bible  Asso- 
ciations, should  avail  themselves  of  every  suitable  opportunity  to 
impress  on  the  minds  of  Collectors  the  importance  <^  a  steady 
— '  .      .  

*  ?^"f,  roggestions,  it  wiU  be  poweived,  an  only  appUcablc  where  the  modb 
oC  public  distribution  is  adopted, 
t  Tbcse  hints  are  equally  applicable  to  all  Bible  Associations. 
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Collector*  Duties— in  reference  to  Selection  of  Districta. 


adherence  to  the  singleness  and  purity  of  the  object  embraced 
by  the  Bible  Society.  The  conversation  of  Collectors  with  those 
on  whom  they  call,  should^  if  possible,  be  such  as  to  preclude 
their  knowing  to  what .  religious  .  denomination  the  Collectors 
belong;  while  the  latter  should  humbly  and  constantly  endeavour 
to  *'  adorn  Ike  doctrine  of  God  their  Saviour  in  all  things*' 


vn.-^»COLLECTORS. 

In  reference  to  their  Selection  of  Districts. 

1.  Some  Ladies  prefer  collecting  near  home,  and  others  select  a 
more  distant  district.  This  is  a  matter  of  individual  choice :  but 
Collectors  are  strongly  recommended  to  exercise  caution;  and 
having  once  chosen  their  district,  not  to  allow  any  ordinary  con- 
sideration to  induce  a  change,  which  is  equally  injurious  to  them- 
selves and  to  the  cause.  The  ^oor,  grateful  for  those  visits  of 
mercy,  gradually  become  attached  to  the  Collectors ;  but  frequent 
change  of  districts  impairs,  if  it  do  not  destroy,  this  effect,  with  all 
its  collateral  advantages. 

2.  Similar  caution  is  necessary  in  the  selection  of  their  colleagues. 
In  these  weekly  visits,  and  in  the  considerations  which  they  involve, 
friendship  has  found  a  powerful  cement,  and  relative  affection  a 
new  and  sacred  charm.  But  Ladies  will  find  advantage  in  consult- 
ing the  interests  of  the  cause,  rather  than  their  own  inclinations. 

3.  Many  Ladies  will  find  it  necessary,  at  the  commencement  of  an 
Association,  to  be  on  their  guard  against  the  temptation  of  too 
-extensive  usefulness.  It  is  no  uncommon  circumstance  to  see  a 
Collector  volunteer  for  two  or  three  districts,  particularly  when  those 
already  appointed  to  them  are  her  intimate  friends  or  relatives.  But 
it  will  generallv  be  found,  that  one  moderately -sized  district  is  a  suT* 
ficient  field  of  labour  for  mind  and  body ;  and,  by  confining  her 
exertions  widun  these  limits,  a  Collector  will  rarely  find  her  duties 
oppretiaive,  but,  on  the  contraijy,  a  source  of  increasing  interest  and 
gratification.  Volunteers  for  tne  temporary  occupation  of  a  district 
are,  however,  very  desirable  in  some  cases,  but  only  until  more  per- 
manent Collectors  are  obtained. 

Visiting. 
(See  yUUmr  Beaky  M.  x.) 
1.  Having  been  informed,  by  the  Minute  Secretarjr»  of  the  day 
on  which  they  are  expected  to  commence  their  visits,  the  Lady 

» 

•  The  alterations  ncceoary  in  order  lo  tender  these  Hints  applicable  lo  Gm- 

Hemem's  AaK>ciations,  will  suggest  themselves  to  the  reader's  mind.    Those 

which  refer  to  the  '*Loan  Fund,'*  "TransferTickets,"  or  «  Public  Distributions," 

.  aie^  of  coarse^  taapplicable  wfaeee  these  parts  of  the  sjslem,  respectively,  are  not 

adopted. 
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Collectan*  I>uti6i--«s  regain  Yinting  t 

whose  name  stands  first  in  the  appomtment  wiU  be  funushed  wxdi 
the  foUowingSBookfiy  Pi^rsi  Sec, ;  vi2. 

Yinting  Book^  .  •  » See  No.  i« 

CoUeeting  Book ,     ^-     n. 

CoUeoting  Bag • .  •  .     —     in. 

Form  of  Monthly  Beport   •..•«•     ~-     x. 

20  Bible  Subscribers'  Cards —      t. 

6  Free  Contributors*  Transfer  Tickets  J  . 
12  Bible  Subscriber's  .  .  .   Ditto   .  .  .  5  "*" 

6'  Loan  Tk^ets «...      ^     vn. 

8  Specimens  of  Types  .  .  See  Appendix,  No.  IV. 
^  Copies  of  Rules  and  Bj^Xaws.    See  Sect.  III.  Chap.  YIL 
An  Assortment  of  Papers  explana-}«^  A«r««ii;^ 
tory  rftheobject  tar  distribution.*  5  ^^  Appcnaix- 
N.B.  The  uses  of  these  several  Books  and  Papeis  will  be  found  detailed 
in  the  Observations  prefixed  to  each  Specimen* 

2.  HaTinff  arranged  with  each  other  ^e  thne  for  setting  out, 
which  should,  if  possihle>  be  in  the  forenoon^  the  Collector  to  whom 
they  are  entrusted  prepares  the  Visiting  Book,  a  few  Bible  Sdb- 
briber's  Cards  (with  the  names  and  address  of  the  Collectors  written 
on  die  baek),  a  Specimen  of  the  Types,  Copy  of  the  Rule*  and  By- 
Laws,  and  the  papers  for  distribution  (see  Afipeadix),  folded  and 
•arranged  aecording  to  their  various  kinds.  Of  these  last,  Nos  I. 
III.  V.  VL  and  VII.  wiU  be  found  best  adq>ted  for  circulation 
among  the  higher  classes,  and  Nos.  VIII.  IX.  and  JUI.  most  suitable 
'for  the  poor ;  No.  X.  is  specially  addressed  to  Female  Servants ;  and 
No.  XL  to  Mariners. 

5.  As  one  Collector  never  calls  at  the  house  of  another  for  the 
^purpose  1^  ioliciting  contributions,  the  first  names  entered  diouldbe 
those  of  the  members  of  the  Colleetors*  families  who  vasf  feel 
indtned  to  contribute. 

•  4#  To  those  benev<rfent  Ladties  who  are  in  the  habit  of  visiting  the 
humble  abodes  of  poverty  and  industry,  it  may  appear  superfiuous 
to  observe,  that  the  slightest  marks  of  attention  ana  respect  are  pe- 
culiarly grateful  to  the  poori  but  as  these  hints  are  intended  princi- 
pally for  dioee  who  have  not  yet  ac£  lired  an  intimate  knowk^ge  of 
this  numerous  class  o^  their  fellow  creatures,  it  may  not  be  unneces- 
*  saty  to  remark,,  what  experience  will  soon  confirm,  that  the  surest 
passport  to  the  heart  of  the  cottager  is  the  evidence  of  interest  and 
kin^ess. 

5.  In  reference  to  the  '<^  Visiting  Book/'  it  will  be  under- 
stood, that  the  information  required  relative  to  the  <<  Number  who 
can  read,".  &c.  applies  exclusively  to  the  pa€«r,  and  .will  be  best 
attained  by  requesting  to  know  how  many  can  read;  as  few  ^e 

"'•  Where  the  "  Comkittee  Caid^  {see  No.  !▼.)  Is*  adbpted;  oile  sliGCitd~be 
given  to  each  Colleeior;  and,  in  Aasodations  that  do  not  hold  public  disCribo- 
tioiM,  two  books  of  "  Delivery  Ticketa,*'  (tee  Specimen,  No,  ▼!».)>  ooe  for 
Bibles,  and  the  other  for  Ttftameati,  aro  given  to  the  CoUectovs  of  every  district. 
Thie  may  be  done  in  elf  Anodadeas^  if  the  iNnber  of  Biblea  and  IteameBts 
thus  distributed  be  considerable. 
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williQg  to  acknowledge  they  cannoty  espedaUy  to  strangers.  T« 
obtain  this,  and  all  other  necesBanr  information,  Cdlectors  ahotd^ 
avoid  the  appearance  of  doing  so  roqjiallj;  but  suffer  the  center- 
lation  to  lead  naturally  to  those  points. 

6.  While  one  Collector  is  conversing  with  the  inhabitants,  hef 
colleague  should  select  such  paper  or  papers  as  appear  suitable  9 
'and,  if  the  party  be  not  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  explanation  of  the 
object,  an  intimation  should  be  given  that  the  Collectors  will  call  the 
ensuing  MondiEiyy  when  the  penual  of  the  papers  lefl  may  have  given 
a  more  satisfactory  view  of  the  subject. 

7.  CoUectors  should  be  particularly  careful  not  to  .offer  Bibles 
or  Testaments  under  Cast  prices.  When  evident  poverty  and  dis>> 
couragement,  on  the  part  of  the  subscriber,  render  it  expedient  to 
ddiver  the  copy  bdTore  cost  price  has  been  paid,  it  should  be  done 
with  a  ^ear  understanding  that  the  subscription  is  to  be  renewed 
when  ability  admits. 

To  excite  and  perpetuate  a  habit  of  saving  and  economy^  is  one 
frand  collateral  benefit  of  Bible  Associations ;  and  it  is  ^dettt  that 
the  longef  this  habit  is  fostered,  the  greater  is  the  chance  of  its  bei- 
^omine  a  permanent  principle  oi  action.  It  is  likewise  an  esta*- 
blished  fact,  that  Bibles  which  are  sold  are  not  only  more  prised, 
hut  more  read. 

'8.  Parents,  who  cannot  read,  s^piild  be  encouraged,  to  subscnbe 
for  Bibles  and  Testaments  for  ihent  children  who  can ;  and  «  hkA 
may  be  beneficially  given,  of  the  comfort  of  sitting  down  tc^ethcr 
of  an  evening,  and  hearing  the  child  read  the  sacred  volume  to  the 
assembled  family. 

9.  The  Specimen  of  the  Tjrpes  will  enable  subscrSiers  to  select 
the  most  suitable  Bible  or  Testament:  but  children,  and  those  whose 
sight  is  good,  should  not  be  encouraged  to  subscribe  for  the  higfaeiv 
priced  editions. 

10.  Whfle  one  of  die  Collectors  enters  the  naine,  Sec*  of  a  Bible 
Subscriber,  her  colleague  should  fill  up  a  card,  with  ink$  insert  the 
sum  paid,  opposite  to  the  date ;  and  explab  the  object  of  leaving  it. 

11.  The  object  of  the  Bible  Society  should  be  fully  suted,  m 
phun,  simple  language ;  and  any  questions  addnessed  to  the  CoUeo- 
tors  should  be  kindly  and  patiently  answered.  The  principal  end 
«f  a  first  visit  IS  to  make  the  design  of  the  Society  clewly  known,  t 

12.  The  requisite  particulars,  and  the  amount  of  money  iQoeised, 
should  be  correctly  entered  in  the  V  Visiting  Book,"  before  leaving 
the  house.  •  •' 

1 3.  Collectors  shofuld  endeavour  to*  make. the  poor  sensible  of  the 
privilege  they  enjdy,  in  being  thus  emsbled  to  obtain  so  inestimsble 
It  treasure  by  such  easy  means. 

"*  '  Free  Coritributiohs. 

1.  These  should  never  be  accepted  from  persons  who  are  receiv- 
ing-parochial rdief;  nor  from  that  dass  of  fioDaales  too  justly  termed 
*■  unfprtimate."    But  as  suitable  opportunities  ofer,  both  rtiouldbe 
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encouraged  to  subscribe  for  Bibles,  either  at  the  coat  or  reducxd 
{prices,  according  to  the  discretion  of  the  Collectors. 

£.  The  Collectors  should  jpever  accept  free  contribiitions  from 
>  persons  who  appear  doubtful  as  to  the  utility  of  the  Societ j,  withcnit 
leavbg  some  of  the  printed  papers,  to  explain  its  mtwre^  object, 
and  resolta. 

8.  No  one  should  be  importuned  to  contribute.  In  all  cases  the 
application  should  be  made  in  a  respectful  manner,  and  so  as  to  con- 
'▼ey  a  clear  understanding,  that  while  the  Collect<v  is  folly  convinced 
of  the  purity  and  importance  of  the  cauy,  the  moat  perfect  liberty 
of  judgment  as  to  appiroTal  and  co-operation  is  cheerfully  allowed  to 
4iU.  At  the  same  time,  the  object,  tendency,  and  efiects  of  the 
Socie^,  should  be  fully  explained. 

'  4.  Free  contributors  should  be  frequently  told  of  the  progress  and 
auccess  of  the  Society  both  at  home  and  abroad.  The  last^Jiumbar 
of  the  *^  Extracts  of  Correspondence"  should  be  r^ularly  given  tm 
every  free  contributor  of  half-a-guinea  and  upwards  per  annum;* 
and  to  those  who  contribute  smaller  sums  periodically,  these  in* 
teresting  publications  should  be  lent  for  two  or  three  days  monthly; 
each  person  being  told  to  whonMt  is  to  be  forwarded  wlien  reaiL 
CHie  copy  will  thus  suffice  for  several  families;  and  ita  temporary 
possession  is  calculated  to  ensure  its  perusal. 

5.  Collectors  should  be  parta^lar  m  supplying  their  free  contH- 
btttors  of  half-a-guinea  and  upwards  per  annum  with  the  Annuid 
Reports  of  the  Association,  or  of  the  Auxiliary  (or  Branch)  Society 
witn  which  it  is  connected.  Occasional  and  annual  publications  of 
the  Parent  Institution  may  likewise  be  thus  distributed,  or  leal, 
with  .considerable  advantage. 

6.  Where  a  Lady  appears  suitable  for  the  appointment,  and  is  in- 
•terested  in  the  object,  the  Collectors  should  propose  her  admissioB 
on  the  Committee  in  their  Monthly  Report. 

7.  In  soliciting  free  contributions  from  the  labouring  classes,  a 
Collector  should  never  make  use  of  that  influence  which  her  stai  ion 
in  life  may  be  supposed  to  give  her.  The  principle  of  Bible  Asso- 
dauons  excites  and  encourages  a  spirit  of  prc^r  indepeidence 
among  the  poor ;  and  it  is  their  free-will  offerings  alone  that  possess 
ma  intrinsic  value.  They  should  be  taught,  that  the  cause  is  one 
whose  claims  entitle  it  to  support,  and  t£at  their  own  gratification 
jnd  inlftrest  are  connected  with  iu 

Conectmg.  ' 

{$»§  N^  TU  Seemtd  Speeimem^. 
1.  On  returning  froni  their  first  visit  to  their  district,  the  Coyee^ 
tors  should  imme£atefy  enter*  from  the  *'  Visiting  Book,*'  dw  name 

*  It  may  ba  mpeelfully  submitted  to  the  free  oootiibutora,  «s  euiiable  oppor- 
tonitiee  olftr,  thet  by  lendiiig  tfae<«M<9nlfaly  EztoMti,"  end  th»  other  pwbiiceifcme 
«f  ^eSodely.  to  tiieir  frleade  sad  ecquahitaiiM^  they  will  eMentielly  pwflte  the 
intemii  of  the  iatdtotioii. 
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and  other  particulars  of  every  free  contributor,  and  Bible  sub- 
scriber, in  the  "  Collecting  Book."  If  the  whole  of  the  district  be 
visited,  the  former  may  be  carefully  hud  aside ;  but  if  not^  it  should 
be  used  until  this  be  accomplished. 

2.  The  "  Collecting  Book"  is  used  every  week ;  and  it  will  save 
time  if  the  Collectors  take  with  it  a  few  "  Loan  Tickets"  and 
*•  Transfer  Tickets*" 

3.  The  amount  received  should  be  immediately  entered  in  the 
*^  Collecting  Book,"  in  the  presence  of  the  contributor  or  sub- 
scriber ;  and  (with  respect  to  the  latter)  a  similar  entry  made  in  the 
^  Bibte  Subscriber  s"  card.  This  may  be  done  by  one  of  the  Collec- 
tors, while  her  colleague  counts  the  money  and  puts  it  in  the  bag. 

*  4.  Although  it  may  detain  the  Collectors  a  few  moments,  every 
question  asked  by  the  subscribers,  relative  to  their  subscription  or 
to  the  ^ciety,  should  be  satisfactorily  answered.  Where  implicit 
confidence  is  placed,  this  patient  attention  is  due  to  the  poor. 

5.  Collectors  should  never  give  money  to  the  subscribers /or 
the  purpose  of  aiding  i heir  subscription.  This  partiality  invariably 
pccasions  jealousy,  and  strikes  at  the  root  of  a  principle  already 
adverted  to— the  personal  independence  of  the  poor.  A  judicious 
Collector  will  find  many  other  opportunities  of  assisting  a  distressed 
family. 

%.  Having  once  fixed  on  the  dayimd  hour,  weekly,  for  collect- 
ing, no  ordinary  circumstance  should  induce  an  alteration.  Many 
advantages  attend  this  adherence  to  punctuality,  both  as  it 
regards  the  Collectors  and  the  subscribers.  The  former  will  find 
it  conducive  to  the  systematic  arrangement  of  their  time ;  and  the 
latter,  expecting  the  grateful  call,  will  be  ready;  or  will  leave  the 
money  with  a  neighbour,  if  likely  to  be  absent. 

7.  Although  it  is  earnestly  hoped  that  few  cases  will  occur  to 
induce  a  Collector  to  resign  her  district,  while  health  and  ability 
qualify  her  to  discharge  the  interesting  duties  of  her  office,  yet 
unavoidable  circumstances  may  render  it  necessary.  In  every  such 
instance,  she  ought  to  feel  it  to  be  her  duty,  and  not  that  of.  the 
Committee,  to  provide  a  successor  properly  qualified,  and  propose 
her  admission  before  she  tenders  her  own  resignation.  She  should 
then  consider  the  new  member  as  her  colleague,  and  accompany 
her  for  a  few  weeks  through  the  district,  in  order  to  introduce  her 
to  the  contributors  and  subscribers,  and  make  her  acquainted  with 
the  practical  duties  that  devolve  upon  her. 

8.  When  a  new  Visiting  or  Collecting  Book  is  required,  the  Col- 
lector applies  to  the,  Minute  Secretary,  by  whom  she  is  imme- 
diately supplied.  She  then  carefully  copies  the  ilames,  sub- 
scriptions, &c.  of  all  her  free  contributors  in  the  new  Collecting 
Book ;  and  «lso  transcribes  in  it  the  names,  &c.  of  all  her  Btble  svb^ 
scribers  who  have  not  been  supplied,,  with  the  total  sums  they  have 
respectively  paid ;  the  latter  being  inserted  in  the  proper  column. 
In  fulfilling  fhis  3uiy,  it  should  always  be  recollected,  that  the 

MM 
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Collectors*  Duties— «8  regards  ViflitorB-«9emuils— Loan& 

Contributor  or  subscriber  bears  tbe  original  nund)^  weBxed  %9 
tlie  name.  The  dd  books  should  b^  banded  toibeMmuie  8e* 
cretary. 

Visitors. 

1.  The  impcNTtance  of  enga^ng  young  Ladto  as  Visitors,  and  of 
jf  oposing  them  to  the  Conumttee  as  sucK  siKitild  never  be  lost 
sight  of  by  Collectors,  who  are  thus  tiafeiilg  up  their  future  suc- 
cessors m  this  line  of  usefulness. 

2.  No  young  Lady  should  be  pfbposed  as  a  Visitor  without  the 
cordial  approbation  of  her  pareiiCi^ 

S.  Visitors  should  aAleCHt  <»fy  in  thdr  own  fiuniiies,  and  from 
their  inniediate  friends  ml  scheolfeUows. 

Servants. 

I.  No  apflfeation  whatever  should  be  made  to  a  servant  wHkoui 
ihe  eKprs00  penniision  of  her  mistress.  This  is  a  subject  whermn  too 
nttch  entkm  and  delicacy  cannot  be  exercised  by  a  Collector. 

SL  At  their  first  visit  to  a  re»ectaUe  housCy  after  having  heard 
di#  ientimento  of  the  heads  of  the  familv  relative  to  tl^  BiUe 
Society  generally,  and  to  the  Local  Assodation  in  particular,  tne 
Collectors  will  be  enabled  to  judge  how  &r  it  may  be  proper  to 
advert  to  the  servants,  and  to  request  their  mistress  to  circulate  the 
'*  Address  to  Servants,*'  and  other  papers,  among  her  domestics. 
But  the  subject  should  never  be  urg^y  if  tbe  sligliStest  disindination 
be  manifested.  Important  as  it  ito  (and  few  considerations  are  of 
greater  importance)  to  devate  and  confirm  the  tone  of  moral  prin- 
ciple and  reeling  in  this  numerous  dass  of  the  commMnity,  their 
employers  should  be  tbe  sole  judges  of  the  propriety  of  these  ap- 
plications. 

'  S.  Many  servants  have  access  to  a  Bible  or  Testament  thro«|^ 
the  kind  and  ludicious  attention  of  tiieir  employem;  bar  ft  is  fre- 
quentiy  found,  that  the  individual-  possesston  of  a  copy  increases  its 
value,  and  secures  its  more  diligent  perosaL 

4.  It  wiiU.  gjenendiy,  be  fodnl  more  convenient  to  servants  to  pay 
their  contributions  and  subscriptions  monthly/ or  quarterly,  rather 
than  weekly. 

Loans. 

($§€  No.  vu.  m^SectidH  II.  0/  this  Obq^er.)  ^ 

I.  The  Collectors  who  recommend  individuals  for  Loan  Bibles 
or  Testaments  are  responsible  to  the  Bible  Secretary  for  their  safe 
return. ' 

5.  It  is  a  pamfulfact,  that,  in  several  instances,  persons  who  pos- 
sessed Bibles  or  Testamenu  have  informed  the  Cbliectors  they  nad 
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CoUecton'  Butiea^ln  inference  to  Tnmefer  TicketSi 

no  copy,  in^  the  expectation  of  receiving  them  as  i^  gift-  Thii 
ahoula  make  Ladies  cautious  in  their  proceedings.  The  idea  of 
being  gratuitously  supplied  should  never  be  suggested :  bat  in  cases 
of  absolute  distress,  the  individuals  should  be  informed  that  they 
will  be  recommended  to  the  Committee  for  JLoans, 

S.  Collectors  are  authorised  by  the  Rules  (see  Section  II.  of  ikii 
Chapter)  to  lend  Bibles  and  Testaments,  in  cases  of  sickness,  ftc.»  in 
the  mtervals  between  the  Committee-meetipgs ;  but  aH  such  oasei 
should  be  regularly  reported  monthly. 

4.  When  Collectors  have  recommended  an  individual  for  a  loan 
in  diar  **  Monthly  Report'*  (see  Specimen^  No.  x.),  and  it  has  been 
▼oled  by  the  Committee,  a  ticket  Is  delivered  at  the  table,  which  is 
aubsequentlv  signed  by  the  Collectors,  and  given  to  the  poor  person. 
The  party  should  be  distinctly  informed,  that  the  Bible  or  Testament 
is  lent  for  a  month ;  and  that  the  Committee  expect  it  will  be  dili- 
gently read,  and  carefully  preserved  from  injury.  • 

5.  It  it  highly  desirable  that  Collectors,  in  their  weekly  visits, 
should  call  and  see  the  Loan  copies;  but  this  duty  becomes 
indispensable  monthly.  In  numerous  instances,  the  temporary  pos- 
session of  this  inestimable  tretoure  has  induced  the  receivers  to 
become  subscribers  for  Bibles,  ^and  to  relinquish  ttose  vicious  and 
extravagant  habits  which  had  previoiisly  led  them  to  believe  they 
were  unable  to  spare  a  penny  weekly. 

6.  Collectors  aire  authorised  to  extend  the  loans  beyond  a  month, 
if  they  see  occasion;  but  all  such  cases  should  be  regulivly  re- 
t>ortea  to  the  Committee. 

7.  The  names  and  address  of  those  to  whom  co|^ies  have 
been  lent  should  be  inserted  by  the  Collectors  at  the  end  of  th^ 
*<  Collecting  Book"  (see  Fourth  Specimen  of  No.  li.),  as  a  guide  to 
them  in  their  weekly  visits;  and  ^veiy  copy  returned  should  be  im- 
mediately marked  off  in  the  list  If  there  be  not  sufficient  spai^ 
in  the  last  folio  of  the  Collecting  Book,  a  piece  of  paper  should  be 
attached  for  this  purpose. 

Tranrfer  Tickets. 

{See  Specimem,  No.  vi.) 

1.  As  soon  as  possible  after  v^free  contributor  has  removed,  tht 
'OoUeeters  shoidid  ascertain  his  or  her  present  residence*  fill  up  the 
proper  ticket,  and  put  it  in  the  coJlecting-bag,  to  present  at  the 
next  Committee-meeting. 

9.  When  they  ascertain  that  a  Biile  subser9ber  is  about  to  re- 
move, ik^  should  iflSmediatelT  fiU  up  tnfo  of  the  proper  tickeis* 
One  should  be  given  to  the  suMcriber^  i»ith  an  intimation  that  it  is 
ttf  be  delivered  to  the  Ladies,  who  will  call  for  it  ^t;  the  house  to 
whi^  the  paKly  is  about  to  remove ;  the  other  should  be  put  in  the 
S9ottecting-bag,  and  presented  at  the  next  Committee-mieeting* 

N.B.  All  tickets  should  be  filled  up  with  ink. 
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Preparation  of  tltf  Monthly  Keport. 


S.  When  a  subscriber  removes  without  informing  the  Collectors, 
they  should  inquire  of  the  neighbours,  and  lose  no  time  in  giving 
or  sending  the  ticket. 

4.  The  preceding  hints  are  only  applicable  when  the  party 
removes  to  another  District  of  the  same  Association,  or  to  a  place 
within  the  limits  of  an  Association  connected  with  the  same 
Auxiliary  (or  Branch)  Society.  If  the  removal  be  to  a  greater 
distance^  the  tickets  are  altogether  dispensed  with  ;  and  in  the  case 
of  a  Bible  Sulscriber^  the  party  is  requested  to  name  some  one 
who  may  continue  the  subscription,  and  receive  the  Bible  or  Tes- 
tament* But  if  such  be  the  wish  of  the  subscriber,  the  amount 
received  should  be  returned,  and  reported  to  the  next  Committee, 
when  the  Treasurer  should  be  authorised  to  repay  it  to  the 
Collectors. 

Monthly  Report. 

(See  Specimen^  No.  x.) 

1.  Collectors  should  always  bear  in  mind,  that  on  the  reguTarity 
pnd  correctness  of  this  important  document  the  accuracy  of  the 
Secretaries'  Books  wholly  depends.  Nor  should  it  ever  be  for- 
gotten, that  if  the  Collecting  Book  be  incorrectly  kept,  the 
Monthly  Report  will  likewise  be  inaccurate.  A  very  slight  degree 
of  .attention  will  prevent  any  deficiency  or  error  in  either  the  one 
or  the  other. 

2.  Collectors  will  find  it  advantageous  to  fill  up  their  Report* 
pn  the  day  preceding  the  Monthly  Committee-meeting.  The 
pumber  of  we  district  should  be  first  inserted,  with  the  date  of  premu- 
tation ;  next,  the  amount  received  since  the  last  Report,  specifying 
accurately  the  separate  sums,  under  their  proper  heads  of  "  Free 
Contributions/'  "  Subscriptions  for  Bibles  and  Testaments,"  and 
**  Total,"  and  checking  the  several  amounts  by  their  "  Collecting 
Book,"  and  the  money  in  the  bag.  The  names  of  all  persons  who 
have  become  new  free  contributors,  or  Bible  subscribers »  since  the 
date  of  the  last  Report f  should  then  be  inserted  correctly,  under 
their  respective  heads,  from  the  Collecting  Book  ;  which  also  sup- 
plies  the  information  required  under  the  remaining  heads  in  the 
first  page  of  the  Report.  When  inserting  the'  total  number  of 
free  contributors  and  Bible  subscribers,  care  should  be  taken  to 
deduct  the  number  of  those,  of  each  description,  who  have  dis- 
V>ntinued. 

5.  It  should  always  be  remembered,  •  that  in  two  cases  omfy 
ibhould  the  name  of  a  contributor  or  subscriber  be  reported  more 
than  once,  under  each  separate  head:  first,  when  the  party  had 
been  reported  as  having  discontinued,  but  subsequently  renewed  the 
subscription;  and  secondly,  when  a  Bible  subscnber  requires 
another  copy.  In  the  latter  case,  the  party  should  be  reported  as 
a  new  subscriber  for  every  copy  requirecL 

4.  The  name  of  every  individual  who  discontinues  should  be 
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reported,  from  the  **  Discontinuation  List"  at  the  end  of  the 
«*  Collecting  Book ;"  and,  if  possible,  the  reason  that  influences  the 
individual.  By  this  information  many  false  reports  and  groundless 
insinuations  have  been  promptly  corrected. 

5.  In  filling  up  the  second  page  of  their  Report,  the  Collectors 
will  have  to  depend  on  the  correctness  of  their  memory,  if  they 
have  not  previously  taken  notes  of  any  interesting  occurrence. 
The  observations  already  made,  in  reference  to  No.  x.,  preclude  the 
necessity  of  further  remark  on  this  important  subject. 

N.B.  The  Report  should  always  be  written  with  inh 

6.  It  will  save  time  and  trouble  at  the  Committee-meeting,  if  the 
Collectors  exchange  their  pence  for  silver,  and  the  latter  for  bank 
notes,  when  the  amount  admits  of  it. 

In  reference  to  the  Committee-Meeting. 

1.  Collectors  should  frequently  recur  to  the  list  of  the  Com- 
mittee-days, in  the  first  page  of  their  **  Collecting  Book/*  and 
always  endeavour  to  be  punctual  in  their  attendance  at  the  hour 
appointed. 

2.  When  illness,  or  any  other  unavoidable  impediment,  prevents 
t^e  attendance  of  a  Collector,  she .  should  always  send  the  bag, 
containing  the  Report  and  money,  timely,  to  her  colleague,  or  to 
the  Committee,  and  instruct  the  bearer  to  receive  the  duplicate- 
bag.  Inattention  to  this  simple  duty  may  occasion  serious  incon- 
venience to  a  Committee. 

.3.  When  the  number  of  her  district  is  called  over  in  itsturny 
the  Collector  hands  her  bag  to  the  Bible  Secretary,  and  receives 
tlie  duplicate  bag,  which  she  should  immediately  examine,  to  see 
whether  it  contain  the  form  of  the  Monthly  Report,  and  the  requi* 
site  number  of  copies  of  the  **  Monthly  Extracts." 

4.  Collectors  are  respectfully  requested  to  give  their  undivided 
attention  to  the  business  before  the  chair.  They  will  thus  faci« 
litate  ihe  proceedings  of  the  Committee ;  and  their  own  Reports^ 
will  become  doubly  entitled  to  that  respect  wliich  they  shew  to 
those  of  their  colleagues. 

5.  Collectors  should  always  endeavour  to  remain  till  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  business. 

In  reference  to  a  Public  Distributioa 

(Ste  SeetiM  IIL  of  thit  Chapter.) 
,  1.  When  informed  of  the  time  fixed,  the  Collectors  should 
immediately  inform  all  their  Bible  subscribers,  and  specify  the 
latest  day  {^whkh  should  never  be  alterti^  for  those  to  complete 
their  subscriptions  who.  may  wish  to  receive  their  copies  at  the 
distribution. 

2.  When  the  <<  Lists"  are  furnished  by  the  Minute  Secretary/ 
the  Collectors.should  fill  them  up  carefully  and  correctly,  and  send 
them  to  the  Bible  Secretary,  on  or  before  the  day  q>potntedby  hear. 
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Without  strict  attenthm  to  thi»  duty  it  will  be  iniMMiUe.  to  wo^ 
duct  the busiiieM  with  order  and  psoprioty.  N^jMditioiiwlMiewr 
diould  be  subtequently  made  to  the  lists;  or  confusiea  will  ensoe, 
and  the  charge  of  partialis  be  incurred. 

S*  Whep  4e  Collectors  receive  the  subscribers'  tickets^  ther 
should  be  immediately  delivered  to  the  rnpectiv^  individualsi  wilb 
acharge  to  attend  punctually  ait  the  appointed  time  and  platooy  and 
to  shew  (but  not  deliver)  their  tickets  at  the  doors»  that  they,  iqaj 
be  conducted  to  their  proper  place  in  the  room.  Those  whocsBMH' 
conveniently  attend  should  be  requested  to  send  their  tickets  b^ 
some  miember  of  their  respective  families,  or  by  one  of  their 
neighbours. 

4.  In  their  weekly  visits  immediately  succeeding  a  public  distri- 
bution, the  Collectors  should  inquire  of  the  subscribers  whether 
the  Bibles  and  l^esttiKifiiUs  give  sotlsfAction. 


GSNBRAL  HINTS. 

1.  Collectors  should  always  remember  the  responsibility  that 
attaches  to  their  characters.  The  poor  know  little  or  nothing  of 
the  Bible  Society,  but  through  the  medium  of  the  CoHeetors,  who 
should  consider  themselves,  individually,  as  the  representatives  of 
die  Parent  Institution  within  their  respective  districts ;  and  it  is  by 
iMr  conduct  and  manner  the  Society  will  be  judged  and  appre- 
ciated by  many. 

2.  Although  these  Hints  are  intended  merely  as  fractkal  sug- 
gestioos,  the  author  cannot  refrain  iVom  recommending  Collectors 
to  cherish  and  cultivate  a  disposition  of  mind  consonant  with  the 
gveat  cause  in  which  they  are  eom^ed.  If  undertaken  in  a  right 
spirit,  the  piiirsuit  will  become  a  pnviTege  and  a  pleasure ;  gratitude 
and  respectful  affection  will  gradually  extend  among  the  poor; 
opposition  wiH  be  disarmed  by  the  steady  but  unobtrusive  progress 
or  truth ;  and  apathy  will  be  wanned  into  co-operation,  in  behold- 
ing the  wisdom  and  the  prudence  of  Christian  Females,  animated 
by  Christian  zeal,  but  governed  by  Christian  principles.  Among 
thbse  graces  that  should  characterize-  the  Collector  of  a  Bible 
Association,  no  one  is  more  valoable,  nor  more  attractive,  than 
*'  ihe  ornament  of  a  meeh  andjquiet  spirU,  which  is  in  the  sight  of 
God  of  great  prue:^ 

S.  Peculiar  caution  and  delicacy  w9l  be  required,  in  meeting 
tiicuDbjections  of  those  whose  views  of  the  Bible  Society  ase  dfflerent 
fyam  our  own.  Arguments  repeatedly  r«&tted,  and  masreprfisfliita  ■ 
tjqos  frequently  exposed,  may  be  again  adduced ;  but^hey  ahookl 
always  be  met  with  temper  and  forbearance ;  under  the  influence 
of  that  *'  charily'*  which  <'  suffereth  long  and  is  kind^"  which 
'*r  vmnttthnot itself;*  <' di^ih  mi  behave  itself  unseemly,'*  '*isnoi 
<toi%  provQlied;'  **hepethaUihmg8tendKr$ihaUthiMg$;'eB0d  "never 
fdkthr     Thai  be^i  aniww  to  opposilioii  wiU  be  found  in  tha 
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bdneficud  effects  of  the  Bible  Society;  but  many  valuable  hintt  m^ 
cautiMiB  may  be  acquired  from  tboae  who  think  differently  from  im. 
4h  A  iimilar  degiee  of  mdence  is  frequently  nrnfwj  mhtm 
▼biting  the  poor.  Every  allowance  should  be  made  Cv  tbeir  ic^ 
norance,  ana  occasional  rudeness  of  manner ;  and  the  object  m 
view,  as  well  as  the  inestimable  value  of  the  aacred  vdamey  diould 
be  explslined  with  mildness  and  judgment. 

5.  In  all  suitable  cases,  the  Jreptmi  famaal  of  the  Bible,  when 
found  in  a  poor  family,  dxmld  be  saeommended  with  kindness  and 
gentleness. 

<L  It  wiU  aaaMtiBMB  happen,  that  a  subscriber  prefers  having  a 
difeeat  aiaed  Bible  or  Testament  to  that  originally  selected:  all 
«Bdi  cases  should  be  met  with  cheerful  acquiescence  on  the  part  of 
the  Collectors. 

7.  If  a  Bible  or  Testament  be  damaged,  or  badly  or  incorrectly 
bound,  it  should  be  immediately  exchanged  by  application  to  the 
Bible  Secretary,  and  sent  back  by  her  to  the  Auxiliary  (or  Branch) 
Society,  by  the  Secretaries  of  which  it  will  be  returned  to  tbe. 
Depositary  of  the  Parent  Institution.  Cases  of  this  kipid  are  cdm- 
paratively  unfrequent;  but  they  diould  always  receive  prompt 
attention. 

'  S.  If  a  Ladv  collect  in  more  than  one  district,  the  accounts  and 
Reports  should  idways  be  kept  completely  separate  and  distincti  or 
confusion  vrill  ensue. 

.  9.  Collectors  should  frequently  revisit  their  districts^  and,  ac- 
cording to  their  own  discretion,  solicit  the  support  of  those  who 
have  hitherto  declined. 

•  10.  Pawnbrokers  should  be  requested  not  to  receive  Bibles  or 
Testaments  issued  by  the  Sdciety. 

1 ) .  Papers,  es^planatory  of  the  object  of  the  Association,  may  be 
beneficially  left  for  distribution  at  suitable  {daces  in  a  district;  such 
as  bakers*  shops,  chandlers',  &e. 

1^.  When  a  contributor  or  subscriber  discontinues,  the  name 
should  be  immediately  inserted  in  the  list  at  the  end  of  the  Col* 
lecting  Book,  and  reported  at  the  next  Committee-meeting. 

13.  As  the  Collectors  of  Bible  AssodatiOns  are  frequendy  mem- 
bers of  other  benevolent  institulioris,  it  may  not  be  unnecessary  to 
Hemind  them  of  the  sm^Jeyfejtof  the  object  now  under  consideration. 
Several  valuable  individuals  make  it  a  point  never  to  discharge  the 
duties  appertaining  to  other  societiies  on  the  day  appropriated  to 
tbose  of  the  Bible  Assdciatioti.     The  pirudence  of  individual  CoU 
Itectors  win  suggest  the  proper  line  of  conduct  to  pursue,  in  ret- 
Ibrence  to  this  subject;  and  ttius  protect  the  Sodetyfrom  the  ground- 
less accusation  of  having  concealed  objecto  to  promote. 

14.  It  is  perfectly  consistent  with  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the 
preceding  observation,  to  remind  CoUectors  of  those  numerous 
collateral  benefits  which  never  fail  to  attend  a  well-conductea 
Bible  Association.     The  advantages  of  cleanliness,  sobriety,  ana 
^economy— the  duty  of  loyalty,  and  subordination  to  their  superior* 
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— the  importance  of  having  their  children  educated,  and  of  leaming^ 
to  read  themselTes — and  Uie  blessings  attending  a  state  of  inde-  . 
pendence,  and  freedom  from  pauperism,  may  be,  and  in  numerous 
cases  are  suggested,  without  the  slightest  departure  from  the  fun- 
damental princi]^  of  the  Bible  S^iety.  The  establishment  and  • 
success  of  savings  banks,  provident  societies,  schools  for  children 
and  adults,  village  libraries,  clothing  societies,  and  other  ad* 
mirable  institutions  of  a  kindred  nature,  may  be  traced  in  many 
instances  to  the  kind  and  judicious  hints  of  the  Collectors  of  Bible 
Associations. 

15.  Another  collateral  benefit  arises  from  the  recommendation  of 
Collectors  to  the  poor,  to  attend  regularly  their  respective  places  of 
worship.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  say,  that  no  particular  place,  or 
religious  denomination,  should  be  alluded  to :  and  if  any  question 
on' this  subject  be  asked,  the  author  would  venture  to  suggest  some 
such  answer  as  the  following :  <<  The  Bible  Society  is  composed 
of  members  of  the  Church  of  England,  Independents,  Baptists, 
Moravians,  Quakers,  Methodists,  &c.  We  have  no  wish  as  to  the 
place  you  attend,  nor  can  we  recommend  any  one  in  preference  to 
another ;  but  it  is  your  duty,  and  will  be  your  interest,  to  go  to^ome 
place  regulariy/' 

16.  Much  of  the  effect  will  depend  on  the  manner  m  which  these 
hints  are  given.  They  should  never  be  obtruded;  but  as  suitable 
opportunities  offer,  a  prudent  Collector  will  suggest  them  with 
affabilitv,  gentlene^,  tfnd  judgment.  Encouragement,  rather  than 
cxmiplaint,  will  best  produce  the  desired  effect :  but  wisdom  will 
neither  attempt  nor  expect  too  much,  nor  be  discouraged  by  the 
apparent  failure  of  the  effort  to  improve.  Many  of  these  hints, 
like  the  divine  lessons  of  the  Bible,  may  be  long  ere  they  pierce 
through  the  stubborn  soil  of  ignorance  and  habit ;  yet  they  may 
ultimatehr  reach  the  heart;  and  taking  root  there,  spring  forth  into 
life  and  fruitfulness. 

17.  Ai  connected  with  the  three  last  observations,  there  is  yet 
one  suggestion  which  is  offered  with  affectionate  respect  to  all  who. 
are  connected  with  the  Bible  Society.  Standing  as  this  great. 
Institution  does,  on  the  broad  and  firm  basis  of  Christianity,  in- 
viting the  co-operation  of  all  who  believe  and  accept  the  Saviour,, 
and  mfluenced  by  that  perfect  liberality  which  excludes  no  human, 
being  from  becoming  a  participant  of  its  blessings,  it  is  the. 
imperative  duty  of  ito  friends  to  manifest  a  kindred  spirit.  Whe«. 
ther  by  the  public  advocate  of  the  cause,  or  the  private  Collector 
in  a  retired  district,  it  is  alike  important  that  no  allusion  be  made 
to  any  point  of  difference  on  religious  subjects :  even  the  con-> 
scientious  prejudices  of  those  who  dissent  from  us  should  be  ce^ 
ap^cted ;  and  our  motto  be, 

*'  Unity  in  things  necessary  ; 
Liberty  in  things  indifferent; 
Charity  in  all  things." 
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▼III.  This  Section  cannot  be  more  appropriately  closed 
than  by  the  follcrwing  address ;  for  which,  with  the  exception 
of  a  few  verbal  alterations,  the  author  is  indebted  to  a  viuued 
friend. 


ADDRESS  TO   COLLECTORS. 

It  has  been  observed,  that  the  "  Collectors  are  theUfe-blood  of  every  So- 
detj ;  and  that  the  health  of  the  system  may  be  judged  of  by  their  regu-> 
larity,  as  its  pulse.**  If  this  be  correct,  great  is  the  honour,  and  great  also 
the  responsibility,  of  your  station.  It  is  not  a  compliment  earned  by  ap- 
pearing once  a  year,  with  a  look  of  interest,  at  a  public  meeting,  or  even 
once  a  month  at  a  Committee-meeting :  it  is  the  reward  of  retired,  monotonous^ 
persevering  exertion ;  of  many  a  weary  step,  and  patient  word ;  receiving 
little  excitement  from  the  eye  of  man,  and  able  to  endure  with  meekness  his 
ridicule  and  his  censure.  When  the  first  novelty  of  the  thing  is  over,  your 
weekly  rounds  are  little  noticed*  There  is  One  only  who  continually  seeth 
in  secret,  with  the  gracious  design  of  rewarding  openly  :  and  to  you — ^you 
who,  in  simplicity  and  sincerity,  pursue  your  Ubours,  with  an  eye  to  Hia 
approbation,  with  a  desire  to  promote  His  cause  in  the  world,  and  thereby  to 
communicate  to  His  creatures  a  happiness  which  you  have  yourselves  expe- 
rienced,— to  you  will  He  assuredly  say,  '*  Wel^  done,  good  and  fiuthful  ser- 
▼ants ;  inasmuch  as  ye  did  it  unto  one  of  these  little  ones,  ye  did  it  unto  me.** 

But  notwithstanding  the  favourable  regard  thus  paid  to  the  diligent  and 
conscientious,  let  it  be  observed,— and  allow  the  thought  to  **  stir  up  your 
minds  by  way  of  remembrance," — that  it  is  to  them  only  it  can  be  given.  It 
is  readily  acknowledged,  that  the  temptations  to  remissness  are  great  and 
many.  Duties  so  constant,  so  labbrious,  and  perhaps  occasionally  so  ill  re- 
ceived ; — duties  which  require  the  sacrifice  of  so  much  valuable  time,  and,  in 
many  cases,  such  a  rigid  arrangement  of  business  at  home ;  the  wearisome 
repetition  of  the  same  steps,  the  same  persuasives,  the  same  forbearance-- 
which  some  may  ridicule  as  superfluous,  and  a  few  resent  as  impertinent  ;— 
which  must  be  done  at  seasons  not  of  ^our  own  choosing,  and  in  the  fiice  of 
various  difficulties,  sometimes  from  weather  abroad,  and  sometimes  from  en- 
gagements at  home, — duties  such  as  these— such  as  yours — there  is  no  small 
tendency  in  human-nature  gradually  to  shrink  from.  The  first  generous 
impulse  subsides  into  an  almost  sickening  feeling  of  difficulty  and  disappoint- 
ment. Some  discouraffing  word,  dropt  by  a  hafi-hearted  friend,  or  a  secret 
enemy  to  the  cause,  smks  like  lead  into  your  bosoms;  and  checks  the  reso- 
lution which  had  already,  perhaps,  begun  to  feil.  '  You  feel  ashamed,  or 
weary,  or  indifferent,  or  hopeless ;  and,  in  the  absence  of  any  immediate  sti- 
mulus, or  apparent  success,  you  almost  wish  to  resign  an  office,  the  duties 
of  which,  in  an  hour  of  excited  feeling,  you  undertook  to  discharge  with 

SYSTEM,    PUKCTUALITT,  and  PERSEVERANCE. 

But  is  it  true  that  such  a  thought  has  occurred  to  you  ? — ^that  your  heart 
has  already  been  chilled  ! — that  your  hands  have  already  slackened  ! — and 
have  you  been  able  to  persuade  yourself  that  this  second  thought  is  best  t 
Revert  for  a  moment  to  the  scene,  in  which  it  is  probable  the  generous  de- 
termination was  first  inspired;  and  ask.  Whether  the  conviction  of  duty  then 
impressed  on  your  mind,  was,  in  reality,  greater  or  less  Uun  the  occasion  ? 
Did  not  your  heart  bum  within  you,  when,  in  some  large  and  attenUve  as- 
sembly, the  wants  of  a  dying  world  were  set  before  you  ?  when  jrou  heard 
pf  thousands  passing,  even  from  Christian  countries,  into  the  region  of  thi9 
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of  doKtb,  witboot  any  odeqwite  knovled^B  af  tlw  8«iiov, .«  «?«■ 
apOHibUitjof  ptMeMiagHU  Word  as  thelt  gvude?  wlm» ""  neltlieliii. 
dun,  not  tiio  Negro,"  not  men  of  other  climes,  but  jour  own  poor  ne^jf^ 
troucs— the  fiunUies  of  jour  lervants  and  labourerfr— the  burdened  niotfaera 
whom  jou  see  in  every  cottage,  o|^rened  with  exertion,  want,  or  aicfc* 
neai — ^the  old  people,  whoae  ixSxinitiea  you  have  aeen  and  pitied  ever  linee 
Tou  were  children;  and  by  some  of  whom,  perhaps,  you  were  nuned,— 
when  these  were  pointed  out  to  you  as  perishing  fat  lack  of  knowledge— and 
when  the  thought  was  deeply  impressed  on  your  spirit,  that,  in  some  degree, 
f6elr  blood  wcmld  be  required  at  yoicr  hands— was  it  a  heated  imsgination 
merely,  or  not  rather  an  enlightened  and  sensible  conscience,  which  induced 
fou  to  say,  notwithstanding  eveiy  discouragement,  0er€  am  /••  jemf  aw  f-^ 
Was  it  to  num,  or  to  God,  that  you  utterwl  the  vow  of  perseverance,  and 
ttttde  the  willing  sacrifice  of  a  portion  of  your  time,  your  convenience,  and* 
your  ftcfings  f—lt  was  not  to  man.  The  eloquent  speaker  did  not  see  your 
heart,  and  will  never,  ft  iBny%o,  hmmc  of  tiie  ardour  with  whiAitpwmptett 
tour  first  efforts  in  this  work  of  Chziitfam  taBBspteae;  asr  ^rift  he  faaas^ 
lit  is  probable,  the  decline  it  has  since  experienced :  but  there  was  One  to 
iHiom  the  glow  of  your  spirit  was  known ;  and,  while  the  figures  of  a  grace- 
fill  oratory,  the  smiles  of  superficial  interest,  or  the  thunders  of  a  momen- 
farf  excitation,  were  utterly  disregarded,  the  resolve  passing  in  your  bosom 
ifeached  Hjm  in  the  highest  heaven,  and  was  met  by  His  gracious  approba. 
fion. — Sufi^er  Act  your  conduct  to  retract  the  rational,  the  jnous  detormi^ 
nation,  then  formed. 

But  was  it  firom  no  such  conviction  of -its  duty  and  usefiihiess  that  you 
engaged  in  the  business  ?  Perhaps  you  were  solicited  by  some  fiiend,  whom 
you  could  not  well  deny ;  or  you  thought  it  would  be  less  arduous,  and 
more  agreeable,  than,  on  trial,  you  find  it :— or  you  Joined  the  many,  at  a: 
time  when  collecting  was  in  fiitdilon ;  and  now  you  feel  the  weight,  without 
A  supporting  sense  of  the  utility  of  the  task.  But  though  you  might  b^^ 
without  consitleration,  is  it  inevitable  that  you  go  on  so,  or  that  for  wiant  of 
It  you  turn  back?  Pliuse  for  a  moment,  you  who  have  thus  unthinking" 
put  your  hand  to  the  ploi;^ ! — '*  Tht  field  ii  ike  worlds^  and  see  how  lai^  a 
part  is  yet  uncultivated  ! — Shall  it  i^  lie  waste,  Iwrren,  and  desolate,— 
even  around  your  own  dwellii^  ?— and  that  not  for  want  of  seed,  but  only 
<|f  sowers  ? — Though  you  are  bui  ang^  your  services  are  needed,  and  will  as. 
•uredly  be  useful. 

If,  one  after  another,  the  Collectors  should  decline,  or  if  £ew  shonld  b« 
induced  to  come  forward  to  fill  up  such  vacancies  as  must  naturally  occur, 
what  would  become  of  the  Society  ?  Ministers-  mi^t  preach,  and  public 
Meetings  declaim,  and  Committees  deliberate ;  but  if  the  Collectors  fiul^ 
if  you,  the  strength,  the  vital  principle  of  the  Society,  lose  your  vigour— 
if  this  pulse  does  not  beat  warmly,  strongly,  r^ularly—all  shall  be  in  vain. 
Vntr  exertions  present  a  visible  answer  to  all  the  prayers  of  all  Christians 
for  the  progress  of  ;the  Gospel.  Your  weekly  walks,  slender  as  they  may 
seem  among  the  resources  of  Infinite  Power,  and  inefficacious  as  they  may 
appear  to  the  eye  of  human  wisdom,  may  be  made  the  means  of  directing 
the  children  of  sorrow  to  the  only  source  of  consolation,— the  desponding,  to 
the  only  hope,— and  ruined  sinners,  to  the  only  name  given  under  heaven, 
whereby  they  may  be  saved. 

To  those  who  go  forth  in  their  own  suffidency,  and  whose  object  is  human 
praise,  it  is  probable  that  human  praise  may  be  allowed,  as  tlie  empty 
reward  of  external  services  x  but  to  the  sincere  and  rangle-hearted — ^to  those 
who  desire  nothing  more  than  thus  to  do  good  In  secret— shall  be  given  the 
defi^^t  of  present  success^  and  the  honour  dTaa  opeO)  as  wdl  as  an  stemsl 
veward.  - 
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€k>  OB,  dwa,  IcH^gettbig  privstkui,  wrmount&zig  dificultx*  senstingjevcxy 
iadtteeneiit  to  dadine^  seciive  of  the  ippnibttioB  of  a  d3HiigiuIbw,  and  the 
gracuMU  apptorftl  of  the  God  jou  serve.  Submit  your  tmotwa  to  the  Searcher 
of  heiurtB ;  aad  rely  continually  on  Him,  for  strength  to  keep  you  from  inde. 
cSsion  and  remissness  s  above  all,  to  fireserre  you  from  the  oondemnetlon 
of  tbose  to  whom  He  shiAsay,  *^  I  know  aoTwlMdceye  ave;'*  though  they 
mtfjAmdt  ^  Thou  bast  tMight  in  our  streets  :^Lovd,  Lord,  open  toot  j" 


SECTION  IL 

LOAN   FUNSW 


I.  A  decidied  eoimction  of  the  general  inexpediency  of 
gratuitous  grantft  of  the  holy  scriptures  by  Bible  Assoeia- 
tionsi  and  feequent  experience  of  the  improper  disposal^  by 
die  receivers^  of  copies  thus  voted,  induced  me  suggestion  of 
tk  plan  by  which  this  mode  of  distribution  is  rendered  aIto« 
graier  unnecessaryi  with  reference  to  the  resident  inhabitants 
of  places  where  Associations  are  established* 

Th^  Loan  Fund  is  composed  of  a  small  subscription,  con* 
tributed  by  the  members  of  the  Committee  and  their  friends 
for  diis  express  purpose.    The  amount  is  iq>pi*opriated  to  die 
purchase  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  (principally  the  latter)- 
from  the  Auxiliary  Society,  at  the  reduced,  or  subscribers* 
prices  of  the  Parent  Society;  which  are  placed  under  the  care 
of  the  Bible  Secretary  of  ihe  Association,  and  kept  distintt 
firom  her  general'  stock.    They  are  marked  and'  numbered' 
conspicuously  on  the  tide-page  and  on  die  edges  of  the  leaves, 
which  precludes  dieir  being  sold  or  pawned,  and  distingmshes 
them  from  die  copies  issued  by  the  Society  to  subscribers* 
E^wry  Collector  is  at  liberty  to  recommend,  at  the  foot  of  her 
Monthly  Report,  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  her  district  for 
loans  ;  but  is  responsible  for  the  safe  return  of  die  copies  to 
die  Bible  Secretary. 

The  advantages  of  this  simple  and  efficacious  idan,.in  cases > 
of  extreme  poverty^  siduiess,  or.  confinement,  are  evident: 
every  individual,  however  impoverished  or  afflicted,  may  be 
immediately  supplied  with  a  Bible  or  Testament,  in  a  manner 
the  best  calculated  to  secure  its  perusal  and  preservation; 
while  die  certain  loss  to  the  society,  and  the  other  disadvan* 
tages  of  the  former  system,  are  altogether  avoided. 

it  is  a  gratifying  evidence  of  die  benefidal  effects  of  tli^ 
Loan  Fund,  that  aldiougb  the  plan  has  been  adonted  \>^ 
more  than  one  hundred  Ladies'  Associations,^  the  audior  l^a^' 
never  heard  that  w  m^  copy  has>been  eidiei  lost  or  iiqur^^ 
bp  the  grateful  xecipients^  many  of  whom  ha^  expressed. tK^ 
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greatest  pleasure  at  being  thus  enabled  to  peruse  the  Oracles 
of  Truth,  before  they  completed,  and  in  some  instances  before 
they  even  commenced,  their  subscriptions. 

However  unimportant,  in  a  comparative  point  of  view,  diis 
subject  may  appear,  the  author  has  had  ample  caus^  to  testify 
that  it  involves  considerations  of  no  slight  moment  Those  - 
who  have  been  engaged  in  the  practical  duties  of  Bible  Asso- 
ciations, must  have  frequently  felt,  or  witnessed,  the  difficulties 
that  attend  the  necessary  discussion  of  claims  of  gratuitous 
grants;  and  the  delicacy  required,  in  order  to  avoid  the 
appearance  of  partiality  on  the  one  hand,  and  of  a  some- 
thii^  approaching  to  invidiousness  on  the  other.'  By  the 
establishment  of  a  Loan  Fund,  these  and  many  other  dif- 
ficulties are  altogether  averted,  while  every  desirable  ob- 
ject is  attained: — ^the  temporary  possession  of  a  Bible  or. 
Testament,  and  the  intimation  that  it  must  be  returned  within 
a  certain  time,  not  only  ensiure  its  perusal,  but  in  many  in- 
stances have  induced  the  borrowers  to  become  willing  sub-, 
scribers,  in  order  to  make  this  new  and  sacred  companion  the 
permanent  inmate  of  their  homes. 

2.  The  following  Regulations  are  recommended  for  adop- 
lion: — 

RULES  FOR  THE  LOAN  FUND. 

I.  That  a  stock  of  not  less  than  six  Bibles  and  twelve  Testa- 
ments be  provided,  for  lending  to  the  sick  poor,  or  to  those  whose . 
circumstances  may  prevent  their  subscribing  the  whole^  or  a  part,  of 
the  sum  necessary  for  the  purchase  of  a  Bible  or  Testament. 

II.  TRat  the  requisite  fund  be  raised  by  a  private  subscription, 
distinct  from  the  regular  funds  of  the  Association ;  and  that  the 
amount  be  paid  over  to  the  Bible  Secretary,  who  shall  expend  the 
same  in  the  purchase  of  Bibles  and  Testaments,  at  the  rcifucaf  prices, 
from  the  Auxiliary  (or  Branch)  Society. 

III.  That  the  Bible  Secretary  mark  every  Bible  and  Testament,, 
on  the  margin  of  the  leaves,  with  the  word  "  lent^"  and  its  appro- 
priate No.,  in  legible  characters ;  and  inscribe,  or  stamp  on  the  tide- 
page  the  name  of  this  Association^:  and  that  no  copy  be  lent  with- 
out being  thus  marked. 

IV.  That  the  Bible  Secretary  keep  a  regular  account  of  the  fund, 
and  its  appropriation,  and  of  all  Bibles  and  Testaments  lent  and 
returned,  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  this  purpose  exclusively  :  and 
that  she  include  in  her  Monthly  Report  to  the  Committee,  a  state- 
ment of  the  total  number  of  persons  supplied,  and  the  particulars 
of  all  outstanding  loans. 

-  V.  That  every  Collector  shall  be  at  liberty  to  recommend  any 
persons  residing  in  her  district,  whom  she  may  consider  suitable, 
objects  to  be  supplied  wjth  loans.     Such  recommendation,   with. 
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the  names  and  address  of  the  parties,  to  be  inserted,  under  the  pro- 
per head,  in  the  Monthly  Report  to  the  Committee. 

VI.  When  a  loan  Bible  or  Testament  is  voted  by  the  Com- 
mittee, a  ticket  shall  be  immediately  filled,  and  handed  to  the 

'  Collectors  of  the  district,  by  whom  it  shall  be  signed,  and  delivered 
to  the  person  recommended. 

VII.  In  the  intervals  between  the  Committee-meetings,  the 
Collectors  are  authorised  to  apply,  by  note,  to  the  Bible  Secretary 
for  loans  for  die  supply  of  sick  persons  :  the  names  and  address  of 
such  persons  to  be  specified  in  the  note.  But  the  particulars  of 
every  case  supplied  in  this  manner  shall  be  included  in  the  next 
Monthly  Report  of  the  Collectors,  as  prescribed  by  the  fourth 
Rule. 

VIII.  The  Bibles  and  Testaments  shall  be  lent  for  one  mdnth :  but 
the  Collectors  are  authorised  to  extend  this  period  at  their  dis- 
4:retion,  reporting  to  the  Committee  every  instance  of  such 
extension. 

IX.  The  Collectors  shall  keep  a  regular  account,  at  the  end  of 
the  Collecting  Book,  of  all  Bibles  and  Testaments  lent  in  their 
district ;  and  shall  include  in  their  Monthly  Reports  to  the  Corn* 
mittee,  a  specification  of  all  outstanding  loans,  and  any  informa- 
tion  of  an  interesting  nature  connected  with  the  subject. 

X.  Whenever  a  Bible  or  Testament  is  returned  to  the  Bible 
Secretary,  she  shall  write  the  word  "  BiscHAkoEo"  across  the  loan 
ticket,  and  return  it  to  the  Collectors  by  whom  it  was  originally 
signed,  to  be  preserved  by  them  as  an  official  acknowledgment. 

XI.  That  no  individual  residing  witiiin  the  limits  of  the  Asso- 
ciation shall  be  recommended  to  the  Committee  of  .the  .Auxiliary 
(or  Branch)  Society,  as  a  suitable  object  of  gratuitous  supply^ 
until  the  result  of  a  loan  be  first  ascertained. 

XII.  In  all  cases,  the  Collectors,  respectively,  shall  be  responsible 
for  the  safe  return  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  lent  on*  their  recom- 
mendation. 


S.   OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  RULES. 

I.  The  Stock  specified  in  the  ^r5<  Rule  will  generally  be  found 
sufficient  for  an  Association  of  moderate  size ;  but  if  the  subscrip- 
tion be  adequate,  it  may  be  beneficially  extended.  In  many  Asso- 
ciations, the  stock  consists  exclusively  of  Testaments :  but  the 
following  extract  from  the  Second  Annual  Report  of  the  Plymouth 
Ladies'  Society  affords  a  gratifying  evidence  of  the  advantages 
attending  the  mode  now  recommended : — 

"  Your  Committee  have  to  acknowledge,  on  the  part  of  the  Aasodations 
of  Northern  Dock,  Southern  Dock,  and  Stoke,  the  receipt  of  twetve  pounds, 
from  the  Gentlemen't  Associations,  being  the  balance  remwning  in  hand  at 
the  close  of  their  labours  in  those  places.  By  <w  of  these  Associations 
then:  share  of  this  sum  has  been  appropriated  to  the  purchase  of  a  stock  of 
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The  AdvintiigM  of  tkt  Fund  not  oonflnod  to  liie  Sick. 

ImaBOUtr  and  it  if  worth j  of  obwmAioa,  tiwt  aoMy  h]r  thne 
the  iqjurious  pfiotioe  of  gnttuitoiu  grants  hiM  been  rendered  mtisAji 
ceiwiyi  MO  xeoommendetioDs  having  been  made  bj  either  of  the  . 
dationa,  where  the  simple  expedient  of  a  BHIe  loan-stock  haa  been  adopted. 
**  Your  Committee  take  this  opportunitj  of  ezpreniiig  their  renewed 
conviction  of  the  superiority  of  tne  plan  of  lending  the  Scriptures,  when 
circumstances  prevent  the  purchase :  two  kumirgd  and  eighty  persona  havind, 
by  means  of  the  loan-stocks  of  the  several  Associations,  enjoyed  the  benefiw 
of  tUa  sodefy,  without  being  buxdcnaome  to  iU  Amdai**  - 

Hie  beat  Testaments  for  the  purposes  of  the  Loan  Fond  aitf  Ae 
Brevier^  bound  in  linen-cloth. 

II.  A  reference  to  the  dOth  and  21  st  Minutes  of  fhe  Cdttunittee 
{Spedmm  of  No.  xi.  Sectum  V.  Chop,  VII.)  tirill  suAcfaiftly  explain 
the  mode  of  proceeding,  in  carrying  the  secamd  Kale  into  eSecL 
The  author  has  never  known  a  single  instniirtf  wherein  the  requisite 
fund  has  not  been  immediately  and  cheerfiiUj  contributed. 

III.  In  addition  to  the  &tiagiAhinff  marks  placed  tux  loao 
Bibles  and  Testaments,  as  described  in  &e  third  Rvde,  some  Asso- 
ciations adopt  the  practice  of  paAu^  on  the  inside  of  the  cover  a 
printed  paper^  contamtng  the  Ibllowifig  intamation :— * 

''  Tbia ia m Lma fegm the  — .~- BtbW Association.    liistobe 
aaai  widi  eaxe;  and  on  no  account  to  be  jold  or  pledged." 

IF..  Ibe  practical  tendency  of  the  fourih  Role  wffi  be  foand 
•dRdentiy  Alustrated  m  the  Spedmens,  Not,  xz.  and  xzi.  SiScihm  V* 

V.  It  is  not  mtended  that  the  benefits  0f  the*  fund  siwaJd  ba 
confined  exdoritely  to  the  Ack,  nor  to  those  who  appcBi  uaablc  to 
aabscribe.  In  nutterous  histSBnces,  they  ha?e  been  eizteoded,  with 
maniftst  advantage,  to  aged  subscribers  of  a  penny  or  twopence  a 
week,  to  whom  time  is  pecuthuily  predotts ;  ana  In  othm,  they 
have  mduced  individuids  to  become  subscribers,  who  ware  pre- 
viously indifferent  to  the  Bible,  and  regardNiess  of  ks  sacred  lessons. 
The  Committee  of  the  Liverpool  Ladies'  Society,  in  their  Tliird 
Annual  Report^  observe : — **  The  tpan  of  Testaments,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Collectors,  who  are  responsible  for  them,  and  who 
make  periodical  reports  of  their  condition,  has  been  found  exceed- 
ingly useful,  in  qnietinff  diat  impatience  which  many  subscribers 
feel,  until,  on  the  completion  of  their  subscriptions,  they  obts^ 
their  Bibles ;  and  in  exciting  in  many,  who  at  first  set  little  rtifa^ 
on  the  Scriptures,  a  reverence  for  them,  and  a  desirii  to  possess 

copies  for  tnemselves The  number  of  Loan  Testaments 

tn  circulation  is  upwards  of  500 :  the  use  of  these  haa  induced 
many  to  become  subscribers,  whose  names  would  not  otherwise 
have  be^i  obtained  for  that  purpose.  Amonethemareto  be  found, 
especially  in  one  Association^  a  oonddetoslHe  number  of  Roman 
Catholics/* 

VI.  The  sixth  and  seventh  Rules  have  been  fiilhr  en)lained  and 
illustrated,    in  treating  of    the  ^<  Loan  Ticket*^    (See  No, vil. 
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AnecdoCMy  cOMaiplifyiii^  Ue  bcMficUd  efibcto  of  thd  Loan  Fund. 

&c/Jofi  V.  Chapter  VII*) ;  and  4he  intention  of  the  eighth  Rule 
irill  be  rendered  perfecUv  dear,  by  referring  to  the  duplicate  Second 
Specimen  of  the  ''  Collecton*  Monthly  Report."— 5«»  Ae.  s.  ^ 
the  same  Section. 

▼ii«  The  Fourth  Specimen  of  the  ''Collecting  Book"  {^No.  tu 
Section  V.  Chap.Yll-)  will  explain  the  method  of  keepbg  the 
account  referred  to  in  the  tunth  Rule ;  and  the  following  extracts 
will  illustrate  the  design  of  the  latter  pwt  of  ihTs  regulation :— < 

Leedt  LadUi\  1819.-—"  The  Collectors  of  District  No.  6  hsve  been  much 
pleased  with  the  effect  of  a  loan  Testament  They  report— Having  called 
upon  a  fiunilj  in  the  begiuiing  of  March  last,  'and  finding  them  quite 
destitute  of  the  Scriptures,  the  poor  woman  expressed  a  wish  to  have  a 
Bible,  and  subscribed  sixpence,  saying)  she  would  continue  that  weekly. 
The  second  time  she  was  oiled  upon,  she  ssid  she  could  not  continue  her 
subsciiption,  as  she  had  spoken  to  her  husband  on  the  subject,  who  told  her. 
a  Bible  would  be  of  no  use  to  them,  and  that  he  would  not  have  one.  The 
CoUecton  endcsToured  to  convince  the  womsn  that  it  mii^t  be  of  greet  use 
to  them;  and  desirsd  she  would  speak  with  her  hu^Mnd^  and  they  wouLd eaU 
M;ain  in  a  week  or  two.  In  the  mean  time,  they  learnt  from  a  neighbour 
mt  this  man  was  a  drunken,  wicked  chaxvcter ;  never  entered  s  piaoe  of 
worship;  and,  when  in  full  empbjment  himself^  was  maintained  by  his  wiik 
The  Ladies  called  again ;  when  the  woman  said,  she  had  at  last  pcevailed  on 
her  husband  to  let  them  have  a  Bible.  A  loan  Testament  was  left  with 
them,  and  thej  were  promised  the  use  of  U  till  thej  received  their  BSIda* 
The  woman  continued  to  paj  her  subscription  punctuall/ ;  and,  when  pre- 
sented with  the  Bible,  gave  a  gratifying  account  of  the  change  in  her ' 
ever  nnoe  he  had  been  in  posflOsMon  off  Hm^Ioht 


flheaaid,  that  ever  4noe 
he  hsd^sonitantly,  and  at  eveiy  i  „  . 

paxent  conqprp  ;~tb4^  he  hp^  beeone  »  s^Rolsr  attendanS  at  a  piaoe  of 
worship ;  and  fliiniiirtj  amnifaied  much  soirow  at  the  reooQectiopi  of  hie 
past  esBdnct.  He  now  brings  home  his  weekly  earnings  every  Saturday 
ti^X  led  has  never  been  heurd  to  use  any  profimelanffuage  since  he  became 
-a'leader  of  the  Testament  When  his  wi&  subsequent  presented  him  with 
the  Bible,  he  seemed  quite  overpowered,  and  wept  mucL** 

PIpMmtk  Ladkefy  1819 — "  Your  Committee  cannot  here  refinin  from 
expressing  their  unqualified  approbation  of  this  part  of  the  system*  which, 
has  proved  a  source  of  joy  and  consoUtion,  to  many  of  the  tick  poor  in  pBi:4 
ticular ;  nor  from  stating,  that  in  no  instance  has  a  single  copy  been  lost 
which  has  been  issued  frwm  this  source.  From  among  the  many  instanees 
which  mjght  be  adduiced  in  pcoof  of  the  utility  of  these  loans,  andof  the 
gmtitucb^vinoed  by  tl|e  pqor,  ms  only  their  limits  allow  thsm  to  extsact  :-»• 
"  The  Collectors  of  a  district  having  supplied  %  p(Hir  wossan  with  a  kea 
Testament,  called,  a  few  weeks  afterwards,  for  the  purpoae  of  sscertainii^ 
whether  she  had  made  any  use  of  it :  she  expressed  henelf  under  the  most 
laflting  obligations  to  them  for  the  treasure  they  had  lent  her,  and  spoke  o(( 
having  derived  the  greatest  comfort  and  consolation  from  its  perusal, 
dwelling  with  peeulier  eumestness  on  those  parts  of  the  Scriptures  which 
veiafn  more  immediately  to  the  love  of  the  SAvtoun  for  iinners.-*-The  neishb' 
hovrs  alio  staM*  that  though  nhe  was  shscttt  from  home,  at  work,  durmg 
^e  day*  she  never  retired  to  rest  e^oul  spending  e  oonsiderable  peitisa*  cff 
time  in  riding. her  Testament;— -that  she  was  eonstsptly  lyafag  of  itii 
contents^  and  Uessing  those  who  were  the  mesns  of  providing  her  witti  it" 
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VIII.  It  is  evident,  that  unless  some  acknowledgment  of  the 
return  of  a  Bible  or  Testament  be  given,'  as  provided  by  the  tenth 
Rule,  there  is  a  danger  of  incorrectness  and  misunderstanding;  as 
it  is  generally  sent  by  tiie  borrower  to  the  Bible  Secretary,  without 
the  knowledge  of  the  Collector^  In  all  such  cases  the  ticket  should 
be  returned  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Committee,  and  the  Col- 
lectors should  immediately  make  the  proper  entry  at  the  end  of 
their  Collecting  Book.  Whcp  a  person  who  has  been  supplied  re- 
moves into  another  district,  it  Is  usual  for  the  Collectors  of  the  latter 
to  assume  the  responsibility  attached  by  the  twelfth  Rule ;  and  it 
will  save  much  trouble  if  a  general  u^Jderstanding,  to  this  effect, 
prevail  in  every  Committee. 

f  X.  The  following  extract  from  the  Second  Annual  Report  of  the 
Manchester  Ladies  Society  will  illustrate  the  tendency  of  the 
eleventh  rule. 

^  One  hundred  and  seventy-three  persons  have  been  supplied  with  loans : 
and  your  Committee  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  very  extensive  and 
important  blearings  have  arisen  from  this  part  of  their  plan.  The  use  made 
of  loans  enables  the  C<^ectoi8,  in  a  great  measure,  to  ascertain  the  charac. 
ters  of  those  to  whom  they  are  entrusted ;  and  prevents  the  funds  of  the 
Society  from  being  squandered  on  those  who  might  eagerly  accept  a  Bible, 
without  any  wish  to  peruse  it.  Many  sick  persons,  who  were  entirely 
destitute  of  the  Scriptures,  have  been  thus  supplied." 

And  it  will  gratify  the  reader  to  perceive,  in  the  anecdote  sub- 
Joined,  a  renewed  evidence  of  an  increasing  disposition  on  the  part 
of  the  labouring  classes  to  assist  in  supplying  themsdves.  The 
Committee  of  the  Lwerpool  Ladies'  Society,  in  their  Report  for 
1819,  observe, — 

"  One  of  the  grants  made  at  the  recommendation  of  your  Committee  was 
to  a  shoemaker,  in  straitened  circumstances,  who  had  a  wife  and  ten  diildren 
to  support.  When  the  Collectors  called  upon  him,  he  expressed  so  eaniest 
a  desire  for  a  Bible,  that  they  immediately  applied  for  a  grant,  not  thinking 
it  right  to  require  payment  from  so  poor  and  industrious  a  man :  but  he 
declined  receiving  it  otherwise  than  as  a  loan,  expressing  his  determination 
to  do  all  in  his  power  to  spare  the  money ;  and  he  has  since  succeeded  in 
paying  the  full  price." 

X.  It  may  reasonably  admit  of  a  doubt,  whether  the  advantages 
of  the  Loan  Fund  be  not  questionable,  without  the  responsibility 
attached  to  the  Collectors  by  the  Twelfth  rule  :  nor  can  any  Lady 
justly  complain,  when  required  to  exercise  that  discretion  in  re- 
ference to  the  property  of  the  Society  which  she  manifests  in  the 
disposition  of  her  own.  This  responsibility  not  only  makes  them 
more  cautious  in  the  selection  of  those  whom  they  recommend,  and 
9iore  diligent  in  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  their  character  and  cir- 
cumstances, but  induces  greater  punctuality  in  those  visits  of  mercy 
from  which  such  incalculable  benefits  have  resulted.  The  loss  of  a 
few  Testaments  i«  a  matter  of  little  importance,  when  compared 
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with  the  principles  of  honesty  and  justice,  and  the  habits  of  re- 
gularity, order,  and  attention,  which  it  is  the  great  object  of  a 
Bible  Association  to  encourage  and  perpetuate:  and  whatever 
tends  to  counteract  the  temptation  to  fNnid  on  the  part  of  the 
poor-^to  strengthen  those  princ^plp,  and  confirm  these  habits — 
must  be  a  positive  good.  Experience  has  proved*  beyond  the 
possibility  of  doubt,  that  the  weekly  visits  of  the  Collectors  pro- 
duce this  effect : — ^in  the  case  of  saj^cribers,  there  is  an  evident 
motive  to  punctuality ;  but,  without  this  regulation,  there  would  not 
be  a  similar  inducement  to  call  on  those  who  had  been  supplied 
with  loans. 

•*•  See  Hints  to  Collectors,  Section  I.  of  this  Chapter, 


SECTION  III. 

PUBLIC   DISTRIBUTIONS* 

1.  The  reader  who  is  conversant  in  the  proceedings  of 
Bible  Societies  on  the  European  Continent^  citnnot  be  igno- 
rant that  this  mode  of  distributing  copies  of  the  holy  scrip- 
tures has  long  prevailed  in  many  parts  of  Germany,  &c. ; 
.although  it  has  been  an  occasional  act,  and  connected  with 
devotional  solemnities,  rather  than  a  systematic  periodical 
measure,  arising  out  of  the  regulations  of  the  respective  insti- 
tutions* The  first  Bible  Society  in  Great  Britain  by  which  this 
plan  was  adopted,  appears  to  have  been  that  of  Paisley  and 
East  Renfrewshire.  The  Conunittee,  in  their  Annual  Report 
for  1814,  observe,  that  ''they  were  actuated  by  a  desire  at 
once  to  guard  against  an  indiscriminate  distribution,  and  to 
secure,  so  far  as  depended  on  them,  a  proper  attention  to 
the  Bibles  distributed.'*  After  due  investigation,  lists  of  the 
families  requiring  a  supply,  in  the  several  districts  of  the  town 
and  neighbourhood,  were  made  out  by  the  Committee ;  and 
''each  of  the  families  was  furnished  with  a  ticket,  having 
inscribed  on  it  the  name  of  the  head  of  the  family,  the  place 
of  residence,  and  the  extent  of  aid  required.  These  tickets 
were  distributed  by  gentlemen  appointed  for  the  purpose,  who 
were  careful  to  make  accurate  inquiry  into  the  state  of  those 
who  were  represented  as  in  necessitous  circumstances,  and  to 
whom  the  distribution  was  made.  With  the  tickets  thus  dis- 
tributed and  received,  the  people  were  appointed  to  repair,  at 
a  fixed  time,  to  certain  places  appropriated  for  distribution  of 
Bibles." 

2.  Whether  the  example  was  originally  derived  from  Ger- 
many or  Scotland,  is  of  little  moment ;  but  it  is  certain,  that 
whatever  merit  belongs  to  the  more  general  introduction  of 

N  N 
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this  measure  into  the  system  of  Bible  Associations,  may  be 
claimed  by  the  Committee  of  tbe  Godalming  Society.  It  has 
been  already  stated  {see  viiuli  Division  oj  Stci.  I.  C/iap.  VII.), 
that  they  were  direoUd,  by  the  First  Annual  Meeting  of  their 
Subscribers,  to  prepare  a§^  publish  a  detailed  account  of 
''  the  Southwark  Bible  Association  System,  adapted  to  the 
local  drcumstances  of  the  Country  :**  this  publication  appeared 
in  the  autumn  of  1815:  nMA  it  is  diie  to  those  by  whom  this 
•«ode  of  distribution  was  first  recommended  and  explained,  U> 
extract  the  following  exposition  of  the  views  by  which  they 
were  influenced : — 

'*  The  method  which  your  Committee  has  adopted,  for  the  distributioii  of 
Bibles  and  Testaments,  has  been  an  important  part  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
past  year.  They  were  induced,  by  some  considerations,  which  they  think 
the  results  have  fully  justified^  to  prefer  a  pul^ic  to  a  private  distribution : 
accordingly,  they  instituted  a  quarterly  meeting  for  this  purpose.  The 
efiPects  of  these  meetings  have  been  truly  gratifying ;  in  the  interest  wluch 
they  have  excited,  particularly  among  the  poor — the  consequent  increase  of 
applications  for  Bibles  and  Testaments,  and  of  donations  and  subscriptioiifr 
By  th^se  meetings,  every  appearance  of  party  or  private  charity  is  avoided  ; 
the  plan  and  operations  of  the  society  are  better  understood ;  and,  while  the 
prejudices  of  some  are  melted  away,  the  attachment  of  others  is  confinned.** 

As  the  Godalming  Association  was  not  only  the  first  regu- 
larly-organized Ladies*  Society,  but  the  first  which  presented 
to  the  public  a  sketch  of  the  system  on  which  it  was  con- 
ducted, it  might  naturally  be  expected  that  the  plan  of 
Public  Distributions  would  be  adopted  in  other  places; 
though  it  by  no  means  constitutes  an  essential  part  of  the 
desiga  Such,  in  fact,  was,  with  few  exceptions,  the  case ; 
and  in  the  regulations  prepared  for  similar  institutions,  pro- 
vision was  expressly  made  for  this  mode  of  delivering  riie 
copies  to  the  subscribers.  {See  i  v/A  Observation  on  the  By^ 
LatvSy  Chap.Wll,  Section  III.)  Experience  and  observation 
have  suggested  many  improvements  in  the  original  plan, 
which  will  be  found  included  in  the  following  remarks. 

8,  It  may  not  be  altogether  unnecessary  to  observe,  that 
the  proceedings  of  Bible  distributions,  like  those  of  the 
Annual  Meetings,  are  conducted  exclusively  by  the  members 
of  the  Auxiliary  (or  Branch)  Committee,  and  such  other  Gen- 
tlemen as  may  be  invited  to  take  part  in  the  business.  The 
plan  of  qitarterly  disitributions,  as  originally  devised  at  Godal- 
ming, has  been  very  generally  superseded  by  half-yearly 
meetings  for  this  purpose ;  and  in  some  Associations  of  long 
standing,  which  have  nearly  satisfied  the  local  demand,  a 
public  distribution  connected  with  the  Annual  Meeting  is 
found  sufficient,  and  has  been  attended  wi&  considerable 
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advantage.  Whatever  be  the  period  agreed  on,  it  will  con- 
duce to  the  order  and  regularity  of  the  proceedings  if  the 
days  be  positively  fixed  by  a  By-Law ;  so  that  the  Collectors 
and  subscribers  may  be  previously  aoijuainted  with  the  time 
appointed,  and  make  their  arrangements  accordingly. 

4.  The  following,  or  similar  Resolutions,  should  be  adopted 
by  the  Committee  of  a  Bible  Association,  at  least  six  weeks 
previous  to  the  time  appointed  for  a  public  distribution : — 

I.  That  the  next  public  distribution  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  be  held 

at  iMe  Bojfs*  Free  School,  on  the  evening  of  Monttay,  the  15th  of 
Octobers  and  that  jf.  B-  Esq.  be  invited  to  preside  on  the  occasion. 

II.  That  a  copy  of  the  preceding  resolution  be  transmitted  to  the  Com- 

mittee  of  the Auxiliary  (or  Branch)  Society ;  with  a  rectuest, 

that  they  will  appoint  a  deputation,  to  engage  and  fit  up  the  plaA 
of  meeting,  and  conduct  the  business  of  the  evening. 

III.  That  the  tbllowing  Gentlemen  be  respectfully  invited  to  take  part  ia 
the  proceedings  of  the'  public  distribution ;  viz. 

(Here  follow  the  Names.) 

IV.  That  the  Collectors  be  requested  to  inform  all  the  subscribers  for 
Bibles  and  Testaments,  in  their  respective  districts,  of  the  day  ap. 
pointed  for  the  public  distribution ;  and  that  no  subscriber  can  be 
then  supplied  who  shall  not  have  completed  his  or  her  subscription  on 
or  before  3fomda^,  the  9-4/A  of  Seylember, 

V*  That  the  Collectors  return  their  lists,  properly  filled  (see  Specimen  sub^ 
joineif)y%o  the  Bible  Secretary,  at  the  Committee-meeting,  on  the  Ut 
of  October* 

VI.  That  the  Minute  Secretary  be  requested  to  order  a  sufficient  number 
of  hand-bills,  announcing  the  public  distribution  ;  and  to  have  them 
laid  on  the  table,  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Committee,  with  a  supply 
of  ''  Free  Contributors*  Tickets."— 5m  Specimen  subjoined. 

.  5.  At  the  next  meeting  of  the  Committee,  the  Collectors* 
lists  are  delivered  in ;  and  the  Bible  Secretary  fills  up,  and 
gives  to  each  Collector,  the  proper  number  of  public  distri- 
bution tickets  (see  Specimen  siibjohied) ;  which  they  subse- 
quently sign,  and  deliver  to  the  respective  subscribers  f9r 
whom  they  are  intended.  The  Bible  Secretary  also  makes 
out  a  list  of  all  the  subscribers  to  be  supplied  at  the  public 
distribution,  with  a  specification  of  the  kind  of  Bible  or  Tes- 
tament which  they  are  severally  to  receive;  which  list  is 
placed  before  the  chairman. 

At  the  same  meeting,  the  hand-bills  are  eiven  to  the  C<d- 
kctora,  with  a  request  that  they  will  circmate  them  in  their 
respective  districts ;  and  they  also  receive  a  ticket  for  every 
free  contributor  thenon  their  books,  which  they  subsequently 
deliver  to  the  parties. 

*•*  The  other  duties  which  devolve  on  the  Secretaries  and  CoHectibrs,  in 
xfefbranee  to  the  public  distributioii,  have  been  alrsfedy  *»p^»<T»^  in 
Section  L  of  thia  Cbapter. 
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own  hands :  they  are  then  conducted  to  seats  appropriated 
exclusively  to  them,  either  in  front  of  the  chair,  or  around  the 
room,  so  as  to  admit  of  an  uninterrupted  approach  to  the 
table  when  they  are  called  on  to  receive  theb  copies.  On  a 
due  attention  to  dris  part  of  the  business  much  of  the  interest 
of  these  meetings  depends.  The  free  contributors  deliver  their 
tickets  at  the  doors,  and  are  conducted  to  their  appointed  seats ; 
and  the  platform  is  occupied  by  those  Gentlemen  only  who 
conduct  the  business. 

The  Secretaries  of  die  AoxiKary  (or  Branch)  Society  should 
always  prepare  an  order  of  proceedings  and  place  a  copy  of 
it  before  the  Chairman,  The  following  is  recommended  for 
.this  purpose : — 

ORDER  OF  FROCEBDINO  AT  A  PUBLIC  DISTRIBUTION. 


1.  The  Chaimum.^ 


%4.B. 


S.  CD.- 


4.  E.F.. 


opens  the  bwniMSB  of  the  meeting;  explains  the 
object  and  design  of  the  British  and  Fordgn  &ble 
Society,  and  of  Bible  Associations  as  connected 
with  it ;  and  details  the  recent  proceedings  of  the 
Institution  hoth  abroad  and  at  homei* 

mo^es  t&0  Resolution  No.  1— 

^  Thai  this  meeting  leeisderixous  of  ezpmnig 
its  increasing  attachment  to  the  pure  and  angle 
principle  of  the  Bible  Society ;  and  its  gratitude 
to  Divine  Providence,  for  the  blessings  which  it 
has  been  the  instrument  of  conferring  on  the 
nations  of  the  earth.*' 

seconds  tiie  Resolution  No.  1. 

The  Chairman  havins  put  the  qnestioa, 
moves  the  llesolution  No.  3* 

*'*'  That  this  meeting  entertains  an  earnest  hope 
that  tlie  welftre  and  happiness  of  the  labouring 
classes  will  be  essentially  promoted  by  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Bible  Association  established  in  this 
district** 

seconds  the  Resolution  No-  % 

The  Churman,  having  put  the  question,  re- 
quests the  subscribers  'who  have  received  tickets 
to  approach  the  table,  in  regular*  order,  and  to 
hand  their  tickets,  succesmvely,  to  one  of  the 
Secretaries  of  the  Auxiliaxy  Society,  who  an. 
nounoes  tfa»  descripUaa  of  the  iBible  or  Testaaent 
specified  in  the  ticket :— the  proper  copy  is  handed 
by  another  Oentletnan  to  the  Chairman,  by  whom 
it  is  delivered  to  the  subscriber,  who  immediately  ^ 
xetonui  tains  cor  her  fofmerseat^  Whenthedis. 
tfibution  has  bean  conmlstddi 

.  '     VJ*'  '       '^  -       ■'     '  ^•' *  '  L  'I.    I    II    .  J  I  I  ■'  ■'  ■     mjiMi        ■  ■■>*. 

•  If  any  officer  or  member  of  the  Parettl  Society  be  preMBt*  the  Cfaairmaii 
gsnenlly  refcn  io  hSmfn  tM«  statement  of  the  opcratioos  and  molts  of  the 
Institution. 


S.  G.H. 


I    ■ 
Specimens  of  the  Public-Distribcttion  and  Frbb-Contributoes'  Tickets.  . 


SPECIMEN. 


x> 


No.  4.   District  No.  I  c>^0  Charles'  LADIES'  BIBLE  ASSOCIATION. 

Mark  SHeUing,       ^^iO  No.  4-  District  No.  1. 

a  SmaiUPiea  BIBLE,  ols^  Pb^mit  Mark  Smslimg  to  receive  a  SmmU^ 

^O^^  Pica  BIBLE,  at  ibe  Public  Di8TRiBUTioir» 
Sum  paid,  ll«.  6d.      ^^O  on  Moiuia^^  the  15iAof  Oeiober^  1819. 

.    ^^    .      ,«,..    S^Q        Sum  paid,  1U6A 
15M  of  Odo^er,  1819.  ^^  ^  ^^^  ^^^^  Srcret^t. 

C^.}  ^^     £.l|COLLECTOmS. 

^.  aJ^®"*^^"*  Sy^  0>  Subscribers  to  attebd  at   Tht   B^m* 

O^^  ^«*  5^*^,  «<  6  0*CLOCK  PRECISELY. 

XXXX>^000000^»OOOC»00<>00< 

8.  free-contributors'  ticket. 
This  is  of  the  same  size  as  the  specimen,  and  is  printed  on 
stout  paper.  One  is  given  by  the  Collectors  to  every  free 
contributor  of  a  penny  a-week  and  upwards,  and  confers  a 
privilege  which  is  highly  and  gratefully  appreciated.  As  the 
hand-bills  and  placards  give  sufficient  publicity  to  the  time  of 
meeting,  it  is  omitted  in  thb  ticket;  and  a  considerable 
saving  of  expense  is  thus  effected,  as  one  impression  answers 
for  several  years. 

SPECIMEN. 

Plymouth  \ 

LADIES'  BIBLE  ASSOCIATIONS.      I 

PUBLIC  distribution  : 
At  the  Free  School,  Old  Towq  without. 

ADMIT  A  FREE  CONTRIBUTOR  TO  A  SEAT.       X 

•  >C»^»<>00^*OOCXXXX>OO^iO<>00^*<XXXX  • 

9.  At  a  meeting  convened  for  a  public  distribution,  the 
chair  should  be  taken  precisely  at  the  nour  appointed,  by  the 
President,  or  some  other  officer  of  the  Auxiliary  (or  Branch) 
Society.  The  Bibles  and  Testaments  are  placed  on  a  table 
before  him;  each  description  being  separated,  to  prevent  mis- 
takes. The  subscribers  who  are  entitled  to  receive  .cmies 
present  their  tickets  at  the  doors,  but  retain  tham  in  toeir 
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alenoe  the  excellency  of  this  manner  of  distributing  the  copies  of  the  holy 
scripturea.  It  may  be  doubted,  by  many  persons,  whether  such  laige  nuin« 
bers  of  books  are  disseminated  as  the  society  assert :  here  the  doubt  is  dia* 
sipsted  by  the  fiict.  It  may  be  questioned,  whether  the  Bible  is  of  the  anting 
rlsed  Tersion :  here  the  books  are  open  fbr  inspection.  It  may  be  insinuated, 
^hyfc  tracts  accompany  the  pure  word  of  God  :  here  the  treachery  must  be 
instanUy  detected." 

PfywMHih,  ife.  1819'---^'  The  advintages  of  public  over  private  distribu- 
tions of  the  Scriptures  are  great :  a  practical  refutation  is  thus  given  to  the 
calumnies  of  those,  who  assent- that  the  Bibles  never  reach  the  poor,  or.  that 
notes  and  comments  accompany  their  delivery :  interest  is  excital  in  all 
rlaiTi.  sad  more  espedally  among  the  poor ;  who,  without  Ibeae  ^leetingl^ 
would  have  &w,  if  any,  opportunities  of  becoming  acquainted  with  the  ex- 
tensive operations  of  the  Parent  Society :  while  the  rich  and  the  poor, 
brought  thus  into  contact,  in  circumstances  peculiarly  calcuhited  to  an^en 
benevolent  and  moral  feeling,  find,  that,  in  co-operating  to  promote  the  glory 
of  God  and  the  happiness  of  mankind,  they  insensibly  imbibe  a  spirit  df 
•  mutual  kindness,  with  which  envy  and  discontent,  pride  and  selfishness,  are 
.  equally  inoompatible.      Your   CoUectors  have  repeatedly  witnessed  such 
'  effects  with  delight :  and  so  great  has  been  the  interest  excited  by  the  dis- 
tributions, that  purchasers  of  Bibles   and    Testaments,  supplied  by  this 
'  means,  have  frequently  become  tree  contributors,  for  the  avowed  purpose  of 
.  enjoying  the  privilege  of  attending  them :  ^ven,  in  some  cases,  where  cir- 
cumstances prevented  a  stated  subscription,  a  small  donation  has  been  given, 
as  it  were,  to  purchase  the  pleasure.      But  at  no  period  are  public  diatnbu- 
Uous  80  advantageous  as  in  the  eariy  stages  of  a  society,  when  the  first  object 
is  to  ensure  confidence  in  the  minds  of  the  subscribers :  and  by  no  other 
means  can  this  be  so  efibctually  attained.'* 

It  is  certainly  difficult,  especially  in  the  country,  and 
among  a  scattered  |>ppulation,  to  induce  the  labouring  classes 
to  attend  an  Annual  Meeting;  and  thus*  the  attainment  of 
one  principal  object  of  a  Bible  Association — that  of  interest- 
ins  the  poor  in  the  nature  and  design  of  the  Institution — ^is 
at  least  rendered  more  uncertain.  But  they  have  a  personal 
'motiye  to  attend  a  public  distribution,  and  frequently  make 
considerable  sacrifices  for  this  gratification* 

In  conclusion : — the  strongest  argument  that  can  be  urged 
in  favour  of  the  plan,  is,  that  it  affords  a  practical  refutation 
of  the  assertion,  that  "  notes  and  comments  "  are  distributed 
with  the  Bibles  issued  by  the  Society.  The  author  is  fully 
aware  that  an  objection  has  been  taken  to  those  meetings,  on 
.the  ground  of  reported  injudicious  addresses:  but  he  can 
conscientiously  aver,  that  in  those  which  he  has  attended,  the 
only  ** notes  and  comments"  he  has  heard  may  be  comprised 
in  one  sentence — "  Read  your  Bibles ;  and  shew,  by  your 
lives  and  conversation,  that  you  are  influenced  by  what  you 
read*- 
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TWO  LETTERS 

OVTHS 

SUBJECT  OF  THE  BRITISH  AND  FOREIGN  BIBLE  SOCIETT, 

Bj  the  R16HT  Hov.  NICHOLAS  VANSJTTART. 

C<  _ 

Lktteb    t0  ike  Rev.  Dr.  Maimh,  Margaret  Prpfeuer  of  Dwiniiy  in  ih0 

UnivertUff  of  Cambridge  s  occationed  by  hie  Addrzbs  to  the  Senate  of 

that  VmxenUff, 

Dbae  Sir,— I  b^  to  return  ray  best  acknowledgments  for  the  conmni* 
nication  of  jour  Address  to  the  Senate  of  Cambridge ;  which  I  the  more 
stronglj  feel  as  a  mark  of  your  kind  attention,  as  I  have  not  the  honour 
of  bek>nging  to  that  UniTersitj,  and  as  it  is  a  considerable  time  since  I  hav« 
been  so  fortunate  as  to  have  had  an  opportunity  of  meeting  jou.  You  were 
perhaps  not  aware  that  jou  were  sending  your  Address  to  a  member  of  the 
Britiui  and  Foreign  Bilile  Society ;  but  I  accept,  as  a  proof  of  kindness, 
your  candid  and  friendly  admonition,  which  afibrda  me  an  opportunity  of 
justifying  myself  to  you,  as  a  Church-of-£ngland  man,  for  contributing  mj 
assistance  to  that  institution. 

I  never  indeed  before  Ijpou^t  It  tteeessaxy  to  offer.<ny  apology  for  so 
doing :  for  though  I  was  aware,  before  I  eagiged  in  the  society,  that  it  had 
been  represented  as  dangerous  to  the  Chun£,  it  a^ipeared  to  me  that  .tfaie 
diaige  had  been  so  com^tely  reftited,  that  it  is  with  no  less  surprise  thao 
regret  that  I  now  learn  that  you  still  think  it  well  founded. 

I  must  first  remark,  that  your  observation  lespecting  the  fttnds  of  the 
Society  for  promoting  Christian  Ejiowledge,  compared  with  those  of  the  - 
Bible  Society,  must  giro  a  rery  erroneous  impression  respectiiig  thevCom« 
parative  wealth  of  th^two  societies.  You  state  Uiat  the  funds  of  the  latter 
are  much  superior  to  tnose  of  the  former.  This  is  so  &r  from  being  the 
case,  that,  by  the  latest  annual  account,  the  Society  for  promoting  ChrisUaa 
Knowledge  appears  to  be  possessed  of  property  in  the  public  funds  producing 
about  53001.  per  annum,  besides  some  landed  property  <  while  the  BiUe 
Society  was,  in  April  last,  possessed  of  no  more  than  389/.  per  annum  in 
the  funds,  and  of  money  and  exchequer-bills  capable  of  produdng .  about ; 
1 80A  more ;  maldng  together  about  570/.  per  annum  t  and  althou^its  total ' 
receipts  within  the  year  exceedefl  those  of  the  Society  for  promoting 
Christian  Knowledge,  in  the  proportion  of  about  84,600/.  to  about  I9»090l> ' 
yet  these  receipts  went  not  only  principally  derired  from  casual  and  ooca« 
aional  sources,  such  as  congregational  collections,  and  contributions  hem. 
Auxiliary  Societies,  but  they  actually  fell  short  of  the  expenditure  of  the 
year  by  upwards  of  3600/.  It  is  not  therefore  without  neceasi^,  mudi  leas 
is  it  from  an  invidious  spirit  of  rivalry  towards  any  other  insUtution,  that 
the  friends  of  the  Bible  Society  are  making  those  exerUona  to  obtain 
Airther  patronage  and  support  from  the  public,  which  appear  to  excite  your 
fllann— an  alarm  for  which  I  confess  myself  totally  unable  to  aoQ0ant» 
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wfaoi  I  oooader  that  the  aole  and  ezdiiaiye  otgect  of  the  BiUe  Sodetj,  so 
&r  as  it  respects  the  United  IQngdom,  is  the  drcidatian  of  the  authorised 
translation  of  the  Scrip^oxes,  without  note  or  cgmment.  I  shooAd,  as  a 
member  of  the  Chuzdi,  be  ver^  sorry  to  think  that  the  devout  study  of  the 
Scriptures  could  lead  to  the  disregard  of  eur  Liturgy :  on  the  contrary,  I 
should  hope  that  it  would  produce  a  more  general  acknowledgment  of  its 
excellence ;  as  it  originally,  at  the  period  of  the  Refinmation,  led,  through 
the  blessing  of  Divine  Providence,  to  its  establishment.  The  BiUe,  says 
Chillingworth,  and  the  Bible  only,  is  the  religion  of  the  Protestant ;  it  ia 
the  sole  baas  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  the  only -one  on  whidi  yon, 
I  am  sure,  would  wish  to  place  it  But  you  observe,  that  you  can  have  no 
guarantee,  that,  as  the  power  of  the  Bible  Society  increases,  other  objects, 
inimical  to  the  Church,  will  not  in  time  be  associated  with  the  main  object. 
To  this  I  answer,  that  so  long  as  the  members  of  the  Church  take  part 
in  the  Bible  Society,  its  very  constitution  will  afford  such  a  guarantee  aa 
ytm  desire.  The  President^  and  all  the  Vice-Presidents  without  exception, 
are  Churchmen,  and  are  constant  members  of  the  managing  committee,  in 
which  they  always  preside ;  and  of  the  other  members  of  this  committee, 
the  Churdunen  are  equal  in  number  to  all  theBissenters  of  di&ent  sects  s 
so  that,  in.  every  question,  the  Church  must  have  a  constant  majority ;  and  in 
the  general  meeUngs,  in  which  alone  all  points  affecting  the  constitutioa 
of  the  aodety  must  be  decided,  the  memlwrs  of  the  Church  must  have  a 
waight  in  proportion*  to  their  numbers  snd  consequence.  In  proportion, 
therefore,  as  Churchmen  of  talents,  rank,  and  influence,  join  the  society, 
this  preponderance  must  increase.  Among  the  patrons,  either  of  the  Parent 
Society  or  its  branches,  are  already  number^  the  four  Archbishops  of 
Ireland,  and  -eight  English  and  eight  Irish  Bishops.  I  doubt  whether  the 
Society  for  promoting  Christian  £iowledge,  whidi  now,  as  you  observe, 
enjoys  the  countenance  of  the  whole  Episcopal  Bench,  was,  at  so  short 
a  period  from  its  formation,  honoured  with  the  support  of  so  laige  a 
body  of  the  Prelates;  and  I  should  hope  the  time  might  not  be  &r 
distant,  when  the  two  societies  may  equally  flourish  under  the  general 
patronage  of  them  alL  This  would  appear  to  m«the  most  effectual  remedy 
for  any  supposed  danger  from  the  Dusenting  influence  in  the  Bible  Society. 
To  those  who  sre  mtimately  acquainted  with  the  society,  this  danger 
most  indeed  appear  chimericaL  So  little  does  the  spirit  of  mutual  jealousy 
exist,  that  there  has  been  no  instance  of  a  division  taking  place  in  a  general 
meeting ;  and  I  scarcely  recollect  one  even  in  the  committee,  in  the  course 
of  a  frequent  attendance  x  but  what  may  appear  to  you  more  extraor- 
diaary,  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  discover  which  of  the  members  of  the 
committee  are  Churchmen  and  which  are  Distenters,  escept  in  the  instances 
of  those  gentlemen  with  whom  I  happen  to  be  personally  acquainted,  and  a 
fow  membera  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  who  are  of  course  distinguished  by 
,  their  dress. 

•  But  supposing,  for  the  sake  of  the  argument,  that  there  may  be  resl 
danger  from  the  preponderance  of  the  Dissenting  interest.  What  is  the  remedy 
you  propose  ?— that  all  Churchmen  should  withdraw  themselves  from  the 
society,  and  leave  it  wholly  in  the  hands  of  the  Dissenters.  If  any  thing  can 
vmk»  the  society  dangerous,  this  must  do  it;  because  there  would  then  be 
no  check  to  any  sectarian  spirit  which  might  introduce  itself;  and  which 
most  be  unavoidably  irritated  by  so  harsh,  and,  I  think,  so  unjust  an  indi- 
cation  of  jealousy.  But  even  if  no  sentiment  of  resentment  should  be 
excited,  one  of  two  consequences  must  inevitably  follow :  either  the  society, 
being  deprived  of  the  hope  of  f\irther  support,  and  crippled  by  the  loss  of 
its  pecuniary  means,  and  of  many  of  its  most  valuable  members,  would 
wholly  expire,  or  sink  hito  insignificance ;  or  else  the  Dissenting  interest, 
makmg  up  for  these  losses  by  more  extensive  sacrifices,  and  an.  increase  of 
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eeal  and  activi^,  uid  availing  itaelf  of  the  Maifltance  of  the  foreign  aorietifia 
^dready  formed,  woidd  carry  on  the  inatitation  in  nearly  the  aame  manner 
as  before. 

'  In  the  first  case,  you  would  have  crushed  an  establishment  which  has 
done  more  for  the  diffusion  of  Christianity  than  has  been  effected  in  the 
aame  space  of  time  in  any  age  since  the  Apostolic :  which  has  in  seven  ytears 
been  the  means  of  preaching  the  Gospel  in  fifty-four  languages.  This 
would  indeed  be  putting  out  one  of  the  eyes  of  Britain. 

The  other  alternative  would  be,  to  transfer  to  the  body  of  Dissenters  aU 
the  honour  and  influence  of  whatever  has  been  done,  and  whatever  may  be 
done,  by  an  institution,  of  which  the  dawn  has  been  so  glorious,  but  which 
is  visibly  rising  into  bri^ter  day.  Shall  it  be  said  that  the  Dissenters 
alone  have  carried  the  Word  of  God  to  every  nation  under  heaven?  or  shall 
the  Church  of  England  continuo  to  claim  the  leading-  part  in  this  important 
work  ?  And  can  the  Church  of  England  stand  so  secure  upoh  a  narrow  and 
exclusive  policy,  as  by  deserving  the  blessings,  and  uniting  the  prayers,  of 
all  people,  nations,  and  languages  ? 

The  evils  of  either  alternative  seem  to  me  equally  &tal  and  inevitable.  I 
am  for  from  undervaluing  the  efforts  of  the  Society  for  promoting  Christian 
Knowledge :  I  am  an  old  member  of  that  society,  and  am  hearty  disposed 
to  lend  any  assistance  in  my  power  to  its  usefid  plans.  But  how  little, 
cither  that,  or  any  other  society  now  existing,  would  be  competent  to 
supply  the  place  of  the  Bible  Society,  the  experience  of  above  a  century 
has  diewn.  Even  supposing  (what  I  think  impossible)  that  it  might  be 
made,  in  some  considerable  degree,  to  answer  the  same  purposes,  I  see 
superior  advantages  in  the  present  constitution  of  the  Bible  Society.  The 
co-operation  of  Churchmen  and  Dissenters  in  religious  matters,  so  for  as 
they  can  conscientiously  co-operate,  seems  to  me  one  of  the  most  efBcacious 
means  of  lessening  both  the  political  and  religious  evils  of  dissent  It  dispels 
prejudices,  promotes  candour  and  good-will,  and  must  prepare  the  mind  for> 
the  reception  of  that  truth,  which  every  one  perceives  to  be  no  less  the  ol^ject 
of  those  who  differ  firom  lipn  than  his  own.  From  such  a  communication, 
the  Church  of  England  has  nothing  to  fear,  and  every  thing  to  hope ;  as 
holding  (in  our  judgments  at  least;  that  middle  line  of  truth  in  which  all 
opposite  opinions  have  a  natural  tendency  to  coincide.  And  is  that  truth 
niore  likely  to  be  acknowledged  and  embraced  by  minds  embittered  by 
mutual  jealousy  and  aversion,  or  by  such  as  have  been  previously  softened 
by  conciliation  ? 

The  existence  of  dissent  will  perhaps  be  inseparable  firom  religious  finee- 
dom,  so  long  as  the  mind  of  man  is  liable  to  error ;  but  it  is  not  unreasonable 
to  hope,  that  hostility  may  cease  where  perfect  agreement  cannot  be  esta- 
blished. If  we  cannot  reconcile  all  opinions,  let  us  endeavour  to  unite  all 
hearts. 

I  ought,  perhaps,  to  apoloj^se  for  troubling  you  with  arguments  which 
must  probably  have  been  already  brought  before  you,  as  I  know  your 
opinions  are  not  taken  up  hastily  and  lightly.  But  I  have  thought  it  ne.» 
cessary  to  state  such  as  have  chiefly  induced  me  to  consider  my  taking  a 
part  in  the  concerns  of  the  Bible  Society,  not  only  as  consistent  with,  but  as 
a  proof  of  the  sincerity  and  warmth  of  my  attachment  to  the  Church  o£, 
England ;  and  which  stilly  on  reflection,  seem  to  me  to  have  so  much  weight, » 
that,  far  from  repenting  of  what  I  have  done,  I  feel  convinced  I  shall  least 
of  all  repent  of  it  as  I  approach  that  state  in  which  the  dbtinction  of  Church- 
man and^Dissenter  shall  be  no  more. 


Great  George  Street^  4(h  Dec.  1811. 


I  am,  &c  K.  Vaitsittart. 


Ji 


(4)  ApPXNmXi  Na  I. 

«BBSSBBBJBaBBa«^=saaaMsas=sasB=:^*=B=as 

LsTTEK  to  JoHK  CoKXB,  JEE!*^.  m  mwwr  to  Au  i><ter  «•  lAc  ii^Af 
An.  N.  Vajtsztta&t  ;  fmbHtktd  in  rAc  Ojr/«rii  P<qicr. 

BzAm  Sir,— -I  luiTe  at  all  periods  of  my  life  had  a  paiUcuhr  dgectioii  to 
newspaper  controversies ;  but  to  a  controversy  so  amicable  as  tbat  to  which 
I  am  invited  by  your  Letter — which  not  only  breathes  the  spirit  of  a  geotle- 
man,  but  the  kindness  of  a  fnend— 1  cannot  object,  whatever  may  be  its 
IbmL  I  consider  your  Letter  as  a  public  appeal  to  the  University  of  Ozfoird, 
against  the  sentiments  expressed  in  my  Letter  to  Dr.  Manh.  That  Letter 
was,  in  the  ftrst  instance,  a  mere  private  answer  to  his  communication  tome 
of  his  Address  to  the  Senate  of  Cambridge.  I  expressed  myself  as  a  Churcfa- 
man  writing  to  a  Churchman.  I  published  my  sentiments  under  the  sanction 
of  the  highest  authority  in  that  University;  and  I  have  had  the  satis&ctiaii 
of  learning  that  many  of  the  most  distinguidied  members  of  both  Universities 
approve  <?  them.  But  I  value  both  the  judgment  of  our  University,  and 
your  private  opinion,  too  highly  not  to  offer  some  further  explanation. 

The  question  between  us  is  not,  whether  the  Dissenters  ai«,  or  are  not» 
hostile,  to  the  Established  Church,  but  whether  they  can  acquire  any  power 
of  injuring  it  firom  the  operations  of  the  Bible  S<Kdety.  What  are  those 
operations  ?— simply,  the  distribution  of  the  authorised  version  of  the  Scrip- 
tures. How  can  such  a  distribution  be  injurious  to  the  Church  by  which  that 
version  was  made,  and  which  professes  to  rest  upon  it  as  the  sole  foundation 
of  its  doctrines— that  version  from  which  the  Church  has  taken  the  language 
of  her  Liturgy,  and  which  has  been  sanctioned  from  age  to  age  by  the 
authority  of  all  our  ecclesiastical  rulers  ?  But  if  we  pertinadoualy  reject  the 
aasistsnce  of  the  Dissenters  in  circulating  our  Bible,  what  should  hinder  every 
sect  from  having,  not  only  a  Bible  Society,  but  a  Bible  of  its  own  ?  The 
Unitarians  have  already  their  improved  version  of  the  New  Testament. 
And  who  can  estimate  the  extent  of  mischief  which  might  arise  from  such  a 
collision  of  contending  translations  ?  To  the  unlearned,  the  version  to  which 
they  are  accustomed,  stands  in  the  place  of  an  original ;  and  to  injure  their 
opinion  of  its  authenticity,  is  to  shake  their  confidence  in  the  Woid  of  God 
itseie 

We  are  apt  to  consider  the  Dissenters  as  narrow-minded  and  unreasonable  s 
but  while  we  condemn  the  prejudices  of  other  men,  let  us  be  on  our  guard 
against  our  own.  Let  us  for  a  moment  suppose  that  the  Bible  Society, 
instead  of  being  formed  in  London,  had  originated  in  the  northern  metropolis 
of  our  United  Kingdom,  under  the  patronage  of  the  Church  of  Scotland ;  and 
that  when  their  Episcopal  brethren  had  petitioned  to  unite  with  them  in 
the  glorious  work  of  diffusing  the  knowledge  of  their  common  Saviour,  the 
Presbytery  had  replied,  by  a  haughty  refusid,  ^  Keep  aloof  I  Your  jnety,  your 
learning,  may  be  eqiul  to  ours ;  your  seal  may  be  exemplary,  your  morals 
irreproachable  ;-T-but  you  have  no  lay-elders,  you  have  bishops  and  deans  t 
nay  more,  you  wear  white  surplices,  and  have  organs  in  your  diurches :  and 
we  had  nther  the  Scriptures  should  be  Ibr  ever  unknown,  than  disseminated 
by  such  polluted  hands  in  conjunction  with  oun,*  Such,  my  Dear  Sir,  is  the 
eonduct  which  you  would  recommend  to  the  Church  of  England.  How  &r 
it  would  conduce  to  its  honour,  or  its  substantial  interests,  I  leave  to  your 
eool  reflection.  My  ardent  wish,  as  I  know  it  is  yours,  is,  that  the  Church 
of  England  may  be  the  first  of  Christian  churches,  and  our  country  the  first 
oif  nations— not  for  the  purposes  of  any  worldly  splendor  (whatever  ambition 
of  that  kind  I  may  once  have  felt),  but  as  an  mstrument  in  the  hands  of 
Divine  Providence  of  extensive  benefit  to  mankind :  the  first  of  torches, 
as  the  model  of  pure  &ith  and  unfi^igned  piety  to  all  the  kindreds  of  the 
worid :  the  first  of  nations,  as  the  guardian  and  champion  of  justice,  liberty^ 
and  the  true  rights  of  man.  These,  however,  aie  high  considerataons,  and 
aboive  the  reach  of  human  finedght    To  us  it  belongs  to  use  our  rceaon  in 
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seeking  tbe  most  beneficial  ends  by  the  wisest  means,  and  to  leave  the  event 
with  bumble  confidence  to  Hix  who  rules  above. 

With  resp^  to  the  latter  part  of  your  Letter,  I  shall  only  observe,  that 
you  greatly  mistake  the  views  of  the  Bible  &Kdety,  if  you  suppose  they 
oondemn  the  me  of  notes  and  commentaries  ror  jslucidating  the  Scriptures. 
On  the  coatnoy,  one  of  our  most  active  members  is  now  pabiishing  a  learned 
«pd.el»boiate  Commentary  upon  them.  But  the  society,  as  a  body^  takes  no 
pait  in  this,  or  any  other  work  of  its  members.  Confident  that  the  BiUe 
alone  is  able  to  cive  wisdom  to  the  simple,  it  leaves  to  the  Church,  to  eveiy 
sect,  to  eveiy  uidividual,  the  li^t  of  selecting  and  TeooBunending  such 
fiifther  helps  as  may  be  necessary  fiur  critical  research.  In  so  doing,  every 
man  wUl  consult  his  own  judgment*  and  the  authority  to  which  he  has  baea 
aocuatom^  to  defer. 

I  am  &r,  as  you  well  know,  fix>m  undervaluing  the  advantaoes  of  learning : 
and  I  should  think,  that,  upon  the  ground  of  Ktmry  merit,  the  Bible  Society 
might  daun  some  countenance'  in  a  learned  University.  We  justly  price 
the  profound  erudition  and  indefiitigaUe  diligence  of  the  compilers  of  the 
PdygibU  Bible :  but  what  H  Poly^t  has  the  Bible  Society  prtiduced  f  Can 
it  lessen  the  merit  of  such  exertions,  that  they  have  been  applied  to  living 
languages,  snd  to  purposes  of  immediate  and  important  service  to  mankind  ? 

But  literary  merit  is  not  (ezoent  in  a  rerj  subordinate  degree)  the  aim 
of  the  society ;  nor  the  tribunal  or  learning  that  at  which  it  is  to  be  Judged. 
Its  olgects  are  of  a  hi^er  order,  and  fior  more  important  to  mankind  ;—4uid 
its  appeal  is  to  every  Christian  heart  If  you  can  point  out  to  me  any  means 
of  promoting  these  great  ol^jects  as  powerfully,  as  rapidly,  as  extensively,  with, 
out  incurring  the  dangers  you  apprehend  from  the  Bible  Society,  I  riiaH 
readily  concur  with  you  m  adopting  such  means ;  but  till  you  can  do  so,  I  think 
myself  bound  to  persevere:  nor  do  I  believe  they  will  ever  be  fiwnd,  except 
in  some  plan  similar  to  ours.  For  it  is  not  (imply  to  the  difiusion  of  the 
Bible,  but  to  the  co-operation  of  all  Christians,  to  diffuse  it,  and  to  the  effect 
of  such  a  co-operation  on  our  own  hearts,  that  I  look,  not  only  for  the  esta« 
Uiahment  of  Christian  &itti,  but  the  extension  of  Christian  charity. 

N.  YiOrSITTAST. 

Gr§ai  Q4mrg§  Struts  \Wi  Feb.  1810. 
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Cost  Um       FricM  to 
8oci«ty.         8«b»erib. 

ENOUSH— B/BI^5.  XT'X"     im 

Pocket,  Nonpareil  type,  bound  in  calf 4    6—86 

Ditto,  Minion  type    .    .  • •    .    .    .  5    7   •••    4    « 

Nonpareil,  Iftno.     .    • 4    «   —    «    « 

Mhiion,  crown  paper,  9wo,    •  \    * 6    D  —     4    6 

Brevier,  demy  paper,  8vo.    ..••-....••  7    «   ••♦    •    5 

Brevier,  medium  paper,  8V0.  with  maiginal  retoeaeaa,  II  10  *••    f    6 

Long  Primer,  demy  paper,  8V0.       f    6  —    7    f 
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CotttiM        Frkcmto 
SociBty.        Snbmerik, 


ENGLlSn-^BlBl^BS  emimmd.  t.    d.        s.  d. 
Long  Primer,  fuper-orojil  ptper,  8tow  with  the  full  r^ 
fereooes  of  the  authoABed  4ta  Bihk  ia  the  mir. 

gins,  fine  edition^  S  toIs.  boards     .'••••  S4    0    •••  34    0 

Small  Pia^  medium  paper,  Svc  calf  ••••«•  10    6    •••    7  10 

Ditto,  with  ftiU  refierences  at  the  end IS  10   —    9    8 

Ditto,  rojal  paper,  8V0.  with  maninalTsferenceB  •  14    0    •••  10    6 

Ditto,  Tojal  paper,  BTOw  without  Tf^renoea,  fine  edit.  19    S  •••  19    S 

Ditto,  with  full  referancea  at  tiie  end SS    0   •••  83    0 

Sm.Pioi,MatnrA4i«iHr«Miv«i#/«rt0r«liivt9Mn,boaida,5S    6   •-  53    6 

EJ^GUSn^TMSTJJUENTS. 

Pocl^et,  aheep,  Minion  t^pe    .«••••        ••  16—10 

Ditto,  calf     . S     1    •••     1     6 

Brevier,  19mOi  cloth      ••..••».%«.  13—10 

Ditto     .    .    sheep     •..«.•.••..•  1.6—     19 

Ditto     .    •    calf * *  9    3    >•*    1    9 

Jjong  Primer,  Svo.  sheep   ..    .**«•...  3S«*«i8 

Ditto  .    •    «    .    calf      •.^•.».«..  39' •••8S 

Pica,  8va .    .    .    aheep   •••• •  33    •••85 

Ditto  ....    calf      ...........  4    3    •••    3    9 


WELSH. 

Nonpareil  Bible,  18mo.  calf 4  10    ...    3    0 

Small  Pica  Bible,  8V0.  calf .    .*« «1S0—     76 

Erevier  Testament,  ISma  doth      «•••«»•  13—10 

Ditto aheep     %•«.#.«  19—18 

Ditto calf    .i****^.  93—19 

Small  Pica  Testament,  8to.  aheep  ••.••.«.  3    6   •••    8    3 

Ditto calf 4    •  4    6—31 

GAELIC 

Brevier  Bible,  18mo. calf 6    9—4^ 

Bouigeois  Testament,  demj  18mo.  aheep      .    •    ^    .  1     9    •••     1    S 

Ditto .   calf 8    6—19 

MANKS. 

Bievier  Bible,  8vo.  .    •  •  calf 8    6  •••    S    0 

Brevier  Testament,  18mo.  sheep 8    0    •••    1    8 

Ditto calf 9    9—19 

IRISH. 

Brevier  Bible,  8vo. calf 10    8   •'•     7    0 

Long  Primer  Testament,  18mo.  sheep 9    6   •••     1     4 

Ditto calf 3     3    •-     8    0 

Small  Pica  Testament,  Irish  character,  sheep   ...  3    O  ••'    1    6 

Ditto calf      ...  3    9    —    S    8 

FKENCH. 

Nonpareil  Bible,  19mo.(Ostervald)  calf  •    ....  68—50 

Pocket  BiUe ,....•.  50—39 

Brevier  Testament,  18mo.  (Ostervald)  she^    ...  9    0  •••  -4     6 

Ditto ^    .     .     calf  .    ,    ,    .  8    9    —    f    0 

Brevier  Testament,  ISmo.  (De^7}.aheep     ...  80—16 

Ditto calf  ...    .  89—80 

Laige  Type,  8V0.  (Ostervald)  ealf .    •••,..  50—39 

Ditto,  8va(DeSacy)  ..  ,  cslf .    ^,...,.  50—    «9 
Testament,  French  A  Engliah,inparallel  columns,  8vo.  cali^  7    0  •••     5    "S 
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SPANISH. 

Bvevier  Testament)  iSmo.  (Enzina)  sheep  • 

Ditto calf     .     «    .    « 

Ditto      (Scio)  •    .    •    sheep.     •    •    • 
4>itto calf     .... 
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••• 
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PORTUGUEZE. 

Long  Primer  Bible,  8to.  (De  Almeida)  calf  .  . 
Brevier  Testament,  l9mo.  (De  Almeida)  sheep    . 

Ditto *    «    •  calf  .    • 

Ditto  (Pereira)   «  •    .    •    •*  •    •    .  sheep    • 

Ditto   \    •»...•     ...    .    .   .  calf    •    . 

Long  Primer  Testament,  8vo.  (De  Almeida)  sheep 

Ditto    V  •    • calf. 

ITALIAN. 

Brerier  Testament,  19mo.  (Diodati)  sheep  .    •  • 

Ditto #   calf    •    •  • 

Ditto,  (Martini)   ••.«••   sheep    •  •    . 

Ditto «•    •    •    •   calf    •    •  . 

DUTCH. 

Bourgeois  Bible,  8to.  calf  •    .    .' 7  6   •••    6    8 

Ditto,  Te^^ent,  ISmo.  sheep   ...••.•  9  0   •••     1    6 

Ditto calf 9  9—90 

Ditto  8T0i .sheep •    .  9  fl^  •••    9    0 

Ditto calf 3  9    •••    9  10 

DANISH. 

Bible    .    .    .    0 calf 7  0  ...  5  S 

Long  Primer  Testament,  I9mo.  sheep  ••»•'.  9  0  •••  1  6 

Dftto calf 9  9  •••  9  0 

ICELANDIC 
Bible,  Sto.     ..•....••&.X..       SO*-     39 
New  Testament,  crown  8vo.    ••.•....       9    4  •*•    1    9 

SWEDISH. 

Bible,  8V0.  ....  calf     •.'....•'.  7    6    •••    5    7 

New  Testament)  8fo.  sheep     .     • *  .  9    0    *••     1    G 

Ditto      ....    calf 30—93 

Ditto,  94mo.    •    .  sbeep 1     8   ...     1    S 

Ditto    ....    calf 9    4   ...     1    9 

POLISH.  ^ 

Bible,  8T0.     ...    calf    . 11    0   ..•    8    S 

New  Testament,  Oro.  calf «...       9    9   •>•    S    6 

GERMAN. 

Konpsofeil Bible,  19mo. 7  0  ...  3  3 

Bourgeob  Testament,  94ma  sheep 9  3  ...  I  3 

Ditto calf 9  9  •..  9  1 

ARMENIAN. 

BiUe,  r(^4to.     •    ealf    •  n. 96    0  1..  19    0 

New  Teitamenty  8T0i calf    « 3    0  m*    ^    9 


(8)  AnmwM^  No.  IIL 


CoittlM 


PrioHj* 


MOBKRN  6R££K.  s.  d,  t.  rf. 

Long  Primer  Testament,  Ibolscap  8^6.  calf  ....  4    o  ...  4   O 

DittOy  with  the  Antient    and  Modem  Gredc   in  •     .     ■ 

peiaUel  Cohnnna^  demy  18ma  calf   ••••••  €3.. .63 

HEBREW.  • 

BiUe,8va. 19    6   ...  IS    « 

Testament.  8T0. T    6  •..  7    6 

ETHIOPia 
Tte  Psalms  of  D«vid«.8T<K  calf  .........  4.  Q  ...    4    O 

J>iltOy.4to.    ....    calf   .    •   ..   ..•..'..    ^    ..  7    3  ...  7    3 

JHtCoi  ibA  paper*  ejctraboaids 3  ^   ^.  3    0 

SYRIAC 

Neir  TeatimeiiC  ero#n  4to.  Calf    .....'.*.  19'  €   —  19'   3 

XHtta     .    «    demj  4to.  boaxds 11    3  ...  II     3 

ARABIC 

Hie  Ptalna  of  David,  f07ali8ma  calf  t  .*  9    0  .••  9    0 

...    .TUKXXSH.  .    ,•  !  ... 

New  Tcstamentv  demy  Sro.  ealf              7    3   ...  7    3 

HALAY. 

New  Testament,  ^naf  9vo»  calf ft    0   •••  S    0 

HiNDdOSTANEE. 

New  Testamenl,  demy  8T0.  (Mart jn)  calf   .    •    •    •  €    S  ..•  6    € 

Clllt^rESE. 

NewTestamttit|19mOi(M<nrison)inft€a8e.    ...  7    o  ...  r    0 


No.  III. 
EPISCOPAL  TESTIMONIES, 

tH  V^TpVl.  or  VHB  OBW^mAb 

CntCULATIOK  AKB  PERUSAI.  OF  THE  SCRIPTURES, 
WXTSpmr  VOT«  OU  eOHMEMT. 


Tki  m$  BUk^  SoMlftST't  epinmn  0/  reaii^  ik§  BAU  wkkmt  N§t€  m 


^  IT  dbcvM  beanie  with  ererf  one  who  wooldxead  the  holy  seriptvrei 
with  advantage  and  improvement,  to  compare  every  text  which  may  aeem 
rither  important  for  the  doctrine  it  ittiy  oootain,  or  remarkable  for  the  tun 
of  the  expression,  with  the  parallel  passages. in  other  parts  of  holy  writ.  In 
domg  this,  you  will  imitate  the  example  of  the  godly  Jews  of  Berosa,  wiueh 
is  recorded  with  approbation  in  the  Acts  of  the.Apostlea;  who,  when  Fsnl 
and  Silas  reasoned  with  them  out  of  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old  "ClltaBBaBl, 
Morehtd  ik§  Seriphirtt  dkt^f,  whHktr  f  Aats  tkimg9  wtrt  m.  It  js  incre- 
dible to  any  one,  who  has  not  in  some  degree  made  the  cxperimen|,  what  s 
proficiency  may  be  made  in  that  laiowle<%e  which  makcth  wise  unto  aalv». 
tion,  by  studying  the  Scriptures  in  this  maaner,  without  any  other  conw 
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'ttentuy  or  ekporitton  than  what  tho  diiFm&t  parts  of  the  aacred  yoluma 
>  nutually  fumiflh  for  each  other. 

^  I  will  not  scruple  to  assert,  that  the  most  illiterate  Christian^  if  he  caa 
but  read  his  English  Bible,  and  will  take  the  oains  to  read  it  in  this  manner, 
will  not  Ally  attain  all  that  practical  knowle%e  which  is  necessary  to  his 
salvation,  lipt,  by  God*s  blessing,  he  will  become  learned  in  every  thing 
sdating  to  bis  religion  in  such  d^reee  that  he  will  not  be  liable  to  be 
misled,  either  by  the  refined  arguments  or  fidse  sssertions  of  those  who 
endeavour  to  engraft  their  own  opinion  upon  the  oracles  of  Goik  He  may 
safely  be  ignorant  of  all  philosophy,  except  what  is,  learned  from  the 
sacred  books ;  which  indeed  contain  the  highest  philosophy,  adapted  to  the 
lowest  apprehensions.  He  may  saMy  remain  ignorant  otall  history,  except  so 
much  of  the  history  of  the  firsteges  of  the  Jewish  and  oAhe  Christian  Church 
as  is  to  be  Mthered  from  the  canonical  books  of  the  Old  and  New  Testa, 
ment  Letlim  study  these  in  the  manner  I  recommend ;  and  let  him  never 
cea^  to  pray  for  the  illuminatimi  of  that  Spirit  by  which  these  books  were 
dictated ;  and  tiie  whole  compass  of  abstruse  philosophy  and  recondite  history 
shall  furnish  no  argument  with  which  the  perverse  will  of  man  shall  be  able 
to  shake  thii  learned  Christianas  fidth.  The  Bible  tiius  studied  wOl,  indeed, 
prove  to  be  what  we  Protestants  esteem  it, — a  certain  and  sufficient  rule 
of  fiuth  and  practice,  a  helmet  of  salvation,  which  alone  may  quench  the  fieir 
darts  of  the  wicked.*'-*ji^.  SS3-SS8  oiBp.  HonU^'sJ^iiuSenmmu.  Lmii.t915. 

In  another  Volume  of  Disooorses  (Sd.  edit  I8I1*)  the  Bishop  eaqwrcsBet 
himself  as  follows  :— 

**  It  18  the  glory  of  our  Church,  that  the  most  ilHtente  of  her  sons  are  ia 
{MMMssion  of  tiie  Scriptures  in  their  mother  tongue.  It  is  their  duty  to 
make  the  most  of  ao  great  a  blessing,  by  employing  as  mudi  timeas  they  can 
spare  from  the  neceasaiy  business  of  their  sevenl  callings,  in  the  diHgeat 
study  of  the  written  word.  It  is  God*s  will  that  all  descriptions  of  meUf 
great  and  small,  rich  and  poor,  learned  and  ignorant,  should  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  truth ;  that  is,  of  the  truths  brou^t  to  light  by  the  Gospel ; 
not  only  of  the  ftmdamental  truths,  of  fiuth  towards  God,  of  repentance 
from  dead  works,  and  of  a  ftiture  judgment,  but  of  all  the  sublimer  truths 
eonceming  the  scheme  of  man^s  reden^ion."    Serm*  I*  fp.  S  SfA, 

**  Our  Lord  said  of  himself,  that  ne  came  to  preach  the  Gospel  to  the 
poor :  and  the  same  thing  may  be  said  of  the  word  of  Bevelation  in  general,— 
that  it  was  given  for  the  instruction  of  all  mankind,  the  lowest  as  weU  as  the 
highest,  the  most  illiterate  as  well  as  the  wise  and  learned.  It  may  be 
Teckoned,  therefinre,  a  necessary  dunvcteristic  of  Divine  Bevelation,  that  it 
shall  be  ddivered  in  a  manner  the  most  adapted  to  what  are  vulgarly  caDed 
the  meanest  capacities :  and  by  tiiis  perspicuity,  both  of  precept  and  of  doc- 
trine, the  whole  Bible  is  renuurkably  distinguished.  For,  although  St. 
Peter  speaks  of  some  things  in  it  hard  to  be  understood,  he  speaks  or  such 
things  only  as  could  never  have  been  understood  at  all  had  they  not  been  re- 
vealed ;  and,  beiqg  revealed,  are  yet  not  capable  of  proof  or  explanation  vpon 
scientific  principtei,  but  rest  solely  on  the  authority  of  the  Bevelation  t  noS 
that  the  terns  in  which  these  discoveries  are  made  are  dbscure  and  amfas^ 
guous  in  their  meaning  ;  nor  that  the  things  themselves,  however  hard  tof 
the  pride  of  philosophy,  are  not  of  easy  digestion  to  an  humble  fiuth.** 

5frw.  VIII.  jk  191. 

^  The  obscurity  of  the  Prophecies,  great  as  it  is  in  some  parts,  is  not  such 
as  should  discourage  the  Christian  Laic  from  the  study  of  them,  nor  such 
■s  will  excuse  him  under  the  neglect  of  it  Let  him  remember,  that  it  la 
the  Apostle*s  admonition,  who  would  not  eiy<nn  ao  useless  or  impracticablB 
tuky  to  giMhMdi9ik€pnpMkw9r4r  Strm.  XVUL  p.  ^S9. 


(10)  A^pxiijDix^  No.  III. 


The  Bishop  of  BAxreoK  (the  late  Dr.  Waarsv)  gave  the  Bible  Sodei^ 
in  1804,  soon  after  its  estaSlishment,  ^  the  benefit  of  his  recomnieadatioa  s 
•ad  instructed  the  Rmal  Deans  thnmgfaout  his  diocese  to  distribute  its  plans 
and  solicit  bene&ctions  in  its  favour.** 

i)wen*$  Hitt.  e/tht  Bible  S&ekty^  f^oUl.  p.  \&k 


Sxinui  of  a  LzTTsn/rvm  <A«  Bishop  tf  DcntHAM  lb  Loan  TBiosmouTS, 
Jated  JUaff  1, 1810. 
**  The  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Siiciety  has  my  warmest  wishes  tar  a  con- 
tinuance of  success  in  the  important  work  in  which  it  is  engaged ; — ^wishes 
which  were  formed  on  the  fiillest  conviction  that  its  meritorious  exertions 
have  contributed,  ani  will  contribute,  to  make  known  the  holj  scriptures  in 
the  most  unenlightened  regions  of  the  earth,  and  to  convey  to  millions  what 
they  otherwise  would  not  have  enjoyed— ^e  inestimable  MsHiing'  of  the 
Gospel'* 

In  another  Letter,  dated  May  5th,  1812,  he  apologised  for  his  non- 
attendance  at  the  Anniversary  on  account  of  indisposition,  and  sent  a  second 
donation  of  50/.  This  Prelate  has  also  subscribed  liberally  to  the  Cavendish- 
•quaze  Bible  Association,  of  which  he  is  the  President  or  Patron. 


Qffy.  0/  a  CiacuzjA  XjETTZk  &ddret$ed  ly  ih$  BmHOP  tf  Bhistoi.  la  tkf 
CuEaor  ofki$  Diocese. 
"BEV.Sia,  ./imtMify  9>  1810. 

^  Having  been  z«quested  by  the  Committee  of  the  British  and  ForeigB 
Khie  Society  to  recommend  the  fbnnation  of  an  Auxiliary  Society  in  &e 
aty  of  Bristol,  similar  to  those  which  have  been  established  in  several  great 
towns  throughout  the  kingdom  x  I  beg  leave  to  state,  that  sudi  a  meamrt 
las  my  hearty  approbation^  and  that  it  wiU  afford  me  the  greatest  pfeasom 
tasee  it  oanied  into  eaucution* 

^  I  am,  Beveiend  Sfar,  yours  fiddifiiUy, 
**  Triniijf  CoUege,  Camhri4ge.  **  W.  BaiSTOX-** 

^  The  late  Bishop  of  Sonoa  and  Mak,  in  1811,  co^yperated  with  the  Soy 
dety  in  distributing  the  Manks  TestaHtent  throu^out  his  diocese.** 

Owen^s  Hist,  of  the  Bible  Sonety^  VA.  II.  f .  55. 

Bflract  of  a  Lettze  from  IAsBxshop  o/]!f  oawiCH  to  the  Rev.  Hlh.  CoaBou^ 
.  TaMpoetwgtheFotmaii^moftheS^ffothJuxUuyr^Sol^t^f^la^         1811. 

*^  It  will  be  imposdble  fat  me  to  make  my  appearance  in  person  at  the 
meetmg  to  be  holden  at  Ipswich  on  the  lOth  of  this  month  (DeoemberX 
MAy  I  request  the  fiivour  of  you  to  take  the  chair  in  my  stead  ?  I  can  witk 
troth  add,  that  I  shall  have  a  particular  satisfkction  in  being  r^resented  by 
a  Clergyman,  whose  steady  and  judidous  attachment  to  our  exceUent  eocle> 
snstical  establishment  renden  him  a  peculiarly  proper  petson  to  promote  the 
euecess  of  an  institution,  so  insepanUy  connected  with  the  best  interests  of 
thssestaUisfament.      *  ^  I  am.  Dear  Sir,  dnoerely  youn, 

«*  H.  NoiwiCH.'^ 

The  Bishop  of  Salisbttet  has,  on  several  occasions,  home  his  public  tes- 
timony to  the  merits  of  this  institution,  in  the  most  dedded  tenns. 

The  BisBop  of  KiLDABJB,  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Britidi  and 
Foreign  Bible  Sodetj,  in  May  181S,  after  having  irtated  the  want  aadae^ 
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cepUbilitj  of  the  Scriptuies,  aeoording  to  the  authoziaed  Teraion,  not  onljr 
among  the  Protestants,  but  also  amonff  y&ry  many  of  the  Boman  Catholic^ 
in  Irehmd,  and  spoken  in  terms  of  high  commendation  of  the  exertioi^ 
made  by  the  Hibernian  Bible  Society  of  Dublin  to  meet  the  exigency, 
asserted  that  the  ignonnce  which  prevailed  in  that  country  on  the  sul^ject  cif 
religion  was  not  to  be  conceived,  and  that  the  doctrines  of  the  Beformatioo 
were  utterly  unknown  ia  many  parts  of  it. 

The  Bishop  of  Meath,  at  the  same  meeting,  concurred  with  the  Bishop 
of  KiLDARs,  in  representing  the  state  of  Ireland  as  deeply  needing  the  benefit 
which  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  society  to  impart.  The  Bishop  remarked, 
that  only  the  skirts  of  that  cloud,  chaiged  with  fertilizing  showers,  to  which 
the  noble  President  had  compared  this  benevolent  society,  had  yet  extended 
to  Ireland.  His  Lordship  expressed  the  warmest  satis&dion  at  witnessixig 
so  numerous  a  meeting,  united  thus  oordiaJly  and  ardently  on  an  olnect  of 
so  much  importance  ;  and  assured  them  that  he  should  endeavour  to  impark 
a  similar  impression  to  the  Clergy  of  that  diocese  which  constituted  the 
■pheve  of  his  laboun. 

Mxiroctjrom  tk§  Speech  •/  the  Bnaop  of  CLonrs,  MUtrch  IB,  181S. 

^  As  an  old  member  of  the  Parent  Society,  I  rejoice  in  the  nght  of  tiiii 
numerous  and  respectable  meeting,  convened  for  the  purpose  of  forming  an 
Auxiliary.  I  am  proud  of  the  heathy  and  vigorous  oropring  which  is  firing 
on  every  «de  around  that  parent ;  and  I  do  think  its  signal  and  honest 
merits  have  fixed,  and  are  fixing  themaalves  every  day,  upon  the  firm  and 
broad  basis  of  decided  public  opinion.  That  there  should  be  learned  and 
ivapectable  men,  and  such  men  I  am  afraid  are  to  be  fi)und,  who  olject  ta 
our  principle,  and  are  alarmed  at  our  progress,  is  to  me  matter  of  pure 
and  simple  astonishment !  Will  any  one  of  this  assembly  stand  forward 
and  teU  us,  that  to  give  a  Bible  to  a  poor  man,  who  is  unable  to  purchase 
one,  is  unbecoming  a  Christian  assembly  ?  Will  any  one  stand  forward  and 
tell  us,  that  to  be  at  the  expense  and  difficulty  of  translating  the  Bible  into 
a  foreign  language,  and  to  send  it  into  a  country  where  the  name  of  the 
Bible  has  hm^y  ever  been  heard,  is  likely  to  produce  very  dangerous  con* 
sequences?  No,  Gentlemen:  Iknowproofii  to  the  contrary;  mid  I  agree 
with  the  noble  Lord  who  spoke  last  but  one,  that  in  Ireland  the  limits  of  this 
Institution  are  spreading  everywhere:  I  see  and  converse  every  day,  in  mj 
•wn  neighbourhood,  with  men  who  have  been  beyond  measure  benefitted  by 
the  exertions  of  the  society.  Go  on,  then,  Gentfemen,  in  the  name  of 
God;  spread  the  Word  of  God,  without  the  opiiiiona  c^man,  throu^Mmt 
every  part  of  the  world ;  translate  it  into  every  language,  and  send  it  iiit# 
every  country.  And  if  this  be  a  crime,  it  is  one  of  a  veiy  iringular  nature  i 
Ibr  our  Saviour  set  the  example,  the  Apostles  fUlowed  it,  and  God  himeelf 
has  commanded  and  sanctioned  it  I  proceed,  therefore,  to  move,  that  a 
society  be  formed,  to  be  caQed  *The  North-Wesb  London  Auxiliary  Bihlt 
Society.'  »• 

Extract  fr^m  the  GoAEOt  ^fiktBrnor  c/Br.  David's,  te  IBIS. 

**  The  unexampled  success  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Sodety  to 
very  interesting  to  us,  as  Christians  and  Protestants.  Auxiliary  Sodetiea 
continue  to  mumply  throu^out  the  united  kingdom.  A  greet  accetslon  has 
been  very  lately  made  to  it,  both  of  numbers  and  credit,  by  the  establish- 
ment of  an  Auxiliary  Society  at  Oxford.  Its  only  object^  the  promotion  of 
Christian  knowledge,  it  has  in  common  with  the  old  national  society.  The 
M  society  pursues  this  end  by  various  means :  the  new  society  by  one 
90tj  I  but  that  is  one  in  which  all  Christians  can  concur. 

^tXh^BihUSeoetyiiodertakM  to  distribute  U»  Bible:  it  confines  itielf 
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to  the  Bible ;  but  it  neither  obstructs  nor  diacouragea  the  dTculation  of  th« 
Common- Prayer  Book  (for  every  member  of  the  societj  is  at  liberty  to  giTtt 
the  Prayer  Book  with  the  Bible) :  but  if  the  society  had  refused  to  sdl  the 
Bible  without  the  Prayer  Book,  it  would  certainly  hare  obstructed  the 
circulation  d  the  Bible.  The  Society  is  constituted  on  this  simple  and 
comprehensive  principle,  that  it  may  not  eSLclude  the  aid  of  any  penons  pro^ 
ftssuig  to  be  Chiisttans.  Indeed,  no  contributi<m  fbr  the  distiiliution  of  the 
Bible  .can  be  unacceptable,  whether  it  come^from  a  Churchman  or  I>iaKQter» 
from  a  Christian,  Jew,  Mahometan,  or  Heathen.** 

'  In  a  book,  entitled  ''  The  Bible,  and  the  BiUe  alone,  the  Bdigion  of 
^rotestanti,'*  his  Imrdahip  again  speaks  highly  in  commenditaoo  of  theBiUe 
Booetgr.  ^ 

Msirmei  ^m  Lxttke  /^»m  ik€  fate  Bishop  •/  lAJonurr  l»  Lokd  Tnev* 
MOUTH,  dmitd  OeU  IS,  1B14.    ^ 

**  Allow  me  to  congratulate  your  Lordship  on  the  flomrishiiig  stale  of  tht^ 
iodety :  it  portends,  I  trust,  the  commencement  of  a  new  epMfa  In  the  hia. 
toiy  of  human  kind,  when  the  Christian  religion  shall  be  oniTcnsliy  xeoeiTed, 
xiglhtly  understood,  and  oonadentioualy  practised.** 

XsHraei  of  a  LKTTxm/rmi  lAs  Bishop  •/  Chicbxstxx.  U  iki  OmmiUm  wf 
ike  BrUiik  wul  foreign  BiUe  Soeiet^y  daUd  Jmg.  14,  181S. 

**  I  confess  myself  extremely  gratified  with  the  contents  of  the  Bepoits  of 
the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society ;  and  might  luve  conceived  (had  I 
not  heard  and  known  the  contrary)  that  no  weU-wisher  to  an  extensive  dia- 
^mination  of  the  Gospel  could  fidl  of  being  sa** 


The  Bishop  of  Glovcxstxh,  at  the  lS2th  Annivenary  of  the  Britidi 
and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  in  1816,  spoke  as  follows:— 

'  •  **"  Opposition  has  been  revived,  but  it  has  been  ably  and  dedaivdy  de» 
ftated.  Indeed,  fiicts  begin  now  to  speak.  We  find  many  exampies  of  the 
piacticalxesulUofdisBeBunatiiigthepure  Wordof  God.  Thedrouialioaof 
ihe  Prayer  Book  has  not  been  lessened ;  it  has,  on  the  ooBtnry  greatly  in- 
creased,  during  the  whole,  period  since  the  formation  of  this  aodel^— • 
wffictent  evidence  that  the  fistablished  Church  is  more  flimly  seated  m 
the  affiections  oC  the  country.  The  othes  tendency  which  the  firioidi  of  oiic 
society  thou^t  to  be  the  most  probable,  begins  to  appeas.  The  effects  of 
the  BiUe  are  becoming  daily  more  and  more  viable.  And  what  are  these 
effects?  The  drunkard  becomes  sober,  the  profligate  chaste,  the  swearer 
ftan  ah  oath.  May  the  God  of  the  Bible  grant  tluit  this  tendency  ma^ 
increase  year  by  year  I  Kay  the  time  come,  when  the  Word  of  God  shall 
be  in  every  heart  an  incorruptible  seed,  which  shall  bloom  and  blosBom  here^ 
end  bring  forth  fruit  to  everksting  life  !** 

Thesentnnents  of  the  late  venershle  Dr.  TomTXVS,  Bishop  of  Lovdov, 
are  thus  ddivered  to  the  world,  in  great  part  as  recorded  by  the  Bishop  him- 
self in  his  Life,  written  by  his  relative  Dr.  Hodgson,  Dean  of  Chester,  and 
Aector  of  St  Geotge*s,  Hanover  Square. 

"  ^  A  Umitation  thus  absolute  and  unequivocal,**  vis.  that  the  sole  and 
exdunve  object  of  the  Society  should  be  the  drcuktion  of  the  Scriptures, 
and  the  Scriptures  only,  without  note  or  comment  ^  removed  firom  the  Bishop*s 
mind  all  doubt  and  hesitation.  He  saw  instantly  that  a  desitfn  of  such 
magnitude,  which  aimed  at  nothing  leas  than  the  dispeirion  of  the  BiUe 
ever  every  accessiUe  part  of  the  werl^  could  talj  be  aooompiisfaed  liy  th* 
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aasociAtion  of  men  of  all  religioua  penuuians.  He  looked  Ibrwsrd  to  great 
retiiltf  from  midi  a  combination  of  effort  He  entertained  the  hope,  that 
it  miffht  opente  aa  a  bond  of  union  between  contending  partiee;  and  th«t 
by  bringing  them  together  in  one  point  of  Tast  moment,  about  iHilch  there 
could  Iwrdly  be  a  diTornty  of  opinion,  it  mi^t  graduallj  allaj  that  bitter. 
neas  of  dispute,  and  pot  an  end  to  those  unhappy  divisions,  which  have  so 
long  tarnished  the  credit  of  the  Christian  world.  Whilst,  therefore,  w« 
remained  firmlj  attached  to  the  original  society  (for  promoting  Christian 
Knowledge),  whose  exertions,  as  &r  as  its  limited  sphere  allowed,  no  one  ever 
held  in  higher  estimation,  he  gare  at  the  same  time  the  sanction  of  his  qnne 
without  scruple  to  the.  new  one :  and  the  more  he  conmdered  its  object,  and 
the  loqger  experience  he  had  of  the  spirit  and  principles  on  which  it  was 
conducted,  the  more  deeply  he  was  convinced  that  it  merited  aU  tiie  support 
which  the  Church  of  England  could  give  it. 

^  It  is  now,**  he  obserres  in  a  paange  which  strongly  maifa  his  senti« 
ments ;  ^  it  is  now  well  known  and  firmly  established,  and  has  completely 
triumphed  over  all  the  attempts  made  to  destroy  it.  None  of  those  secset 
dmrk  designs,  none  of  those  plots  and  conspiracies  to  subvert  the  Establish* 
ment,  and  devour  both  tiie  shepherds  and  tiieir  flocks,  which  were  so 
confidently  predicted,  by  a  certain  set  of  men,  as  the  inevitable  effect  of 
this  society,  have  yet  been  discovered  in  it.  It  is,  in  fiu:t,  much  better 
emplojred.  It  goes  on  quietly  and  steadily  in  the  prosecution  of  its  great 
object,  and  pays  no  sort  of  re^^urd  to  the  sneers  and  cavils  of  its  intemperate 
opponents.'* 

In  another  passsge,  written  at  a  still  later  date,  he  says,  **That  jie 
cannot  but  add,  in  justice  to  this  society,  which  has  been  so  much  opposed, 
misrepresented,  and  traduced,  that  all  the  important  works  in  which  it  has 
been  engaged,  have  been  carried  on  with  the  utmost  harmony  and  unanimity  s 
without  any  difference  of  opinion ;  without  the  slightest  symptom  of  any 
hostile  or  treacherous  design  against  the  Church ;  and  without  any  oUier 
idea  upon  their  minds,  but  that  of  extending  as  widely  as  possible  the 
knowledge  of  the  Christian  Scriptures.  The  Bishops  of  Dubham  and  Salis- 
BUBT  attended  seveveral  of  their  meetings ;  and  were  delighted  with  the 
decorum,  calmness,  and  good  temper,  with  which  their  proceedings  were 
conducteid.  In  short,  all  the  apprehensions  to  which  this  society  has  givea^ 
rise,  are  now  found  to  be  but  vain  terrors ;  and  all  the  prophedes  of  the 
mischief  and  evil  that  would  result  firom  it,  are  falsified  by  fiuste.  It  is  rising 
tmifonnly  in  reputation  and  credit ;  gaining  new  accessions  of  strength  and 
revenue ;  and  attaching  to  itself^  more  and  more,  the  approbation  and  sup- 
port of  every  real  firiend  to  the  Church  and  to  reUgion.** 
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BRIEF  "view 

•  OF  fnE  ' 

BRITISH  AND  FOREIGN  BIBLE  SOCIETY. 

April,  1821. 


Pbssidxvt— Rigkt  Hun.  Lomo  Txxovmouth. 

VICE-PHB«lUEKT^:  • 


Most  Noble  Murqness  of  Hastings^  Qo* 

venior-<j^ei4jp  Iiulia. 
Rt  Hon.  Earl  oflAyerpool,  First  Loid  oC 

Rt  Hon.  Earl  of  Bomnsv. 

Rt  Hon.  Adooiral  Lord  OamUer. 

Rt  Hod.  Lord  Headley. 

Rt  Hon.  Nicolas  Vansittart,  M.P.  Chan- 


Ri  Hon.  &  Most  R«T.  Archbp.  of  Cashel. 
Rt  Hon.  &  Most  Rev.  Archbp.  of  Tnam. 
Hon.  &  Rt  Rev.  Lord  Bishop  of  Durham. 
Rt  Ret.  Lonl  Bishop  of  Ghicburter. 
Rt  Rev.  Lord  Bishop  of  St  maid's. 
Rt  Rev.  Lord  Bishop  of  Salisbury. 
Rt  Rev.  Lord  Bishop  of  M^^ch. 
Hon.  &  Rt  Rev.  Lord  Bu.  of  Gloucester. 

Rt  Rev.  Lord  Bishop  of  Meath.  m    oellor  of  the  Exchequer,  &c. 

Rt  Rev.  Lord  Bishop  of  Kildare.  H^Rt  Hon.  Sir  Evan  Nepean,  Bart 

Rt  Rev.  Lord  Bidup  of  Deny.  His  Excellency  Sir  Gore  Onseiey,  Bart 

The  Very  Rev.  the  Oean  of  Bristol.  William  Wilberforce,  Esq.  MJ*. 

Rt  Hon.  Earl  offiairowby,  Fkesideat  of    Charles  Grant,  Esq. 
the  Cooncfl.  11  Thomas  Babing;ton,  Esq. 

T&XASUREB, 

JoHir  Tho&xtok,  £9q.  King*8  Arms-Yard,  Coleman  Street. 
8£GftXTARiX8  (gratis) : 
Rev.  ^ohn  Owen,  MA.  Reetor  of  Pttgle.  ||  Rev.  Charles  Fr.  Ad.  Steinkopff.D.DMI- 
shaniy  Essex.  1     nister  of  the  G^rmuiLotherau  Chnrch, 

Rev.  Joseph  Hughes,  M.A.  Battersea.        I|     Savoy,  London. 

AssisTAMT  Sbobbta^t  4KO  AooouifTAirr— Mr.  Joseph  Tarn. 
Amistamt  FoRBicof  Sbcbxtabt— Mr.  E.  F.  Roenneberg. 
0BP08ITABT— Mr.  Richard  Cockle.  CoLiAcros^Bfr.  Anthony  Wagner. 

K.B.  li  is  requested  that  all  Letters  to  the  President^  of  to  any  of  the  rfficers^ 
may  he  addressed  to  them  respectively  at  the  Socioty^s  House,  10,  Earl  Street^ 
Blaci^riars,  London. 

l^Um  OF  THE  SOCIETY. 

The  Object  of  the  British  and  Foreigii  Bible  Sodetj  is,  exdusiveljr,  to 
promote  the  diculatioiLlKif  the  holy  scriptures,  without  note  or  comment, 
both  at  home  or  abroad.  By  a  fundamental  law  of  the  societj,  the  copies 
circulated  in  the  languages  of  the  United  Kingdom,  are  to  be  those  of  the 
Mithoriaed  version  onlj. 

The  Constitution  of  the  society  admits  the  co-operation  of  all  jiersons  who 
ai^  disposed  to  concur  in  its  support.  ^ 

The  Proceedings  of  the  society  are  conducted  by  ^  Committee,  consist- 
ii^  of  thirty-six  laymen,  tax  of  whom  are  foreigners  residing  in  London  and 
its  Ticinity :  half  of  the  remainder  are  members  of  the  Church  of  England ; 
and  the  other  half,  members  of  other  denominations  of  Christians. 

The  President,  Vice-Presidents,  Treasurer,  and  Secretaries,  are,  ex  pfficioy 
Members  of  the  Committee ;  and  every  clergyman  or  dissenting  minister, 
who  is  a  member  of  the  society,  is  entitled  to  attend  and  vote  at  all  meet- 
ings of  the  Committee. 

One  guinea  annually  constitutes  a  member;    five  guineas  annually  a 
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Oovvrnort  teak  gdtaeu  ai  cot  ti]iie»  a  La£e  Member  t  fillf  poundi^  a  Lift 
OoTcraor.    Oavernon  are  oititled  to  tfttend  and  TOte  in  the  Commitrfift 

Memben  are  entitled  to  puxcfaMa  Bibles  and  Teitaiiie&ts»  at  ndiieed 
prices,  to  five  times  the,  aimmnt  of  theur  amMisl  snbeectpliaQ  ^— donm  of 
ten  Buiness  bebg  classed  with  sminsUsibacriberi  of  one  guineai  and  dooocs 
of  fiftjpounds,  with  thoseof  five  guinSu.  ^ 

*  K.B.  Amdiiary  Societies  contrilmUng  the  whole  of  their  fitads  (mamuj 
expenses  excepted)  are  allowed  to  diaw  lor  Bibles  and  Testaraents*  esli^ 
mated  at  piyne  east,  to  half  t^  amount  of  the  snm  so  contiibated  :  their 
memhers  ire&uning  the  ssaae  priTil^e  of  pufthssfaig  ffibles  and  Testsmcnte 
It  th#local  depositorjr  at  reduced  pnoes,  as  the  Memben  of  tlie  Fuent  So. 
detj  eqjojr  from  the.L.ondon.depositoiy.  The  AuziliBij  Horieties  srs  also 
entitled  to  purchase  with  the  funds,  and  onbAalf  of  BUJaAisociatiwiii  anj 
*  number  of  Biblesan4ye8taments  at  prime  cost 

In  th«4iresent  sge,  no  circumstance  claims,  mqgre  stronrijr  the  aotioe  and 
appfobation  of  everjr  friend  to  Christianity,  than  the  aesldispUyed  lor  the 
circulation  of  the  holy  scriptuxes,  and  the  fiudlities  nroTided  for  the  accom- 
plishment of  this  object.  Our  ibre&thers  have  long  |kn  honoured  with  the 
gntigMle  they  deserve,  for  )ia ving,  at  th|  period  of  the  Reformation,  laid  open 
those  heavenly  treasures  to  the  eyes  of  the  people.  Societies  were  subse- 
quently  formed,  schoi^  were  founded,  and  other  regulatioDs  adopted,  &r 
promoting  this  desirable  work.  Little  however,  cempsrstively,  was  done 
towsrds  generalizing  the  knowledge  of  the  Bible  tiU  within  the  last  fifty 
yean  ;  when  an  increased  attention  to  education  brought  the  minds  of  the 
common  people  more  extensively  into  cultivation,  and  multiplied  the  readen 
of  the  Scriptures  to  a  degree  beyond  all  fi>rmer  example.  To  this,  snd 
other  causes  of  similar  operation,  may  be  ascribed  the  superior  estimatioo 
into  which  the  Scriptures  have  risen  of  late  years,  and  the  strong  disposbisn 
which  hss  been  manifested  to  promote  their  difiMon  and  reception  among 
all  orders  of  society.  Ac  length,  an  expedient  was  devised,  of  equal  simpli- 
dty,  liberality,  and  wisdom,  for  scoompUshing  this  purpose,  on  a  scsle  which 
nronuses  eventually  to  comprehend,  not  mtMj  the  inhabitants  of  the  British 
Eaiipire,  or  the  population  of  Christendom,  but  the  whole  fiunily  of  msn. 
This  expedient  was,  to  circulate  the  sacred  text,  upon  which  Christians  in 
general  are  sgreed,  and  to  which  they  appeal  as  their  common  stsndard, 
without  human  interpretation,  criticism,  or  comment.  The  proposition  was 
seceded  to,  snd  practically  adopted,  by  a  req)ectable  body,  consisting  of  mem- 
bers firom  various  conununions  of  profeasing  Christisns ;  and  it  was  recom- 
mended to  public  patronage  and  support,  in  the  year  1804,  under  the  deng- 
nation  of  *'  The  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Sodky.'* 

The  institution  was  regsrded  with  conddenble  interest    To  some  indeed 
it  appeared  so  doubtful  an  experiment,  that  they  cou|||  not  be  prevailed  upsa  - 
to  Join  immediately  in  giving  it  the.  trial;  while  others,  and  those  not  a  few^ 
of  almost  every  persuasion,  saw  in  it  the  germ  of  C3uristian  concord  and  . 
social  happiness^  and  rallied  round  it,  as  a  standard  of  piety  and  pesce  and 
pure  religion. 

I^rd  Teignmouth  accepted  the  appointment  of  President ;  as  did  the 
Biahi^  of  London,  Durium^  Salisbury,  and  St  David's,  together  with  cer- 
tain lay4ords  and  oentlemen  of  the  highest  character,  that  of  Tice-Presi. 
dents.  Thus  constituted  and  patronised,  from  the  poptdarity  of  its  pfam, 
and  the  exertions  of  its  conductors,  it  obtained  a  rapid  establishment  in  the 
world ;  and  may  be  considered  as  already  possessing  a  laiger  and  more 
efficient  operation  than  was  ever  acquired  in  so  short  a  time  by  any  charitable 
institution. 

Upon  its  first  sppearsnce  be^nre  the  public,  Wales  and  Scotland  rivalled 
each  other  and  their  feUow-christians  in  England  by  the  promptitude  and 
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UbenlitT'  of  th/ek  mipport.  Ireland  did  not  remain  uninteiested  in  this  strife 
of  love;  Imt  manifested  as  strong  a  disposUion  as  its  local  impediments 
woidd  allow,  to  aid  in  promoting  so  furious  «  work.  The  continent  of 
Surope  Mi  the  impulse  which  London  had  excited  i  and  evinced  the  effects 
of  it,  in  local  associations  for  prosecuting  the  same  common  purpose,  after 
the  example'  and  by  the  aid  of  the  Parent  Institution.  Asia  displayed  a 
similar  spirit ;  and  Calcutta  (where  certain  individuals  from  the  BaptiH 
Societj  had  made  a  most  auspicious  beginning  in  the  woric  of  translations) 
became  the  seat  of  a  Corresponding  Committee ;  professing,  in  tbi  name,  and 
chiefly  by  the  funds  of  the  Society  in  London,  to  aid  and  encoufage  tv^sla- 
tions  of  the  Scriptures  into  all  the  vernacular  dialects  of  the  East,  ^niis 
imtiatory  measure  led  to  the  formation  of  *^  the  Calcutta  Auxiliary  Bibla 
Society'*— «D  event  which  has  sin^  been  fdlowed  by  the  establishment  of 
similar  institutions  at  Bombay,  Madras,  Ceylon,  Sumatra)  Java,  and  Amboyna. 
At  Prince  of  Wales^s  Island,  a  Branch  Society  has  been  regularly  constituted 
in  connexion  with  the  Calcutta  Auxiliary  Sodety,  which  has  also  received  con« 
siderable  aid  from  Malacca.  America  caught  the  same  holy  ardour ;  and  a 
flimilar  uniou  of  Christians,  upon  kindred  principles,  and  with  the  same  o1)ject 
in  view,  was  speedily  witnessed  in  various  places  throughout  the  United 
States;  to  many  of  which,  in  proportion  as  they  became  Imown,  encoumge- 
Bient  and  assistance  were  Uberally  afforded. 

In  order  to  form  a  just  conception  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Biblo 
Society,  and  to  prognosticate  its  effects  on  the  civilised  world,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  view  it  a  little  more  nearly,  and  to  enter  more  particularly  into 
the  details  of  its  present  vast  and  increasing  magnitude. 

The  centre  of  this  institution  is  in  London.  Its  component  parts  are 
chiefly  to  be  traced  in  Auxiliary  Societies,  Branch  Societies,  and  Bible  Asso- 
ciations, formed  under  its  encouragement,  and  contributory  to  its  object,  in 
the  different  counties,  towns,  and  villages  of  Great  Britain ;  and  \n  various 
atations  of  importance,  throughout  the  other  portions  of  the  world.  Its 
Auxiliary  and  Branch  Societies  alone,  within  the  United  Kingdom,  already 
amount  to  630;  in  the  British  Dominions,  to  (TT^.— On  the  Continent  of 
Europe,  it  has  produced  kindred  institutions  of  great  activity,  and  operating 
nnder  the  hi^iest  and  most  respectable  patronage,  in  the  capitals  of  Prussia, 
Sweden,  Demnaric,  Russia,  the  United  Netherlioids,  Wurtemberg,  Hanover, 
Saxony,  France,  &c ;  in  the  principal  cantons  of  Switzerland ;  together 
with  numerous  Branch  Societies,  and  minor  Associations,  in  those  and  other 
European  countries.  In  Malta,  the  Ionian  Islands,  and  Athens,  Bible 
Societies  have  been  established.  In  Asia  it  also  possesses,  as  has  already  been 
stated,  Auxiliaries,  at  Smyma^pdcutta,  Bombay,  Madras,  Colombo,  Sumatra, 
and  in  New  South  Wales,  Mth  a  Branch  Society  at  Tan  Diemen*s  Land. 

The  societies  established  in  those  places  consist  of  individuals  of  different 
Christian  denominations,  many  of  them  eminent  for  piety,  learning,  and  sta-  . 
lion ;  and  they  are  honoured  with  the  countenance  and  support  of  the 
respective  governments.  Through  these  Associations,  and  the  instruments 
employed  under  their  direction  and  encouragement,  the  Society  at  home  will 
be  enidded  to  contribute  considerably  towards  furnishing  the  native  Christians 
in  India  (amounting  to  nearly  a  miilian)  with  Bibles;  to  produce  correct 
versions  of  the  Soriptures  in  the  various  languages  of  the  East ;  and  to  opeii 
channels  fer  their  circulation  among  millions  of  people,  who  might  otherwise 
have  remained  utter  strangers  to  the  words  of  eternal  life.  In  Africa,  it  is 
chiefly  employed  in  distributing  Cbpies  of  the  Scriptures,  fiimished  from  its 
domestic  depository :  but  the  establishment  of  Auxiliary  Societies  for  the 
Mauritius,  tiie  Isle  of  Bourbon  and  dependencies ;  for  Sierra  Leone  and  its 
yicinity ;  and  still  more  recently,  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  uiide^  the 
immediate  patronage  of  the  respective  governors ;  encourages  a  beHef  that 
.  .     JB  ^         - .  . .« 
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aomething  more  extenshre  and  efieetual  will  be  done  Ibr  enligliteniB^  mni. 
chrutiamzing  that  dark  and  degraded  portion  of  the  ^obe. 

In  America,  the  ol^ject  of  the  Society  is  proeecuted  by  the  Bihle  Sedelie* 
of  Nova  Scotia,  at  Hali&x,  with  thirteen  Branch  Societiea,  besides  those  of 
New  BrunswicJc,  Pictou,  Yarmouth,  aad  Uverpool :  several  in  the  Canailss, 
at  Prince  £dward*s  Island,  Berbice,  and  Honduras.  A  National  Society  faa» 
been  recently  established  under  the  title  of  *^  The  American  BiUe  Society," 
to  which,  within  the  first  year  of  its  existence,  nearly  100  Auxiliaries  united 
themselves,  and  with  which  no  fewer  than  1238  are  now  connected ;  and  the 
total  number  of  Bible  Societies  within  the  United  States  exceeds  ^(>0,  all 
broduced  by  the  example  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  acting  in 
harmony  with  it,  and  occanonally  aided  by  its  funds.  In  the  West  IncUes, 
the  AuxiliAry  Societies  of  the  British  Colonists  at  Barbadoes,  Antigua,  and 
the  Bermudas,  with  those  of  the  People  of  Colour  at  Jamaica  and  Antigua, 
are  worthy  of  notice.  In  addition  to  these  regular  and  organized  bodies^  the 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  has  correspondents  both  among  tlie  Clergy 
and  the  Laity,  in  different  parts  of  the  world,  actively  engaged  in  promotii^ 
its  designs,  by  dispersing,  at  its  expense,  the  sacred  oTa<£s  of  divine  truth, 
^  U  Mem  o/  everp  natiom  under  Aettven,** 

In  less  than  sixteen  years  it  has  issued  nree  MUUam  of  copies  of  the 
Scriptures.  In  England,  it  hasprinted  the  Scriptures,  or  parts  thereof,  at  its 
own  expense,  in  the  English,  Welsh,  Gaelic,  Irish,  Manks,  French,  Spanish, 
Portuguese,  Italian,  Dutch,  Danish,  German,  Ancient  and  Modem  Gre^ 
Hebrew,  Syriac,  Malay,  Arabic,  Ethiopc,  Esquimaux,  Mohawk,  and  Bul^ 
lom  languages.  In  Europe,  it  has  largely  aided  the  printing  of  them  in  the 
French,  Italian,  Bomanese,  German,  Bohemian,  Wendish,  Hungarian, 
Lithuanian,  Polish,  Danish,  Swedish,  Finnish.  I^ponese,  Icelandic,  Georgian, 
Samogitian,  Wallachian,  Tartar,  Turkish,  Calmuc,  li^ithonian,  LettoniiD, 
Armenian,  Slavonian,  and  Russian  languages.  In  Asia,  it  has  pramoCed.  by 
liberal  and  repeated  contributions,  the  translation  and  publication  of  them  in 
Hindoostanee,  Bengalee,  Persian,  Arabic,  Mahratta,  Malayafim,  Sanscrit, 
Chinese,  Telinga,  Tamul,  Malay,  Orissa,  Seik,  Burman,  Canntiea,  and 
several  other  dialects.  The  result  of  these  operations  has  been,  that  many 
countries,  remotely  distant  from  each  other,  and  from  the  parent  source  of 
supply,  have  already  been  furnished  with  copies  of  the  Scriptures  in  their 
respective  languages ;  and  means  have  been  provided  for  insuring,  under  the 
auspices  of  Divine  Providence,  a  diffusion  of  the  same  blesnng  among  thote 
nations  on  which  the  sun  of  Revelation  has  never  yet  risen. 

The  impressions  made  by  this  Catholic  institution  on  the  ohfects  of  its 
kindness  both  at  home  and  abroad,  have  manifested  themsehres  in  addreaacs 
replete  with  expresrions  of  the  most  genuine  pathos.  It  appears  tmposrible 
fat  persons  not  enslaved  by  prejudice,  or  destitute  of  Christian  aensibility,  to 
read,  without  emotion,  the  foreign  communications  which  enrich  the  Society** 
Annual  Reports.  To  receive  adrnowledgments  for  the  best  of  afi  gifts,  firom 
perw>ns  of  every  language  and  communion,  on  continents  and  tsUnds,  whe- 
ther kindred  or  aliens,  bond  or  free,  friends  or  enemies,— and  those  adcnow. 
ledgments  conveyed  in  the  language  of  their  hearts,  and  written  in  tfaor 
tears,— is  a  felicity  which  no  words  can  adequately  express. 


After  presenting  this  Sketch  of  the  institution,  any  thing  like  a  formal  ap. 
peal,  on  its  behalf  to  the  liberality  of  the  public,  would  be  superfluous. 
When  it  is  considmd  that  the  society  is  engaged  in  promoting  the  tranala^ 
tion,  printing,  or  distribution  of  versions  of  the  Scriptures,  in  One  Hmuhred 
amd  Thirty^we  different  languages  and  dialects ;  that  it  stands  pledged  to  aid 
the  several  Bible  Sodeties  already  formed,  and  still  forming,  in  different 
parts  of  tha  world;  and  that,  aft«r  issuing  nearly  rAfY»Aft7/i0W  of  copiea  of 
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the  Scriptures,  and  expending  more  than  iVtM  Hundred  Thousand  PoundM, 
the  demacnda  upon  its  services  appear  rather  to  have  increased  than  dimi- 
niahed ; — ^when  these  circumstances,  together  ^ith  the  simplicitj  of  its  prin. 
dpk,  the  cathotidsm  of  its  spirit,  and  the  correctness  of  its  proceedings,  are 
deliberately  considered,  no  additional  motive  can  be  wanted  to  stimulate  the 
inhabitants  of  the  British  Empire  to  promote,  by  all  the  means  in  their 
power,  the  interests  of  an  institution,  which  promises,  if  liberally  and  exten- 
mvely  supported,  to  become  a  hUning  to  ik€  whole  earth' 
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COMPENDIUM 


OF   THE 


BRITISH  AND  FOREIGN  BIBLE  SOCIETY. 


April,  1891. 


ATTXILIART  AHD  BBAKCH  SOCIETIES 
IK  THE  BRITISH  OOMIKIONS,  ly. 
CLUBIHG  THOSE  ly  CONlTEXIOy 
WITH      THE      HIEERiriAir     BIBLE 

society: 
Auxiliaries     ......     30& 

Branches        367 

Total     .    .    .    67« 

BIBLE  SOCIETIES  AIDED  BY  THE  BRI- 

TISH  AXD  FOREIGN  BIBLE  SOCIETY : 

Europe,  Instiraud 

1.  Bdsle      .......     18()4 

S.  Zurich IHI?. 

8.  Chur 1813 

4.  Schaffhauaen     ....    1813 

5.  St^Gall  . 1813 

6.  Aargovian 1815 

7.  Bern. 

8.  Lausamie 1814 

9.  Geneva      ......     1814 

10.  Neufchfttel 1816 

11.  Waldenses,  at  La  Tour  .     1816 
19.  Olarus 1819 

13.  Hungarian,  at  Presburg  .    1819 

14.  Koenigsfeld 1816 

15.  Wurtemberg,  at  Stutgardt  1819 
with  Branches  at  Tuebingen, 
Haidenhelm,  &r. 

1$.  Grand  Duchjp  of  Baden  .     1890 

17.  Strasburg 1815 

18.  Hesse  DannsUdt  .  .  .  I817. 
comprehending,  among  other  Auxi- 
liaries, those  previously  formed  at 
Michaelstadt,  in  the  Oldenwald, 
and  at  Worms,  and  a  sister  inati* 
tution  at  Giesien. 

19.  Hanau 1818 


lasUttttcd 

.  1818 

.  1805 

.  1816 

.  1816 

.  1816 

.  1814 


90.  Hesse  Cassel     .    . 

91.  Ratisbon  .  .  . 
99.  Hesse-Homburg  . 
93*  Nassau,  Duchjr  •     . 

94.  Frankfort      .     .     . 

95.  Berg,  at  Elberfeld 
with  Auxiliary  Societies  at  SoUn- 
gen,  &c  and  Bible  Associations  in 
the  Monufiustories. 

96.  Cologne 1814 

97.  Kreutznach  .     .    .    J"  .    1816 

98.  New.Wied&WiedRunckel,  1816 

99.  Waldeck  and  Pyrmont    .     1817 

30.  Lippe-Detmold  .    .    .    .    1816 

31.  Hanover 1814 

with  Auxiliary  Societies  at  Osna- 
bura,  Aurich,  and  Bueckebmg. 

39.  Gottingen 1818 

33.  Hildesheim 1818 

34.  Bremen 1815 

with  an  Auxiliary  at  Vegesack. 

35.  Hambro-Altona      .     .    .    1814 

36.  Luebeck  (City  o!)  .     .    .     1814 

37.  Eutin,  for  the  Principality 

of  Luebeck 1817 

38*  Fomerania  and  BOgen,  at 

Stittlsund 1815 

3.0.  JLauenburg-Ratzebuig     .     1816 

40.  Mecklenburg-Schwerin    .    1816 

41.  Bostock 1816 

49.  Brunswick 18)5 

43.  Berlin 1805 

44.  Pnissiaa 1814 

withthirty<.eight  AuziUaxy  Societies 
at  Pot8dam,&nt2ig,  Memd^Posep* 
Halle,  Magdeburg,  Breab»,  Wesel, 
Cleve,  Stettin,  Strdbwnd»  and 
other  places. 
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45.  KQeiugsbeTg,1819;eiilBigedl8l& 

46.  Thuringian,  at  Eifurt .    •    1814 

47.  Weizlar   ......     1819 

48.  Eichs&ld 1815 

with    an    Auxiliaij    Society    at' 
Nordhausen. 

49*  Eiaenacb  ......     1818 

50.  Anhalt  Koethen      .    .    .    1818 

51.  Saxon  Bible  Sodetj  .  •  1814 
and  Auzilkries  in  Ldpaic^  Heim- 
hut,  &c. 

59.  Icelandic  Bible  Society  .  1815 
•  58.  Russian,  at  St.PeterBburgh,  1813 
with  its  196  Auxiliaries  at  Moscow, 
Borpat,  Mittau,  Riga,  Revel, 
Yaroslaff,  Arenabuig,  Jbrkutsk, 
V(m>nez,  Vladimir,  Kamentz- 
Fodolsk,  Theodosia,  Tula,  Sym- 
pheropol,  Odessa,  Cronstadt,  Wil- 
'  na,  Mo^ilef,  Witepsk,  Grodno, 
Minsk,  Kostroma,  Pscow,  Pensa, 
Charkow,  Saratow,  Simbirsk,  Re- 
aan,  Taganrog,  Bialastock,  Tcber- 
kask,  Wiatka,  Kiew,  Pemau,  Twer, 
Kaaan,  Krasnqjarsk,  Tiflis,  Kursk, 
Orlow,^ij388aTabia,  Tambow,  Perm, 
Niachnenovofforod,  Poltawa,  Is- 
chewsky,  and  other  places : 

Tkeie  have  nndeitaken  the  printing  of  the 

Scriptures,  in  the  Twenty-three  following 

Languages  «nd  Dialects  :— 

Calmttc ;  the  Gospels  of  St.  Matthew  and  St. 

John,  in  which  language  the  Sciipturea 

were  never  printed  before. 

Buriat  Monsolian  Gospels  of  St.  Matthew 

and  8U  John. 
Armenian  Bibles  and  Testaments. 
Rnnish  Bibles  and  TesUments,  for  the  m 
of  the  Finnish  Inhabitantt  in  the  Govern- 
ment of  St.  Petersburg. 
German  Bibles  and  Testaments. 
Ditto  Testaments,  Catholic  version. 
Polish  Bibles  and  New  Testaments. 
French  Bibles  and  Testaments. 
Slavonian  Bibim  and  Testaments. 
Dorpattan-Bsthonian  I'estaments. 
Revalian-Bsthonian  Testaments. 
Lettonian^or  Lettish  TesUments. 
Persian  Testaments. 
Georgian  Testaments. 
Samogitian  Testaments. 
.    Antient  Greek  Bibles. 
'    Modem  Greek  'Testaments. 

Moldavian  Bibles  and  TestamenU. 

Tartar  Testaments,  Gospets,*and  Psalter8,&c. 

Modem  Russian  and  Slavonian  Gospels  and 

Acts,  in  two  columns. 
Turkish  Armenian  New  Testaments. 
Tschttwash  Four  Gospels. 
Garelian  Gospel  of  Matthew. 

54.  Finnish)  at  Abo,  181S;  with  Auxi- 
liaries at  Kuopio,  Uleaborg,  Qjor- 
naborg,  Wasa,  Tavastehus,  Borgo, 
and  Wiborg. 
'55.  Swedish,  1809;  enlarged  1814; 
with  its  Auxiliaries  at  Gothenburg, 
Westeraa,  Wisby,  Lund,  Upaala, 
Askersund,  Hemosand,  Skara, 
Carlstadt,  Wexio,  CarlscroQt^ 
Linkoping,  and  Calmar. 


56.  Norwegian 1816 

57*  Danish,  1814;  with  Auxiliaries  at 

Odenaee,   Aalbocg,  Kioge,  Lyng- 

bye,  FriedericQa. 

58.  Skswick-Holstein,  1815;  with 
Auxiliaries  at  Flensburg,  Mddarf^ 
Kiel,P]oen,ToQderen,  &c^  Huaum, 
Haderaleben,  Apenrade,  Olden- 
burg, Ac  t  in  all,  118  Auxiliaries. 

59.  Rendsbuig 1817 

60.  Polish,  at  Warsaw  .    .    .  1816 
€1.  Netherianda*  Bible  Society;  cmn- 

prdiendlng,  among  others,  the 
following  districts;  viz.  Amster- 
dam,  Bottexdam,  The  Hague, 
EnUiuysen,  Utretcht,  Haerlem, 
Leyden,  Arnheim,  Dotdtj  Asaen, 
Ylaerdingen,  Groningen,  Delft, 
Leeuwarden,  Middleburg,  VoUen- 
hoven.  Goes,  Schiedam,  Oud 
Beyeriand,  Zutphen,  Alkmaa^ 
Maassluya,  Gorcum,  Hillsgands. 
beig,  2:woll,  Zirczee,  ZaU  Bern- 
mel,  Breda,  Amersfoort.  Nimeguen, 
Bleigswick,  Campen,  DeTenter, 
Edam,  Putten^  Tholen,  Zaanland 
den  Briel,  Gouda,  SdiooohoTOn, 
Heusden,  Nykerk,  Culenbozg, 
Jisselstein,  Medemblick. 

62.  Malta 1817 

63.  Paris  Protestant,  1818;  with 
Auxiliaries  at  Niames,  LarocfaeUe, 
Bordeaux,    Toulouse,    Tonniens. 

64.  Montauban 1817 

65.  Ionian,  at  Corfu,  1819;  with 
Auxiliaries  at  Cephalonia,  Zante, 
Ithaca,  and  Paxos. 

ee.  Athena  .......  1819 

Ma. 
1.  Calcutta,  1814;with  Brandies  at 

Malacca,  and  Prince  of  Walea^a 

Island. 
8.  Colombo(in Island ofCeylan)l8l« 

3.  Bombay 1813 

4.  Sumatra,  at  Fort  MarlboroMSlS 

5.  New  S.  Wales,  withBrandi 

at  Van  Deimen*s  Land    .  1817 

6.  Java 1814 

7.  Amboyna  ......  1815 

8.  Smyrna 1818 

9.  Astrachan 1815 

10.  Toboldc 1817 

11.  Madras I8S0 

Africa, 
I.  Mauritius  &Bourbon,Isl.Qf^  1813 
8.  Caledon  .......     1815 

3.  Sierra  Leone 1816 

4.  Cape  of  Good  Hope  .     .    .     18tt 
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Institute 

Jmeriea  amd  fFest  Indies. 

American  National,  New  York,  1816 

About  TWO  HUKDHED  AMD  SIXTY  exist 

in  the  UnUed  Siaies:  (of  which 
233  are  Auxiliary  to  the  National 
Sootety)  several  of  which,  as  well  as 
the  above,  have  been  aided  by  the 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society. 

Nova  Scotia,  at  Hali&x  .  .  1813 
with  Branch  Societies ;  viz.  Anna- 
polis,    Antigonishe,     Barrington, 

'  Douglas,  Chester,  Comwallis, 
Cumberland,  Hampshire,  Horton, 
Londonderry,  Parrsborough,  Dor- 
chester, Shelbume,  Truro.   


lutitutcd 

Pictou 1813 

Yarmouth  and  Argyle  .     .     .    1816 

Liverpool 1817 

Prince  Kdward*s  Island      .    .•  1817 

Quebec 1813 

Niagara |816 

Upper-Canada  MidlandDistrict,  1817 
Berbice  .    .    .    .    .    .    .     .    I815 

Honduras 18I8 

Jamaica ;  People  of  Colour     .    181^ 

Antigua 1818 

Barbadoes  ..•.,./    1818 
Bermudas   ....     ...     1819 

New  Brunswick  .....     1880 


EDITIONS  printed  for  the  Society,  previouHy  io  March  31,  1821. 


^ Bible*.      Tes:«inentt. 

EQg:l]sh,vanoasedits.ll46,961  ..1,038/80 


Welsh 60,297 

Oaelie... 28,600 

Irish. 5,000 

Manks 6,000 

French 18,000 

Spanish — 

Portagnese 6.000  , 

ItaUan t.       — 

Dutch 10,000 

Danish 800 

Hebrew 500 

Swedish -. 

German 8^000 


104,262 
43,700 
17301 

2,260 
81,000 
86,000 
30,000 
19,000 
15,000 
10,000 

3700 

600 

38,000 


Do.  Hebrew  Charac.  — 

GreekAnt]ent&  Mod.  — 

Greek,  Modem  ....  — 

Arabic 1,450 

Arabic  Psalter...  .  3,000 

Syriac — 

Esqnimanx — 

M(iawk,StJohn*sGo8.  — 

EtUopic  Psalter....  2,100 

French  and  English.  — 

Malay — 

Malay,inAralncCharact  — 

Turkish — 

Hindoostanee — 


Bibles.    Testament«u 


1,600 
18,000 
10,000 

5,000 

6,000 
1,000 
2,000 

5,000 

lojm 

10,000 
5,060 
6,000 


mtJHif^ihe) 
Iiy?«r].. 


ISSUES  OF  BIBLES, 

FromMarch7,  1804,  to  Sept  17, 1806,  none  were 
iiiued }  the  Univenitiet  not  haTing  completed  tbelr 
stereotype  editions. 

From  Sept  17, 1805,  to  Mar.  31, 1808,  (2^  yeare) . 
Mar.  31, 1808,  to  Mar.  26, 1809,  (1  v^ar) . . . 
Mar.  25, 1809,  to  Feb.  16,  1810,  i  nrar^i^J  itto. 
Feb.  16, 1810,  to  Mar.  26,  18  ]  I .  { 1  ;^  moni/m) 
Mar.  26, 1811,  to  Feb.  21,  18  J  2.  (J  1  rrumi/m] 
Feb.  21,  1812,  to  Dec  31,  1812, 
Dec.  81, 1812,  to  Mar.  31,  18t4> 
Mar.  81, 1814,  to  Mar.  81,  ISIfi,  (l  ^&r] 
Biar.  81, 1816,  to  Mar.  31,  lUm,  { 1  fftar] 
Mar.  31, 1816,  to  Mar.  31. 1817,  {]  ^tar 
Mar.  31, 1817,  to  Mar.  31, 1H18,  [l  y^r. 
Mar.  31, 1818,  to  Mar.  31,  m%  (T  j^r 
Mar.  31, 1819,  to  Mar.  31,  lUHi,   1  year] 
Mar.  31, 1820,  to  Mar.  31, 18!21,  (]  year) 

Total  issaed  in  Great  Britain  in  15(  yean 

Purchased  and  issued  for  the  Socie^  on  the  Coo- } 
tinent  of  Eorope .* 3 

TOTAL  issoed  on  account  of  the  Society  

Printed  by  Societies  in  ooDBexMm  wiOi  the  British  } 
and  Foreign  Bible  Society... $ 


AjC. 


BIWMs. 

16,644 
86,910 
18,662 
33,609 
36,690 
81,319 
167,320 
126,166 
138,168 
92,239 
89/96 
123,247 
116,776 
1H828 

T^fetaments. 

61.013 

4],;j62 

7U,733 
121,261 
185:249 

l(M;t06 

lSfi.784 
141,108 
14VJ29 

Total. 

81,187 
77,273 
64.468 
10%6iS 
106,433 
202,680 
352,669 
249,9M 
248,986 
193,091 
194,101 
260/131 
266,883 
246,967 

1,179,262 
97;206 

1^6,986 
468,625 

665780 

1,276.467 

1,925,511 

3,201,978 

673,820 

797,900 

1>471790 

N.B.  In  addition  to  the  abore,  the  Society  has  granted  aboot  36/K)0/.  for  distribnt. 
tag,  by  Societies  and  confidential  Agents,  in  yarions  naris  of  the  Continent,  Bibles  afid 
Testaments  in  theFVench,  German,  Swedish,  and  Danish  Lan^ages;  the  nnmber  of 
which  cannot  be  ascertained  exactly,  bat  may  be  fiurly  estimated  at  opwards  of 
235,000  Bibles  and  Testaments. 


(^ 


AtPtyjyjK,  No.  VII. 


XXPSKDITUKX. 


Fuwt  Yeat 691   10  S 

Second  Yetr  ...  *  1,637  17  5 

ThirdYear 5,053  IB  3 

Fourth  Year.  .  .  •  1S,806  10  3 

Fifth  Year 14^65  1<)  7 

Sixth  Year 18,543  17  1 

Seventh  Year  .  .  .  88,303  13  7 

Eighth  Year  ....  32,419  19  7 

Kinth  Year    ....  69,496  13  8  1 

Total,  from  the  Commencement  of  the  Institution 


Tenth  Year  ... 
Eleventh  Year .  ^ 
Twelfth  Year  .  . 
Thirteenth  Year .  . 
Fourteenth  Year  . 
Fifteenth  Year  . 
Sixteenth  Year  . 
Seventeenth  Year 


No.  VIL 


8 


84,659  \  S 

81,021  12 

103.680  18 

89,230  9  9 

7I,09!I  i  7 

92,237  1  4 

123,847  12  a 

79.560  13  € 

i?.  908,248  10  6 


THE  ADVANTAGES 

or 

DISTRIBUTING  THE  HOLY  SCRIPTURES 

AMONG  THE  LOWER  ORDERS  OF  SOCIETY,  CHIEFLY  BY 
THEIR  OWN  AGENCY. 


[fyrUien  8y  the  Rev.  W.  Dealtkt.) 


WaoEVBft  if  acquahited  with  the  hiatoty  of  the  Reformation,  camat 
&il  to  have  observed  the  extreme  anxiety  displayed  by  our  Martyn  and 
lUformers  for  the  free  circulation  of  the  Bible.  The  same  ieeling  has  bees 
found  to  animate  wise  and  good  men  in  every  age,  since  the  promulga- 
tion of  the  Gospel :  and  some  of  the  charitable  institutions  which  have 
arisen  in  modern  times,  hold  out  the  pleasing  assurance,  that  this  Christian 
principle  still  survives ;  that  many  are  still  emulous  to  follow  the  example 
4>efbre  them,  and  are  in  some  degree  influenced  by  the  spirit  of  those  who 
liave  loner  since  gone  to  the  resting-place  of  the  just. 

One  ot  the  most  important  and  c^BPective  institutions  which  the  world  haa 
ever  seen,  is  the  British  and  Fore^  Bible  Society.  Its  means  are  great, 
but  its  prqjects  are  magnificent.  It  proposes  to  do  nothing  less  than  to 
difluse'the  blessings  of  Revelation  to  all  men.  Its  operations  must  be  con- 
sidered in  a  two-fold  view :  as  a  British  Society,  it  directs  its  first  regards 
to  the  wants  at  home ;  and  as  a  Foreign  Society,  it  encourages  the  re-print- 
ing  and  dissemination  of  acknowledged  versions  where  they  already  exist* 
and  promotes  translations,  and  the  cizculation  of  the  Scriptures,  wliere  they 
are  wholly  unknown. 

The  efforts  and  utility  of  such  an  institution  can  be  limited  only  by  its 
means :  and  in  proportion  to  the  augmentation  of  its  funds,  will  it  extend 
the  empire  of  knowledge  and  of  truth.  The  asnstanc^  which  has  been 
afforded  by  Auxiliary  Societies  in  many  puts  of  the  country,  can  hardly  be 
estimated  at  too  high  a  rate^  By  calling  the  attention  of  the  opulent  to 
the  want  of  Bibles  in  th¥ir  own  vicinity,  Uiey  have  contributed  vezy  esaen- 
tiaUy  to  the  benefit  of  thousands,  who  might  otherwise  have  remained  in 
.tgnor^oe ;  and  by  aiding  the  fbnda  of  the  Parent  Institution,  they  have 
enabled  it  to  cany  on  its  fi)reign  operations  with  great  and  increasing  sue- 
eess.  Many  are  the  prayers  which  have  ascended  from  distant  lands  oo 
behalf  of  their  benefiictors  in  Britain  ;  and  many  are  the  blessings  whicli 
have  been  invoked  on  their  heads. 
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That  a  pn^ject  of  this  godlike  tendency,  lo  ftill  of  mere/,  and  to  abundant 
In  reward,  should  be  checked  or  narrowed  by  the  want  of  xeiooxoeiy  it  a 
circumstance  deeply  to  be  lamented.  Yet  nothing  is  more  certain,  than* 
that  the  efforts  already  made,  however  glorious,  ami  however  unexampled* 
jure  not  commensurate  with  the  magnitude  of  the  case.  Here  is  a  world  in 
Ignorance  I  a  world  to  be  enlightened  and  evangelised !  To  the  reflecting 
mind  it  must  be  obvious,  that  apian,  which  shall  at  the  same  time  adequately 
supply  the  demands  at  home,  and  effectually  meet  the  hopes  anil  expectations 
of  those  myriads  of  human  beings,  who,  in  other  lands,  suffer  ^a  fiimine  of 
the  Word  of  the  Lord,*'  must  be  supported  by  more  general  interest,  or 
aided  by  more  extensive  means. 

To  complete  the  system  which  has  commenced  and  been  conducted  with 
such  happy  results,  no  measure  seems  to  have  occurred  q£  such  reasonable 
promise  as  Bible  Associations.  The  contributors  to  the  Parent  Institution, 
and  to  its  Auxiliaries  and  Branches  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  consist 
in  general  of  that  class  of  persons  who  are  somewhat  elevated  in  the  scale  of 
society.  It  is  the  object  of  Bible  Associations  to  bring  into  action  also  the 
poorer  classes ;  to  collect  subscriptions,  not  merely  from  the  opulent,  but 
likewise  from  that  largcf  body  of  the  people,  who  are  unable  to  fpve  much, 
and  yet  are  not  unwilling  to  give  a  little.  If  the  number  of  contributors  be 
^reat,  the  accumulation  even  of  snuiU  sums  will  not  be  contemptible ;  and 
It  may  be  presumed,  that  most  persons  who  are  not  absolutely  in  the  lowest 
walks  of  life,  can  afford  a  subscription  of  a  penny  a  week. 

In  illustration  of  the  system,  it  may  be  proper  to  observe,  that  while  the 
Committees  of  such  Associations  are  formed  from  thd  contributors  them, 
selves,  yet  the  stimulus  must  be  afforded  by  others.  On  the  formation  of 
an  Auxiliary  or  Branch  Society,  the  members  of  the  Commktee  (under  the 
designation  of  District  Committees)  should  select  certain  districts  for  their 
own  more  immediate  exertions,  and  endeavour  to  awaken  the  attention  of 
the  poorer  classes  to  the  importance  of  rendering  whatever  aid  they  can 
afford,  it  would  be  expedient  to  appoint  a  numerous  (.'ommittee  lor  each 
Association,  in  order  that  a  greater  interest  may  be  excited,  and  that  the 
wants  of  the  poor  may  be  more  accurately  known.  The  members  of  the 
District  Committees  should  also  reguhirly  sit  with  the  Committees  of  Bible 
Associations.  A  proper  direction  wiU  thus  be  ^ven  to  their  efforts;  a 
similarity  of  system  will  be  maintained  s  and  the  Parent  Society,  with  all 
its  auxiliaries  and  dependencies,  will  thus  present  a  perfect  whole,  cor- 
respondent  in  plan  and  united  in  harmony :  a  noble  fiibric,  in  which  all  the 
parts  are  combined  at  once  for  beauty  and  for  strength ;  whose  foundations 
are  laid  deep  in  the  ground,  but  its  pillars  are  seen  from  afar,  and  its 
turrets  sparkle  in  the  skies. 

As  the  otgect  and  tendency  of  the  measure  here  recommended  is  to 
promote  the  widest  circulation  of  the  Scriptures,  and  to  excite  the  greatest 
attention  to  them,  through  the  whole  masss  of  the  conomunity,  it  may 
seem  almost  superfluous  to  enlarge  upon  the  benefits  which  must  result 
from  its  adoption.  In  a  land  professing  to  be  Christian,  where  is  the  man 
who  would  arrest  the  free  streams  of  heavenly  mercy  ?  Where  is  the  man 
who  would  not  rather  rejoice  to  behold  every  mound  and  barrier  swept 
away  by  the  ample  tide?-* to  see  the  liberal  current  ^'overflow  and  pass 
over^  in  all  its  rich  and  fertiHjsing  influence?  that  the  soil  which  has 
hitherto  been  parched  and  unfruitful,  or  *'  fertile  only  to  its  own  disgrace," 
may  smile  in  new  attraction,  and  cheer  the  eye  with  strange  luxuriance. 

If;  in  these  awi\il  times,*  we  conceive  ourselves  to  be  placed  on  «j| 
eminence,  fitmi  which  we  may  contemplate  the  ever-varyhig  scenes  which 


^   This  was  written  when  a  desoUling  war  prffailed  on  the  continent  of  Europe 
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are  flitting  around  us,  how  mdandioly  is  the  prospect !  The  hee  of  nature 
Indeed  continues  the  same ;  the  works  of  creation  still  reflect  the  wiadcMii 
and  goodness  of  the  Creator ;  seed-time  and  harvest,  and  summer  and 
winter,  acknowle4ge  th^  appointed  course ;  the  earth  expands  her  heantiea 
to  the  daj,  and  the  lights  of  heaven  stiU  rise  and  descend,  obedient  to  the 
will  that  formed  them.  But  the  moral  world  is  thrown  into  convulsions ; 
the  image  of  God  is  de&ced ;  the  impress  of  the  Divine  Hand  seems  to  be 
almost  obliterated  ;  and  the  best  and  chiefest  of  his  wocka— for  the  sake  of 
which  this  fidr  and  fertile  earth  is  commanded  to  jield  her  increase,  and 
the  lights  of  tanven  to  travel  on  their  destined  waj — ^presents  little  dse 
than  the  fragments  of  a  migfatj  wreck.  Public  principle  has  been  vioiated ; 
public  order  inverted :  the  mry  of  the  nations  has  shaken,  even  to  their 
base,  the  pillars  of  civilized  society,  and  the  stately  edifice  itself  aeema 
tottering  to  its  fidl. 

These  are  scenes  at  which  wise  men  are  confounded,  and  good  men  turn 
pale.  Nor  will  the  considerate  mind  be  much  eased  of  its  anxiety,  by 
turning  to  the  occurrences  of  private  life,  especially  among  the  ignonuit 
and  uninstructed.  In  poverty  there  is  nothing  wlilch  necMorily  tends  to 
debase  the  character.  Many  have  ^wandeted  about  in  sheepskins  and 
goat^kin^  being  destitute,  afflicted,  tormented,  of  whom  the  woild  waa  not 
worthy:**  **  the  Son  of  Man"  had  ^'  not  where  to  lay  his  head:**— but 
who  can  dwell,  without  emotion,  upon  the  wretched  state  of  the  untutored 
and  inseligious  poor  ?  It  is  here  that  we  see  human-nature  in  its  lowest 
condition,  ^^raded  ^d  sunk  in  shame.  We  behold  a  creature  fenned  after 
the  Divine  resemblimce,  but  without  one  feature  remaining  to  indicate  his 
heavenly  origi]^  For  him  there  exists  no  reciprocal  chari^,  no  real  union 
of  affection,  no  Christian  sentiment  of  mutual  regard.  To  these  feelinga 
he  is  imable  to  rise ;  he  knows  them  not,  heither  does  he  desire  to  know 
them.  That  state  which  was  intended  by  the  Giver  of  every  good  and 
perfect  ^ft,  to  add,  above  all  earthly  means,  to  the  happiness  of  man,  by 
the  society  of  one  who  should  be  at  the  same  time  the  omamenf  and  the 
blessi^  of  social  life,  presents  little  else  than  the  spectacle  of  cruelty  and 
of  suflSring.  The  wickedness  6f  the  parent  is  reflected  -in  his  offipring. 
^carcely  has  the  inflmt  tongue  learned  to  articulate,  before  it  begins  to 
blaspheme  its  Maker.  The  hmguase  of  curmng  and  reviling  is  there;  and 
those  who  ought  to  be  the  pledges  of  afiection,  contribute  only  to  exasperate 
evil,  and  accumulate  miseiy, — ^the  scandal  of  their  neighbGui%,and  the 
disgrace  of  thdr  kind ;  without  comfort  in  this  world,  and  without  htpe  &r 
|he  next. 

Many  are  the  evils,  both  of  a  public  and  private  natiue,  to  whidi  hunan 
legislation  can  apply  no  remedy :  they  are  to  be  removed  by  that  influence 
alone  which  can  reach  the  heart;  by  those  sacred  principles,  which  are 
developed  and  enforced  in  the  records  of  unerring  wisdom.  The  Scriptures 
have  ever  been  acknowledged,  by  good  men,  as  the  best  foundation  of  morals  t 
and  those  who  labour  to  give  them  genend  circulation,  and  to  excite  a 
general  interest  for  the  perusal  of  them  throughout  the  great  body  of  Uie 
people,  must  be  considered  as  rendering  no  common  service,  both  to  indi- 
viduals and  their  country. 

Let  it  be  granted,  that  by  any  means  the  holy  scriptures  are  perused  with 
diligence  by  every  poor  man  who  is  able  to  read  them;^What  would  be  the  con<P 
sequence  ?  Is  it  too  much  to  hope,  that  the  noise  of  tumult  and  disorder 
maybe  hushed  in  peace?  that  men  may  be  taught  to  fear  God  and  to 
honour  the  king— to  do  unto  others  as  they  wish  that  others  diould  do  unto 
them — and  tooischarge  with  fidelity  all  the  duties  and  rebttons  of  Ufef 
Ts  It  an  unreasonable  expectation,  that  husbands  may  leani  to  eherish  iMr 
Fives  and  to  love  their  children ;  that  woman  may  rise  to  her  just  elevation* 
and  legitimate  influence ;  and  that  the  virtues  of  the  parents  may  shine 
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forth  in  their  offspring  ?  If  the  bleaaings  of  Christiamty  thould  be  extended 
to  all,  according  to  the  meuuie  in  which  thej  aie  enjoyed  by  many,  hour 
would  this  world  of  sorrow  and  of  pain  be  conTerted  into  a  picture  of 
heaTen !  Should  we  r^ier  to  past  experience,  there  is  no.&ct  more  certain, 
than  that  the  religious  and  moral  state  of  every  country  may  be  fiurly 
estimated  by  the  fiuality  of  procuring  Bibles,  and  the  ^spodtion  to  read 
them. 

Appeal  to  a  Christian,  in  any  age  and  in  any  country,  and  ask  him  what 
is  the  greatest  benefit  which  one  child  of  mortality  can  confiirjipon  another. 
Will  he  not  refer  you  to  the  Bible?  He  will  tell  you,  that  ttns  streams  of 
charity  may  indeed  flow  in  ten  thousand  rhannela,  and  that  they  will  not 
iSul  to  convey  blessings  wherever  their  course  can  be  directed;  but  that  the 
records  of  heaven  are  calculated,  above  all  other  me^^,  to  meet  the  wants 
and  to  diminish  the  sufferings  of  man ;  to  point  out  to  him  his  condition ; 
to  point  out  also  to  him  his  privileges ;  t^  improve  his  state,  and  to  brightea 
his  prospects ;  to  impart  consolation  atf  he  proceeds  on  his  earthly  pilgrin^ 
age ;  and  to  cheer  his  last  hours,  even  in  the  agonies  of  dissolviog  nature, 
frith  a  hope  full  of  immortality.  It  would  seem  as  if  the  very  toudi  of  the 
inspired  volume  had  power  to  commimicate  new  feelings,  and  to  kindle 
new  desires ;  to  elevate  the  standard  of  principle,  and  to  raise  the  tone  of 
morals ;  to  purify  the  springs  of  domestic  happiness,  to  tame  the  fieroenem 
of  the  pasrions,  to  civilize  manners,  to  bind  in  harmony  the  various  ^'  menu 
bers  of  the  embodied  state  ;**  and  to  give  to  the  &mily  on  ^arth  aome 
resemblance  to  the  fiunily  above.  Whenever  Christianity  has  been  per- 
mitted to  walk  fhrth  in  the  native  mi^esty  of  her  form  and  the  loveliness  of 
her  character,  a  blessed  influence  has  travelled  by  her  side.  *Her  charms 
have  fixed  the  regards  of  lisping  infimcy  and  of  hoary  age.  The  mouth 
which  was  once  *^fldl  of  cursing,  deceit,  and  firaud,"  has  learned  to  utter 
the  language  of  nncerity  and  praise.  The  feet  which  were  '^  swift  to  shed 
blood,**  have  run  with  alacrity  in  the  way  of  God*s  commanjlments.  Man- 
ki^  have  been  taught  to  love  one  another,  and  have  delighted  in  the 
assemUing  of  themselves  together:  the  house  of  prayer  has  been  crowded 
with  worshippers,  and  the  sentiment  of  every  heart  has  echoed  responsive 
to  the  sweet  singer  of  Israel :  *^  How  amiable  are  thy  tabemades,  O  Lorb 
of  Hosts !  my  soul  longeth,  yea,  even  fiiinteth  for  the  courts  of  the  Ix>aD : 
my  heart  and  flesh  crieth  out  for  the  living  God.— Blessed  are  they  that 
dwell  in  thy  house  t  they  will  be  still  pndsmg  thee."  Let  it  be  granted 
that  the  Scriptures  are  r^  with  assiduity  through  the  whole  extent  of  our 
population,  and  results  like  these  may  be  confidently  anticipated.  ^  My 
word  shall  not  return  unto  me  void,  but  it  shall  accomplish  that  which  I 
'please,  and  it  shall  prosper  in  the  thing  whereto  I  send  it"  What  though 
the  effects  are  not  immediately  perceptible ;  what  though  the  groans  of  the 
creation  are  not  at  once  hushed  in  repose,  or  converted  into  sounds  of  joy ;  the 
promise  is  indisputable,  and  the  blessing  is  sure.  The  change  in  the  moral 
world  will  resemble  the  change  in  the  natural :  the  sun  arises,  and  the  dewv 
descend ;  but  the  rigours  of  winter  do  not  instantly  abate,  nor  does  the 
'  fiwe  of  nature  at  once  resume  the  gaiety  of  spring :  yet  the  great  principle 
of  life  and  fertility  is  secretly  at  work ;  it  is  imperceptibly  operating  in  ten 
tiiousand  channels,  and  gradually  covers  the  regions  of  st^ility  with 
luxuriant  vegetation  and  abundant  harvests. 

If  this  be  a  just  representation  of  the  moral  change  which  a  knowledge  of 
the  Bible  is  calculated  to  produce ;  and  if  the  system  of  Bible  Assodationq 
tend,  in  an  especial  d^ree,  to  the  general  diffusion  of  that  knowledge ;  few 
arguments  can  be  so  powerful  as  those  which  recommend  their  adoption.  To 
the  ridi  and  to  the  middle  ranks  it  may  be  urged;  ^*  You  have  a  deep  interest 
in  the  welfere  of  the  poor.  If  the  seciuity  of  a  state  depend  upon  the 
^yalty  and  morals  of  its  people,  by  what  other  means  can  you  contribute  so 
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ndally  to  the  preaervation  of  order,  to  the  autfaoritjr  of  the  Uw,  and  the 
■tabilitj  of  the  goTemmert  ?  Among  what  descriptioa  of  men  wiU  you  look 
for  patience  and  industry,  for  .sobriety  and  obedience  ?  Who  are  the  poaons 
most  decent  in  their  demeanour,  most  frugal  in  their  habits,  and— what  is  no 
mean  political  conrideration— most  anxious  to  avoid  the  necessity  of  beoonuqg 
•chaigeable  to  their  parishes  ?— The  answer  is  obvious.  And  is  it  not,  then,  a 
matter  of  policy,  as  well  as  of  duty,  to  create  an  interest  among  the  lower 
classes  for  the  possession  and  perusal  of  those  sacred  records,  from  which 
benefits  so  gegat  and  various  are  acknowledged  to  flow  ? 

And  if  ^^  righteousness  exalceth  a  nation,**  if  national  piety  be  recompensed 
>by  national  mercies ;  in  what  way  can  you  hope  so  effectually  to  secure  to 
your  native  country  the  protection  of  Him  by  whom  *!"  kings  reign  and 
princes  decree  judgment,**  as  by  extending  the  knowledge  of  His  name  and 
the  blessings  of  His  religion  ?  By  such  means  may  this  empire  be  fixed 
indeed  upon  the  Rock  of  ages — ^traflquil  amidst  genetal  disturbance,  and  aaie 
emidst  surrounding  ruin. 

Your  seal  has  a&eady  been  attended  by  great  success.  By  your  liberal 
exertions,  Britain  has  already  become  the  bene&ctress  of  distant  lands ;  and, 
while  the  nations  are  crumbling  around  her,  she  stands  alone  and  pre- 
eminent You  have  opened  many  channels,  Uirough  which  the  streams  ni 
nercy  and  of  life  may  flow :  but  extensive  deserts  are  still  to  be  found,  and 
England  itself  yet  contains  many  a  parched  and  thirsty  waste.  If  the  lower 
orders  be  ignorant,  it  must  be  yours  to  instruct  them :  if  they  be  rareJeas 
and  indifferent  in  this  good  cause,  it  must  be  yours  to  rouse  them  into 
action.  Shew  them  their  privileges  and  their  duty  ;  lay  before  them  the 
benefits  whidi  they  must  themselves  experience  finm  heurty  co-operation  in 
such  a  service ;  and  appeal  to  their  best  feelings,  by  displaying  the  blesniigi 
iriiich  they  wiU  confer  upon  others.  Let  a  concern  for  the  circulation  of  the 
Scriptures  be  thus  excited  through  the  great  body  of  our  population,  and 
the  lapse  of  a  few  years  will  furnish  every  poor  faxmly  in  the  British  domi- 
nions  with  the  treasure  of  a  Bible.  If  the  poor  can  be  induced  to  subscribe, 
even  the  smallest  weekly  sum,  for  the  possession  of  the  Scriptures,  and  the 
distribution  of  them  to  others  still  poorer^-^if  they  can  be  led  to  inquire  into 
the  wants  of  their  neighbours,  and  to  arrange  the  best  means  of  supplying 
th^m — an  interest  wiU  gradually  be  created  in  their  own  minds,  to  which 
they  have  hitherto  been  strangers ;  and  that,  which  at  first  was  matter  of 
indifibience,  will  become  the  ol^ect  of  earnest  attention,  fiuch  is  the 
natural  progress  of  the  human  mind.  Those  who  give  the  Bible  will  soon 
find  a  desire  to  peruse  it;  and  while  engaged  in  recommending  it  to  others, 
they  will  be  impelled  to  examine  it  ror  themselves,  to  read  it  in  th^ 
bouses,  to  teach  it  to  their  children,  and  to  make  it  the  firequent  sulgect  of 
their  thoughts  and  conversation. 

Let  not  coldness  or  timidity  surest,  that  the  attempt  will  ht  abortive  t 
if  despair  of  success  should  be  the  guide  of  our  counsels,  what  great  prqiect 
could  ever  be  accomplished  ?  Had  this  feeling  been  suffered  to  damp  the 
ardour  of  those  who  first  raised  the  standard  of  Christianity  among  our 
ignorant  forefiithers,  or  to  depress  the  spirit  of  our  Reformers,  what  might 
have  been  at  this  day  the  condition  of  England !  Was  it  in  de^rair  of  suc- 
cess that  the  champions  of  humanity  fought  for  twenty  long  years  the 
battles  of  injured  Africa  ?  Was  it  thus  that  they  rose  again  and  afpam, 
after  combat  and  defeat,  still  fresh  for  engagement  ?  No  I  confident  in 
their  good  cause,  and  in  the  approbation  of  Him  who  is  the  friend  of  the 
poor  and  needy,  hoping  as  against  hope,  they  pursued  with  determination 
their  glorious  way,  till  at  length  they  broke  her  chains,  and  gave  fireedom 
to  her  sable  sons.  And  why  should  you  doubt  of  success,  in  attempting 
to  interest  the  poor  upon  the  most  interesting  of  all  subjects  ?  Have  they 
^ot  senses,  feelings,  affections,  passions  like  ourselves  ?    Axe  they  aot  influx 
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enced  by  the  ordinary  motiYes  of  hope  and  fear  ?  Shall  the  ebullitions  of 
iblly,  and  the  harangues  of  democracy,  awaken  their  enthusiasm  for  earthly 
liberty,  eren  in  cases  when  they  can  complain  of  no  oppression,  and  can 
urge  no  wrong  ;^nd  shall  they  be  utterly  insensible,  when  called  to  can* 
template  that  heavenly  liberty  which  makes  them  **"  free  indeed**— which 
releases  them  from  the  dominion  of  those  sordid  habits  and  degrading  pas^ 
■ions,  whose  tyranny  they  experience  every  day>-which  rescues  them  from 
the  bondage  cf  Satan,  and  converts  them  into  the  children  of  God  ?  Are 
■they,  in  so  many  instances,  ready  to  confer  a  trifling  benefit  upon  their  poor 
neighbour,  and  will  they  deny  him  the  greatest  which  a  child  of  mortality 
ean  bestow  ?  Shall  the  motives  which  <£rect  and  govern  them  in  the  or^. 
iiary  transactions  of  life  feil  in  that  instance  alone  nom  which  they  derive 
tenfold  force  and  incalculable  importance  ?  Shall  the  impression  be  leas,  as 
•the  reasons  are  more  powerful  ? 

Will  it  be  insinuated,  that  the  lower  orders  would  rather  associate  and 
contribute  for  a  bad  purpose,  than  fiir  a  benevolent  object  ?  The  very  per- 
suasion of  their  proneness  to  associate  should  be  an  argument  for  attempting, 
'with  all  your  might,  to  give  a  rif^t  direction  to  that  tendency,  and  to  cor- 
rect and  approve  it.  If,^by  thus  employing  them  in  a  good  cause,  they  can 
he  preserved  from  base  and  iigurious  combinations,  you  will  render  both  to 
them  and  to  society  a  double  service.  In  times  like  the  present)  these  con. 
siderations  come  with  peculiar  force. 

Will  it  be  urged,  that  we  have^  no  encouragement  to  proceed  in  this  work 
of  charity  ?  What  I  when  miUions  are  rousing  themselves,  in  different 
•quarters  of  the  world,  from  the  lethargy  of  ages,  anxious  to  behold  *'  the 
Desire  of  all  nations,^' can  we  possibly  need  any  additional  encouragement  or 
motive  fer  circulating  those  inestimable  records  which  testify  of  Him. 

Will  it  be  contended  that  no  great  effect  can  be  produced  by  small  oontribn- 
'tions?  The  contribution  of  an  mdividual  to  the  government  is  small;  liut 
it  Ib  by  the  aggregate  of  such  sums  that  the  state  is  supported.  A  ray  of 
light  and  a  drop  oi  rain  are  small :  but  it  is  by  the  sun  and  the  shower  that 
our  harvests  wave  in  the  field,  and  by  the  accumulation  of  iratera  that  the 
riches  of  all  lands  are  transferred  to  this. 

'*  Freely  ye  have  received,  freely  give  :**  if  you  acknowledge  for  yourselves 

•  the  blessed  influence  of  divine  revelation,  invite  othen  to  partake  of  it 

The  light  of  heaven  is  streaming,  in  all  its  effulgence,  above  and  around  you : 

O,  let  not  the  beams  be  intercepted !    Open  for  it  a  firee  passage  into  the 

'  dwellings  of  the  poor ! 

To  men  of  humbler  condition  it  may  be  observed,  in  addition  to  the 
arguments  already  adduced : 

Although,  for  reasons  best  known  to  infinite  Wisdom,  the  Almighty  has 
withheld  from  you  rank  and  opulence,  yet  has  he  given  to  you  the  privilege 
of  conferring  benefits  on  othera,  and  of  conferring  them  in  the  highest 
degree.  The  fiicilitie6  which  you  possess  for  discovering  the  wants  of  those 
immediately  around  you,  may  be  considered  as  an  intimation  of  Providence^ 
that,  according  to  your  ability,  you  should  seek  to  relieve  thero.  <  Silver  and 
gold  you  may  have  none  to  give ;  but  you  can  give  that  which  is  better 
than  rubies.  You  cannot,  indeed,  raise  your  poor  neigfaboura  above  the 
pressure  of  the  times,  or  remove  those  a£9ictions  which  are  espebblly  ind- 
dent  to  his  condition ;  but  you  can  ftimish  him  with  a  remedy  for  all:  you 
can  present  him  with  those  oracles  of  wisdom  which  will  enlarge  his  views 
and  brighten  his  prospects ;  which  will  teach  him  that  this  scene  of  trouble 
is  but  the  pilgrimage  of  a  dtfy ;  that  he  is  but  the  tenant  of  an  earthly 
tabernacle,  which  shall  presently  be  dissolved;  and  that'  the  disem- 
bodied  siuiit  shall  then  seek  its  everlasting  home,'  shall  ascend  to  that 
**  building  of  Ooj>>  a  house  not  made  with  bauds,  etenud  in  the  heaveoAi** 
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Since  the  bcgianiiig  of  tune,  no  method  has  ever  been  devised,  by  which 
you  might  do  good  on  w  luge  a  scale,  and  bjr  such  easy  means.  The  e&cts 
erisiag  firam  other  acts  of  charity,  must  often  be  confined  to  the  immediate 
deject  I  but  the  influence  of  your  liberality  will  probaUy  be  pennanent,  and 
dftfwnd,  with  increasing  blessings,  from  age  to  age.  It  is  an  enterprise  of 
flsalted  benevolenee,  wMch  would  become  a  sovereign  better  than  his  crown, 
and  add  a  greater  lustre  to  his  throne  than  the  widest  enlargement  of 
dominion.  This  is  a  win-k  which  may  bring  all  classes  into  action,  without 
psi^udice  to  any :  here  the  rich  and  the  poor  may  meet  together  in  commoi 
exertion,  fiv  comnMHi  good*  Poverty  itself  may  be  thus  enridied,  and  the 
lowest  rank  ennobled.  One  generous  feeling  may  animate  all  the  ordas  of 
aeeiety,  mi^  impel  them  to  the  same  labour  of  love,  and  crown  them  with 
i  reward. 


the  I 

What  pleasure  can  be  derived,  even  from  wealth,  like  the  {pleasure  of 
doing  good  ?— and  this  isa  gratifloatioo,  which,  without  ridies,  yon  waj  eqjoy 
in  its  hif^iest  nieasui«.  Look  upon  your  poofer  brethten,  and  then  ad[ 
whether  any  delight  can  sui^mss  the  e^ioyment  of  charity  like  this ; — of 
charity,  that  extends  blessings  the  most  pure  and  exalted,  to  the  humblest 
of  mankindr— that  producea  ^an  elevation  of  mind  and  of  feeling,  which  no 
poverty  but  Christian  poverty  can  exhibit*— that  givea  lic^t  to  the  Uind, 
heals  the  broken  in  heart,  brings  life  and  immortidity  to  %ht  among  those 
who  sit  in  darkness  and  the  shi^ow  of  death,  and  renders  Uie  poor  of  this 
«orld  rich  in  feith  and  heirs  of  the  i^omises.  If  the  blessings  of  those  who 
are  ready  to  perish  be  worthy  of  aecqttanoe,  then  may  you  be  blessed ;  if 
there  be  joy  in  heaven  over  one  sinner  that  re|ienteth,  then  may  the  angels 
dTGoD  rejolae  even  in  your  labours,  and  the  Father  of  meroes  himself  look 
down  with  approbati(m  upon  us.  Above  aU  other  considerations,  let  this  be 
3ttpreme ;— ii^  by  engaging  in  these  acts  of  benevolence,  you  are  induced  to 
read  your  Bibles  with  more  eaniestneas  fer  yourselves,  you  msjr  become 
Christians  indeed;  and  however  low  your  situation  in  this  life,  the  tieasarcs 
of  that  better  world  will  be  your  rich  and  eternal  re^iayment. 

And  is  it  not  a  recommendation  to  men  of  all  dasses,  that  this  qrstem  wiU 
soon  cany  the  tidings  of  Salvation  into  the  most  distant  lands  P  When  the 
demands  at  home  sludl  have  been  satinfied  by  the  contributions  of  the  poor, 
the  subscriptions  of  the  mere  opulent  to  the  Parent  Society  and  all  the 
Auxiluoies  may  be  wholly  converted  into  iat&ga  channels.  Thus  will  tiie 
lower  orders,  by  their  exertions  at  home,  greaUy  contribute  to  ihe  inerease 
of  the  supply  abroad;  and,  in  this  view,  may  even  be  coosidersd  as  efevnCing 
on  high  the  rtandard  of  Christitfnity,»Hn  t^ft'ww^^g  ^henUs  of  aslvation  to 
the  ends  of  the  earth.^ 

They  will  diare  in  the  services  sad  in  the  triumphs  of  those,  who,  by  the 
blessing  of  the  Almi(^ity,  shall  be  made  the  instruments  of  ^  shewing  his 
C^oiy"  tothe  millions  of  their  fellow«creatures  that  sit  in  utter  dszknMs,  or 
ihat  hitherto  have  only  caught  ^impses  of  the[]i|§^t  of  Bevelatimi,  like  inter- 
rupted flashes,  distantly  shooting  aoroai  a  gloomy  sky.  They  will  maich,  if 
we  may  so  speak,  in  the  retinue  of  Him  who  shall  come  finth  ^  conqueriiw 
and  to  conquer."  They  will  add  wi^gs,  as  it  were,  to  that  angel  of  mercy, 
who  shall  fly  into  all  lands,  bearing  the  evedasting  gospd.  Their  hearts 
will  be  gladdened  by  the  gratitude  of  those,  whom,  under  God,  tiiey  riian 
liave  assisted  to  save:  and  they  will  receive  yet  afer  ampler  reward  in  that 
filace  where  ^'  they  that  be  wise  shaH  shine  as  the  brightness  of  the  firma- 
ment,  and  they  that  turn  many  to  righteousness  as  the  stars, -fer  ever  and 
^ver."  ' 
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APPEAL  TO  MECHANICS,  LABOrrR£R»,  AND  OTHERS* 

RxsrscTiNa 

BIBLE  ASSOCIATIONS. 

(WRITTEir  BT  MB.  JAMES  MOKTOOMERT,  OP  IBEFFIELOb) 


^  Tkt  VnirkiMM  wrmigktj  and  the  wm-k  wom  per/eeted  by  themy  and  tk£jf  aei  tkt 
Hmu9  9f  OoD  til  hiM  $iaie,  and  strengthened  t/.*"— 8  Chron.  xxiv.  13. 

The  British  and  Fareign  Bible  Society  is  a  txeasury,  open  to  receive  not 
only  the  gifts  of  the  rich,  but  the  mites  of  the  poor.  The  widow  of  old,  who 
of  her  want  thiew  all  that  shehad  into  the  offerings  of  Goo,  was  said  by  our 
'Satiour  himself  to  have  cast  in  mote  than  all  they  that  of  their  abundance 
had  cast  in  much. ,  Who  then  shall  say,  ^*  I  am  too  poor  to  contribute  any 
thing  of  value  to  so  amazing  a  woik  as  the  publication  of  the  Scriptures  in 
every  language,  among  every  people  under  heaven  ?" — 600  sees  the  heart  of 
every  man,  and  judges  its  thoughts :  He  watches  the  motions  of  every  hand, 
andr  ecords  iu  deeds.  If  the  heart  be  rig^t  towards  Him,  the  deeds  of  the 
hand,  however  few  and  small,  will  be  accepted  and  sanctified.  It  is,  thero- 
fi>re,  tight  that  the  poor  should  lend  unto  tiie  Lord,  by  bestowing  on  those 
who  are  poorer  than  themselves,  that  Book  which  may  enrich  them  tm  ever. 

It  U  lA^jbi :— is  it  not  mere  than  right  ?-»Is  it  not  neeeeear^  that  every  one, 
according  to  his  ability,  should  minister  in  the  service  of  Gon,  the  Author 
'of  dl  the  good  he  ever  hftd,  or  has,  or  hopes  to  have  ?  Under  Uie  law,  none 
approached  the  altar  without  a  ^ft:  the  gifts  were  indeed  proportioned  to 
the  circumstances  of  the  parties ;  but  eveey  ene  mas  repwred  ie  bring  a  gift. 
Oxen,  and  sheep,  and  goats  were  sacrificed  by  those  who  could  afford  them ; 
but  the  most  nmdy  were  not  exempted  from  making  some  oblation.  Have 
-you  not  heard  of  a  mother,  who  came  to  present  her  first-born  Son  in  the 
temple  of  Gon  ?  Too  poor  to  fiimish  a  lamb,  she  brought  only  a  pair  of 
doves  for  an  atonement ;— yet  shall  all  generRtiena  call  Mer  blessed;  and  that 
Son,  whom  at  his  birth  she  had  laldin  amanges,  waa the  Lord finnn heaven. 
O  how  <fid  Gon  honour  povwtyhcflw!  And  luyw  does  he  still  honaM|M)verfy, 
'  by  receiving  and  recompensing  its  mcsnest  offhrings  I  **  WhoseRer  shall 
"give  jTou  a  cup  of  cold  water  to  diink,  in  my  ruune,  verify  he  shall  not  lose  his 
reward.**  So  said  our  Saviour  concerning  the  gift  ef  the  poor  te  the  poori?- 
a  cup  of  cold  water  to  one  of  his  disdplea.  Does  our  Saviour  bless  a  cup  of 
cold  water,  given  for  his  sake ;  and  hast  thou  not  a  cup  to  spare  fi)r  thy 
brother  who  is  perishing  for  thirat  ?  When  there  was  a  sore  fiunine  in 
Israel,  God  sent  his  projSiet  to  ask  bread  of  a  poor  widow,  who  had  but  a 
handful  of  meal  in  a  barrel,  and  a  little  oil  in  a  cruse,  and  who  was  gathering 
two  sticks,  as  she  said,  to  dress  it  for  herself  and  her  son  before  they  died  of 
want.  You  know  the  story :  she  made  a  cake  for  the  prophet  first  /—and  did 
she  repent  of  her  generosity  ?    No:  none  ever  trusted  in  the  Lord  in  vain. 

But  is  it  praeUeahie  for  the  poor  to  contribute  effectually  to  the  purposes 
of  the  Bible  Society  ?  Remember  the  saying  of  the  Lord  Jesus, — "  It  is 
more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive.*'    Wha^  then :  is  the  greater  blessing 

*  reserved  for  tiie  rich  aUme ;  and  can  the  poor  only  enjoy  the  lesser  ?    God 

•  forbid!  The  whole  tenor  of  Scripture  contradicts  the  supposition,  that  there  is 
^  one  higher  blessing  promised,  in  any  passage  of  it,  to  the  rich  than  to  the  poor. 

The  poor  therefbre  mag  gisr  as  weU  as  receive:  they  may  possess  the  sreater 
as  wdl  as  the  ieuer  kUmng,    A  labouring  man  who  can  support  his  fiimily. 
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maj  well  afford  m  penn  j  a-wedr  to  a  Bible  AasocialioD,  which  will  enable  him, 
•t  the  year's  end,  to  be  the  bene&etor  of  m  man  poorer  than  himself  bj 
ptesenting  him  with  a  gift  more  precious  than  all  the  treasurea  of  the  earth. 
If  it  be  thus  blessed  to  receive  a  Bible,  how  much  more  io  $ipe  erne! 

The  poor  are  as  deeply  interested  in  the  success  of  the  Bible  Society  as  any 
other  class  of  people ; — and  in  the  promotion  of  this  great  woi^,  tJiey  can 
essentially  contribute  to  its  success.  How  ? — A  penny  a-week  subscribed  by 
every  poor  person  in  this  kingdom,  who  really  could  afford  it  out  of  hu 
earnings  without  hurting  his  family, — ^for  how  little  food  can  m  penny  pur- 
chase ! — would  exceed,  on  a  very  moderate  calculation,  half  a  miiiiom  ttntm* 
milp.  And  who  can  net  afford  a  penny  a-week  for  such  a  noble  end  ? — those 
only  who  are  in  the  lowest  state  of  fiunine,  wretchedness,  and  disease. 
Among  all  others,  wkerever  there  is  henHh  and  a  wiiiime  Meart,  there  is  «ii  able 
hand*  On  these  we  call,  not  to  confer  an  obligation  upon  the  Bible  Sodety, 
but  to  partake  of  its  benefits,  by  sharing  its  labour  of  love.  We  call  upon 
them  to  exercise  a  rifkt,  and  io  enjogf  a  priwiege^  which  belongs  as  well  to  them 
as  to  the  rich.  All  that  have,  may  give,  whether  of  their  poverty  or  their 
abundance ;— and  all  may  prove  that  it  ie  more  Ueased  to  give  than  to 
leoeivB. 

When  our  Saviouk  opened  his  mission  on  earth,  he  retd  to  hia  au^enoe» 
Mm  the  prophecy  of  Isaiah,  ^  The  Spirit  of  the  LomD  is  upon  me,  because 
the  Lou>  hath  anointed  me  to  preach  the  Gospel  to  the  poor.**  And  who 
was  this  preacher  ?^our  LomB  Jesus  Cb&ist,  *'^  who,  though  he  was  ridi, 
yet  for  our  sakes  he  became  poor,  that  we  through  his  poverty  might  be  made 
rich.**  And  whom  did  he  afterwards  send  to  preadi  this  Goqiel  to  every 
creature  ?— poor  fishermen,  and  others  in  the  humblest  ranks  of  life.  Thus, 
in  its  commencement,  was  the  Gospel  preached,  not  only  /•  the  poor,  but  ly 
the  poor ;  herein  shewing  its  excellency  above  the  philoaophy  of  the  heathen, 
which  was  confined  to  the  learned,  the  rich,  and  the  great ;  the  common  people 
being  overlooked,  and  despised  as  a  profane  herd. 

To  you  then,  ye  Poor,  is  this  Gospel  sent:  and  if  ye  receive  it,  ye  wiU  be 
eager  to  send  it  forth  to  othen.  When  ye  have  found  it  the  power  of  God 
unto  salvation  in  your  own  souls,  ye  will  eamesUy  desire  the  salvation  of  the 
souls  of  your  neighbours.— And  who  are  your  neighbours  ?  Not  the  ridi 
only,  but  the  poor  throughout  this  land,  and  all  throughout  the  world,  who 
aire  yet  strsngera  to  Goo  and  his  truth.  Come  then.  Men  and  Brethren, 
jmn  hearts  and  hands  with  us !  We  are  building  the  Church  of  God,  by  the 
promiilgitirNi  of  his  Word.  In  such  a  work,  what  the  greatest  among  us  can 
do,  is  Imle;  and  what  the  least  doea,  is  something ;— all  shall  receive  their 
leward— they  that  labour  in  the  fbundationa,  as  well  as  they  thai  bring  fotth 
the  head-stone  with  shoutings,  crying,  ^  Grace,  grace  unto  it  !** 


No.  IX. 
THE  BIBLE. 

(w&ITTEK  BT  M«.  DI7DLXT.) 

'  Search  the  ^rf^ftrrv*.'*— John  T.  S9. 


KsADEs,  is  it  in  your  power  to  obey  this  command  ?  Have  you  a  Bible  f 
•—In  a  Christian  country,  this  may  appear  a  strange  question ;  but.  Reader,  it 
has  lately*  been  asked  in  more  thui  ten  thommmd  fianilies  in  the  metropoUs 

*  lUs  Address  waa  written  in  the  year  1818. 


Ar^KNDix,  No.  IX.  (SI) 

of  this  kingdom ;  u&d,  stranger  stilL,  the  answer,  in  more  thajujbte  ih^msand^ 
has  been — ^^  No  !*'  The  inquiry  has  been  made  by  persons  earnestly  desirous 
of  ascertaining  the  fact,  in  order  that  proper  measures  might  be  adopted  for 
supplying  so  serious  a  want,  wbererer  it  is  discovered.  They  have  gone  from 
house  to  house,  and  from  room  "to  room ;  and  they  have  fcund  one  half  of  their 
neighbours  destitute  of  that  sacred  Book,  which  would  ^^  make  them  wise 
unto  salvation,  through  faith  in  CaaisT  j£3us !" 

If  ouch  be  the  case  m  London,  what  must  be  the  condition  of  the  people  in 
the  moi^  neglected  parts  of  the  kingdom  ?  It  is  now  made  certain,  that  mul- 
titudes. In  every  direction,  are  longing  for  the  treasure  which,  hitherto,  they 
have  been  unable  to  obtain — And  why  is  it  that  you  are  told  these  awfiU 
facts  ?  It  is,  that  you  may  assist  in  supplying  yourself,  your  neighbours, 
your  countrymen,  and  the  world,  with,  this  guide  through  life,  this  teacher 
of  the  way  to  heaven.~Reader !  look  around  you :  consider  the  conduct  of 
those  of  your  friends  and  acquaintance  who  read  the  Bible,  and  endeavour  to 
obey  its  holy  precepts. — Are  thej^  had  fathers,  husbands,  or  neighbours  ? 
Are  ihey  drunkards,  liars,  or  pilferers  ?  Are  ihey  violent  and  quarrelsome?^ 
Are  they  not  honest,  industrious,  and  peaceable ;  domestic  in  their  manners, 
sober  in  their  conduct,  and  friendly  in  their  dispositions  ?  Reader !  observe 
them  closely,  and  answer  these  questions  for  yourself 

If  you  possess  a  Bible,  and  read  it  with  serious  attention,  you  know  itf 
value :  if  you  do  not  possess  it,  you  may  have  one  f(^  a  trifle,  which  the 
generality,  even  of  the  poorest,  may  contrive  to  spare.  Your  neighbours, 
whom  Divine  Providence  has  blessed  with  afSuence,  are  willing  to  bear  the 
greater  part  of  the  expense ;  they  are  cheerfully  coming  forward,  to  enable 
you  to  possess  this  cheap,  but  invaluable  treasure.  But  you  must  do  some- 
thing yourselves ;— you  are  not  asked  for  the  full  price  of  a  Bible.  Those 
who  now  address  you,  can  feel  for  your  temporal  wants ;  they  know  that  many 
of  you  cannot  afiford  to  pay  what  a  Bible  costs ;  atad  therefore  they  contribute 
what  you  cannot  spare,  in  order  that  you  may  be  supplied  with,  and  that 
every  &mily  in  Great  Britain  may  possess,  a  Bible. 

You  are  now,  for  the  first  time  since  the  creation  of  the  world,  invited,  as  a 
body,  to  be  partakers  in  the  privileges  of  the  rich :  you  are  invited  *'*'  to  taste 
the  luxury  of  doing  good," — ^to  assist  in  a  great  and  glorious  design,  that  of 
hastenuig  the  happy  period,  when  peace,  mercy,  and  love,  shall  reign 
throughout  the  universe,  and  *'  the  kingdoms  of  tUs  world  become  the  long, 
doms  of  our  Lord  and  of  bis  Christ.** 

And  how,  you  say,  can  I  contribute  to  the  support  of  this  great  sd  good 
work  ?  By  joining  one  of  the  Bible  Associations  which  are  establMin^  all 
around  you.  One  penny  a-week  constitutes  you  a  member  of  such  a  soaety, 
whose  only  object  is  to  distribute  the  Bible.  Reader  I  to  be  a  member  of 
such  a  society  is  an  honour  indeed.  If  you  have  not  a  Bible,  you  may 
roeedily  possess  it :  if  you  have  one,  you  will  speedily  be  the  means  of  sup- 
plying a  neighbour ;  and  may,  under  the  blessing  of  Goo,  be  an  instrument 
of  leading  a  fiunily  to  heaven. 

Before  you  enter  on  the  labours  of  the  day,  and  when  those  labours  4!le  con- 
cluded, and  you  retire  to  your  homes,  if  you  take  up  the  Volume  of  Truth,  and 
read  a  portion  of  it  to  your  assembled  fimily,  delightful  consequences  may  be 
expected  to  flow  from  the  practice,  as  it  regards  Iwth  yourself  and  your  child- 
ren ;  and  among  those  consequences,  we  anticipate  a  readiness,  or  rather  an 
esger  desire,  to  promote  all  around,  what  you  and  your  children  eigoy. 


(S2)  Afpsndzx^  Mo.  X. 
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, .    No.  X. 
ADDRESS  TO^EftVANTS. 

(mfUTTEK  BY  MR.  DtTDlET.) 

m  ■ 

^  HHUUttnigr  good  ikimg  mn^  mum.  doHK,  ik$  oame  okaU  A«  rmmoe  tf  tht 
Loan,  wketker  JU  he  bomi  fr /iw.**— Eph.  yL  8. 

Such  wis  the  encounffiqg  laoffuage  addrened  bj  the  gie«t  apcwtle  St. 
Paul  Xm  that  nmnerooa  and  uaefiil  daas  of  aodety  deimmimitei  Servnitg ;  and 
the  pramiae  remains  in  Ml  force  unto  llus  daj.  To  jou,  then,  who  oocupj 
this  station,  the  jtresent  appeal  is  made;  and  your  attention  is  earnestly 
solicited  to  a  few  observations,  peculiarly  interesting  to  your  present  and 
eternal  welfiue. 

Had  you  an  opportunity  of  comparing  your  situation  with  that  of  servants 
in  other  countries,  you  would  be  convkiced  that  you  have  abundant  cause 
for  gratitude :  you  ei\)oy  comforts  and  privileges  to  whidi  they  ace  stnuigen  $ 
and  you  derive  those  blessings  from  a  source  whidi  can  never  &iL  of  being 
fsffectual,  if  it  be  not  your  own  &ult.  The  rdigion  of  Gieat  Britain  is 
the  reli^on  of  the  Bible:  its  promises,  its  consoktioos,  and  ita  privii^gM 
are  extended  alike  to  all— to  the  rich  and  to  the  poor,  to  the  master  ud  to 
the  servant  i  the  religion  of  J£sus  Chust  knows  no  distinction  of  pezsons; 
and  it  is  to  the  Bible  you  owe  the  many  Weasif^  wfaidi  you  eiyoy.  This 
jacred  volume,  coming  forth  from  God,  is  designed  to  lead  us  to  Him :  it 
eontains  the  puiest  and  the  best  rules  for  evary  rank  in  life:— whife  it 
commands  obedience  on  the  part  of  servants,  it  says  unto  their  empkycta, 
^  Mssten,  give  unto  your  servants  that  which  is  just  and  equal,  knowing 
that  ye  also  have  a  Master  in  heaven."— But  above  all,  it  is  des^ned, 
throu^  fidth  in  Him  who  **  took  upon  himself  the  form  of  a  servant,''  to 
conduct  you  to  everlasting  htqipiness. 

For  the  sole  purpose  of  jdaong  this  blessed  book  in  the  hands  of  every 
individual  upon  earth,  a  society  has  been  establiahed,  called  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society.  It  must  be  evident  to  you,'^at,  in  .the  execution  of 
.tiiis  gnnd  deaian,  the  assiatance  of  every  ftiend  to  xeligion  and  virtue  wilt 
be  rsquiied  x  turetAy  numerous  societies  have  been  fobned  te  the  purpose 
of  pmmatinf  this  noble  work ;  Auziiiary  Societies  and  Bihle  ^-^wtfiriif 
.are  estalUishing  throughout  the  kingdom ;  and  it  is  to  these  latter  jaaeilik 
tions  that  your  attention  is  particularly  requested. 

The  detign  c/t  a  Bible  Association  is  pUun  and  omplet  it  ia,  fim,  to 
supply  every  inhabitant,  who  may  be  desirous  of  posBewBg  this  treasun^ 
with  a  Bible  or  Testament,  at  the  cost,  or  a  reduced  price,  or  gifltoitottiy, 
.aoconling  to  the  natuie  of  the  case ;  and,  secondly,  to  assist  in  ert^^mMpg 
the  same  blearing  to  every  nation  upon  earth.  Every  subscriber  of  even 
One  Penny  a^week  becomes  a  member  of  the  BiUe  Assodatiosi,  and  conse- 
quently  of  the  great  Bible  Society :  and  who  ia  there  amoi^  you  that 
ouanet  afford  this  trifle  ?  Only  consider  the  great,  the  glorious  ob{ect  Ibr 
whkh  it  is  required— To  supply  you  with  the  scriptures  of  truth,  and  to 
.assist  in  then:  publication,  in  every  language,  and  among  every  people  under 
heaven  I  And  by  whom  are  those  socteties-oonducted  ?— by  persons  of  every 
religious  persuasion :  for  this  is  a  design  which  knows  no  sect  nor  party. 
Surely,  if  ever  a  cause  was  worthy  of  unqualified  support — this  is  that  cause! 

And  to  whom  is  this  appeal  made  ? — ^to  you,  who,  while  many,  even  of 
your  employers,  find  it  difficult  to  answer  the  numerous  calls  <m  their 
means,  are  exempt  firom  those  claims— your  daily  meals  are  provided  for 
you ;  you  have  ndlher  rent  nor  taxes  to  discharge ;  the  only  debt  you  have 
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to  pay  28  the  4ebt  «f  gntijtude.  And  how  can  you  iprove  your  s^^e  of  the 
many  benefits  con^Sved  upon  you  by  Almighty  God,  better  than  by 
a  life  devoted  to  His  service,  and  by  contributing  to  the  universal  drcuUtioii 
•f  His  law  ?  Ask  yourselves  whether  those  duties  ana  fulfilled :  ssk  your- 
selves how  your  superfluous  money  is  disposed  of:  if  it  be  in  the  purchsse 
of  extravagant  and  ornamental  dress,  in  dissipation,  vanity,  and  foUy,  look 
at  the  reward  !— Behold  our  public  streets,  crowded  with  wretched  and  un- 
happy outcasts,  many  of  whom  lately  occupied  your  stations ;  but  who  now, 
cut  off  from  fiiends,  connexions,  and  virtuous  society,  frequently  sink  to  ah 
early  grave,  unnoticed,  unpitied,  and  unlamented !  Had  those  miserable 
victims  of  sin  been  govern^  by  the  divine  precepts  of  the  Gospel,  and  felt 
an  interest  in  its  universal  difl^on,  how  Afferent  would  have  been  their 
lives,  how  fiur  different  their  end !  They  would  have  lived  respected  and 
beloved ;  the  bed  of  death  would  have  been  a  scene  of  peace ;  and  their  last 
moments  cheered  by  the  smile  of fn  reconciled  God  ! 

Come  then,  join  heart  and  hand  in  this  blessed  work.  This  is  a  privi- 
ly which  you  may  exgoy  in  common  with  the  rich ;  and,  wliile  you  expe- 
rience the  truth  of  that  saying  of  the  Rzdeemeb,  *'  it  is  more  blessed  to 
give  than  to  receive,'*  be  sssiued  that  you  will  never  be.  the  poorer  for 
having  thus  contributed  to  the  promotion  of  His  glory,  and  the  eternal  sal- 
vation of  your  fellow-creatures. 


No.  XL 
ADDRESS  TO  MARINERS, 


(written   by   lOU  DUDLEY.) 

**  7%gy  thai  go  down  to  the  sea  in  «Atj9ir,  that  do  hutmeis  in  great  waters  j 
tkete  see  the  works  of  the  Lord,  and  his  wonders  m  the  deep.^ 

Psalm  cvii.  83,  84. 

Have  you  a  Bible  on  board  ?  If  you  Aove,  and  read  it  with  attention, 
you  may  know  its  value :  if  you  have  nof ,  you  little  know  what  a  tressure 
you  are  without.  The  Bible  is  the  best  gift  which  man  can  bestow  on 
man :  it  came  forth  from  God,  and  it  is  designed  to  lead  us  to  Him— to 
point  out  the  oniy  mode  by  which  we  may  be  saved  from  sin  and  miseiy, 
and  conducted  to  heaven  and  happiness. 

K  there  be  any  body  of  men  A  whom  this  blessed  book  should  appear  to 
b^  of  greater  value  than  to  others,  it  is  to  Sailors.  When  in  harbour,  and 
even  while  prosecuting  a  voyage,  they  have  ample  time  for  reading  those 
lessons  of  sacred  wisdom,  and  those  deeply  interesting  and  instructive 
narratives,  with  which  the  holy  scriptures  abound ;  while  they  have  constant 
opportunities,  in  the  different  countries  they  visit,  of  being  convinced  that 
they  are  indeed  the  Scriptures  of  Truth ;  for  ^'  they  that  go  down  to  the 
sea  in  ships,  that  do  business  in  great  waters ;  these  see  the  works  of  the 
liOaD,  and  his  wonders  in  the  deep.*'  But,  when  you  condder  the  perils 
which  surround  you,  the'frequent  dangers  to  which  you  are  exposed;  and 
reflect,  that  another  and  an  eternal  world  commences  when  this  passes  away, 
you  must  feel  the  boundless  importance  of  possessing  that  which  points  to 
Him  who  can  deprive  those  dangers  of  all  their  terrors,  and  can  render  that 
future\ world  the  haven  of  eternal  security  and  happiness  ! 
^You  call  yourselves  Christians ;  but  do  yov  possess  that  knowledge  of  the 
&riptures,  and  that  fiuth  in  them,  which  would  make  you  Christians 
indeed— which  would  shine  forth  in  your  actions,  and  render  you  examples 
and  patterns  oh  distant  shores  ?    To  acquire  this  knowledge  and  this  fiuth^ 

C 
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**  search  the  ScriplureSy'**  and  be  goyerned  bj  their  holy  pireoepts  s  the 
effect  18  certain ;  for  they  '^  are  able  to  make  jou  wise  unto  aalTatioii, 
through  fidth  in  Cbkist  Jebus.***!*  With  such  a  compass  on  board)  the 
tempest  may  bloir,  and  the  angry  billows  may  beat ;  but  they  cannot  shake 
your  confidence  in  that  Pilot  who  said  unto  the  raging  waves,  ""  Peace,  be 
still !  and  there  was  a  great  calm.'*): 

When  you  possess  a  Bible,  and,  reading  it  with  serious  attention,  find 
that  it  leads  to  that  hope  which  is  ^*  an  anchor  of  the  soul,  both  mue  and 
steadfast,**  §  a  sacred  joy  will  fill  your  hearts ;  you  will  feel  desunous 
of  imparting  to  others  the  happiness  which  you  ei\{oy ;  ahd,  while  you  aie 
engaged  in  conveying  to  foreign  nations  the  necessaries  and  the  comforts  of 
life,  you  will  meet  with  many  an  unenlightened  Heathen,  and  many  an 
ignorant  professing  Christian,  to  whom  you  may  be  the  messenger  of  glad 
tidings,  and  the  happy  instrument  of  eternal  salvation. 

You  live  in  an  age  of  the  world  which  may  well  be  called  an  age  of 
wonders.— Among  those  wonders,  the  Bible  Society  is  a  noble  First-Rate : 
she  has  hoisted  the  colours  of  the  Prince  of  Peace :  she  has  visited  with 
fiivouring  gales  the  most  distant  shores,  and  found  a  friendly  harbour  aa 
every  coast;— she  has  conveyed  Three  Millions  of  Copies  of  the  holy 
scriptures  to  the  various  nations  of  the  earth :  and  she  still  pursues  her 
course,  and  will  pursue  it,  until  evexy  port  is  blessed  by  her  entrance.  The 
crew  of  this  noble  ship  is  composed  of  all  nations  and  of  all  daases — the 
Emperor  of  Rusaa,  and  the  Princes  of  the  House  of  Brunswick — the  Kings 
of  Prussia,  Sweden,  Denmark,  Saxony,  and  Wiirtemberg — ^the  admirals  of 
our  fleets,  and  the  generals  of  our  armies — the  prelates  of  the  church,  and 
the  members  of  the  senate — ^tradesmen,  mechanics,  and  servanta— all  Bieet 
on  her  deck,  and  cordially  lend  a  hand  in  spreading  her  canvas  to  the  winds 
of  heaven. 

While  the  rich  and  the  poor,  the  high  and  the  low,  are  thus  oomix^ 
forward  to  assist  in  the  glorious  design  of  distributing  the  Bible  to  all  the 
nations  of  the  earth,  wifi  you  be  the  last  in  supplying  yourselves  with  this 
teacher  of  the  way  to  heaven,  and  in  sharing  Uie  happy  privilege  of  con* 
veying  it  to  foreign  lands  ?  There  was  a  time  when  a  Bible  cost  a  sum 
which  few  of  you  could  afford  to  pay :  but,  thanks  be  to  God  f  it  may  ntm 
be  purchased  for  that  which  any  of  you  can  spare :  and,  in  order  that  every 
ene  may  possess  this  inestimable  treasure,  you  may  be  supplied  with  any 
number  of  copies  of  the  holy  scriptures,  in  different  languages,  at  the  cheapest 
rates.  Annexed  are  a  list  of  the  Society's  cost  prices ;  and  a  code  of  rvhesj 
by  the  adoption  of  which  you  may  assist  in  enabling  every  sailor,  and  every 
landsman,  to  read,  m  his  own  tongue^  ^^  the  wonderful  works  of  Gk>D  I^H 

\*  To  this  paper,  if  printed  for  general  circulation,  a  copy  of  the 
Society's  Catalogue  (No.  II.  of  this  Appendix),  and  the  rules  recommended 
for  Marine  Bible  Associations,  should  be  appended.  And,  if  the  following 
Address  be  prefixed,  or  printed  on  an  envelope,  and  circulated  among  those 
for  whom  it  is  intended,  it  may  contribute  very  materially  to  promote  the 


ADDRESS  TO  OWNERS  AND  COMMANDERS. 


(WKITTXK  »T  HB..FHIU.IPS.) 

.    Tme  Owners  and  Commanders  of  vessels  must  be  aware  of  the  great 
advantages  derived  firom  a  sober  and  orderly  crew;  for  they  know,  by 

•  &ee  John,  chap.  5.  f  See  the  Saeond  EpUtltf  to  Timothy,  chap.  3* 

X  See  Mark,  chap.  4.  $  Saa  the  Epistle  to  the  Habrew%  chap.  €. 

I   See  the  Acta,  chap.  S. 
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observation  and  lamentable  experience,  that  numerous  ships  have  been 
wrecked,  many  valuable  lives  lost,  and  a  ruinous  waste  of  property  occa- 
flioned,  in  consequence  of  the  inattention,  drunkenness,  or  disobedience  of 
sailors.  It  cannot,  therefore,  be  doubted,  that  any  measure  which  has  a 
tendency  to  promote  sobriety  and  good  order,  and  to  improve  the  morals  of 
«eamen,  will  meet  with  the  warm  approbation  of  the  proprietors  and 
masters  of  ships,  and  obtain  their  immediate  and  hearty  support.  And 
such,  it  is  confidently  expected,  will  be  the  effects  produced  by  the  forma- 
tion  of  Marine  Bible  Associations ;  by  means  of  which  the  sailors  may  pro« 
cure  the  holy  scriptures  on  the  easiest  terms,  not  only  fof  themselves  and 
fiimilies,  but  even  for  disposal  in  foreign  countries.  Deriving  inestimable 
Advantage  firom  this  invaluable  book,  they  may  become  tht  instruments  of 
conveying  it  to  millions  of  their  fellow-creatures ;  and  thus  greatly  promote 
the  glorious  Christian  object  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  to 
extend  the  knowledge  of  the  Gospel  of  peace  and  salvation  to  all  the 
nations  of  the  earth. 

For  eleven  years,  the  inhabitants  of  the  British  Islet  have  manifested 
their  zeal  and  liberality  by  assisting  in  this  great  cause.  It  is  surely,  then, 
full  time  that  an  opportunity  be  afforded  for  the  well-known  generosity  of 
British  sailors  to  manifest  itself,  in  aid  of  this  noble  undertaking.  And,  if 
the  pure  and  simple  object  be  explained  to  them,  it  would  be  unjust  to  sup- 
pose, either  that  their  characteristic  zeal,  liberality,  and  activity,  will  be 
unemployed  in  forwarding  this  benevolent  design,  or  that  they  will  not 
equal,  in  every  respect,  the  hitherto  unexampled  exertions  of  their  brethren 
on  shore.  The  plan  has  been  already  adopted,  not  only  on  board  Ring's 
ships,  but  merchant  vessels ;  and  the  effects  on  the  morals  and  behaviour  of 
the  men  have  been  such  as  to  encourage  every  true  friend  to  his  country, 
and  to  mankind,  to  assist  in  the  general  establishment  of  similar  Asso- 
i^iations.* 

To  accomplish  this  object,  it  is  proposed  that  the  Captain  or  Master  of 
any  ship  should,  by  his  example  and  recommendation,  encourage  his  crew 
to  subscribe,  either  monthly  or  weekly,  at  the  rate  of  one  penny  a-week,  or 
upwards,  from  each  person ;  and  the  Captain  or  Master  may  be  authorised 
by  the  subscriben  to  stop  it  out  of  their  wages,  if  more  agreeable  to  them;— > 
the  whole  amount  received  to  be  expended,  from  time  to  time,  in  the  pur- 
chase, at  prime  cost,  of  such  descriptions  of  Bibles  and  Testaments,  pul^ 
lished  by  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  as  the  subscriben  shall 
require  and  direct :  and,  as  Bible  Societies  are  formed  at  all  the  principal 
ports  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  application  may  be  easily  made  to  any 
ene  of  their  Secretaries  for  the  requisite  supply  of  the  holy  scriptures,  at 
prime  cost ;  specifying,  that  the  application  comes  from  a  Marine  Bible 
Association ;  and  stating  the  name  of  the  ship  and  her  commander.  'Any 
number  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  may  thus  be  obtained,  not  only  for  the 
supply  of  the  crew,  but  in  different  languages,  for  sale  in  foreign  lands. 

To  fiicilitate  the  establishment  of  these  Associations,  a  few  Unta  for  their 
TCgulation  axe  8ulf|oined,  together  with  an  Address  toMariners,  the  prices 
and  Specimens  of  different  emtions  of  the  Scriptures,  and  the  proper  Forma 
finr  keeping  the  accounts  of  the  Association. 

No.  XIL 
ADDRESS  ON  BIBLE  ASSOCIATIONS. 


waiTTEV  BY  THE  RZT.  W.  DEALTKT.) 

TO  a  good  man,  there  is  nothing  more  delightful  than  to  do  good ;  and 
these  who  possess  tiie  opportunity,  and  neglect  to  improve  it,  omit  a  poaitiTe 
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duty.  As  *  we  hove  opportunitj,  let  us  do  good  unto  all  men.  It  is  thus 
that  we  best  imitate  the  God  and  Father  of  us  alL  The  ||;oodne»  at 
Goo  we  perceive  in  all  his  ways  :  he  con^ders  all  the  soas  of  men  as  the 
children  of  his  cai« :  we  are  His  people,  and  the  sheep  of  his  pasture.  It  has' 
pleased  him,  for  wise  ends,  to  place  us  in  different  situations ;  but  he  haa 
withheld  from  none  of  us  the  means  of  adding  to  the  compart  of  others.  If 
there  be  an  honest  and  pure  heart,  it  will  excite  us  to  generous  actions. 
How  many  poor  persons  have  cast  in  their  mite  at  a  charity  sermon,  for 
the  instruction  of  youth  or  for  the  benefit  of  age  ?  And  did  they  become 
poorer  for  the  gift ;  or  could  they  ever  repent  of  it  ? 

It  is  a  great  privil^^  to  be  able  to  feed  the  hungry :  but  how  mucb 
g^reater  is  the  ptivilege,  if  we  can  direct  those  who  are  hungerii^  after  - 
righteousness  to  Him  who  hath  declared  himself  to  be  the  Bread  of  life ! ' 
Millions  of  human  beings  are  ignorant  of  God,  and  have  no  knowledge  of 
his  revealed  wilL  Would  it  not  be  a  blessed  thing  to  tell  them,  that  they 
are  the  creatures  of  a  Divine  Hand,  and  must  live  in  happiness  or  misery  for 
ever  ?  Would  it  not  be  a  noble  act  to  endeavour  to  raise  them  from  a  death 
of  sin  to  a  life  of  righteousness ;  to  seek  out  those  who  are  as  sheep  going 
astray,  and  to  bring  them  to  the  Shepherd  and  Bishop  of  their  souls  ? 

Shall  we  ask,  who  is  sufficient  for  these  things  ?  The  answer  is.  That 
this  privilege  may  belong  to  the  poor.  It  was  through  the  poverty  of  Jbsvs 
Christ  that  many  of  us  have  been  made  rich — ^rich  in  the  possession  of  his 
Gospel,  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  favour,  and  in  the  hope  of  immortality : 
and,  by  such  acts  of  charity  as  our  poverty  can  bestow,  many  may  dbtun 
those  treasures,  which  no  moth  can  corrupt^  and  no  thief  can  steal.  Be 
merciful  after  your  power.  If  you  that  have  little,  do  your  diligence  gladly 
to  give  of  that  little  (although  the  sum  should  be  only  a  penny  a-wedr),  you 
may  not  only  supply  your  poorer  neighbours  with  a  Bible,  but  may  carry 
it  even  into  distant  countries ;  into  countries  devoted  to  idolatry  and  im- 
mersed in  darkness ;  where  innocent  children  are  delivered,  even  by  their 
parents,  to  crocodiles  and  beasts  of  prey ;  where  women,  upon  the  death  of 
their  husbands,  are  burned  alive ;  and  the  wretched  enthusiast  throws  him- 
self under  the  wheels  of  the  machine  which  carries  his  god,  that  he  may  he 
crushed  to  pieces  in  honour  of  the  idol !  Yet  even  upon  these  victims  of 
-superstition  may  the  light  of  Truth,  through  your  charity,  arise  and  shine : 
the  wilderness  and  the  solitary  place  may  be  glad  for  pau :  you  may  cause 
the  name  of  a  Saviour  to  be  heard,  where  now  it  is  utterly  unknown. 
Thus  shall  new  songs  of  Sion  ascend  from  those,  who  at  this  day  have  no 
heart  to  sing,  and  no  feelings  of  devotion  to  be  kindled  into  joy.  And  it  will 
not  be  fbrgotten  by  them,  that  to  you,  as  the  instruments  of  heavenly  mercy, 
is  their  gratitude  owing.  It  will  not  be  forgotten  by  the  Father  of  mercies, 
that  you  did  good  with  a  willing  mind.  It  will  not  be  forgotten  by  Him, 
who  commended  the  contribution  of  the  poor  widow,  that  pou  also  of  your 
want  have  thrown  into  the  offerings  of  God ; — and  he  will  bless  the  ^ft. 

Remember  the  words  of  the  Lord  Jesus  ;  how  He  said,  ^*  It  is  more 
blessed  to  give  than  to  receive.**  It  is  sweeter  in  the  recollection ;  it  is  more 
excellent  in  its  effects.  £ven  a  cup  of  cold  water,  when  given  for  His  sake 
to  a  poor  disciple,  shall  not  lose  its  reward.  Those  who,  upon  Christian 
principles,  do  good  to  others,  enjoy  in  tiie  present  lifb  a  pleasure  which  the 
mere  possession  of  wealth  cannot  confer.  The  benefits  thus  imparted  shall 
be  returned  abundantly  into  their  own  bosoms,  even  in  this  world ;  and  will 
be  followed  by  an  exceeding  great  reward,  when  the  earth  and  its  glorift 
shall  haye  vanished  away. 
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No.  XIII. 
LIST  OF  LANGUAGES. 


Thx  Translation,  Printing,  or  Distribution  of  the  Scriptures,  has  been 
aided  by  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  in  the  Luiguagea  enume- 
rated in  the  following  Lists,  wluch  will  be  found  to  contain  oxk  HUHDaxD 
Axo  THIKTT-Two  different  Languages  or  Dialects. 

This  aid  to  the  circulation  of  the  Scriptures  has  been  rendered,  eiUier  bj 
printing  them  at  home,  or  by  grants  in  furtherance  of  their  publication  in 
fimeign  parts. 
.  These  grants  have  been— 
1.  Of  a  general  nature,  for  the  specific  purpose  of  translating,  printing,  or 

purchasing  the  Scriptures  abroad. 
8.  To  India :  through  the  Corresponding  Committee  in  Bengal ;  to  the  Bap- 
tist Missionaries  at  Serampore ;  or  to  its  Auxiliary  Societies  at  Cal- 
cutta  and  Colombo. 

3.  In  aid  of  Bible  Societies  in  different  parts  of  Europe. 

4.  In  aid  of  Bible  Societies  in  America* 

«  In  some  of  (he  following  languages  and  dialects,  the  Scriptures,  or  parts  of 
them,  had  been  printed  before.    These  are  distinffuished  as  R§-priHt9» 

In  others,  they  had  never  been  printed  before  ue  institution  of  the  Society. 
These  are  denoted  as  l^ot  prinUd  be/ore. 

A  third  class  consists  of  new  translations  into  languages  into  which  the 
Scriptures,  or  parts  of  them,  have  been  formerly  translated ;  and  are  noticed 
as  fU-tranalaiiamas  often,  indeed,  being  almost  wholly  new. 

The  last  class  is  that  of  those  which  are  translated  or  translating,  but  not 
yet  printed ;  and  are  marked^as  Trtmslnted  cr  Tramlatingt  und  these  are  syd^ 
as  had  not  been  printed  before,  in  every  instance  except  that  of  the  Modern 
Greek  Testament. 

These  distinctions  are  noted  in  the  following  Lists. 

AT  HOME. 

1.  Arabic  8.  Danish.  3.  Dutch.  4.  English.  5.  Ethiopic  (or  Ecclesiastical 
Language  of  Abyssinia).  6.  French.  7.  Gaelic.  8.  German.  9.  Greek 
(Ancient).  10.  Greek  (Modem).  1 1.  Hebrew.  13.  Irish.  13.  Itdiaii. 
14.  Malay.        15.  Manks.        16.  Portuguese.        17*  Spanish.        18.  Syriac. 

19.  Welsh. 

Noi  printed  before : 
1.  Bullom.    3.  Esquimaux.    3.  Susoo. 

Re'trantlationt  .- 
I.  Hindoostanee.       8.  Mohawk. 

Tromlaied  or  Tran$lating  s 
Arawack  (Indian). 

BY  GRANTS  OF  A  GENERAI.  NATURE. 

Re-orintt ; 

1.  Gieenlandish.    3.  Greek  (Ancient).    3.  Hebrew.    4.  Hungarian.    S*  Ice« 

landic.     6.  Italian.     7.  Latin.      $.  Slavonian.      9.  Wendish,  or  VandaUan. 

Noi  printed  h^ore : 

1.  Calmuc    %  Maltese.    3.  Otaheitean.    4.  Tartar-Turkiah.     5.  Tartar,  in 

Hebrew  Characters. 
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Hi^irwmsiaimm : 
1.  Chineae*    8.  Gennan.    3.  Greek  (Modern).    4.  Tuzkifllu 
TVanMiaitd  tr  Trmukiinf  .* 
1.  Albanian. 

9.  Ethiopic-Amiharic  (one  of  the  reniacular  dialects  of  AbjviniA). 
S.  Ethiopic-Tiflr^  (the  other  vernacular  dialect  of  Abjaainia). 
4.  GredE  (Mo&m). 

BY  GRANTS  TO  INDIA. 

1.  Armenian*        8.  Bengalee.        3.  Malay.        4^  TamuL 

NM  ynmied  he/ore  .* 

1.  Afghan,  or  Pushtoo.    8.  Aiaameae.    3.  Bikaneer.    4.  Bn^.     5.  Buiman. 

<i.  Canareae.    7- Gujuratee.    8.  Hindee.         9*Joyj^ate,      la  Jujnugur. 

11.  Kaahmeer.  18.  Khaaaee.      IS.  Konkuna.     14.  Kutch.      IS.  Mahratta. 

16.  Malajalim.  !?•  Mamwar.    18.  Mithilee.      19.  NepaL       8a  Oodojpore. 

81*  OqUuxyinefe    88.  Oriasa.    83.  Sanscrit.      84.  S^  or  Puqjabee. 

85.  Telinga,  or  Teloogoo.      86.  Watch,  Wucha,  or  Multanee. 

I.  Axaluc.    8.  Chinea&    3.  Cingalese^    4.  Hindooatanee.    5.  Penian. 
Tnuuimted  vr  TVmulatmf : 
1.  Bhqjpooree.    %  Bhugelkhundee.    3.  Birat.     4.  Budrinathee.    5.  Bugia* 
6.  Bulochee.     7.  Bundelkhundee.      8.  Huriyana.      9.  Jagatai,  or  Original 
Turcoman.    10.  Javanese.    ll.Jumboo.    18.  Kanynkoobja.     13.Koomaooii. 
14.Konsulee.    15.Kucharee.    16.  Macassar.    17.  Maldivian.    18.  Mu^uda. 
19-  Muuipoor*        80.  Munipoor-Koonkee.         81.  Palpa.        88.  Rakheng. 
88.  Siamese  84.  Sindhee.  85.  Southern  Sindhoo,  or  Hydnbadee*. 

86.  Tripoora-Koonkee. 

BY  GRANTS  IN  EUROPE. 
To  Ibe  Russian  Bible  Society  and  its  Auxiliaries. 

I.  Armenian*       8.  Dorpatian-Esthonian.  3.  Finnish.  4.  Frendi, 
5.  Georgian.        6.  Greek  (Ancient).                  7>  Greek  (Modem). 

8.  German.  9*  Lettonian,  or  livonian.     10.  Moldavian,  or  Wallachian. 

II.  Poliah.  18.  Revaliau-Esthonian.  13.  Slavonian. 

^ot  yrinUd  hefn€ . 
1.  Buxiat-MoBgdUan.         8.  Calmuc.  8.  Karelian.  4.  Moiduiniaa. 

8.  Nogai-Tartar.  a.  Olenetz-Karelian.  J.  Orenbuig.l^utar. 

8.  Buss  (Modem).  9-  Samogitlan.  lo.  Taitar-Turkish. 
lU  Tsch^remissian.       18.  Tschuwaahian.       13.  Servian.       14.  Zirianian. 

Rt^ratulaimm: 

Persian. 

TVtnulattd  or  TVanOatimg*' 

I .  Mordwaschian.       8.  Ostialdan.       3.  SamoJecOan.      4.  Siberian-Tartar. 

5.  Tscfaposixian.        6.  Tungusian.        7.  Wogulian. 

To  Other  Bible  Societies. 

JRe-printM: 
I.Bohemian.      8.  Banish.      S.Dutch.      4.  Finnish.      6.  French  (to  two 
Societies).        6.  German  (to  eight  Societies).       7.  Italian.       8.  Laponeae. 

9.  Lithuanian.         1 0.  Malay  (in  Arabic  characters).  II.  Poliah  (to  two 
j3ocieties.)        18.Romane8e(Ladin8che).         13.  Romanese  (Churwelscfae}, 

1 4,  Swedish.        1 5.  Wendish,  or  Vandalian  (to  two  Societies). 

Me^tramiatiaHi: 

1.  Creolese.        8.  German. 


TVamMlated  or  IVtaukUmfr 

Faroese. 
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6BANTS  TO  AMEBICA. 

Re-prinis  : 

1 .  English.    8.  French.    3.  Spanish. 

Noi  printed  bf/or§  .* 
Delaware  (Indian). 

Re-4raHtlatioH'' 
Mohawk  (Indian). 


RBCAPITULATIOK. 

Re-prints 4L 

Re-translations ••.•...  7 

Kumher  of  Languages  and  Dialects,  ^ 

in  which  the  Scriptures  have  never  f  ^ . 
been  printed  before  the  Institution  i 

of  the  Societj ^ 

Total  of  Languages  and  Dialects  •  .    139 
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